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Conflict Update # 332 

January 21st, 2023 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses¹ – 120,160 (860) soldiers killed, 3,140 (+1) enemy tanks, 6,256 (+15) armored combat vehicles, 2,135 

(+6) artillery systems, 443 (+1) MLRS systems, 220 (+0) air defense systems, 287 (+0) warplanes, 277 (+0) helicopters, 

1,891 (+5) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 749 (+0) cruise missiles, 17 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,918 (+15) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 193 (+3) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

The death bell tolls – In the last seven days, Russia has lost 5,500 soldiers killed and approximately 11,000 injured. 

These are catastrophic losses – but as always, Russia does not care. 

Putin’s changing message – Putin is increasingly using the phrase “War” as opposed to “Special Military Operation.” 

This is to convince Russian Main Street that they – the Russian people - are at war, against the West who seek to 

annihilate them entirely as a nation.  

He is appealing to their inner rationalization process whilst simultaneously and subtlety brainwashing them that he can 

formally mobilize – because Russia is “at war.”  

Full mobilization under the Russian Constitution is only permitted once the country is at war or is attacked. 

Similarly Russia can only use nuclear weapons, offensive or deterrent, if the country is first attacked. It is a second 

strike requirement. This is why Putin has recently being sounding off about following the American “First Strike” option, 

and changing the Russian Constitution to reflect this. 

All of these moves tell me that he is gearing for a full-scale war with all weapons on the table. 

‘Think faster,’ Kyiv tells West on arms aid² - A senior adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 

urged Kyiv’s allies to “think faster” about stepping up their military support, a day after they failed to agree on sending 

battle tanks coveted by Kyiv. 

“You’ll help Ukraine with the necessary weapons anyway and realize that there is no other option to end the war 

except the defeat of Russia,” Mykhailo Podolyak wrote on Twitter. 

“But today’s indecision is killing more of our people. Every day of delay is the death of Ukrainians. Think faster.” 

Ukraine’s need for advanced tanks and artillery for tank-to-tank battles - Russia continues to deploy huge 

numbers of tanks and other armored weaponry, even though losing thousands of units since February 24th last year. 

The challenge for Ukraine is that although knocking them off in large numbers Russia pulls more out of storage, some 

having languished there since the 1960’s! 
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So Ukraine needs to deploy more advanced tank and mobile armored units, such as the Swedish Archer mentioned in 

an article below, and the ongoing reports of western tanks such as the Leopard, Abrahams and Challenger, to not only 

outgun the Russians but also attack more accurately at a higher rate of fire.  

Their other challenge is that they also have aged Soviet-era artillery in their front line forces, units inherited from post-

Soviet armories many years ago. Its T60 tanks sometimes have to “gang up” on a more modern Russian T90 unit, 

oftentimes 3 to 1 in order to knock the latter out.  

This is why the West has woken up to the need for modern tank supplies into Ukraine, as it is becomingly increasingly 

aware of the new Russian tactic of deploying hundreds of tanks in an attempt to drain Ukrainian armored forces and 

position their (Russian) canons closer to defending (Ukrainian) towns and villages – so that Russian commanders can 

fire into them and obliterate civilian populations, forcing a capitulation in Kyiv. 

Of course, Ukraine’s continuing and burgeoning deployment of drones provides for another balance of force, with small 

cheap drones “David” taking out “Goliath” Russian tanks – see article below). 

Russia says it held air defence training in Moscow region³ - The Russian defence ministry has said it held a 

training exercise on repelling air attacks in the Moscow region. 

“In the Moscow region, a training session was held with the personnel of the anti-aircraft missile brigade of the 

Western Military District on repelling air attacks on important military, industrial and administrative facilities,” the 

ministry said in a statement. 

It said an S-300 anti-aircraft missile system was involved in the training as combat was simulated.  

“As they marched, soldiers repelled an attack by a mock enemy sabotage group on a military convoy,” they said. 

Comment – This speaks to awakening Russian Main Street to the threat the Kremlin is posing that they face from the 

“West.” Another arrow in their messaging quiver. 

It also indicates a growing fear of drone attacks against Moscow and St. Petersburg. We reported previously that the 

Kremlin has transferred numbers of S300 and S400 defense platforms to these two cities. This in turn lessened their 

defensive capabilities in areas from where these launchers were withdrawn. 

US General Mark Milley expressed strong doubt⁵ that Ukraine would succeed in driving Russian troops out of its 

territory this year. 

Senior US officials urged Ukraine to hold off⁶ on launching a major offensive against Russian forces until the 

latest supply of weaponry is in place and training has been provided. 

Russian-backed forces in Donetsk⁷ said Russian troops had taken control of Klishchiivka, a small settlement south 

of Bakhmut. 

Comment - Whilst on little significance in strategic advancement, the Wagner Group has been attacking Bakhmut for 

over seven months with little success to show for the astronomical deaths their rank and file have suffered. 

But, they view any success here as a mark in their ongoing propaganda war against Kremlin forces and their 

commanding generals.  

Prigozhin is positioning himself for some or other development down the road. 
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Comment – Ukraine is drawing increasing 

numbers of Russian forces and equipment 

into the battle for Bakhmut, sucking them 

into a tedious and hugely costly engagement 

– whilst preparing an offensive further north 

around Svatove, the vital rail and supply 

junction from Russia into all Ukrainian 

occupied territories. Capturing Svatove will 

force Russia to divert replenishment and 

soldier movement through Crimea and 

Mariupol – both zones where Ukraine has 

been increasing drone attack incidence.  

Head of the Chechen Republic Ramzan 

Kadyrov¹⁴ continues to frame Chechen 

fighters’ involvement in the war in Ukraine on 

distinctly religious grounds, thereby building 

out his reputation and the reputation of his 

power base. 

The Wagner Group¹⁵ appears to be 

struggling to present itself as an effective 

parallel military structure, thus increasingly proving to be a parasitic paramilitary entity. 

US intelligence¹⁶ confirmed the rivalry between the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and Wagner Group on 

which ISW has long reported. 

Prigozhin’s quest for legal recognition of the Wagner Group¹⁷ may also trigger further factionalization within 

the Russian government. 

The Kremlin continues to engage in demonstrative public actions¹⁸ aimed at setting informational conditions 

for a protracted war in Ukraine. 

Russian Telegram sources¹⁹ claimed that Putin dismissed Russian Commander of the Airborne Forces Colonel 

General Mikhail Teplinsky, but these reports remain unconfirmed. 

The Kremlin²⁰ continues to promote information operations threatening escalation over Western military assistance to 

Ukraine in order to weaken Western support. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces²¹ reportedly continued offensive operations near Svatove and Kreminna. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations²² across the Donetsk Oblast front line. Russian sources continued 

to falsely claim that Russian forces are close to encircling Bakhmut. 

Russian forces in Zaporizhia Oblast²³ are still likely preparing for a defensive operation in the long term despite 

recent claims of territorial gains. 

Russian officials and sources²⁴ continue to indicate that mobilization measures are ongoing despite numerous 

claims that mobilization has officially concluded. 
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Russian officials and occupation authorities²⁵ continue deporting Ukrainian children from occupied Ukraine to 

Russia. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast-Western 

Luhansk Oblast)²⁶ - Russian 

and Ukrainian forces reportedly 

continued offensive operations 

near Svatove and the Ukrainian 

General Staff )UGS) reported its 

forces repelled an assault near 

Novoselivkse (15km northwest of 

Svatove). A milblogger claimed 

Ukrainian forces continued 

counteroffensive operations near 

neighboring Kuzemivka (15km 

northwest of Svatove) and that 

Russian forces are in a  dangerous 

position as they have no other 

settlements to fall back to in the 

immediate area. Former LNR 

Minister Vitaly Kiselev published 

footage yesterday of Russian 

forces using thermobaric artillery 

systems against a Ukrainian 

position near Novoselivske. The 

use of a military district-level 

asset indicates that Russian 

forces may be prioritizing the 

frontline north of Svatove. A 

milblogger claimed elements of 

the 6th Tank Regiment of the 

90th Tank Division of the Central 

Military District have been 

operating in the Svatove area 

since late October 2022. 

(Comment – The 6th Tank 

Regiment was utterly destroyed 

in the early weeks of the war 

north of Kyiv. This is a 

reconstituted unit cobbled 

together with other Russian tank 

regiments similarly wiped out by 

Ukrainian forces).  
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Russian and Ukrainian forces also reportedly yesterday continued offensive operations near Kreminna, with a 

milblogger claiming Russian forces tried to advance from near Zhytlivka (2km north of Kreminna) toward Terny, 

Donetsk Oblast (17km west of Kreminna).  

Another milblogger claimed Ukrainian forces continued attempts to reach Kreminna from the south and that fighting is 

intensifying around the settlement whilst UGS reported it repelled an assault near Bilohorivka (12km south of 

Kreminna). The Russian MoD stated unspecified Central Military District elements are operating in the Kreminna area. 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk Oblast²⁷ - Russian forces continued offensive operations around 

Bakhmut and UGS reported it 

repelled assaults near Bakhmut 

itself, within 32km north of 

Bakhmut near 

Verkhnokamiankse, 

Krasnopolivka, Soledar, and 

Krasna Hora; and within 16km 

southwest of Bakhmut near 

Ivanivske and Dyliivka.  

 Geolocated footage published 

January 19 indicates Russian 

forces likely captured the eastern 

part of Sil (15km north of 

Bakhmut). A milblogger claimed 

Wagner Group fighters conducted 

an assault near Blahodatne (12km 

north of Bakhmut) and continued 

attempts to advance in the 

eastern outskirts of Bakhmut.  

German outlet Der Spiegel 

reported German Intelligence 

Service has intelligence indicating 

Ukrainian forces are losing a 

three-digit number of soldiers 

every day in the Bakhmut area, 

where fighting continues to be 

highly attritional for Russian 

forces as well. The Russian MoD 

and DNR Territorial Defense 

claimed their forces captured 

Klishchiivka (7km southwest of 

Bakhmut) on January 20, 

following Wagner Group financier 

Yevgeny Prigozhin’s claim that 

Wagner Group fighters captured 

the settlement on January 19.  
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The Russian MoD referred to Wagner Group fighters once again as "volunteers of assault detachments" likely to 

downplay the Wagner Group’s role in tactical advances while also shielding itself from previous criticism that it does 

not acknowledge the Wagner Group’s involvement in such claimed advances. 

Russian sources continue to falsely assert their forces are close to encircling Bakhmut. DNR Head Denis Pushilin stated 

Wagner Group fighters are close to starting the operational encirclement of Bakhmut following tactical advances in 

Soledar and supposedly in Klishchiiivka.  

Russian forces have still not cut any major Ukrainian ground lines of communications (GLOCs) into Bakhmut from 

Siversk, Slovyansk, and Kostyantynivka and will need to cut the majority of these GLOCs and advance further around 

Bakhmut to even begin an operational encirclement of the city. They are unlikely to achieve an operational 

encirclement in the near term as recent offensives to capture small settlements of little tactical significance have likely 

further degraded Russian manpower and equipment in the area. ISW continues to assess the Russian offensive to 

capture Bakhmut is likely culminating due to their military’s increasingly degraded operational capabilities in the area. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Donetsk City-Avdiivka area and UGS reported it repelled assaults 

within 32km southwest of Avdiivka near Vodyane, Marinka, and Pobieda, whilst a milblogger claimed Russian and 

Ukrainian forces are continuing positional battles within Marinka (27km southwest of Avdiivka). Another milblogger 

claimed Russian forces conducted an assault near Paraskoviivka (36km southwest of Avdiivka). 

Russian forces yesterday conducted a limited ground assault in western Donetsk Oblast and UGS reported its forces 

repelled an assault near Novosilka (65km southwest of Donetsk City) in western Donetsk Oblast. UGS also reported 

Russian forces continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia Oblasts. 

Fighting on Ukraine southern front 'sharply' increases²⁹ - Fighting has “sharply increased” in the southern 

Ukraine region of Zaporizhzhia, where the front has been largely stagnant for months, a senior Moscow-installed 

official in the area said on Friday. 

“In the direction of Zaporizhzhia, the intensity of military activity has sharply increased,” the official, Vladimir Rogov, 

said on the Telegram social media platform. 

Both Mr Rogov and the Russian army said Moscow’s forces had seized the village of Lobkove, some 50km south of the 

Ukrainian-held regional capital also called Zaporizhzhia. 

Russian tank is pelted with bombs by small Ukrainian drone… with the heavily armored vehicle easily 

defeated³⁰ - This is the moment a Russian tank was pelted with bombs by a small Ukrainian drone, in a David versus 

Goliath battle between an old and new machine of war, seen below. 
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Aerial footage shows the drone pummeling the helpless Russian armour with numerous explosives, finally dropping one 

down its open hatch. Smoke begins billowing from the inside of the vehicle, signaling that its race is run, and thus 

joining the growing scrapheap of Vladimir Putin's military vehicles that litter the battlegrounds of Ukraine. 

Arctic 

Could the Arctic spark tensions between Russia, the US, and China?¹¹ ̛ ¹² Is the Arctic a "Noah's ark" for 

Putin's Russia? During the St. Petersburg Economic Forum in June 2022, Igor Sechin, a Russian oligarch with a close 

relationship with Putin and CEO of the oil company Rosneft, spoke about a "Noah's ark" capable of saving the global 

economy. Sechin claims the solution, especially for the Russian economy, crumbling under sanctions, "is in the Arctic." 

But the position of Sechin and his Rosneft oil company is now under growing pressure. The war against Ukraine has 

made Russia an outcast in international affairs and western sanctions increasingly threaten the country’s economy. 

Sechin looked embarrassed and uncomfortable as he read from the manuscript before him. An interactive presentation 

displayed on screens included several anti-western illustrations, among them a depressed-looking American eagle with 

wings down. The front-page of the presentation showed a floating craft drifting in stormy waters under the title “New 

Global Energy Market. Crusade Against Russian Oil. And Where is Noah’s Ark?” 

Sechin compares the crisis with the great Flood described in the Book of Genesis. 

And like in the Bible, there is salvation for the chosen few. According to the powerful energy chief, the Noah’s Ark of 

today is located in the Russian Arctic and is called Vostok Oil. 

This giant oil project under development along the remote shores of great river Yenisey is “the only project in the world 

that can bring a stabilizing effect on the oil market,” he said. He added that the project includes exports through the 

Northern Sea Route, and that there consequently “will be no dependency of foreign companies and logistics chains.” 

Furthermore, Sechin argued, the project is technologically not difficult for Rosneft to develop. “We have all needed 

competences, knowledge and experience, and in these kind of projects 98% of technology is Russian,” he underlined. 

To pinpoint the importance of the project, he had brought with him a bottle of the far northern oil from the project. 

The bottle had the shape of a drilling rig. It might have been the same bottle that he put on the table during a meeting 

with Putin in 2020. 

The Vostok Oil will reportedly produce as much as 115 million tons of oil per year by year 2033. 

In his presentation, Sechin explained how Russian contracting companies now are working round the clock with the 

project, and that more than 4000 people and 2000 pieces of equipment are on site. Among the objects under 

construction is a pipeline to the projected Sever Bay terminal, power lines, worker villages and mooring points on the 

coast of the Yenisey Bay. 

“The project is alive and is developing in accordance with plans, and we have full confidence that it will be completed,” 

Sechin explained. 

“But we have to do it before the Flood,” he underlined, and added that he “will be happy to see all friends joining us in 

building of this new Ark of the world economy.” 

What is Putin’s Noah's Ark? 

It should come as no surprise that Vladimir Putin has plans for his escape in case Russia loses the war in Ukraine. 

Does he have a plan to flee to South America if Ukraine war fails? 
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As the conflict grows into a long-term fight, rumors of Putin’s next steps have swirled. While Russia has attempted to 

bolster troops with partial mobilisation and other schemes, it’s been suggested a plan has been hatched that would 

allow Putin to be evacuated to another country. 

Operation ‘Noah’s Ark’ is reported to be a plan in which the Russian leader would be able to flee to South America. It 

comes amid a series of cancelled appearances and concerns over Putin’s health. 

There is also suspicion that Putin will be unable to explain to the Russian people why the conflict is still ongoing and 

lose his grip on his power over the public. 

Impacts 

Humanitarian aid⁹ - For the first time since Russia’s war in Ukraine began, a United Nations humanitarian convoy 

arrived in the eastern region of Donetsk with aid for civilians. 

A UN spokesperson said that a three-truck humanitarian convoy had brought aid to around 800 people close to Soledar 

in Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region on Friday. 

The supplies of food, water, hygiene and medicines are the first such UN convoy to reach the area which has been 

subject to intense fighting between Ukrainian and Russian forces. 

Jens Laerke from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said the vehicles from Dnipro, were being 

offloaded yesterday morning in areas controlled by the Ukrainian government, without giving an exact location. 

Comment – This is significant as it places western folk in the direct line of Russian fire. We need to watch further 

convoys and drops, as Russia will surely label them as bringing in military replenishments for Ukrainian forces. 

Comments and Reports  

Top US general says Ukraine war has become an 'absolute catastrophe' for Russia, estimating it's 

suffered 'significantly well over' 100,000 casualties²⁸ – Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley 

(pictured below) yesterday said Russia has "really suffered a lot" in Ukraine and urged Putin to end the war. 

"The Russian casualties — last time I reported out on it publicly, I said it was well over 100,000. I would say it's 

significantly well over 100,000 now," he said at a news conference alongside Defense Secretary Austin in Germany, 

providing a slight update on a figure the top US general offered in November. 

Milley said that the "tremendous amount of casualties" suffered by Russia included "regular 

military, and also their mercenaries in the Wagner Group and other type forces that are 

fighting with the Russians." 

"Putin could end this war today," Milley said, "It's turning into an absolute catastrophe for 

Russia."  

"Ukraine has also suffered tremendously," Milley added. "You know that there's a significant 

amount of innocent civilians that have been killed in a result of the Russian 

actions. The Russians are hitting civilian infrastructure. There's a 

significant amount of economic damage, a significant 

amount of damage to the energy infrastructure, and  the 

Ukrainian military has suffered a significant amount of casualties themselves." 
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Wagner Group grapples with 'failures' as rivalry brings Russian rift: ISW¹³ - Yevgeny Prigozhin's Wagner 

Group appears to be failing to stand as a military structure without assistance from Russia's defense, according to the 

latest report from the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). 

The U.S.-based think tank wrote in its assessment on Friday that the private mercenary organization was "increasingly 

proving to be a parasitic paramilitary entity," pointing to instances when the Wagner Group has reportedly 

misidentified deceased soldiers to their loved ones. 

The ISW repeated a report from the Russian opposition news outlet, TV Dozhd, that the wife of a Wagner fighter had 

received a sealed coffin and death certificate for her supposedly deceased husband, only to later discover that he was 

alive and being held in Ukrainian custody. 

"These reports suggest that Wagner lacks basic administrative organs to maintain records of individual servicemen and 

communicate properly with authorities" the ISW wrote, noting that Prigozhin "ironically has gone to great lengths to 

criticize the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) establishment, which he has accused of being inept in precisely these 

ways." 

Russia’s atrocities in Ukraine, rehearsed in Chechnya¹⁰ - Moscow’s invasion has echoes of the tactics it 

employed in conflicts in the North Caucasus, experts and survivors say. 

The way Russian missiles, bombs and artillery appeared to deliberately target residential areas and the accusations and 

evidence that Russian soldiers tortured and killed civilians in occupied territories reminded Maryam, a Chechnyan 

refugee in a western country, of what she and many Chechens went through. 

Human rights groups and analysts have said the brutality and war crimes in Ukraine, a nation of more than 40 million, 

began in Chechnya, a mountainous, Qatar-sized province whose current population is 1.5 million. 

 “In this war, many observers see echoes of previous atrocities under Putin,” Ivar Dale, a 

senior policy adviser with the Norwegian Helsinki Committee, a rights watchdog, told Al Jazeera. 

“Especially for Chechens, the indiscriminate bombing of civilian infrastructure is reminiscent of 

the attacks on the capital Grozny in 1999,” he said. 

Maryam was a teenager when the first Chechen war began in 1994. 

It killed tens of thousands of civilians and ended with Chechnya’s de facto 

independence from Moscow in 1996. In 1999, newly appointed Putin 

launched the 2nd invasion of Chechnya – or, as he called it, an 

“anti-terrorist operation”. 

For many Chechens, these years were a throwback to the dark ages. 

Moscow convinced Muslim scholar Akhmad Kadyrov to switch sides and become Chechnya’s leader. 

After his 2004 killing, it installed his son Ramzan (pictured above), a bullnecked boxing enthusiast as head of the 

Chechen Republic. 

Death from above 

In Chechnya, Moscow also “pioneered” its use of ballistic missiles on civilian areas. On October 21, 1999, they hit an 

outdoor market, a maternity hospital and a mosque in Grozny, killing 118 and wounding more than 400. 
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For many more weeks, Grozny was shelled with artillery, now-internationally banned cluster bombs, and cruise missiles 

that killed thousands and razed the city to the ground. 

Then, small infantry groups moved in, shooting at anyone in sight, according to survivors and media reports. 

Grozny fell on February 6, 2000, boosting Putin’s approval ratings and paving the way for his election as president a 

month later. (Comment – The Russian people rallied behind Putin in this adventure, just as they did when he seized 

Crimea in 2014. They are all jointly and severally liable and responsible and should all be held to account in post-war 

trials and reparations, as there surely will be). 

War crimes continued 

As Russia was establishing control over Chechnya in the early 2000s, federal forces began mass-murdering civilians. 

On February 5, 2000, riot police from St Petersburg, Putin’s hometown, executed 56 civilians in the town of Novye Aldy. 

“They just got in and shot dead whomever they wanted,” the advocate said. Russian forces systematically “cleaned up” 

residential areas to detain, torture or kill disloyal locals and terrorize the survivors. 

Comment – A larger program of indiscriminate attacks against civilian targets was conducted in Aleppo, Syria by 

Russian forces. This is the only way Russia conducts itself in war – kill as many civilians, including those on their side, as 

possible to force a capitulation to Russian control. 

Their plan in Ukraine is to incrementally encroach along the entire war front, shelling and wiping out town after town. 

They just do not care about civilian casualties.  

This time though it is different, after Chechnya, Afghanistan and Syria, the West has had enough, finally awakening to 

the long-term Russian threat to global peace.  

It is past high time therefore to declare Russia a “State Sponsor of Terrorism.” 

Containment 

Ukraine’s new Swedish howitzers can hit the Russians with three shells at a time—and drive away 

before the shells land¹³ - In the 11 months since Russia widened its war on Ukraine, Kyiv’s allies have donated a 

dizzying array of artillery—no fewer than 700 towed and self-propelled howitzers of four main calibers. 

A few are Soviet designs. Most are Western types. Some are new, some are old—and some are 

really old. 

But the Archer self-propelled howitzers that Sweden just pledged ... are special. They might even 

turn out to be the best big guns in Ukraine’s diverse inventory. 

Fast-moving, far-firing and well-armed for self-defense, the wheeled, 30-ton Archer could play an 

important role in Ukraine’s widely-anticipated 

spring counteroffensive, 

assuming the Russians don’t spoil that 

operation with an offensive of their 

own. 

The Swedish government 

pledged the Archers as part of a larger 

arms-package, also including CV90 
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fighting vehicles, that the government in Stockholm announced on Thursday. “Archer is an artillery system that can be 

moved quickly on wheels, fired quickly and has great accuracy,” the government stated. “It has long been on Ukraine's 

wish list.” 

“Our warriors will master the artillery and vehicles quickly,” tweeted Oleksii Reznikov, Ukraine’s minister of defense. 

Archer in essence is a turret-mounted Bofors FH77 155-millimeter howitzer fitted to the bed of a modified, armored 

Volvo heavy-duty dump truck with room for four crew. An Archer system actually includes three wheeled vehicles: the 

gun plus an ammunition-hauler and a support vehicle. In combat, the guns in an Archer battery would push close to the 

front line while the ammo and support trucks stayed farther back. 

Wheeled howitzers like the Archer are in vogue. The French Cesar, Slovakian Zuzana and one-off Ukrainian 2S22 all are 

similar. The Ukrainian army operates all three types, so it’s familiar with their strengths—speed and maintainability—

and weaknesses, such as poor off-road mobility. 

Archer is unique among wheeled howitzers. While it fires the same NATO-standard 155-millimeter shells as the other 

guns, it fires them farther. The range in part is a function of the efficient, pre-packaged powder charges that Bofor 

developed alongside the Archer. 

All artillery requires a charge. A gunner loads the shell into the barrel then also packs in bags of powder. More powder 

means greater range, but too much powder could burst the barrel, wreck the gun and endanger the crew. 

Traditionally, gunners measure out their own charges in advance of an operation. The manual method of filling charge 

bags results in a lot of wasted powder and volleys that don’t travel as far as they might with perfectly-measured 

charges. That’s why many richer armies are moving toward pre-filled, modular charges. The U.S. Army made the switch 

around 2007. 

An Archer gun can squeeze six and a half charges into one shot, helping it to lob a shell out to a distance of 25 miles. 

That’s farther than most other tube artillery systems in the Russia-Ukraine war can fire. The main exceptions are guns 

of greater caliber, including the 203-millimeter 2S7s that are in use on both sides. 

By changing the angle of the gun, tweaking the number of charges and firing fast—three rounds in 15 seconds—an 

Archer can achieve what Ulf Einefors, then Bofors Archer program manager, in 2005 described as “high momentary 

effect in target through MRSI.” 

MRSI is the acronym for “multiple-round simultaneous impact.” That is, a single gun hitting a single target with several 

shells at the same time. Because it can set up in 30 seconds, shoot a shell every five seconds for 15 seconds then 

prepare for movement in another 30 seconds, an Archer crew can send a salvo toward an enemy position as far as 25 

miles away and be on the move before all three rounds explode at the same instant. 

It’s unclear whether any other artillery system can match that combination of speed, range and simultaneous impact. 

As a bonus, the Archer is thickly armored for a howitzer and includes a remotely-operated heavy machine gun for self-

defense. 

The idea is for an Archer battery to shoot and scoot before the enemy can shoot back. But if nearby enemy forces do 

manage to draw a bead on the Archers, the howitzers can deflect small-arms fire and lay down suppressive fire as they 

escape. Einefors highlighted the Archer’s ability to depress its 155-millimeter gun parallel to the ground and shoot 

directly at targets like a tank does—an emergency function that might be useful in an ambush. 

Reports indicate Sweden is sending Ukraine a dozen Archers out of its present 48 units, and has ordered another 24 

from Bofors. With outstanding orders and a hot production line, Sweden probably could boost its pledge to Ukraine 

without significantly impacting its own military capability. So those dozen Archers might be just the start. 
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Ukraine defence minister has ‘frank’ talk with German counterpart⁴ - Ukrainian defence minister Oleskii 

Reznikov has said he had “a frank discussion” with German defence minister Boris Pistorius about the supply of Leopard 

tanks, adding that the talks would continue. 

Reznikov made the remarks on Twitter after he attended a meeting of Western allies in Germany, where Ukraine’s 

partners did not agree to provide the tanks to Kyiv. Germany, which makes the Leopard tanks, would have to approve 

any transfer. 

Comment – Another feint to thwart Russian defense plans? 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg⁸ said countries backing Ukraine need to focus not only on sending new 

weapons to Kyiv but also on providing ammunition for older systems. 

The Kremlin said Western countries supplying tanks to Ukraine would not change the course of the conflict but would 

add to the problems of the Ukrainian people. 

Ukraine May Get 'Huge Add' to Military That Could Level Russia's Advances²⁸ - A government official from 

the Netherlands Thursday said his country is considering supplying F-16 fighter jets to Ukraine if Kyiv made a request. 

Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs Wopke Hoekstra made the statement about the jets during a parliamentary debate, 

according to the Dutch website NL Times. Hoekstra reportedly said the Dutch Cabinet would mull over a request for F-

16s with an "open mind," adding that there would be "no taboos" for the delivery of regular equipment to the Eastern 

European country. 

John Spencer, a retired U.S. Army major and chair of Urban Warfare Studies at the Madison Policy Forum, told 

Newsweek on Friday that the addition of F-16s to Zelensky's forces would have a noticeable impact at a time when 

Russian forces have made recent gains on the battlefield. (Comment – Russian gains have been marginal at best and 

limited to the areas in and around Soledar. As commented elsewhere in today’s Update, Ukraine may be lulling Russian 

commanders into a false sense of tactical comfort while glossing over the strategic landscape).  

"It would give Ukraine what it doesn't have now, which is a much larger air force capability," Spencer said. "It would be 

a huge add to Ukraine." 

Hoekstra's comments about F-16s came on the same day that Dutch Minister of Defense Kajsa Ollongren said the 

Netherlands would be willing to cover the costs for Leopard tanks to be sent to Ukraine as part of a coalition of allies. 

"That is definitely something that we would be willing to do," Ollongren told Bloomberg News about such a plan 

regarding the Leopards. "We are all waiting to hear what the German position is on this, but I'm an advocate to trying 

to find a solution and trying to send tanks to Ukraine." 

Her comments regarding Germany was in reference to a Friday meeting at Ramstein Air Base in Germany. The U.S.-led 

meeting of Ukraine's allies centered on military support for Zelensky, and the topic of German-made Leopard 2 tanks 

was one of the main talking points. 
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