
 

1 
 

Conflict Update # 93 

June 17th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued to launch 

unsuccessful ground assaults against 

Severodonetsk and its southeastern  outskirts 

on June 17. 

Russian forces continued efforts to 

sever Ukrainian lines of communication to 

Lysychansk, both from the north toward 

Slovyansk and in the south near Bakhmut. 

Ukrainian forces are likely conducting a 

counteroffensive northwest of Izyum 

intended to draw Russian forces away from 

offensive operations toward Slovyansk and 

disrupt Russian supply lines and are making 

minor gains. 

Ukrainian forces and aviation 

continued to strike Russian logistics and 

fortifications in occupied settlements along 

the Southern Axis, with localized fighting 

ongoing. 

Russian forces continued to regroup and 

transfer personnel within Zaporizhia Oblast to 

maintain defensive positions along the 

frontline. 

Putin reaffirmed his commitment to 

“completing” the Russian operation in 

Ukraine but acknowledged that unspecified 

new Russian tactics (which are likely simply explanations for poor Russian performance) will take time. 

Unconfirmed Ukrainian sources reported that the Kremlin fired the commander of the Russian Airborne Forces, 

Colonel-General Andrey Serdyukov, due to poor performance. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued to launch 

unsuccessful ground assaults against Severodonetsk and its southeastern outskirts on June 17. The Ukrainian General 

Staff (UGS) reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults on Syrotyne and Metolkine, just southeast of 

Severodonetsk.  
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 Russian forces are reportedly deploying additional 

artillery systems and troops to support offensive 

operations in Severodonetsk. Ukrainian parliamentary 

representative and military commentator Dmytro 

Snyegiryev stated on June 17 that Russian forces already 

have seven battalion tactical groups (BTGs) in 

Severodonetsk and recently introduced two reserve 

BTGs to the area, but ISW cannot independently verify 

Snyegiryev’s claims or the timeframe of his statement. 

Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr  

Motuzyanyk added that Ukrainian forces continue to 

retain positions at the Azot Chemical Plant in the 

southeastern part of Severodonetsk. Luhansk Oblast 

Administration Head Serhiy Haidai reported that 

Russian forces are attacking Toshkivka, likely in an effort 

to secure positions on the western bank of the Siverskyi 

Donets River. 

Russian forces continued to attack settlements along 

the Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to 

Lysychansk. They launched an unsuccessful assault on 

Zolote, near the T1303 Hirske-Lysychansk highway, and are 

likely attempting to encircle Ukrainian forces in the area. 

Ukrainian forces also reportedly repelled Russian assaults on 

Berestove, Nyrokove, and Vasylivka along the T1302 

Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway and Kodema, approximately 

14km south of Bakhmut. Russian forces committed additional 

two battalions of the 1st and 2nd Army Corps (the armed 

forces of the DNR and LNR) and are continuing to regroup 

troops to continue assaults along the T1303 highway. Russian 

forces may also be attempting to resume river crossings 

southeast of Lyman to disrupt Ukrainian GLOCs around 

Siversk. Motuzyanuk stated that Russian forces are preparing 

to cross the Siverskiy Donets and are shelling settlements 

southeast of Lyman. Geolocated footage showed that 

Ukrainian Special Operation Forces destroyed a Russian 

pontoon bridge near Bilohorivka (approximately 13km south 

of Kreminna) on June 16. Russian forces previously suffered 

significant losses during a failed river crossing attempt near 

Bilohorivka in early May. 

Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to advance north of 

Slovyansk and southeast of Izyum on June 17. UGS  reported 

that Russian forces failed to seize Bohorodychne 
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(approximately 25 km southeast of Izyum) and retreated to previously occupied positions. Russian forces also conducted 

unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force operations near Krasnopillia, located along the E40 highway to Slovyansk. Ukrainian 

forces continued counteroffensives southwest of Izyum and pushed Russian forces out of Dmytrivka. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - 

Russian forces engaged in clashes north and 

northeast of Kharkiv City to push  Ukrainian 

forces away from the international border 

today. UGS reported that Russian forces 

conducted unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-

force operations in Kochubiyika, just west of 

the Kharkiv City-Belgorod highway. Ukrainian 

Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr 

Motuzyanyk stated that Russian forces are 

regrouping troops and conducting air 

reconnaissance in settlements within a 40 km 

range northeast of Kharkiv City in preparation 

to resume offensive operations in Ternova-

Rubizhne area. Social media footage also 

showed mobilized Donetsk and Luhansk 

People’s Republic (DNR and LNR) servicemen 

operating just east of Ternova and Rubizhne, 

who are likely defending Russian-occupied 

positions along the border. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources are increasingly 

reporting on the possibility of Ukrainian 

counteroffensives toward Izyum from Kharkiv 

City’s southeastern outskirts. UGS reported 

that Russian forces are defending rear positions 

to halt any Ukrainian advances toward Izyum 

from Kharkiv City. Pro-Russian Telegram 

channel Rybar noted that Ukrainian forces are 

actively attempting to disrupt Russian ground 

lines of communication (GLOCs) to Izyum. 

Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg 

Synegubov reported that Russian artillery 

continues to fire at Chuhuiv, approximately 35 

km southeast of Kharkiv City. These Ukrainian 

operations are likely intended to draw Russian 

forces away from offensive operations toward Slovyansk and disrupt Russian supply lines. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Ukrainian forces and aviation continued to strike Russian logistics and 

fortifications in occupied settlements along the Southern Axis. UGS reported that Ukrainian aviation struck Russian 

positions in Kherson City, Kakhovka, and Bersylav districts situated at least 45 km southeast of the line of contact on the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border. Geolocated footage also shows that Ukrainian forces previously destroyed a Russian 

ammunition depot and equipment repair center in Nova Kakhovka (just southwest of Kakhovka) on June 14. Pro-Russian 

Telegram channel Rybar reported that Ukrainian Su-25 jet aircraft struck Russian positions in occupied Snihurivka, 
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approximately 65 km east of Mykolaiv City, 

but ISW cannot independently verify this 

claim. Ukrainian forces destroyed Russia’s 

Black Sea Fleet “Vasily Bekh” tugboat as it 

delivered ammunition, weapons, and 

personnel to Snake Island off the Romanian 

coast despite the presence of Russian air-

defense systems on the island.  

 Russian forces continued to fire at 

Ukrainian forces along the entire Kherson-

Mykolaiv Oblast border, likely to deter 

Ukrainian counterattacks in the area. The 

ability of Ukrainian ground-attack aircraft 

(as opposed to air-to-ground missiles fired 

from outside Russian-controlled airspace) 

to strike targets up to 45 km behind the 

Russian front lines indicates that previous 

Russian efforts to reinforce air defenses 

around Kherson have not been fully 

effective. 

Russian forces continued to regroup and 

transfer personnel within Zaporizhia Oblast 

to maintain defensive positions along the 

frontline. Ukraine’s Zaporizhia Oblast 

Military Administration reported that 

Russian forces are concentrating troops in 

the Vasylivka and Polohy areas, 45 km 

south and 90 km southeast of Zaporizhia 

Oblast, respectfully. Russian forces 

reportedly relocated some elements from 

other settlements in Zaporizhia Oblast to Melitopol and are planning to move additional units to the city from the 

Enerhodar area. The Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration also noted that there are no indications that Russian forces 

intend to conduct offensive operations against Orihiv or Huliaipole (both settlements north of the frontline) in the near 

future. Russian forces likely lack the manpower to resume ground offensives in Zaporizhia Oblast and are likely reinforcing 

their frontline positions to defend against possible Ukrainian counterattacks. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Putin implied that Russian-occupied settlements will hold referendums to join 

Russia during his address to the St. Petersburg Economic Forum on June 17. He said that Russian-occupied settlements 

will determine their own future and that the Kremlin will “respect any of their choices.” Putin also blamed Ukraine for 

threatening a food crisis in Africa and the Middle East, claiming that Ukrainian forces placed mines around ports and 

stopped grain exports. However, the Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration reported spotting another ten Russian 

trucks filled with Ukrainian grain heading from Melitopol to Crimea on June 16. 

Russian forces are continuing to deploy additional forces to support offensive operations in the Severodonetsk-

Lysychansk area, and Ukrainian defenses remain strong. Ukrainian Defense Ministry Spokesperson Oleksandr 

Motuzyanyk reported that Russian forces are transferring tanks, armored personnel carriers, engineering equipment, 
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and vehicles from Svatove, along the Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in Luhansk Oblast, to Starobilsk, 

just 40 km east of Severodonetsk. Social media users reported that Russian forces are likely redeploying equipment from 

northern Kharkiv Oblast to Donbas and published footage of Russian heavy artillery arriving by rail in Stary Osokol, 

Belgorod Oblast on June 17. UK Chief of Defense Tony Radakin stated that Russian forces are “diminishing” in power by 

committing large quantities of personnel and equipment for incremental gains in one area. The Russian military has 

concentrated the vast majority of its available combat power to capture Severodonetsk and Lysychansk at the expense 

of other axes of advance and is suffering heavy casualties to do so. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin declared that Russian forces will attack Ukrainian positions near Donetsk City but 

reiterated that the new tactic will require additional time during his address at the St. Petersburg Economic Forum on 

June 17. Putin stated that Russian forces will stop what he claimed is Ukrainian shelling of Donetsk City by attacking 

Ukrainian fortifications from the rear. Putin may have amplified reports of shelling of civilian areas of Donetsk City, which 

Ukrainian officials have denied, to discourage Western officials from supplying weapons to Ukraine. Putin also declared 

that Russian forces will fully complete the “special military operation” in Ukraine, and noted that Russian and proxy forces 

will intensify counter-battery combat. Putin urged Russian forces to refrain from entirely destroying cities that they aim 

to “liberate," ignoring the destruction Russian forces have inflicted on Ukrainian cities and the artillery-heavy tactics 

Russian forces are currently employing in Severodonetsk.” 

Unconfirmed Ukrainian sources report that the Kremlin fired the Commander of the Russian Airborne Forces, 

Colonel-General Andrey Serdyukov, due to mass casualties among Russian paratroopers. Odesa Oblast Military-Civil 

Administration Spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk reported that the Kremlin appointed the current chief of staff of the Central 

Military District, Colonel-General Mikhail Teplinsky, as Serdyukov’s replacement and named the Deputy Commander of 

the Russian Airborne Forces, Lieutenant General Anatoly Kontsevoi, as the First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Russian 

Airborne Forces. ISW cannot independently confirm these claims or Serdyukov’s exact role in the invasion of Ukraine, but 

they, if true, would indicate that Serdyukov is being held responsible for the poor performance of and high casualties 

among Russian VDV units, particularly in early operations around Kyiv. Continued dismissals and possible internal purges 

of senior Russian officers will likely further degrade poor Russian command and control capabilities and the confidence 

of Russian officers. 

Russia’s military campaign hindered by the rivers in Donbas - One of the keys to planning a military campaign 

is to take into account the type of terrain the war will take place on. The frontlines of the Ukraine conflict underline how 

important this is – they are mainly 

defined by rivers and other land-based 

obstacles. To progress, Russian forces 

need to negotiate their way across or 

around these natural barriers. But if 

they approach the problem head on, 

they will not have the luxury of making 

these crossings unopposed. 

 At the moment, Russia’s main effort is 

consolidating its control over the 

entirety of the Donbas region, with 

forces currently concentrated around 

population centres such as 

Severodonetsk, a town of about 

100,000 people before the war in 

Luhansk province in the east of Ukraine. 
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Should Russia prove successful in its current operations, it will face the challenge of crossing the Siverskyi Donets river if 

it is to secure the remainder of Donbas to the west. 

This promises to be no easy task. In all likelihood there are no bridges that remain intact in this area of operations. So a 

crossing will require a significant feat of combat engineering. So far in this “military operation”, Russia’s track record with 

such enterprises has been poor. Previous attempted crossings of the same river have met with disastrous results, with 

one such operation even causing Russian spectators to begin openly questioning the capabilities of their forces. 

Alternately, Ukrainian forces have proved adept at responding to attempted crossings, effectively orientating their forces 

around these obstacles. 

This is a primary reason for Ukraine calling for addition long-range artillery weaponry. Anything that outguns the Russian 

artillery pieces will be positioned to shell any river crossing attempts from afar. 

How Ukraine Will Win - Russia’s current invasion is graver than its past one, and the world cannot afford to turn away. 

That’s because Russian President Vladimir Putin does not simply want to take more Ukrainian territory. His ambitions 

don’t even stop at seizing control of the entire country. He wants to eviscerate Ukrainian nationhood and wipe our people 

off the map, both by slaughtering us and by destroying the hallmarks of our identity. He is, in other words, engaged in a 

campaign of genocide. 

To avoid growing weary of the war and falling for misleading narratives, the West needs to understand exactly how 

Ukraine can win, and then support us accordingly. This war is existential, and we are motivated to fight. Properly armed, 

our forces can stretch Putin’s troops—which are already exhausted—past the breaking point. We can counterattack 

Russian forces in both Ukraine’s south and Ukraine’s east, pressuring Putin to decide which of his gains to protect. To 

succeed, however, the United States and its European allies must swiftly supply our country with appropriate numbers 

of advanced heavy weapons. They must also maintain and increase sanctions against Russia. And, critically, they need to 

ignore calls for diplomatic settlements that would help Putin before he makes serious concessions. 

Ceding territory to the Russians in return for peace, as proposed by some Western think groups and leaders, are 

declarations premised on the idea that Ukrainians, no matter how well they fight, cannot defeat Moscow’s forces.  

But that notion is wrong. Ukraine has proved its mettle by achieving important victories in the battles of Chernihiv, 

Kharkiv, Kyiv, and Sumy, causing Putin’s blitzkrieg to fail spectacularly. Winning these fights has come at a huge price for 

Ukrainians, but we understood that the price of losing them would have been far, far higher. We know what Russian 

victory means for our villages and towns. Look no further than Bucha, where hundreds of Ukrainians were brutally 

slaughtered by occupying Russian troops in March. 

Unfortunately, Putin’s sick imperialism means that Moscow also remains committed to the war despite the shockingly 

high costs. Russia has already lost three times as many soldiers as the Soviet Union did during ten years in Afghanistan, 

but it is continuing to sacrifice its troops in an attempt to seize the eastern provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk (together 

known as the Donbas) and to maintain control over the south of Ukraine. The death count may soon extend beyond just 

Russia, Ukraine, and even Europe. By blockading Ukrainian grain to try to force sanctions relief, Putin could provoke 

famines across the developing world. 

The most effective way to end Putin’s expansionism, of course, is to stop it in eastern Ukraine, before he can go further, 

and to kick his occupying forces out of southern Ukraine, which he plans to annex. This fact requires helping Ukraine 

defeat Putin on its own battlefield. U.S. President Biden’s administration has made some groundbreaking decisions that 

can help us accomplish this task, including a historic new lend-lease program that makes it easier for the United States 

to supply Ukraine with weapons. Answering Ukrainian President Zelensky’s call, the United States decided in May to also 

provide us with four multiple-launch rocket systems. My counterpart and friend U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

has been closely engaged in crafting these steps, and Ukraine’s military leaders have been in active contact with U.S. 
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Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin. General Mark Milley, the chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, has also been very 

supportive of our cause. 

This assistance has been a crucial first step, for which we are grateful. Yet we wish it had been provided much earlier, 

and it is still too little. Now it is time to turn political decisions into real game-changing actions. Russian artillery outguns 

ours by one to 15 at the most crucial parts of the frontline, so a few U.S. rocket systems will not be nearly enough for us 

to gain the upper hand. We urgently need more heavy weapons from various sources to turn the tide in our favor and 

save lives. Our most pressing needs are for hundreds of multiple-launch rocket systems and various 155-mm artillery 

pieces. These weapons would allow us to suppress Russia’s artillery barrage. But stopping artillery is not Ukraine’s only 

concern. We also need antiship missiles, tanks, armored vehicles, air defense, and combat aircraft to be able to launch 

effective counterattacks. 

Putin has made good on this promise. After taking territory, Russian forces have looked through kill lists drawn up by the 

Federal Security Service and knocked on doors. They have tortured and executed people who teach Ukraine’s language 

and history, civil society activists, human rights defenders, former Ukrainian soldiers, local authorities, and plenty of 

others. They have changed road signs from Ukrainian to Russian, destroyed Ukrainian monuments, banned Ukrainian 

television, and prohibited the Ukrainian language from being used in schools. 

Putin’s increased aggression wouldn’t be limited to the developing world. He would meddle with more vigor in U.S. and 

European politics. If he succeeds in conquering Ukraine’s south, he may march deeper into the continent by invading 

Moldova, where Russian proxies already control a slice of territory. He could even trigger a new war in the western 

Balkans, where increasingly antagonistic Serbian elites have looked to Russia for inspiration and support. 

We have a pathway to victory. With sufficient support, Ukraine can both halt Russia’s advance and take back more of its 

territories. 

In the east, Ukraine can gain the upper hand with more advanced heavy weapons, allowing us to gradually stall Moscow’s 

crumbling invasion in the Donbas. (The Kremlin’s gains in this region may make headlines, but it is important to remember 

that they are limited and have resulted in extremely high Russian casualties.) The pivotal moment will come when our 

armed forces use Western-provided multiple launch rocket systems to destroy Russia’s artillery, turning the tide in 

Ukraine’s favor along the entire frontline. Afterward, our troops will aim to take back pieces of land, forcing Russians to 

retreat here and there. 

On the battlefront in the south, the armed forces of Ukraine are already carrying out counterattacks, and we will use 

advanced weapons to further cut through enemy defenses. We will aim to put the Russians on the edge of needing to 

abandon Kherson—a city that is key to the strategic stability of Ukraine. If we advance in both the south and the east, we 

can force Putin to choose between abandoning southern cities, including Kherson and Melitopol, in order to cling onto 

the Donbas, and abandoning newly occupied territories in Donetsk and Luhansk so he can hold the south. 

When we reach this moment, Putin will likely become more serious about cease-fire negotiations. Our goal will still be to 

get Russian forces out of Ukraine, and keeping up the pressure may push Putin to accept a negotiated solution that entails 

Russian troops withdrawing from all occupied territories. Putin, after all, pulled Russian troops from the areas around 

Kyiv after encountering enough setbacks at the hands of our forces. If our military grows stronger and more successful, 

he will have good reasons to do so again. 

Putin is not suicidal; a Ukrainian victory will not lead to nuclear warfare. Such fears may be deliberately fueled by the 

Kremlin itself for strategic purposes. Putin is a master of gaslighting, and I am sure that Russians themselves are peddling 

worries of a cornered Putin in order to weaken Western support for Ukraine. (Dmytro Kuleba). 
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Russia’s Game 

Russia withdrew from Kyiv in defeat, re-grouping its resources around the Donbas, which it (now) stated was always its 

primary objective. 

They would “liberate” Russian-speaking Ukrainians and convert them into Russians – in the “New Russia,” freeing them 

the Ukrainian “Nazi regime.”   

Their previous strategy of creating independent “Russia-friendly ”statelets has morphed into them becoming part and 

parcel of Russia itself. 

To succeed Russia needed to pivot away from their defeat in the north and concentrate on what they do best - obliterate 

cities with constant and huge bombardment, followed by defeat and occupation. This is what they are good at. 

Subdue cities and enemy forces by firing indiscriminately and incessantly into their cities with no concern for people 

trapped in these “killing zones.” Do this, city by city and you will succeed. 

This tactic requires every available (non-nuclear) weapon, seeing them deploy long-range field artillery, submarine-fired 

missiles, naval missiles and long-range bomber aircraft, among others. 

Making small sporadic gains and despite a huge arsenal at their disposal, they are being met with stiff Ukrainian 

resistance, supplemented by NATO and US arms and aid. 

Russia has been massively aided in the Donbas operation by inter alia; (i) Ukrainian separatists they installed, armed and 

aided in the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts (provinces), (ii) close and direct supply lines from Russia, (iii) Crimea, taken in 

2014, providing a southern base of operations, (iv) command of the Donbas air space with aircraft launched from within 

Russia and (v) open land terrain across which they can pour seemingly unending mechanical and human resources. 

They plan to grind 

Ukrainian forces 

yard-by-yard, until 

Putin can declare 

“victory.” 

But it will not end 

there. 

Now with a 

launching pad for 

further invasion, 

Russia will re-group, 

re-arm and re-train 

its forces for the 

next stage/s, and 

then again invade 

Ukraine. 

First they will attack 

Odessa (red #1 in 

the map alongside), opening the way to invade Moldova (green #2), where Russian separatists already control 

Transnistria, encircling Ukraine from the south and east.  
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Thirdly, advance into eastern Ukraine and split it in two, along river lines (grey #3) and shown by the blue river boundary, 

followed by a full-scale invasion of Ukraine from the east, south and south-west, aided by Belarus-based forces from the 

north (brown #4). 

This will take years to accomplish, and in stages where they (i) advance, (ii) stop and re-group and (ii) hope international 

attention and assistance will wane over the years, a la Crimea. 

They will not stop until all of Ukraine is absorbed into a “Greater Russia.” 

Once successful, and gauging international response and resistance, the Baltic states – Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia – 

become prime targets, followed by the age-old nemesis - Poland. 

Strategists and senior western defense commanders recognize the Russian gambit and are increasingly calling for it to be 

stopped at any cost.  

Impacts 

Poland’s capacity for Ukrainian exports reaching the limit - Poland’s capacity to handle grain cargoes, especially 

the new ones, from Ukraine is very limited. Halina Bajczuk, director of the commercial office at PKP Cargo, mentioned 

that the coming weeks and months would be critical, since Poland lacks the equipment and port capacity to handle 

Ukrainian exports. Would a transport coordination centre with Baltic countries be the solution? 

Bajczuk mentioned that in a panel discussion during the RailFreight On Tour-The Lithuanian Edition that took place in 

Vilnius on 14 and 15 June. “From the coming weeks or months, we will not have the capacity – I mean containers – that 

the new grain cargo requires. So we need to cooperate. If you have spare containers for grain and other cargo from 

Ukraine, we shall do the transportation together. Unfortunately, there is no more place and additional capacity in the 

Polish ports, so we need to talk about using Klaipeda port and the Estonian and the Latvian ports.” 

Bajczuk mentioned that, with all the limitations in place, cooperation between Poland and the Baltic States could be an 

efficient and practical solution. However, Mindaugas Skuncikas from LTG Cargo, took it a step further. According to him, 

setting up a single transport coordination centre between states and companies would be the best approach. The EU 

provides the space for such a solution, which would allow more Ukrainian trains to cross the European Union borders 

much faster. 

 

Nevertheless, to make this happen, everyone needs to think out of the box. “This means that if we can push the EU to 

deem Ukrainian grain cargo as its own, then each train would save one or two days in the transportation, which would 

be very significant,” he said. 

EU sets up market place for grain transportation Ukraine - A new platform called Grain Lane was launched to 

bring together Ukrainian farmers and European logistics providers. The app, launched by the European Commission 

together with V_labs and Rail Cargo Group, should optimize grain exports from Ukraine to EU member states, according 

to the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine. 

The platform will place both trade and transport requests. Representatives of European logistics will be able to resolve 

organizational issues with Ukrainian partners. The latter will be able to find partners for the export of their products in a 

few clicks, as well as new logistics solutions. The platform is available at the link in English and German. 

This will provide a relatively safe export route for Ukrainian goods and desperately needed food products. It will however 

increase costs as ocean freight is by far the cheapest means of transportation, and will require added time, with product 
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previously routed through Ukrainian seaports on its southern border now moving across Ukraine and into foreign 

countries further away. 

Indirect impacts 

Russia Excoriates Israeli Ambassador to Moscow Over Air Strike on Damascus Airport - Attempting to 

reassert its weight on the international stage, the Russian government on Wednesday summoned Israel’s ambassador to 

express Moscow’s “serious concern” over last week’s air strikes that paralyzed Syria’s Damascus International Airport. 

“Serious concern was again expressed over the June 10 Israeli air force attack on the civilian airport of Damascus, which 

damaged the runway, navigation equipment and buildings, and caused damage to international civilian air traffic,” 

Russia’s foreign ministry stated following a meeting between Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov and Israeli 

Ambassador Alexander Ben Zvi in Moscow. 

Bogdanov lamented that the closure of the airport halted the delivery of humanitarian supplies provided by the United 

Nations to millions of Syrians. 

“The ambassador was told that the justification received from the Israeli side on the strike on Damascus International 

Airport seemed unconvincing and that Moscow was waiting for additional clarifications,” the statement read. 

Containment 

Sweden buys more Archer truck-mounted artillery to boost defense - Sweden has signed a contract with BAE 

Systems Bofors for another 24 Archer truck-mounted howitzer systems to 

equip the additional artillery battalion that is to be set up in line with the 

Swedish Total Defense Strategy 2021-25. 

 Mikael Frisell, head of Swedish Defense Materiel Administration FMV, and Lena Gillström, Managing Director, BAE 

Systems Bofors, signed the Letter of Intent here at the Eurosatory show in Paris. “We look forward to being part of the 

development of increased artillery capability for the nation,” Gillström said at the signing ceremony on June 15. 

 The procurement is “part of the commitment for enhanced artillery capability,” Mikael Take, Bofors program manager, 

told Breaking Defense, adding that in Sweden “there is significant concern with what is going on in Ukraine.” 

Sweden has already fielded 48 of the systems since the first was delivered in September 2015. Each is mounted on a 

Volvo A30 6×6 articulated hauler “chosen at the time for its off-road capability,” Take explained. The next 24, however, 
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will be mounted on a Rheinmetall MAN Military (RMMV) HX2 8×8 chassis “which is a faster vehicle for on-road mobility,” 

Take said. The vehicle has a top speed of 56 mph and a cruising range of 500 miles. 

Belgium, Lithuania to buy French-made Caesar artillery system - Belgium and Lithuania have both fallen for 

Caesar’s charms, opting to buy the French-made truck-mounted 155mm artillery system for their armies, according to 

official statements issued by their respective 

governments. 

 The French Procurement Agency (DGA) on Monday 

formally ordered nine Caesar Mark IIs from defense 

firms Nexter and Arquus on behalf of Belgium, which 

had agreed to buy them in a government-to-

government document signed on May 13, 2022, by 

Belgian Defense Minister Ludivine Dedonder and her 

French counterpart at the time Florence Parly (since 

replaced by Sebastian Lecornu). 

The Belgian Army should receive its Caesars by 2027. The €62 million ($64.5 million) contract includes everything 

necessary to operate the guns and is another move into strengthening the interoperability between the Belgian and 

French armies. 

Lithuania’s defense minister, Arvydas Anušauskas, signed a letter of intent on Monday with Lecornu to procure 18 Caesars 

for his own country and to join the development program of the new generation Caesar MkII. 

“The war in Ukraine has shown that the strengthening of the indirect fire capability is necessary, therefore the provision 

of this capability to the Lithuanian army is vital for us,” Anušauskas said in a statement. He added that “the acquisition 

of the new generation artillery system Caesar Mark II in France will be the largest project of the Lithuanian Armed Forces 

with France in history, which will significantly strengthen the defense capabilities of the Lithuanian Armed Forces.” 

Johnson, in Kyiv, says Russian forces “taking heavy casualties,” promises “the strategic endurance that 

you will need.” – Boris Johnson says Britain will give Ukraine the “strategic endurance” to prevail against Russia’s 

invasion and that it will continue to intensify sanctions against Russia. 

He also pledges to work with Kyiv to free up grain for export via the Black Sea, which he describes as being “held hostage” 

by Vladimir Putin. He said:  

“We’re going to work together to liberate the grain, which is being held hostage right now by Putin, 

depriving people around the world of the food that they need.”” But we’ve got to face the fact that only a 

couple of hours away, a barbaric assault continues on entirely innocent people, towns and villages are 

being reduced to rubble.” 

He says there has been continued evidence of the deliberate targeting of civilians and “what is unquestionably a war 

crime.” 

Johnson says he “completely understands” why Zelenskyy and his people “can make no compromise with Putin.” 

“All the evidence” shows that Russian forces are suffering “acute pressure” and “taking heavy casualties,” he says, 

describing the Russian expenditure on weaponry and munitions as “colossal.” 

Despite this, after 114 days of attack, “they have still not achieved the objectives they set out for the first week”, Johnson 

says. 
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Putin 

'Nothing Will Be As It Used To Be': Putin Defends Invasion Of Ukraine, Lashes Out At West In Combative 

Speech - Putin accused the West of colonial arrogance and said its sanctions "blitzkrieg" against his country has failed 

in his latest tirade against the United States and Europe. 

Addressing the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum today -- a showcase event being held this year with almost 

no Western participation -- Putin defended his country’s invasion of Ukraine, which many in the United States and Europe 

say is akin to the colonization wars of past centuries. 

Putin baselessly claimed that the main aim of the unprovoked invasion was to defend "our" people in the largely Russian-

speaking Donbas region of eastern Ukraine -- a justification that Kyiv and the West dismiss as a baseless pretext for his 

imperialist ambitions. 

Days before the economic forum, Putin had likened himself to 17th-century Czar Peter the Great, who expanded the 

Russian empire following the defeat of Sweden in 1709. 

Putin claimed Russia was “forced” to invade Ukraine and said he would push ahead with the 4-month-old war despite 

facing fierce resistance by Ukrainian forces and significant losses of men and equipment. 

The Russian president lashed out at the United States for its role in global affairs, saying Washington considers itself 

"God's emissary on Earth.” 

The very fact that he is making such claims points to a defensive position. He is suffering huge battlefield losses, the 

extent of which should shortly become evident as either he returns the bodies of those who fell in battle or explains to 

their families where they are – as their 1-year conscription terms expired some months ago. 

A tough sell, hence, the defensive and accusatory statements coming out. 

Humanitarian 

Zelenskyy announced that Russia has freed Yuliia Paievska, a celebrated Ukrainian medic who used a body 

camera to record her work in Mariupol while the port city was under Russian siege. Paievska, known in Ukraine as Taira, 

got the clips to an Associated Press team on March 15, the day before she was captured by Russian troops. Zelenskyy 

said Paievska is “already home.” He said Ukraine will continue working to free all those held by the Russians. 

Geopolitics 

Brussels' Decision To Open Up The EU To Ukraine, Moldova, And Georgia Is Symbolic, But Also Historic - 
Both the words "historic" and "symbolic" are appropriate when considering the June 17 decision by the European 

Commission to recommend that Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia be given a "European perspective" -- in other words, 

announcing for the first time ever that the trio of countries can become European Union members in the future. 

With Ukraine and Moldova, the commission went even further, recommending that the two countries be granted 

European Union candidate status, a first step in the long process of accession. 

The decision was "historic" because -- before Russia attacked Ukraine on February 24, spurring a war that has killed tens 

of thousands of people and devastated towns and cities -- this was seen as a political impossibility. 

The commission's decision was also highly symbolic. It doesn't mean anything concretely, nor will it immediately change 

the situation on the ground in any of the countries, most crucially in war-torn Ukraine. Bombs will not cease raining down 
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on the Donbas. In all three countries, an untold amount of difficult political and economic reforms lay ahead, and 

corruption is still pervasive as ever. 

Notably, Brussels has separated the three former members of the Soviet Union, splitting them into two distinct groups. 

The European Commission has recommended that Ukraine and Moldova be granted candidate status and then fulfill 

certain conditions before moving along their respective accession paths. But for Georgia, conditions must first be met 

before its candidate status can even be considered. 

China's wavering position on Russia's invasion of Ukraine threatens its legacy at home and abroad - Since 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022, China’s official government position continues to shift, with its actions 

often incongruous with its rhetoric. China abstained from the UN resolutions condemning Russian aggression, blamed 

NATO for provoking the conflict, and continues to amplify Russian conspiracy theories. Simultaneously, the foreign 

ministry maintains calls for peaceful negotiations and rejects any form of third party interventions including economic 

sanctions or military assistance. 

While China has been Russia’s largest trading partner for the last 10 years, last year the country also became the largest 

importer of Ukrainian goods, primarily iron ore and corn. As a nation heavily dependent on foreign energy and food, 

small miscalculations could jeopardize the domestic livelihood of millions. Regionally, the majority of nations along the 

Belt and Road project depend, at least in part, on Ukraine and Russia for wheat, barley, maize, rapeseed oil, and sunflower 

oil. Russia is also the world's largest exporter of nitrogen fertilizer. Continued regional unpredictability could seriously 

destabilize China’s sphere of influence across Central Asia.  

That being said, Beijing has had trouble balancing the perceptions and interests of Eastern Europe. In the past, the 

Chinese government has used economic pressure on Lithuania to force its position. While Beijing has invested more than 

USD 129 billion into Eastern Europe since 2009, its continued justification of Russian “special operations” is turning 

Ukrainians even more decisively towards Europe and the United States. China’s diplomatic staff have attempted to walk 

a fine line by not antagonizing anyone, often failing everyone. 

Walking a geopolitical tightrope  

Beijing's official policy has remained ambiguously in support of the Russian cause, but against its consequences. Chinese 

media does not refer to the conflict as a war, primarily referencing the Kremlin’s definition of “special operations.” 

Chinese foreign embassies have widely shared the Kremlin’s statements on the Bucha Massacre, inferring both foreign 

and Ukrainian interference. China’s Foreign Ministry has also echoed Russia’s unsupported claims that the United States 

was developing bioweapons in Kyiv. 

China’s state sponsored media has placed considerable blame for the conflict on NATO and the United States. Zhao Lijian 

noted that Russia was left no choice, because “As the culprit and leading instigator of the Ukraine crisis, the U.S. has led 

NATO to engage in five rounds of eastward expansion in the last two decades after 1999.” During the 2022 Winter 

Olympics, Russia and China released a joint statement, affirming that “The sides oppose further enlargement of NATO 

and call on the North Atlantic Alliance to abandon its ideologized cold war approaches.” 

On the other side, Chinese voices have reverberated from within Ukraine. Wang Jixian, who has been covered by Global 

Voices in the past, is a 37-year old programmer and has been working in Odessa since July 2021. On February 24, Wang 

started uploading short video blogs via WeChat and YouTube. Wang has also refused to relocate to Belarus because of 

its complicity in the armed conflict and has continued to report on the damages of the Russian invasion.  

Wang has not been spared criticism at home. Online commenters have claimed he was working for foreign powers as a 

paid actor, and some requested he be extradited and tried in China. Wang has stated he has been attacked on both 
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fronts, by Russian soldiers on one side and Chinese propagandists on the other. He often punctuates his video diaries 

with the words “We’ve made it through another day.” 

As the situation develops and alliances shift, it becomes increasingly more difficult to distinguish the line between China’s 

domestic and international rhetoric, from its military and economic strategy, or its moral and ethical attitudes. On March 

12, Wang posted a video directed at Chinese media critics:  

Who are you? What are you afraid of? Why are you so scared of me being able to speak? I do not utter 

any threats; I don’t advocate murder. All I do is make a plea for people to respect life and end this war. 

Why are you so afraid of people knowing what’s really going on? We don’t have nuclear weapons; we 

don’t have any guns. Why do you only want the voices that advocate murder to be heard? 

 


