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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 61,680 (+350) soldiers killed, 2,466 (+17) enemy tanks, 5,093 (+29) armored  combat vehicles, 1,455 

(+31) artillery systems, 344 (+3) MLRS systems, 177 (+0) air defense systems, 266 (+0) warplanes, 233 (+1) helicopters, 

1,067 (+20) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 246 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,862 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 134 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Ukraine close to controlling Crimea as Russia's southern front collapses - Breakthroughs by Kyiv's forces 

against Russian troops in the south of Ukraine, near a key point that supplies water for Crimea, have put at risk 

Moscow's control of the peninsula it annexed in 2014. 

The military blog, Military Land.net 

tweeted this week that Ukrainian 

forces were continuing to push 

south on a heading to Nova 

Kakhovka after recapturing several 

settlements as they advanced 

toward the city of Kherson. 

This was retweeted by New Voice of 

Ukraine journalist Euan McDonald, 

who wrote that Nova Kakhovka was 

"an important objective as it's at the 

head of the canal that supplies 

Ukraine's Russian-occupied Crimea 

with lots of its water." 

As well as having a power station 

and dam, Nova Kakhovka lies 

downstream of the source of the 

start of the North Crimean Canal 

(NCC), which takes fresh water to Crimea. Western officials have said that Ukraine taking control of such a nexus would 

be a significant development in the war. 

"I believe Ukrainian forces will try to block the NCC if they manage to control that area," Alla Hurska, an analyst at the 

Jamestown Foundation, told Newsweek. 

Ukrainian forces recaptured 300 square miles in a week - Ukraine’s military has liberated 300 square miles 

over past week. In a video address on Oct. 7, President Zelenskyy said 29 settlements have been liberated, including six 

in Russian-occupied Luhansk Oblast. In total, over 925 square miles and 96 settlements have been liberated since the 
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start of Ukraine’s counteroffensive. “The liberation of all our land is the basis of peace and security for all Ukrainians,” 

Zelensky said. 

Why it matters: Russia is in retreat on two fronts — in Kherson and Kharkiv Oblasts — after Ukraine launched massive 

counteroffensives in those regions in late August and recaptured large swaths of territory. 

Since late August, Ukraine has also recaptured multiple cities that function as key logistics and transportation hubs, the 

most recent one being Lyman in northern Donetsk. 

What they're saying: Zelensky said "dozens" of towns and settlements have been liberated from Russia's military in 

Kherson Oblast. 

"The day will surely come when we will report on successes in the Zaporizhzhia region as well — in those areas that are 

still under the control of the occupiers," Zelensky said. 

Ukraine's stunning advance is now set to meet 'fierce' Russian resistance - The Ukrainian army can expect  

swift retaliation from Russian forces following its counteroffensive success, according to an expert. 

Marina Miron, a research fellow in the 

Defense Studies Department's Center for 

Military Ethics at King's College London, 

spoke to Newsweek about Ukraine's recent 

successes in pushing back Russian troops. 

Ukraine's army has been driving forward 

against Russian occupiers on two fronts, in 

the east of the country and in the southern 

region of Kherson. Earlier this week, a pro-

Russian Telegram channel produced a map 

showing Ukraine had taken significant land 

back from Russia in Kherson in just a few 

hours. 

Zaporizhzhya Nuclear Power Plant 
shelling has damaged a power line providing 

electricity to one of the reactors at Ukraine's, 

the international Atomic Energy Agency said. 

Another Russian Commander replaced 

- As Ukraine continues to liberate 

settlements in its eastern region from 

occupying Russian troops, Moscow has 

reportedly replaced another top commander 

in its armed forces. 

The head of Russia's North Caucasus region of Daghestan, Sergei Melikov, wrote on Telegram on October 7 that North 

Caucasus native Lieutenant General Rustam Muradov had been appointed to lead the Eastern Military District. 

Kamikaze drones arrive in Belarus - Ukraine’s Territorial Defense Forces “West” reported that at least 20 Iranian 

Shahed-136 drones were delivered to Belarus’ Luninets airfield, located around 50 kilometers from Ukraine’s Rivne 

Oblast. The group warns that this may indicate future attacks on western or central parts of Ukraine. 
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Intense fighting in the east - 

Ukrainian troops took control of 

the key logistical hub of Lyman in 

Donetsk on  Saturday. They are 

now pushing further east towards 

the region of Luhansk. 

The Institute for the Study of War 

(ISW) says they have "made 

substantial gains" in the area. 

Russian reports suggests their next 

target may be the city of Kreminna. 

Analysts say the loss of Lyman is a 

major set-back for Russia. 

Russian forces have been trying to 

push forward in Bakhmut, but 

reports suggest they have been 

repelled by Ukrainian troops. 

Latest update – It is being reported 

that Russian forces have re-taken 

two small settlements around Bakhmut. These reports have yet to be confirmed by ISW. 

Ukraine predicts more battlefield successes as Putin’s generals face public backlash - Zelensky said Kyiv's 

forces were swiftly recapturing more territory especially in the south while Moscow's military leadership faced rare 

public backlash from within Russia over its handling of the war. 

Discontent has begun to bubble up among even loyalist state TV hosts. 

“Please explain to me what the general staff’s genius idea is now?” Vladimir Solovyov, one of the most prominent 

Russian talk show hosts, said on his livestream channel. 

“Do you think time is on our side? They (the Ukrainians) have hugely increased their amount of weapons… But what 

have you done in that time?” 

Ukrainian military analyst Oleh Zhdanov said there were several factors for Kyiv’s recent rapid gains including Western 

military aid and tactical mistakes by the Russian army. 

“On the Kharkiv front, we are advancing in a broad sweep,” he told Ukrainian Apostrophe TV. “On the southern front … 

the aim is to trap and push Russian forces either onto the West bank of the Dnipro (river) or back to the city of 

Kherson.” (Comment – We have been reporting on this element of battle for the past number of weeks). 

In the northeastern Kharkiv region where Ukrainian forces regained a large swathe of ground in September, the bodies 

of 534 civilians including 19 children were found after Russian troops left, Serhiy Bolvinov of the National Police in 

Kharkiv told a briefing posted online. 

Russian soldiers calling Ukrainian surrender hotline by the thousands – GUR - Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense 

Representative Andriy Yusov said over 2,000 calls to the surrender hotline have been made thus far – and that the 

number is growing. 
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Representative Andriy Yusov from GUR said the calls have come from soldiers awaiting deployment and even Russian 

troops who have already been mobilized. He added that over 2,000 calls have been made thus far and that the number 

is growing. 

Yusov added that in some instances, wives call the hotline to inquire about securing surrenders for their husbands. 

Yusov also explained that Ukraine will follow Geneva Conventions protocol and allow surrendering forces access to 

medical care and allowed to contact their relatives. 

Ukraine to target Russia’s bases of Iran-supplied explosive drones - Ukrainian forces are working to find and 

target bases from which Russia has launched Iran-supplied explosive drones at civilian infrastructure, according to Maj. 

Gen. Borys Kremenetsky, the defense attaché at the Ukrainian Embassy in the United States. 

The officer said the Shahed-136 drones are “easy to fight” because they are audible from miles away and move slowly. 

But Ukraine is in the dark about how many Russia received from Iran, he said Thursday at an event organized by the 

International Institute for Strategic Studies think tank. 

The defense attaché added that the weapons used for shooting down the drones — up to six per day — exemplify the 

mix-and-match approach Ukrainian forces are taking in using Soviet-era equipment alongside modern kit supplied by 

Western nations. 

Ukrainian SA-8 missile launchers and self-propelled Shilka anti-aircraft guns are “very effective” against the relatively 

crude Iranian-made weapons, Kremenetsky said. German-made Gepard air defense tanks also are being used to great 

effect to counter the suicide drones before they can do damage on the ground, he added. 

Commanders now want to move toward locating where Russian forces launch and control the drones, according to 

Kremenetsky. The plan is to train rocket artillery, like the High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, on these targets, he 

said. 

Ukraine is no longer low on artillery ammo because Russia abandoned so much in recent retreats - 

Ammunition left behind by fleeing Russian troops is filling Ukraine's depleted reserves and powering its 

counteroffensive, The Wall Street Journal reported on Wednesday. 

Russia's hurried retreat from the Kharkiv region in early September involved troops abandoning hardware including 

tanks, other armored vehicles, and howitzers. They also left behind huge quantities of Soviet-caliber artillery shells, the 

paper reported. 

"The Russians no longer have a firepower advantage," an unnamed artillery officer told the paper. "We smashed up all 

their artillery units before launching the offensive, and then we started to move ahead so fast that they didn't even 

have time to fuel up and load their tanks. They just fled and left everything behind." 

The report said that equipment was being turned on Russian forces as Ukraine advances beyond the recently 

recaptured city of Lyman in the Donbas region. 

The recapture of Lyman provides strategic advantages, as the city served as a supply and logistics hub for Russia's 

operation in the region. 

Ukraine had previously struggled to match Russia in sheer quantity of firepower. Much of Ukraine's military arsenal is 

Russian or Soviet equipment, making it hard to replenish its stock. 

In March, Western officials reported that Ukrainian troops in Mariupol were resupplying by taking ammo from Russian 

soldiers. 
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In June, Vitaliy Kim, the governor of the southern region of Mykolaiv, said, "We are out of ammo," Voice of America 

reported. 

More than half of Ukraine's tank fleet consists of captured Russian vehicles - Since Feb. 24, Ukraine's 

Armed Forces have captured at least 440 Russian main battle tanks and 650 other armored vehicles, which make up 

"over half of Ukraine's currently fielded tank fleet," the U.K. Defense Ministry reported earlier today.  

"The failure of Russian crews to destroy intact equipment before withdrawing or surrendering highlights their poor 

state of training and low levels of battle discipline," reads the report. 

According to the U.K Defense Ministry, as "increasingly demoralized" Russian troops are under "severe strain" in 

several areas, Russia will likely keep losing its heavy weaponry. 

1991 Ukrainian referendum to leave the Soviet Union 

A referendum on the Act of Declaration of Independence was held in Ukraine on 1 December 1991. An overwhelming 

majority of 92.3% of voters approved the declaration of independence made by the Verkhovna Rada on 24 August 

1991. 

Voters were asked "Do you support the Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine?" The text of the Declaration 

was included as a preamble to the question. The referendum was called by the Parliament of 

Ukraine to confirm the Act of Independence, which was 

adopted by the Parliament on 24 August 1991. Citizens 

of Ukraine expressed overwhelming support for 

independence. In the referendum, 31,891,742 

registered voters (or 84.18% of the 

electorate) took part, 

and among them 

28,804,071 (or 92.3%) 

voted "Yes". 

From 2 December 

1991 onwards, Ukraine was 

globally recognized by other countries as an independent state. 

Also on that day, the President Yeltsin recognized Ukraine as 

independent.  

In a telegram of congratulations Soviet President Gorbachev sent to 

Kravchuk soon after the referendum, he included his hopes for close 

Ukrainian cooperation and understanding in "the formation of a union of 

sovereign states". 

Ukraine was the second-most powerful republic in the Soviet Union both economically and politically (behind 

Russia), and its secession ended any realistic chance of Gorbachev keeping the USSR together. By December 1991 all 

former Soviet Republics except the RSFSR and the Kazakh SSR had formally seceded from the Union.  

A week after his election, Kravchuk joined with Yeltsin and Belarusian leader Shushkevich in signing the Belavezha 

Accords, which declared that the Soviet Union had ceased to exist. The USSR officially dissolved on 26 December. 
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Nuclear 

Russians terrified by Putin’s bunker mentality as he turns 70 with his finger on the nuclear button - Only 

a handful of people know the exact location where Putin is celebrating his 70th birthday in St. Petersburg on Friday, but 

critics say he spends more and more of his time isolated deep inside nuclear bunkers. 

The Kremlin has announced that he will spend his birthday working. Mired, as he is, in the biggest self-made disaster of 

his presidency, that just raises more worrying questions about what kind of orders he’s going to issue on his big day. 

Backed into a corner, what is Putin considering next? 

People who’ve known Putin for many years claim the Russian leader is “nervous” and “tense” these days; online 

political groups speculate on Telegram that Putin is planning “to use tactical nuclear weapons out of a bunker, far from 

Moscow,” while Kremlinologists debate how to prevent a looming doomsday scenario. 

Putin himself has said he will respond to the grim daily news from Ukraine—where his army is suffering defeat after 

defeat—with “all the means at our disposal.” That, he added, “is not a bluff.” 

Pentagon says Putin has not made decision on nuclear weapons - U.S. Defense Department press secretary 

Patrick Ryder said “we don’t assess that President Putin has made a decision to use nuclear weapons at this time,” 

reports CNN. “Many people in our government and in the international community… have highlighted the fact that this 

nuclear saber-rattling is reckless and irresponsible,” Ryder said. "Right now, the US does not have any information to 

cause a change in “strategic deterrence posture,” he added.  

A tactical Russian nuke wouldn’t confer much battlefield advantage, experts say - As Russian officials up 

their nuclear saber-rattling and the Pentagon games out what might happen if Russia were to use one of its 2,000 or so 

lower-yield nuclear weapons, experts caution that even a relatively small nuclear blast would have far-reaching political 

and environmental effects. But it would not help Russia win the war.  

You might be used to thinking about nuclear weapons in terms of the civilization-destroying half-megaton-class 

warheads atop intercontinental ballistic missiles. But both the United States and the Soviet Union had a number of 

smaller nuclear weapons in the one-to-50-kiloton range throughout the Cold War. These are sometimes referred to as 

“tactical” nuclear weapons, which technically refers to the delivery system but also speaks to their likely use as part of a 

conventional conflict rather than to deter one. U.S. inventories of these peaked in 1967 and fell afterward, especially 

when the Cold War ended.  

Russia chose a different path, according to this 2017 Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab paper. “Recognizing that 

nuclear weapons were the only affordable means to offset the superior conventional weaponry of NATO, Russia 

continued to invest in a robust research and development program focused on low-yield nuclear weapons,” its authors 

wrote. 

How much damage could one of these do? The answer depends greatly on where it was used. The online tool NukeMap 

suggests that a 20-kiloton attack on Kyiv would kill more than 31,000 people and injure another 65,000 within 24 hours. 

Even those numbers may be a big underestimation.  

Michael Frankel, one of the 2017 paper’s authors and a former fellow at the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab, told 

Defense One via email, “The immediate (prompt) effects would be pretty horrific if you were caught unprotected 

within a few kilometers, and the military application would presumably be intended to annihilate local concentrations 

of enemy troops (if they were stupid enough to concentrate in a way that provided such a target), or perhaps 

important supply depots and such like.” 
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But Frankel said such a weapon, used on the actual Ukrainian battlefield against military forces, wouldn’t yield a big 

advantage for Russia. “It is still hard to think of many targets that might be ‘worthy’ of use of nuclear weapons as just 

another battlefield explosive, albeit a big one,” he wrote.  

A lot of that has to do with the enormous size of the battlefield. The total amount of land still occupied by Russia is 

almost the size of Portugal and the Ukrainians are fighting on multiple fronts, not in the sort of concentrations that 

would lend themselves to targeting by such a weapon.  

“A five-kiloton nuclear explosion will be an effective killer - but only over a relatively short distance, probably less than 

1 or 1.5 km. Chances of surviving such a blast  (along with any heavy equipment) are pretty good once you get beyond 

that distance, and beyond two kilometers even better. So to use a nuke to halt or throw back a twenty or thirty 

kilometer long front advance does not seem feasible,” Frankel wrote. 

Comment – I used this tool to calculate the effect of a 6 kiloton nuclear device over the city of Dudchany in Kherson 

Oblast and which Ukrainian troops captured earlier this week. You can see the effect and range in the schematic below. 

This size weapon is the same as that dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. 

Russian nuclear submarine armed with 'doomsday' weapon disappears from Arctic harbor - A top-of-the-

line Russian nuclear-powered submarine has gone missing from its harbor in the Arctic along with its rumored 

"doomsday weapon," according to multiple reports. 



 

8 
 

NATO has reportedly warned members that Russia's Belgorod submarine no longer appeared to be operating out of its 

White Sea base, where it has been active since July. Officials warned that Russia may plan to test Belgorod's "Poseidon" 

weapons system, a drone equipped with a nuclear bomb that Russia has claimed is capable of creating a "radioactive 

tsunami," according to Italian media. 

The drone can be deployed from the submarine at any time and detonated at a depth of 1 kilometer near a coastal city. 

Russian state media has claimed the device can create a 1,600-ft. wave that smashes into the coast and irradiates it. 

The 600-ft. submarine was delivered to the Russian Navy in July as part of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s top-secret 

program that aims to develop and operate a series of a new class of "super weapons." 

Rebekah Koffler, a strategic intelligence expert and author of "Putin’s Playbook," warned that Russia's use of such a 

weapon would only come as a last resort "in the event that Russia and the U.S. are in a direct kinetic war and Russia is 

losing." 

Koffler said the device is likely not to be operational until 2027, but Putin may be testing it as a means to intimidate 

both Ukraine its NATO allies in the West. Putin has warned that Russia's potential use of nuclear weapons is "not a 

bluff." 

Belgorod's location remains publicly unknown as of Monday, a situation that is not particularly surprising to Koffler. 

Russian submarines have some of the best stealth capabilities in the world and have even entered U.S. waters 

undetected in the past, according to Koffler. 

 

The submarine that carries bus-sized nuclear torpedoes was spotted in the Arctic after sparking headlines earlier this 

week over fears of a nuclear weapons test, according to new photos published on Wednesday. 
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The boat, based on an Oscar-class guided-missile submarine design, formally entered the Russian Navy during a July 

ceremony, USNI News reported. Belgorod is part of Russia’s specialized submarine force, the Main Directorate of Deep 

Sea Research — known as the Russian acronym GUGI, (Glavnoye Upravleniye Glubokovodnykh Issledovaniy). 

Putin 

Putin ‘facing military coup’ over latest nuke threats - Putin could be replaced in a ‘military mutiny’ if he 

prepares for a nuclear strike, a security source has said. 

He has previously threatened to use ‘all the means at our disposal’ if his country is threatened. 

President Zelensky warned this week he feared the Kremlin wasn’t ‘bluffing.’ 

But a British security expert says any concrete moves to deploy a nuclear strike would spark a Kremlin coup. 

‘A military mutiny is the most likely end for Putin’s rule,’ the source told the Mirror. 

‘Faced with Putin’s recklessness and the need to prevent use of nuclear weapons, the military are most likely to stage a 

coup to depose him. 

‘The second most likely group are Putin’s Presidential Administration of acolytes, ex-KGB spies and ex-military led by 

Evgeny Prigozhin. So far they think his nuke statements are serving their purpose.’ 

Putin’s most likely replacement as Kremlin leader would be his confidante Yevgeny Prigozhin, the source added. 

The oligarch controls a network of companies including Wagner Group, a Russian state-backed mercenary group 

accused of war crimes in Africa, Syria, and Ukraine. 

Putin urges economic measures to cushion sanctions - Putin yesterday demanded economic measures in 

response to Western sanctions, which are expected to intensify. 



 

10 
 

"It is important to understand that the sanctions pressure on Russia will only increase," he said at a government 

meeting on economic issues via video link. 

"In this regard, it is necessary to plan flexible, effective actions for both short and medium terms and consistently 

implement them." 

Putin asked the government and the central bank to ensure a sustainable recovery of macroeconomic indicators. 

Comment – the very fact that he is publicly making these statements indicates public and internal pressure. 

Putin's dream of Russian victory slips away in Ukraine - "The truth is on our side and truth is strength!" 

Vladimir Putin boomed into a microphone on Red Square last week, after a grand ceremony at which he proclaimed 

four large chunks of Ukrainian territory to be part of Russia. 

"Victory will be ours!" 

But in the real world, things look very different. 

Even as Russia's president signed his illegal annexation treaties in the Kremlin, Ukrainian forces were advancing inside 

the areas he had just seized. 

Hundreds of thousands of men have been fleeing Russia rather than be drafted to fight in an expanding war. 

And things are going so badly on the battlefield that Mr Putin and his loyalists are now reframing what they once 

claimed was the "de-Nazification" of Ukraine and the protection of Russian speakers as an existential fight against the 

entire "collective" West. 

"He's in a blind zone. It seems he's not really seeing what's happening," the editor of Riddle Russia, Anton Barbashin, 

argues of Russia's president. 

Like many, the political analyst believes that Putin was caught completely off-guard by strong Western support for Kyiv, 

as well as Ukraine's own fierce resistance to occupation. 

As he turns 70 today, after more than 20 years in power, it seems Russia's leader has become a victim of his own 

system. His autocratic style is impeding his access to sound intelligence. 

"You can't question his ideas," explains Tatyana Stanovaya, the head of R.Politik analysis firm. 

"Everyone who works with Putin knows his picture of the world and of Ukraine, they know his expectations. They can't 

deliver him information that contradicts his vision. That's just how it works." 

The president's latest address, delivered beneath the gilded Kremlin chandeliers, re-stated his vision of a new world 

order. 

It involves a mighty Russia, a cowed Western world that has been forced to learn respect and Kyiv subjugated once 

again to Moscow. 

To attain that, Ukraine is Mr Putin's chosen battlefield. 

Even as his ambitions appear most illusory, he looks in no mood to scale back. 

"A lot of major calculations the Kremlin was working with did not pan out and it doesn't seem like Putin has a Plan B, 

other than keeping on pushing people to the front line and hoping that sheer numbers will prevent Ukraine from 

advancing further," Anton Barbashin believes. 
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Reluctant recruits 

"Pushing people to the front" is a significant shift in itself. 

Putin continues to call his invasion a "special military operation" - styling it as limited in scope and short-lived. 

Many Russians were able to accept that - even support it - while it didn't affect them directly. But the mobilization of 

military reservists has turned something distant and abstract into a very close and personal risk. 

Regional politicians are falling over themselves in a Soviet-style race to overfulfill their quotas, calling up as many men 

as possible. "This is a shaping moment. For the majority of Russians, the war just started a couple of weeks ago," Anton 

Barbashin says. 

"In the first months, the people dying were mostly from the peripheries and smaller centres. But mobilisation will 

eventually change that, as the coffins will come back to Moscow and St Petersburg." 

Censorship collapses 

But the mobilization mess, and Russia's military embarrassment, are pushing more prominent figures to speak out. 

When liberals condemned the Ukraine invasion, they were arrested, and many are still behind bars. 

Even calling it a war is illegal. 

In pro-Kremlin circles, that word is now commonplace, though, as is fierce criticism of Russia's military command. 

MP Andrei Kartapolov was the latest this week to urge the defence ministry to "stop lying" about Russian difficulties, 

because "our people are far from stupid". 

Putin is weakened and his opponents are preparing to strike - Exactly when Putin will fall from power, Alexey 

Minyaylo isn't sure — but he believes it's close.  

Minyaylo, 37, is perhaps best known in Russia for his efforts to get non-Kremlin affiliated candidates on the ballot for 

the 2019 Moscow city elections. 

In the protests that followed, he was accused of inciting a riot and spent almost three months in jail. 

"The vertical of power is shaking," Minyaylo told CBC News via video interview from his home in Moscow, where he has 

remained since Putin's Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine, with all the risks that brings. 

Some of Minyaylo's public projects include polls that show real public opinion on the war and finding safe ways for 

Russians to express an anti-war stance. 

"Putin is very good at holding power, so I don't believe that anything can be done just by people revolting," he said. 

"The only feasible way, in my mind, is some part of the establishment persuading Putin to step out of the way." 

Other longtime Russia watchers concur with his assessment. 

"Putin's position is definitely weakening and the more the situation escalates, the quicker the process is," said Abbas 

Gallyamov, a former Putin speechwriter who is now a political analyst. 

Putin no longer tells ministers about his plans, faces criticism in inner circles - Russian dictator Vladimir 

Putin has stopped to consult with ministers and doesn't inform them of his plans, Russian news outlet Meduza reports, 

citing unnamed sources close to Kremlin and the government. Putin is making all critical decisions himself after a brief 

discussion with the leadership of special services personnel and law enforcement agencies, according to Meduza. 
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Impacts 

‘Someone will fall victim’: insiders reveal elite anguish as Russia’s war falters - Friends, rivals and enemies 

took their seats in the Grand Kremlin Palace as Vladimir Putin gathered the country’s elite to formalize Russia’s illegal 

annexation of four occupied regions in Ukraine. 

The ceremony was meant to portray strength and unity, but within 24 hours had been overshadowed by Russia’s 

failures on the battlefield. These losses, which continued into this week on the southern and eastern fronts in Ukraine, 

have led to a major, unprecedented rupture within the ruling class as the Kremlin seeks scapegoats for a series of 

military embarrassments. 

The following account is based on 15 interviews with former government and defence officials, members of the 

military, political observers, journalists, opposition members, and an inmate at a prison where Wagner founder 

Yevgeny Prigozhin recruited soldiers to join his mercenary group in Ukraine. 

The seven-month-long Russian invasion of its neighbour has plunged the Russian ruling elite into uncertainty, the 

sources say, and within it a growing understanding the war cannot be won. 

Some ambitious officials have seen opportunity in the chaos, pitching to the Kremlin on ways to turn around a failing 

war and a botched mobilisation. Others are lying low, seeking to hold on to power or avoid punishment. Western 

intelligence agencies have reported high levels of dissatisfaction among the Russian army and in the country’s elite. 

Some have even suggested a coup could take place. 

Two of Vladimir Putin’s most notorious lieutenants, Prigozhin and the Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, have openly 

declared war against the defence minister, Putin loyalist Sergei Shoigu, and his top generals following a series of 

disastrous defeats that have left Russia’s army in retreat. 

“Putin is a very destructive personality, he will play the different factions off each other and see what the best outcome 

will be,” a former defence ministry official told the Guardian. “He doesn’t know how to fix relationships, so in the end, 

someone will fall victim. Putin just wants to see what is best for him and the war in Ukraine.” 

Marat Gabidullin, a former Wagner commander who knows Prigozhin from his time at the paramilitary group, said he 

wasn’t “surprised to see Prigozhin stepping into the spotlight” at this moment. 

“On the current wave of patriotism, he wants to position himself as a fierce defender of the motherland who created a 

professional military organization. He wants to show that he can fight better than the regular army. We always had 

tensions with the ministry of defence, we really didn’t like each other.” 

According to a former senior defence official who worked with Shoigu and Prigozhin, the rivalry between the two men 

is a longstanding feud that goes back to the founding of Wagner in 2014 after the annexation of Crimea. It was 

exacerbated, the person said, when Shoigu recently fired deputy defence minister Dmitry Bulgakov, an official who had 

reportedly helped Prigozhin obtain lucrative contracts supplying the army. 

“Prigozhin will now be out for revenge against Shoigu,” that person said. He described Prigozhin as a person with “no 

morals, no conscience, and no hobbies … He is a machine in the bad sense of the word.” 

Prigozhin has found an unlikely ally in Kadyrov, the volatile leader of Chechnya who has established the North Caucasus 

republic as a personal fiefdom in exchange for securing its loyalty to Russia. Yet in the recent conflict, he has emerged 

as one of the harshest critics of the Russian defence ministry, claiming his own fighters could take Kyiv within days even 

after the Russian army had been repulsed. 
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Shortly after the Russian defeat last week at Lyman, a crucial railway hub in the Donetsk region, Kadyrov unleashed a 

withering attack on the Russian general staff and at the central military district commander Alexander Lapin 

responsible for the city’s defence. 

“The shame isn’t that Lapin is incompetent,” Kadyrov wrote on Telegram. “It’s that he’s being shielded from above by 

the leadership in the General Staff. If it was up to me, I would bust him down to a private, take away his medals and 

send him with a rifle to the front in order to cleanse his shame in blood.” 

“Military nepotism will not lead anywhere good,” he added. 

“Beautiful, Ramzan, keep it up,” Prigozhin chimed in. “These punks should be shipped to the front barefoot with 

machine guns.” 

Putin for years has pitted his underlings against one another in order to prevent them from uniting against him. Since 

early in the war, rumors have circulated through Moscow about fistfights at the Kremlin involving Shoigu and other 

officials (none have been confirmed). 

“This balancing game might work in peacetime, but right now it distracts from the war efforts,” said Marat Gelman, a 

former adviser to Vladimir Putin and now a critic of the Kremlin leader. 

These kinds of public spats are “new, important, and unprecedented too,” said Dmitry Oreshkin, a veteran Russian 

political scientist. “We haven’t seen such an open and public battle amongst the elites before for Putin’s attention.” 

A Russian-installed official in Ukraine even suggested Shoigu should shoot himself because of failures in the Ukraine 

conflict. 

The attacks on the defence ministry come at one of the most dangerous moments in the war, after Russia’s army has 

lost thousands of square miles of territory and has been unable to stabilise its lines in Kharkiv, Donetsk or now in the 

Kherson region. 

“The Kremlin is looking for scapegoats. There have been three obvious failures: the start of the war, the latest military 

failures, and the botched mobilisation,” said Gelman, the former Putin adviser. 

US clamps down on China’s access to chip technology - The moves are the clearest sign yet that a dangerous 

standoff between the world’s two major superpowers is increasingly playing out in the technological sphere, with the 

U.S. trying to establish a stranglehold on advanced computing and semiconductor technology that are essential to 

China’s military and economic ambitions. 

The US on Friday announced sweeping new limits on the sale of semiconductor technology to China, a step aimed at 

crippling Beijing’s ability to access critical technologies that are needed for everything from supercomputing to guiding 

weapons. 

The moves are the clearest sign yet that a dangerous standoff between the world’s two major superpowers is 

increasingly playing out in the technological sphere, with the U.S. trying to establish a stranglehold on advanced 

computing and semiconductor technology that are essential to China’s military and economic ambitions. 

The package of restrictions, which was released by the Commerce Department, is designed in large part to slow the 

progress of Chinese military programs, which use supercomputing to model nuclear blasts, guide hypersonic weapons 

and establish advanced networks for surveilling dissidents and minorities, among other activities. 
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Sanctions 

Japan imposes new sanctions against Russia, its proxies - Japan has introduced additional sanctions against 

Russia following its illegal annexation of four Ukrainian oblasts, public broadcaster NHK reported on Oct. 7. According 

to Japan's Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary Kihara Seiji, Russia's actions infringe upon Ukraine's territorial integrity and 

constitute a violation of international law. 

Humanitarian 

Nobel committee champions human rights with 2022 peace prize - The Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded 

to human rights activists in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine against the backdrop of harsh crackdowns by Minsk and 

Moscow on dissent and the Kremlin's invasion of Ukraine. 

The head of the Norwegian Nobel committee, Berit Reiss-Andersen, said on October 7 that jailed Belarusian human 

rights activist Ales Byalyatski, Russian rights group Memorial, and Ukraine's Center For Civil Liberties, had been 

awarded the prize for 2022. 

The committee said the laureates have made an outstanding effort to document "war crimes, human right abuses, and 

the abuse of power" while demonstrating "the significance of civil society for peace and democracy." 

International Tribunal request by Ukraine - Ukraine today asked the UN and EU countries to set up international 

tribunal for Russian crimes. The Ukrainian parliament has approved a resolution appealing to the U.N., the European 

Union, and the Council of Europe to create a special international tribunal to prosecute Russia for its crimes against 

Ukraine, according to lawmaker Yaroslav Zhelezniak. If the international community puts pressure on the Russian 

leadership, "Russia will stop its armed aggression against Ukraine much sooner," reads the resolution. 

Containment 

EU Assistance - Ukraine to receive 2 billion euros of macro-financial assistance. European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen said on Oct. 7 that the tranche will be allocated in the coming days. The European Commission 

said on Oct. 4 that Ukraine will receive 5 billion euros from the EU in three tranches.  

IMF Assistance - IMF executive board approves $1.3 billion package. President Zelenskyy announced on Oct. 7 that 

the allocation was approved under the International Monetary Fund’s Rapid Financing Instrument. 

French Assistance – France has created a €100-million fund for Ukraine to purchase weapons. French President 

Macron said the fund, worth an initial $98 million, will allow Ukraine to directly buy weapons and other necessary 

materials to counter Russia’s war, reports France24. Macron added that the fund will allow Ukraine to “work with 

France’s defense industry base” and “demonstrates our will to act as Europeans and to align ourselves with this 

collective effort” to help Ukraine. 

EU to provide Ukraine with more military gear, French howitzers - French President Macron said that the EU 

will send Ukraine more military equipment to defend against Russia, including French Caesar howitzers, according to 

Reuters. On Oct. 1, Le Monde reported that France was preparing to deliver 6-12 Caesar howitzers to Ukraine. 

Pentagon sending Excalibur guided artillery, more HIMARS to Ukraine - The Pentagon said Tuesday it is 

arming Ukraine with Excalibur satellite-guided artillery rounds and four more High-Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems to 

help repel Russia’s invasion force. 
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The $625 million in weapons and equipment, provided from U.S. military stockpiles under presidential drawdown 

authority, comes amid battlefield wins for Ukrainian forces. The U.S. Department of Defense also is contracting with 

industry for the supplies. 

“The capabilities in this package are tailored to meet Ukraine’s immediate needs,” Laura Cooper, deputy assistant 

secretary of defense for Russia, Ukraine and Eurasia, said at a Pentagon press conference. “This package will provide 

the Ukrainian armed forces with additional capabilities and munitions that it needs to maintain momentum in the east, 

and in the south, including additional artillery and precision fires.” 

Ukrainian forces who recently retook Lyman achieved a “significant operational accomplishment,” Cooper said, adding 

that Ukrainian forces are making progress in the Kharkiv and southern Kherson regions. 

“The Ukrainian counter offensive and Kherson has made significant advances over the last 24 hours, and Ukrainian 

forces continue to liberate villages as they press forward,” Cooper said. 


