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Conflict Update # 157 

August 20th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses ς No update from yesterdayΩs numbers released as yet. 

Key takeaways 

Russian occupation officials in Crimea 
reported another drone attack on the 

Russian Black Sea Fleet Headquarters in 

Sevastopol and are likely considering 

strengthening security on the peninsula. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

assaults across the Eastern Axis. 

Russian forces attempted limited, failed 

assaults north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces failed to advance after 

several assaults northwest of Kherson City 

and east of Mykolaiv City. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike 

Russian ammunition depots and positions in 

Kherson and Zaporizhia Oblasts. 

Russian and proxy forces are continuing 

mobilization efforts, including forced 

mobilization in occupied territories and 

advertising campaigns. 

Russian occupation authorities 
continued coercive measures to force civilian 

cooperation with the occupation 

administrations. 

Conditions in occupied territories 

continued to deteriorate, indicating 

ineffective governance. 
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Subordinate main effortτsouthern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces continued to launch 

unsuccessful assaults southwest of Izyum on 

August 20. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully 

attempted to advance to Novo Dmytrivka, 

Virnopillya, and Kurulka, approximately 25 

km southwest of Izyum. Geolocated footage 

showed Ukrainian forces striking Russian 

military equipment approximately 12 km 

northeast of Novo Dmytrivka on an 

unspecified date. Russian forces also 

continued to shell Asiivka, Husarivka, Chepil, 

and Protopopivka northwest of Izyum and 

launched an airstrike on Zalyman on the 

Kharkiv City-Izyum line. 

Russian forces attempted several 

unsuccessful ground assaults on Siversk from 

the southeast on August 20. UGS reported 

that Russian forces launched unsuccessful 

offensive operations from Spirne to Ivano-

Daryivka and from Mykolaivka to Vyimka, all 

southeast of Siversk. They also launched an 

airstrike on Ivano-Daryivka and shelled 

settlements around Siversk. UGS reported 

that Russian forces fired artillery near 

Pryshyb and Rozolivka, on the western bank 

of Siverskyi Donets River and just south of 

Sviatohirsk. ISW previously reported that 

Russian milbloggers recessed Russian 

territorial control from Pryshyb on their 

maps. 

Russian forces continued to focus on advancing northeast and south of Bakhmut on August 20 but did not make 

territorial gains in the area. UGS reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked Bakhmut, Soledar, and 

Bakhmutske (northeast of Bakhmut).  

Russian forces reportedly failed to advance to Zaytseve and Kodema, approximately 9 and 13 kilometers southeast of 

Bakhmut, respectively. Russian forces also conducted unsuccessful attacks in the direction of Horlivka-Mayorsk, about 

21 km due southwest of Bakhmut. ¢ƘŜ 5ƻƴŜǘǎƪ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ό5bwύ aƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5bw άYŀƭƳƛƻǳǎέ 

Brigade is supporting Russian forces advancing north of Horlivka with artillery fire but did not make any territorial 

claims. The Dbw aƛƭƛǘƛŀ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5bwΩǎ оǊŘ .ǊƛƎŀŘŜ ǎŜƛȊŜŘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ½ŀȅǘǎŜǾŜΣ ōǳǘ L{² 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ 5bwΩǎ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ The UK Defense Ministry noted that Russian forces have approached the 

outskirts of Bakhmut but have not ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ .ŀƪƘƳǳǘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
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Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

attacks northwest and west of Donetsk 

City on August 20. UGS stated that 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful 

assaults on Opytne, Pisky, and 

Pervomaiske, all northwest of Donetsk 

City. 5ŜǇǳǘȅ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5bwΩǎ мǎǘ 

Army Corps Eduard Basurin claimed that 

Russian forces are fighting for 

Krasnohorivka and Tonenke, 19 km west 

and 18 km northwest of Donetsk City, 

respectively. Geolocated footage also 

showed Ukrainian forces striking an 

advancing Russian unit in the southern 

part of Mariinka, about 22 km west of 

Donetsk City. Geolocated footage also 

showed that Russian forces are 

attempting to advance to Mariinka from 

its northeastern outskirts. 

Russian forces continued fighting near the 

Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast administrative 

border on August 20. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian forces 

carried out failed assaults on Zolota Nyva, 

about 20 km east of the Donetsk-

Zaporizhia Oblast administrative border 

but were unsuccessful and withdrew. 

Supporting effort #1τKharkiv City - 
Russian forces attempted limited ground 

assaults north of Kharkiv City on August 

20, all of which failed. Official Ukrainian 

sources reported that Russian forces 

attempted assaults northeast of Kharkiv 

City near Borshchova but failed and 

retreated.  

The Derhachi City Council reported that 

Russian forces also conducted a failed assault on Pytomnyk, north of Kharkiv City. Geolocated footage published on 

August 18 shows Russian forces operating around Dementiivka, indicating that Russian forces have only made marginal 

territorial gains toward Dementiivka north of Kharkiv City despite prolonged efforts to seize the settlement. UGS 

reported that Russian forces conducted airstrikes near Ruski Tyshky north of Kharkiv City and Zolochiv northwest of 

Kharkiv City.  

Ukrainian Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that Russian forces conducted missile strikes 

on Kharkiv City and throughout Kharkiv Oblast overnight on August 19-20, damaging critical infrastructure. Russian 

forces continued shelling Kharkiv City and surrounding settlements. 


