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Conflict Update # 114 

July 8th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to conduct 

limited offensive operations north of 

Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued 

attempting to advance toward Siversk 

from Lysychansk but did not make any 

confirmed territorial gains. 

Russian forces launched assaults on 

Dementiivka to disrupt Ukrainian ground 

lines of communication (GLOCs) along the 

T2117 highway. 

Russian forces continued to launch 

assaults on settlements along the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv and Kherson-

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border to regain 

lost positions. 

Russian Federation Council approved 

a bill committing the Kremlin to paying 

veteran benefits to civilians involved in 

the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Russian occupation authorities 
continued to set conditions for the 

annexation of Donbas and southern 

Ukraine. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces continued to conduct 

offensive operations north of Slovyansk on July 8. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces 

launched an unsuccessful assault in Bohorodychne, approximately 20 km north of Slovyansk, and geolocated footage 

showed Ukrainian artillery destroying five Russian tanks advancing onto the settlement from the southwest.  

Slovyansk Mayor Vadym Lyakh stated that Russian forces shelled Slovyansk during the night of July 7 and July 8 and 

NASA’s Fire Information for Resource Management System (FIRMS) remotely sensed data showed fires around 
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Raihorodok, just 10 km east of Slovyansk. Russian forces 

also shelled Volubivka, Husarivka, and Chepil northwest 

of Izyum, likely in an effort to restrain Ukrainian 

counterattacks in the area. 

Russian forces continued to launch assaults in an effort 

to reach Siversk from the Lysychansk area but did not 

make any confirmed territorial gains. UGS reported that 

Ukrainian artillery fire repelled Russian force from 

newly-established positions in Verknokamyanske 

(approximately 8 km east of Siversk).  

Russian forces also unsuccessfully attempted to break 

through Ukrainian defenses around Spirne and Ivano-

Daryvivka to reach Siversk from the southeast, and also 

continued to shell Siversk and settlements northeast 

and east of Siversk. The UK Defense Ministry noted that 

Russian forces are concentrating equipment in the Siversk 

direction, possibly to resume frontal assaults on Ukrainian 

positions in the settlement in the near future. 

Russian forces are continuing to set conditions to advance 

toward Bakhmut by firing artillery and conducting offensive 

operations south and east of the city. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Russian forces launched an assault on 

Vessela Dolyna, approximately 7 km south of Bakhmut, and 

fighting is ongoing in the settlement. Russian forces shelled 

Ukrainian positions in Bilohorivka, Klynove, Berestove, 

Novoluahanske, Pokrovske, Kodema, Opytne, and Zaitseve. 

Russian forces also launched airstrikes on Vuhlehirska Power 

Station and Vershyna, just south of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations around 

Avdiivka and continued to shell and launch airstrikes in the 

area. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces did not make any confirmed gains near Kharkiv City on July 8 but 

are likely attempting spoiling attacks to stymie Ukrainian counterattacks. Russian forces are likely attempting to conduct 

spoiling attacks near Dementiivka to disrupt ongoing Ukrainian counterattacks from Prudyanka north toward Russian 

positions in Tsupivka. UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled two Russian attacks against Dementiivka.  

Russian forces in Mali Prokhody and Velyki Prokhody are likely attempting to attack west toward Dementiivka to reach 

the Ukrainian ground line of communication (GLOC) on the T2117 road that supports the frontline Ukrainian position in 

Prudianka. Two reservoirs north and south of Dementiivka complicate feasible Russian approaches toward the T2117 and 

are likely funneling Russian forces toward Ukrainian defensive positions in Dementiivka. Russian forces continued heavy 

shelling near and in Kharkiv City. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis 

- Russian forces continued to attack 

settlements along the Kherson-Mykolaiv 

and Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts 

borders in an effort to retake lost 

positions. UGS reported that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian attack on Velyke 

Artakove, on the western bank of the 

Inhulets River.  

Russian forces are likely attempting to 

push Ukrainian forces from their positions 

on the eastern bank in Lozove. The 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command 

noted that Ukrainian missile and artillery 

units repelled Russian reconnaissance 

attempts and struck a Russian ammunition 

depot in the Vysokopillya area on the 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border.  

Ukrainian forces reportedly struck other 

Russian ammunition depots and 

concentration areas near Davydiv Brid, 

Pravdyne, and Nova Kakhovka. Ukrainian 

aviation continues to successfully strike 

Russian positions in Kherson Oblast, which 

could indicate that Russian force lack 

sufficient air defense systems in the area. 

Russian forces continued to shell Mykolaiv 

City and settlements in its vicinity, and 

launched a cruise missile strike on Odesa 

Oblast on July 8. The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Russian Su-30 aircraft launched a Kh-31 

cruise missile strike on Odesa Oblast coast, noting that Russian forces may continue targeting coastal settlements rather 

than inland areas. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - The Russian Federation Council approved a bill on July 8, granting 

veteran statuses to civilian personnel participating in the “special military operation in Ukraine.” The bill would entitle 
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civilian personnel of the Russian Armed Forces, repair brigades, and medical staff to veteran benefits and pension. The 

Kremlin is likely attempting to incentivize more Russians to participate in the war effort, but these measures also commit 

the Russian budget to a long-term obligation to financially support more veterans. 

Russian forces had reportedly mobilized approximately 140,000 servicemen in Donbas by mid-June, having begun 

mobilizing reservists in the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR and LNR) in 2021.  

Russian independent outlet Meduza cited Russian Eastern Human Rights Group’s findings that Russian forces deployed 

48,000 mobilized personnel to the line of contact in Ukraine. Eastern Human Rights Group also found that Russian military 

recruiters carried out aggressive enlistment campaigns among DNR and LNR military-aged men and incentivized the 

homeless and drunks to join the Russian military. Meduza reported that DNR and LNR conscripts arrived in Valuyki, 

Belgorod Oblast, before deploying to Kharkiv Oblast with poor equipment.  

ISW has previously reported that Russian forces deployed DNR servicemen to defend settlements around Kharkiv City. 

Russian officials also reportedly established eight mobilization centers in occupied settlements in Donbas to recruit 

reserves.  

The DNR 4th Battalion of the 109th Regiment published a video addressing Russian President Vladimir Putin and DNR 

Head Denis Pushilin, complaining that military recruiters did not provide the mobilized unit with the necessary equipment 

and documentation that certify participation in the war. The 109th Regiment’s appeal noted that the unit lacks highly-

skilled officers. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities continued to undertake measures to set 

conditions for the annexation of southern Ukraine. Russian Ambassador to the United Kingdom Andrey Kelin said that 

Russia does not intend to leave southern Ukraine after capturing Donbas, asserting that the withdrawal would cause 

provocations and loss of civilian lives.  

The Ukrainian Resistance Center noted that Russian occupation authorities are replacing Ukrainian collaborators in 

Kherson Oblast and Melitopol with Russian officials. The Kremlin is also appointing Russian officials in the Donetsk and 

Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR and LNR), likely to recruit personnel to facilitate the unilateral annexation of Donbas 

and southern Ukraine.  

The Ukrainian Resistance Center also reported that Russian occupation authorities are bribing residents of occupied 

territories with 10,000 rubles to receive Russian passports. The Kremlin continues “passportization” efforts to ensure 

permanent control over occupied territories. 

Russian occupation authorities are attempting to increase security in occupied territories, likely fearing Ukrainian partisan 

activity or sabotage operations. Russian-appointed Kharkiv Oblast Head Vitaliy Ganchev introduced martial law in 

occupied Kharkiv Oblast settlements.  

The introduction of martial law likely indicates that Russian occupation authorities are very concerned about partisan 

activity and fear Ukrainian sabotage of Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in eastern Kharkiv Oblast. 

Ukrainian Operational Forces reported that Russian-appointed Head of Kakhovka Administrative District Volodymyr 

Leontiev ordered an access control regime in the city, requiring residents to obtain permits to enter certain buildings or 

areas. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that Ukrainian partisans killed the Russian-appointed Nova Khakovka 

Police Deputy Chief Serhiy Tomka in his car on July 7. 

Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai stated that Russian forces are not conducting an operational 

pause as of July 8 and are continuing to shell settlements and deploy additional tank units to Donbas. Haidai’s statement 

likely reflects confusion about the meaning of the expression “operational pause” and how such a “pause” actually 

manifests on the ground in a war. US military doctrine considers the role of operational pauses in warfighting and 
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campaigning in some detail. It notes that “Normally, operational pauses are planned to regenerate combat power or 

augment sustainment and forces for the next phase.” It observes that “The primary drawback to operational pauses is 

the risk of forfeiting strategic or operational initiative.” It therefore recommends that “If pauses are necessary, the 

[commander] can alternate pauses among components to ensure continuous pressure on the enemy or adversary 

through offensive actions by some components while other components pause.” Soviet military theory regarded 

operational pauses in a similar fashion—sometimes necessary, but always dangerous. 

The Russian military command, which announced an operational pause on July 7, has apparently recognized the need for 

a pause given the state of Russian forces at this point in the campaign. The Russian troops that have completed the 

seizure of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk are clearly in need of regenerating combat power and building up supporting 

capabilities, including supply, before launching another large-scale offensive operation. Numerous reports from various 

sources show that they are engaged in both activities. They have naturally and necessarily ceased efforts to conduct 

large-scale offensive operations in this sector while they reorganized, reinforce, and resupply their tired troops—in other 

words, they are in an operational pause in this sector. 

Recognizing the danger of allowing the Ukrainians to seize the initiative and go over to an offensive of their own, however, 

Russian forces continue to conduct more-limited offensive operations in this sector and elsewhere along the front line.  

Those operations involve smaller Russian forces than had been involved in the attacks on Severodonetsk and Lysychansk 

pursuing more limited and localized objectives with less determination and willingness to take casualties compared with 

their behavior during the fights for the two cities.  

When the Russian military command has determined that it has adequately prepared for a renewed major offensive 

operation, it will likely resume larger-scale ground offensives with more troops and a greater determination than it is 

currently showing. The transition out of the operational pause may be gradual and difficult to discern at once, just as the 

transition into it appeared gradual.  

Skillful campaign design aims to achieve precisely such an effect in order to persuade the enemy that no pause is 

contemplated or underway, or that it will be too short to be of benefit to the enemy, and thereby convince the enemy 

that it does not have the opportunity to seize the initiative and go over to a counter-offensive of its own. Russian 

campaign design, inadequate as it has generally been, is nevertheless good enough to manifest this basic principle of 

operational art. 

Russian milbloggers are continuing to show rhetorical opposition to the Kremlin by faulting the Russian 

Defense Ministry for making Russian logistics vulnerable to the Ukrainian strikes via US-provided HIMARS rocket systems.  

Russian milbloggers are notably criticizing the Russian military command instead of expressing patriotic hatred toward 

Western suppliers of HIMARS as one would have expected of the ultra-nationalist, pro-war Telegram channels.  

Former Russian military commander Igor Girkin, an outspoken Russian nationalist who commanded militants during the 

Donbas war in 2014, stated that personnel of the Russian Defense Ministry’s logistics department should be tried for 

failing to disperse and camouflage ammunition depots.  

Russian milbloggers Starshe Eddy and Russian officer Aleksey Suronkin echoed similar concerns over the effectiveness of 

HIMARS, calling on Russian forces to adapt to new threats and strike back against Ukrainian forces. The continued trend 

of patriotic and pro-war Russian milbloggers blaming the Kremlin by default for setbacks and problems in the war may 

begin to create in effect a loyal opposition that could ultimately erode confidence in the milbloggers’ significant audience 

in Russia’s ability to win. 

Ongoing Russian reports and internal (Russian) criticism of the effect of Ukraine’s HIMARS weapons systems shows the 

impact these weapons are having in the battle for Donbas.  
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Precise co-ordinates – Ukrianian long-range artillery batteries are striking Russian field positions and arms depots with 

deadly accuracy. 

During the first days of the war and paricularly to the north of Kyiv, young kids with drones and local people would “spot” 

Russian arms and troop movements, and pass these through to their heavy artillery and rocket folk behind them. 

Urkiane would then unleash barrages of rockets and “shoot and scoot” operators on to the identified areas, with 

devastating results for Russian battalions. 

The same appears to be happening now in captured areas of the Donbas. Except that it is now an open-terrain war front, 

not urban as before, with Russian tactics of bloodied bombardments followed by incremental “tactical creep”. 

But now it appears that precise co-ordinates of Russian arms dumps, command centers and field concentrations are 

being relayed back to Ukrainian field commands from behind Russian lines, allowing them to deploy GPS-guided new 

artillery weapons, like the HIMARS, to accurately pinpoint and destroy these targets. 

Russia has lost 10 major arms depots in the last week – commensurate with deployment of the HIMARS batteries recently 

received from the US. 

This will not be lost on the Russian Command, neither will be the fact that even longer ranged weaponry is being delivered 

to Ukrainian forces with training currently underway. HIMARS has a range of some 40 miles, boosted by the addition of 

supplemental propellant charges such as lead oxide to 50 miles, whereas new weaponry is reported to have ranges of up 

to 90 to 95 miles. 

This is a game changing tactical development. These are new weapons with plentiful NATO ammunition and projectiles.  

Russia is struggling to produce arms and weaponry and to repair its Soviet-era munitions and equipment, and only this 

week introduced a law mandating Russian industrial assistance in effecting repairs to aging tanks and weapons systems. 

It was necessary for them to mandate this, because Russian manufacturers and maintenance companies were refusing 

to engage – because the Kremlin has not been paying them.  

On top of this is the growing advancement of Ukrainian air commandos where, armed with precise geographical location 

data and detailed information of Russian numbers of troops and equipment, they are dropping into field positions, 

destroying the enemy and then evacuating back to safety. Information appears again to be accurately assessed by local 

guerilla operators behing Russia’s front lines. 

“Shoot and Scoot” – it looks increasingly like Ukraine is deploying what was very successful for them in the early days 

of the war – guerilla tactics where Ukrainian operators on electric motorcyles would move between Russian positions 

and then strike them from close range. 

Except now, as mentioned above, the field of operation is open terrain in the Donbas, particularly suited to Russian mass 

movement and bombardment of towns and infrastructure. 

So, Ukraine appears to have adapted to the change in terrain. 

Their HIMARS batteries are mobile, so they strike and move. Their airborne assault troops identify enemy positions, strike 

and move. Their field artillery unleashes barrages of attack and then move. Their drones take off and land in forested 

areas and jet fighters land on public roads before being spirited away from sight. 

Modern-day guerilla warfare. 
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Ukraine's military blew up 12 Russian tanks and 5 armored personnel carriers yesterday - using British-

made NLAWs, U.S.-made Javelins, and Ukrainian artillery at an undisclosed location on the "eastern front lines." For some 

context, Kyiv's military separately said it destroyed 35 tanks overall on Thursday, which brings their alleged tally of 

Russian tanks destroyed to 1,637 over 135 days of war. 

Impacts 

Should the U.S. label Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism? Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham told Ukrainians 

in Kyiv on Thursday that he'll attempt to bring that to a vote soon on Capitol Hill, two months after first introducing the 

resolution. Both Graham and Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut, who co-sponsored that resolution in 

May, visited Ukraine this week and met with President Zelenskyy yesterday. 

Widening of conflict 

Chinese diplomat says 'reunification' with Taiwan near, cites China's 'growing comprehensive strength' 
A PRC official responsible for relations with Taiwan has claimed a "reunification" of the two countries is approaching. 

The eyebrow-raising comments were published Thursday in China's government-run newspaper, People's Daily. 

Taiwan Affairs Office lead Liu Jieyi expressed expectations for China to reclaim Taiwan in the near future due to "growing 

comprehensive strength" on the part of the Chinese. 

Western engagement in the Ukrainian conflict may give rise to (Chinese) a belief that their (Western) armories and 

inventories have been drawn down enough to warrant another front. But they are not ready at this point, their economy 

is hugely dependent upon the EU and the US for survival – at this point in history – and with estimates on (Chinese) GDP 

growth dropping with every statement, Xi needs to ensure people, especially the non-Han, are catered for. 

China is still “shaping the situation” and will continue to do so for some time to come. 

Putin 

“We haven’t even started yet” - Russian leader Putin’s statement yesterday seems to indicate, by its very issue, a 

statement of desperation, aimed at the Russian people and Kremlin elite.  

The Russians are past masters at this type of tactic. 

“If West wants to beat us on the battlefield, let them try” – In an ultra-hawkish speech to parliamentary leaders 

more than four months into the war, Putin said the prospects for any negotiation would grow dimmer the longer the 

conflict dragged on. 

Putin said on Thursday that Russia had barely gotten started in Ukraine and dared the West to try to defeat it on the 

battlefield. 

In an ultra-hawkish speech to parliamentary leaders more than four months into the war, Putin said the prospects for 

any negotiation would grow dimmer the longer the conflict dragged on. 

"Today we hear that they want to defeat us on the battlefield. What can you say, let them try," he said. 

"We have heard many times that the West wants to fight us to the last Ukrainian. This is a tragedy for the Ukrainian 

people, but it seems that everything is heading towards this." 
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Russia accuses the West of waging a proxy war against it by hammering its economy with sanctions and stepping up the 

supply of advanced weapons to Ukraine. 

But while boasting that Russia was just getting into its stride, Putin also referred to the possibility of negotiations. 

"Everyone should know that, by and large, we haven't started anything yet in earnest," he added. "At the same time, we 

don't reject peace talks. But those who reject them should know that the further it goes, the harder it will be for them to 

negotiate with us." 

It was the first reference to diplomacy in many weeks after repeated statements from Moscow that negotiations with 

Kyiv had totally broken down. 

Comment - Again, this is aimed at the Russian people. Russia is bleeding and may need to “declare war” in order to 

mobilize. It may be preparing everyday Russians that something is coming. 

He is trying to transfer the war pain from Ukraine to the West, aiming comments and rhetoric at his own people in order 

to present a bigger foe than Ukraine, which he has always projected as being “Russian” and a small nondescript country. 

Something is afoot in his world. Senior officials are increasingly upping their public demands for a wider front, for a 

mobilization, and he continues to suffer enormous damages and losses on the battlefield. 

There are 30,000+ soldiers who were killed in battle, still in refrigerated trains within Ukraine. Their annual draft expired 

April-end. It is time for them to either return home or for their families to be advised as to what happened. 

Dumping that many bodies on to the Russian people will be catastrophic, but what if he directly blames the West, that 

they killed these Russian boys? 

Russians at large will be outraged and with all genuine and factual news coverage blocked by the Kremlin, all they have 

is what Putin tells them. 

Appetite for a declaration of war and mobilization is benefitted by a general belief that their losses need to be answered. 

Putin’s very statements tell that he is desperate, he needs to reassure the Russian people and his Kremlin supporters that 

he is on top of the situation. 

Every time Putin addresses the Russian nation, there is something “behind the green door.” 

He may also be building toward declaring success and suing for peace talks in order to keep the Donbas within the “New 

Russia.” 

Containment 

HIMARS: U.S. Sends More Advanced Rocket Systems To Ukraine To Further Slow Russian Advance In East 
The United States says it will send more long-range multiple-launch rocket systems to Ukraine as Kyiv's forces prepared 

for a slow Russian advance to grab more territory in the eastern Donbas region. 

The U.S. weapons package announced on July 8 will include four High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, known as 

HIMARS, bringing to 12 the total number of these systems sent to Ukraine since last month. 

The announcement came after Russia’s top diplomat clashed with his Western counterparts at a G20 meeting in Bali, 

Indonesia, and after Russian President Putin said that continued sanctions against Russia could lead to catastrophic 

energy price increases for European households. 
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Russia’s ambassador to Britain, meanwhile, painted a bleak prospect for the war ending soon, saying Russian troops 

would capture the rest of Donbas in eastern Ukraine and were unlikely to withdraw from land across the southern coast. 

Ukraine would eventually have to strike a peace deal or "continue slipping down this hill" to ruin, Ambassador Andrei 

Kelin told Reuters in London. 

Russia is likely concentrating its equipment in the direction of Siversk, about 8 kilometers west of the current front line, 

Britain's Defense Ministry said. 

Finland Moves To Fortify Border With Russia - Finland moved toward fortifying its border with Russia, as 

lawmakers authorized barriers and allowed the closure of the entire 1,300-kilometer border under exceptional 

circumstances. 

The July 7 vote by the Finnish parliament comes as the country moves rapidly to join the NATO alliance, abandoning 

decades of neutrality in response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

The legislation, which passed by a supermajority, gives the government authorization to build fences or other barriers 

near Finnish borders. It also restricts all asylum applications to be processed at designated border crossings, such as an 

airport. 

Geopolitics 

The Balkans Are Heating up Again - Russia’s war on Ukraine has prompted NATO and the EU to examine current 

security vulnerabilities in Europe and find a way to address them. One of the major areas of focus has been the Balkans, 

and three outstanding security problems plague this still-conflict-prone region: Bulgaria’s veto on North Macedonia’s EU 

accession, which indirectly also impacts Albania; unsettled relations between Serbia and Kosovo; and the threat of 

partition of Bosnia-Herzegovina if the Serb entity withdraws from the federal institutions, as it has announced. 

An attempt by the French presidency of the Council of the EU to resolve the dispute between Bulgaria and North 

Macedonia last month backfired, leading to violent protests in Skopje since July 2. The proposed compromise would lift 

Bulgaria’s blockade on North Macedonia’s EU accession but would also impose constitutional changes and other 

conditions that the majority of Macedonian citizens see as a betrayal of their national identity. A recent survey found 

that 56 percent of respondents (and 72.80 percent of the interviewed ethnic Macedonians) would not accept starting 

negotiations with the EU at the price of North Macedonia agreeing to the “French proposal.” 

As an EU member, Bulgaria has veto powers over accepting new states, which the previous government of Boyko Borisov 

imposed in November 2020. Sofia’s objections primarily relate to presentations of historical events and figures that both 

countries claim to belong to their historical past. In addition, Bulgaria refuses to recognize the Macedonian language as 

fully separate from Bulgarian. 

G20 Diplomats Find No Common Ground As Western Countries Press Russia Over War In Ukraine - 

Diplomats from the world’s major industrialized nations failed on July 8 to find common ground over Russia’s war in 

Ukraine and how to deal with its impact on grain shipments and energy markets. 

Russia’s foreign minister walked out of two sessions held by diplomats from the Group of 20 (G20) amid criticism of the 

war on Ukraine and amid calls for Russia to allow Kyiv to ship grain out to the world. 

The July 8 meeting in Bali, Indonesia, was intended to lay the groundwork for summit of G20 leaders later this year. The 

war and soaring global food and energy prices that have resulted from it topped the agenda. 
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov walked out of the morning meeting after German Foreign Minister Annalena 

Baerbock criticized Moscow for the war. 

The vast majority of representatives at the meeting had condemned "Russia's brutal war of aggression," Baerbock said. 

"The appeal of all 19 states was very clear to Russia: this war must end," she said. 

Lavrov left the afternoon session before Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba’s scheduled virtual speech. Kuleba 

told ministers to "remember about 344 families who have lost their children when listening to Russian lies." 

Lavrov told reporters the discussions "strayed almost immediately, as soon as they took the floor, to the frenzied criticism 

of the Russian Federation in connection with the situation in Ukraine." 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Lavrov was in the room when the meeting began and 

"about two hours later he began to hold bilateral talks with colleagues in the same forum in the next room." 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken also condemned the Russian invasion. 

"What we've heard today already is a strong chorus from around the world...about the need for the aggression to end," 

Blinken said. 

During a closed-door session of officials, Blinken, who refused to hold one-on-one meetings with Lavrov, demanded 

Moscow allow grain shipments out of Ukraine. 

"To our Russian colleagues: Ukraine is not your country. Its grain is not your grain. Why are you blocking the ports? You 

should let the grain out," Blinken said, according to a Western official present. 

Zakharova said Lavrov was not present to hear Blinken's comments. 

Members of the G20, whose countries account for about 80 percent of the world's economic output and about two-

thirds of the world's population, had much to address as prices for meat, cereals, vegetable oils, dairy products, and sugar 

have soared in recent months, due largely to Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Sanctions 

Kazakh President Calls For New Oil Export Routes After Russia Suspends Key Pipeline - Kazakhstan’s 

president called for diversifying the country’s oil supply routes, a day after a Russian court suspended operations on a 

major export pipeline. 

The comments by Qasym-Zhomart Toqaev on July 7 highlighted Kazakh worries about getting its oil--which is a major 

source of government revenue--out to world markets. It also underscored potential tensions between Kazakhstan and 

Russia, whose relationship has turned prickly amid the Russian war against Ukraine. 

Around 80 percent of Kazakhstan's oil exports flow via the Caspian Pipeline to the terminal in the Russian Black Sea port 

of Novorossiisk. 

On July 6, the Caspian Pipeline Consortium, whose members include U.S. oil giants Chevron and ExxonMobil, and other 

international companies, said Russian regulators had been ordered to inspect the facilities of the Russian part of the 

consortium. 

Authorities originally gave the consortium until November 30 to correct the violations in how it deals with oil spillage. 

But regional regulators unexpectedly demanded the closure of a Russian terminal on July 6, which a local court then 

approved, Russian news agencies reported. 
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The United States has imposed sanctions on Russian oil but has said flows from Kazakhstan through Russia should run 

uninterrupted. 

Any lengthy suspension to the Caspian pipeline, which carries around 1 percent of all global oil supplies, would further 

strain the global oil market. 

 


