
 

1 
 

Conflict Update # 115 

July 9th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to launch unsuccessful 

assaults northwest of Slovyansk and conducted 

offensive operations east of Siversk from the 

Lysychansk area. 

Russian forces continued localized attacks 
northwest of Kharkiv City, likely in an effort to defend 

Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in the 

area. 

Russian forces continue to face personnel and 

equipment shortages, relying on old armored 

personnel carriers and launching new recruitment 

campaigns. 

Russian forces continued to set conditions for 

the annexation of Donbas, Kharkiv Oblast, and 

southern Ukraine. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces today 

continued unsuccessful offensive operations 

northwest of Slovyansk. The Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 

assaults in the directions of Dovhenke-Krasnopillya-

Pasika-Dolyna, all situated in the vicinity of the E40 

Izyum-Slovyansk highway.  

Russian forces are likely setting conditions to resume offensive operations toward Slovyansk by launching airstrikes on 

Bohorodychne and shelling Dibrovne, Adamivka, and Slovyansk. Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov 

stated that Russian forces shelled fields in the Izyum area, and NASA’s Fire Information for Resource Management System 

(FIRMS) remotely sensed data showed fires on fields northwest of Slovyansk.  

Russian forces reportedly remotely mined a section of a highway in Velyka Komyshuvakha and shelled Karnaukhivka, 

likely in an effort to suppress Ukrainian counterattacks southwest of Izyum. 

Russian forces continued to attack settlements west of Lysychansk in an effort to advance toward Siversk on July 9. UGS  

reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to advance to Verknokamyanske, approximately 8 km east of 

Siversk. They also added that Russian forces launched an assault on Hryhorivka (approximately 11 km northeast of 

Siversk), where fighting is ongoing. Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Deputy Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselev claimed that 
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Russian forces captured Hryhorivka on July 9, but ISW 

cannot independently confirm this claim. Russian forces 

reportedly conducted an airstrike on Spirne, 

approximately 14 km southeast of Siversk. 

Russian forces continued launching ground assaults south 

of Bakhmut but did not make confirmed territorial gains. 

UGS noted that Ukrainian forces stopped a Russian assault 

on the Vuhlehirska Power Plant.  

Russian forces continued shelling Zaitseve, Berestove, and 

Klynove—southeast and northeast of Bakhmut. Kyrylenko 

also reported that Russian forces shelled a railway station 

in Chasiv Yar (approximately 13 km west of Bakhmut) and 

launched missile strikes at Druzhkivka along the Ukrainian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) west of Bakhmut. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian ammunition 

depots in Irmino and Kadiivka, approximately 50 km west of 

Luhansk City, reportedly with US-provided high mobility 

artillery rocket systems (HIMARS). 

Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to improve their 

tactical positions around Avdiivka and launched a failed 

assault on Marinka on July 9. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

made no confirmed territorial gains near Kharkiv City on July 

9 but continued attempting likely spoiling attacks to disrupt 

Ukrainian counterattacks.  

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian 

assault in the direction of Kochubeivka and Dementiivka, 

which ISW assessed is intended disrupt ongoing Ukrainian 

counterattacks from Prudyanka north toward Russian 

positions in Tsupivka.  
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The Derhachi Regional Administration reported that fighting is ongoing in Kozacha Lopan, Tsupivka, Dementiivka, and 

Velyki Prokhody, all situated around the Ukrainian salient approaching the Russian GLOC on the E105 highway. Russian 

forces are likely trying to prevent Ukrainian forces from disrupting Russian use of the E105 GLOC and advancing closer to 

the Kharkiv Oblast-Russia border. Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that Russian forces 

prioritized shelling agricultural fields, poultry complexes, landfills, and other open areas in Kharkiv Oblast during the day 

on July 9, presumably to damage Ukrainian agricultural activity. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces today conducted unsuccessful 

reconnaissance-in-force attempts in northwest 

Kherson Oblast on the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast border. The Ukrainian Southern 

Operational Command reported that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian reconnaissance efforts in 

Knyzivka and Olhyne.  

UGS stated that Russian forces are focusing on 

defending occupied positions and restraining 

Ukrainian advances with “available fire means,” 

likely implying that Russian forces are facing 

worsening logistics problems in the region. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources published footage 

of Ukrainian forces reportedly striking a Russian 

ammunition depot at the Kherson City 

International Airport in Chornobaivka on July 9. 

Mykolaiv Oblast Administration Head Vitaliy Kim 

reported that Russian forces launched six missile 

strikes on Mykolaiv City using S-300 air defense 

systems.  

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command 

stated that Russian forces are continuing to 

modify their S-300 air defense systems to strike 

ground targets, which if true, could also suggest 

that Russian forces on the Southern Axis are 

facing missile shortages. 

Ukrainian officials are also increasingly reporting that Russian forces are targeting Ukrainian fields during the harvest 

season in southern Ukraine and Donbas, but ISW cannot independently verify whether the field fires resulted from 

deliberate attacks. The Russian Defense Ministry denied setting Ukrainian fields on fire by amplifying a claim that footage 

of Russians burning grain is an old video from Stavropol Krai, Russia. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russia’s use of stored and obsolescent MT-LB armored personnel 

carriers suggests that Russia’s materiel and force generation problems continue.  

The UK Ministry of Defense asserted that many current Russian reinforcements are “ad hoc groupings, deploying with 

obsolete or inappropriate equipment” as compared to better-equipped Russian first echelon units from the beginning of 

the war. The UK Ministry of Defense reported that an unspecified “large proportion” of the new Russian infantry units 
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are probably deploying with MT-LB armored vehicles (which were designed in the 1950s) taken from long-term storage 

as their primary transport.  

The UK Ministry of Defense also asserted that most Russian first echelon assault units at the beginning of the Russian 

invasion were equipped with better BMP-2 infantry fighting vehicles (introduced in the 1980s). Combat footage posted 

between July 5 and July 9 shows several instances of Ukrainian forces destroying Russian MT-LBs near front lines. The 

pattern of Russian forces using antiquated equipment pulled from storage is consistent with confirmed reports that 

Russian forces deployed a large number of old T-62 tanks to the Southern Axis in late May. 

Chechen Leader Ramzan Kadyrov is likely attempting to recruit more Chechen fighters for the war in Ukraine. He 

promoted the ongoing construction of a new residential facility for fighters of the four Chechen battalions he claims to 

be forming and advertised the facility’s many quality amenities.  

Kadyrov likely seeks to increase the attractiveness of military service benefits for fighters who join these forming 

battalions. Kadyrov first announced that he would form these four new battalions on June 26. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities continued consolidating control over occupied 

territories and setting conditions for the potential annexation of additional Ukrainian territory on July 9. The Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) Health Ministry announced the launch of a tracking system that allows civilians to find patients 

in LNR-controlled hospitals. LNR and Russian officials will likely use this tracking system to compel civilians to cooperate 

with LNR authorities.  

Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration Head Oleksandr Starukh reported that Russian officials are increasing attempts 

to force Zaporizhia Oblast government officials, medical staff, educators, and farmers to cooperate with occupational 

authorities, likely to prevent further Ukrainian partisan attacks on Russian rail infrastructure in and around Melitopol, 

Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Russian Telegram channel Rybar reported that Russian forces established an occupation administration in Severodonetsk, 

Luhansk Oblast, that will focus on supplying and distributing water throughout the city. The LNR Internal Affairs Ministry 

announced the appointment of former Deputy Governor of Sevastopol Ivan Kusov as the LNR education minister on July 

8, continuing the observed pattern of Russian forces appointing Russian officials to positions in occupied Ukraine. 

Ukraine Obliterated A Russian Tank Attack In Donetsk - After Russia claimed to have taken full control of Luhansk 

Oblast in northeastern Ukraine, 

Ukrainian forces successfully blocked 

an enemy attack on Donetsk Oblast 

just to the south. Video footage and 

images from the region showed 

Russian tanks being obliterated by 

Ukrainian artillery strikes. 

Ukraine Weapons Tracker, a popular 

English-language social media 

account that tracks the use of 

weapons in the current Ukraine-

Russia conflict, revealed how the 

Russian attack on Donetsk Oblast 

was stopped by Ukraine’s 79th Air 

Assault Brigade. 
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“Now that images from the ground have arrived, we can confirm that the Russian attack in #Donetsk Oblast that was 

foiled by the Ukrainian 79th Air Assault Brigade led to no less than 6 T-72B series tanks damaged or abandoned,” the 

account wrote on Friday. 

The footage, recorded from unmanned aerial vehicles, shows Russian tanks being completely destroyed as they 

maneuvered on the battlefield. Multiple strikes are seen in the video, showing the Russian tanks being struck by missiles 

in quick succession and left burning. 

37,000 Russian Soldiers Dead In Ukraine: Putin Needs His Reserves - Ukraine War Update: On day 136 of the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine, the Russian military paused major offensive operations in the Donbas and is regenerating 

combat power for the next push toward the Donetsk province. 

Reserves? Where are my Reserves for Ukraine?  

In its daily estimate of the war, the British Ministry of Defense focused on the force generation issues that are plaguing 

the Russian military (the Ukrainians are having trouble there too). 

Putin hasn’t declared war on Ukraine, and as a result, he can’t mobilize the Russian economy or tap on the country’s vast 

reserves of manpower. Although he and his Kremlin advisors are trying to covertly mobilize Russia through legal loopholes 

and sketchy means, thus far, they have failed to produce enough men to fully staff the frontline units that are engaged 

in the fighting in Ukraine. 

“Russia is moving reserve forces from across the country and assembling them near Ukraine for future offensive 

operations,” the British Military Intelligence assessed. 

To be sure, Russian commanders haven’t run out of men yet. But they are struggling to replenish the casualties they are 

suffering every day. In the last 24 hours, for example, the Ukrainians have claimed to kill 300 Russians and wounded up 

to 600. These numbers are unsustainable without a full mobilization of the reserves. 

“A large proportion of the new infantry units are probably deploying with MT-LB armoured vehicles taken from long-

term storage as their primary transport. While MT-LBs have previously been in service in support roles on both sides, 

Russia has long considered them unsuitable for most front-line infantry transport roles. It was originally designed in the 

1950s as a tractor to pull artillery, has very limited armour, and only mounts a machine gun for protection,” the British 

Ministry of Defense added. 

And in war, not all men are created equal. A reservist who hasn’t touched a weapon in a decade isn’t the same as a 

professional soldier who has spent years honing his warfighting skills. Moscow is increasingly forced to rely on the former 

as its cadre of professional troops is dying in Ukraine. 

“In contrast, most of Russia’s first echelon assault units were equipped with BMP-2 infantry fighting vehicles in February, 

featuring armour up to 33mm thick and mounting a powerful 30mm autocannon and an anti-tank missile launcher,” the 

British Ministry of Defense stated. 

“Despite President Putin’s claim on 07 July 2022 that the Russian military has ‘not even started’ its efforts in Ukraine, 

many of its reinforcements are ad hoc groupings, deploying with obsolete or inappropriate equipment,” the British 

Military Intelligence assessed. 

Russian Casualties in Ukraine: What We Know 

The Russian military continues to suffer heavy casualties in Ukraine. 

Overall, the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense claimed that as of Saturday, Ukrainian forces have killed approximately 37,200 

Russian troops (and wounded approximately 111,600), destroyed 217 fighter, attack, and transport jets, 187 attack and 
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transport helicopters, 1,638 tanks, 832 artillery pieces, 3,815 armored personnel carriers, 247 Multiple Launch Rocket 

Systems (MLRS), 15 boats and cutters, 2,687 vehicles and fuel tanks, 108 anti-aircraft batteries, 674 tactical unmanned 

aerial systems, 66 special equipment platforms, such as bridging vehicles, and four mobile Iskander ballistic missile 

systems, and 155 cruise missiles shot down by the Ukrainian air defenses. 

Sadly, there seems no end in sight for the war in Ukraine. 

Kerch Bridge  - U.S. Says Russia’s Prized Kerch Bridge Is A Fair Target For Ukrainian Forces. The $3.5B bridge Russia built 

to connect with Crimea is a major strategic and economic asset that Moscow seems very concerned with protecting. 

Impacts 

Russian Forces Unlikely to Leave Southern Ukraine, Ambassador Says - Russia is unlikely to withdraw from a 

swathe of land across Ukraine’s southern coast and will defeat Ukrainian forces in the whole of the eastern Donbas 

region, Russia’s ambassador to London told Reuters. 

Since the Feb. 24 invasion, Russian forces have taken control of a big chunk of territory across Ukraine’s southern flank 

above Crimea, which Russia annexed in 2014. Russia is slowly pushing Ukrainian forces out of two Russian-backed rebel 

regions of east Ukraine, which it has recognized as independent states. 

When asked how the conflict might end, Russian Ambassador Andrei Kelin said it was difficult to see Russian and Russian-

backed forces withdrawing from the south of Ukraine, and that Ukraine’s soldiers would be pushed back from all of 

Donbas. 

“We are going to liberate all of the Donbas,” Kelin told Reuters in an interview in his London residence where Winston 

Churchill used to discuss World War Two strategy with Josef Stalin’s ambassador. 

“The narrative is very short: Russia has been aggressive against an innocent Ukraine,” Kelin said. “This is not true at all.” 

Putin said the “special military operation” in Ukraine is necessary because Moscow had to defend Russian-speaking 

people against persecution which he said the West has ignored. 

He also casted the war as a necessary revolt against the United States, which he said has humiliated Russia since the 1991 

fall of the Soviet Union by enlarging NATO eastwards and was using Ukraine to threaten Russia. 

Ukraine and its Western backers said that Putin has no justification for what they said is an imperial-style land grab 

against a country whose borders Moscow recognized as the Soviet Union collapsed. 

The conflict in Ukraine began in 2014: after a pro-Russian president was toppled in Ukraine’s Maidan Revolution and 

Russia annexed Crimea, fighting was triggered between Russian-backed forces and Ukraine’s soldiers in eastern Ukraine. 

Kelin said Ukraine had been preparing for war for some time, helped by the United States and Britain. Putin said Ukraine 

is being used by the West as part of a plan to weaken and even destroy Russia. 

“I don’t think that Europe understands what Ukrainian nationalism is,” Kelin said. The result: Russia is moving closer to 

China, he said. 

“If sanctions will continue to be imposed on Russia, we will make a big turn to China and the East.” 

Whether China will completely appease this “turn” anytime soon, is a matter for debate. China relies on the EU and the 

US for approximately 68% of it foreign exchange and has trillions invested in the US economy. Any significant and adverse 

impact on these financial situations will severely harm the Chinese economy. 
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Widening of conflict 

‘Doomsday’ Submarine Armed With Nuclear Torpedoes Delivers to Russian Navy - A Russian Navy submarine 

armed with a strategic nuclear torpedo the size of a school bus was delivered to the Kremlin this week, according to an 

announcement from the shipyard. 

Project 09852 Belgorod is based on a Russian Oscar-class guided-cruise missile submarine that has been altered to 

accommodate six 80-foot Poseidon nuclear torpedoes that could be armed with a warhead of up to 100 megatons, USNI 

News previously reported. 

The submarine was delivered to the Russian Navy in a ceremony in at the Northern Fleet’s headquarters in Severodvinsk 

on Friday, 

“The Belgorod submarine opens up new opportunities for Russia in conducting various research, allows conducting 

diverse scientific expeditions and rescue operations in the most remote areas of the world ocean,” according to a 

statement from Russian Navy chief Adm. Nikolai Anatolyevich Yevmenov. 

“The ship is designed to solve diverse scientific problems, conduct search and rescue operations, and can also be used as 

a carrier of rescue deep-sea and autonomous unmanned underwater vehicles.” 

Putin 

Putin’s Problem: What Happened To Russia’s Spetsnaz Special Forces In Ukraine? - As an increasingly taxing 

and resource-intensive undertaking, Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine likely involves almost every element of Russia’s 

family of special forces agencies. These agencies were supposed to play a pivotal role in the opening hours and days of 

what was intended to be a quick operation, which did not come to pass in the slightest. However, these special forces 

elements of Russia’s armed forces and security organs continue to play an important role in Russia’s ongoing invasion, 

albeit not as centrally as they were initially intended to be. 
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What Special Forces does Russia Have Available to Use in Ukraine? 

Russia has a dizzying variety of units in its armed forces and security organs which can be labeled as special forces, or 

“Spetsnaz” as they are known in popular culture and in the Russian language. Spetsnaz itself is a portmanteau of the 

Russian words vojska spetsialnogo naznachenie, which translates to “special purpose forces.” 

The core elements of Russia’s Spetsnaz which can trace their roots to Soviet times are those which are controlled by the 

armed forces’ Main Intelligence Directorate and the civilian Federal Security Service (known by their Russian acronyms 

GRU and FSB respectively).  

Within the FSB, the Alpha Group and Vympel Group are particularly well known, as are the FSB’s preeminent Spetsnaz 

units. The GRU’s Spetsnaz units are the oldest of those in Russian service today and were initially formed in 1949. In 

addition to taking part of the GRU’s wider military intelligence mission, GRU Spetsnaz also specialize in targeted 

operations, including assassinations. 

In addition to these older special forces organizations, the Russian National Guard (also known by its Russian name 

Rosgvardia) is the newest addition to the Russian spetsnaz ecosystem and also one of the most politicized. Formed in 

2016 by amalgamating the Interior Ministry’s Internal Troops, SOBR rapid response special forces units, and OMON 

special police, Rosgvardia serves as both a pseudo-military branch and an internal security organization. While other units 

such as the Foreign Intelligence Service’s (SVR) Zaslon or the Federal Penitentiary Service’s special forces units fall under 

the Spetsnaz umbrella, they are more often than not overshadowed by their larger GRU, FSB, and Rosgvardia cousins. 

Early Employment of Special Forces in the Invasion of Ukraine 

In the first hours of the war, a variety of Spetsnaz units immediately entered Ukraine and began to assist in what was 

expected to be a quick regime-change operation. According to Ukrainian President Zelensky, Russian Spetsnaz troops 

were operating in civilian clothes in Kyiv on the hunt for Ukrainian government officials and leaders such as Zelensky 

himself in the first days of the invasion.  

This employment of Spetsnaz is characteristic of the “political warfare” skillset Russian Spetsnaz units are often designed 

for, which sets them apart from their American and Western counterparts. However, despite the reportedly wide range 

of activity taken on by Russian Spetsnaz units in Ukraine in the opening days of the war, they were unable to bring about 

a quick end to the campaign, and the Ukrainian government remained in power and functional. 

What We Know: Current Uses of Special Forces in Ukraine 

Now that the war in Ukraine has taken on the character of a war of attrition between two opposing armies rather than a 

scrambled combination of covert and overt actions as the first days were, Russia’s Spetsnaz have lost their central role 

in Moscow’s strategy. Although visual evidence exists which suggests that Russian Spetsnaz troops are still fighting in 

Ukraine, their exact role in the invasion today remains a bit foggier. 

While they might not all be assigned to units classified as Spetsnaz, Rosgvardia’s presence in Ukraine remains well-

documented. Supposedly included within the structure of the Rosgvardia, Chechen leader Kadyrov’s Kadyrovtsy troops 

have taken an active role in some of the war’s most well-known flashpoints, such as the battles for Mariupol and locales 

near Kyiv. However, they have gained a reputation of being a made-for-tik-tok unit rather than a potent fighting force, 

which limits the actual influence of the Kadyrovtsy in practice, despite their effectively autonomous nature. The wider 

Rosgvardia appears to be having troubles of its own, as numerous cases have been opened against Rosgvardia troopers 

who had refused to take part in combat operations in Ukraine. 
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One of Chechnya’s “special units” entered Ukraine in the early days of the war, were discovered and entirely wiped out 

by Ukrainian forces – within a week of entering Ukraine. Kadyrov remonstrated with Putin in this regard, accusing the 

Russian High Command of being unprepared for the invasion and having led his special unit to their deaths. 

Even if Russia’s Spetsnaz were unable to decisively bring Moscow’s “special military operation” to a close in a timely 

fashion, their fortunes won’t necessarily be harmed or boosted by their performance. Since the Russian national security 

and political system is built around intra-elite conflicts, the fortunes of different Spetsnaz outfits will likely be a function 

of the political savvy of their leadership, rather than their performance in Ukraine. (Wesley Culp is a Research Fellow at 

the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress). 

Putin Has A Problem: Ukrainian Special Forces Are No Joke - Ukraine’s special forces have been a key element 

of Ukraine’s ability to hold the line against Russia’s February 2022 invasion of the country, a role they are likely to continue 

to fill far into the future. These units have proven instrumental in halting Russian attacks and hampering the ability of 

Russian units to operate effectively. A prime example being the Ukrainian special unit that tracked down and eliminated 

the Chechnyan assassination squad in the first week of the war in February, as mentioned in the preceding article. 

What Special Forces Does Ukraine Have at its Disposal? 

The umbrella of Ukrainian special forces includes both military and civilian security service elements. One of the largest 

and most well-known components of Ukraine’s special forces is Alpha Group. As a constituent part of the Security Service 

of Ukraine (otherwise known under its Ukrainian initials SBU), Alpha Group officially has a major role in the agency’s 

counterterrorism and counterespionage responsibilities.  

The other major element of Ukraine’s special forces is the Special Operations Forces, which is an independent branch of 

the Ukrainian Armed Forces in its own right. These forces have a wide portfolio that overlaps with the SBU’s Alpha Group. 

Although Ukraine’s Special Operations Forces would not be stood up as an independent branch until 2016, they 

nonetheless were the first non-NATO special operations force to be certified as a special operations force by NATO and 

to be granted the ability to take part in the NATO Response Force. Ukraine’s special forces fought in the early battles of 

Russia’s invasion of eastern Ukraine in 2014 after its seizure of Crimea, which might have helped to demonstrate the 

value of such forces to Kyiv.  

Other elements of the Ukrainian national security and homeland security architecture can arguably be placed under the 

umbrella of Ukrainian special forces as well, such as the Rapid Operational Response Unit (KORD), but SBU’s Alpha Group 

and the Special Operations Forces are by far the largest and most important in Ukrainian service today. 

What Role Have Ukraine’s Special Forces Played in Defending Against Russia’s Invasion? 

By the time Russian troops began to pour across the Ukrainian border, Ukraine’s special forces organizations had reached 

particularly high levels of readiness. For years, Ukrainian special forces have been training with their U.S. and Western 

counterparts, which has allowed the size of Ukraine’s corps of special forces to practically double in size since 2014.  

Since Russia’s invasion, Ukrainian special forces have actively assisted the rest of Ukraine’s armed forces in a variety of 

ways. This mission set includes actions as varied as helping to direct Ukrainian artillery fire, reconnaissance, targeting the 

supply chains and logistics of Russian forces, and supporting the activities of Ukrainian partisans operating behind Russian 

lines. As a result, the special forces of friendly states in Europe have sought to analyze Ukrainian successes to draw their 

own conclusions and lessons of what the future of special forces warfare with a peer adversary could look like. 

Despite their strong performance on the battlefield, Ukraine’s special forces have likely taken heavy casualties in their 

efforts to defend Ukraine. Nonetheless, Kyiv’s special forces appear to still have the will and ability to operate behind 

Russian lines and will likely continue to wreak havoc there in the future. 
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Although the current Russian invasion has proved to be a baptism of fire in modern interstate conflict for the entire 

Ukrainian military, Ukraine’s special forces have proven to be more than up to the task of fulfilling their roles in the 

toughest of situations. (Wesley Culp is a Research Fellow at the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress). 

Putin enlists convicted murderers and jailed ex-military spies for war in Ukraine as Russia steps up prison 

recruitment in desperate bid to bolster frontline forces – Putin is enlisting convicted murderers and jailed spies to fight 

on the front line in his war in Ukraine, it has been revealed. 

Russia is recruiting from prisons in a number of regions across the country. 

Among those recruited are jailed ex-military intelligence agents and other former special forces members with previous 

military service.  

Earlier in the war, prisoners serving sentences for the most serious crimes were rejected from the Russian military, but 

there are now reports that murderers are being recruited as Putin looks for more frontline soldiers. 

In some jails, hundreds of inmates are said to be ready to enlist on the promise that they will be granted an amnesty. 

The recruitment drive is seen as a sign that Putin is short of troops ready for the front line despite having a one million-

strong army. Convicts are selected then give two weeks training before being flown to the war zone and placed in 'assault 

groups' on the frontline by Wagner, a private military company, working closely with the Russian defence ministry. 

Putin Issues “Last Ukrainian Man Standing” Warning - Putin has threatened the West and Ukraine time and time 

again since the start of the war, whether through nuclear intimidation or warnings about Finland and Sweden joining 

NATO. But the Russian president’s latest comments are his strongest yet. 

On Thursday this week, during a meeting with the heads of the State Duma party factions that was aired on state media 

television Russia-24, he warned of a long war, saying it will drag on until the “last Ukrainian is left standing.” 

Humanitarian 

Ukraine Officials Warn Of “Catastrophe” In Severodonetsk - Ukrainian officials are warning of a “catastrophe” 

in Severodonetsk, a city to the north of Donetsk in Luhansk Oblast, where Russian soldiers are now in full defensive 

positions. 

After being captured by Russian forces in June, the city is now reportedly on the “verge of a humanitarian catastrophe,” 

with Luhansk Governor Serhiy Haidai revealing how the Russians have destroyed all essential infrastructure. 

“The Russians have completely destroyed all the critical infrastructure, and they are unable to repair anything” Haidai 

said, warning that civilians trapped in the region won’t have access to basic necessities. 

Ukrainian Soldiers Make Tough Decision In Order To Protect Beloved Stray Dog Who Took Shelter 

Alongside Them - The war continues in Ukraine, but so do the heartwarming stories of people and soldiers saving 

animals. 

A shepherd-type dog called Nona was taken in by Ukrainian soldiers who did a selfless act to ensure she remained safe. 
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As buildings and homes collapsed from the Russian bombings in Donetsk region, the 

frightened dog found shelter in a Ukrainian military hideout. 

The soldiers welcomed her with open arms, literally. They made sure she had 

everything she needed and remained safe in the hideout. Her friendly demeanor and 

calming presence made her a welcomed distraction from the war. 

The soldiers continued to fight off Russian forces and were greeted by Nona when 

they returned. Everyone adored the large pup and wanted to make sure she was out 

of harm’s way, so they had to make a difficult decision. 

As the bombings and fighting continues, the warriors decided to transport their 

beloved Nona to a safe shelter. 

UAnimals assisted in the transportation and wrote, “It was dangerous for the animal 

to be in a war zone, so the military with sadness decided to evacuate the four-legged. The defenders took Nona to 

Zaporozhye, where our team met her and took her for investigation. Now the dog lives in the Gostomel shelter and is 

waiting for her friends with victory! 🇺🇦” 

Russian “Filtration Sites” discovered - A US diplomat says American officials have identified at least 18 “filtration 

sites” set up by Russian forces to detain and forcibly deport Ukrainian civilians to Russia. 

Courtney Austrian, the deputy head of the US mission to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, noted 

that preparations for the camps were made before Vladimir Putin’s invasion. 

She told an OSCE conference that Russian officials — with the help of proxy groups — set up the “filtration camps” in 

schools, sports centers and cultural institutions in recently-occupied parts of Ukraine. 

People who have been in the “filtration centers” have testified about interrogations, beatings, torture, and 

disappearances. Some Ukrainians have been sent on to cities across Russia, including to regions near China or Japan 

Austrian said of the pre-invasion preparations, “Russian officials likely created lists of Ukrainian civilians deemed 

threatening to Russia’s control of Ukraine, including anyone with pro-Ukraine views, such as political figures and activists, 

as well as security personnel, for detention and filtration. 

The Ukraine Government says about 1.6 million people have been forcibly relocated to Russia — including about 250,000 

children. 

Austrian said, “Let me be clear: All those responsible for forced transfers of Ukrainian civilians to Russia will be identified 

and held to account for violations of international law.” 

Containment 

Ukraine sent dozens of 'dronations' to build army of drones - Dozens of people have given their hobby and 

commercial drones to Ukraine after it appealed for "dronations" to help build its "army of drones". 

The country is also asking for money to buy 200 military reconnaissance drones. 

Ukrainian and Russian forces have used small consumer drones, or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), in the war. 

But Justin Bronk, of the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), says while small drones are useful, tactics are adapting to 

counter them. 
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Small and commercial drones can provide a live view of the enemy's positions, he says. 

"Both sides in Ukraine have been able to very rapidly exploit that real-time video picture, to call down artillery fire and 

quickly correct it so that it's very, very accurate, even when using old school unguided artillery, on to enemy forces," he 

said. 

The proposed army of drones is a complex programme involving procurement, maintenance and replacement, as well as 

pilot training, Ukraine says. 

Col Oleksii Noskov, assistant commander-in-chief of Ukraine's armed forces, said: "The army of drones will allow us to 

constantly monitor the 2,470km-long (1,535 miles) front line and to field an effective response to enemy attacks, using 

modern technology." 

Mykhailo Fedorov, Ukraine's minister of digital transformation, told the BBC via email that the first goal of the campaign 

was to purchase tactical drones which have a 100-mile range and are equipped with a sophisticated camera, GPS and 

mapping tools. 

However, after studying the issue, he said "our team understood that Ukraine's army still needed quadcopters", and so 

he said the country was asking people to "donate their own drones". 

Ukraine hopes to collect thousands of multi-use and commercial UAVs. 

Drones which meet the minimum standards are being donated to Ukraine via two warehouses, one in Poland and the 

other in the US. 

Mr Fedorov also wants companies to get involved, adding: "This project is a great opportunity for drone manufacturers 

to test their equipment in harsh conditions." 

The campaign, which was launched on Friday, has already raised £5.7m, enabling the purchase of two military UAVs. 

Dozens of small drones had also been received, Mr Fedorov tweeted. 

The military "warmate" drones, according to Mr Bronk, are a type of loitering munition manufactured in Poland. 

According to the company's website, the drone "constitutes a good alternative for anti-tank guided missiles". 

Geopolitics 

US tells China its support for Russia complicates relations - China’s support for Russia’s war in Ukraine is 

complicating U.S.-Chinese relations at a time when they are already beset by rifts and enmity over numerous other issues, 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken told his Chinese counterpart on Saturday. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi blamed the U.S. for the downturn in relations and said that American policy has been 

derailed by what he called a misperception of China as a threat. 

“Many people believe that the United States is suffering from a China-phobia,” he said, according to a Chinese statement. 

“If such threat-expansion is allowed to grow, U.S. policy toward China will be a dead end with no way out.” 

In five hours of talks in their first-to-face meeting since October, Blinken said he expressed deep concern about China’s 

stance on Russia’s actions in Ukraine and did not believe Beijing’s protestations that it is neutral in the conflict. 

The talks had been arranged in a new effort to try to rein in or at least manage rampant hostility that has come to define 

recent relations between Washington and Beijing. 
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“We are concerned about the PRC’s alignment with Russia,” Blinken told reporters after the meeting in the Indonesian 

resort of Bali. He said it is difficult to be “neutral” in a conflict in which there is a clear aggressor but that even it were 

possible, “I don’t believe China is acting in a way that is neutral.” 

 


