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Conflict Update # 157 

August 20th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – No update from yesterday’s numbers released as yet. 

Key takeaways 

Russian occupation officials in Crimea 
reported another drone attack on the 

Russian Black Sea Fleet Headquarters in 

Sevastopol and are likely considering 

strengthening security on the peninsula. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

assaults across the Eastern Axis. 

Russian forces attempted limited, failed 

assaults north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces failed to advance after 

several assaults northwest of Kherson City 

and east of Mykolaiv City. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike 

Russian ammunition depots and positions in 

Kherson and Zaporizhia Oblasts. 

Russian and proxy forces are continuing 

mobilization efforts, including forced 

mobilization in occupied territories and 

advertising campaigns. 

Russian occupation authorities 
continued coercive measures to force civilian 

cooperation with the occupation 

administrations. 

Conditions in occupied territories 

continued to deteriorate, indicating 

ineffective governance. 
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Subordinate main effort—southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces continued to launch 

unsuccessful assaults southwest of Izyum on 

August 20. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully 

attempted to advance to Novo Dmytrivka, 

Virnopillya, and Kurulka, approximately 25 

km southwest of Izyum. Geolocated footage 

showed Ukrainian forces striking Russian 

military equipment approximately 12 km 

northeast of Novo Dmytrivka on an 

unspecified date. Russian forces also 

continued to shell Asiivka, Husarivka, Chepil, 

and Protopopivka northwest of Izyum and 

launched an airstrike on Zalyman on the 

Kharkiv City-Izyum line. 

Russian forces attempted several 

unsuccessful ground assaults on Siversk from 

the southeast on August 20. UGS reported 

that Russian forces launched unsuccessful 

offensive operations from Spirne to Ivano-

Daryivka and from Mykolaivka to Vyimka, all 

southeast of Siversk. They also launched an 

airstrike on Ivano-Daryivka and shelled 

settlements around Siversk. UGS reported 

that Russian forces fired artillery near 

Pryshyb and Rozolivka, on the western bank 

of Siverskyi Donets River and just south of 

Sviatohirsk. ISW previously reported that 

Russian milbloggers recessed Russian 

territorial control from Pryshyb on their 

maps. 

Russian forces continued to focus on advancing northeast and south of Bakhmut on August 20 but did not make 

territorial gains in the area. UGS reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked Bakhmut, Soledar, and 

Bakhmutske (northeast of Bakhmut).  

Russian forces reportedly failed to advance to Zaytseve and Kodema, approximately 9 and 13 kilometers southeast of 

Bakhmut, respectively. Russian forces also conducted unsuccessful attacks in the direction of Horlivka-Mayorsk, about 

21 km due southwest of Bakhmut. The Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Militia claimed that the DNR “Kalmious” 

Brigade is supporting Russian forces advancing north of Horlivka with artillery fire but did not make any territorial 

claims. The DNR Militia also claimed that the DNR’s 3rd Brigade seized Ukrainian positions around Zaytseve, but ISW 

cannot independently verify the DNR’s claims. The UK Defense Ministry noted that Russian forces have approached the 

outskirts of Bakhmut but have not broken into Bakhmut’s defensive areas. 
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Russian forces conducted unsuccessful 

attacks northwest and west of Donetsk 

City on August 20. UGS stated that 

Russian forces launched unsuccessful 

assaults on Opytne, Pisky, and 

Pervomaiske, all northwest of Donetsk 

City. Deputy Commander of the DNR’s 1st 

Army Corps Eduard Basurin claimed that 

Russian forces are fighting for 

Krasnohorivka and Tonenke, 19 km west 

and 18 km northwest of Donetsk City, 

respectively. Geolocated footage also 

showed Ukrainian forces striking an 

advancing Russian unit in the southern 

part of Mariinka, about 22 km west of 

Donetsk City. Geolocated footage also 

showed that Russian forces are 

attempting to advance to Mariinka from 

its northeastern outskirts. 

Russian forces continued fighting near the 

Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast administrative 

border on August 20. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian forces 

carried out failed assaults on Zolota Nyva, 

about 20 km east of the Donetsk-

Zaporizhia Oblast administrative border 

but were unsuccessful and withdrew. 

Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - 

Russian forces attempted limited ground 

assaults north of Kharkiv City on August 

20, all of which failed. Official Ukrainian 

sources reported that Russian forces 

attempted assaults northeast of Kharkiv 

City near Borshchova but failed and 

retreated.  

The Derhachi City Council reported that 

Russian forces also conducted a failed assault on Pytomnyk, north of Kharkiv City. Geolocated footage published on 

August 18 shows Russian forces operating around Dementiivka, indicating that Russian forces have only made marginal 

territorial gains toward Dementiivka north of Kharkiv City despite prolonged efforts to seize the settlement. UGS 

reported that Russian forces conducted airstrikes near Ruski Tyshky north of Kharkiv City and Zolochiv northwest of 

Kharkiv City.  

Ukrainian Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that Russian forces conducted missile strikes 

on Kharkiv City and throughout Kharkiv Oblast overnight on August 19-20, damaging critical infrastructure. Russian 

forces continued shelling Kharkiv City and surrounding settlements. 
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Supporting effort #2—southern axis -

Russian forces launched several assaults 

northwest of Kherson City and east of 

Mykolaiv City on August 20. Ukrainian 

military officials reported that a Russian 

platoon unsuccessfully attempted to advance 

to Tavriiske, about 38 km northwest of 

Kherson City. Two Russian amphibious 

assault detachments also failed to advance to 

Partyzanske, approximately 44 km east of 

Mykolaiv City along the T1508 highway that 

goes to the Russian strongpoint in Snihurivka. 

Geolocated footage also showed a small 

Ukrainian detachment raid an unspecified 

building in northern Snihurivka on an 

unspecified date, which could indicate that 

Russian positions shifted south within the 

settlement. Ukrainian officials reported that 

Russian forces launched an Iskander missile 

at Voznesensk (about 81 km northwest of 

Mykolaiv City) hitting a residential building 

and continued striking Mykolaiv City with S-

300 missiles. 

Russian occupation authorities again accused 

Ukraine of shelling the Zaporizhia Nuclear 

Power Plant (ZNPP), while their forces 

continued to shell settlements in 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast across the Dnipro 

River. Russian-backed Zaporizhia Oblast 

Military-Civilian Administration Head Vladimir Rogov claimed that Ukrainian forces shelled in the vicinity of one of the 

administrative buildings at ZNPP using Western-provided military equipment on August 20. ISW cannot independently 

verify if shelling occurred on August 20.  

Editor and correspondent for NPR Science Geoff Brumfiel concluded that available satellite imagery from August 19 will 

not suffice to make assessments of whether or not shelling occurred without footage from the ground. Russian 

occupation authorities have control of the narrative given that they have access to the occupied ZNPP and have notably 

failed to present clear evidence to support their claims. Ukrainian local officials reported that Russian forces continued 

to fire Grad multiple launch rocket system (MLRS) rockets at Marhanets and tube artillery at Nikopol. Ukrainian forces 

also shot down four Russian Kalibr cruise missiles over Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian ammunition depots and positions in Kherson and Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Advisor to the Kherson Oblast Administration Serhiy Khlan reported explosions in Chornobaivka (about 7 km northwest 

of Kherson City), and social media footage showed three distinct smoke columns reportedly at the Chornobaivka 

airfield. Khlan also reported that there were two Ukrainian strikes on unspecified targets near Nova Kakhovka and 

Beryslav on August 19.  
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The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian aviation launched 11 airstrikes on Russian 

positions along the line of contact in Kherson Oblast. Geolocated footage showed Ukrainian artillery striking Russian 

military equipment in northwestern Kherson Oblast. Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated that Ukrainian forces struck 

a Russian military base in Melitopol, noting that Russian forces did not intercept the missile because the main part of 

the Russian air-defense units has redeployed from Melitopol to Kherson Oblast. Fedorov added that Russian forces 

fired a missile at Melitopol from the southern direction as a response to Ukrainian strikes against Russian military 

objects, although there is no evidence to support this assertion. Kremlin-sponsored media claimed that Russian air-

defense systems activated overnight and accused Ukrainian forces of striking civilian infrastructure. Social media 

footage shows reported explosions in Melitopol, but the point of impact is unclear from the footage. 

Russian forces remain unable to restore a bridge crossing over the Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast. A Russian military 

correspondent showed the severe damage to the Kakhovka Bridge that Ukrainian strikes have caused and claimed that 

Russians used the bridge as an alternative route for “humanitarian help” after Ukrainian strikes against the Antonivsky 

Bridge. The military correspondent claimed that the bridge is reparable and partially operational, but Khlan stated that 

Russian repair efforts have been failing in recent days. 

Mobilization and force generation efforts - Russian proxy republics in Donbas are continuing covert mobilization 

efforts but are struggling to generate sufficient manpower to create combat-ready units. Ukraine’s Resistance Center 

reported that Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) authorities are actively tracking down eligible men for military service, 

including by exchanging food for information on the whereabouts of eligible men and searching for eligible men near 

schools and kindergartens. Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai claimed that LNR authorities 

are even mobilizing men with chronic illnesses due to a shortage of eligible men. Ukraine’s Resistance Center reported 

that the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) and LNR are sending mobilized men to the front lines without adequate 

ammunition and equipment and called on civilians to flee territories under occupation or under risk of occupation to 

avoid mobilization. Deputy Military Commissar of LNR Alexei Kurchenko denied reports of forced mobilization and 

claimed that LNR is recruiting volunteers for contract service. 

Russian and occupation authorities continue relentless advertising campaigns to recruit for contract volunteer military 

service. The Yekaterinburg military selection center reportedly placed advertisements at bus stops for four-to-twelve-

month military contracts with 200,000-ruble ($3,361) monthly salaries. A local Yekaterinburg outlet also reported on 

August 18 that a billboard advertising for “Orkestr W” appeared in the city and that the listed phone number is 

connected to Wagner Group. The Ukrainian Mariupol City Administration posted screenshots on August 20 of text 

messages to Mariupol residents advertising Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) military contracts, reportedly offering 

200,000-300,000-ruble ($3,361-5,042) monthly salaries. 

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov announced the formation of a second police regiment for the protection of oil 

and gas facilities in the Chechen Republic. Rosgvardia North Caucasian District Commander Lieutenant General Alibek 

Delimkhanov stated that this new police regiment will have 2,000 personnel and that over 600 candidates have already 

applied. Kadyrov stated that Chechen authorities have reorganized both police regiments to be combat-ready. Kadyrov 

stated that having a new, combat-ready police regiment will expand Chechen forces’ ability to protect critical 

infrastructure in Chechnya. 

Russia loses 50% of warplane capacity in Crimea as Ukraine chips away at key logistics hub - Russia 

appears to have lost half of the capability of its Black Sea Fleet combat aircraft due to explosions on the occupied 

Crimean Peninsula earlier this month that already demonstrate new vulnerabilities in what Moscow previously 

considered safe havens. Ukraine has claimed responsibility for the strike. 

The Crimean Peninsula serves as a key logistics and command hub for the Kremlin, with a land bridge from the Russian 

mainland providing significant access for it to move material and troops into the conflict zone. 
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It also appears to be a new focus of the Ukrainian military’s objectives. The Aug. 9 explosions came shortly before 

similar attacks on an airfield and an ammunition depot there this week that appear to be the result of sabotage 

operations by elite Ukrainian commandos. 

Where to now? With Ukrainian strikes against Russian arms depots, supply lines, transportation routes and 

command centers, and Russian advancement seemingly stopped, analyses show that (i) Ukraine is softening their 

enemy for attack and (ii) the enemy cannot repel Ukrainian strikes. 

With winter fast approaching – December – the side making the most progress will gain an upper hand. NATO and the 

US are thus fast moving to bolster Ukrainian capabilities with additional weaponry, capable of longer range fire, and 

huge amounts of shells and missiles. 

This is to support a Ukrainian counter offensive in southern Ukraine against Russian-occupied territories such as 

Kherson oblast and Crimea. 

Whilst Ukraine, as mentioned above, has softened Russian defenses and capabilities and systematically destroyed their 

supply lines and offensive abilities, they are still not in an unassailable position to strike forward and advance into these 

territories. They need further assistance – which is what is now happening. 

We can expect to see massive amounts of support and additional weapons systems reach the Ukraine shortly, together 

with replenishment of shells, missiles and projectiles. We should also see more HIMARS, and new launching systems 

reach them shortly. 

Russia though will surely seek to annex these territories in search of a declaration of success to their wider homeland 

audience. Anything short of this is tantamount to a defeat, and Russians have long been convinced of their superiority 

on the battlefield and against smaller states, after having attacked and bombarded countries such as Georgia and Syria, 

into submission. 

Confronting Putin as well is the reality of an enlarged NATO with admission of Finland and Sweden shortly to be 

consummated. Sweden and Russia have a long history of turmoil and Peter the Great, who Putin models himself on, 

was intimately engaged in conflicts between the countries. 

“I spent four years, my term, trying to persuade Sweden and Finland to join NATO,” former NATO secretary-general 

Lord George Robertson said this summer. “Vladimir Putin managed it in four weeks.” 

Russia in recent years has been “rearming up in the north, with advanced nuclear weapons, hypersonic missiles and 

multiple bases,” NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said this month. “Russia’s threats, and Russia’s military 

build-up, mean that NATO is strengthening its presence in the north.′ 

Finland and Sweden would bring a lot to that mix. 

Comment – as previously reported in our War Updates, Russia has been commissioning nuclear ice breaking vessels at 

breakneck speed over the past 10 to 15 years. They now have more of these ships than the rest of the world combined 

– the question is “Why?” 

Ukraine strikes Dzhankoy in Crimea – Ukraine struck  Dzhankoy in Crimea, destroying an arms depot and taking 

out 8 x S400, 3 x S300 and 5 Pantsir S1 antiaircraft systems as well as 440 transport launcher containers. Russian forces 

have been using these to launch projectiles into Ukraine. 

Russian supply lines – Ukraine has advised that they can now reach all Russian supply lines across occupied southern 

Ukraine. This has spooked Russian  military and vacationers across Crimea. 
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Russian closes bridge out of Crimea – Russians on holiday in the Crimean peninsula have been fleeing and 

evacuating Crimea in panic after ongoing Ukrainian strikes. 

The Kremlin has closed the main bridge from Crimea to Russia intermittently, as they believe fleeing Russians, with 

first-hand experience and knowledge of Ukrainian strikes and capabilities, will spread this news across internal Russian 

social media channels.  

Due to massive social media controls, Russian civilians have experienced few realities of war, but now thousands of 

panicked Russians are on their way back home from Crimea having witnessed firsthand the massive Ukrainian strike.  

Ukrainian civilians by contrast poured out sheer elation across multiple social media platforms and experienced a joy 

they had not felt in a long time. Now Russian civilians are getting a taste of what Ukrainians have dealt with around the 

clock since February. 

Door handle breaks – Russia currently is hosting an arms Expo for prospective weapons and equipment buyers from 

around the globe. Putin stated to the audience in an address that Russian arms are leagues ahead of western units. 

Putin, Shoigu and other Russian dignitaries then proceeded to board a Russian armored vehicle as part of the opening 

ceremony, but the door handle broke off, leaving them to try and open the door from the inside of the vehicle. This 

didn’t work either and they were left standing outside the truck in embarrassment – and on international television. 

Russian geolocation folly – Russian senior military staff, including officers and high ranking members of the 

southern command structure took selfies and pictures of one another in their camp HQ, and then posted these to social 

media sites across Russia. 

But they left their geolocators on during the taking of pictures and later posting – and Ukrainian signals staff tracked 

them.  

The Russian HQ was completely destroyed together with a number of casualties killed and injured.  

Wagner Group Telegram channel – the Russian mercenary Wagner group had a Telegram channel – “Grey Zone” – 

which has 280,000 followers. They haven’t been heard from since August 13th – because Ukrainian signals folk tracked 

their messages, revered engineered them and blew up the entire transmission station, including all servers and 

connections. 

More explosions in Russian territory -  There were a number of explosions about 25 miles (40 kms) from the 

Ukrainian border with Russia along the Druzhba pipeline, conveying Urals oil to EU customers. Oil continues to flow but 

substations and operating camps were affected. Ukraine has not claimed responsibility as yet. 

Ukraine always remains aloof about explosions, strikes and attacks inside Russia proper. This is because they do not 

want to arouse the possibility of Russia using these to declare war – because Russia may term these as “invasions of 

Russian land.” 

This does not apply to Ukrainian land as currently occupied by Russian invading forces, such as Crimea and Donbas. 

These are viewed as Ukrainian and subject to attack. 

This latter position is recognized and supported by NATO and the US. The US tracks every HIMARS and Ukrainian 

weapons system of US origin on a daily basis to ensure they are not deployed against Russian “land.” 

Ukraine similarly is not foolish enough to use these weapons or push too hard – as they want to control the war theater 

as opposed to surrendering this to Russia in any escalation pushing a Russian declaration of war. 
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Anti-radiation missiles capability – When conducting a land-based artillery battle, the side with longer range 

artillery can normally withstand enemy fire at will, and generally will succeed. 

Ukrainian weapons systems right now outgun Russian systems, leaving the latter vulnerable to destruction, as has been 

witnessed over the past few months with introduction of the latest NATO and US weapons. 

Ukraine also enjoys partisan support with information coming into continually from occupied territories with precise 

geolocation data and enemy military strengths and positions. 

Russia does not have this capability, nor do they have smart weapons as does Ukraine. Thus they fire indiscriminately, 

landing “more or less” in the target area. This explains to some degree their hitting non-military targets in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian missiles and projectiles are directed through smart technology either from the chute or whilst in flight. If the 

latter and target coordinates are changed in flight, then their range is reduced. 

Ukraine also positions their launching pads far enough behind front lines so as to avoid as far as possible return fire 

from Russian tracking stations. “Shoot and Scoot” as they say. 

Russia has introduced tracking platforms to determine the source of incoming Ukrainian missiles and projectiles. They 

are then able to track and target these for interception and destruction. 

So the US has supplied Ukraine with anti-radiation missiles which can track the source of Russian radiation emissions 

when they track incoming weapons. These Ukrainian missiles then individually track the source of the radiation and 

automatically trace and target them. 

Although never publicly announced as part of US aid packages to Ukraine, AGM-88 arial launched anti-radar missiles 

have relentlessly picked off Russian radar sites throughout early August. This is known because embedded Russian 

bloggers have posted pictures on line of shrapnel recovered from destroyed radar stations that contain serial numbers 

of AGM-88 missiles. 

When affixed to a US Air Force F-16 Falcon, the AMG-88 and the pilot can “talk.” The missile’s advanced components 

search for radar outputting targets and the pilot decides if it’s a threat and launches the missile if warranted. 

Hence the increasing number of Russian anti-aircraft and anti-missile launchers being destroyed. Watch the daily 

header “Russian losses” and you can see the effect of Ukrainian  anti-radiation strikes.  

Russian missile hits residential building in Mykolaiv - A Russian missile strike in Mykolaiv hit a residential 

building this morning, injuring numerous children while new explosions were reported at Russian Black Sea fleet 

headquarters in Crimea, marking the latest battlefield activity in Ukraine. 

The projectile hit a five-story building in Voskresenske in the Mykolaiv region, where four children and five adults were 

seriously injured. One girl lost an eye because of shrapnel, said Vitaliy Kim, head of the Mykolaiv Regional Military 

Administration. 

Blasts, fresh drone attacks rock Russian-held areas far from Ukraine war front - Russia reported fresh 

Ukrainian drone attacks yesterday and last night, days after explosions erupted near military bases in Russian-held 

areas of Ukraine and Russia itself, apparent displays of Kyiv's growing ability to pummel Moscow's assets far from front 

lines. 

The latest incidents followed huge blasts last week at an air base in Russian-annexed Crimea. In a new assessment, a 

Western official said that incident had rendered half of Russia's Black Sea naval aviation force useless in a stroke. 
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Russia's RIA and Tass news agencies, citing a local official in Crimea, said it appeared Russian anti-aircraft forces had 

been in action near the western Crimean port of Yevpatoriya on Friday night. Video posted by a Russian website 

showed what appeared to be a ground-to-air missile hitting a target. Reuters was unable immediately to confirm the 

video's veracity. 

Tass cited a local official as saying Russian anti-aircraft forces knocked down six Ukrainian drones sent to attack the 

town of Nova Kakhovka, east of the city of Kherson. Ukraine says retaking Kherson is one of its main priorities. 

Separately, an official in Crimea said defences there had downed an unspecified number of drones over the city of 

Sevastopol. 

Drone attacks Sevastopol headquarters of Black Sea fleet again - A drone has again attacked Black Sea Fleet’s 

headquarters located in Sevastopol, said the region’s governor Mikhail Razvozhayev. 

The attack occurred at around 8am this morning. “The drone was dealt with by air defence [of the fleet]. The UAV was 

shot down right above the headquarters. It fell on the roof and caught fire. No damage has been achieved,” 

Razvozhayev explained. 

Russian authorities on Saturday reported shooting down Ukrainian drones in Crimea, while Ukrainian officials said 

Russian forces pressed ahead with efforts to seize one of the few cities in eastern Ukraine not already under their 

control and kept up their strikes on communities in the north and south. 

Fire at munitions depot near Ukraine border sparks Russian evacuations - A fire at a munitions depot near 

the Russian village of Timonovo has led to the evacuation of two villages in Russia’s Belgorod region on Ukraine’s 

northeastern border, an official said Friday. The blaze was the latest in a series of destructive incidents on Russian-

occupied territory in Ukraine or inside Russia itself. 

Roughly 1,100 people reside in the villages of Timonovo and Soloti, around 15 miles (25 kilometers) from the Ukrainian 

border. There were no casualties in the blaze late Thursday, Belgorod regional governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said. 

Comment – the increasing number of strikes in Russia proper, but not with HIMARS and artillery fire from Ukraine, 

perhaps speaks to a partisan support base for Ukraine in Russian areas in and around Ukrainian borders. Family groups 

straddle all these areas with differing approaches to the Russian invasion. 

An important shift in Russia-Ukraine war - Kherson Oblast in southern Ukraine is an agriculturally rich section of 

the Pontic Steppe, first documented in detail by the Roman historian Herodotus. It straddles Crimea, washed by both 

the Sea of Azov to the southeast as well as the Black Sea to the southwest. Surrounded by water, its principal city of 

Kherson is a port established on the western edge of the mouth of the Dnieper River where it empties into the Black 

Sea.  

The city serves as the western most outpost of the oblast and is separated from the rest of the region by the Dnieper. 

As the first of only two major Ukrainian cities to fall to the Russians since the beginning of their full-scale invasion on 

February 24, the other being Mariupol, it is fitting that Kherson may be on its way to liberation. 

General Zaluzhnyi, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, has proven himself the world’s first and finest 

practitioner of the hitherto theoretical military strategy of “corrosion.” Inspired by Liddell Hart’s Indirect Combat 

strategy, detailed in Analysis #20, corrosion entails denying the enemy the ability to fight how and where they want. 

Simultaneously, the enemy’s combat power is “corroded” through attrition, decapitation strikes on command-and-

control centers, disruption or destruction of supply lines, and the demoralization of soldiers. 
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Even while enduring high costs throughout June, Zaluzhnyi methodically maintained his strategy and held the apex of 

the Russian offensive in the Donbas, accomplished through a series of impeccably executed tactical withdrawals, while 

simultaneously building reinforcements for counter strokes on the flanks of the Russian occupation. 

The tactical withdrawal is a highly disciplined and difficult maneuver which involves pulling back while remaining in 

continuous contact with the Forward Line of Enemy Troops (FLET). Sufficient armaments and provisions are required by 

the defensive force to prevent the strategy from turning into a route. Among the greatest challenges in a tactical 

withdrawal however is avoiding encirclement. 

The general strategies of the tactical withdrawal, especially as it applies to corrosion, include straightening out a line of 

defense, ceding less desirable ground for more defensible positions, and forcing the enemy to attack, depleting their 

force of considerable manpower and equipment. All of the above have been expertly employed by Ukrainian forces in 

Severodonetsk and Lysychansk on the western edge of Luhansk Oblast. 

These successive withdrawals lasted from mid-March through the first days of July, and Ukrainian forces made it back 

to defensible lines in Donetsk Oblast to the west, with most of their soldiers and equipment. 

Meanwhile the tactical withdrawals cost the Russians not only momentum across the entire Donbas front, but also 

thousands and soldiers and hundreds of pieces of equipment for a relatively small piece of land. 

Although Ukrainian losses increased to unsustainable levels in Luhansk of 700 casualties per day throughput most of 

June, holding the line and enduring those sacrifices proved essential for the maintenance of corrosion. The arrival of 

the HIMARS in late June relieved much of the suffering on the front lines by reaching miles behind the front line and 

destroying over 200 essential Russian logistics sites.  

These include ammunition depots, command-and-control centers, anti-aircraft batteries, transportation and supply 

routes. Yet another added benefit to the HIMARS is their success degraded Russian combat power sufficiently that an 

opportunity for a counter offensive opened. 

That counter offensive is already underway in Kherson.  

A highly strategic region for Ukraine, Kherson Oblast is home to multiple ports, power plants, industrial cities and 

hundreds of square miles of fertile agricultural soil. The most valuable of these ports is Kherson at the mouth of the 

Dnieper, since its waters empties directly into the Black Sea. 

Ukraine is under a certain amount of pressure to move forward with this counter offensive for multiple reasons. First, 

they need to demonstrate that the billions of dollars of western military aid they have graciously received can 

reconquer territory, and not just hold defensive lines. The success or failure of this demonstration will likely be 

instrumental in maintaining the long-term flow of such support. 

Second, but no less important, is public knowledge that Russia is in a rush to hold a sham referendum, as early as 

September, to formally annex newly occupied Ukrainian lands into the Russian Federation. Such a step could further 

complicate the counter offensive, as Russia would classify Ukraine’s liberation of their own land as an invasion of 

“Russia.” 

The beginning of the Ukrainian counter offensive in Kherson Oblast was detailed in Analysis #20. On May 31 Ukrainian 

forces established a bridgehead over the Inhulets River, a tributary of the Dnieper, at Davydiv Bird and began pushing 

southeast. Since that time the Ukrainian General Staff has reinforced and stabilized a Forward Edge of Battle Area 

(FEBA) for the counter offensive. 

The establishment of the FEBA is an important part of any offensive as it identifies the area that will be attacked, 

assesses the geography, and determines the supplies, weaponry and appropriate combined arms units needed for the 
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success of the operation. For the counter offensive in Kherson, the FEBA appears to be contained between two 

waterways.  

This stretches from the village of Oleksandrivka on the mouth of the River Buh which lay south of Mykolaiv city and 

west of Kherson. It then bends northeast to the village of Osokorivka the western bank of the Dnieper which resides on 

the northern tip of Kherson Oblast. 

The liberation of Kherson city is likely the first objective for the Ukrainians, as it is not only an important city, but also 

the most vulnerable to attack with its exposed location west of the Dnieper. Garrisoned there is the Russian 49th 

Combined Arms Army (CAA), made up of ten Battalion Tactical Groups of various constitutions ranging anywhere from 

infantry, armor to artillery.  

On paper this is a powerful force likely made up of roughly 10,000 troops. Their combat power however is 

questionable, as it has made precious few gains since seizing Kherson on March 2 and beaten back multiple times in its 

attempted advances on Mykolaiv. Combined with other BTGs on the “wrong side of the river,” it is estimated that 

between 20,000 and 25,000 troops are north of the River Dnipro. Russia extracted its senior staff out of this area, but 

have left their troops there, exposed to capture. 

Three major bridges span waterways and connect Kherson city with Kherson Oblast to the east. These include the 

Antonovksy Bridge ❶ over the Dnieper which leads directly into southern Kherson, a nearby railway bridge ❷ as 

well as the P-47 Highway bridge ❸ crossing the Inhulets River just north of the city. Isolating the 49th CAA and cutting 

off its 10,000 troops from the defense of Kherson Oblast is essential to the Ukrainian battleplan.  

By late July HIMARS rocket strikes made each of these bridges impassable and the Russians were forced to construct a 

pontoon bridge under the Antonovsky as well as utilize ferries to cross the Dnieper. Using human shield tactics, civilians 

ride the ferry along with Russian military personnel and vehicles to deter Ukrainian attacks. 
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Russia is clearly taking this counter offensive seriously as multiple battalion tactical groups (BTG’s) stationed in the 

Donbas are being shifted southwest into Zaphorisia and Kherson to true up defenses. As a result this has also further 

depleted Russian combat power in eastern Ukraine and hindered Russian offensive action in Donetsk. 

This redeployment of Russian troops signifies an important shift in the tactical initiative of the war. Up until this point, 

especially with Putin being the aggressor, Russia has enjoyed the convenience of choosing when and where to fight. 

Thus Russia has held, however unsuccessfully, the tactical initiative. Russia redeploying forces in response to a 

Ukrainian offensive therefore is something entirely different. This could serve as an indicator that the initiative is 

beginning to shift to Ukraine with Russia transforming over to a defensive posture to hold on to its conquests. 

HIMARS continue to rule the night with punishing strikes on Russian logistics sites further degrading their offensive or 

defensive capabilities. In the early days of August in Kherson Oblast, a Russian ammunition warehouse in Skadovsk was 

destroyed. Additionally two Russian command-and-control centers in Oleksandrivka and Blahodatne respectively were 

knocked out, and an Electronic Warfare hub in Bilyaivka was demolished. 

Even being in transit didn’t shield Russians from the HIMARS. On July 31 a Russian train bound for Kherson from the 

Donbas filled with redeploying troops and equipment was struck by a HIMARS rocket. Eighty Russian soldiers were 

killed with another 200 wounded, while the ammunition on board exploded projecting what one observer described as 

“supernova” level radiance. A smartphone video uploaded to Twitter could barely process the glow. 

Although highly significant, all HIMARS strikes to date pale in comparison to the strike Ukraine delivered to Russia’s Saki 

Air base in occupied Crimea on August 9. Carried out in broad daylight in full view of hundreds of beach bathing Russian 

vacationers, explosions rocked the airfield leaving sixty servicemen dead, one hundred wounded and massive 

destruction in its wake. Multiple ammunition warehouses and fuel storage tanks went up in smoke, huge holes were 

ripped into the tarmac, along with upwards of twenty multi-million dollar fighter aircraft either destroyed or damaged. 

Final assessments could show that August 9 was financially speaking the costliest single day loss in Russian Air Force 

history. 

Impacts 

Iraq is facing difficulties sustaining Its Russian military helicopters - Iraq’s military is reportedly facing 

significant difficulties sustaining its fleet of Russian-made military helicopters as an indirect result of Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine. The latest quarterly report by the US Defense Department’s Office of the Inspector General (OIG) on 

Operation Inherent Resolve against ISIS notes that Russian supply chain issues caused by the Ukraine war, and 

sanctions against Moscow for perpetrating it, has affected Iraq’s ability to sustain its Russian-built aircraft. 

Taiwan 

Taiwan tests live missiles as Chinese warship nears the island - A Taiwanese state-run weapons developer 

yesterday conducted a series of live-fire missile tests on Thursday and Friday as a Chinese warship sailed near the 

island's east coast, local media reported. 

The National Chung Shan Institute of Science and Technology (NCSIST) test-fired Hsiung Sheng surface-to-surface cruise 

missiles into the eastern waters of Taiwan from the Jiupeng military base in Pingtung County, according to a report by 

the official Central News Agency (CNA). 

Just hours before the test began, a Chinese guided-missile destroyer was spotted 60 kilometers (37 miles) northeast of 

Green Island, Taitung County. 
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Green Island is only over 30 kilometers (19 miles) from Taiwan's main island and, together with Orchid Island, is 

included in the "danger zone" of the projectiles which extends about 200 kilometers (124 miles) off the coast of 

Taitung. 

The Hsiung Sheng cruise missile is an improved variant of Taiwan's homegrown Hsiung Feng 2-E missile and has a 

reported range of up to 1,200 kilometers (746 miles), making it capable of striking targets in Chinese cities as far as 

Qingdao. 

Comment – Will these missiles make it to Ukraine? 

China 

China just ran into something that could be even more devastating for its supply chains than COVID-19 

lockdowns: A record heat wave - COVID-19 lockdowns in China threw a wrench into global supply chains earlier 

this year, causing shipping and production delays worldwide, and hindering economic growth. 

Now, the country is facing another major threat—and this one could be even worse for the economy. 

China has been coping with its worst heat wave in 60 years this month, with temperatures in several provinces 

routinely reaching 40°C (104°F). But one key province is experiencing the worst financial repercussions from the 

suffocating heat. 

Sichuan relies on hydropower for roughly 80% of its energy needs, and with consumers using more energy than usual 

to stay cool during the heat wave, energy supplies are running short. 

As a result, officials announced on Aug. 15 that factories in 19 cities and prefectures would be forced to close their 

doors for five days to reserve electricity for “use by the people.” 

Comment – China has enough on its plate at present than to over-extend itself in the Ukrainian conflict. Aside from 

their heat wave challenge and its shutting down of production centers in order to conserve and share energy, it has a 

growing millennial population with differing expectations, the highest apartment-owning ratio among under-30 year-

olds in the world, a disastrous real estate situation and a shrinking economy this year.  

Has China strategically over-stretched itself on BRI and Indo-Pacific? - With several countries in the Indian 

sub-continent and Africa squeezed by the Chinese Belt Road Initiative (BRI) debt trap and the Indo-Pacific rattled by 

PLA’s belligerence over the past decade, the global mood over Beijing is overall negative as President Xi Jinping along 

with his “no limits” agreement with Putin of Russia are increasingly seen as two major contributors to global instability 

by members of this global initiative. 

While only an unforeseen political catastrophe can prevent President Xi Jinping from securing his third term and 

becoming China’s eternal leader in late 2022, he is clearly in for a challenging term with the Communist nation showing 

signs of strategic over-stretch on both foreign and domestic fronts. 

Xi’s “Chinese Dream” for national rejuvenation, floated when he took over the Middle Kingdom in 2012, today faces 

serious challenges with economic downturn and growth forecasts cut, increased Covid cases leading to draconian 

lockdowns and increasingly restive population, a new heat wave restricting energy supply, and a seemingly 

unrepairable crack in its bilateral relations with the US post House Speaker Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan this month. 
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While Xi’s power projection over Taipei in the form of 

flying over 400 fighters, nuclear capable bombers and 

numerous warships in Taiwan Straits may have won him 

brownie points with his domestic audience and 

supporters of Communist Party of China (CPC) abroad, 

there is little evidence that Beijing will resort to force 

application on the breakaway Republic without paying 

huge political and economic costs. 

The increasingly youth joblessness in China accompanied 

by an interest rate cut shows that the economy is of 

serious concern to Xi and the Communist leadership.  

This was evident from the fact that Chinese Prime 

Minister Li Keqiang immediately flew to Shenzhen to 

preside over a symposium with the main leaders of the 

provincial governments with large economies on their 

economic situation. At the meeting, PM Li said the six 

economically large provinces, which account 40% of 

China’s economy, must take the lead and stabilize the 

economy and generate employment. The leadership reaction is obvious as major global investment banks have cut 

China’s growth estimates, way below the government’s target of around 5.5%, now in some estimates below 3%. 

While nationalistic Han population attention may have digressed from the real issues of endless lockdowns, a weak real 

estate market and job prospects by the Chinese war dance in Taiwan Straits, the grim reality of a looming economic 

crisis just simply cannot be wished away. 

To add to this, rejection of Chinese companies by the west and the clampdown on previously free technology transfers,  

has made life difficult for the Chinese manufacturing sector. Simply put, the US is no longer interested in dishing out 

free lunches to China and the bilateral relations appear headed for worse times. 

Containment 

US moves to bolster mobility of Ukrainian forces - The Ukrainian military's push to "hollow out" invading 

Russian forces and retake territory will soon get a boost in the form of a new $775 million security aid package from the 

US. 

The Pentagon on Friday confirmed it was readying the package, the 19th from the US in the past year, complete with 

more ammunition for Ukraine's 16 HIMARS, anti-armor systems and rounds, anti-radar missiles and mine-clearing 

capabilities. 

"These are capabilities that are enhancing the Ukrainians' mobility as they look at this very challenging environment in 

southern Ukraine in particular," a senior defense official told reporters on the condition of anonymity, under ground 

rules established by the Pentagon. 

"This continues our tradition of providing the Ukrainians what they need when they need it," the official said, adding, 

"This isn't the end." 

The heart of the latest package includes more precision ammunition for Ukraine's HIMARS, known as Guided Multiple 

Launch Rocket Systems (GMLRS), which have a range of up to about 70 kilometers. 
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US officials have repeatedly described Ukraine's ability to integrate and deploy the systems as a game changer, allowing 

the Ukrainian military to strike Russian command-and-control sites and supply depots well behind the front lines. 

"We have been seeing Ukraine employing HIMARS masterfully," the senior defense official told reporters. "This long-

range-fire capability has changed, really changed, the dynamic on the battlefield." 

The package also includes 16 105 mm Howitzers, 36,000 105 mm Howitzer rounds, 15 ScanEagle drones to aid 

Ukrainian forces with reconnaissance and targeting, and High-Speed Anti-Radiation Missiles (HARM) to be used by 

Ukrainian fighter jets to "seek and destroy Russian radars." 

Another component of the new aid package seeks to enhance Ukraine's anti-armor capabilities with 1,000 tube-

launched, optically tracked, wireless-guided missiles, known as TOW missiles, as well as 1,000 Javelin missiles and anti-

armor rifle rounds. 

The official said the US will also deliver another 50 Humvees as well as mine-clearing equipment and systems, including 

40 MaxxPro Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles, known as MRAPs. 

This latest US aid package comes just under three weeks after the Pentagon announced a $1 billion security assistance 

package for Ukraine and brings the total value of U.S. security aid to Ukraine to about $10.6 billion since January 2021. 

Still, Ukrainian officials have repeatedly called on the US and other Western countries to supply even more weapons 

systems, more quickly, including longer-range missile systems like the ATACMS (Army Tactical Missile System), which 

has a range of up to 300 kilometers. 

"We are hopeful that a political decision will be made to give us ATACMS," Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov 

told VOA's Ukrainian Service on Monday. "This would also allow us to preserve more lives of our soldiers â€” men and 

women â€” and inflict very successful damage." 

Reznikov also echoed previous Ukrainian requests for Western fighter planes and tanks. 

Comment – The US and NATO now have the ideal “testing field” in Ukraine where they can judge and test their 

weaponry against the latest Russian arms systems. 

This is similar to the Angolan war in the 70’s and 80’s where US And Israeli weapons manufacturers and developers, 

together with South African military forces, introduced and tested what later became known as “smart weapons” 

during their battles with Russian armaments manned by Angolans, Cubans and Russians. 

Despite the public anti-Apartheid position of all the players, they nonetheless used the Angolan theater to develop and 

hone their smart weapon abilities and capabilities. 

South Africa was immensely proud of what they called the “Valkyrie Sight”  where the black crosshair sight on their 

French-supplied Mirage fighter jets switched to red once locked on to an enemy aircraft. The sight was developed in 

conjunction with American and Israeli military technicians. 

Thus Ukraine provides the ideal weapons testing field for NATO and US armaments. 

Replacement of Russian Black Sea fleet commander confirmed - Vice Admiral Viktor Sokolov has confirmed 

media reports that he has taken over as commander of Russia's Black Sea Fleet after a series of setbacks. 

Sokolov said on August 19 that he had been appointed to take over the Black Sea Fleet for Igor Osipov, who was 

removed from the post earlier this week in one of the most prominent dismissals of a military official so far in Russia's 

war against Ukraine. 
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The change came after a series of explosions rocked Russian-occupied Crimea, which had previously been seen as a 

secure rear base for Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine, launched in late February. It is reported that Russia lost 50% 

of its Crimean-based air command capability in the strike. 

Osipov had been on the hot seat since April, when Russia's flagship vessel in the Black Sea Fleet, the Moskva, sank near 

Crimea. 

‘Seek and destroy’: new US aid to Ukraine targets Russian artillery - A new $775 million military aid package 

for Ukraine marks the first time the US is sending ScanEagle drones, for targeting artillery, as well as 105mm howitzers 

and anti-tank rounds for the Carl Gustaf rifle to the fight against Russia, the Pentagon announced Friday. 

The latest package of aid also includes the AGM-88 high-speed anti-radiation missile, which will allow Ukrainian forces 

to target Russian radars in the artillery-focused war. The disclosure marks the first time the Pentagon has discussed its 

provision of high-speed anti-radiation missiles to Ukraine in detail. 

“Ukraine has successfully employed these missiles. They have successfully integrated them onto Ukrainian aircraft. And 

this enables Ukraine to seek and destroy Russian radars,” a senior defense official told reporters. The Pentagon 

provided the official for comment on condition of anonymity. 

The Pentagon is sending 15 ScanEagles ― a small, long-endurance, low-altitude drone made by Insitu and used for 

reconnaissance, which is intended to help guide targeting for Ukrainian artillery. Other firsts include 16 105mm 

howitzers (with 36,000 artillery rounds) as well as 1,000, tube-launched, optically tracked anti-tank missiles for Carl 

Gustaf weapons sent by other allies. 

The aid also includes 40 mine-resistant, ambush-protected vehicles for mine-clearing, 50 Humvees and 1,000 Javelin 

anti-tank weapons. 

Comment – Once announcements of new weaponry are made, it can be reasonably assumed that Ukrainian troops 

have already been trained in use of these supplies, usually entailing these Ukrainian service members being in either 

the US, UK or other NATO country. 

Putin 

‘We realized that there’s no way we can return’: Russia’s best and brightest are leaving the country in 

record numbers - Over 3.8 million Russians have left according to the Federal Security Services’ own estimates, some 

for work or travel reasons, but many also because of Russia’s war on Ukraine.  

Other estimates put the number of people 

who left because of the war at 300,000 to 

3.8 million. The exact number is still 

unknown. A recent survey from non-

governmental organization OK Russians 

says that the average age of Russians who 

left the country after Feb. 24 is 32 years old, 

while 80% of them have a higher education 

degree. 

And as the war approaches its six month 

anniversary, the country is experiencing a 

second wave of outward migration, as 
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individuals and families who needed more time to wrap up their lives are now leaving. And although the estimates vary 

widely, this year’s mass exodus from the country is comparable to the initial emigration out of Russia when the Soviet 

Union collapsed, with 1.2 million Russians leaving in 1992 and 1993. Russia’s current, large-scale brain drain of young, 

skilled and educated citizens, will decimate sectors from journalism, to academia, and technology, experts say. 

Almost overnight, Putin’s war on Ukraine turned Russia into a global pariah and plunged the economy into chaos. 

In the first quarter of this year, the number of Russians living below the poverty line surged to 20.9 million—14.3% of 

the population, compared to 12.4 million in the last quarter of 2021, an increase of nearly 67%, according to Russia’s 

government statistics agency, which attributes the rise in poverty to inflation. Former Putin aide Andrei Illarionov told 

the BBC in April that this number could double or triple as the war continues. 

As a result, young people in Russia envision an uncertain and unstable life ahead due to the war. They’re more opposed 

to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine than other demographics groups because they don’t want war, nor to be isolated from 

the rest of the world, according to surveys and experts. 

Russia’s social, political, and economic problems, which have piled up over the years, make living in Russia an 

unattractive prospect, particularly for Millennials.  

Comment – Millennials are increasingly coming to the fore in global events and politics. Chinese Millennials own the 

highest ratio of apartments in this age group in the world, American Millennials are voting in ever-increasing numbers, 

Russian Millennials do not want this war and other members of this group want a change in the world and how it is run. 

Russians of this age are now accustomed to consumer goods and a free style of living and decision-making, Chinese are 

similarly looking to emulate western standards of living and British Millennials want increased prosperity and 

standards. 

The age of the Millennial is here, and one can see it in countries around the globe.  

Russia’s acute problem right now is that their armed forces are comprised primarily of non-Muscovite conscripts. These 

folk are the ones dying and receiving funeral services. In order to increase numbers in its forces, it needs to start 

dipping into those in and around Moscow – the Millennials – and they want nothing to do with Putin’s war. 

Once he is forced to draw from this group, and they start coming back in body bags, all hell is set to break loose in 

Russia.  

Small wonder he doesn’t want to declare war and mobilize – he will be forced to send these young men to war. 

GeoMilitary 

Why Erdogan needs Assad more than ever - Turkey’s latest air strikes on Syrian border posts and Kurdish 

positions point to another round of deadly tit-for-tat between Damascus and Ankara. Turkey’s real targets are the 

American-backed Kurdish forces, but after countless attempts to solve the problem of northeastern Syria, President 

Recep Erodgan must realize he cannot bomb his way out of this predicament. 

As he slowly but surely pulls a U-turn on all his Arab Spring policies, including recent Saudi and Emirati rapprochements, 

the time has arrived for a Syrian reset. Turkish Foreign Minister Cavusoglu’s recent meeting with his Syrian counterpart, 

Faisal Mekdad, shows that Ankara has embarked on the road back to Damascus. 

While this road is long and filled with Russian and Iranian potholes, Erdogan - facing an upcoming election that will be 

dominated by issues of terrorism, demographics and Syrian refugees - has no choice but to attempt to fix ties with 
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Damascus. But this reconciliation may have more in common with the practicalities of the 1998 Adana Agreement than 

with the chumminess of the late 2000s, when Erdogan and Syrian President al-Assad holidayed on the Mediterranean. 

While Erdogan has skillfully manoeuvred between NATO and Russia over Ukraine, he has repeatedly hit a brick wall 

with his attempted balancing act in Syria. The long-since announced, but still delayed, Turkish military offensive in 

northern Syria has begun to sound like the boy who cried wolf. 

The primary reason is that with northwestern Syria functioning as Turkey’s backyard, any fresh assault will create 

problems for Turkish proxies elsewhere. Erdogan thus has no choice but to cut a face-saving deal with Assad. 

With regards to Ukraine, Turkey has benefited from the war, with Erdogan deftly playing his usual divide-and-conquer 

diplomacy between Russia and NATO. But in Syria, the divisions are so vast that every bit of leverage that Turkey ever 

had is diminishing by the day.  

Turkey cannot claim to be fighting the Islamic State, as Washington views Turkey’s arch enemy, the Syrian Democratic 

Forces, as the main protagonists in the fight against militant terrorism. Nor can Ankara claim to act as an interlocutor 

with Damascus in the same way it did more than a decade ago. 

Turkey cannot balance the Russians out either; despite Ankara’s multi-layered relationship with Moscow, Putin will not 

abandon Assad in favour of Erdogan as Syria has been the strategic Arab ally for Moscow for more than five decades 

and currently has served as the main pivot for Russia's return to the Middle East. And after Erdogan’s latest foray back 

into Saudi and Emirati good graces, he cannot claim to support political Islam groups, causing him to lose some of the 

headway he made in 2011. 

In Syria, despite the Ukraine distraction, Russia has been active, firing at Israeli aircraft regularly to up the ante against 

any direct threat to Damascus. At the Tehran summit last month, Erdogan was warned by both Russia and Iran against 

a new Syria invasion. An Iranian-Turkish intelligence war is expanding, and neither Ankara nor Tehran would want it to 

extend to northern Syria. 

While Erdogan was unable to unite the Syrian opposition to take on the government in Damascus, his Syria policy over 

the past decade has ironically united his domestic political opponents, with opposition leaders arguing against Turkish 

operations in Syria. This has played into domestic unease and friction over a perceived Syrian takeover of Turkey. 

Considering Erdogan’s historic grievance with US President Biden over Turkey’s alleged support for terrorist groups, 

Ankara has little leverage in Washington. Brett McGurk, the longtime Middle East Czar in Washington, also has a soft 

spot for the Syrian Kurds. 

With Russia and the US both seeming to back Kurdish rapprochement with Damascus as the most palatable option, 

Ankara has no choice but to also reconcile with Damascus. The Syrian opposition can rest easy knowing that it is 

virtually impossible for Erdogan to completely abandon them in Idlib, but as the Turkish president has shown through 

his renewed contacts with previously scorned Middle Eastern leaders, there’s no reason he can’t also mend fences with 

Assad. (Middle East Eye). 

GeoPolitics 

Russia Has No Moral Right to Sit at G20, Says Britain - Russia has no moral right to sit at the Group of 20 

nations while it presses on with its invasion of Ukraine, a spokesperson for Britain's foreign ministry said on Friday. 

"Russia has no moral right to sit at the G20 while its aggression in Ukraine persists," the spokesperson said. 

"We welcome Indonesia's efforts to ensure that the impacts of Russia's war are considered in G20 meetings, as well as 

indications that Ukraine may be represented by President (Volodymyr) Zelenskiy at the G20 Leaders’ Summit." 
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Indonesia will host the summit in November and has said that Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese leader Xi 

Jinping will attend. 

Comment – Is this not an integral part of the Chinese/Russian plan for a new world order? Creating a split between 

traditional attendees is a central plank of their future policy. 

Attending and seeking to create adversity among other attendees will surely be one of the Chinese/Russian objectives. 

They are seeking to distance ASEAN, Middle Eastern and 3rd World countries from Western-controlled institutions such 

the World Bank, SWIFT and IMF. 

Injecting Putin into the middle of the US and EU attendees is a welcome opportunity to press forward with their plans 

of re-alignment. 

Not so immoral to them then. 

Finland, Sweden offer NATO an edge as rivalry warms up north - The first surprise, for the Finnish conscripts 

and officers taking part in a NATO-hosted military exercise in the Arctic this spring: the sudden roar of a US Marine 

helicopter assault force, touching down in a field right next to the Finns’ well-hidden command post. 

The second surprise: Spilling out of their field headquarters, the Finnish Signal Corps communications workers and 

others inside routed the US Marines — the 

Finns’ designated adversary in the NATO 

exercise and members of America’s 

professional and premier expeditionary 

force — in the mock firefight that followed. 

Finnish camouflage for the Arctic snow, 

scrub and scree likely had kept the 

Americans from even realizing the command 

post was there when they landed, Finnish 

commander Lt. Col. Kuoka suspected. “For 

those who years from now will doubt it,” 

Kuoka, modestly stunned by the outcome of 

the random skirmish, wrote in an infantry-

focused blog recording the outcome, of an 

episode he later confirmed for The 

Associated Press. “That actually happened.” 

As the exercise made clear, NATO’s addition 

of Finland and Sweden — what President 

Biden calls “our allies of the high north” — 

would bring military and territorial 

advantages to the Western defense alliance. 

That’s especially so as the rapid melting of 

the Arctic from climate change awakens 

strategic rivalries at the top of the world. 

In contrast to the NATO expansion of former 

Soviet states that needed big boosts in the 

decades after the Cold War, the alliance 
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would be bringing in two sophisticated militaries and, in Finland’s case, a country with a remarkable tradition of 

national defense. Both Finland and Sweden are in a region on one of Europe’s front lines and meeting places with 

Russia. 

Finland, defending against Soviet Russia’s invasion on the eve of World War II, relied on fighters on snowshoes and skis, 

expert snow and forest camouflage, and reindeers transporting weapons. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine in late February, along with his pointed reminder about the 

Kremlin’s nuclear arsenal and his repeated invocation of broad territorial claims stemming from the days of the Russian 

Empire, have galvanized current NATO nations into strengthening their collective defenses and bringing on board new 

members. 

Finland — until 1917 a grand duchy in that empire — and Sweden abandoned longtime national policies of military 

nonalignment. They applied to come under NATO’s nuclear and conventional umbrella and join what is now 30 other 

member states in a powerful mutual defense pact, stipulating that an attack on one member is an attack on all. 

Chinese population density 

Chinese population density is overwhelmingly in the east of the country, as can be seen in the map below. 

China is the most populated country in the world and its 

national population density (137/km2) is very similar to those 

of countries like Denmark (excluding Greenland) or the Czech 

Republic. However, the overall population density of China 

conceals major regional variations. In 2002, about 94% of the 

population lived east of the Heihe–Tengchong Line, which 

makes up only 43% of the total land area, which leads to much 

higher average density (about 280/km2, little less than Japan). 

Population is most sparse in the mountainous, desert, and 

grassland regions of the northwest and southwest. In Inner 

Mongolia Autonomous Region, portions are completely 

uninhabited, and only a few sections have populations denser 

than ten people per km2. The Inner Mongolia, Xinjiang, and 

Tibet autonomous regions and Qinghai and Gansu comprise 

55% of the country's land area but in 1985 contained only 5.7% of its population. 

According to the 2000 census, the TFR was 1.22 

(0.86 for cities, 1.08 for towns and 1.43 for 

villages/outposts). Beijing had the lowest TFR at 

0.67, while Guizhou had the highest at 2.19. the 

TFR for the world currently is 2.4. 

The TFR replacement rate is 2.3, and anything 

below that, such as in China, will lead to a 

reduction in overall population. 

As can be seen from the chart alongside, China’s 

birth rate is dropping and has done since around 

1960. 


