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Conflict Update # 265 

November 17th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 83,110 (400) soldiers killed, 2,878 (+7) enemy tanks, 5,804 (7) armored  combat vehicles, 1,860 (+10) 

artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,531 

(+6) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 474 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,362 (+2) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 160 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Russia launches new Ukraine barrage as grain deal extended - Russian airstrikes targeted Ukraine’s energy 

facilities again Thursday as the first snow of the season fell in Kyiv, a harbinger of the hardship to come if Moscow’s 

missiles continue to take out power and gas plants as winter descends. 

Separately, the United Nations announced the extension of a deal to ensure exports of grain and fertilizers from 

Ukraine that were disrupted by the war. The deal was set to expire soon, renewing fears of a global food crisis if exports 

were blocked from one of the world’s largest grain producers. 

Even as all sides agreed to extend the deal, air raid sirens sounded across Ukraine on Thursday. At least four people 

were killed, and more than two dozen others wounded in the drone and missile strikes, including one that hit a 

residential building, authorities said. 

The Kremlin’s forces have suffered a series of setbacks on the ground, the latest being the loss of the southern city of 

Kherson. In the face of those defeats, Russia has increasingly resorted to aerial onslaughts aimed at energy 

infrastructure and other civilian targets in parts of Ukraine it doesn’t hold. 

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) stated yesterday Russian forces launched over 90 Kh-101 and Kalibr cruise missiles 

and 11 drones over the course of November 15 and targeted critical infrastructure in a number of oblasts. Ukrainian Air 

Force Command reported that Ukrainian air defense and ground forces shot down 75 missiles and 10 Shahed-136 

drones. US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin noted that the US-provided National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile 

System (NASAMS) had a 100% success rate in intercepting Russian missiles. As ISW previously reported, Russian forces 

likely used a substantial portion of their high-precision weapon systems in the November 15 attack. 

Polish missile attack - The Russian information space largely followed the official Kremlin framing of the missile 

strike on Polish territory as a Western provocation – as shown in the map below with red star . The Russian MoD 

stated yesterday that Ukrainian and other foreign officials' statements about Russian missiles in connection with the 

strike on Polish territory constitute a “deliberate provocation with the aim of escalating the situation.” Russian Deputy 

Chairman of the Security Council Medvedev accused the West of moving closer to world war by waging a hybrid attack 

against Russia following the strike on Polish territory. Russian milbloggers widely accused Western and Ukrainian 

officials of trying to falsely blame Russia for the strike in order to justify increased support to Ukraine and further 

escalation in Eastern Europe.  

http://www.accgroupco.com/
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Some Russian sources also asserted that Ukrainian and Western officials were  trying to use the incident to either 

pressure Russia to end its coordinated missile campaign against Ukrainian critical infrastructure or to justify sending 

“better” air defenses to Ukraine.  

The Russian milbloggers’ support of the Kremlin framing of the strike as a Western provocation is to be expected of a 

Russian information space that widely views the conflict in Ukraine as a Western operation aimed at degrading Russia 

as a regional and global power. 

Soviet-era anti-aircraft gun that misfired on Poland - The misfired projectile that fell in Przewodow, Poland, 

probably came from the S-300 defense system. 

The S-300 anti-aircraft system, developed in the Soviet Union, was first put into service by Moscow in the late 1970s. It 

was used almost everywhere in Eastern Europe until the fall of the Iron Curtain and the end of the Cold War in 1991.  

According to calculations by the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), Ukraine alone is said to have had 

over 250 S-300 systems shortly before Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24. 

However, the calculation doesn't yet include the S-300 from NATO stocks that were delivered as part of the military aid 

to Ukraine. In spring this year, the US had asked allies of Ukraine that are part of the so-called Ukraine contact group to 
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hand over more S-300s from Eastern European NATO holdings to Kyiv. In April, Slovakia — a NATO member since 2004 

— delivered a system of four mobile missile launchers and the corresponding radar. In return, Germany transferred 

Patriot anti-aircraft systems to Slovakia. This was one of the first so-called "ring exchanges" through which western 

partners made old Soviet equipment available to Ukraine. 

Missile fired into Poland from Ukraine 

According to the Polish government, the missile that killed two people on a farm in Przewodow, Poland, on Tuesday 

was a "very old Russian-made missile." The missile was "most likely" fired by Ukraine, said Polish President Andrzej 

Duda. The ranges of the various land-based S-300 systems range from 75 to 195 kilometers (47 to 121 miles). 

Comment – Ukraine has systems in place that track each and very missile that crosses or is directed at their country. 

These systems have been inspected by western allies and Ukraine reports on each instance of a missile trajectory being 

registered. Ukraine has requested that it be allowed to investigate the site of the Polish explosion and more than likely 

will be able to trace the origin of the projectile. 

Russian sources claimed that 

Ukrainian forces continued 

counteroffensive operations in the 

directions of Svatove and Kreminna. 

Russian forces continued ground 

attacks near Bakhmut and Avdiivka, and in 

western Donetsk Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued targeting 

Russian forces and logistics nodes in 

southern Ukraine. 

Multiple reports indicate that the 

morale and psychological state of 

Russian forces in the Luhansk and Donetsk 

oblasts are exceedingly low. 

Russian officials continued their 

efforts to replace proxy officials in occupied 

territories with Russian officials, forcibly 

relocate residents, and integrate occupied 

areas with Russia. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-

Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian sources 

claimed Ukrainian forces continued 

counteroffensive operations in the 

directions of Svatove and Kreminna. The 

Russian MoD claimed Russian airstrikes 

prevented Ukrainian forces from conducting 

assaults within 20km northwest of Svatove 

near Berestove and Kolisnyvka in Kharkiv Oblast and Novoselivske, Luhansk Oblast.  
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Russian milbloggers claimed Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations 14km northwest of Svatove near 

Kuzemivka, with one milblogger claiming that Ukrainian forces attempted to cut off a section of the road and railway in 

the area. A milblogger claimed Ukrainian forces are conducting reconnaissance-in-force operations along the Pischane-

Stelmakhivka line northwest of Svatove.  

The Russian MoD also claimed their artillery units repelled Ukrainian assaults towards Russian positions near 

Kolomyichykha, Luhansk Oblast (10km west of Svatove). Milbloggers also claimed Ukrainian forces are continuing 

attempts to cut off a part of the Svatove-Kreminna highway and that Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups 

are operating within 6km northwest of Kreminna near Chervonopopivka.  

A milblogger also claimed that fighting is ongoing within 12km south of Kreminna in Bilohorivka. A BARS-13 (Russian 

Combat Reserve) source cited a LNR People’s Militia officer who claimed Ukrainian forces launched an offensive along 

the entire line from Popasna, Luhansk Oblast to Kharkiv Oblast and are accumulating tank groups near the line of 

contact. Another milblogger claimed Ukrainian forces are accumulating along the Orlianka-Zatishne-Svatove line 

northwest of Svatove in preparation for a future large offensive, although ISW offers no assessment about claims 

regarding future Ukrainian operations. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian military concentrations and logistics in Luhansk Oblast. Russian sources 

claimed Ukrainian forces struck Mirne, Perevalsk, and Zimohiria with HIMARS rockets. Geolocated footage shows 

Ukrainian forces purportedly striking Russian positions in Bilourakyne north of Starobilsk. UGS reported that a 

Ukrainian strike on Russian concentrations near 

Denezhnykove (between Starobilsk and Luhansk 

City) killed and wounded at least 50 Russian 

military personnel. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued 

ground assaults near Bakhmut and Avdiivka on 

and UGS reported its forces repelled enemy 

attacks northeast of Bakhmut near Bilohorivka 

and Vesele, and south of Bakhmut near 

Kurdiumivka.  

A Russian source posted footage of Wagner 

Group forces attacking fortified Ukrainian 

positions on the southeastern outskirts of 

Bakhmut. LNR People’s Militia posted footage of 

LNR aviation striking Ukrainian positions 

northeast of Bakhmut near Soledar and 

northeast of Soledar near Spirne. 

UGS reported half of the Donetsk People’s 

Republic 1st Horlivka Battalion were dead or 

wounded following the battle for Mayorsk 

(south of Bakhmut) and suffered low morale, 

prompting DNR leadership to disband the unit.  

Russian sources notably claimed that their 

troops took control of Mayorsk on November 

13, and a UGS statement suggests that the cost 
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of doing so was steep, which is consistent with ISW’s assessment that Russian forces will continue costly operations for 

small and operationally insignificant settlements.  

UGS also reported its forces repelled Russian assaults near Avdiivka, north of Avdiivka near Novokalynove, west of 

Avdiivka near Pervomaiske, and south of Avdiivka near Vodyane. Russian sources claimed that Russian forces made 

marginal gains toward Nevelske, Vodyane, and Pervomaiske. The Russian MoD claimed its forces repelled Ukrainian 

counterattacks near Kurdyumivka, near Avdiivka, west of Avdiivka near Hryhorivka, and in western Donetsk Oblast near 

Staromykhailivka. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground assaults in western Donetsk Oblast on November 16. UGS reported its forces 

repelled a Russian ground assault near Vremivka and Novomykhailivka in western Donetsk Oblast. The Russian MoD 

also claimed their artillery repelled a Ukrainian ground assault toward Stepne (21km east of Vuhledar).  

A Russian source claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted a HIMARS strike against Volnovakha at the intersection of 

the N20 and T0509, 18km behind the front line and southeast of Vuhledar. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces continued to fortify and regroup on the left bank of Dnipro River. Ukraine’s 

Operational Command South reported Russian forces continued to equip fortifications and defensive positions and 

conducted defensive operations along the left bank of the Dnipro River. Ukrainian and Russian sources reported that 

Russian forces shelled Dudchany, Kachkarivka, and Prydniprovskyi, Kherson Oblast, and Illinka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast—

all on the right bank of the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian forces continued targeting Russian forces and logistics nodes in the rear areas of Zaporizhia Oblast and 

Kherson Oblast. UGS reported its forces struck enemy positions near Skadovsk (at the R57 and T2213 highway 

intersection), Novomykolaivka (on the R57 highway), and Nova Mayachka (near the T2210 highway) on November 15. 

Ukraine’s Operational Command South stated its forces conducted over 50 artillery strikes against Russian positions on 

the left bank of the Dnipro River on November 15, destroying two Russian ammunition depots in Nova Kakhovka and 

Oleshky, injuring 17 personnel, and damaging 15 armored vehicles.  

The Russian MoD claimed yesterday its forces intercepted HIMARS rounds near Kalanchak (near E97 the highway) and 

Novomykolaivka, and that residents reported explosions in Kalanchak and Chaplynka (on the T2202 highway).  

UGS reported that Ukrainian strikes rendered a rail bridge unusable in Chernihivka, Zaporizhia Oblast. Odesa Military 

Administration Spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk stated that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian military warehouse in 

Tokmak, and an image posted on November 16 shows a fire supposedly in Tokmak overnight. 

Russian forces continued routine fire west of Hulyaipole and in Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts. The Ukrainian 

Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration reported that Russian forces struck Zaporizhia City with three S-300 air 

defense missiles.  

Ukrainian officials stated that Russian forces shelled Nikopol, Marhanets, and Chervonohryhorivka in Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast. Russian sources claimed that Russian drones flew over Kryvyi Rih overnight but that there were no reports of 

strikes or damage.  

Russian sources expressed continued concern about a possible Ukrainian counteroffensive in the Hulyaipole-Orikhiv 

area. Zaporizhia Oblast occupation official Vladimir Rogov claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian attempt to 

break through Russian lines towards Vasylivka, Zaporizhia Oblast, but ISW has not observed indications of a major 

battle in this area and is unable to confirm the veracity of Rogov’s claim. 

Geolocated imagery posted on November 15-16 shows that Russian forces are building secondary defensive lines along 

a canal near Armyansk, Crimea. As ISW has previously reported, construction of defensive fortifications on secondary 
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lines of defense is standard military procedure and is not an indicator that Russian forces expect to defend Crimea from 

a Ukrainian offensive in the near future. 

Have Ukrainians struck another Russian airbase in Crimea? - Explosions are reported in Russian-occupied 

Crimea on Thursday morning, with speculation that the Ukrainian military has struck another of Moscow’s airbases. 

The blasts were heard less than a week after Ukrainian forces liberated Kherson city in southern Ukraine. They 

established “fire control” over the Russian military’s supply routes from the Kherson region to Crimea, occupied by 

Russia since 2014. 

The blasts were heard in the town of Dzhankoy in northern Crimea, as air defense systems were activated. 

Ukrainian reach in Crimea – Ukraine can now reach into Crimea with existing weaponry as per the map below, with 

the blue encirclement reflecting Ukrainian artillery and missile range capabilities. 

This is now possible with Ukraine re-taking Kherson west of the River Dnipro, extending their effective artillery range 

commensurately, further lengthened once they receive enhanced projectile and missile capabilities. 
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As they consolidate in Kherson, Ukrainian forces will start artillery assaults on targets such as Sevastopol (240 kms,❶), 

Kerch Bridge (330 kms.❷) and Dzhankoy air base (171 kms.❸), among other critical road and bridge links. 

This is possible via 2S5 Giatsint-S, M270-M30/31 and M142 and HIMARS armed with PrSM weapons systems, among 

others. 

Kerch Bridge is the sole rail supply line across which Russia conveys all heavy equipment. With recent damage to the 

bridge they have been forced to truck supplies and equipment into Kherson and Crimea via Donetsk, Luhansk and 

Zaporizhzhia Oblasts (yellow highway), at far reduced efficiencies, vastly increased cost and enormous amounts of 

transit time. 

Two bridges linking Kherson to Crimea (black crosses) have been under Ukrainian attack, leaving Russian supply lines 

into Crimea critically at risk. 

Should Ukraine cross Russian-occupied territory at the narrowest point – from southern Donetsk to Mariupol – then, as 

mentioned in previous Updates, Russian forces will be bisected, placing an estimated 150,000 Russian soldiers at risk of 

being starved to capitulation and without fuel for mechanized equipment. 

This is why Russia is scrambling to inject multiple BTGs into the battles around Bakhmut and Avdiivka – in and around 

and south of the Donetsk circle on the map - and where they are suffering their highest losses. 

This may also explain why they withdrew from Kherson – to reinforce this area. 

If successful, and Ukraine breaches the gap, it is literally the very end of the Russian invasion.  

Ukrainian sniper 'hits two Russians with one shot from 4,000ft while taking out five of Putin's troops in 

five minutes' - Ukrainian special forces have released extraordinary footage that claims to show an elite sniper hitting 

two Russian troops with just a single shot. 
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Including the astonishing shot from distance, the sniper was able to take out five of Putin's troops within just five 

minutes. The Special Operations Forces of Ukraine claimed three Russians were killed and two were wounded in the 

engagement. 

The shots are thought to have been taken at a distance of nearly 4,000ft - another long-distance strike just days after a 

Ukrainian marksman claimed to have executed the second-longest combat kill in history. 

The extraordinary footage of the shot claims to look down the sniper's scope as Russian troops, looking like distant 

blobs, enter into the sniper's firing line. 

Ukraine's military has become known for its use of snipers during the war. They also possess several sharpshooters 

within their ranks that use one of the most powerful sniper firearms, the Snipex Alligator. 

This is a larger weapon with a heavier bullet than its more-famous US equivalent, the Barrett .50 caliber rifle. The 

Snipex Alligator has an effective range of 6,600ft but a maximum of 23,000ft. 

The Ukrainian military published what it claimed was footage of the shot looking down the sniper's scope. 

The video of the scope shows a man moving among trees before the shooter centres their crosshairs on his chest. 

The rifle is then fired, before the figure drops to the ground around three seconds later. 

A second figure then comes running over to the first in an apparent attempt to help his wounded comrade, before the 

sniper fires a second time. Both figures then slump to the floor. 

Some internet users disputed the footage, suggesting that most thermal scopes would not have been able to spot the 

Russian soldiers at that distance. 

Others suggested the time was too short between the rifle firing and the Russian troops falling to the ground for the 

bullet to travel. 

When the Canadian sniper made his record-breaking kill in 2017, the military said it took around 10 seconds for the 

bullet to hit its target. 

Putin 

Wagner financer Yevgeny Prigozhin is continuing to establish himself as a central figure in the pro-war 

ultranationalist community, likely in pursuit of ambitious political goals. Russian opposition media outlet 

Meduza reported yesterday that two sources close to the Kremlin stated Prigozhin is thinking about creating a 

“conservative movement” that may become a political party. Meduza’s sources reported that he has established an 

information campaign of constant anti-elite rhetoric modeled after jailed opposition figure Alexei Navalny’s social 

media campaign against Russian corruption, but to a very different effect.  

Meduza’s sources reported that Prigozhin intends to simultaneously use the anti-elite social media campaign to cast 

himself as a populist figure while currying favor with Putin by intimidating elites that may be viewed as insufficiently 

loyal to the Russian president.  

ISW has previously reported that Prigozhin is attempting to appeal to a constituency in Russia that is both interested in 

Russia’s claimed national superiority and Soviet brutalist strength and opposed to Russian elite corruption. He has 

previously denied that he is attempting to cast himself as a politician or that he intends to create a political party or 

movement. ISW has also previously reported that Prigozhin is also pursuing the creation of parallel military structures 

to advance his influence in the ultranationalist pro-war community.  
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Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) representative Andriy Chernyak reported Prigozhin initially 

began constructing parallel military structures to suppress potential uprisings in Russia but capitalized upon the 

Kremlin’s need for more capable forces in Russia's offensive campaign in Ukraine.  

ISW has previously assessed that Prigozhin’s personal army serves his own personal political goals first and the Russian 

war effort in Ukraine second. Prigozhin will likely continue efforts to establish parallel military structures and form an 

anti-elite campaign to cement himself as the central figure of an ultranationalist pro-war political movement in Russia. - 

PMCs and armed gangs are already starting  

Putin's Black Sea crisis deepens as he only has seven ships left - Putin's Black Sea crisis has deepened as he 

has just seven ships left in his prized fleet, Ukraine has said. 

Ukraine's Operational Command South, a formation of the Ukrainian Ground Forces that operates in the southern part 

of the country, said in a Facebook post on Thursday that "stormy weather" has reduced Putin's Black Sea fleet to just 

seven vessels. 

"While the stormy weather is intensifying in the Black Sea, the enemy flotilla was reduced to seven vessels, including 

one submarine missile carrier," Operational Command South said in its daily assessment of the war. "Four Kalibr cruise 

missiles are on standby. But it is quite likely that more vessels will be deployed to striking positions." 

Comment – Now that Ukraine has re-taken Kherson west of the River Dnipro, their artillery is now reportedly in reach 

of Sevastopol – the Russian Black Sea fleet base. 

Containment 

Polish missile scare has given Nato fresh resolve to continue its support for Kyiv - For the first time since 

Russia invaded Ukraine in February, the war has come close to spilling across the border in a Nato country. On the 

evening of Tuesday November 15, a Russian-made missile landed in a village in Poland, killing two farmers. This was the 

nightmare scenario that Nato members had been fearing for some time. 

After some confusion about who had launched the missile, it is now generally thought to have been fired by Ukrainian 

defence forces trying to target an incoming Russian missile. NATO’s secretary general, Jens Stoltenberg, said this did 

not absolve Russia of the blame for the incident. 

“ Let me be clear: This is not Ukraine’s fault,” Stoltenberg told journalists. “Russia bears ultimate responsibility as it 

continues its illegal war against Ukraine.” 

It was suggested that Poland might invoke article 4 of the Nato Treaty which calls for urgent consultations in situations 

when a Nato country is threatened. So far it has not done so. 

US is running low on some weapons and ammunition to transfer to Ukraine - As the first full winter of 

Russia’s war with Ukraine sets in, the US is running low on some high-end weapons systems and ammunition available 

to transfer to Kyiv, three US officials with direct knowledge tell CNN. 

The strain on weapons stockpiles – and the ability of the US industrial base to keep up with demand – is one of the key 

challenges facing the Biden administration as the US continues to send billions of dollars of weapons to Ukraine to 

support its fight against Russia. One of the officials said the stockpiles of certain systems are “dwindling” after nearly 

nine months of sending supplies to Kyiv during the high-intensity war, as there’s “finite amount” of excess stocks which 

the US has available to send. 
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Among the weapons systems where there’s particular concern about US stockpiles meeting Ukrainian demands are 

155mm artillery ammunition and Stinger anti-aircraft shoulder-fired missiles, the sources said. 

The U.S. Army says it just spent $14 million to replenish High Mobility Artillery Rocket System rounds, which 

have been sent to Ukraine for the past several months and have helped prepare the battlefield for a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive that's been retaking occupied territory since September. HIMARS-maker Lockheed Martin won the 

contract on Oct. 6, Army officials announced Thursday. 

Under U.S. pressure, Israel funded ‘strategic materials’ for Ukraine - European diplomats say the Biden 

administration demanded Israel expand its aid to Kyiv. The sources say Israel is also covertly aiding Ukraine with 

intelligence 

Temporary shelters, generators sent to Ukraine ahead of winter but 'much more needed' - The European 

Union has now provided more than €1 billion in humanitarian aid to Ukraine with efforts now focused on preparing for 

winter, the EU's Commissioner for Crisis Management said on Thursday. 

Speaking from the EU Emergency Response Coordination Centre in Brussels, Janez Lenarčič said that in the nine months 

since Russia launched the war, the bloc has "provided Ukraine with humanitarian and civil protection assistance in a 

combined value of around €1 billion." 

"We have prioritized winterization already months ago," Lenarčič added, with hundreds of shelter units already 

deployed across the county. 

The country's energy needs are also being prioritized, especially as Russia has stepped up strikes against civilian 

infrastructure. 

According to the United Nations, Russian missile attacks against Ukrainian critical infrastructure have left millions of 

people without electricity, water or heating in at least 16 of the country’s 24 regions, and in the capital Kyiv. 

In recently-liberated Kherson, people have not had water and electricity for over two weeks, while markets are running 

low on food, most shops are empty, and pharmacies and health facilities have no medicines, the UN said this week.  

The EU has provided 500 generators through its Civil Protection Mechanism with another 300 funded through 

humanitarian aid. Repair kits to mend damage on electricity grids were also provided. 

In Ukraine, Israel tries to placate Biden without angering Putin - Almost immediately after Russia invaded 

Ukraine, Israel’s fence-sitting strategy has been a source of tension with the US.  

This policy, said to be taken to avoid angering Putin while he wields influence over Israel’s northern border defense, 

was chosen by former Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Defense Minister Benny Gantz. Then-FM Yair Lapid played 

the “good cop” by speaking more sympathetically about Ukraine and even daring to criticize Russia’s actions. 

However, when Lapid became prime minister in July, Israel’s policy remained the same, continuing to refuse to supply 

any significant military assistance – specifically, anti-missile systems – to the embattled Ukrainians. He resisted private 

and public entreaties coming from Ukrainian leaders, including its Jewish president Zelenskyy, and the news that Russia 

was using Iranian weaponry and cooperating closely with Israel’s fiercest enemy did not seem to make a difference. 

But now, as the Iran-Russia alliance grows stronger, comes the revelation that Israel’s stance may be shifting under 

increased pressure from the Biden administration. 

Yossi Melman reports exclusively that Israel has now agreed to finance unspecified “strategic materials” worth millions 

of dollars to the Ukrainian war effort, after the U.S. pushed Lapid’s government to ally more closely with NATO and the 
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West. A delicate diplomatic dance is clearly happening behind the scenes, as Israel does its best to shape a policy that 

will placate Biden without angering Putin. 

Impacts 

Hague court confirms Russian proxy-soldiers are responsible 

for 2014 MH17 Malaysian Airlines crash –  

Eight years after all 298 on board died, two Russians and one 

Ukrainian are sentenced to life in prison for murder. 

On 17 July 2014, a Malaysian Boeing en route from Amsterdam to 

Kuala-Lumpur was shot down by a Buk missile in the sky over Ukraine 

– pictured with yellow star in map alongside. All 298 people (15 

crewmembers and 283 passengers) on board were killed. Eighty of 

them were minors.  

A court in the Hague has confirmed that Russia-affiliated combatants 

are responsible for the 2014 MH17 Malaysian Airlines jet crash which 

took the lives of 298 people travelling from Amsterdam to Kuala 

Lumpur, Novaya-Europe’s newsperson reports from the courthouse in the Netherlands. The accused in the case were 

Igor Girkin, Sergey Dubinsky, Oleg Pulatov (all three Russian nationals) and Leonid Kharchenko, a Ukrainian national. 

The court has ruled that Russia had complete control over the territory of the so-called ‘Donetsk People’s Republic’ at 

that moment and that at least one of the accused, Igor Girkin, was in touch with the Kremlin, including Vladislav Surkov, 

the former assistant to Vladimir Putin. There is also evidence that the so-called ‘DPR’ was sponsored by Russia. 

Combatant immunity is not applicable to the accused since both Russia and the ‘DPR’ deny any mutual ties, court says. 

All except Oleg Pulatov were found guilty. The latter was represented in court by his defendants. The court notes that 

the man did not use his opportunity to provide testimony and only used video addresses to communicate with the 

court. He, however, was eventually found not guilty. 

Grain blockade - Russia’s Foreign Ministry has now confirmed its acceptance of the 120-day extension of July’s deal 

lifting the Russian blockade of Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. 

The Kremlin had initially cast doubt over the extension, announced by Ukraine and the UN earlier on Thursday, with the 

line that the agreement must lift sanctions on Russian exports of agricultural products and fertilizer. 

The Foreign Ministry, in its acceptance of the extension, said Russia presumes its concerns will be fully taken into 

account. 

Humanitarian 

Adoption of Ukrainian children - Russian sources and proxy officials are flagrantly touting the forced adoption of 

Ukrainian children into Russian families. Prominent Russian milbloggers began circulating a multi-part documentary 

series featuring several Ukrainian children from Donbas after being adopted into Russian families.  

The documentary series claims that Russian officials have evacuated over 150,000 children from Donbas in 2022 alone. 

It is unclear exactly how Russian sources are calculating this figure, and Ukrainian officials previously estimated this 

number to be 6,000 to 8,000. Head of the Chechen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov additionally stated he is working with 
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Russian Federation Commissioner for Children’s Rights Maria Lvova-Belova to bring “difficult teenagers” from various 

Russian regions and occupied Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts to Chechnya to engage in “preventative work” and 

“military-patriotic education.” Lvova-Belova has continually advocated for deportations and adoptions of Ukrainian 

children and herself adopted a child from Mariupol. Forced adoption programs and the deportation of children under 

the guise of vacation and rehabilitation schemes likely form the backbone of a massive Russian depopulation campaign 

that may amount to a violation of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and 

constitute a wider ethnic cleansing effort, as ISW has previously reported. 

Torture chambers found - Ukrainian investigators in the liberated Kherson region in southern Ukraine have 

uncovered 63 bodies bearing signs of torture. 

Ukraine Interior Minister Denys Monastyrsky said, “The search has only just started, so many more dungeons and burial 

places will be uncovered.” 

Residents of Kherson have spoken of abuses by the occupying Russian soldiers, and journalists have seen a “torture 

room” where men were detailed, abused, and sometimes killed. 

On Wednesday we visited a “torture room“ in Kherson city where dozens of men were detained, electrocuted, beaten 

and some of them killed. 

Peace Talks 

Zelenskiy says no peace until Ukraine gets Crimea, Donbas back - Ukrainian President Zelenskiy said taking 

back Crimea, which was annexed by Russia in 2014, as well as the country’s long-occupied eastern Donbas region are 

conditions for bringing the nine-month war to an end. 

“A simple ceasefire won’t do the trick,” Zelenskiy said in a video interview at the Bloomberg New Economy Forum in 

Singapore. “Unless we liberate our whole territory, we will not bring peace.” 

Seizing back all of Ukraine’s internationally recognized territory would entail ambitions that stretch beyond Russian 

military gains since its invasion launched in February. After Russia took over Crimea eight years ago, the Kremlin 

supported separatist forces in Donbas in a conflict that simmered despite a Franco-German-led peace initiative, 

effectively occupying much of the regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. 

Ukraine’s counteroffensive since the summer has pushed back Russian forces in the northeastern Kharkiv region and, 

most recently, in the southern Kherson region after Moscow ordered a retreat across the Dnipro River. 

Despite the Ukrainian military’s recapture of more than half of the territory it had lost to Russia since February, Russia 

still occupies large swathes of the south and east of the country, in addition to the Black Sea peninsula. 

Sanctions  

Northern Cyprus: Russia opens up direct flights as Putin builds Turkish alliance - Russia has announced 

plans to begin direct flights to Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus, a state recognised only by Turkey. 

This will make Russia the only nation outside of Turkey to fly directly to the territory since it declared independence 

from the Republic of Cyprus in 1983. 

Opening up flights to the self-styled Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus could well be part of a policy to counter US 

influence on the island and to enhance Russia’s cooperation with Turkey as part of its alliance building around the 
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Ukraine war. Aeroflot, the Russian flag carrier, recently resumed direct flights to Tehran, widely seen as part of moves 

to build a closer relationship with Iran. 

Some analysts have suggested that Russia’s decision to begin flights to the territory in northern Cyprus may also be in 

response to Greece and the Republic of Cyprus’s sanctions against Russia. 

Turkey adds teeth to Russia sanctions with tanker-insurance rule - Turkey warned the world’s oil shippers 

they will need to prove they’re insured to cross the country’s vital straits, a move that could restrict flows of Russian oil 

as new European sanctions kick in. 

The new rule starts Dec. 1, a few days before the European Union and UK impose additional curbs on Russian trade that 

will make it much harder for tankers carrying the nation’s oil to get insurance.  

Because the insurance covers everything from oil spills to collisions, Turkey is in effect seeking to protect its waters, but 

it could also affect the flow of millions of barrels of Russian crude exports. 

Ships hauling oil through the waterway and the nearby Dardanelles strait will be required to provide a letter from their 

insurer saying that cover will be provided for that specific vessel voyage and cargo, the Turkish MoT said in a circular. 

The EU and UK commence aggressive sanctions on Russian oil shipments on Dec. 5 that will dramatically affect the 

availability of industry standard insurance.  

Russia shipped almost 650,000 barrels a day of its own oil through the straight from its Black Sea port of Novorossiysk 

over the past six months, loading programs compiled by Bloomberg show. A nearby Russian port exported almost 1.3 

million barrels a day of cargo from Kazakhstan. 

A director from the Turkish institution governing maritime traffic confirmed the letter and said the motive behind it was 

to comply with EU sanctions even though Turkey is not part of them.  

The director said the move could well impact Russian tankers if they struggle to obtain the necessary protection and 

indemnity insurance, which covers owners against liabilities such as oil spills. The measure should boost maritime 

safety along the Turkish straits, he said. 

Under the EU and UK sanctions, vessels will still be able to get industry standard cover, provided the cargoes being 

transported are purchased below a yet-to-be-determined price cap. 

If ships sail through the straits uninsured, there could be significant damage to the waterway and vessel traffic could 

come to a standstill if an uninsured ship has an accident, the circular said. As a result, a letter guaranteeing insurance 

cover is considered a solution to this problem, it added.  

The International Group of P&I Clubs is based in London and organizes the cover of 95% of the global tanker fleet. It’s 

also reliant on Europe for reinsurance. 


