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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 62,870 (+370) soldiers killed, 2,495 (+9) enemy tanks, 5,149 (+16) armored  combat vehicles, 1,486 

(+9) artillery systems, 353 (+5) MLRS systems, 181 (+1) air defense systems, 267 (+1) warplanes, 235 (+0) helicopters, 

1,097 (+11) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 249 (+2) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,908 (+18) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 136 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

The promulgation of a “Kerch Bridge message” – we can compare what I believe is a message from Ukraine to 

Putin in its attack on Kerch Bridge in Crimea. This one can do by comparing the strategic logic of believing whether a 

country has a viable nuclear program or not. 

Judging a country’s nuclear capability is generally defined around three stages – (i) Stage 1 is where a country “says” it 

has a nuclear device, (ii) Stage 2 is where they “show” the device and (iii) Stage 3 is where they show the capability to 

deliver a device. 

South Africa exhibited Stages 1 and 2 during the late 70’s and early 80’s. 

Saddam Hussein also exhibited Stages 1 and 2 in the 80’s. He was busy with Stage 3 with renowned long-range canon 

designer Gerald Bull, before the latter was assassinated in Brussels and Iraq entered into a disastrous war cycle.  

Israel has accomplished all three Stages. 

Translate this into what Ukraine has advanced regarding their reported attack on Kerch Bridge and compare this with 

the three stages of nuclear capability realization. 

The Ukrainian message being delivered I believe is “We can reach you, anywhere in the five oblasts.” 

The closest Ukrainian location to Kerch Bridge is approximately 300 miles away. It is increasingly being reported that 

the bridge was struck by a missile. That means, at 300 miles distance, it would have to be a long-range weapon. But, 

Ukraine only has medium-range missile capability? 

Is Ukraine saying to Putin (i) Stage 1 - we are saying we have the ability to strike anywhere in the five oblasts (four 

annexed territories plus Crimea – the 5th), (ii) Stage 2 – we have shown you our ability and now (iii) Stage 3 – we’ll show 

you our capability to deliver? 

Should the Kerch Bridge strike prove to have been accomplished with a missile, and although damage was not fatal to 

the bridge’s serviceability, it shows Ukraine’s ability to reach any Russian target inside Ukraine, present and prior. 

That is a huge message to Putin and the Kremlin. 

Not the tactics of a winning strategy – Russia bombing civilian targets across Ukraine, using the Zaporizhia nuclear 

power plant as a shield for shelling Ukrainian positions and trying to engage Belarus in its invasion of Ukraine are all 

clear signs it is losing the war. 
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These are tactics of desperation and a distinct indication of Russia running out of ideas and options against Ukraine. 

These are signs that it is close to the “bottom of the barrel” when it comes to any future positioning, with Ukraine 

extremely unlikely to engage in any form of peace negotiation with them after their escalation in civilian targeting. 

Putin now targeting civilian centers - Deadly explosions hit Kyiv after Putin blames Ukraine for bridge blast - 

Explosions were reported in central Kyiv and across Ukraine on Monday, a day after Russian President Vladimir Putin 

blamed Ukrainian special services for the explosion of a bridge linking mainland Russia to Crimea. 

President Zelensky wrote on Telegram there were "missiles hitting" across Ukraine as he accused Russian forces of 

trying to "wipe us off the face of the Earth," adding: "Unfortunately, there are dead and wounded." 

In addition to the first explosions to rock Kyiv in months, blasts were also reported in Lviv, Zaporizhzhia, Dnipro, 

Odessa, Khmelnytskyi, Mykolaiv, and Zhytomyr, according to Telegram posts by Ukrainian officials and local media. 

Russian strikes hit German diplomatic office in Kyiv - The German embassy in Kyiv was hit by Russian airstrikes 

on Monday, German media outlet Bild reported. However, the building has not been in use since the war broke out, the 

foreign ministry said. 

US condemns Ukraine attack as Putin claims it's retaliation for terrorism Russia bombed Kyiv - President 

Biden has condemned Russian missile strikes ordered against multiple Ukrainian cities by Putin, who claimed that the 

missile strikes were in retaliation for Ukraine destroying a portion of a bridge linking mainland Russia with occupied 

Crimea. 

Two of Russia’s key allies, China and India also issued statements reflecting concern about the attacks, though both 

stopped short of condemning Russia outright. 

Putin claimed the Russian strikes targeted Ukrainian "energy, military command and communications facilities" but 

many of them appear to have landed near civilian targets. 

While Putin claimed the latest strikes were in response to the bridge explosion, the Russian military has been targeting 

civilian infrastructure, including hospitals, schools and temporary shelters, since the start of the invasion. 

“Putin was not 'provoked' to unleash missile terror by 'Crimea Bridge'. Russia has been constantly hitting Ukraine with 

missiles before the bridge. Putin is desperate because of battlefield defeats and uses missile terror to try to change the 

pace of war in his favor. This nonsense about Putin being 'provoked' must stop. He does not need anything to 'provoke' 

him in order to commit heinous crimes.", is the message being relayed from Kyiv. 

What’s next for Ukraine? - These days, Moscow’s military might is minuscule in comparison with its heyday – 

especially after a string of humiliating defeats and withdrawals from Ukraine’s north, east and south. 

That’s why today’s blasts in Kyiv and 11 other cities throughout Ukraine seem to have one purpose – to sow panic 

among Ukrainians, officials say. 

“Putin’s only tactic is terror on peaceful Ukrainian cities, but he will not break Ukraine down,” Dmytro Kuleba, Ukraine’s 

foreign minister, said in a tweet. 

Photos posted on social media and news websites show firefighters next to burning cars, civilians wounded and gaping 

holes in buildings and roads. One hole was in the middle of a children’s playground. 

Many expect the shelling to continue after months of calm in Ukraine’s capital. 
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Ukrainians steel themselves for a cold, wartime winter - In Irpin, near Kyiv, 75 percent of residents have 

returned following intense Russian attacks earlier this year. But many houses are heavily damaged, and people are 

working hard to get them ready as winter approaches. 

There are too many Ukrainian villages and small towns to count where Russia has severely bombarded everything in 

sight, rendering them inhabitable and devoid of any power, heating and livability.  

What was left before retreating they plundered and vandalized, as if a plague of locusts has been through the area. 

This bodes ill for Ukrainians looking to endure what promises to be a long and cold winter. They will need as much help 

as they can get. 

Russia delivers mass high-precision strikes on Ukraine’s energy, communications and military 

command facilities - Putin has stated that on the request of the Ministry of Defence and the General Staff, Russia 

delivered “mass strikes on Ukraine’s energy, communications and military command facilities using high-precision long-

range weapons.” The president is currently holding a session with the permanent members of the Russian Security 

Council. 

“If terrorist attacks on our territory continue, Russia’s response will be tough,” Putin said. 

The Russian Defence Ministry notes that the goal of the strikes on Ukraine has been achieved and that “all the 

designated targets have been hit.” 

False Flag operation pending? - Putin and Lukashenka agree on deployment of Russia-Belarus regional 

group of forces - Putin and Belarus’ Lukashenka have agreed to deploy a joint regional group of forces, Belarusian 

state news agency BelTA reports. 

“Given the worsening of the situation on the western borders of the Union State, we agreed to deploy a regional group 

of forces of the Russian Federation and the Republic of Belarus. This complies with our documents,” Lukashenka said 

during a meeting on security matters. 

“It says that if the threat level reaches the level as it is now, we begin to use the Union State group of forces. 

The basis of this group is the army, the Armed Forces of the Republic of Belarus. I must inform you that the formation 

of this group has begun. It’s been going on for, I think, two days. I gave an order to start forming this group,” 

Lukashenka stated. 

Russia has not commented on this information so far. 

Lukashenka also stated that Ukraine allegedly plans to strike Belarus and that the Ukrainian army had begun 

establishing a second front on the Belarusian border. “I have already said that today Ukraine is not just contemplating 

but planning strikes on the territory of Belarus. Of course, the Ukrainians absolutely do not need this. Well, why would 

they need to open a second front on our southern border which is their northern border? This is madness from the 

point of view of the military,” he said. 

On 9 October, Ukrainian Ambassador to Belarus Ihor Kyzym was summoned by the Belarusian Foreign Ministry and 

handed a diplomatic note that stated that Ukraine was planning an attack on Belarus. Ukraine denies these accusations. 

Two Iranian-made Shahed drones taken down in Kyiv region. Ukraine claims Russia launched them 

from territory of Belarus - Two Iranian-made Shahed drones, previously purchased by Russia, were taken down in 

the Kyiv region, Ukrainian Air Force spokesperson Yuriy Ihnat said in an interview with RBC-Ukraine newspaper. 



 

4 
 

According to him, the drones were launched from the territory of Belarus. This is the first known case of launching a 

drone from a country that is not officially a conflict side, the newspaper points out. 

“Like when they launched them from the south, from Crimea, for example, they can now launch them from different 

locations. They can just move them around. It was to be expected. Now they will have an opportunity to attack 

Western regions from a shorter distance,” Ihnat said. 

Last week, the regional directorate of Territorial Defence Forces for Western Ukraine reported that Russia might have 

transported at least 20 Shahed drones to Belarus. 

Comment – This development will further reinforce the Ukrainian request for air protection systems. 

Putin’s last shot – Novaya Gazeta Europe’s editor-in-chief Kirill Martynov explains why missile strikes on Kyiv mean 

that Putin’s defeat is closer than before. 

On the morning of 10 October, the Russian Federation carried out massive missile strikes on Ukrainian cities. From a 

military point of view, the attack makes no sense, and it only hastens the Russian army’s defeat. The political reasoning 

for what’s happening is as follows: Putin is completely ignoring the reality of the situation, he’s got no trump cards left, 

but he will continue holding onto power until he has tried to wholly destroy both Ukraine and Russia. As is known, they 

“can repeat” (“We Can Repeat” is a popular military slogan that implies that the Russian army can reach Berlin again, 

just as in 1945 — translator’s note). Apparently, these slogans implied cruise missiles hitting the Volodymyrska Street in 

Kyiv. They repeated as well as they could. 

The attack began two days after the explosion on the Crimean Bridge. This is the speed with which decisions are made 

in the Kremlin: during that time, no one there was able to come up with a more convincing response than a mass 

launch of the remaining Kalibrs and old Soviet anti-ship missiles on Ukrainian cities. Putin has neither successes on the 

front nor new leverages for economical blackmail of the world.  

However, the Russian side is openly calling the explosions in the centre of Kyiv and the attempts to destroy [Kyiv’s] 

Thermal Power Station a “revenge for the bridge” and is treating these events as a call for celebration. These 

statements are made not only by “Z” Telegram channels, but also, for example, by [Russia’s state news agency] RIA 

Novosti. Propaganda has never before so openly announced the terrorist nature of this war against Ukraine, the goal of 

which is now officially to “terrorize everyone” and “wipe everything off the map.” When you justify an aggressive war 

for long enough, you become Goebbels. 

In accordance with international law, the Crimean Bridge is a legitimate military target for Ukraine. The bridge was built 

on Ukraine’s territory annexed in 2014 and is used for supplies to be brought to the military grouping of the Russian 

occupying army in Kherson. It’s easy to find videos online that show echelons of tanks passing the Crimean Bridge.  

For Putin, the “attempt on the bridge” is an event of a more mythical quality — it’s something of a direct attack on his 

ability to be a dictator and sow chaos. It’s not surprising that the response to the bridge being threatened is irrational 

and has nothing to do with the military logic of what’s happening.  

The point of the “special military operation” is so Putin can try to exterminate Ukrainians by any means, up to a nuclear 

bomb — everyone is by now tired of nuclear threats being uttered — while Ukraine defending itself is classified as 

“terrorism.”  

All of this feels like a Deja vu, a reference to the events of 1999 when Putin came into power. However, today’s Putin, 

once again talking about a terrorist threat to Russia, resembles a figure on its way out: he has nothing left to offer 

Russians, except for an endless war. 
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Attacking civilian infrastructure can have military sense for the aggressor, if they are certain of their ability to terrorize 

the population and break its fighting spirit. In the case of Ukraine, that didn’t happen and won’t happen now. The 40-

million population of Ukraine hates the Russian Federation and Putin personally and is demanding that war criminals be 

held responsible for their actions.  

The last time residents of Moscow had to hide from a bombing in the metropolitan was in 1941, while citizens of Kyiv 

had to do so today — these are different levels of motivation. Even the people who previously could be loyal to the 

Kremlin are changing their views after criminal attacks on Ukraine’s cities. A photo of the formerly pro-Russian Mayor 

of Kharkiv Mykhailo Dobkin, who is now serving in Ukraine’s Armed Forces, has been often shared online.  

Besides, every future crime openly committed by Russian authorities will motivate Europe and the US to aid Ukraine by 

all possible means. After the missile strike on Kyiv on 10 October, Ukraine will get modern air defence systems and, 

possibly, long-range offensive weapons faster. 

No one is ready to live in the world in which Putin has won, so any future escalation started by him will lead to Ukraine 

getting armed better. 

Putin’s achievement is that there’s now a million men army standing on the Russian border, and it will not lay down 

arms until Russia is pushed out and Ukraine has received significant safety guarantees for its families and cities.  

It’s beyond doubt that systematic strikes on civilian infrastructure with old Soviet missiles can lead to a bigger 

humanitarian catastrophe, an energy crisis, and lack of water supply — as it is happening on the “liberated” territories 

of Ukraine’s South. In addition to people’s suffering, the only thing these strikes will eventually lead to is the entire 

developed world standing against the economic and social chaos in Ukraine, while the only country to hurry to 

recognize the Kremlin’s “territorial acquisitions” has been North Korea.  

The explosion on the Crimean Bridge coincided not only with Putin’s 70th birthday but also with the appointment of 

general Sergey Surovikin as the new commander of the Russian army. General Surovikin is a man with an appropriate 

biography.  

In August 1991, he was ready to use tanks to crush unarmed Moscow citizens that had been protesting against the 

dictatorship; due to his actions, he was imprisoned. Now he has earned high praise from [Yevgeny] Prigozhin, 

In 2017, he fought in Syria and was responsible for wiping Aleppo off the map, after which he received recognition by 

the Russian state. His position of “not questioning orders” has served him well and now he has been appointed the 

overall Russian Army commander. 

From today’s civilian targeting in Ukraine it is clear he plans a repeat of Aleppo in every city of Ukraine. 

But even this won’t help Putin win this war. 

Kyiv calls for air defenses as Putin brings his Syria tactics to Ukraine - Putin turned back to his bloody, 

destructive playbook from Syria with a barrage of rocket attacks against civilian targets across Ukraine on Monday, 

ramping up pressure on Western allies to supply Kyiv with the air defenses it has long sought. 

Monday’s rush-hour bombardment on the streets of Kyiv, Lviv, Dnipro, Zaporizhzhia and other regions came as little 

surprise, given that Putin had already signaled his willingness to switch to ever more brutal tactics by appointing Sergey 

Surovikin, the general who oversaw Russian forces in Syria on-and-off from 2017 to 2020, as commander of his 

struggling war effort in Ukraine. 

In a speech at an emergency meeting of his National Security Council on Monday, Putin claimed the strikes came in 

response to this weekend’s attack on the Kerch Bridge linking illegally occupied Crimea to Russia. Putin said Russia had 
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deployed “high-precision, long-range weapons from the air, sea and land” to deliver “massive attacks on targets of 

Ukraine’s energy, military command and communications facilities.” He added that Russia would continue to dole out 

retribution if Ukraine continued to strike so-called “Russian” territory. 

Ukraine’s defense ministry said 75 missiles were launched, 41 of which were shot down. 

Moscow’s claims to precision attacks on strategic targets seemed to mask the fact that the aim was clearly to kill 

civilians, as the missiles struck the Shevchenkivskyi district in the heart of Kyiv during peak morning traffic. Pictures and 

footage taken by reporters and from security cameras show cars on fire; a crater beside a children’s playground in the 

Shevchenko Park and a pedestrian bridge narrowly missed. 

Comment – The very confirmation by Putin and Russia that they had deliberately targeted civilian centers with missiles, 

irrespective of the espoused rationale behind such strikes of retaliation for the Kerch Bridge explosion, constitute a war 

crime. 

Loud blast heard in Russia's Belgorod near Ukraine border - A loud explosion was heard on Monday morning 

in Russia's Belgorod region, close to the border with Ukraine, two witnesses told Reuters. Witnesses reported a loud 

bang and windows shaking. 

Russia's RIA Novosti news agency cited local officials as saying the blast was caused by explosions of ammunition. 

Ukraine can defeat Russia, here is how - Although the Ukrainian defence has defied all gloomy forecasts about its 

chances, skepticism about Ukraine’s ability to win the war remains widespread. 

After the brilliant operation to liberate parts of the Kharkiv and Kherson regions, the time has come for the West to 

take the same leap of faith that Ukrainians did when they started to believe in their country’s ability to win. And to 

provide enough resources to end this horror. 

Russia has suffered losses. It lost battles to capture Kyiv, Kharkiv, Mykolaiv and Chernihiv; withdrew forces from 

Northern Ukraine; ceded control over the North-Western Black Sea; and scrambled to save some of its troops from 

Izyum-Kupiansk. 

Putin’s regime insists those moves were “gestures of goodwill.” However, in reality, Russia withdrew troops from those 

battles when persisting would only mean more loss. 

Despite all this, the West still doesn’t believe that Ukraine can militarily defeat the Russian invasion. This belief 

predates February 24, but it is not based on facts and neutral military analysis. 

This sentiment contends that Russia is just too big and too strong to be defeated militarily; thus, all the predictions that 

Ukraine would fall within days or weeks. 

Yet, no matter how often these assumptions were shattered, this belief persists. 

There are politicians in the democratic world who openly believe in Ukrainian victory, while others stick to their old fear 

of Russian might. 

Swiftly and diplomatically ending this war would have been wonderful, but Moscow doesn’t have words of concession 

or compromise in its vocabulary. Realistically, honest negotiations depend on Russia’s military power degrading to a 

point where it cannot achieve any of Putin’s goals in Ukraine. 

We can get to that point. And we must – as soon as possible. 
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There is no doubt that Russia had colossal stockpiles of weaponry and ammunition. But the backbone of the Russian 

military power comes from Soviet times and these stockpiles have limits. When Russia runs out of its crucial stockpiles, 

it will not be able to continue its war of aggression against Ukraine. 

Since May, Russia has been using missiles designed to target ships, and very imprecise against ground objects. In July, 

Russia went further, conducting strikes in Ukraine with S-300, which are even less suited to hit ground targets and have 

limited range. 

Using these missiles, Russia is avoiding running out of others designed to attack ground targets. After Ukraine receives 

promised advanced Western air defence systems, Russia will have very limited capabilities to strike deep into Ukrainian 

territory. 

Similar stretching and patching applies to all elements of the Russian military, resulting in a degraded battle efficiency 

of Russian troops. They haven’t significantly advanced since capturing Lysychansk in July, while a well-planned 

Ukrainian counteroffensive in September and October sent Russian units running. 

Decisive until now, Russia has not managed to win air superiority over Ukraine. Poor intelligence, low precision 

weaponry, and Ukrainian air defences have blunted any Russian military significance. Russian armored troops have 

suffered colossal casualties and they therefore have defaulted to artillery as the decisive factor for practically all their 

advances since April. 

In the current war conditions, the primary way for Ukraine to counter Russian artillery is with its own artillery, both by 

destroying Russian howitzers and rocket launchers and by disrupting the logistics of ammunition supplies. Both can be 

done almost exclusively by artillery. 

Ukraine has received a formidable arsenal of NATO-standard artillery; however, it is not nearly enough. The numbers 

are clear: The West delivered more than 200 heavy howitzers and some lighter ones, as well as around 25 MLRS 

(multiple-launch rocket systems). 

By sheer quantity, Ukraine had much more artillery before February 24 than it received from partners – over a 

thousand pieces. 

Russia on the other hand has deployed several thousand artillery pieces in Ukraine, including around a thousand 

systems of rocket artillery. 

Western artillery has proven its superiority in terms of precision and range over Soviet/Russian systems. However, 

Ukraine doesn’t have enough to cover a front line of over 1000 km. In April, Ukrainian old artillery started running out 

of ammunition. 

This gap could be closed – so why isn’t it? 

One common argument: There will never be enough, no matter how many weapons are delivered to Ukraine. 

While it is always good to have more tools to defend against an aggressor of such a scale, 300-400 additional howitzers 

and a couple of dozens of MLRS would change the situation dramatically. 

Ukraine would still have fewer defences than Russia, but it would be enough to cover all sectors of the frontline, while 

superior range and precision would offset the difference in numbers. 

That way, Russian troops would lose their last advantage. Especially, if Ukraine receives more anti-drone equipment to 

counter Russian reconnaissance. NATO countries, especially the largest ones, have enough artillery to provide enough 

to make an impact. 
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Another common argument is that these states cannot supply more, maintaining obligations to defend their own 

population and allies. 

While noteworthy, this misses the point. Russia has no combat-ready troops to attack NATO. With each destroyed 

howitzer or tank, Russia loses the overall capability to attack anyone else. 

The countries closest to Russia depleted their stocks the most. They understand that Ukraine’s victory is their best 

defence. An understanding the rest of the West still has to reach. 

We must provide more heavy weapons, armored fighting vehicles and significantly more precision-guided ammunition 

before winter arrives, to go hand in hand with heavy weapons training and tactical advice for officers. 

One way to start arming Ukraine more effectively is by sharing the burden among all allies. 

For example, one specific idea was voiced and overwhelmingly adopted by us in the latest European Parliament’s 

resolution: If 13 European states that collectively possess 2,000 Leopard-2 tanks, and pass down 10% of these to 

Ukraine, they will still be left with abundant military capability to defend themselves in case of an attack. 

Had we supplied Ukraine with more weapons, they may have been able to defeat Russia this year. Now, this seems 

unlikely. The partial mobilization will not magically allow Russia to defeat Ukraine, but it will prolong the war. 

This desperate move by Putin might patch the lack of military manpower, but it will not solve all its other problems, 

more than likely even exacerbating some – including low morale, poor organization, or old equipment. Contemporary 

wars are not won by masses of soldiers used as cannon fodder. 

Ukrainian forces can continue making big gains this autumn. With these gains, and with enough artillery and 

ammunition, they will be able to increasingly decimate Russian logistics, ammunition depots, and command and 

control, whilst laying the ground for the next big counteroffensive to liberate occupied territories. 

Article by Viola von Cramon-Taubadel (Greens/EFA), shadow rapporteur on Ukraine, Nicola Beer (Renew) vice-president 

of the European Parliament and Michael Gahler (EPP), rapporteur on Ukraine, as carried in Euractiv earlier today. 

Freight traffic resumed after bomb blast on Crimea Bridge - Rail freight traffic has resumed on the Crimea 

Bridge, which was temporarily closed due to a truck bombing on Saturday 8 October. The bridge that connects the 

Crimean Peninsula with mainland Russia has a truck and railway line. The blast mostly impacted the road section, but 

also triggered a fire on a bypassing freight train. 

Comment – Striking Kerch Bridge with impunity, despite $32,5 million spent on security for the bridge, sends a huge 

message to Putin and the Kremlin about its vulnerability and reachability by Ukrainian forces. This is their primary 

channel of re-supply into Crimea and Kherson, and the Ukrainian ability to strike it whenever they want, will raise alarm 

bells across Moscow and Russian social media channels. 

It also keeps Russian losses on the front page of Russian war coverage, now that the literal cat is out of the bag via 

mobilization. 

The attack on the Kerch Strait Bridge, coupled with recent Russian military failures and partial mobilization, is 

generating direct criticism of Putin and the Kremlin from the Russian pro-war nationalist community. Some milbloggers, 

who represent and speak to that community on Telegram, criticized Putin’s and the Kremlin’s failure to address major 

events forthrightly, noting that it is challenging to rally behind Putin when his government relies on secrecy.  

Others noted that Putin has consistently failed to address incidents such as the sinking of the cruiser Moskva or the 

prisoner exchange of Azovstal fighters whom the Kremlin had consistently demonized since the Battle of Mariupol. 
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Some milbloggers said that Putin must retaliate for the explosion on the Kerch Strait Bridge lest his silence be perceived 

as ”weakness.” Milbloggers who did not criticize Putin instead criticized Russian Deputy Chairman of the Security 

Council Medvedev’s silence following the explosion after he had made several public claims that an attack on the 

Crimean Bridge was a Russian “red line.”  

Direct criticism of Putin from this community is almost unprecedented. Milbloggers and other nationalist figures 

continue to express overwhelming support for Putin’s goals in Ukraine and have hitherto blamed failures and setbacks 

on the Russian military command or the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD). 

Other Russian nationalists, 

propagandists, and proxy officials are 

blaming security services and the 

Russian MoD, a phenomenon that can 

undermine Putin’s regime in the long term. 

Komsomolkaya Pravda journalist and 

Russian reserve Colonel Viktor Baranets put 

responsibility for the explosion on the Kerch 

Strait Bridge on Russian security services, 

whom he called “traitors.”  

Baranets’ statements prompted a wave of 

criticism from milbloggers, with some even 

accusing him of advocating for censorship 

among milbloggers and being affiliated with 

foreign agents. Russian propagandist 

Solovyov openly accused the Russian MoD 

of only releasing useless statements instead 

of actually regaining the initiative on the 

battlefield. The Kremlin may be doubling 

down on the known milblogger distaste for 

the Russian MoD to use its military 

leadership as a scapegoat for its military 

failures. 

The perception of the trajectory of 

the war and of Ukrainian capabilities 

is changing as well, and Russians are 

undergoing a rude awakening. Russian 

sources have recognized that the Ukrainian 

southern counter-offensive poses a significant threat to Russian forces across southern Ukraine.  

This recognition is a significant deviation from the previous narrative presented by propagandists, milbloggers, and the 

Russian MoD for months that Ukrainian counter-offensives in Kherson Oblast were impossible or had failed.  

Russian sources are shifting their alibis to claim that Ukrainians would not be successful without NATO’s direct 

involvement, advancing the narrative that Russia is fighting against the powerful Western bloc rather than lowly 

Ukraine.  
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It is unclear how such excuses are affecting domestic audiences from the information available in open source, but 

sudden departures from months-long declarations of Ukraine’s inability to advance in the south may prompt some 

concern among the Russian public that is already preoccupied with mobilization fears. 

Russian voices within the information space demand that the Russian military retaliate for the Kerch 

Strait Bridge explosion by regaining the initiative on the battlefield and resuming the missile campaign 

against Ukrainian infrastructure. Solovyov 

cited Vladimir Lenin’s statement that “war 

must be waged for real, or it  must not be 

waged at all” and called for a massive 

campaign of strikes on Ukrainian critical 

infrastructure. Milbloggers and proxy officials 

echoed Solovyov‘s statements, noting their 

fears of a repeated attack on the Crimean 

Bridge. 

It is becoming more evident that Russian 

voices in the information space are 

increasingly aware that the war is not going 

well, attacking the Kremlin’s strategy of silence 

and calling for Putin’s public involvement in 

the war. One milblogger even noted that this is 

the time for “radical, rapid, and urgent 

change” in Russia. It is unclear if Putin will be 

able to fully satisfy these demands for change. 

He may attempt to address or deflect these 

critiques during his meeting with the Russian 

Security Council scheduled for today. The 

framing within the information space of an 

urgent need for change within the Kremlin 

may pose threats to Putin when he is unable to 

make the changes necessary to alter the 

trajectory of the war in a meaningful way. 

Comment – The cat is out of the bag. 

Putin cannot do the one thing his 

hardline constituency demands—win 

the war - Shuffling senior  commanders will not fix the systemic problems that have hamstrung Russian operations, 

logistics, defense industry, and mobilization from the outset of the invasion. Scapegoats can deflect criticism from Putin 

only for a time, and the appearance of direct criticism of Putin’s leadership among his most devoted hardline 

constituency is likely a harbinger of future dissatisfaction in that quarter. 

Ukrainian forces continued to advance east of the Oskil Rver in the direction of Luhansk Oblast and have 

entered Stel’makhivka (about 18km west of Svatove). Russian forces launched unsuccessful assaults on Burdaka on the 

Kharkiv Oblast-Russian border, and Terny northeast of Lyman. 
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Russian sources reported that Russian 

forces attempted to attack in the 

direction of Ternovi Pody  (approximately 

30km northwest of Kherson City) Ukrainian 

sources reported that Russian forces 

continued to target newly liberated 

settlements in northern Kherson Oblast with 

artillery, MLRS, and aviation. 

Ukrainian sources reported that their 

forces repelled over 30 attacks in the 

Bakhmut and Avdiivka areas. Russian forces 

launched an unsuccessful assault southwest 

of Donetsk City. 

A Russian milblogger accused North 

Ossetia and Vladikavkaz of failing to fulfill 

mobilization orders due to carelessness and 

the personal interests of regional officials. 

Ukrainian sources reported that 

Russian occupation authorities are 

moving their families from Kherson Oblast to 

Crimea, and from Starobilsk to Luhansk City.  

This was reported on yesterday’s Update and 

is part of the orchestrated Russian campaign 

to remove Ukraine-friendly citizens from the 

illegally annexed oblasts. 

Any peace negotiations will be beset with 

difficulties in returning Ukrainians to the previous oblasts and towns, without which guarantee Ukraine will surely not 

engage in talks of any kind. 

Ukraine vows to strengthen its armed forces after major Russian air strikes - Ukraine vowed to strengthen 

its armed forces after Russia launched its biggest aerial assaults on cities since the beginning of the war, forcing 

thousands to flee to bomb shelters and prompting Kyiv to halt electricity exports to Europe. 

Missiles hit cities across Ukraine on Monday morning, killing 12 people and injuring scores, as they tore into 

intersections, parks and tourist sites. 

Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelenskiy spoke to U.S. President Joe Biden on Monday and wrote on Telegram afterwards that air 

defence was the "number 1 priority in our defence cooperation." 

"We will do everything to strengthen our armed forces," he said in a Monday night address. "We will make the 

battlefield more painful for the enemy." 

Biden told Zelenskiy the U.S. will provide advanced air defense systems. The Pentagon said on Sept 27 it would start 

delivering the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System over the next two months or so. 
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Putin 

Putin must be held to account over despicable war crimes, says Sturgeon - Vladimir Putin must be held to 

account over “despicable war crimes” committed in Ukraine, Nicola Sturgeon has said. 

The First Minister spoke of Scotland’s solidarity with the war-torn country as she addressed the SNP conference in 

Aberdeen on Monday. 

She said Putin has “never looked weaker or more insecure” and said the “brutal invasion” of a neighboring country 

“should be unimaginable in 21st-century Europe”. 

Ms Sturgeon said: “To men and women risking their lives in opposition to Putin in Russia, or his sidekick in Belarus, we 

stand with you. 

“And to the people of Ukraine – fighting for your very existence – we stand with you. 

“Today we live on a continent where a so-called strong man – though one who has never looked weaker or more 

insecure – has launched a brutal invasion of his neighbour. 

“That should be unimaginable in 21st-century Europe, but for the people of Ukraine it is all too real.” 

She continued: “Despicable war crimes have been committed. And, conference, let us be clear: these are war crimes for 

which Vladimir Putin must be held to account.” 

Ms Sturgeon pledged that her Government will “continue to do everything we can to help” the people of Ukraine, 

calling them “an inspiration to the world.” 

U.S. States that wish to join Russia will be considered, says Duma member - A senior member of the state 

Duma, Russia's parliament, said that any U.S. states that want to break away from the country and instead join the 

Russian Federation will be considered. 

The comments come only a week after Russia declared that four regions of Ukraine had become Russian territory, 

following referendums that were widely criticized by Ukrainian and Western officials as being sham. These were 

Donetsk and Luhansk in eastern Ukraine and Kherson and Zaporizhzhia in the south. The votes supported the regions 

changing from Ukrainian to Russian territory. 

State Duma deputy Alexander Tolmachev was responding to an online poll that showed that some Americans wanted 

their states to break free from the U.S. 

He said that the U.S. was beginning "to decay," and that its ally, the European Union, which has also provided strong 

military assistance to Ukraine, was "bursting at its seams." 

Impacts 

'Ukraine will win': Estonia's departing spy chief opens up on Putin's war - "Early retirement" is a strange 

way to describe a 44-year-old's acceptance of a new government role, but for Mikk Marran, Estonia's spymaster, it feels 

a lot like that. As of next month he will no longer helm Välisluureamet, the Baltic state's foreign intelligence service, 

which, long before Putin's faltering invasion of Ukraine, was at the forefront of assessing the threats and capabilities of 

a resurgent and revanchist Russia. 
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According to one former high-ranking U.S. intelligence officer, “Estonia punches far above its weight on Russian affairs. 

The respect for Marran and his service in the U.S. intelligence community is quite palpable.” He is regularly invited to 

officials’ homes when he visits the United States, a privilege not accorded to directors of other allied services.  

Marran, though, is sanguine. He believes Europe can and will weather an especially cold winter. "Our populations have 

been warned already that it's going to be difficult and expensive, but we need to survive because it's a war situation."  

He is fond of the refrain used to justify Estonia's outsize military assistance to Ukraine that every Russian tank 

destroyed in Ukraine is one less Russian tank that could someday invade Estonia. Välisluureamet also provides real-

time actionable intelligence on Russia's war machine with seemingly less hesitation than other Western services. "Every 

bit and piece we collect that might help Ukraine, we just give it to them." 

Behind this reflexive assistance lies moral obligation wedded to utilitarianism wedded to a unique form of survivor’s 

guilt: Ukraine’s profound misfortune, and dramatic battlefield success, has unintentionally bolstered Estonia’s security. 

Putin’s war is flailing so badly that few observers think he could invade another neighbor anytime soon, let alone a 

NATO member. He recently yanked as many as 24,000 of the 30,000 soldiers formerly stationed along Russia’s western 

flank to replenish crippling personnel losses in Ukraine, losses that Kyiv estimates to be in excess of 60,000. 

Furthermore, NATO is far more alive to the day-one requirements of any invocation of its Article V collective security 

clause than it has been in the past. President Biden recently reiterated that the U.S. military would defend “every inch” 

of NATO land. This includes Estonia, a member since 2004, and long considered a “tripwire” state in any hypothetical 

Russian attack, given its proximity to Russia. 

The world’s largest military alliance is “in good shape in the region,” Marran affirms, noting that Western troops now 

train daily with Baltic ones. NATO is also set to expand, again thanks to Putin, with the anticipated accession of Sweden 

and Finland. This twinned membership will transform the Gulf of Finland into what he calls “an internal NATO lake.” 

The broader Baltic Sea, which houses some of Russia’s most strategic sea lanes and ports, is set to be fully ringed by 

NATO members. 

On Ukraine, Välisluureamet has been more bullish from the outset on Kyiv's chances to withstand a Russian war of 

conquest than were many other intelligence services in NATO, which anticipated the collapse of Ukraine's conventional 

army, the loss of its air force and a recourse to partisan warfare. That assessment fed directly into policymaking — 

namely, the reluctance of the Biden administration to equip Ukraine with the heavy offensive Western firepower it now 

sends in waves of billion-dollar security assistance packages. But even now the White House has its limits; it has refused 

to directly dispatch long-range artillery missiles out of fear that they might be used to hit targets inside Russian 

territory and escalate the war. 

Marran believes this U.S. barrier is misguided. “I think the West should kind of get over this self-limitation that we 

should limit the weapons systems or ammunition to 80 kilometers or 40 kilometers. Keep in mind, all the NATO arms 

sent there are now being tested in wartime. So we have a self-interest in giving Ukraine what they ask for. But I’m 

convinced we’ll get there, eventually. We are light years from where we were on Feb. 24.” 

Marran cautions that advising Ukraine to enter peace negotiations is strategically backward. “It is our job as intel 

services to give correct information assessments to our leadership. And our assessment is that we shouldn’t push 

Ukraine to any negotiations because that will send a message to Putin that things will go his way, and he will start 

slicing the sausage.” 

But what of the worst-case scenarios now being advanced in the West, such as Putin's potential use of a tactical nuclear 

weapon or some other nonconventional means of halting or reversing Ukraine's advances? Biden recently told the 

crowd at a New York Democratic fundraiser, "We have not faced the prospect of Armageddon since Kennedy and the 

Cuban missile crisis." The cliche in U.S. foreign policy discourse that a "cornered" Putin is a more dangerous Putin. 
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Marran sees it in reverse. "I would say that it is better for us to see him in the corner than outside of it, where he'll have 

more options to deal with the West. I think that's what he's hoping for. I would let him stay in the corner." 

As to the nuclear option, a grim contingency for which Estonia could easily suffer more of the literal and figurative 

fallout than many other European countries, Marran isn’t panicking. In fact, he exhibits calm. “First of all, I am quite 

sure that all the major services are following the situation in Russia around the nuclear depots. Second, NATO’s nuclear 

posture is ready to deal with that scenario. Third, I would say that even China and India will have a quite harsh 

response, at least rhetorically, in case Russia detonates a nuclear bomb. Putin will risk losing his only friends if he does 

that.” (Comment – Marran’s statement regarding the reaction of China and India to any Russian use of nuclear 

weapons, is the same as espoused in previous Updates of ours). 

Marran sees parallels with Estonia’s post-Soviet trajectory but ranks Ukraine’s potential as even higher thanks to its 

more recent and hard-won sacrifices. “Ukraine was still cooperating a bit with the Russian services” before 2014, when 

Russia invaded and illegally annexed Crimea, he says. “So basically, they still know the people and they still know the 

procedures, and so it’s much easier for them to understand the Russian way of doing things, collecting intel 

information. In that sense, they could even have a better experience than we do. When the war ends, I think that there 

will be a long line of intel services who want to learn from Ukraine.” 

How will the war end? 

“Ukraine is going to win,” Marran says without hesitation. “They have to win because for Ukraine, it’s an independence 

war. It’s not just a regional conflict, and that’s why they are highly motivated.” Though he is less certain of when, 

exactly, that victory will come. 

Ukraine issues arrest warrant for Russian foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova and ex-

president Dmitry Medvedev - The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) has put out an arrest warrant for former 

Russian president Dmitry Medvedev and Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova. They are accused of 

infringing upon the territorial integrity of Ukraine, the country’s interior ministry database says. 

Later, the Ukrainian police announced that FSB chief Alexander Bortnikov, National Guard head Viktor Zolotov, Interior 

Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev, senate speaker Valentina Matviyenko, foreign intelligence chief Sergey Naryshkin, 

Defence Minister Sergey Shoigu, Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev and others had been added to the wanted 

list as well. 

An international arrest warrant would restrict those listed therein from leaving Russia, and “it would be a strong signal 

that they have many states against them.” 

GeoMigration 

Russian state tv mulls plan to spark migration crisis in EU this winter - Andrey Sidorov, Deputy Dean of the 

School of World Politics at Lomonosov Moscow State University, has urged Russia to "cut off all ties" with Europe—

starting with the Baltic states—and cause a refugee crisis on the continent. 

"Why do we need hungry, cold, dirty, poor Europe," Sidorov said speaking with Russian TV presenter Vladimir Solovyov 

on TV channel Russia-1 in a clip shared on Twitter by The Daily Beast's reporter Julia Davis. "We can cut off all ties with 

them, in principle." 

Sidorov added that cutting off Europe will put the continent "on the brink of survival" and "Americans won't help 

them." 
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He said he felt "no pity" for Europeans but said Russia should "wait for the right moment" to cut off ties "and cause a 

migration crisis for Europe with a new influx of Ukrainians." 

NATO 

Nine NATO allies back Ukraine’s path to membership - Nine Central and Eastern European NATO member 

states have declared they support a path to NATO membership for Kyiv, following its application on Friday. 

In a joint statement, the presidents of Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Montenegro and North Macedonia said they “firmly stand behind” a NATO decision made at the 2008 Bucharest 

summit on Ukraine’s membership prospects to the alliance. 

Back then, NATO allies had pledged that Ukraine and Georgia would eventually become members without setting a 

clear timeline for accession. The process stalled over the years, and after Russia annexed Crimea in 2014, it seemed 

increasingly unlikely that the bid would become a reality. 

The nine NATO members’ show of support came after Putin declared he was annexing four Ukrainian regions, a move 

that represents Europe’s biggest land grab since WWII and has been denounced by the international community. 

GeoMilitary 

Moldova summons Russian envoy after missiles targeting Ukraine cross its airspace - Moldovan FM Nicu 

Popescu says he is ‘appalled’ by Russian strikes on cities across Ukraine, including the capital Kyiv, and urges Russia to 

‘stop killing.’ 

“Three cruise missiles launched on Ukraine this morning from Russian ships in the Black Sea crossed Moldova’s 

airspace,” Moldovan Foreign Minister Nicu Popescu said on Twitter. “I instructed that Russia’s ambassador be 

summoned to provide an explanation.” 

Popescu expressed outrage at the many strikes carried out on Ukrainian cities on Monday, a day after Moscow blamed 

Ukraine for an explosion on a bridge connecting Crimea to Russia. 

“Appalled by multiple Russian rocket strikes on cities across Ukraine, including the capital Kyiv, striking civilian targets. 

Russia must stop killing,” he said. 

Turkey considers secret operation in Greece, report says - Turkey plans to deploy a secretive, specially trained 

unit connected to intelligence agency MIT to escalate tensions with Greece, a report in Nordic Monitor said on Sunday. 

The MIT unit, the existence of which has never been publicly confirmed, is a relatively new tool in the arsenal of 

Turkey’s intelligence agency and could be put to use for the first time in setting up a clandestine, military-style 

operation against Greece, reporter Abdullah Bozkurt claims. 

According to the report, the plot includes several options, ranging from sabotage on Greek islands near the Turkish 

mainland to raising a Turkish flag on one or several uninhabited islets and rock formations. Potentially, there may also 

be a false flag operation to justify a Turkish response. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is still considering the alternatives submitted to him by his confidant, Hakan 

Fidan, the head of MIT, and has not yet determined which course of action to take, Bozkurt notes. 

According to information obtained by Nordic Monitor from sources familiar with the plot, it will be up to this special 

unit created within the intelligence agency to carry out the operation in the Aegean Sea with logistical support from the 

Turkish military’s air and naval assets. 
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Erdogan: We may suddenly come in the middle of the night 

President Erdogan has been drumming up anti-Greek rhetoric recently and has warned Athens that “we may suddenly 

come in the middle of the night”—a threat repeated last week. 

Containment  

Ukraine's critical drone warfare campaign 

against Russia - In a workshop in an undisclosed 

location in the southern Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia, a 

group of IT experts and engineers are assembling plastic 

components and soldering electrical wires. 

Bartek Kowalski from Poland, the only overseas member 

of an otherwise all-Ukrainian team, modestly joked that 

the intricate task he is performing can be learned by 

"watching YouTube tutorials." 

 But the work of these volunteers is no laughing matter. 

They take drones that can be purchased on the internet and adapt them into fighting machines for the Ukrainian 

military. A custom-made fitting, designed in their lab, which is fixed onto the underside of a drone can carry a grenade 

that can then be dropped onto Russian positions. 

As well as their work to attach grenades to drones, Tkach and his colleagues are also taking other types of drones and 

attaching explosives to them so they can be flown directly into a target in a kamikaze-style attack. 

His team is also working to fit certain drones with thermal cameras because a lot of the work undertaken by 

reconnaissance and sabotage units along the frontlines in Ukraine is carried out at night. 

Germany to provide air defense systems to Ukraine - A Defense Ministry spokesperson said Germany is 

expected to deliver an air defense system to Ukraine very soon and deliver three more next year, without giving exact 

timelines.  

Renewed calls for air defense systems by Ukraine – President Zelenskyy this morning renewed his appeals to 

the West to provide Ukraine with additional air defenses. Kyiv has been seeking this additional firepower for weeks, 

arguing that Russia is likely to try to knock out Ukraine’s energy and industrial infrastructure over the winter, and it has 

been disappointed by the slow response. 

In earlier tweets today, Zelenskyy said he had spoken with German Chancellor Scholz and his French counterpart 

Macron in the wake of the strikes on the capital and other cities. With Macron, Zelenskyy said: “We discussed the 

strengthening of our air defense, the need for a tough European and international reaction, as well as increased 

pressure on the Russian Federation.”  

Those discussions on air defense batteries are now likely to loom large at the U.S.-led Ukraine Defense Contact Group 

— also known as the Ramstein format — where senior defense officials from across the globe will gather in Brussels 

later this week. 

Ukraine’s Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov said on Monday: “The best response to Russian missile terror is the supply 

of anti-aircraft and anti-missile systems to Ukraine — protect the sky over Ukraine! This will protect our cities and our 

people. This will protect the future of Europe. Evil must be punished.” 
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War in Ukraine fuels demand for British arms maker's howitzer - British arms maker BAE 

Systems PLC  considered restarting production of the M777 howitzer, as the big gun’s performance on 

Ukrainian battlefields revived interest in the weapon. 

 BAE said several countries had expressed an interest in buying M777s after its deadly effect against 

Russian troops in recent months, the Wall Street Journal reported. 

BAE weighed restarting with the U.S. Army, 

which runs the weapon’s program.  

Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, 

and the Anglo-Swedish NLAW portable 

antitank missile, which have proven 

very effective against Russian forces, 

are likely to win new orders, analysts 

say. Meanwhile, the poor performance 

of many Russian arms will likely dent 

their sales on global markets. 

BAE said that if inquiries from prospective M777 buyers, which include countries in Central Europe, turned into actual 

orders, it could lead to up to 500 new howitzers. 

To restart the M777 production line profitably, the company needs at least 150 unit orders. 

France ready to further help Ukraine's military after latest Russia attacks – Macron - French President 

Macron this morning reaffirmed his full support for Ukraine in a call with his counterpart, Volodymyr Zelenskiy, and 

expressed France's commitment to step up help, including military equipment, the Elysee said. 

Russia struck cities across Ukraine during rush hour on Monday morning, killing civilians and destroying infrastructure 

in apparent revenge after President Vladimir Putin declared an explosion on the bridge to Crimea to be a terrorist 

attack. 

Russian mobilization 

Central Asia wrestles with huge influx of Russians fleeing army duty – As Russians escaping a partial military 

mobilization in their homeland drank their morning coffee in a cinema that opened its doors for them in northwestern 

Kazakhstan, Central Asia was waking up to yet more fallout from Moscow’s bloody war in Ukraine. 

Almost a week into the drive for soldiers that Putin announced, sightings of Russians wandering the streets of cities 

throughout the region with backpacks and lost expressions have become commonplace. 

So, too, have lengthening lines at state borders that Russian citizens can still cross without visas, as reports that 

Moscow may soon move to close off the exits -- at least to men of fighting age -- deepen the panic. 

For the moment, traditions of regional hospitality are holding up in Central Asian host countries that are now 

witnessing a second wave of Russian guests since the invasion began on February 24. 

Mobilization cause for Ukrainian worry – Mobilizing 300,000+ Russians into a war they apparently want no part 

of, will nonetheless impact Ukrainian tactics and progress. 

The Kremlin is rushing new enlistees straight into the front line without adequate training or equipping. We know that 

because the very fact they are already arriving at the front, evidences this. 
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That doesn’t matter to the Kremlin however, as once the new draftees are subjected to Ukrainian fire, they will shoot 

back, even in untrained fashion. They will “shoot to survive.” 

Irrespective of their unwillingness to fight, it still presents Ukrainian forces with returning fire. They will also man 

artillery systems and direct missiles towards Ukrainian towns and infrastructure. As humans they will fight. They may 

well surrender quite easily, but until then, Ukraine will have to face them, and the fire and weapons directed at them as 

they advance. 

Secondly, by inserting hundreds of thousands of soldiers – albeit Shanghaied into service – it still presents Ukraine with 

a major challenge. The more bodies in front of you when advancing, the more bodies your forces need to neutralize 

and overtake. That takes time and slows your advance down – precisely what the Kremlin needs right now pre-winter. 

No matter how untrained and ineffective they are, their very presence present obstacles to Ukrainian advances. 

They will surely die by the hundred, but since when has Russia worried about this? 

Never in over a hundred years. 

Russian illegal annexation 

Russia's 'sham' referendums in Ukraine met with silence from central Asia - When Putin spoke at a 

ceremony to annex four partially Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine, he styled himself as the head of an anti-

colonial movement defying Western hegemony. 

But in the countries of Central Asia that Russia once counted as part of its empire, the holding of what Western 

governments have termed "sham" referendums on joining Russia in Ukraine's Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson, and 

Zaporizhzhya regions has been met either with silence or a proclamation supporting Ukrainian territorial integrity. 

For Putin, there is a simple reason for this state of affairs -- fear of the sweeping Western-led sanctions that have 

plunged Russia and its citizens into isolation in the aftermath of Russia's unprovoked invasion. 

But Central Asian caution toward the Kremlin's extraterritorial projects goes back to 2008, when Moscow's allies in the 

region failed to recognize Abkhazia or South Ossetia, two Russian-backed territories that declared independence from 

Georgia. 

Experts meanwhile argue that the full-scale invasion of Ukraine that Russia launched in February has stirred fresh fears 

in the region about what Moscow is capable of as well as growing social and economic consequences -- most recently 

linked to Russia's large-scale military call-ups -- for local societies. 

One neighbor that may feel it is in Moscow's crosshairs is Kazakhstan, the only Central Asian country sharing a border 

with Russia, which has been on the end of a stream of verbal attacks from Russian politicians and commentators over 

its repeated claims to neutrality in the war. 

So far Astana is alone in Central Asia in directly addressing the plebiscites that were staged hastily from September 23-

27 in the four Ukrainian regions amid an ongoing Kyiv counteroffensive that has thrown Russian forces into disarray. 

Speaking on September 26, Kazakh Foreign Ministry spokesman Aibek Smadiyarov said Kazakhstan's position on the 

referendums "proceeds from the principles of territorial integrity of states, their sovereign equivalence, and peaceful 

coexistence." 

Kazakhstan has frequently and vociferously resisted supporting the Ukrainian invasion by Russia, even to the point of a 

public repudiation of Putin’s war, onstage and in front of him. 
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Grain 

Ukrainian grain reaches Spain by rail, but route is harsh and rocky - Spain is testing new opportunities, 

including rail, to secure its food supply chains. In that context, the Spanish Ministry of Transportation organised a pilot 

rail shipment for Ukrainian grain. The first train that travelled all the way from the Ukrainian border to the Can-Tunis 

rail terminal in Barcelona carried 600 tonnes of grain in twenty-five 40-foot containers. Despite its success, it raised 

some major concerns. 

The Spanish train equipped with Renfe Mercancías’ containers arrived in Barcelona on Thursday last week. Before 

reaching Spain, it travelled for 2,400 kilometres from the Chelm terminal on the Polish-Ukrainian border through Lodz 

and Duisburg. The train made it to its final destination; however, this might not prove enough for the service’s full 

assessment. 

That is because the Spanish transport ministry faced the harsh reality of the Ukrainian border and the European railway 

network. The first issues appeared at the Chelm terminal, where, as the Spanish authorities put it, “it is impossible to 

predict congestion situations, that made loading Renfe’s containers hard since they caused significant delays.” 

On top of that, there was the issue of compatible infrastructure and equipment. As explained, the grain cargo did not 

arrive from Ukraine to Poland by rail. In contrast, it was trucked. On top of that, the grain load was not containerised.  

Consequently, grain had to be loaded manually on Renfe’s liner containers (special containers with large bags inside 

suitable for grain transport) from the trucks. This was a very time-consuming process that took place with the support 

of cranes. 

Indicative of the delay is the arrival of the Spanish train in Chelm in the first week of September. The loading 

procedures did not start before 15 September, making it understandable that congestion at the border was almost 

impassable for days. 


