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Conflict Update # 259 

November 11th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 79,400 (710) soldiers killed, 2,814 (+10) enemy tanks, 5,696 (+14) armored  combat vehicles, 1,817 

(+12) artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 205 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+1) helicopters, 

1,505 (+6) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 399 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,259 (+17) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 159 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – Over 700 deaths again, bringing the last week’s number to 4,560 Russian soldiers killed in action.  

Today’s casualties are predominantly in the Bakhmut region of Donetsk Oblast, which we referred to yesterday as an 

open road to Mariupol for Ukraine - should it succeed in this area. We should not therefor be surprised to see Russia 

push withdrawing Kherson forces to this closer region in order to protect strategic flanks. 

Russian withdrawal from northern Kherson - Ukrainian forces steadily advanced in Kherson Oblast as Russian 

forces conduct a withdrawal to the east (left) bank of the Dnipro River. Ukrainian military officials and geolocated social 

media footage confirm that Ukrainian troops have made gains northwest, west, and northeast of Kherson City in the 

past 24 hours and advanced up to 7km in some areas.  

Russian forces so far 

appear to be withdrawing 

in relatively good order, 

and Ukrainian forces are 

making expected gains 

without routing Russian 

forces, as they did in the 

Kharkiv counteroffensive. 

Ukrainian strikes since 

August have successfully 

degraded Russian supply 

lines on the west (right) 

bank to force Russian 

forces to withdraw and 

will liberate Kherson Oblast to the Dnipro River in the coming days or weeks. The Russian withdrawal will take some 

time to complete, and fighting will continue throughout Kherson Oblast as Ukrainian troops advance and come up 

against pre-prepared Russian defensive lines, especially around Kherson City. 

This major Ukrainian victory underway in Kherson Oblast will not be its last. Fighting will continue on the southern axis; 

in Bakhmut, Donetsk Oblast (the only place Russian forces are still attempting meaningful offensives); and in northern 

Luhansk Oblast as they continue counteroffensive operations.  
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Russian officials are busy attempting to train 120,000 conscripts to deploy to the frontlines in the spring. Ukrainian 

forces likely aim to liberate as much occupied territory as possible before those Russian reinforcements arrive. 

President Zelensky announced this week Ukraine is unwilling to negotiate with Russian forces until certain conditions 

are met, including the restoration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity, the prosecution of Russian war criminals, payment 

for war damages, and promises that Russia will not again invade Ukraine.  

A wintertime ceasefire would only benefit Russian forces, who would use that opportunity to bolster their faltering 

defenses and continue their genocidal campaign to eradicate Ukrainian identity in occupied parts of Ukraine. 

See update below. 

ISW does not assess the fighting in 

Ukraine will halt or enter a stalemate 

due to winter weather, despite faulty 

Western assumptions. 

Ukraine holds the initiative and is in 

the process of securing a major victory in 

Kherson. A ceasefire would provide the 

Kremlin with the pause it desperately 

needs to reconstitute Russian forces. 

Wagner Group financier Yevgeniy 

Prigozhin is increasingly wrestling with St. 

Petersburg officials over expanding 

Wagner Group recruitment in the city. 

Ukrainian Air Force Command 

spokesperson Yuriy Ignat stated that 

Russian force will likely slow the pace of 

their campaign against Ukrainian 

infrastructure. 

Ukrainian forces continued to 

conduct counteroffensive operations on 

the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations near Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and in 

western Donetsk. 

Russian forces began constructing 

second line fortifications in Crimea and 

southern Ukraine. 

Russian citizens continue to oppose Russia’s war in Ukraine through protest, social media dissent, and 

desertions from the military. 

Russian mobilization efforts are channeling personnel to the Wagner group. 



 

3 
 

Russian occupation officials are continuing efforts to erode Ukrainian national identity while mobilizing residents in 

Russian-occupied territories. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk 

Oblast) - Ukrainian forces continued 

counteroffensive operations on the 

Svatove-Kreminna line, and UGS 

Deputy Chief Hromov announced that 

their forces advanced two kilometers 

in an unspecified area of Luhansk 

Oblast. UGS also reported that its 

forces repelled Russian assaults on 

Novoselivske and Makiivka.  

The Ukrainian Joint Forces Operation 

characterized Russian assaults in 

Luhansk Oblast as unsuccessful small-

arms battles. A Russian milblogger 

claimed Ukrainian forces made over a 

dozen unsuccessful assaults along the 

Svatove-Kreminna line, including an 

assault on Kuzemivka, about 15km 

northwest of Svatove. The Russian 

MoD also claimed to have repelled 

Ukrainian attacks in the direction of 

Stelmakhivka and Ploshchanka.  

Russian sources claimed that their 

forces suppressed Ukrainian 

reconnaissance-in-force attempts on 

Orlianka and Kyslivka, and also 

claimed Ukrainian forces carried out a 

reconnaissance-in-force in the 

direction of Chervonopopivka, 

northwest of Kreminna. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target 

Russian logistics in Luhansk Oblast. 

Luhansk Oblast Administration Head 

Serhiy Haidai stated that Russian 

forces are moving large quantities of 

supplies and many reserves in the 

direction of Svatove-Kreminna but 

noted that Ukrainian forces continue to shell Russian main supply routes.  

Social media footage also showed ruined asphalt and muddy roads in Svatove due to the Russian transfer of heavy 

equipment on poor roads, which may complicate equipment transfers. LNR ambassador to Russia Miroshnik claimed 
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yesterday Ukrainian forces struck Svatove with two HIMARS missiles. Geolocated images show the aftermath of 

Ukrainian HIMARS strikes on Stakhanov and a mine near Krynychne. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued offensive operations around Bakhmut yesterday and UGS reported its 

forces repelled enemy assaults around Bakhmut near Soledar, Klishchiiivka, Mayorsk, Yakovlivka, Andriivka and 

Bilohorivka. 

UGS Deputy Hromov reported Russian 

forces continued to suffer significant 

losses in the Bakhmut direction and 

National Guard of Ukraine 

representative Mykola Urshalovych 

stated Russian forces continue to 

make suicidal attempts to launch 

assaults on Ukrainian positions 

around Bakhmut with “maniacal 

persistence.”  

Urshalovych noted Russian forces are 

constantly conducting 

reconnaissance-in-force, indicating 

they have a low level of equipment 

within intelligence units. A Russian 

source stated that the Wagner Group 

is trying to advance to the city limits 

of Bakhmut on the eastern outskirts 

of the city, and that Russian forces 

attacked Ukrainian positions 

northeast of Bakhmut near 

Yakovlivka. Ukrainian and Russian 

sources also claimed that Russian 

forces, including elements of the LNR 

6th Cossack Regiment, continued 

fighting northeast of Bakhmut in 

Soledar. Russian sources claimed their 

forces fully captured Bakhmutske and 

control 40–50% of Bilohorivka. 

Russian forces continued routine shelling along the line of contact in the Bakhmut area. 

Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian 

strikes) - Russian forces are constructing second-line defensive fortifications in Crimea and southern Ukraine, standard 

military practices that do not necessarily indicate an imminent Russian expectation of defending Crimea.  

American satellite imagery company Planet Labs yesterday published satellite photos showing new trenches and 

restored defensive fortifications near Armiansk in Russian-occupied Crimea and near Chonhar, Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov reported Russian forces have also begun strengthening fortifications near 

Melitopol to protect the land corridor to Crimea. The construction of defensive fortifications on secondary lines of 

defense is standard military procedure, one that Russian forces have not previously conducted at scale in northern 
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Crimea and elsewhere in southern Ukraine. The construction of these new defensive fortifications is not an indicator 

that Russian forces expect to defend Crimea from a Ukrainian offensive in the near future. 

Ukraine troops enter centre of Kherson as Russians retreat in chaos - In extraordinary scenes, crowds of 

jubilant residents greeted Ukraine’s armed forces as they reached the centre of Kherson, as Russia’s retreat from the 

key strategic city appeared to have descended into chaos. 

Zelenskiy hailed a “historic day” as he confirmed Friday evening that special units of armed forces were already in the 

city and others stationed on its approaches. “We are in the process of taking Kherson back,” he said in a video address. 

A crowd of residents, some tearful, earlier raised Ukrainian flags around the central Svoboda Square, and gathered to 

greet the first troops to reach the city centre, embracing the arriving Ukrainian soldiers. 

Ukrainian artillery has clear views over Russia’s escape routes, warning: “Any attempts to oppose the armed forces of 

Ukraine will be stopped.” 

For Russia, the liberation of Kherson marked the latest, and most serious, of a string of battlefield defeats amid widely 

circulated images of Russian infantry hurrying to escape over a soon-to be-destroyed pontoon over the Dnipro River in 

the morning mist, as Russia’s defence ministry said it had withdrawn about 30,000 troops. 

Amid reports of wounded Russian soldiers being abandoned or taken prisoner and Ukrainian shelling of troops crossing 

the Dnipro River, one Russian soldier told of some units being told to escape any way they could after claims by one 

Ukrainian official that some Russian troops had drowned trying to cross the river. 

Despite the Ukrainian advance into Kherson city itself, elsewhere in the region fighting continued as the Ukrainian army 

pounded retreating soldiers as they sought to cross to the left bank of the Dnipro River. 

In Mylove, a Guardian reporter saw an armored column of 40 Ukrainian vehicles including several T-72 tanks heading in 

the direction of the Kakhovka hydroelectric plant – a key crossing point – and the still-occupied city of Nova Kakhovka. 

As the Russian ministry of defence announced that the withdrawal was complete, key bridges and crossings over the 

Dnipro were blown up, including the Antonivskyy Bridge, a pontoon beneath it and a nearby railway span. 

Images of the retreat showed lines of distant Russian infantry hurrying over the Antonivskyy pontoon, and columns of 

vehicles rushing to use the crossings at night-time, and small groups of captured Russian soldiers. 

In its daily briefing cited by Russian news agencies, the ministry said all forces and equipment had been transferred to 

the left, or eastern, bank of the river. In a claim that could not be verified, it said the withdrawal was completed by 5am 

Moscow time yesterday. 

Kremlin spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, told reporters Moscow continued to view the Kherson region as part of Russia. 

Russian soldier message on withdrawal - One unidentified Russian soldier posting an account of the retreat 

described one unit throwing away its uniforms while heaping blame on those in Russia rationalizing the retreat. 

“Hey everyone, guys, I’m alive,” the soldier said, his face visibly tired against the backdrop of a night sky. 

“What can I say? Everything I’ve been saying has happened. Those trying to find justification for this, comparing it with 

Borodino [the bloody battle during Napoleon’s invasion of Russia] or anything else can, you can tell them to go f--- 

themselves. Those who think everything will be fine next, tell them to go f--- themselves. 

“They are digging fortifications in Crimea and in one unit, which I won’t name, the last order was to change into civilian 

clothing and f--- o-- any way you want.” 
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Ukrainian position on Russian withdrawal – Luke Harding, Foreign Correspondent for the Guardian and pictured 

right, reported that in an interview with Reuters in Kyiv, Oleksii Reznikov said Russia had 40,000 

troops in Kherson region (twice the number of other estimates) and that it still had forces in 

and around the city and on the west bank of the Dnipro despite announcing their retreat. 

“It’s not that easy to withdraw these troops from Kherson in one day or two days. As a 

minimum, [it will take] one week,” he said, adding it was difficult to predict Russia’s actions 

and that Kyiv was focused on its own plan. 

Reznikov said such an exit would free forces from both sides to fight elsewhere and suggested 

Russia could beef up its units in the neighboring region of Zaporizhzhia that had also been 

partially occupied for months. 

“The winter will slow down every activity on the battlefield for all sides … It’s 

beneficial for all sides. You will have a rest,” he said. 

He predicted Ukraine would come out of the lull strong, reinforced by 

thousands of soldiers being trained in Britain. “We will use this time with a 

maximum result for our armed forces, for regrouping, for refreshing and for rotation and we will prepare them well.” 

Ukrainian witnesses, however, suggested that retreating Russian convoys were still driving through Kherson city 

through the night at high speed to reach crossing points. 

Kyiv has said it is wary of rushing in and claiming victory, warning it may be a trap by the Kremlin. Ukraine’s army 

chief, Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, said Kyiv could not yet confirm whether Russia was indeed pulling out of the city, but Kyiv’s 

forces have advanced 36.5km (22.7 miles) and retaken 41 villages and towns since 1 October in the region. That 

included 12 settlements on Wednesday alone. 

Zelenskyy’s chief of staff earlier today mocked Russia’s humiliating retreat from the occupied city of Kherson, the only 

regional capital Moscow had captured since the invasion began. “The Russian army leaves the battlefield in triathlon 

mode: running with obstacles, long jumps, swimming,” Andriy Yermak wrote. 

Ukraine is not celebrating Russia's Kherson retreat - Ukrainian officials, including President Zelenskyy, have 

urged caution and are skeptical of Russia's intentions in retreating from western Kherson region. 

"Our emotions must be restrained. The enemy does not bring us gifts," Zelenskyy said in an evening address to the 

nation. "Therefore, we move very carefully, without emotions, without unnecessary risk." 

Ukrainian forces liberating dozens of Kherson settlements - Ukrainian forces are reclaiming dozens of 

settlements as they advance towards Kherson in southern Ukraine. Moscow on Wednesday announced it had ordered 

its troops to withdraw from the west bank of the Dnipro river in what appears to be a major blow for Russian President 

Vladimir Putin’s plans to establish a land bridge to Crimea, though some Western officials have cautioned that the 

retreat could be the setup for an ambush. 

Quick to express caution was Nataliia Humeniuk, head of the joint coordination press center of Ukraine's Southern 

Defense and Security Forces, suggesting Russia's withdrawal statement may be part of a psychological operation to 

mislead Kyiv. 

"Our defense forces do not rule out provocations on the part of the Russian occupiers as they might be creating a false 

impression about their true intentions," she told Ukrainian news outlet Suspilne. 

Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser to Zelensky, also expressed skepticism about the Russian withdrawal. 
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He said that a significant number of Russian military personnel remain in the Kherson region and that Kyiv sees no signs 

Russia will retreat without a fight, despite statements made by Russian Defense Minister Shoigu. 

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar, meanwhile, told reporters "Russians cannot be trusted" and that 

"the art of war includes the art of deceiving the enemy." 

Russian TV compares Kherson retreat to worst military defeats in history - Kremlin propagandist Vladimir 

Solovyov referenced historical Russian military defeats during a discussion about Moscow's withdrawal from Kherson. 

The host of Evening with Vladimir Solovyov on Russia 1 struck a somber tone by saying he had intended to discuss the 

US midterm elections before Russia's retreat from the southern Ukrainian city had overtaken events. 

He then introduced a clip of Russian Defense Minister Shoigu announcing the withdrawal of Russia's forces from the 

west bank of the Dnieper River. 

"We lost the Russo-Japanese war," he said, referring to the humiliating defeat for imperial Russia in 1905. "We lost 

WWI. It turned out our social structure by any means did not prevent a revolution. There was a long war between 1914 

and 1918 we lost." 

This sparked a lively exchange among the panelists, which he interrupted by saying, "Didn't we lose Finland?"—in 

reference to the Winter War in which Moscow's troops were defeated after invading Finland in 1939. 

One pundit noted that there had been speculation about the withdrawal for days, spurring Solovyov to say leaving 

before November 8 would have helped the Democrats in the US and been a "gift to [President Joe] Biden." 

"That is precisely why we announced it after the eighth, on the ninth when it can't influence the U.S. elections," he said. 

Comment – Further signal as to who Russian bets were placed on in this weeks US mid-term elections. 

Comparison – When comparing the current Ukrainian conflict to Operation Barbarossa on 1941, June 22nd when 

Hitler invaded Russia one finds, among many other things, elements that stand comparison, being  

i. German Stuka dive bombers preceded and synchronized with their ground forces by punching holes in 

defending lines and attacking supply and replenishment targets – Ukraine uses the HIMARS system to similar 

effect, also cleverly constraining too rapid an advance so as to maintain equilibrium with ground forces,  

ii. German radio communications greatly enabled their generals to outmaneuver Russian defenses with 

continuous battle exchanges, Russia did not have any such ability - Ukraine has similar communications 

advantage through the Starlink system 

iii. Russia quickly began running out of manpower, so forcefully drafted hundreds of thousands of untrained 

soldiers, rushing them into defensive gaps where they were sacrificed in order to slow down German forces – 

witness the present Russian sacrifice of newly-drafted soldiers, fed into Ukrainian offensive lines to slow them,  

iv. German supply lines rapidly outstripped their advancing foot soldiers and became far too elongated, 

contributing ultimately to their demise, current Russian forces constantly outrun their supply lines, 

v. General Winter, where freezing weather decimated ill-equipped German battle groups – similar to what Russia 

will experience in this year’s inclement weather. 

History does repeat itself. 

Russian soldiers are being shot at if they abandon positions, wives claim - Russian men drafted to fight in 

Ukraine as part of Putin's mobilization are being shot if attempting to abandon positions on the front line. 
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The claims were made by wives of mobilized Russian soldiers who reportedly threatened to go to the front line in 

Ukraine to bring their husbands back home after an operation left a number wounded. 

A video published on the Telegram channel of media outlet Verstka showed one woman telling military officials to 

return their husbands or they'll "tear them apart," after going to a military unit in the town of Valuyki in Belgorod 

region, near the border with Ukraine, on November 9, demanding answers. 

From Russia's Voronezh, Kursk and Belgorod regions, they said their men had come under attack in Makiivka, a city in 

Ukraine's Donetsk region, that many men were wounded, and demanded their husbands be returned home to Russia, 

or they would go to Ukraine themselves to bring them back. 

Mobilized soldiers have no food and drink water from a river, one woman claimed in an interview with independent 

news outlet Siren. 

"[They] have never received the humanitarian aid that was sent to them. There is no commander, they were simply 

abandoned," she claimed. 

Another wife of a mobilized Russian soldier claimed that although the men have one machine gun each there are only 

about 100 rounds of ammunition for 20 to 30 people. (See preceding comment). 

Forty-five Ukrainian soldiers have been freed in a prisoner exchange with Russia and the bodies of two killed 

Ukrainian soldiers have also been repatriated, the head of the Ukrainian presidential office has said. 

As bombs rained down, Ukrainian troops set a trap for Russia’s pilots - The air war over Ukraine could have 

gone either way in the first few weeks of Russia’s unprovoked invasion of the country starting in late February. 

The Russian air force had deployed three times as many fighters and attack planes as the Ukrainian air force had in its 

entire inventory. Ukraine’s air defenses were disorganized and, in the case of certain key long-range radars, sitting out 

in the open where the Russians easily could target them. 

The Russians had a firepower advantage. The Ukrainians had the same advantages every defender possesses over an 

invader: motivation, simpler logistics, familiar terrain. Either side might’ve prevailed—the Russians by dominating the 

air, the Ukrainians by preventing the Russians from dominating the air. 

The Russian air force in the first few weeks of the war actually came close to disrupting Ukrainian air defenses. 

Ukrainian fighter pilots held the line until radar and missile crews on the ground could reorganize. The increasing panic 

of Russian ground troops, overextended in a doomed attempt to capture Kyiv, compelled Russian pilots to switch from 

attacking Ukrainian air defenses to supporting their ground forces.  

That’s when Ukraine’s most important air defenses—its Buk mobile missiles—forced Russian air crews into a deadly, 

low-altitude trap. One that badly bloodied Russia’s best flying regiments and set the conditions for the aerial impasse 

that has come to define the war. 

When Russian forces barreled into Ukraine on the night of Feb. 24, Ukraine’s air defenses barely were ready. Its army 

and air force long-range S-300 missile batteries largely depended on hundreds of fixed radar installations, the locations 

of which the Russian air force’s Sukhoi Su-24MR reconnaissance jets had figured out. 

Russian air force Sukhoi Su-34 fighter-bombers, operating alone at 12,000 feet, bombed a hundred Ukrainian radars in 

the initial weeks of the war, depriving S-300 crews of the early warning they needed to engage Russian planes. “The 

physical destruction, along with electronic disruption and suppression of [surface-to-air missile] systems in the north 

and northeast, left Ukrainian MiG-29 and Su-27 fighters with the task of providing air defense over most of the country 

for the first few days of the war,” Bronk, Reynolds and Watling wrote. 
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Deadly dogfights ended in losses for both sides. The Russians had more planes to lose, but the Ukrainians only needed 

to avoid getting totally wiped out, while also buying time for Ukrainian ground crews to repair and relocate long-range 

radars and get the S-300s operational again.  

“In the first week of March … Ukrainian SAMs began to inflict significant losses on Russian attack sorties,” the RUSI 

analysts wrote. At the same time, the Russian brigades rolling toward Kyiv were getting bogged down by poor 

leadership, incompetent logistics and of course a determined Ukrainian defense.  

The Russian air force “switched from attacks on Ukrainian air-defense capabilities to supporting ground forces directly.”  

The problem, for the Russian crews, was altitude. Flying high was out of the question owing to all those Ukrainian S-

300s. Flying at medium altitude was problematic, too, as Ukrainian Buk crews spread out across the battlefield, 

switching on their radars just long enough to lob missiles at Russian planes before the crews rolled their launchers into 

some tree line to hide. 

The Buk isn’t a new system with the first models entering service back in 1980. Ukraine’s hundred or so Buks are Soviet 

leftovers. But the Buk is a self-contained, reliable system. And the Ukrainians have improved them—and equipped their 

crews with tablets running digital maps showing the locations of Russian forces. 

The Buks shot down so many Russian planes that Russian pilots “were forced to abandon flying at medium or high 

altitudes when penetrating Ukrainian air space,” according to the RUSI study. They dove low—directly into a trap. 

That trap was the thousands of man-portable air-defense systems that Ukraine had received from its allies. A Stinger 

MANPADS might range just five miles or so. But the sheer density of Stingers and other MANPADS along the front made 

low flying only slightly less deadly for Russian pilots than medium or high flying. 

There was nowhere for the Russians to go to escape Ukrainian missiles. “The results were predictable, with at least 

eight assorted [Sukhoi] Su-25, Su-30 and Su-34 jets being shot down by MANPADS in a week,” they wrote. 

The sky over Ukraine was hardening. As spring turned to summer, Russian losses mounted and Ukraine prepared for its 

twin counteroffensives in the east and south, the Russian air force all but stopped striking military targets deep inside 

Ukraine. The Ukrainians didn’t achieve air-superiority, but then neither did the Russians. That prevented Russia from 

exploiting air-power advantage.  

That could change. “Ukraine has so far managed to hold its own in the air domain, largely using its own equipment,” 

the RUSI analysts wrote. “However, there is a real danger that this success leads to Western complacency about the 

threat that the [Russian air force] can still pose to Ukrainian forces, infrastructure and cities if given an opening.” 

“Ukraine now needs rapid deliveries of SAM launchers and missile ammunition, [anti-aircraft guns] and ideally Western 

fighter aircraft to prevent a sustained strike campaign that could, if unopposed, thwart the dominant battlefield 

momentum that Ukrainian troops have fought so hard to win.” 

Iran 

Iran’s hypersonic missile claim raises concerns about nuclear program – Iran has claimed it has developed a 

hypersonic missile capable of penetrating all defense systems, raising concerns from the UN nuclear watchdog. 

Hypersonic missiles, capable of delivering nuclear weapons, can fly at more than five times the speed of sound. 

“This hypersonic ballistic missile was developed to counter air defense shields,” General Hajizadeh, the commander of 

the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps aerospace unit, was quoted as saying by Fars news agency. 
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A hypersonic missile is maneuverable, making it harder to track and defend against. 

While countries including the United States have developed systems designed to defend against cruise and ballistic 

missiles, the ability to track and take down a hypersonic missile remains a question. 

Comment – As mentioned in a previous Update, there are generally 3 steps to recognition of a country’s nuclear 

capability and threat level. 

• Saying you have the capability 

• Showing the capability 

• Demonstrating capability to deliver a nuclear device 

Iran is in Step 1, and we will need to carefully watch any further steps.  

Israel under Prime Minister Netanyahu will be absolutely intolerant of any such Iranian threat and yesterday the 

retiring Israeli Defense Minister stated that Israel does indeed have the capability to strike into Iran and destroy its 

nuclear facilities. 

This very threat will in all likelihood trigger some sort of Israeli reaction, irrespective of Russian concerns in the Middle 

East and Syria. This is too big a menace to allow deployment, or even testing of any capability. 

Impacts 

TSMC to build neon supply chain after Russia decimated global supply – TSMC is looking to secure its supply 

chain and build up capacities that produce high-purity neon gas locally. The company faced massive turmoil on the 

market of noble gases after Ukrainian companies ceased to supply them after Russia's war in the country destroyed 

noble gas production capacities.  

TSMC is negotiating with numerous gas suppliers to investigate possibilities of producing high-purity neon gas in Taiwan 

in three to five years, said J.K. Lin, senior vice president of information technology, materials management and risk 

management, in an interview with Nikkei.  

As the world's largest contract maker of chips, TSMC requires a steady, and high-volume supply of materials (e.g., 

chemicals, wafer subtrates, etc.) to meet customer demand.  

But in a bid to make its supply chain more resilient, it is now looking forward to localizing a part of its supply chain - 

production of high-purity gases like neon. This is not particularly easy as neon is a byproduct of steel manufacturing. 

Comment - Neon is used to manufacture microchips and 70% of supply comes from Ukraine, where conflict is currently 

taking place between Russia and Ukraine. Ukraine is among the primary exporters for a critical raw material used to 

manufacture microchips, which will soon impact new car manufacturing as the Ukraine-Russia conflict Intensifies. 

‘Dark ships’ emerge from the shadows of the Nord Stream mystery - Satellite monitors have discovered two 

vessels with their trackers turned off in the area of the pipeline prior to the suspected sabotage in September. 

The first gas leaks on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline in the Baltic Sea were detected in the early hours of September 26, 

pouring up to 400,000 tons of methane into the atmosphere. Officials immediately suspected sabotage of the 

international pipeline. New analysis seen by WIRED shows that two large ships, with their trackers off, appeared 

around the leak sites in the days immediately before they were detected. 

According to the analysis by satellite data monitoring firm SpaceKnow, the two “dark ships,” each measuring around 95 

to 130 meters long, passed within several miles of the Nord Stream 2 leak sites. “We have detected some dark ships, 
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meaning vessels that were of a significant size, that were passing through that area of interest,” says Jerry Javornicky, 

the CEO and cofounder of SpaceKnow. “They had their beacons off, meaning there was no information about their 

movement, and they were trying to keep their location information and general information hidden from the world,” 

Javornicky adds. 

The discovery, which was made by analyzing images from multiple satellites, is likely to further increase speculation 

about the cause of the blasts. 

Russia working fast to restore blown bridge to Crimea - Moscow is working quickly to repair the bridge that 

connects Russia to the Crimean Peninsula, which it seized from Ukraine in 2014. The damage to the heavily defended 

Crimean Bridge infuriated the Kremlin. Ukrainian officials have not said who carried it out. 

Kazakh President says his country supports the territorial integrity of all countries - Kazakh President 

Qasym-Zhomart Toqaev says his country supports the territorial integrity of all nations as troops from traditional ally 

Russia continue to occupy parts of Ukraine after invading more than eight months ago. 

Speaking at a summit of the Organization of Turkic States on November 11, Toqaev said Kazakhstan fully "supports the 

UN's charter" on territorial integrity and the sovereignty of countries. "This principle fully corresponds to our nation's 

interests. We must pay especially important attention to this principle," Toqaev said. Toqaev stressed that Kazakhstan 

"connects West and East, South and North," therefore more attention must be paid to cooperation between Central 

Asian nations and other parts of the world. 

Comment – Kazakhstan straddles the Chinese BRI corridor connecting east and west as shown in the map below and is 

crucial to the future success of this mega-project and as such we can expect Chinese signoff on the Kazakh position. 

Sanctions 

Germany’s ban on chip factory sale shows hardening stance in Europe towards China - The German 

government has blocked the planned sale of a chip factory to a Chinese group because “the acquisition would have 

endangered public order and security in Germany.” 

The move indicates hardening attitudes throughout Europe about the purchase of technology companies by Chinese 

commercial entities. 
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And, in a further twist that is likely to increase China’s displeasure, the cancellation of the chip factory purchase comes 

barely a week after German Chancellor Olaf Scholz became the first Western leader to travel to Beijing since the onset 

of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Moscow bans entry to 200 US citizens, including Biden relatives - The Russian Foreign Ministry said on 

November 11 that it had banned 200 U.S. citizens from entering Russia, including relatives of President Joe Biden, in 

response to personal sanctions from Washington over Moscow’s ongoing unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. The ministry 

said in a statement that it had banned the entry of Biden's sister, Valerie Biden Owens, and his brothers -- James Brian 

Biden and Francis William Biden. The total number of U.S. citizens sanctioned by Russia's government is 1,073. 

Another nail in the coffin of the Russian economy - US revokes Russia's market economy status - The US will no 

longer treat Russia as a market economy country, the Commerce Department said on Thursday, revoking the status 

granted two decades ago that limited the calculation of anti-dumping duties on Russian goods. 

It said analysis found "extensive" government involvement in the Russian economy had led to distorted prices and 

costs, which did not accurately reflect whether Russian companies were fairly pricing imports into the United States. 

"This decision gives the US the ability to apply the full force of the US anti-dumping law to address the market 

distortions caused by increasing interference from the Russian government in their economy," the Commerce 

Department said in a statement. 

Washington granted Russia market economy status in 2002, an essential step for Russia's admission to the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) in 2012. 

Last year, the American Chamber of Commerce in Russia said that Moscow would be able to challenge any U.S. decision 

to strip Russia of its market economy status at the WTO. 

However, Moscow's relations with the West have dramatically deteriorated since Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Peace Talks 

We will not negotiate with war criminals - Ukraine is not considering negotiations with Russia to end the war, its 

top prosecutor has told the BBC. US media recently claimed that American officials had encouraged Ukraine's leaders 

to soften their stance on negotiating. 

But Andriy Kostin said Russia must be held accountable for the war it began. 

He is looking to establish a special international tribunal, and reiterated demands for war reparations through the 

confiscation of Russian asset and also pushed back at concerns that the war is causing suffering around the world, and 

not just in Ukraine. 

"People are suffering because of Putin invading Ukraine," he said in his office in central Kyiv - a historical building 

guarded by armed soldiers, with entrances blocked by sandbags, and the lower ground windows boarded up. 

"They don't hear missiles. They don't know what is bombing. They don't know what is killing, rape, looting." 

He acknowledged the EU was paying higher prices for food and fuel but countered that "Ukrainians are paying for by 

their lives for the same struggle." "I don't think that the issue of resuming any negotiations is possible," he said firmly. 

He said there were signs of willful killing and torture "in practically every village and every town". 

More cases are also emerging of rape and sexual violence against women and children. When Mr Kostin took over from 

predecessor Iryna Venediktova, there were 40 cases. 
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Containment 

Ukraine aid will keep flowing, even with a GOP-led House - President Biden says he expects US aid for 

Ukraine’s fight against Russia to continue to flow whatever the still-undecided outcome of the midterm elections, 

where Democrats performed stronger than expected. 

The president at a post-election press conference Wednesday brushed off concerns that Republicans, who are on track 

to take control of the House, will pull the plug. Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., who is in line to become House speaker if 

Republicans win the majority and has said Republicans will not write a “blank check” for Ukraine. 

Norway buys South Korean howitzers in 'milestone' improvement of land capabilities - Starting from 

November, the Norwegian Armed Forces raised their readiness amid what Prime Minister Jonas Gahr StÃ¸re referred to 

as "the most serious security policy situation in decades". Apart from buying howitzers, Norway's military plans include 

new main battle tanks. 

The Norwegian Defense Material Agency has ordered additional K9 self-propelled howitzers and armored vehicles from 

the South Korean Hanwha Aerospace. 

The acquisition is an option exercised as part of the NOK 1.8Bln ($180Mln) contract signed in 2017. 

The new deal will see the South Korean manufacturer produce and deliver four 155mm K9 Thunders and eight K10 

ammunition supply vehicles to the Norwegian military within the next two years. 

Once delivered, Norway would have 28 K9 systems and 14 K10 ammunition supply vehicles. 

The acquisition of new self-propelled weapon systems is part of Norway's plan to bolster its land capabilities amid what 

it referred to as increasing threats. Oslo will also buy additional infantry fighting vehicles to support the army's 

forthcoming fourth mechanized battalion. 

Geopolitics 

China’s free-trade talks with El Salvador reflect Beijing’s inroads into US’ ‘backyard’ - Salvadoran President 

Bukele tweeted his country ‘will sign a free-trade 

agreement with China’ after meeting with Beijing’s 

ambassador. 

Chile, Peru and Costa Rica have free-trade 

deals with China and Beijing is talking to 

five other Latin American nations about 

future agreements. 

El Salvador established diplomatic relations with 

mainland China in 2018 after breaking ties with 

Taiwan. Beijing sees self-ruled Taiwan as a breakaway 

territory to be united with the mainland. Taiwanese officials 

say the mainland has used its economic clout to make Taipei’s 

diplomatic allies switch recognition in Beijing’s favour. Today just 

14 countries recognize Taiwan diplomatically. 

El Salvador had previously moved to scrap a free-trade deal signed with Taiwan in 2007, but a court 

suspended the effort in 2019 after a protest from the Central American country’s all-important sugar industry. 
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The US has historically been Central America’s chief trading partner due to geographic proximity, plus political and 

business interests that date back to the Cold War. 

China’s engagement with El Salvador “is definitely a warning to the Biden administration,” said Wang Wei-chieh, a 

Taiwan-based foreign affairs writer. 

In 2004, Washington signed a trade pact with five Central American countries – including El Salvador – and the 

Dominican Republic, agreeing to lower tariffs. Those nations together became the US’ 18th largest goods trading 

partner, with US$57.4 billion worth of shipments going in both directions by 2018. 

“The US should be more concerned, because Central America and South America are the backyard of the US, and China 

has made inroads in recent years,” Chiang said. 

Strategically, a Chinese foothold in  the Central American isthmus provides them a window for influencing South 

America and the Panama Canal, aside from positioning it in America’s back yard. 

Turkey seeks Central Asia inroads with Russia distracted - Turkey is today leading a summit of Central Asian 

countries, aiming to strengthen economic ties with the region’s resource-rich ex-Soviet states while Moscow is 

distracted by the war in Ukraine. 

President Erdogan will preside over the Organisation of Turkic States summit in Uzbekistan’s historic city of Samarkand. 

He has for several years been pushing for closer cultural, linguistic and religious ties with several ex-Soviet countries in 

the Caucasus and Central Asia. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in late February spooked Moscow’s neighbours in Central Asia and spurred Kazakhstan — 

geographically the region’s largest country — and Uzbekistan, the most populous, to look for alliances elsewhere: both 

with China and also Europe. 

In a sign of Ankara’s determination to gain a foothold here while Moscow focuses on Ukraine, this is Erdogan’s third 

trip to the region in less than two months. 

The OTS group includes Azerbaijan — a former Soviet republic with a Turkic language located in the Caucasus region 

bordering Turkey — as well as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in Central Asia. 

Turkmenistan, also in Central Asia, and EU member state Hungary are observer members of the group. The group could 

expand further if isolated Turkmenistan becomes a fully-fledged member — an expansion announced by Turkey’s 

foreign ministry but not confirmed by Ashgabat. 

If Turkmenistan does join, the union set up in 2009 will incorporate all the Central Asian countries that speak languages 

in the Turkic group. 


