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Conflict Update # 308 

December 28th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 103,770 (550) soldiers killed, 3,017 (+1) enemy tanks, 6,037 (+13) armored  combat vehicles, 1,999 

(+1) artillery systems, 418 (+0) MLRS systems, 212 (+0) air defense systems, 283 (+0) warplanes, 267 (+0) helicopters, 

1,707 (+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 653 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,660 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 179 (+0) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

More than 700 objects destroyed since war began: Ukraine - More than 700 objects of critical infrastructure 

have been destroyed in Ukraine since the war began, according to government figures. 
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“We are talking about gas pipelines, substations, bridges and the like,” Ukrainian Deputy Interior Minister Yevgeny 

Yenin said on television. 

Since October, the Russian military has been trying to take down energy supply facilities in Ukraine. 

The constant bombardment has severely damaged the Ukrainian power grid with missiles, cruise missiles and kamikaze 

drones, resulting in emergency shutdowns that leave people without energy in the freezing temperatures. 

On Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, there were air attacks in several regions. 

According to the Ukrainian military’s general staff, the city of Kherson, which Ukraine recaptured in November, has 

been hit by 33 missiles and artillery. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv 

Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - 

Russian forces reportedly repelled 

Ukrainian attacks on the Svatove-

Kreminna line with sources reporting 

Russian forces—including elements of the 

144th Motorized Rifle Division and its 

254th Motorized Rifle Regiment which 

previously operated in the Izyum area—

repelled Ukrainian attacks on the Svatove-

Kreminna sector.  

One prominent milblogger reported 

Ukrainian forces captured a Russian 

strongpoint near Chervonopopivka (about 

5 km northwest of Kreminna), where ISW 

assesses Ukrainian forces have advanced 

since at least December 23. Russian 

sources claimed Ukrainian forces are 

regrouping and deploying reinforcements 

from Kharkiv Oblast to resume offensive 

operations on the Kreminna-Svatove line 

and Kreminna City, although ISW cannot 

confirm this report. 

Ukrainian forces have made larger gains in 

northeast Ukraine than ISW has previously 

assessed. Kharkiv Oblast Administration 

Head Oleh Synehubov stated Russian 

forces occupy 1.6 percent of Kharkiv 

Oblast.  

ISW’s control of terrain assessment as of 

December 26 had Russian forces 

occupying about 1.747 percent of Kharkiv Oblast (a difference of about 46 square kilometers). Ukrainian forces 
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captured Dvorichna, Novomlynsk, and Tavilzhanka in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast and Kolomiychikha in Luhansk Oblast 

given that both Russian and Ukrainian sources reported Russian shelling against these settlements on December 27. 

ISW has updated its maps accordingly. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces in 

Bakhmut may be nearing culmination as 

theydid in Kherson August 2022. Combat 

losses are likely forcing them in the 

Bakhmut area to use squad-sized assault 

groups. Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces 

Spokesperson Colonel Serhiy Cherevaty 

reported yesterday enemy forces in the 

Bakhmut area are no longer operating as 

company and battalion tactical groups and 

are instead operating in smaller groups of 

ten to fifteen servicemembers (squad-size 

organizations).  

Russian forces similarly degenerated from 

company and battalion tactical groups to 

individual squad-sized groups when units 

in Kherson Oblast became markedly 

degraded in August 2022. ISW assessed at 

the time that the Russian military’s use of 

squad-sized groups in Kherson Oblast 

indicated that the their offensive had 

culminated as their ground forces were 

degraded so badly they could no longer 

operate elements at echelons high enough 

to make meaningful gains.  

The Russian military’s rate of advance in 

the Bakhmut area has recently slowed 

amidst growing personnel and munitions 

constraints that will likely prevent it from maintaining a high pace of offensive operations in the area in the near term.  

Their reported use of squad-sized groups is likely a result of prolonged attritional warfare and indicates degradation of 

larger doctrinal formations above the platoon level. Rate of advances in the Bakhmut area will likely decrease if Russian 

forces continue advancing at all unless significant new reinforcements and supplies of artillery rounds arrive soon. 

Russian sources claimed they increased the pace of offensive operations to capture Soledar, also claiming elements of 

the Wagner Group intensified offensive operations to capture Soledar and pushed Ukrainian forces out of much of 

Bakhmutske (3km southeast of Soledar). A milblogger claimed Russian forces are attempting to advance towards 

Soledar from positions to the southeast and east of Soledar and from positions northeast of Soledar near Yakovlvika 

(6km northeast of Soledar).  

Another milblogger claimed Wagner elements continued to advance in the eastern outskirts of Soledar. The 

intensification of offensive operations to capture Soledar will likely further exacerbate the constraints on personnel and 

equipment that are impacting the Wagner Group’s slowing rate of advance in the Bakhmut area. 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations around Bakhmut on December 27. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported they repelled an assault near Dyliivka (16km southwest of Bakhmut). Pro-Wagner Russian outlet RIA FAN 

claimed there have been heavy battles between Russian and Ukrainian forces in Opytne (4km south of Bakhmut) for 

more than a month and that assault detachments of the Wagner Group continue to break through Ukrainian defenses 

in the settlement.  

A milblogger claimed that elements of the Wagner Group pushed Ukrainian forces out from an unspecified stronghold 

in Opytne, adding there was fierce fighting between Russian and Ukrainian forces on the outskirts of Klishchiivka (7km 

south of Bakhmut). He further claimed Wagner Group and the LNR People’s Militia conducted several assaults near 

Bakhmut with fighting between Russian and Ukrainian forces northeast of Bakhmut near Rozdolivka and Vesele. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City with UGS reporting its forces repelled 

assaults within 32km southwest of Avdiivka near Krasnohorivka, Vodyane, Vesele, Marinka, and Pobieda.  

A milblogger claimed Russian forces in Marinka are not making significant progress, whilst another milblogger claimed 

they are concentrating efforts to capture 

Marinka in order to reduce Ukrainian 

forces’ ability to shell Donetsk City, to 

launch further offensive operations 

towards a key Ukrainian transport hub in 

Kurakhove, and to better encircle 

Ukrainian fortified positions in Avdiivka.  

Avdiivka City Head Vitaly Barabash 

reported Russian forces have notably 

decreased the number of artillery strikes 

in the direction of Avdiivka due to supply 

issues with artillery munitions, and their 

military’s offensive operations in eastern 

Ukraine heavily relied on artillery 

support to augment ground assaults, 

and supply issues with artillery 

munitions may substantially impact 

Russian forces’ ability to maintain their 

current pace of offensive operations in 

the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area.  

UGS reported enemy forces continued 

indirect fire along the line of contact in 

Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces are 

maintaining fortification efforts in 

southern Ukraine and continuing to shell 

Ukrainian positions and civilian 

infrastructure in Kherson, Mykolaiv, 

Dnipropetrovsk, and Zaporizhia oblasts.  

Geolocated satellite imagery showed 
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Russian forces established defensive lines approximately 70km east of Tokmak and dug trenches around a radar station 

in Lazurne, southeastern Crimea. Spokesperson for the Ukrainian Southern Defense Forces Nataliya Humenyuk stated 

enemy forces continue to shell right-bank Kherson Oblast but they are retaliating by returning fire on Russian positions 

on the left bank of the Dnipro River.  

Russian forces continued to strike Ukrainian facilities in Kherson City, despite reportedly experiencing ammunition 

shortages in the Donetsk City direction. They also shelled port areas in Ochakiv and settlements along the right bank of 

the Dnipro River in Kherson and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts. Their forces appear to be prioritizing maintaining artillery fire 

against densely populated areas in southern Ukraine and holding a stabilized frontline along the Dnipro River over 

transferring ammunition to Avdiivka and Bakhmut areas that reportedly suffer shortages. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target enemy rear areas. Ukrainian social media sources reported Ukrainian forces struck 

a Russian base with mobilized men in Tytove (approximately 75km west of Mariupol. UGS reported a Ukrainian strike 

on December 25 killed and wounded up to 100 Russian servicemen, 15 of whom were personnel from the Russian 

Federal Security Service (FSB), near Novobilozerivka (approximately 57km northwest of Melitopol). 

Areas to the immediate east of the River Dnipro are extremely marshy at present with freezing weather shortly to 

transform existing Russian trenches into freeze boxes. 

Zelensky sees gains on Russia in the east - Kyiv has seen a noticeable drop in enemy Air Force activity after a 

drone strike on a strategic-bomber base deep inside Russian territory on Monday, said a military spokesperson.  

President Zelensky said Ukrainian troops are resisting Russia’s advances in intense fighting in the east and finding some 

opportunities to drive them out. 

Zelensky said in his overnight address that the most difficult areas of the front are near the towns of Bakhmut and 

Kreminna where Russia is pushing hard to make advances, and his office said he met with his commander in chief to 

discuss the situation.  

Russian forces, military equipment and weaponry are concentrated around Bakhmut, but efforts to encircle the town 

have been unsuccessful, Deputy Defence Minister Hanna Malyar said on television.  

Ukrainian troops repelled attacks near eight settlements in the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk regions, Ukraine’s General 

Staff said on Facebook. 

Russia losing thousands of soldiers as Bakhmut plan collapses - Thousands of Russian troops have already 

died in the continued battle of Bakhmut, according to a Ukrainian close to the action. 

Serhiy Haidai, governor of the Russian-occupied Luhansk region, said Monday on his Telegram page that the city under 

the Ukrainian flag has become a new military home for Russian paratroopers who were transferred from Kherson and 

are now fighting in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions. 

Mobilized troops who trained for two months in the Russian Federation "can only slightly halt the offensive of the 

[Ukraine] Armed Forces," he added, saying "they will not change the general picture." 

"It is no longer even a strategic military plan, although there is such a thing, but a rather symbolic matter—which the 

Kremlin regime loves very much," Haidai said. 

Russia running out of troops in battle for Bakhmut, battalions split up—ISW - Russia is running out of 

troops in the intensifying battle for Bakhmut in Ukraine's eastern Donbas region, while battalions are being split up, 

according to an assessment by the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). 
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The U.S. think tank said Russian forces in Bakhmut may be nearing "culmination"—the point at which an attacking 

military force can no longer continue its advance—as Russian forces in the southern Kherson region did in August. 

Russian losses are likely forcing the Russian military in the Bakhmut area to use squad-sized assault groups. 

The think tank noted that on Tuesday, Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Cherevaty reported 

Russian forces in the Bakhmut area are no longer operating as company and battalion tactical groups, but are instead 

operating in smaller groups of 10 to 15 service members, in squad-size organizations. 

This move echoes a similar decision by Russia's military in August in the Kherson region, the ISW said, when Russian 

forces similarly degenerated from company and battalion tactical groups to individual squad-sized groups. 

Russian draftee beats commander to death, sent to pre-trial jail - A military court in Russia’s Magnitogorsk 

has sent a senior sergeant drafted during mobilisation and accused of assaulting his commander to a pre-trial detention 

centre, the court informs. 

The man is accused of violence towards a superior officer during mobilisation and is facing up to 15 years in prison.  

The injuries he inflicted caused the captain to die at the scene. 

The brawl happened inside a military train parked at the Misyash station in Russia’s Chelyabinsk region. The names of 

the servicemen remain undisclosed. 

Putin's disgruntled troops intensify battle between key allies – A private army utilized by Putin for combat in 

Ukraine has become involved in a public feud with official military leaders and the country's state-controlled media. 

Members of the Wagner Group, a network of Russian mercenaries linked to Putin, recently released a video in which 

they can be heard demanding more weapons while using expletives to refer to General Gerasimov, Russia's Chief of the 

General Staff of the Armed Forces. 

"We have nothing to fight with, we have no rounds. The guys are dying for us there...We are fighting against the entire 

Ukrainian army near Bakhmut. Where are you? It's about time you help us," said one of the Wagner fighters in the 

video that's been shared on social media. 

Controversy around the video became more pronounced after Prigozhin—the Russian oligarch who controls the 

Wagner group—dismissed reports from Russian media that the men in the video were Ukrainians disguised as Wagner 

members. 

"There are no [Ukrainian] nationalists in that notorious video," Prigozhin said in a message posted on the Telegram 

channel of his Concord Management and Consulting company, according to The Daily Beast. 

"The guys asked me to pass along, that when you're sitting in a warm office, it's hard to hear the problems on the 

frontline. But when you're dragging the dead bodies of your friends every day, and seeing them for the last time, then 

supplies are very much needed. And you want everyone to stir and at least in some way to think about how it is for 

those on the frontline," Prigozhin reportedly said. 

He added, "As for the problems that are unfortunately surfacing at every step...we will solve them, and force them to 

be solved." 

Russian Mobilization 

The Kremlin continues to intensify its efforts to punish deserters and saboteurs in Russia in the public eye. A Russian 

media outlet reported that authorities detained eight mobilized men from Kaliningrad Oblast who deserted their 
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positions in Luhansk Oblast and arrived in Moscow to surrender their weapons. The outlet also reported authorities 

began sentencing men who refused to participate in the war, sentencing a Kamchatka man to almost two years in 

prison for ”failure to comply with an order in wartime.”  

Russian sources reported the FSB killed two men on December 26 in Kabardino-Balkarian Republic suspected of 

preparing an attack on a local military recruitment center. Officials continue to persecute people for ”discrediting” the 

Russian Armed Forces. The Kremlin is likely setting conditions for further persecution of protesters, deserters, and 

saboteurs amidst a protracted war. 

Some Russians are continuing to express their dissatisfaction with Russia’s force generation efforts. A retired pensioner 

couple committed an arson attack against a Russian military recruitment center in Podolsk, Moscow Oblast on 

December 27. A Russian independent outlet also reported that a young man in Syktyvkar, Komi Republic, committed an 

act of self-harm in a military recruitment center, likely out of fear of conscription. 

Impacts 

Bakhmut - Ukrainian President Zelenskyy says “only a few civilians” are left in Bakhmut compared to 70,000 last year 

after the eastern city became the battleground for the conflict. 

Zelenskyy says that “only a few civilians” were left in the eastern front-line town of Bakhmut, which has endured 

months of fierce fighting. 

“Last year, 70,000 people lived there. Now only a few civilians are left there,” Zelenskyy said on Facebook. 

Following months of defeat, Russian forces are now seeking to wrest control of the eastern region of Donetsk where 

Bakhmut has become the epicentre of fighting. 

In Bakhmut, “there is no place that is not covered with blood. There is no hour when the terrible roar of artillery does 

not sound,” Zelenskyy said. 

“Still, Bakhmut stands,” he added. 

Earlier this month, the president made a surprise trip to Bakhmut, describing the town as Ukraine’s front-line 

“fortress.” 

‘Very serious’ issue, says Germany on Russian spy scandal - Germany views the arrest of an intelligence 

employee on suspicion of spying for Russia as a “very serious” issue, the foreign ministry said. 

Authorities will be given comprehensive support in the investigation, ministry spokeswoman Christiane Hoffmann said 

at a news briefing in Berlin. 

“The Federal Chancellery and the Federal Chancellor [Olaf Scholz] were involved in this case at an early stage,” she said. 

“It is very important that nothing becomes public that could give the Russian side the opportunity to gain insights.” 

Before Christmas, an employee of Germany’s foreign intelligence agency, the BND, was arrested on suspicion of having 

passed classified information to Russia. 

The suspect faces treason charges that carry a sentence of at least five years or life imprisonment in severe cases such 

as this one. German authorities have carried out several probes in recent months against alleged Russian spies and 

informants and expelled dozens of Russian diplomats, accusing them of conducting covert activities to destabilize the 

country’s democratic system. 
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Russia expels Lithuanian diplomat - Russia expels a Lithuanian diplomat and orders them to leave the country 

within five days. 

“On Dec. 28, Chargé d’affaires of Lithuania in Russia, Jurgita Cibulskiene, was summoned to the Russian Foreign 

Ministry … One of the diplomats of the Lithuanian embassy was declared ‘persona non grata,’ he must leave the 

territory of the Russian Federation within five days,” a Russian foreign ministry statement said. 

The statement added that the Lithuanian side “strongly protested in connection with the unjustified expulsion of an 

employee of the Russian Embassy in Vilnius.” 

On December 1, the Lithuanian foreign ministry said that a Russian Embassy employee was declared “persona non 

grata” due to “activities incompatible with his diplomatic status. 

Peace Talks 

10-point peace plan must involve new Russian territories: Kremlin - The Kremlin dismisses Zelenskyy’s 10-

point peace plan, saying that proposals to end the conflict must consider “today’s realities” of four Ukrainian regions 

having joined Russia. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said: “There can be no peace plan for Ukraine that does not take into account 

today’s realities regarding Russian territory, with the entry of four regions into Russia. Plans that do not take these 

realities into account cannot be peaceful.” 

Russia “annexed” Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhia regions as part of its territory in September after 

referendums that Ukraine and its Western allies called a “sham.” 

Zelenskyy’s 10-point peace plan, which he first announced in November, envisions the withdrawal of Russian troops 

from Ukraine, which would mean Russia giving up the four regions and Crimea. 

The Kremlin has repeatedly said it is open to peace talks with Ukraine. 

Sanctions 

Russian airlines affected by Western sanctions - Passengers on Russian airlines’ was down 15.7 percent in 

November year-on-year to 6.94 million passengers, data from the Rosstat federal statistics service showed, as the 

industry feels the effects of sanctions. 

Western countries banned Russian airlines from using their airspace in response to Moscow invading Ukraine in 

February, cutting the airlines off from lucrative routes to Europe and the United States. 

Traffic for the first 11 months of the year was down 14.4 percent to 88 million passengers, Rosstat said. 

2022 was ‘difficult’, says Gazprom head - The head of Gazprom says they had a challenging year as the company 

seeks new markets following international sanctions over Moscow’s Ukraine offensive. 

“I want to say right away that 2022, of course, has turned out to be very, very difficult,” Alexei Miller said during an 

end-of-year conference. 

Miller noted a “total change in the energy markets” driven by Western sanctions on Moscow in response to the 

invasion. 

He insisted, however, that Gazprom continues to operate in a “very well-coordinated” manner. 
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The loss of the European market has led Russia to seek alternatives, particularly in Asia. 

Miller also welcomed last week’s launch 

of the Kovykta gas field in Siberia, which 

would significantly raise exports to 

China. 

“The Power of Siberia gas pipeline is now 

in operation throughout its entire length, 

more than 3,000 kilometres [1,864 

miles]” Miller said. 

Russia’s economy contracts by 2 

percent, rouble weakens - Russia’s 

economy contracted by more than 2 

percent during the past 11 months, 

Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin said 

during a televised government meeting. 

The rouble also weakened sharply on 

Wednesday, sliding to the 72 mark 

against the dollar, as sanctions on 

Russian oil and their probable effect on 

export revenues put pressure on the 

Russian currency. 

The rouble lost approximately 8 percent 

against the dollar last week. 

The finance ministry has said the recent slump is related to recovering imports. 

Ship insurers to cancel war cover from January 1 - Ship insurers say they are cancelling war risk cover across 

Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, following an exit from the region by reinsurers, who insure the insurer, in the face of steep 

losses. 

P&I (protection and indemnity) clubs American, North, UK and West are no longer able to offer war risk cover for 

liabilities in the region from January 1, when they usually renew their 12-month contracts, they said on their websites. 

The clubs are among the biggest P&I insurers and cover about 90 percent of the world’s ocean-going ships. 

“The Club’s reinsurers are no longer able to secure reinsurance for war risk exposure to Russian, Ukrainian or Belarus 

territorial risks,” it said. 

American P&I said on December 23 that it had received a “notice of cancellation” for the region from its war risk 

reinsurers and was annulling its own insurance. 

Containment 

Ukraine buys 1,400 drones - Ukraine has bought some 1,400 drones, mostly for reconnaissance, and plans to 

develop combat models that can attack the exploding drones Russia has used during its invasion of the country, 

according to the Ukrainian government minister in charge of technology. 
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Minister of Digital Transformation Mykhailo Fedorov described Russia’s war in Ukraine as the first main war of the 

internet age. He credited drones and satellite internet systems like Elon Musk’s Starlink with having transformed the 

conflict. 

Ukraine has purchased drones like the Fly Eye, used for intelligence, battlefield surveillance and reconnaissance. 

“And the next stage, now that we are more or less equipped with reconnaissance drones, is strike drones,” Federov 

said. “These are both exploding drones and drones that fly up to three to 10 kilometres [1.8 to 6.2 miles] and hit 

targets.” 

He predicted “more missions with strike drones” in the future, but would not elaborate. 

Russian authorities have alleged several Ukrainian drone attacks on their military bases in recent weeks. On Monday, 

Russia said its forces shot down a drone approaching the Engels airbase located more than 600km (370 miles) from the 

Ukrainian border. 

Biden launches major effort to choke Iran’s drone program, end supply to Russia - The Biden 

administration has launched a major effort to choke Iran’s ability to manufacture and deliver drones for Russia to use in 

the war in Ukraine, the New York Times reports, likening the move to the years-long effort to halt Iran’s drive toward 

nuclear weapons. 

The report says the US is cooperating closely with Israel on the issue, and building on Jerusalem’s experience thwarting 

Iranian drone attacks. 

Citing multiple officials in the US, Europe and the ME, the report says that the program also aims to give Ukraine the 

ability to shoot down any “kamikaze” drones that Russia does manage to acquire or target their launch sites. 

Among the steps being taken is blocking access to Western-made components that Iran uses in the drones, the report 

says, adding that stopping Iran from acquiring the dual-use technology is proving challenging. 

“We are looking at ways to target Iranian UAV production through sanctions, export controls, and talking to private 

companies whose parts have been used in the production,” Adrienne Watson, the spokeswoman for the National 

Security Council says, using the acronym for unmanned aerial vehicles. 

“We are assessing further steps we can take in terms of export controls to restrict Iran’s access to technologies used in 

drones,” she adds. 

Geopolitical 

Kremlin: Hungary will occupy Ukraine’s western territories in 2023 - Former Russian President Dmitry 

Medvedev has posted his (and the Kremlin’s) predictions for the coming year on his Twitter page. Needless to say, most 

of them are absolutely bold. He did not forget to include Hungary in his visions.  

Now chairman of the Russian National Security Council, he posted some stark predictions. It is not clear how much of it 

is trolling, Portfolio writes, but some of the predictions seem to be quite surreal. Some of them even mention Hungary 

directly. 

The predictions  

Medvedev’s (and the Kremlin’s?) predictions are as follows:  

• Oil prices rise to USD 150 per barrel and gas to USD 5,000 per 1,000 cubic metres;  

• The UK rejoins the EU;  
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• After the British return, the EU will collapse and the euro will disappear;  

• Poland and Hungary occupy the western territories of the defunct Ukraine;  

• Germany and its “satellite countries” will create a “fourth empire,” which will include the Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, the Baltic countries, Poland and “the Republic of Kiev, as well as other outcasts.”  

• France and the Fourth Empire will go to war with each other, and Poland will be divided between them.  

• Northern Ireland secedes from the United Kingdom and joins Ireland.  

• Civil war in the United States: California and Texas become independent states. Texas and Mexico will join 

forces, and Elon Musk will become president of “the states won by the Republican Party in the new civil war.”  

• The biggest stock exchanges and financial companies leave the US and Europe and move to Asia.  

• Collapse of the Bretton Woods system, collapse of the IMF and the World Bank.  

• The euro and dollar lose their status as the world’s reserve currencies, replaced by digital currencies. 

Elon Musk of Twitter replied; In the comments, Elon Musk calls the predictions utterly absurd. He wrote “Those are 

definitely the most absurd predictions I’ve ever heard, while also showing astonishing lack of awareness of the progress 

of artificial intelligence and sustainable energy.” Four hours before that, though, he replied “Epic thread!!” 

Kosovo minister sees Russian influence in growing Serbian tension - Kosovo’s Interior Minister Xhelal Svecla 

has accused Serbia, under the influence of Russia, of attempting to destabilize his country by supporting the Serb 

minority in northern Kosovo who have blocked roads in an escalation of weeks of protests. 

Serbs in the ethnically-divided city of Mitrovica in northern Kosovo erected new barricades on Tuesday, hours after 

Serbia said it had put its military on the highest combat footing following weeks of escalating tensions between 

Belgrade and Pristina over the protests. 

The new barriers, made of heavily-loaded trucks, were put in place overnight in Mitrovica and represent the first time 

since the recent crisis started that Serbs have blocked streets in one of Kosovo’s main towns. Until now, barricades had 

been set on roads leading to the Kosovo-Serbia border. 

The trucks have been parked to block the road linking the Serb-majority part of the town to the Albanian-majority part. 

“It is precisely Serbia, influenced by Russia, that has raised a state of military readiness and that is ordering the erection 

of new barricades, in order to justify and protect the criminal groups that terrorize,” Svecla said in a statement on 

Tuesday. 

Serbia denies it is trying to destabilize its neighbour Kosovo and says it only wants to protect the Serbian minority living 

in what is now Kosovan territory but is not recognised by Belgrade. 

Kosovo’s former Foreign Minister Meliza Hardinaj also tweeted on Wednesday that the barricades in the north of the 

country were not spurred by a “lack of” Serbian community rights, but were “a direct order” from Serbia and Russia to 

ignite conflict. 

Kosovo 'on the brink of armed conflict' - The situation in Kosovo is "on the brink of armed conflicts", according to 

Serbian prime minister Ana Brnabic, amid mounting tensions in former Belgrade province's volatile north as Serbia's 

President accuses Albanian authorities of plotting against his nation and people. 

Russia has turned off the lights - Moscow has been trying to keep Moldova in its area of influence for a long time, 

using all kinds of creative ways to do so: energy sources, propaganda, supporting separatists in Transnistria. But ever 

since the start of the war in Ukraine, Moldova has begun assuredly distancing itself from Russia and moving towards 

the European Union. It was even granted the status of an EU membership candidate — at the same time as Ukraine. 
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Russian missiles, set on destroying the Ukrainian energy infrastructure while “ricocheting” through to the Moldova 

energy system, added fuel to the fire. At the peak of the crisis, the country went through a mass power outage and 

total blackouts. In response, Moscow has been increasing the pressure through energy blackmail and opposition 

politicians it has control over, who have been “rocking the boat” and protesting. Tiraspol and Chișinău have even 

started to reach compromises in reaction to Russia’s moves. 

At the beginning of October Russia’s Gazprom announced it would reduce gas supply to the country, including to 

Transnistria, a region outside of Moldova’s control, by 30% — down to 5.7 million cubic metres per day. 

The Russian company blamed its decision on the refusal of Ukrainian Naftogaz to provide gas transportation services 

through the Sokhranovka station. 

But Moldova is certain: all of this is Russia’s blackmail which put the country on the line of a humanitarian crisis for two 

months. After gas supply had been reduced, power outages started happening in the country. Even without taking into 

account massive shelling, which made using Ukraine’s energy sources impossible, there was just not enough fuel to 

produce the amount of electricity needed for both banks of the Dniester River. 

“Russia has left Moldova in the dark. Russia’s war in Ukraine is killing people, destroying residential areas and the 

energy infrastructure with missiles. Ukraine is still getting shelled,” Moldova’s President Maia Sandu wrote in a 

Facebook post after the blackout on 23 November. “We can’t trust the regime that leaves us dark and cold, that 

purposefully kills people just to be able to keep other nations poor and humiliated. However difficult it is today, our 

only way forward, the road to the future of the Republic of Moldova remains in the direction of the free world.” 

Against all odds: How Russia is failing in Ukraine 
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Before the invasion, many experts expected a quick victory for Russia in its war on Ukraine. But over the last 10 

months, in the air and at sea, Moscow has failed to prove its superiority. 

When Russia began amassing its troops along the border with Ukraine about a year ago, many Western experts and 

politicians believed Kyiv would fall within a few days of an invasion. This also seemed to be Russia's assumption. 

But when Russian troops advanced to the outskirts of the capital in the first days of the war, they were halted by the 

Ukrainian army and forced to withdraw. Those miscalculations continue to reverberate to this day. Though Putin has 

not directly admitted to it, in early December he seemed to be preparing his country for a long war. 

Russia's air sovereignty has been deflated 

Several expectations did not materialize after the February invasion. It was thought that Russia would quickly gain air 

sovereignty by eliminating both the Ukrainian Air Force and air defenses, an assumption that may have been based on 

previous observations in eastern Ukraine. 

When war broke out in the eastern Donbas region in 2014, with Russia denying any involvement, Ukraine took heavy 

losses of planes and helicopters in the first few months, and opted not to use those that remained. The Ukrainian Air 

Force was virtually eliminated. 

Things have gone quite differently in recent months, however. The February 28 announcement by Russian Defense 

Ministry that the country had claimed sovereignty over Ukraine's entire airspace turned out to be false. While it 

remains true that the Russian Air Force is clearly superior in terms of size and technology, Ukraine still maintains intact 

aircraft and helicopters despite numerous missile attacks on military airports and combat operations on the front lines. 

Its air defenses are growing stronger, too. 

Ukrainian sources have said Russia has lost hundreds of aircraft and helicopters since the war began. Though these 

claims cannot be independently confirmed, Western intelligence services also point to significant losses for the Russian 

Air Force, which is operating on a limited basis at the front lines and no longer venturing deep into Ukraine's interior. 

Instead, Russia is using an increasing number of drones and missiles that are also being intercepted more and more 

effectively by Ukrainian air defenses. Kyiv owes much of this to continued Western aid. 

Faltering fleet on the Black Sea 

Russia also clearly outmatches Ukraine at sea. In 2021, Moscow twice conducted training exercises in the annexed 

Crimea Peninsula, landing troops. The exercises raised fears that the Kremlin would launch an offensive in southern 

Ukraine and move toward Odesa, using warships to bring large troop formations and armored personnel carriers 

ashore. Not only has this not come to pass, experts are now skeptical that it will ever happen. 

"Amphibious landings are very risky," said Marc DeVore, a senior lecturer on international defense policy at the 

University of St. Andrews, adding that it requires a significant overmatch in capabilities. Russia has apparently been 

looking for landing opportunities but hasn't found an "unprotected beach," he said. 

While Russian troops managed to occupy the small and strategically important Snake Island southwest of Odesa after 

gathering warships offshore at the start of the invasion, Ukraine managed to drive them out with targeted artillery 

attacks in late June. 

In fact, Russia's Black Sea fleet has so far proved to be one of the biggest losers in the war. The flagship cruiser Moskva 

was damaged by Ukrainian missiles in April and later sank. A month earlier, the landing ship Saratov also sank after it 

was hit by a Ukrainian missile in the port of Berdyansk in the Sea of Azov. 
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Black Sea Fleet warships have since maintained a greater distance from the coast, which remains controlled by Kyiv. 

They are also no longer safe at the Russian naval base in Sevastopol, where Ukraine has attacked both the 

headquarters and ships with drones. But the fleet is not completely out of commission — ships continue to attack 

Ukraine with cruise missiles from a safe distance. 

Russia officially abandoned its naval blockade of Ukrainian ports to make the grain deal brokered by Turkey and the 

United Nations possible. After the attack on Russian warships in late October, Moscow backed out of the deal — and 

then returned after receiving "guarantees" from Kyiv that its Black Sea fleet would not be attacked from a specific 

"corridor," Moscow said. 

Ukraine boosts cyber defenses, with Western help 

Before the invasion there were also fears that Russia would cripple Ukraine with massive cyberattacks, given the fact 

that latter has been a hacking target for years. About a week before the start of the Russian invasion, on February 15, 

there was a massive cyberattack described by Mykhailo Fedorov, Ukraine's vice prime minister and minister of digital 

transformation, as "the largest DDoS attack in the history of Ukraine." Several banks, the Defense Ministry and other 

entities were affected by these artificial requests on the internet that overload the target's web servers. 

Additionally, there were cyberattacks on government structures and the parliament the day before the invasion, also 

attributed to Russia. But Kyiv seemed to be well prepared for this, and subsequent cyberattacks were less successful 

than those in previous years. While critical infrastructure elements such as the power grid have still been disrupted, this 

has been due to missile attacks rather than hackers. 

As with military aid, years of Western help with cyber defenses has paid off in Ukraine. A few days before the invasion, 

for example, the European Union provided the country with its Cyber Rapid Response Team at its request. For now, it 

appears that Russia's digital warfare is faltering as badly as the country's troops on the battlefield. Nevertheless, 

Western experts expect cyberattacks to spike as winter wears on. 

 


