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Conflict Update # 242 

October 25th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 68,420 (480) soldiers killed, 2,611 (21) enemy tanks, 5,321 (+26) armored  combat vehicles, 1,674 

(+1) artillery systems, 377 (+2) MLRS systems, 190 (+1) air defense systems, 271 (+1) warplanes, 248 (+3) helicopters, 

1,372 (+2) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 350 (+21) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,054 (+10) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 149 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – Ukraine is killing an increasing number of Russian soldiers in combat – roughly 3,000 per week – 

and rising. The numbers above appear to indicate closer combat is underway which is most likely in the Kherson region. 

President Zelenskyy, answering a question some weeks ago, indicated that Ukraine also holds hundreds of Russian 

soldiers captured in combat. But Russia holds more Ukrainian soldiers, so Ukraine is looking to increase their “bounty” 

in order to exchange for their soldiers in captivity. 

Russian forces are likely preparing to defend 

Kherson City and are not fully withdrawing from 

upper Kherson  Oblast despite previous confirmed 

reports of some Russian elements withdrawing from 

upper Kherson. Ukrainian General Budanov stated 

yesterday that Russian forces are not retreating 

from Kherson City but are instead preparing the city 

for urban combat.  

This is consistent with indicators that ISW has 

observed in late October. Recent reporting about 

Russian military operations in Kherson have not 

always distinguished clearly enough between 

activities in Kherson City and those in western 

Kherson Oblast generally. Russian forces have begun 

a partial withdrawal from northwestern Kherson 

Oblast even while preparing to defend Kherson City. 

They have not launched into a full withdrawal from 

the city or the oblast as of this report. 

The Russian position in upper Kherson Oblast is, 

nevertheless, likely untenable; and Ukrainian forces 

will likely capture upper Kherson Oblast by the end 

of 2022. A Russian milblogger stated that Russia’s 

surrender even of Kherson City is overdue, as an 

attempt to hold the city will likely result in defeat, 
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arguing that if Russia’s military command decides to wage the war in Ukraine to a successful end, then the surrender of 

Kherson City is “nothing terrible” in the long run.  

The Russian military likely has not prepared the information space for a military defeat in Kherson Oblast as of 

yesterday. A Russian milblogger wrote that his Russian military contacts in Kherson Oblast do not want to nor plan to 

retreat. Russian media has not discussed the possibility of a major military loss in Kherson Oblast besides promoting 

information operations about a Ukrainian false-flag attack against the Kakhova Hydroelectric Power Plant (HPP) Dam. 

Russian forces are likely attempting to establish fallback positions closer to the Dnipro River and are reportedly setting 

conditions to defend Kherson City. UGS reported that they are continuing to mine bridges and crossings on retreat 

routes in unspecified locations in Mykolaiv and Kherson Oblast.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command added that enemy forces are maintaining their defensive positions amid the 

evacuation of civilian-occupation institutions and 

management staff. Russian milbloggers also 

claimed that Russian forces are creating 

territorial defense units with Kherson City 

residents, but these units are unlikely to be an 

effective defensive force. UGS added that 

Russian security forces released most inmates 

from Kherson City’s prison and that may use 

these men for the defense of the city. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Oskil River-Kreminna 

Line) - Russian sources claimed Ukrainian forces 

conducted  counteroffensive operations in the 

direction of Kreminna and Svatove over the past 

two days. The Russian MoD and multiple Russian 

milbloggers claimed their forces repelled a 

Ukrainian attack in the direction of 

Chervonopopivka (6km northwest of Kreminna) 

yesterday.  

A Russian milblogger added Ukrainian forces 

attempted an offensive in Bilohorivka, Luhansk 

Oblast on October 24. One milblogger reported 

Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks in 

eastern Kharkiv Oblast near Pershotravneve, 

Orlyanka, and Berestove (all west of the Svatove) 

on October 24.  

A Russian milblogger further wrote that Russian 

forces stopped a similar Ukrainian breakthrough 

attempt in intensive battles near Kreminna on 

October 23, adding that Ukrainian forces 

conducted reconnaissance-in-force along the 

Raihorodka-Kovalivka line on October 23. 

Russian sources reported that Ukrainian forces 
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continued striking objects in Luhansk Oblast with M142 HIMARS rocket artillery on October 23 and 24. Russian proxy 

officials in Luhansk Oblast reported that Ukrainian forces fired several HIMARS rounds at Novoaidar, Zorynsk, Rubizhne, 

Popasna, Starobilsk, and Svatove on October 23–24. 

UGS confirmed it had liberated Karmazynivka, Miasozharivka, and Nevske in Luhansk Oblast and Novosadove in 

Donetsk Oblast on October 24. Both Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Ukrainian forces captured Nevske and 

its surrounding settlements on October 10. 

Kursk Oblast Governor Roman Starovoit announced the completion of the construction of two reinforced defense lines 

on the border with Ukraine — likely an act of security theater designed to target a domestic Russian audience. 

Starovoit reported that the Russian Ministry of Defense and the regional Kursk Oblast border guard department built 

two defense lines and plan to complete a third line by November 5. Creating such defensive lines does not serve a 

practical military purpose and, if confirmed, would be a waste of Russian resources. Ukrainian forces in Sumy Oblast do 

not pose and never have posed a military threat to Kursk Oblast. 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks in northern Kharkiv Oblast along the 

Kharkiv-Belgorod Oblast border near Zemlyanky and Chuhunivka on October 24. 

Moscow raises ‘dirty bomb’ claim at UN - Ukraine’s nuclear agency warns Russian forces may be preparing a 

“terrorist act” with materials at the occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant. 

The allegation comes as Russia takes its accusation that Ukraine is preparing to use a “dirty bomb“, to the United 

Nations Security Council, voicing its concerns during a closed-door meeting of the 15-member body. 

Russia’s warning that Ukraine is readying to use a “dirty bomb” fits Moscow’s track record of deception, when it 

“accuses others for what they intend to do themselves,” NATO’s chief has told AFP in an interview. 

“Russia continues to accuse falsely Ukraine for preparing and making a dirty bomb – that is absurd, because why should 

Ukraine use a dirty bomb on the territories they want to liberate?” Jens Stoltenberg said during a visit to a US aircraft 

carrier currently in the Mediterranean, USS George H.W. Bush. 

Biden warns Russia over 'dirty bomb' claims as IAEA prepares to visit Ukrainian nuclear sites - U.S. 

President Joe Biden warned Russia on October 25 that the use of a tactical nuclear weapon would be an "incredibly 

serious mistake" after Moscow claimed Ukraine is preparing to use a so-called dirty bomb on its own territory. 

Biden said he has spent "a lot of time" dealing with Russia's claim, which Moscow raised over the weekend, drawing 

immediate dismissal from the United States and other countries that have backed Ukraine. 

"Let me just say Russia would be making an incredibly serious mistake were it to use a tactical nuclear weapon." Biden 

told reporters. "I cannot guarantee you that it is a false flag operation yet. We don’t know. But it would be a serious 

mistake." 

Ukraine and its allies suspect Russia might have made the claim to set up a "false flag" attack in which it would use a so-

called dirty bomb but would blame the attack on Ukraine and use it to justify the use of conventional nuclear weapons 

by Moscow. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu presented no evidence for the claim when he spoke on October 23 with his 

counterparts from several NATO countries, including Britain, France, and the United States, who dismissed the claim 

after the series of calls. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters on October 25 that Washington's refusal to take note of Russia's 

warning was "inappropriate given the seriousness of the threat we are talking about." 
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A dirty bomb would use a conventional warhead to create an explosion that would spread radioactive, biological, or 

chemical materials over an area. 

Moscow took its accusations against Ukraine to the UN Security Council on October 25. The country's UN ambassador, 

Dmitry Polyanskiy, said afterward that Russia was "satisfied because we raised the awareness." 

Speaking to reporters, he added: "I don't mind people saying that Russia is crying wolf if this doesn't happen because 

this is a terrible, terrible disaster that threatens potentially the whole of the Earth." 

British Ambassador to the UN James Kariuki called Russia's accusation "transparently false." 

No new evidence was presented to the Security Council during its private meeting, Kariuki said. 

"Ukraine has been clear: it's got nothing to hide," he added. 

Russian forces conducted air, missile, and drone strikes against targets in Ukraine at a markedly slower 

tempo than in previous days. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported Russian forces conducted 2 missile and 

28 air strikes, and Ukrainian forces shot down 16 Shahed-136 drones yesterday. The slower tempo of Russian air, 

missile, and drone strikes possibly reflects decreasing missile and drone stockpiles and the strikes’ limited effectiveness 

of accomplishing Russian strategic military goals. 

Ukraine’s Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Chief, Major General Budanov, stated yesterday that the impact of 

Russian terrorist strikes against critical Ukrainian infrastructure is waning as Russian forces further deplete their limited 

arsenal of cruise missiles, adding Russian forces have stopped targeting Ukraine’s military infrastructure, instead aiming 

for civilian infrastructure to incite panic and fear in Ukrainians.  

He noted, however, that Russian forces will fail as Ukrainians are today better adapted to strategic bombing than at the 

beginning of the war, adding Russian forces have used most of their cruise missile arsenal and only have 13 percent of 

their pre-war Iskander, 43 percent of Kaliber, and 45 percent of Kh-101 and Kh-555 pre-war stockpiles left, supporting 

ISW’s prior reports on dwindling Russian precision-guided munition stockpiles.  

Budanov further noted that Russian cruise missiles lack precision, as a missile likely intended to hit the Ukrainian 

Security Service (SBU) building in Kyiv missed its target by 800 meters. Budanov stated that Russia’s dwindling supply of 

cruise missiles is forcing the Russian military to rely on Iranian drones but that Iranian suppliers only send 300 drones 

per shipment and that the drones take a long time to manufacture. U 

Ukrainian air defenses shoot down 70 percent of all Shahed-136 drones, including 222 of the 330 Russia has used so far. 

It is impossible to assess the degree to which ongoing unrest and growing strikes in Iran might interfere with Tehran’s 

ability to manufacture and ship drones to Russia. 

Ukraine arrests senior industrialist – Ukraine arrested Vyacheslav Boguslaev, director-general of Moror Sich, a 

prestigious manufacturer of aircraft engines and industrial turbines, has been arrested by Ukrainian authorities on 

treason charges on Saturday, according to local media. 

Ukraine manufactured engines for Russian fighter jets through the years, which was halted after the February invasion 

started. 

Boguslaev has been accused of continuing to transfer jet engine parts and accessories to Russia through third-part 

intermediaries.  

Racism and bigotry continue to plague the Russian Armed Forces, increasing the likelihood of ethnic 

conflicts. Russian social media footage showed a Russian officer beating a Muslim soldier for attempting to pray at a 
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certain time. While Russian milbloggers denied the authenticity of the footage, previous instances of violence along 

religious or ethnic lines, such as the shooting on a Belgorod Oblast training ground on October 15, indicate that such 

problems will intensify throughout time. Racial and religious tensions may also help explain Kadyrov’s relative quieting 

and Prigozhin’ s apparent separation from him.  

Kursk Oblast (in Russia) Governor Roman Starovoit announced the completion of the construction of two 

reinforced defense lines on the border with Ukraine — likely an act of security theater designed to target a domestic 

Russian audience since there is no danger whatsoever of a Ukrainian mechanized invasion of Russia.  

Biden warns Russia any nuclear attack would be ‘incredibly serious mistake’ - US President Joe Biden has 

warned Russia against using a nuclear weapon in the war with Ukraine, saying such an escalation would be a grave 

error. 

Asked by reporters whether he thinks Russia is preparing a dirty bomb attack that it would then blame on Ukraine, 

Biden said: “Russia would be making an incredibly serious mistake were it to use a tactical nuclear weapon.” 

Rail guerrillas in Russia bomb railway section to Belarus - A railway section near Novozybkov, close to the 

Russian borders with Belarus and Ukraine was damaged by the deployment of explosive devices. The damaged tracks 

are part of an important line connecting Bryansk, in Russia, with Gomel, in Belarus. 

No casualties were reported, and the attack was claimed by Russian anti-war movement Stop The Wagons. “The results 

of this small explosive sabotage will have to be eliminated with a complete re-laying of the rails. And that’s great,” said 

the group on Telegram. 

The Stop The Wagons movement 

The movement specialises in strategic attacks on the Russian rail infrastructure to prevent the transport of equipment, 

fuel, ammunition, and other war supplies. The movement took responsibility for various incidents so far, including the 

one in the Amur Oblast on the Trans-Siberian Railway in June. 

Peace Talks 

Indonesian president announces Ukraine peace initiative for G20 meeting - Indonesian President Widodo 

announced a peace initiative for Ukraine at the upcoming G20 summit of leading economic powers in Bali in November. 

At the summit, Indonesia would invite everyone to “sit down together and engage in constructive dialogue,” Widodo 

said in a video message at the end of an international expert conference on the reconstruction of Ukraine in Berlin, 

according to a simultaneous translation. 

This included those who were on different sides, he said. “Only in this way can we create a strong foundation for 

Ukraine’s reconstruction process,” he said. 

Impacts 

Turkish, British top diplomats discuss Ukraine, grain deal - Turkish and British top diplomats have discussed by 

Ukraine developments, according to a Turkish statement. Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs Cavusoglu and UK Foreign 

Secretary Cleverly also discussed relations and the deal on grain exports from Ukraine. 

Cleverly later tweeted that he thanked Cavuoglu for “his work on the Black Sea Grain Initiative to tackle food insecurity 

posed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.” 
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“Turkey is a close partner and ally, and we’ll continue to work together on shared global challenges,” he said. 

Russia likely to experience 'technological regress' due to sanctions - International sanctions and export 

controls imposed on Russia have hampered its access to critical technologies needed for its advanced weapons 

systems, leading to Moscow pursuing closer ties to China and placing a greater emphasis on its nuclear capabilities, 

according to a new report from the Center for a New American Security think tank released on Friday.  

The report—which assessed Russia’s ability to develop and deploy advanced military systems through 2030—identified 

two significant drivers critical to Russia’s ability to further develop its nuclear and advanced weaponry capabilities: “The 

impact of Western sanctions on Russia’s government revenue and ability to access critical technology, and the extent of 

the degradation of the Russian military in Ukraine, which will force choices on the Kremlin about how to prioritize 

military expenditures.” 

While Russia has been under international sanctions since 2014—when it illegally annexed Crimea and emboldened 

separatist uprisings in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine—the more stringent sanctions imposed following its 

invasion of Ukraine in February are “much greater, affecting a broader range of goods and a wider range of sanctioned 

entities.” Beyond impacting Russia’s economy, the report noted that these sanctions also “affect Russia’s future 

military capabilities by limiting Russia’s access to technology.” 

“Furthermore, the imposition of export controls means that Russia cannot access strategically important goods such as 

semiconductors or precision machine tools that are produced in third countries, including China, India, Singapore and 

Taiwan, when they use equipment licensed from the United States or its allies,” the report added.  

According to the report, this lack of access means “it is likely that Russia will experience some degree of ‘technological 

regress,’ in which the range and sophistication of products available in the country dwindle over time.” Because of 

ongoing international pressure, coupled with military and equipment losses in Ukraine, the report said that Russia 

“almost certainly will seek to adapt its tactics, creating new front companies, fake end-user certificates and 

transshipment points” in order to procure needed technologies for its weapons systems. 

Although the report estimated that the war in Ukraine, combined with international sanctions, could set Moscow’s 

defense industry behind “by approximately five years,” it also warned that “Russia’s sense of vulnerability, given the 

degradation of its conventional capabilities, will lead Moscow to double down on the development of its nuclear forces, 

especially theater nuclear weapons.”  

In addition to placing a greater emphasis on nuclear weapons as a deterrence to the U.S., NATO and other European 

countries, the report warned that Russia is likely to “increase its dependence on China,” particularly when it comes to 

“key technology transfers previously unseen.” 

“Moscow has the option of switching to less reliable but readily accessible components from China, especially as the 

sophistication of China’s own defense industrial production grows,” the report noted.  

To counter the increased risk of nuclear proliferation and “Russian cooperation with other U.S. adversaries such as 

China,” the report recommended that the U.S. and its allies examine the evolving nuclear landscape and that Congress 

“increase the priority it places on gathering intelligence on Russia-China defense cooperation.” 

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has set in motion several new dynamics that require the United States and its NATO allies 

to reassess the nature of the future Russian threat,” the report said. “The United States and its allies now must remain 

united in their understanding of these changes and in their efforts to anticipate, plan and prepare to effectively 

navigate these new realities.” (NextGov). 
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Russian mobilization 

Reports in Russia say Moscow officials fleeing possible mobilisation - Officials working for the Moscow City 

Administration and federal authorities in the capital are fleeing partial mobilisation, according to a media report. 

“In some departments [of the Moscow City Administration], the number of male employees who have left Russia 

amounts to 20 percent to 30 percent of all employees,” Vyorstka webite reported. 

IT specialists in particular have fled to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the report said. That is 

because many civil servants, especially at the lower administrative level, are not protected from being called up, as they 

do not count as being “indispensable,” the report said. 

‘Putin is using ethnic minorities to fight in Ukraine’ - Russian minorities are much more likely to die in Ukraine, 

the Free Buryatia Foundation tells Al Jazeera. 

‘Putin is using ethnic minorities to fight in Ukraine’: Activist - In May, Lyudmyla Denisova, the Ukrainian 

ombudsman for human rights, said Chechens and Buryats were responsible for the war crimes in Bucha. 

After this statement and Ukrainian media reports of atrocities, the Free Buryatia Foundation released an investigation 

challenging the finding that Buryat units were deployed in Bucha and were responsible for war crimes there. 

Al Jazeera spoke to Victoria Maladaeva, vice president of the foundation, about the war in Ukraine and its impact on 

the Republic of Buryatia, a federal region and historical homeland of the Indigenous Buryat people located on Russia’s 

border with Mongolia. 

Victoria Maladaeva: We know that statistically Dagestan, Tuva Republic and Buryat Republic, where minorities live, 

have the highest death toll. 

Moscow [a region of 17 million] has fewer than 50 dead. Buryatia [a region with a population of 980,000] alone has 

364. We have been disproportionately hit hard. The chances of a Buryat dying in the war in Ukraine is 7.8 times higher 

than [an ethnic] Russian; a Tuvan is 10.4 times more likely. 

We saw the biggest losses [of Buryat servicemen] in the beginning of the war when they sent them there as cannon 

fodder. Afterwards, the numbers decreased gradually. 

The fact that the mobilisation was first completed in ethnic republics shows that this is where they first started drafting. 

The day of Putin’s announcement, local authorities in Buryatia came to people’s homes at night. They took people from 

their beds. Some weren’t even given draft notices. They were just dragged onto buses and signed up at military bases. 

They took everyone, even [in contravention of the rules] people with five children, several men from the same family. 

In Dagestan, there are endangered ethnic groups. Some are super small communities with populations of about 13,000, 

and they were still drafted. We see this as an ethnic genocide. 

In Sakha Republic, there are small communities who live in rural villages. If you need medical treatment, you need to 

call a helicopter. They would never receive help because they are too far away. But with this mobilisation, the 

government flew to these villages to get men drafted. 

People see this as an injustice – that Putin is using ethnic minorities to fight in Ukraine for his imperial ambitions. 

This is because of Putin’s imperialistic mindset. It is obvious that in the war, he is using ethnic minorities. He calls 

himself a Russian nationalist, and he always talks about how great Russian culture is, Russian language, completely 

denying that there are more than 20 million people of other nationalities in Russia. 
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He is an imperialist. He propagandizes everything that is Russian. In Russia, when you are not Russian, you a second-

class citizen. It’s the same with names. 

When Putin was meeting Kazakhstan’s President [Kassym-Jomart Tokayev], he would mispronounce his name. This is 

also imperialist because in Russia, if you have a native name, like a Buryat name – Dolgor Badmaevna – Russians would 

tell you, “Oi, this is too complicated. We will call you Annie.” 

The imperial politics of the Kremlin has always been chauvinist, using national minorities and now even migrants from 

Central Asia in this war. 

We try to explain to our people that the hate Ukrainians have of Russians can be understood. It was not Ukraine that 

attacked Buryatia. It was Russia that attacked Ukraine. We should not be fighting there. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - The hurried mobilization and deployment of Russian men to fill 

personnel shortages on the front lines in Ukraine appears to have cannibalized the Russian force-generation system 

and created a further impediment to effective training and deployment efforts. UGS stated on yesterday October 

Russian commanders have deployed such a quantity of officers and non-commissioned officers that there is a shortage 

of instructor-teaching staff at training centers.  

Rank-and-file soldiers reportedly fill in for professionals in many instances, likely lacking the experience and background 

to provide a level of training sufficient to prepare inexperienced newly mobilized Russian soldiers. ISW previously 

assessed Russia’s net training capacity has likely decreased since February 24, since the Kremlin deployed training 

elements to participate in combat in Ukraine and these training elements reportedly took causalities.  

Several Russian sources further report ineffectively short durations of training prior to the deployment of mobilized 

Russians. One Russian source reported on October 23 that a soldier from Lipetsk trained for one day prior to 

deployment to the front lines in Kreminna. Another Russian source reported on October 23 that a soldier from 

Yekaterinburg with no combat experience deployed without preparation less than two weeks after his mobilization. 

Such recruits are extremely unlikely to contribute significantly to Russian combat power. UGS reported on October 23 

that there are Russian friendly-fire instances due to poor training. Any attempts to deploy more experienced recruits 

would require either greater training time or additional strain on the Russian domestic military personnel system. 

The effort to fill personnel shortages on the front continues to cause personnel shortages in domestic Russian 

industries, as ISW has previously reported. A Russian Telegram channel posted on October 21 that Moscow authorities 

may significantly decrease metro train service due to the mass mobilization of machinists.  

Meduza reported on October 24 that the mobilization of bus drivers in Voronezh has exacerbated public transportation 

issues in the city. The Office of the Mayor of Voronezh claimed mobilization called up only 3% of the city’s bus drivers 

but conceded that the drivers’ absence resulted in the removal of some buses from their lines. 

Russian resistance to mobilization continues. A Russian source reported on October 22 that Russian authorities 

detained a woman in Krasnoyarsk Krai picketing with a placard bearing “no to a country without men.”  

A Russian channel reported October 21 that authorities brought criminal cases against two Bashkiria residents for 

committing arson attacks on military registration and enlistment offices on September 26 and October 8.  

An independent Russian news source reported on October 23 that Russian authorities returned many striking mobilized 

soldiers from Bryansk Oblast to the oblast and moved 30 to military units in Klintsky, Bryansk Oblast. ISW reported on 

October 12 that over 100 conscripts from Bryansk Oblast refused to deploy to Ukraine from their base at the Belgorod 

Soloti training ground.  
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Several Russian and Ukrainian sources reported on October 22, 23, and 24 that mobilized Russian soldiers continue to 

flee their posts or refuse to fight following deployment to Ukraine. The Russian military continues to mobilize Russian 

men in violation of Russian recruitment policies. An Orenburg man legally entitled to mobilization deferment due to 

being the parent of three children was mobilized anyway and died, reportedly at a training ground on October 16. 

Russian authorities maintain efforts to downplay continuing mobilization efforts in contradiction with Moscow Mayor 

Sobyanin’s public statements about the completion of “partial mobilization.” The Main Directorate of Intelligence of 

the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine reported on October 24 that Russian authorities forbade Russian mass media to 

cover mobilization roundups. A Russian Telegram channel reported on October 21 that the Avito advertising service 

blocked advertisements for legal assistance for mobilized soldiers. 

Containment 

Israel president gives US intel on Iran drones in Ukraine - Israel’s president has said he is sharing intelligence 

with the US to prove Iran supplied Russian-operated drones that have reaped destruction in Ukraine, as he urged a 

tough response. 

President Herzog, who holds a largely ceremonial role, held talks with Secretary of State Blinken on a visit to 

Washington in which he will meet President Biden on Wednesday. 

“Iranian weapons play a key role in destabilizing our world, and the international community must learn its lessons, 

now and in the future,” Herzog said. “The world must speak with Iran in the same language – a tough, united and 

uncompromising language.” 

German chancellor: We will continue to support Ukraine for as long as it takes - German Chancellor Olaf 

Scholz says that Germany will continue to support Ukraine in its war with Russia for as long as it takes. 

“In light of the latest [Russian] attacks – now more than ever – recovery of a peaceful and prosperous Ukraine is our 

joint endeavor. I am convinced that we are stronger together,” Scholz said in Berlin at the end of an international 

conference on rebuilding Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Shmyhal, meanwhile, stressed the need to find ways to better protect his country’s critical 

infrastructure against Russian attacks. 

“I think today’s priorities are very natural because, during these two weeks, Russia destroyed our infrastructure, 

electricity infrastructure, heating infrastructure and water supply infrastructure creating the biggest humanitarian 

catastrophe on the European continent,” Shmyhal said. “And to start this we need united efforts, and we need to 

create something to resist these intentions of terrorist country Russia.” 

Ukrainian ambassador in Israel slams Netanyahu’s opposition to weapons requests - Ukraine’s envoy in 

Tel Aviv slammed Israeli opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu for claiming that weapons supplied by Jerusalem to the 

government in Kyiv would end up in Iranian hands. 

“This is an absolutely ridiculous argument,” Yevhen Korniychuk — the Ukrainian Ambassador in Israel — said during an 

extensive interview with the Glavkom news outlet. 

“Netanyahu is a personal great friend of [Russian President Vladimir] Putin, and he will play this card if he becomes 

prime minister,” Korniychuk added, in a reference to the forthcoming elections in which Netanyahu will seek the prime 

minister’s post for the third time in his career as leader of the Likud Party. 
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In an interview with MSNBC last week, Netanyahu expressed his opposition to Ukraine’s repeated pleas for military aid 

eight months into the invasion of the country by Putin’s armed forces. 

Korniychuk expressed frustration with the Israeli stance, which is widely believed to be based on concerns that Russia 

will direct its Iranian ally to retaliate against Israel from neighboring Syria, where both regimes retain an extensive 

military presence in support of the dictatorship of President Bashar al-Assad. 

“Unfortunately, I cannot appeal to the Supreme Court against the decision of the Ministry of Defense not to provide us 

with weapons,” the ambassador said. He expressed frustration with the speed of Israel’s responses, claiming that the 

Ukrainians had been “banging our heads against the wall for eight months.” 

He noted that surveys conducted by the Ukrainian Embassy showed that at least 80 percent of Israelis support Ukraine 

as it resists Russian invasion but still have qualms about providing the country with weapons. He also bemoaned the 

attitude of Israeli politicians towards Russia, charging that they were more concerned with the fate of Jews in Russia 

than those in Ukraine, and was scathing about the current Israeli government. 

However, Korniychuk underlined that Israel has not remained neutral in the conflict. 

“I cannot say that this country simply sits on the fence, as many of our politicians say, and does nothing for Ukraine,” he 

said. “The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel expressed a protest against the actions of the Russian Federation, they 

vote for us at the UN, they provide humanitarian assistance. And I cannot say that we have absolutely zero in matters 

of military-technological cooperation.” 

He also praised Israel for allowing Ukrainian citizens on tourist visas to remain and work in the country, pointing out 

that other countries, among them Canada and Ireland, had done the reverse. 

Separately, Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid pledged on Tuesday to balance support for Ukraine with his country’s vital 

security interests. 

“We are going to support Ukraine,” Lapid told the Jerusalem Post on Wednesday. “We are going to be proactive in 

supporting Ukraine, and we are going to take Israel’s national security interest into account.” 

Expansion of conflict 

Chechen leader Kadyrov slams weak leadership in Russia’s war - Chechen strongman Ramzan Kadyrov has 

repeated his criticism of the progress of Russia’s war on neighboring Ukraine, slamming the leadership as weak. 

“We used to say that we were conducting a special military operation on the territory of Ukraine, but the war is already 

taking place on our territory,” Kadyrov said on Telegram, adding that he was very unhappy about the situation. He also 

threatened Ukraine’s Western supporter countries with annihilation. 

Martial law had already been imposed in border regions with Ukraine, Kadyrov said. “But they continue to shoot at 

peaceful citizens and civilian objects.” Russia’s response to this was “weak,” Kadyrov said. He called for the obliteration 

of Ukrainian cities in retaliation “so that we can see the distant horizon.” 

Sanctions 

Yum Brands sells Russian KFC units, exits country - Yum Brands has entered into an agreement and sale with 

Smart Service, which is operated by existing KFC franchisees Konstantin Yurievich Kotov and Andrey Eduardovich 

Oskolkov in Russia, the company said Monday. The sale will transfer ownership of Yum’s 1,112 KFC restaurants, as well 

as its operating system and master franchise rights, which include the network of KFC franchised units. 



 

11 
 

Smart Service will be responsible for rebranding the locations to a non-Yum brand and will “be responsible for 

retaining” all of Yum’s employees in Russia, according to the press release. Once the deal closes, Yum will have ceased 

all operations in the country. 

Fashion giant Inditex to transfer its Russian business - Zara owner Inditex has reached an agreement to sell its 

Russian business to a Lebanese retail and real estate conglomerate, the Spanish fashion giant has said in a statement to 

the country’s competition authorities. 

The buyer is Daher Group, and the potential purchase is pending approval from Russian authorities, Inditex said, 

without disclosing financial details. 

Inditex halted its business in Russia on March 5, shortly after Putin ordered the invasion of Ukraine. Following other 

western brands, the fashion retailer closed its 502 shops and stopped online sales. Tuesday’s announcement marks the 

end of Inditex’s business in Russia, although the retailer said it would consider returning through a franchise 

collaboration with Daher if market circumstances changed. 

Putin 

Putin’s annexation of four Ukrainian oblasts on September 30 ignited a schism within the Kremlin, 
which will likely intensify as Ukraine liberates more territories, according to Ukrainian Intelligence Chief Budanov.  

He advised that Kremlin elites largely did not support Putin’s decision to annex Kherson, Zaporizhia, Donetsk, and 

Luhansk Oblasts prior to securing those territories, prompting many officials to contact their Western counterparts to 

express their disinterest in continuing the war in Ukraine. (Comment – Many Ukrainian military and state officials have 

long enjoyed close relationships with their Russian counterparts. It is not surprising that information flows between 

them). 

Budanov claimed that some Kremlin officials began advocating for negotiations with Ukraine to their Western 

counterparts while the Russian military-political command plotted missile strikes to scare Ukrainians into negotiations, 

which statement is consistent with the influx of Western reports about direct criticism of Putin within the Kremlin less 

than a week after the annexation announcement around October 6.  

Wagner Group¬–affiliated Telegram channels also noted the emergence of the pro-war and pro-negotiations factions 

within the Kremlin within the same timeframe. Group financier Yevgeniy Prigozhin has been consistently referencing 

the factionalization within the Kremlin since, even explicitly stating that he is part of the “war until victory” faction. 

These observations raise the possibility that hints from insiders of a Kremlin readiness to engage in serious negotiations 

may not reflect Putin’s own views or any decisions he has taken but may instead be part of efforts by those who have 

lost the internal argument with him to persuade the West and Ukraine to offer concessions in hopes of bringing him 

around to their point of view. 

Prigozhin a threat to Putin? - Prigozhin continues to accrue power and is setting up a military structure parallel to 

the Russian Armed Forces, which may come to pose a threat to Putin’s rule — at least within the information space.  

Russian milbloggers reported that he is sponsoring formation of a Wagner-based volunteer battalion recruited by a 

Russian war criminal and former Federal Security Service (FSB) officer Igor Girkin. Girkin is an avid critic of the Russian 

higher military command and a prominent figure among the Russian ultra-nationalists who participated in the 

annexation of Crimea and illegal Russian seizures of Ukrainian territory in Donbas in 2014. Milbloggers noted that the 

structure of the Russian Armed Forces has long prevented Girkin from forming his own volunteer battalion due to lack 

of supplies and other bureaucratic restrictions, while Prigozhin has the luxury to operate Wagner forces without the 

direct supervision of the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD).  


