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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 83,460 (350) soldiers killed, 2,879 (+1) enemy tanks, 5,808 (4) armored  combat vehicles, 1,865 (+5) 

artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,536 

(+5) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 480 (+6) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,366 (+4) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 161 (+1) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – From the numbers above, it is apparent that Ukraine is consolidating positions along the battle 

lines from Kherson up to Luhansk. It was being reported last evening by media outlets that some breakthroughs had 

been made further north in the Lyman and Avdiyivka areas, where the majority of Russian losses reported above were 

registered, with claims also being made by the Russian MoD as well. 

What is not being reported by the Ukrainian government are the number of Russian prisoners being taken and the 

number of captured Russian mechanized equipment. Ukraine has to date never published these facts. 

Kyiv experts ‘at site of Poland blast’ - Ukrainian experts are working at the site of an explosion in Poland, where a 

missile killed two people on Tuesday, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said. 

Ukrainian experts have arrived at the scene of an explosion in Poland after a missile hit a border village that left two 

dead. Ukraine’s Minister of Defence tweeted, “Ukrainian experts are already working at the site of the tragedy in 

Przewodów caused by Russian missile terror against Ukraine. 

“I am grateful to the Polish side for granting them access. We will continue our cooperation in an open and constructive 

manner, as closest friends do.” 

NATO and Poland believe, after initial investigations, that the missile that hit Poland likely came from Ukraine’s air 

defence system. 

Russian forces conducted another massive wave of missile strikes across Ukraine on November 17 - UGS 

reported that Russian troops launched five airstrikes and 25 cruise missile strikes at civilian infrastructure objects in 

Dnipropetrovsk, Odesa, Kharkiv, Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, and Mykolaiv oblasts throughout the day.  

Ukrainian Air Force Command noted that its air defense forces destroyed four cruise missiles, five Shahed-136 drones, 

and two Kh-59 guided missiles. Russian forces conducted the largest missile attack since the start of the war on 

November 15, and as ISW has previously assessed, such missile campaigns are consuming Russia’s already depleted 

store of precision munitions. 

Russian forces in eastern Kherson Oblast are vulnerable to a Ukrainian interdiction campaign such as the one 

successfully exploited to retake western Kherson Oblast. Several major ground lines of communication (GLOCs) run 

through eastern Kherson Oblast into other Russian-controlled areas in southern Ukraine: the southern T2202 Nova 

Kakhovka-Armiansk route, the southeastern P47 Kakovkha-Henichesk route, and the M14 highway that runs eastward 
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into Melitopol, Berdyansk, and Mariupol. Geolocated satellite imagery indicates that Russian troops are establishing 

defensive positions along some of these critical GLOCs, and social media reporting indicates that Ukrainian strikes have 

already begun targeting Russian concentration areas and military assets on these routes  

The limited number of high-quality roads and railways in this area, particularly connecting Crimea to the mainland, 

creates bottlenecks vulnerable to Ukrainian interdiction efforts that would gradually degrade the Russian ability to 

continue supplying its grouping in eastern Kherson Oblast and other areas of southern Ukraine.  

ISW previously reported the targeting of similar bottlenecks along key GLOCS--not just the bridges across the Dnipro 

River--during Ukraine’s Kherson counteroffensive in late August to mid-October culminated in the Russian withdrawal 

from the west bank of Kherson Oblast to positions further south of the Dnipro River. Ukrainian forces will likely find it 

harder to achieve such dramatic effects in eastern Kherson but may be able to disrupt Russian efforts to solidify and 

hold their new defensive lines. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree changing the composition of the Russian Presidential Council 

for Civil Society and Human Rights (HRC) on November 17. 

Russian sources continued to claim that Ukrainian troops are conducting counteroffensive operations along 

the Svatove-Kreminna line. 
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Russian forces continued ground attacks around Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and southwest of Donetsk City. 

Ukrainian troops continued targeting Russian military assets and concentration areas on the east bank of 

Kherson Oblast and in the rear areas of Zaporizhia Oblast on November 17. 

Russian authorities continue to face discontented mobilized personnel and low morale on the front lines. 

Russian occupation officials continued to destroy Ukrainian culture in Russian-occupied territories. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian sources claimed Ukrainian 

forces continued counteroffensive 

operations in the directions of Svatove and 

Kreminna yesterday. The Russian MoD 

claimed its air and artillery strikes 

prevented Ukrainian forces from attacking 

in the direction of Novoselivske and 

Kolomychikha (both within 15km 

northwest of Svatove); near Makiivka, 

Ploshchanka, and Chervonopopivka (all 

within 22km northwest of Kreminna); and 

near Dibrova (5km southwest of 

Kreminna).  

UGS reported yesterday its forces also 

repelled Russian assaults within 16km 

northwest of Svatove near Stelmakhivka 

and south of Kreminna near Bilohorivka.  

Russian mibloggers claimed that Ukrainian 

forces tried to attack Russian defenses 

near Svatove and conducted offensive 

operations near Kuzemivka (13km 

northwest of Svatove) on November 16. A 

milblogger cited a BARS-13 (Russian 

Combat Reserve) commander who claimed 

that Ukrainian forces are preparing for a 

large offensive along the Orlianka-

Zatizhne-Svatove line, although ISW offers 

no assessments about future Ukrainian 

operations. 

The BARS-13 commander also claimed 

Ukrainian forces tested Russian defenses 

near Kreminna and Ukrainian operations 

south of Kreminna have created another 

active sector of the Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in Luhansk Oblast.  

Another BARS-13 source claimed fighting 
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is ongoing 12km south of Kreminna in Bilohorivka, Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian sources also claimed that Ukrainian forces struck Myrne, Zymohiria, Starobilsk, Svatove, Biloukrakyne, and 

Kadiivka in Luhansk Oblast with HIMARS rockets. Ukrainian forces will likely continue to target Russian military 

concentrations and logistics in Luhansk Oblast as the eastern Ukrainian counteroffensive progresses. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

continued to prioritize offensive 

operations in Donetsk Oblast on 

November 17. Ukrainian Deputy Chief 

of the Main Operational Directorate, 

Brigadier General Oleksiy Hromov, 

stated that the most difficult situation 

is in eastern Ukraine, where Russian 

forces are attempting to cross the 

administrative border of Donetsk 

Oblast.  

Hromov stated that there have been 

500 combat clashes between Ukrainian 

and Russian forces in Donetsk Oblast 

within the last week alone. ISW has 

previously reported that the Russian 

military is likely trying to use mobilized 

personnel and troops who were 

previously deployed on the west bank 

of Kherson Oblast to revitalize the 

Donetsk offensive but will likely 

continue to fail to achieve 

operationally significant gains. 

Russian forces yesterday continued 

offensive operations around Bakhmut. 

UGS reported its forces repelled 

Russian assaults within 34km northeast 

of Bakhmut near Verkhnokamianske 

and Soledar. 

A Russian milblogger claimed their 

forces also attacked Vesele and 

Bilhorivka to cut the road in the 

Soledar area. 

Another milblogger claimed Wagner 

Group formations southeast of Bakhmut retain control over Vesela Dolyna, Odradivka, the western outskirts of Opytne, 

and the southeastern outskirts of Bakhmut. 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area and western Donetsk Oblast on 

November 17. UGS reported its forces repelled enemy assaults within 28km southwest of Avdiivka near Nevelske, 

Marinka, and Pervomaiske.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that the 100th DNR People’s Militia established control over a stronghold on the 

southeastern outskirts of Nevelske that they claimed would allow Russian forces to control the Krasnohorivka-

Pervomaiske-Avdiivka supply road also claiming Russian forces southwest of Avdiivka are clearing the northern 

outskirts of Opytne and the eastern part of Vodiane.  

Another milblogger claimed that Russian forces attacked a Ukrainian stronghold within the city limits of Avdiivka itself. 

Russian milbloggers claimed that the developed network of Ukrainian strongholds in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area 

makes the Russian advance in the area particularly slow. The Russian MoD also claimed its forces took full control of 

the road between Pavlivka and Mykilske (47km southwest of Donetsk City).  

UGS reported Russian forces deployed 400 personnel from the Rosgvardia rapid response special forces units to 

Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast, further reporting that Russian forces continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact 

in Donetsk Oblast on November 17. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces continued to 

conduct defensive operations on the east (left) 

bank of Kherson Oblast on November 17. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command (SOC) 

reported that Russian forces are attempting to 

secure safe supply lines on the east bank and 

withdrawing further into the rear of Kherson 

Oblast to avoid Ukrainian fire damage. 

Deputy Chief of the Main Operational 

Directorate of UGS Brigadier General Hromov 

noted his control of the west (right) bank of the 

Dnipro River allows Ukrainian troops to control 

territory near the occupied Crimean Peninsula 

(presumably by fire, since Ukrainian forces are 

not yet operating on the east bank of the river), 

and that Ukrainian troops are continuing to 

target Russian positions on the east bank at 

maximum range. 

Geolocated satellite imagery from November 15 

shows Russian troops constructed additional 

defensive positions in Chkalove, a settlement 

approximately 55km south of the current Dnipro 

River frontline. 

Ukrainian troops continued targeting Russian 

military assets and concentration areas on the 

east bank of Kherson Oblast and in the rear 

areas of Zaporizhia Oblast on November 17. 



 

6 
 

Social media reports indicate that Ukrainian strikes hit Chaplynka (50km south of the Dnipro River) and Kalanchak 

(58km south of the Dnipro River).  

Footage posted by Ukrainian military sources shows Ukrainian troops striking a Russian armored personnel carrier in 

Oleshky, just south of Kherson City. A Russian media outlet additionally reported Ukrainian strikes on an administrative 

building in Nova Kakhovka. UGS reported a Ukrainian strike destroyed Russian headquarters in Melitopol, Zaporizhia 

Oblast. 

Russian forces targeted areas in Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, and Odesa oblasts during a missile strike on November 17.  

Ukraine’s SOC reported Russian forces yesterday launched air and sea-based missiles at infrastructure facilities in 

Odesa Oblast.  

Russian missiles additionally struck critical infrastructure in Dnipro City, which the Russian MoD claimed was a defense 

enterprise.  

Russian and Ukrainian sources additionally reported a Russian missile strike on infrastructure in Zaporizhzhia City and 

the Vilniansk Raion of Zaporizhia Oblast and Ochakiv, Mykolaiv Oblast. Russian sources reported that their forces shot 

down a Ukrainian drone near Feodosiia, Russian-occupied Crimea. Russian forces otherwise continued routine artillery 

strikes along the line of contact in western Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, and Kherson oblasts. 

Russian Mobilization 

Mobilization and Force Generation - Russian authorities are continuing force-generation efforts across occupied 

Ukrainian territory and the Russian Federation. UGS reported Russian officials are preparing a draft law that provides 

for the legalization of conscription for military service for Ukrainian citizens in the temporarily occupied territories who 

possess a Russian passport from the spring of 2023. UGS also reported enemy forces recruited about 650 prisoners 

from correctional institutions in the Russian Federation during the previous week and sent them for training in Rostov 

Oblast.  

A Russian source reported military registration and enlistment offices in the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Okrug will 

continue issuing summonses to all persons liable for military service, allegedly to verify information on eligibility for 

service. The Russian MoD continues to share videos of conscripted soldiers being called up for service in Murmansk 

Oblast, Khabarovsk Krai,  Saint Petersburg, Sevastopol, and Stavropol Krai as well as training in Stavropol and 

Chelyabinsk Oblast 

Multiple sources reported movement of Russian military equipment in temporarily occupied territories, presumably in 

support of incoming Russian recruits. Video footage shows them unloading heavy equipment, including tanks, off trains 

in Bilokurakyne, Luhansk Oblast. Video footage also shows Russian trucks carrying prefabricated concrete bunkers near 

Melitopol and Russian forces unloading self-propelled artillery in the Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian authorities continue to face discontented mobilized personnel and low morale on front lines. A Russian source 

reported mobilized soldiers from Novosibirsk Oblast wrote reports stating they received insufficient training and 

therefore refused to fight without further training.  

Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Defense Malyar stated in a briefing that Russian forces are experiencing an increase in 

panic and declining morale as a result of successful Ukrainian counteroffensive operations, also stating enemy forces 

are engaging in mass abuse of alcohol and in some cases, committing self-mutilation to leave front lines. Details 

continue to emerge about holding cells for deserting mobilized Russian personnel in the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts, 

with one source identifying eight such cells across the regions. 
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Nearly half of the parts that make up Iran's deadly drones are made in the U.S., the Wall Street Journal 

reported Thursday off findings from the Kyiv-based Independent Anti-Corruption Commission, or NAKO. Additionally, 

"besides Western components, there is also evidence that Chinese companies might be supplying Iran with copies of 

Western commodities to produce the combat drones," the Journal writes. And all of those findings add new pressure to 

the Commerce Department's Bureau of Industry and Security, which oversees export control enforcement for the U.S. 

Peace Talks 

The case against negotiations with Russia - Negotiations cannot end the Russian war against Ukraine; they can 

only pause it. The renewed Russian invasion in February 2022 after eight years of deadly “ceasefire” following the first 

Russian invasions of 2014 demonstrates that Putin will not rest until he has conquered Kyiv. Ukraine’s resistance to the 

invasion this year shows they will not easily surrender. The conflict is unresolvable as long as Putinism rules the 

Kremlin. Negotiations won’t change that reality. They can only create the conditions from which Putin or a Putinist 

successor will contemplate renewing the attack on Ukraine’s independence. Before pressing Ukraine to ask Russia for 

talks we must examine the terms Ukraine might offer Russia, the dangers of offering those terms, and, more 

importantly, the likelihood that Putin would accept them. 

When Putin re-invaded Ukraine in February he already had Crimea and parts of Donetsk and Luhansk, and no one was 

realistically going to take them away from him. That was not enough for him. Offering him a return to a situation so 

unsatisfactory to him that he launched a massive invasion to change is not a face-saving off-ramp. Imagine Putin sitting 

at one end of a long table and announcing proudly to the Russian people that at the cost of more than 100,000 dead 

and injured Russians and nine months or more of economic devastation he has secured…almost exactly what he had 

before. No. Putin saves no face by doing that. He would likely accept such an outcome if the military realities of the 

situation required it, but he will never regard it as an attractive off ramp. The Kremlin’s repeated refusals even to 

consider negotiations along these lines are proof enough of this conclusion. 

For Putin to justify accepting less than his maximalist aims in any sincere way he would have to show great gains—gains 

measured in the tens of thousands of square kilometers of new Ukrainian territory permanently annexed to Russia. It is 

far from clear that he would accept even that, to be sure, as the basis for any durable peace. But the West must be 

honest with itself and its people, as well as with Ukrainians. The price for “getting Putin to the table” with the frontlines 

in a configuration remotely like the one they are now in is very likely to be promising him huge swaths of Ukrainian 

land, not minor changes in diplomatic language surrounding what he has already shown that he found insufficient. 

It is also vital to recall the fire never ceased during the so-called “ceasefire” between 2014 and 2022. Russian forces 

conducted constant military attacks on Ukrainian positions throughout that period, and Putin used the Russian military 

presence in Ukraine as leverage to coerce Kyiv, demand additional concessions, and drive wedges within Ukrainian 

politics and society and between Ukraine and the West.  

Discussions about the desirability of Ukraine negotiating from a position of strength, while its forces are winning, are 

based on a mistaken premise. Ukraine has liberated nearly half the land Russia has seized since renewing its invasion in 

February 2022—meaning that Russia still has more than half the territory it illegally occupies. Ukraine has momentum 

in this conflict, but not yet the upper hand. Its negotiating position is stronger than it was when Russian forces were 

advancing on additional critical cities and regions, but not yet strong enough to have created good conditions from 

which to negotiate. 

Advocates of talks must be clear on another key point—negotiations at this stage of the conflict will not yield additional 

Russian territorial concessions. Putin has announced the formal annexation to Russia of large areas of Ukraine that he 

does not control. He might agree to a ceasefire that informally accepts that Ukraine can have those regions, but he will 

not agree to one that requires him to pull back voluntarily from lands he has claimed are now part of Russia. Not at this 
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stage of the war, as Russian reinforcements are arriving, and the West is heading into a cold winter that Putin hopes 

will break its will to continue supporting Ukraine. Putin’s actions show that he does not yet believe that he has lost this 

war, that he will lose it, or even that he will not be able to gain more land by fighting. Russian forces are even now 

leaning into a renewed offensive in Donetsk Oblast. In those conditions Putin will not make a concession that will 

appear utterly humiliating to him of retracting his announced annexations or withdrawing his troops from areas they 

currently control. A ceasefire now will freeze the lines where they are at best. 

That consideration is extremely important because Putin’s forces still occupy strategically vital areas even after 

Ukraine‘s successes in western Kherson. Russia still controls the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant—the largest in 

Europe and a major source of Ukrainian energy as well as an increasing danger to the environment in the irresponsible 

hands of the Russians. It still controls the vital hub of Melitopol, a city that sits astride essential lines of communication 

from Russia in the east to the lower Dnipro River in the west and from Ukrainian-held Zaporizhia Oblast to the north to 

Crimea in the south. If Russia retains Melitopol it will build it into a massive forward base from which to launch future 

invasions to take the critical Ukrainian cities of Zaporizhia and Dnipro and possibly to cross the Dnipro itself once again 

to put all Ukraine at risk. The current lines leave almost the entirety of Ukraine’s mineral extraction and processing 

industries in Russian hands. Those industries, concentrated in the east around Donetsk and Luhansk cities with vital 

transportation and processing links through Mariupol, comprised a sizable part of the pre-2014 Ukrainian economy.  

Giving them to Russia risks making Ukraine a permanent economic basket case dependent on the international 

community for long-term aid. These are not just miscellaneous Ukrainian territories somewhere in the east. They are 

areas Ukraine must regain to survive as an independent state facing the constant threat of renewed Russian aggression. 

Even conceding these lands would not end the war, moreover. Putin did not invade Ukraine to gain territory. He 

invaded because he rejects the idea of an independent Ukrainian state or a Ukrainian ethnicity. He attacked because he 

refuses to tolerate a government in Kyiv that is not under de facto Russian control. He has built these ideas deeply into 

his ideology and will not remove them. Putin will never stop trying to regain control of Ukraine by one means or 

another. Neither the Ukraine nor the West can change Putin’s ambitions—so they must create reality in which even 

Putin understands that he must not pursue them by war and in which he lacks the capability to continue fighting even if 

he wanted to. 

How can that reality come about? The West should help Ukraine liberate the areas that are strategically vital to its 

security and economic well-being and then build up the Ukrainian military and economy to a point that deters future 

Russian invasions. Moscow will continue to pursue means short of invasion to undermine pro-Western Ukrainian 

governments and coerce Ukrainians to surrender their independence. Success for Ukraine and the West lies in turning 

this hot war into a cold war on terms that leave Ukraine strong enough to survive and ultimately win it.  

Advocates of negotiations now might claim that this is precisely what they are doing. But they have judged their 

moment poorly. Freezing the conflict where it is now invites renewed Russian invasion sooner and badly undermines 

Ukraine’s ability to prevail in either a renewed hot war or in the new cold war.  

Allowing Russia to keep some or all the areas it currently holds also condemns millions of Ukrainians to the ongoing 

Kremlin efforts to Russify them; to identify, torture, and kill people who still give their allegiance to Kyiv; to abduct 

Ukrainian children and adopt them forcibly into Russian families; and to continue the ethnic cleansing campaign Putin is 

pursuing to eliminate the Ukrainian national identity everywhere he can. 

The current lines are thus neither defensible nor acceptable. Ukraine must push on, and the West must help Kyiv create 

conditions on the ground that are sustainable over the long term. Ukraine must first establish the military facts on the 

ground that it needs to survive and only then, with the backing of its partners, turn to Russia to codify those facts in a 

diplomatic agreement. (ISW). 
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Putin 

Where’s Putin? Leader leaves bad news on Ukraine to others - When Russia’s top military brass announced in 

a televised appearance that they were pulling troops out of the key city of Kherson in southern Ukraine, one man 

missing from the room was Putin. 

As Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and Gen. Sergei Surovikin, Russia’s chief commander in Ukraine, stiffly recited the 

reasons for the retreat in front of the cameras on Nov. 9, Putin was touring a neurological hospital in Moscow, 

watching a doctor perform brain surgery. 

Later that day, Putin spoke at another event but made no mention of the pullout from Kherson -– arguably Russia’s 

most humiliating withdrawal in Ukraine. In the days that followed, he didn’t publicly comment on the topic. 

Putin’s silence comes as Russia faces mounting setbacks in nearly nine months of fighting. The Russian leader appears 

to have delegated the delivery of bad news to others — a tactic he used during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Putin “continues to live in the old logic: This is not a war, it is a special operation, main decisions are being made by a 

small circle of ‘professionals,’ while the president is keeping his distance,” political analyst Tatyana Stanovaya wrote in 

a recent commentary. 

Putin, who was once rumored to personally supervise the military campaign in Ukraine and give battlefield orders to 

generals, appeared this week to be focused on everything but the war. 

Independent political analyst Dmitry Oreshkin attributed Putin’s silence to the fact he has built a political system akin to 

that of the Soviet Union, in which a leader – or “vozhd” in Russian, a term used to describe Josef Stalin – by definition is 

incapable of making mistakes. 

“Putin and Putin’s system … is built in a way that all defeats are blamed on someone else: enemies, traitors, a stab in 

the back, global Russophobia -– anything, really,” Oreshkin said. “So if he lost somewhere, first, it’s untrue, and second 

-– it wasn’t him.” 

Containment 

Five NATO aircraft carriers are currently operating in European waters - Five aircraft carriers from four 

different NATO member countries, including the U.S. Navy's newest supercarrier the USS Gerald R. Ford, which is on its 

first operational deployment, together with a multitude of escorts, are currently sailing in bodies of water around 

Europe. The alliance says that these simultaneous deployments have provided a valuable opportunity to demonstrate 

its procedures for coordinating disparate activities of a large number of major naval assets, just as it might do in a 

future high-end conflict. 

This all of course comes as NATO continues to maintain a heightened force posture in light of Russia's ongoing war on 

Ukraine. Now long-standing fears of the potential for that conflict to spill over into neighboring countries were 

highlighted just this week after an errant missile crossed the border between Ukraine and Poland and killed two 

individuals on a farm in the latter country, which is a NATO member. 

When it comes to NATO's current carrier operations, at least as of earlier today, the U.S. Navy's Ford remains anchored 

in the Solent, a strait that lies between Great Britain and the Isle of Wight and that is connected to the English Channel 

at both ends, where it first arrived on November 14. Embarked on the carrier is Carrier Air Wing 8 (CVW 8), which 

includes squadrons with F/A-18E/F Super Hornet fighters, EA-18G Growler electronic warfare jets, E-2 Hawkeye 
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airborne early warning and control planes, C-2 Greyhound Carrier Onboard Delivery (COD) aircraft and MH-60R and S 

Seahawk helicopters. 

At least some of the other elements of Ford's strike group, which includes the Ticonderoga class cruiser USS Normandy, 

three Arleigh Burke class destroyers, and the U.S. Coast Guard's Legend class National Security Cutter USCGC Hamilton, 

appear to be elsewhere in the region at present based on various Navy news stories. 

Ford, which was beset by technical issues and other problems for years, even after its formal 

delivery to the Navy, is on its first formal operational deployment, which the service has 

described as more of an operational evaluation, as you can read more about here. The 

carrier left its homeport at Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia in October. 

The U.S. Navy's Nimitz class carrier USS George H.W. Bush is operating separately in the 

Adriatic Sea as part of its scheduled deployment, with a stated mission to help "defend U.S., 

allied and partner interests." Bush's 

strike group consists of CVW 7 – 

which is organized in 

largely the same way as 

Ford's CVW 8 – as well as a 

number of escorts, the 

Ticonderoga class cruiser USS 

Leyte Gulf and four Arleigh Burke class 

destroyers. 

Comments – We previously reported on the top-secret nuclear-

powered US submarine USS Rhode Island surfacing off Gibraltar in the 

Mediterranean Sea as a show of deterrent force to Russia. And in a similar 

and hugely surprising move, another top- secret nuclear sub USS Nevada, not seen in decades, 

surfaced in a rare appearance at the Guam naval base after missile tests by Kim Jong-un’s regime and rising tensions 

with Beijing.  

Both the USS Rhode Island and the USS Nevada are Ohio class vessels - nicknamed boomers in the Navy and known as 

SSBNs – and are armed with 20 Trident nuclear missiles, normally lurking on secret patrols. 

SSBNs are the most resilient component of the U.S. “nuclear triad” and ensure surprise attacks can be retaliated 

against, according to the Defense Department. 

Thomas Shugart, a former US Navy submarine captain and now an analyst at the Center for a New American Security 

said the submarine appearances send a “message.” "We can park 100-odd nuclear warheads on your doorstep, and 

you won't even know it or be able to do much about it,” he told CNN. 

The movements of the 14 boomers are a closely guarded secret and patrols usually last for 77 days, before returning 

for maintenance and replenishment. 

It is extremely rare for one to be photographed outside their home ports of Bangor, Washington, and Kings Bay, 

Georgia. 

Slovakia has sent another howitzer to Ukraine's military, which makes Bratislava's seventh such piece of 

artillery to date, according to Kyiv's armed forces.  
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Canada just sent a team of military engineers to train Ukrainians in Poland, as promised back in October. 

Ottawa's troops plan to teach "reconnaissance, the use of explosives for demolition work, and demining," Ukraine's 

military said Friday.  

There are approximately 10,000 U.S. military personnel currently serving in Poland, the Pentagon said 

Thursday; but only "about 140 of those [are] permanently assigned" there. The remaining 9,800 are "rotational," 

temporary forces.  

“Hungarians are Trojan horses of the Russians” – Czechs and Poles boycott V4 meeting - Hungary is 

usually the last country to agree to EU sanctions packages. They ask for concessions and threaten not to support 

further sanctions. This is the view of the President of the Czech Chamber of Deputies. Slovakia cancelled the Visegrád 4 

meeting. “Because of Hungary’s energy policy, the EU cannot have a unified position. The Hungarian government has a 

pro-Russian policy,” said Seznam Zprav. This is why Czechs are boycotting the upcoming meeting of V4 presidents in 

Bratislava. 

Russia continues to ‘thumb its nose’ to the international community - Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister 

Simon Birmingham says under President Vladimir Putin’s rule, Russia not only continues to “thumb its nose” to the 

global community but acts in “gross violation” of international rules, laws, and norms. 

“Russia continues to not only thumb its nose to the international community,” Mr Birmingham told Sky News Australia. 

“But to act in gross violation of international rules, laws, and norms, continues to inflict enormous pain and suffering on 

the people of Ukraine and huge disruption to the global economy.” 

Impacts 

Hungary’s safety, economy at risk in this war: Hungarian PM - Hungarian Prime Minister Orban said that along 

with facing physical safety risks, the country’s economy was in danger as long as the war in Ukraine continued. 

“The rule is that if there is a war in your neighborhood, you cannot feel safe, either. You can’t feel physically safe. Look 

at the deaths of two Polish people who had nothing to do with this war. And the industrial facility that allowed us to 

bring oil from Russia to Hungary via Ukraine has been shot up. So not only is our physical safety at risk, but the security 

of our economy is also lacking,” Orban said. 

Earlier the Hungarian PM said he would not support an EU plan to provide Ukraine with an aid package next year. 

Poland will not give Russians visa to attend OSCE meeting: spokesman - Poland will not grant visas to a 

Russian delegation so they may attend an Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) meeting being 

held in Lodz next month, the Polish foreign ministry said. “We are not giving them visas,” spokesman Lukasz Jasina said. 

Poland is hosting the annual meeting of the world’s largest regional security body this year on December 1-2. 

‘Nearly half’ of Ukraine’s power structure needs repairing - Ukraine says almost half of the country’s power 

infrastructure needs repair following waves of Russian aerial attacks that have disrupted electricity supplies for millions 

of Ukrainians. 

“Only on November 15, Russia fired about 100 missiles at Ukrainian cities. Nearly half of our energy system has been 

disabled,” Prime Minister Denys Shmygal said while appealing to Ukraine’s European allies for support. 

IAEA does not find evidence of ‘dirty bombs’ in Ukraine - The IAEA adopted a resolution stating it had found no 

materials related to the development of “dirty bombs” in Ukraine. The resolution was adopted on 17 November.  
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“Welcoming the Director General’s assessment that the Agency has found no indications of undeclared nuclear 

activities or materials related to the development of radiological dispersal devices (“dirty bombs”) at three locations in 

Ukraine, following complementary accesses conducted at the request of Ukraine,” the document reads. 

Dozens of countries sign deal to curb bombing in urban areas - Campaigners hope agreement will change 

military norms, though it was not endorsed by countries including Russia, Israel and China. 

Eighty countries led by the US, UK and France have signed a declaration in Dublin pledging to refrain from urban 

bombing, the first time countries have agreed to curb the use of explosive weapons in populated areas. 

The international agreement is a product of more than three years of negotiation – predating the war in Ukraine – but 

was not endorsed by several major military powers, including Russia, China, Israel and India. 

Campaigners said they hope the agreement will help change military norms, with two-thirds of Nato members 

expected to sign up, and lead to a taboo similar to those against chemical weapons or cluster bombs. 

Sahr Muhammedally, a director at the Centre for Civilians in Conflict, said the use of explosive weapons in populated 

areas has become now “the leading cause of civilian deaths” in modern conflict. “From Mosul to Tripoli, Mogadishu and 

Kharkiv, the list of examples is endless,” she added. 

World knows Russia harbouring MH17 killers: Australia - Australia's foreign minister on Friday urged Russia to 

surrender three men found guilty of shooting down Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 and called out President Vladimir 

Putin for "harbouring murderers." 

A Dutch court on Thursday sentenced three men to life imprisonment over the 2014 downing of the Malaysia Airlines 

flight over Ukraine. 

Russians Igor Girkin and Sergei Dubinsky and Ukrainian Leonid Kharchenko were found guilty in absentia of shooting 

down the Boeing 777 with a Russian-supplied missile, killing all 298 passengers on board. 

Foreign Minister Penny Wong said the verdict confirmed the "Russian Federation has responsibility". 

"We call on Russia to surrender those convicted so they may face the court's sentence for their heinous crimes," she 

told reporters. 

"No amount of avoidance, obfuscating, or disinformation from the Russian Federation can avoid that fact." 

"We call upon Russia to hand over, for justice, the people who were involved and who were found guilty in absentia." 

Moscow has shrugged off the verdict as politically motivated, while Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky -- battling 

a full-scale Russian invasion after years of low-level fighting in the east -- has praised it as "important". 

See following article. 

Netherlands protests ‘despicable’ Russian response to MH17 verdict - The Netherlands has summoned the 

Russian ambassador after Moscow accused a Dutch court of a politically motivated verdict in the downing of Malaysia 

Airlines flight MH17 in 2014. 

“In doing so, Russia discredits the Dutch constitutional state. That is absolutely unacceptable,” the Dutch foreign 

ministry said in a statement to AFP, a day after the court sentenced three men to life imprisonment. 
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Russia said on Thursday that the Dutch court’s decision to convict two former Russian intelligence agents and a 

Ukrainian separatist leader for shooting down the Malaysian airliner “neglected impartiality.” All 298 people on board 

were killed. 

Foreign minister Wopke Hoekstra said these remarks by Russia, which invaded Ukraine nine months ago, were “utterly 

despicable” and totally removed from reality. 

Russia's use of land mines in Ukraine threatens to overturn progress made on the issue over the past 25 years. 

Russia's shrinking sphere of influence - One of Russia's most prominent TV hosts fumed this week at what he saw 

as an act of defiance from allies in the Collective Security Treaty Organization, Russia's answer to NATO. 

Driving the news: While Belarus voted against a UN resolution calling on Russia to pay Ukraine war reparations, 

Russia's other four treaty allies — Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan — all abstained. 

"NATO countries have all lined up, looking at [President] Biden with adoring eyes," TV host Vladimir Solovyov 

lamented. "What do we have?" 
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The big picture: Central Asian countries have cautiously distanced themselves from Moscow since the invasion of 

Ukraine. 

• At recent regional summits, Tajik President Emomali Rahmon demanded more "respect," and Kyrgyz President 

Sadyr Japarov kept Putin waiting before a meeting, Nikkei Asia reports. 

But nowhere is the shift more notable than in Kazakhstan, which shares the second-longest land border with Russia and 

has retained close links with Moscow since the collapse of the USSR. 

Meanwhile: Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, who is expected to win a new seven-year term in elections this 

weekend, has repeatedly refused to back Russia's invasion. 

• In June, he went so far as to declare — while sharing a stage with Putin — that Kazakhstan respected "territorial 

integrity" and would not follow Russia in recognizing the independence of Luhansk and Donetsk in eastern Ukraine. 

• Kazakhstan canceled a parade in May marking the Soviet victory over the Nazis, officially for budget reasons. 

Astana also banned military symbols like the "Z" displayed by backers of the invasion. 

The other side: Another Russian TV host, Tigran Keosayan, fumed after those moves that if Kazakhstan thought it could 

"get away" with such "ingratitude," it should "look at what is happening in Ukraine." 

• Former President Dmitry Medvedev's account on Russia's VK social network posted and then deleted a claim that 

the “artificial state” of Kazakhstan was committing a “genocide” against its Russian minority. Medvedev later 

claimed to have been hacked. Other senior politicians have made similar statements. 

• In June, a Russian court ordered the pipeline through which 80% of Kazakhstan's oil exports flow to the Black Sea to 

halt operations due to the risk of spills — though many speculated the true reason was to remind Kazakhstan of its 

reliance on Russia. 

• The order reportedly upset China, which has invested heavily in Kazakhstan and benefits from a stable oil market. It 

was soon reversed. 

State of play: Kazakhstan is working to diversify its export routes and has hosted the presidents of China, Turkey and 

the European Council all in the past two months — a sign that the world's 10th largest oil exporter has options. 

• "In order to continue to attract foreign direct investment, it is crucial that Kazakhstan not be lumped together with 

Russia," Annette Bohr, a Eurasia analyst at Chatham House, said at a recent panel discussion. 

• The Ukraine invasion also sparked fears in the general public that Kazakhstan could be next, added Bhavna Dave, a 

Central Asia expert at the University of London. Just this week, a concert in Almaty by Russian singer Polina 

Gagarina was canceled after online protests over her support for the war. 

A senior Kazakh official told Reuters that if Tokayev wins easily on Sunday, he could further distance himself from 

Moscow. 

• That's a remarkable turn of events less than a year after Russia sent troops to help Tokayev put down a violent 

uprising. 

• Yes, but: Kazakhstan and other countries in Central Asia are still heavily reliant on Russia. Around 40% of the food 

and clothing sold in Kazakhstan comes from Russia, and the Kremlin can still hold Kazakhstan's energy exports 

hostage, notes the Carnegie Endowment's Temur Umarov. 

Zoom out: The UN vote that infuriated Solovyov also underscored Russia has partners far beyond the post-Soviet 

space. China voted with Russia, as did Iran and North Korea, reportedly providing weapons for Russia's war effort. 
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Among the other yes votes were five African countries, including two — Central African Republic and Mali — that are 

hosting Russian mercenaries. 

Russian colonel involved in Putin's mobilisation campaign is found shot dead in mysterious 

circumstances in his office at prestigious military school - A colonel closely involved in Vladimir Putin's 

mobilisation campaign for the war in Ukraine has been found shot dead. 

Colonel Vadim Boyko, 44, was found with 'multiple bullet wounds' inside his office at the prestigious Makarov Pacific 

Higher Naval School in Vladivostok today. 

Witnesses said Colonel Boyko had come to work and walked into his office before 'five shots' were heard. A 

subordinate ran to investigate and found the body. 

Despite the witness claims of multiple shots, initial reports in Russia said that suicide was suspected. 

But BAZA media - which has close law enforcement links - said criminal investigators had found five shell casings and 

four Makarov pistols beside the dead colonel. 

Sanctions  

EU price cap expected by December 5 - The EU’s energy policy chief told the Reuters news agency that the EU 

expects to have regulations 

completed before introducing a 

G7 plan to cap the price of 

Russian crude oil on Dec 5. 

The EU will ban Russian crude 

imports from that date and 

Russian oil products from 

February 5. 

EU energy commissioner Kadri 

Simson said, “Our sanctions will 

cover crude for EU member 

states, so we will not buy Russian 

crude oil starting from December 

5 and we covered the possible oil 

price gap for international buyers 

with our eighth package of 

sanctions.” 

“If the G7 will decide the exact 

price cap level, we also will need 

a council mandate for that,” she 

said on the sidelines of the COP 

27 climate summit in Egypt this 

week.” 
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Kremlin criticizes attempts to 'plunder' frozen assets for Ukraine reparations - The Kremlin on Tuesday said 

it would do “everything possible” to stop the West from seizing its frozen international reserves or “plundering” them 

to pay for reparations to Ukraine. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov was criticizing the UNGA’s approval on Monday of a resolution declaring Russia must 

make reparations to Ukraine for damage inflicted during the nine-month-old conflict. 

The West froze around half – or more than $300 billion – of Russia’s international reserves after Moscow sent its armed 

forces into Ukraine in February. 

“Russia will do everything possible” to resist Western attempts to “plunder” its reserves, Peskov said on Tuesday. 

He accused the West of “racketeering” and of “violating all the foundations and rules of private property and 

international law.” 

He said the moves in the United Nations were an attempt to use the global forum to “formalize robbery.” 

War in Ukraine is ‘single most important negative factor’ for world economy: IMF chief - Kristalina 

Georgieva, the managing director of the International Monetary Fund, tells CNBC at the G20 meeting that “anything 

that creates more anxiety” will be damaging for growth. 

The Ukraine war is the "single most important negative factor" for the global economy, the IMF's head said. 

Russia's war is likely to continue to drag down growth next year, Kristalina Georgieva said. 

The world faces a downturn that could wipe $4 trillion off economic output within a few years. 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has had an outsized negative impact on the global economy this year – and will likely 

continue dragging down growth in 2023, the head of the International Monetary Fund has warned. 

"We judge the war in Ukraine to be the single most important negative factor for the world economy this year, most 

likely also next year," Kristalina Georgieva told CNBC on Wednesday. 


