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Conflict Update # 107 

July 1st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces continued efforts to encircle 

Lysychansk and conducted offensive operations to 

the south and southwest of the city. 

Russian forces have likely not yet reached the 

T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway on the ground 

but are denying Ukrainian forces use of it by 

continuing artillery and airstrikes against remaining 

Ukrainian positions along the road. 

Russian forces focused on regrouping and 

improving their tactical positions north of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed 

ground assaults in northern Kharkiv Oblast and 

continued shelling Ukrainian positions north of 

Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces conducted artillery and missile 

strikes along the Southern Axis. 

Russian authorities continue efforts to expand 

the pool of recruits available to fight in Ukraine. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

continued to conduct offensive operations in 

settlements south and southwest of Lysychansk in 

an effort to encircle the city and sever Ukrainian 

logistics routes on June 1. Head of the Luhansk Oblast Administration Serhiy Haidai reported that Russian forces 

continued to launch assaults on the Lysychansk Oil Refinery and secured their positions in the northwestern and 

southeastern parts of the plant. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that Russian forces seized the Lysychansk Gelatin 

Factory, but Ukrainian officials stated that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian reconnaissance-in-force against the plant. 

Russian forces attacked Topolivka, the northern part of Vovchoyarivka, and Maloryazantseve, and are interdicting 

Ukrainian lines of communication along the Topolivka-Lysychansk road. Russian Telegram channel Rybar claimed that 

fighting is ongoing in Bila Hora, just southeast of Lysychansk, which if true, would indicate that Ukrainian forces continue 

to defend the western bank of the Siverskyi Donetsk river. Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Ambassador to Russia Rodion 

Miroshnik claimed that Russian forces established a bridgehead from Synetskyi in the area of the Lysychansk helipad, 

situated in the northeastern part of the city, and began advancing southwest to the city center. Miroshnik additionally 

claimed that Russian forces conducted operations near the Lysychansk Rubber Factory in the southeast part of the city. 
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Russian sources continued to issue numerous reports of a 

successful Russian river crossing near Kreminna, but ISW 

cannot independently verify such claims with available 

satellite imagery. Chechen fighters published a video 

claiming to have seized Pryvillya and reached 

Novodruzhensk on July 1. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported shelling in Pryvillya, however. 

Russian forces maintained artillery fire and launched 

airstrikes along the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway, 

but have not completely severed the road as of July 1. 

Haidai reported that Russian forces have not reached the 

T1302 on the ground, likely due to Ukrainian resistance in 

settlements along the highway. Both Russian and Ukrainian 

sources stated that Russian forces shelled Ukrainian 

positions in the vicinity of Bakhmut and along the T1302. 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

unsuccessfully attempted to improve their tactical positions 

to support the advance towards Pokrovske and launched 

airstrikes on Pokrovske and  Klynove. Rybar claimed that 

Wagner Group forces attempted to break through 

Ukrainian defenses in the Bakhmut direction, but Ukrainian 

officials did not report active ground assault east of the city 

on July 1. 

Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations north 

of Slovyansk on July 1 and instead focused on regrouping 

troops, maintaining artillery fire, and improving their 

tactical positions. Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg 

Synegubov stated that Russian forces are regrouping units, 

likely in an effort to resume an offensive on Slovyansk.  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

intensified unspecified hostilities in the Lyman area and 

shelled Siversk, likely in an effort to disrupt Ukrainian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in the Siversk area 

that run to Lysychansk. Geolocated footage showed 

Ukrainian forces striking a Russian Air Force maintenance 

base near Kunie, situated 22km north of Izyum and 

adjacent to a connecting road that leads to Russian GLOCs 

to Izyum. Other geolocated footage also showed separate 

Ukrainian strikes on Russian supply stockpiles and vehicles 

in the same area north of Izyum. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces continued to shell Ukrainian positions around Kharkiv City and 

did not conduct offensive operations north or northeast of the city on July 1. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Russian forces have concentrated units of the Western Military District (WMD) around Kharkiv City to defend previously-

occupied positions and maintain systematic artillery fire. The Ukrainian General Staff added that Russian forces launched 

an airstrike on Mospanove, approximately 55km southeast of Kharkiv City, likely in an effort to suppress Ukrainian 

counteroffensives in the area. Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov stated that Ukrainian forces have not 

lost any liberated territories around Kharkiv City since their liberation in May. His claim is likely untrue; ISW has assessed 

that Russian forces recaptured Ternova and Izbytske in June. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces conducted artillery and missile 

strikes across the Southern Axis on July 1. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

reported that Russian Tu-22 aircraft launched 

three Kh-22 cruise missiles at the Serhiivka resort 

village of the Bilhorod-Dnistrovsky district of 

Odesa Oblast and struck a residential area, killing 

16 people and injuring 38. Russian forces also 

conducted artillery strikes on various areas of 

Kherson, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhia, and 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts. Head of the Mykolaiv 

Oblast Administration Vitaly Kim reported that 

Russian forces fired 12 missiles at Mykolaiv 

Oblast over the course of the day on July 1. 

Mobilization and force generation efforts 

(Russian objective: Expand combat power 

without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian military leadership continued efforts 

to expand the pool of servicemembers available 

to fight in Ukraine. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that the Russian Eastern Military 

District is conducting an “active conscription 

campaign” and opened a “recruitment center for 

the mobilization reserve” at the points of 

permanent deployment of the 127th Motorized 

Rifle Brigade of the 5th Combined Arms Army in 

Vladivostok and Sergeevka. It is unclear whether the Ukrainian General Staff is referring to a volunteer recruitment drive, 

a call-up of conscripts, or a call-up of reservists. Authorities of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) are reportedly 

collecting recent graduates of the DNR's Academy of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for immediate deployment without 

requisite documentation. Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov additionally claimed that Syrian troops are stationed in 

Melitopol alongside Russian occupation elements, which indicates that Russian authorities are continuing to leverage 

foreign combat reserves. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian authorities continued to set conditions for the economic and legal 

integration of occupied territories into Russian systems on July 1. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported that Russian 

authorities in occupied Kherson Oblast closed the Kherson branch of Ukrposhta (the Ukrainian national postal service) as 
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part of the overall effort to force Ukrainian enterprises in occupied areas to convert to the ruble. Melitopol Mayor Ivan 

Fedorov similarly stated that Russian authorities are ”planting” rubles in Melitopol to facilitate economic annexation of 

businesses. Russian authorities are also continuing ”passportization” measures in Melitopol and Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian authorities are also taking measures to streamline cooperation between the Russian legal system and legislative 

bodies in occupied areas. Russian Federal Penitentiary Service Director Arkady Gostev signed a memorandum of 

understanding for law enforcement with the Luhansk People’s Republic’s (LNR) First Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs 

Roman Vedmedenko, which will facilitate further integration of the LNR into Russia’s criminal law and prison system. 

Such measures are part of a wider campaign by Russian authorities to set frameworks of cooperation between occupied 

Ukrainian areas and Russian political elements in order to shape the development of occupied areas in a way that 

resembles Russian structures and is conducive to direct integration. 

Ukraine’s Weirdest Howitzer Drove Russian Troops Off Snake Island - Official video from the defense ministry 

in Kyiv depicts the 2S22 truck-mounted howitzer—only one of which is known to exist—firing on Russian forces on the 

tiny island 80 miles south of Ukraine’s strategic port, Odesa. 

Operators of a TB-2 drone corrected the 

fire, walking the 155-millimeter-diameter 

shells onto the island and igniting several 

secondary fires. The surviving Russians 

reportedly fled the island in small boats. 

Whoever controls the island, which 

legally is part of Ukraine, can impede—or 

protect—cargo ships carrying Ukrainian 

grain to the global market. Russian forces 

led by the missile cruiser Moskva, then 

the most powerful air-defense ship in the 

Black Sea Fleet, bombarded and seized 

the island on the first full day of Russia’s 

wider war on Ukraine on Feb. 24. 

Russia’s Defeat At Snake Island Is A Big Setback In The Ukraine War - The naval war in the Black Sea is heating 

up, and it looks as if the Ukrainians may have won a significant victory. Russia announced that it would withdraw its 

forces from strategic Snake Island, a position that it seized at the beginning of the war and that has come to symbolize 

the course of the conflict. There seems little doubt that Ukrainian forces will soon reoccupy the island. 

Snake Island commands the approaches to three ports in Western Ukraine, making it critical for control of the maritime 

space in the western Black Sea. 

Snake Island also sits near the delta of the Danube River, giving it strategic relevance in any conflict between Russia and 

NATO. 

Russia seized the island in the opening days of the war in a now-famous incident characterized by a Ukrainian soldier 

rejecting Russian demands for surrender. The cruiser that issued those demands, the RFS Moskva, was later sunk by 

Ukrainian anti-ship missiles. 

Part of the story of the Snake Island Campaign involves the transfer of increasingly lethal Western equipment to Ukraine. 

Although Harpoon, Exocet, and Norwegian Naval Strike missiles did not reclaim Snake Island on their own, they certainly 

changed the nature of the strategic situation for Russia. Harpoon missiles helped sank a Russian tug that was attempting 
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to deliver supplies to the island last month, and the growing effectiveness of what amounts to Ukrainian shore artillery 

made it impossible for Russia to reliably reinforce and resupply Snake Island. 

Air resupply was out because of the proximity of Ukrainian fighter aircraft and stationary air defenses. 

Finally, long-range artillery seems to have played a role. Reports are unclear about the specific artillery systems that 

Ukraine used to dislodge Russian forces, but long-range artillery would have made the Russian position untenable. This 

would not require massive amounts of ordnance, simply regular, accurate fire that Russian forces could not answer. 

Snake Island sits in a strategic position of enormous long-term influence, but the Russian installation was not preventing 

the export of Ukrainian grain or the delivery of goods to Odessa. Assuming that the attrition of Russian naval vessels does 

not substantially increase over the next months, Russia can maintain the blockade indefinitely. In particular, Ukraine does 

not have a good answer for the submarines of the Black Sea Fleet that continue to fire long-range missiles at targets 

across the country. Theoretically the West could offer anti-submarine warfare technologies, but ASW is among the most 

complicated of military operations, and the United States and other NATO countries are unlikely to want to give the 

Russians insight into their ASW technologies and techniques. 

Ukraine has attacked Russian oil platforms in the Black Sea, indicating the capability and willingness to inflict pain on 

Russia (not to mention the local environment). Russia continues to use its submarines to maintain the blockade and to 

launch missiles against Ukrainian land targets. 

Ukrainian Special Forces Sniper Takes Out Group Of Russian Soldiers - It is unclear where exactly in Ukraine 

the images were filmed, but they were obtained from the 

Command of the Special Operations Forces (SSO) of the 

Armed Forces of Ukraine on Wednesday, June 29, along 

with a statement saying: “He waited for the enemy to 

gather in a heap, then struck suddenly. 

“The video shows that the Russian soldiers, unaware that 

the next few seconds would be their last, moved freely 

through the unprotected area. The Russians themselves 

went out to meet the bullets fired in time and accurately 

by the SSO sniper of Ukraine.” 

The footage cn be viewed on Youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwiy26nC_PE&t=40s 

Russia kills 21 with missiles near Odesa after abandoning Snake Island - Russia flattened part of an apartment 

building while residents slept on Friday in missile attacks near Ukraine's Black Sea port of Odesa that authorities say killed 

at least 21 people, hours after Russian troops abandoned a nearby outpost at Snake Island. 

Neighbours in the resort village of Serhiivka helped workers comb through the rubble of the nine-storey apartment block, 

a section of which had been completely destroyed at 1:00 a.m. 

The regional governor said the Soviet-era missiles had been fired from the direction of the Black Sea. 

The Kremlin denied targeting civilians: "I would like to remind you of the president's words that the Russian Armed Forces 

do not work with civilian targets," Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov told reporters. 

The attack came just four days after Russia struck a crowded shopping mall in central Ukraine killing at least 19 people 

and months after they hit a rialway station crammed with travelers. 
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Kyiv says Moscow has dramatically escalated its long-range attacks hitting civilian targets far from the front line in recent 

days, which Ukraine describes as a war crime. Russia says it has been aiming at military sites. 

Calls are increasing for Russia to be declared a Terror State, al a Syria and Iran. 

Ukraine plans on summer counteroffensive to oust Russian forces - Ukraine is making tactical retreats before 

a Russian onslaught in the east, saying it is biding its time to take back its territory in the second half of the year. 

It is clear that while Ukraine is not being invited into NATO, it is coming firmly under the alliance’s security umbrella. 

“Over the longer term, we will help Ukraine transition from Soviet-era equipment, to modern NATO equipment,” NATO 

Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said. 

NATO expansion is precisely the reason Russian President Vladimir Putin cited for invading Ukraine. 

Ukraine bombarded Snake Island so badly that Russia announced it was withdrawing its garrison there. Snake Island is a 

strategic location 80 nautical miles (148km) southwest of Odesa that has been key to Russia’s blockade of the port. 

But it remains to be seen whether Ukraine can bring forward a game-changing counteroffensive that meets its territorial 

ambitions to liberate all the lands Russia took in 2014 as well as this year. 

“There’s an enormous journey for Ukraine to traverse to get to the point of contention there. The Russians can bombard 

Ukrainian forces from Russia with a range of weapons without even invading,” Puri said. 

Ukraine’s head of military intelligence has warned that big changes are coming. He said “certain events” will take place 

beginning in August that will mark a turning point in the war. 

“Ukraine will return to the borders of 1991 and we are not considering any other scenarios. By the end of the year, active 

hostilities will drop to almost zero. We will regain control over our territories in the foreseeable future,” Budanov said. 

Military experts have pointed out to Al Jazeera that a plethora of heavy weaponry supplied to Ukraine by the Western 

alliance would take months to fully bring online. Some systems have entered the field, including French Caesar and US-

made M777 howitzers, but not in critical enough numbers to turn the tide of war against Russia. It is thought that Ukraine 

is training a new wave of troops on many of these systems to mount a surge over the summer. 

“The Ukrainians at the moment seem to be winding themselves back like a spring, waiting for NATO weapons and 

preparing a counteroffensive,” Puri said. 

“There have been counteroffensives but we’ll see a bigger one in the summer if Ukrainian statements are to be believed.” 

Impacts 

Could changes to force posture and strategic concept have any impact on the assault on Ukraine or 

Russia’s longer-term calculations? - NATO’s new force posture and strategic concept are not likely to prompt Putin 

to rethink his Ukraine strategy. He is making slow but steady progress on the battlefield in the east and south. Nothing 

suggests that he believes that the West’s provision of more sophisticated weaponry is going to shift fortunes on the 

ground. But the new circumstances in Europe do pose a long-term strategic challenge to Russia.  

Increasingly isolated in Europe, Putin was surely pleased to attend the recent summits of the BRICS grouping (Brazil, 

Russia, India, China, and South Africa) and of the Caspian states to underscore that Russia has friends and allies elsewhere. 

Whether they can compensate for the loss of European ties is another matter. 
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‘From now on, we will trust neither the Americans nor the EU’: Lavrov says a new Iron Curtain is coming 

down between Russia and the West - Back to the Cold War it is, then. A new Iron Curtain is descending between 

Russia and the West, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said Thursday. 

“From now on, we will trust neither the Americans nor the EU,” Lavrov said at a press conference after talks with his 

Belarusian counterpart, Vladimir Makei. “We will do everything necessary not to depend on them in critically important 

industries.” 

Lavrov was concurring with comments made by Makei, regarding the appearance of a new Iron Curtain that was “being 

erected by Westerners themselves.” In echoing the Belarusian diplomat, Lavrov warned Western countries to “behave 

carefully.” 

Humanitarian 

International Court Issues Warrants For Three War Crimes Suspects Linked To Russia-Georgia War - The 

International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague has issued arrest warrants for three people wanted on suspicion of 

committing war crimes during the 2008 Russia-Georgia War. 

The court said on June 30 that the arrest warrants were issued for Lieutenant General Mikhail Mindzayev, Gamlet 

Guchmazov, and David Sanakoyev, who served in the separatist government of Georgia's breakaway region of South 

Ossetia. 

The statement said that its judges ruled six days earlier that there were “reasonable grounds to believe that each of these 

three suspects bears responsibility for war crimes.” 

Mindzayev and Guchmazov face charges of unlawful confinement, torture and inhuman treatment, outrages against 

personal dignity, hostage-taking, and the unlawful transfer of civilians both during and after the five-day war that erupted 

on August 8, 2008. 

Of import here is the last-mentioned allegation – unlawful transfer of civilians. Handing down this charge indicates 

recognition of unlawfully transferring civilians from conflict zones – what Russia has been accused of doing in Ukraine. 

Containment 

NATO leaders establish new €1B innovation fund, accelerator - NATO leaders this week launched a new 

innovation fund and defense innovation accelerator initiative in an effort to stay ahead of technological advancements 

and cyber challenges posed by Russia and China. 

Jens Stoltenberg, NATO secretary general, said today during a signing ceremony at the close of the alliance’s Madrid 

Summit the first-of-its-kind fund will invest €1 billion in startups and deep-tech funds across 22 participating nations over 

the next 15 years. 

“Maintaining our technological edge has helped to keep our alliance strong and our nations safe for more than 70 years. 

But today, nations that do not share our values, like Russia and China, are challenging that lead in everything from 

artificial intelligence to space technologies,” he said. “It is essential that we do everything in our power to remain at the 

forefront of innovation and technology.”  

Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey and the United Kingdom all signed 

on to the fund. 
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The fund is meant to work alongside the Defense Innovation Accelerator for the North Atlantic (DIANA), mentioned in 

the 2022 NATO Strategic Concept [PDF], which brings together governments, the private sector and academic to bolster 

its technological edge. 

Pentagon Is Seeking Air-Defense Options For Ukraine - The Pentagon is looking at what kind of air defenses it 

can give to help Ukraine ward off Russian cruise missiles, a senior defense official said Monday.  

Those systems will be part of an upcoming security assistance package to Ukraine, National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 

told reporters Monday. 

"I can confirm that we are in fact in the process of finalizing a package that includes advanced air defense capabilities," 

Sullivan said, according to a White House pool report. “As [Biden] told President Zelenskyy, we do intend to finalize a 

package that includes advanced medium- and long-range air defense capabilities for the Ukrainians,” Sullivan said. 

Biden: War ‘will not end with a Russian defeat of Ukraine in Ukraine’ - President Biden yesterday vowed that 

Putin’s invasion of Ukraine “will not end with a Russian defeat of Ukraine in Ukraine.” 

The president’s pledge came during a news conference at the conclusion of the NATO summit in Madrid — where Biden 

sought to rally Western allies to prolong their support for Ukraine, and where Finland and Sweden signed an agreement 

with Turkey that paved the way for the two Nordic nations to join the mutual-defense military bloc. 

“Putin thought he could break the transatlantic alliance,” Biden told reporters. “He tried to weaken us. He expected our 

resolve to fracture. But he’s getting exactly what he did not want. He wanted the Finland-ization of NATO. He got the 

NATO-ization of Finland.” 

“We are going to stick with Ukraine, and all of the alliance is going to stick with Ukraine as long as it takes to, in fact, 

make sure that they are not defeated,” Biden said. 

Canada's PM Pledges To Deliver Dozens Of Brand-new Armored Personnel Carriers To Ukraine - At the 

repetitive requests by embattled Ukrainian leader Volodymyr Zelenskyy seeking weaponry assistance in the ongoing war 

between the Kremlin and Kyiv, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau averred that the agreement to supply 39 armored 

combat support vehicles (ACSVs) to the war-torn country is in the finalizing stage. On Thursday, Canada announced that 

it has planned to deliver dozens of brand-new armored personnel carriers to Ukraine. At the closing of the NATO 

conference in Madrid, Trudeau said that the ACSVs, which were initially intended for the Canadian army and were being 

shipped, would now be rerouted to Ukraine.  

According to a CBC report, the shipment is a part of a more considerable NATO initiative, which has said would assist the 

eastern Europe nation in upgrading into a modern military arsenal. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau declared that Canada 

is working to finalize an accord to provide Ukraine with 39 armored combat support vehicles. 

Zelenskyy administration will receive six high-resolution cameras from Canada – Ukraine will also receive an 

extra six high-resolution cameras to use on their renowned Bayraktar drones, which were made in Turkey and are praised 

for their precision in eliminating Russian tanks and armored personnel carriers.  

Furthermore, taking to Twitter, Canada’s PM Trudeau said, “I can now announce that we’ll be providing Ukraine with 

additional military support, as it continues to defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity against Russia’s ongoing 

invasion.”  

Russia has a problem: Sweden sent more tank-killers to Ukraine - For several hundred years, Sweden and Russia 

had been regional adversaries – and it was only after the Napoleonic Wars came to an end more than two centuries ago 
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that Stockholm largely adopted its policy of neutrality. Sweden didn’t take sides during Europe’s World Wars, and largely 

sat on the sidelines during the Cold War. 

Yesterday Sweden’s Defense Ministry announced 

that it will send additional anti-tank weapons and 

machine guns to Ukraine. The arms package, 

which also includes equipment for mine clearing, 

is valued at around 500 million Swedish crowns 

($49 million). 

According to Toni Eriksson, defense ministry 

spokesperson, the equipment was requested by 

the Ukrainian government, and will be delivered 

“as soon as possible.” 

This is the latest military aid package that the 

Scandinavian country has provided to Kyiv. Last month, Stockholm announced an amendment to provide Ukraine with 

financial support and equipment in response to Russia’s unprovoked invasion. As part of that aid package, the Swedish 

government said it would provide the Ukrainian military with a variety of weapon systems. 

“The Government proposes that Sweden donate additional defence material to Ukraine in the form of the RBS 17 anti-

ship missile system, AG 90 anti-materiel sniper rifles and ammunition, and an additional 5,000 Swedish AT4 recoilless 

anti-tank weapons,” the Swedish defense ministry had announced via a statement. 

Among the weapons being sent will be an undisclosed number of AT4 anti-tank rocket launchers. The 84mm (3.31-inch) 

unguided, man-portable, single-shot, disposable, recoilless smoothbore anti-tank weapons have already been used to 

great success to destroy Russian tanks. 

The AT4 was originally developed by Förenade Fabriksverken (FFV) and manufactured at their facility at Zakrisdal, 

Karlstad, Sweden. Now produced by Saab Bofors Dynamics, the AT4 is one of the most common light anti-tank weapons 

used by militaries around the world. It can be operated by a single soldier, and depending on the particular rocket model, 

the AT4 has a range of 200 to 600 meters, and it can penetrate armor up to 460mm. 

Sweden has already supplied at least 10,000 AT4 anti-tank weapons, with more apparently on the way. That could be 

very bad news for Russian tanks. 

In addition, an undisclosed number of AG 90 rifles – the Swedish designation of the American Barrett M82 .50 caliber 

(12.7mm) anti-material sniper rifle – have also been supplied, and some of those have reportedly been used by Ukrainian 

snipers to target Russia’s high ranking officers. 

Sanctions 

Russian envoy to Bulgaria to ask Moscow to shut embassy after mass expulsions - Russia's ambassador to 

Bulgaria said on Friday she would ask Moscow to close its embassy in the Balkan country after her appeal for Sofia to 

reverse what she called an unprecedented hostile step to expel 70 Russian diplomatic staff was ignored. 

In a statement addressed to the Bulgarian people, the ambassador, Eleonora Mitrofanova, said the closure of the Russian 

embassy would inevitably lead to the closure of Bulgaria's embassy in Moscow too. 
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Bulgaria, an EU and NATO member state and once a close ally of Russia, has been roiled by diplomatic tensions after 

outgoing Prime Minister Kiril Petkov on Tuesday announced the expulsion of 70 Russian diplomatic staff on espionage 

concerns. read more 

The move, which followed a sharp deterioration in ties over Russia's invasion of Ukraine, was the largest ever expulsion 

of Russian diplomats by Sofia and more than halved the size of Moscow's diplomatic footprint in Bulgaria. 

Tokyo Scrambles After Putin Orders Transfer Of Joint Oil And Gas Project - Japan's government warned on 

July 1 that its "interests must not be undermined" after a Moscow decree ordered a transfer of the operations of a 

multibillion-dollar joint oil and gas project to a new Russian entity. 

The decree over control of the Sakhalin-2 project in Russia's Far East was signed by Russian President Vladimir Putin a 

day earlier and could mark a dangerous new precedent in Moscow's relations with foreign investors. 

"Speaking generally, we believe our resource interests must not be undermined," Japanese government spokesman Seiji 

Kihara said. He said Tokyo was "closely examining the impact on liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports." 

Russian officials have been stung by massive financial and other sanctions since tens of thousands of Putin's troops rolled 

across Ukraine's borders on February 24. 

Putin's decree reportedly creates a new Russian operator of Sakhalin-2 and requires current owners to apply to Moscow 

for the right to participate in it. 

Asked about Sakhalin-2 as an example of what might happen to other joint projects with Western investors, Kremlin 

spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia would act on a case-by-case basis. 

$30B from Russian oligarchs frozen under REPO seizure effort - A multinational task force designed to seize 

Russian oligarchs’ wealth has blocked and frozen $30 billion in sanctioned individuals’ property and funds in its first 100 

days in operation, the Treasury Department reported Wednesday. 

That’s on top of the yachts, other vessels and luxury real estate that have been impounded as well as $300 billion in 

Russian Central Bank funds that have been immobilized, the department said. 

U.S. Treasury officials will add new blocking sanctions targeting Russia’s defense supply chains - state-

owned defense enterprises, defense research organizations, and “dozens of other defense-related entities and 

individuals” will be targeted with the goal of slowing “Russia’s ability to replace the military equipment it has already lost 

during its brutal war against Ukraine,” administration officials said. 

The US Departments of State and the Treasury will aggressively target Russian defense supply chains by imposing blocking 

sanctions on major state-owned defense enterprises, in addition to defense research organizations, and dozens of other 

defense-related entities and individuals and limit Russia’s ability to replace the military equipment it has already lost 

during its brutal war against Ukraine. 

Using tariffs on Russian goods to help Ukraine - earlier this year, G7 leaders committed to strip Russia of “most 

favored nation” trading status, which guaranteed low tariff rates for Russian goods sold globally. President Biden and 

other G7 leaders will seek authority to use revenues collected by new tariffs on Russian goods to help Ukraine and to 

ensure that Russia pays for the costs of its war. President Biden is also announcing that, pursuant to Congress’s revocation 

of Russia’s trade status in the U.S., the U.S. will implement a higher tariff rate on more than 570 groups of Russian 

products worth approximately $2.3 billion to Russia. These measures will restrict Russia’s ability to benefit economically 

from sales to the U.S. market and are carefully calibrated to impose costs on Russia, while minimizing costs to U.S. 

consumers. 
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Restrictions on Russia’s participation in the global market and further crack downs on evasion attempts 

- G7 Leaders are determined to limit Russia’s revenues, including from gold, Russia’s second largest export after energy. 

The US will take several key actions to implement these commitments. The U.S. Department of the Treasury will be 

issuing a determination to prohibit the import of new gold into the United States, which will prevent Russian participation 

in the formal gold market. G7 Leaders will also commit to continue to target efforts by those engaging in evasion and 

backfill activities. The U.S. Department of Commerce will take its first action against companies engaging in backfill 

activities in support of Russia by adding several companies around the world to the Entity List, which will prohibit those 

companies from purchasing U.S.-made origin goods and technologies, such as semiconductors. State and Treasury will 

implement blocking sanctions against persons tied to aiding Russia’s evasion efforts. Commerce and Treasury will jointly 

issue an alert to financial institutions to aid in detecting potential violations of export controls.  

China not giving material support for Russia’s war in Ukraine – US official - The United States has not seen 

China evade sanctions or provide military equipment to Russia, a senior US official said on Thursday, June 30, adding that 

enforcement measures taken earlier in the week targeted certain Chinese companies, not the government. 

“We have not seen the PRC (People’s Republic of China) engage in systematic evasion or provide military equipment to 

Russia,” the official said on condition of anonymity. 

US LNG has eclipsed Russian pipelines for the first time as a source of natural gas for Europe, IEA says - 

US liquefied natural gas (LNG) exports to 

Europe overtook Russian pipeline flows for the 

first time last month, according to the 

International Energy Agency's chief. 

Russian supply accounted for one-third of 

Europe's gas demand last year, but the Kremlin 

has been curbing flows via the Nord Stream 

pipeline. Meanwhile, Europe has turned to the 

US as an alternative to Russian gas after 

Moscow's invasion of Ukraine. 

"Russia's recent steep cuts in natural gas flows 

to the EU mean this is the 1st month in history in which the EU has imported more gas via LNG from the US than via 

pipeline from Russia. The drop in Russian supply calls for efforts to reduce EU demand to prepare for a tough winter," 

IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol tweeted yesterday. 

Ukraine demands the seizure of Russian-flagged grain ship off Turkey - Ukraine has called for a ship carrying 

grain from a Russian-occupied part of the country to be seized. The ship is currently lying off the Turkish coast. 

We've monitored the Russian-flagged ship, the Zhibek Zholy, on its route from the Ukrainian port of Berdyansk to the 

Turkish port of Karasu. 

It is not clear where its cargo came from or how it was obtained, but Russia has been accused of stealing grain from areas 

of Ukraine it controls - allegations Russia denies. 

What Russia’s debt default means for Russia and for global financial markets  - Russia’s failure to pay US$100 

million in US dollar- and euro-denominated interest payments this week shows the Kremlin is running out of options to 

respond to western sanctions. The default on foreign debt was not unexpected. The economic sanctions placed on Russia 

since it invaded Ukraine in February have limited the country’s financial capabilities. This debt default, therefore, is a 
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result of western governments’ ban on all transactions with the National Central Bank of Russia and the freezing of its 

foreign reserves, worth more than US$600 billion. 

In theory, the debt default on foreign creditors is surprising because Russia’s finances remain strong despite a protracted 

war. The country reportedly continues to receive revenues of about US$1 billion per day from the sale of oil to China, 

India and other Kremlin-friendly importers. This income means Russia did not default because of an inability to pay. 

Russia’s default will have a relatively small impact on global financial institutions, including its own financial sector. There 

is always a risk of global contagion – when an event has an indirect or unexpected effect on another part of the market 

– but foreign investors have had less exposure to Russia since it annexed Crimea in 2014. The few investors that do have 

high exposure are already looking to sell, although they face difficulties due to the western sanctions. 

European banks are the most exposed financial institutions to Russian debt. The most recent figures from the Bank for 

International Settlements, which cover up to the end of 2021, show French and Italian banks have the most exposure to 

Russia, with outstanding claims of more than US$20 billion, while Austrian banks have US$17.5 billion in outstanding 

claims on Russian debt. 

The most worrying consequence of debt default for Russia will be the loss of access to global investors through the 

international capital markets. The default will tint Russia’s reputation, making its bonds less attractive in the future due 

to the risk of further defaults. The country will have to pay a higher cost of borrowing to attract new investors and to 

keep those it already has because of the increased credit risk resulting from this recent default. 

The full impact of the default remains uncertain until the global financial market gets clarity on the following questions: 

• Would a payment deposited to an account in Russia in the name of the creditor amount to “receiving” the 

payment and therefore discharge Russia from its obligations? A creditor might receive repayments in this way, 

but actually recovering the money from the account could be complicated by government plans to restrict access 

to or transfers of Russia-based assets at the moment. 

• Also, was Russia prevented from paying because of the western sanctions? If so, since this is outside of its control, 

Russia could argue it is not to blame for the default. If a court deems the situation is self-inflicted, however, 

Russia may not be excused. 

Sanctions on Russia Sap Its Power to Influence the Middle East - Russian oil companies Rosneft, Gazprom and 

Lukoil have invested billions of dollars in developing Kurdish oil fields. Moreover, they control roughly 80 percent of the 

pipeline between the Kurdish region and Turkey and have promised to invest another $1.8 billion in expanding it so it 

can transport a million barrels of oil a day. 

In addition, the companies won concessions for five large oil fields in southern Iraq from the Iraqi government and have 

invested there. All these investments give Russia leverage over Iraqi politics, an issue on which it has coordinated with 

Tehran. 

But the long dispute between the Iraqi government and the Kurdish zone’s leaders over how Kurdish oil should be 

exploited and the revenues divided has convinced Iraq to set up a state-owned company to run the region’s oil fields. 

The government has also asked the Kurds to send it all the agreements they've signed with foreign oil companies over 

the last 18 years so it can calculate the revenues it deserves. 

If this decision is carried out, the Russian companies’ investments could be nationalized by Iraq, or the Iraqi government 

could demand that they pay it compensation for the profits the Kurds reaped without paying taxes. But so far, the political 

crisis in Iraq – no government formed eight months after the last election – has postponed the implementation of the 

decision. 
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On the other hand, before that election, at least there was a government in Baghdad with which Moscow could sign 

agreements and settle disputes. 

Now the Russian companies will have to decide how to proceed and whether they should even retain their holdings in 

the Kurdish region. 

Russia is also being forced to rely more and more on Iran to circumvent international sanctions. Lavrov, a frequent flier 

to the Middle East, visited Tehran last week to forge a system of economic cooperation that would get Iranian goods into 

Russia and Russian goods into India via Iran. 

Russia has also been importing reams of electronics from Iran, including U.S.-made appliances, computers and cellphones 

that apparently reach Iran via the Gulf states. According to Iranian news reports, Russian businesspeople are learning 

from their Iranian counterparts how to circumvent sanctions and use nonbank payment methods. 

Trade between Russia and Iran currently totals some $5 billion a year, but the countries have signed long-term 

agreements that include Russian commitments for billions of dollars of investments in Iran. They also include the sale of 

advanced Russian arms to Iran, like S-400 radar systems and Su-35 fighter jets. 

In addition, Russia and Iran plan to open a route to replace the traditional route for Russian exports to India, which runs 

through the Baltic Sea to the Strait of Gibraltar, then through the Mediterranean Sea and the Suez Canal. The new route 

would run south through Turkmenistan to Iran via the Caspian Sea, then continue overland through Iran to the UAE and 

from there by ship to India. This would reduce transport costs by about 30 percent and cut shipping times in half. The 

new export route is also expected to reduce shipping through the Suez Canal, and consequently Egyptian revenues. But 

with Russia under heavy sanctions, the largely pro-American Arab Middle East is of less interest to Moscow. 

The result of all the above is that Russia, once a great power that could dictate to Iran or at least influence its policy, has 

now become dependent on Iranian cooperation. 

This is a tinder box situation.  

The area around southern Turkey, across Syria, Iraq and Iran and touching upon Armenia is a hotbed of conflict and 

warring factions and has been since 1916 when the Sykes/Picot Agreement was installed after WWI and the demise of 

the Ottoman Empire. 

The Sykes–Picot Agreement was a 1916 secret treaty between the United Kingdom and France, with assent from the 

Russian Empire and the Kingdom of Italy, to define their mutually agreed spheres of influence and control in an eventual 

partition of the Ottoman Empire. 

The agreement was based on the premise that the Triple Entente would achieve success in defeating the Ottoman Empire 

during World War I and formed part of a series of secret agreements contemplating its partition. The primary negotiations 

leading to the agreement took place between 23 November 1915 and 3 January 1916, on which date the British and 

French diplomats, Mark Sykes and François Georges-Picot, initialed an agreed memorandum. The agreement was ratified 

by their respective governments on 9 and 16 May 1916. 

The agreement effectively divided the Ottoman provinces outside the Arabian Peninsula into areas of British and French 

control and influence. The British and French controlled countries were divided by the Sykes–Picot line. The agreement 

allocated to the UK control of what is today southern Israel and Palestine, Jordan and southern Iraq, and an additional 

small area that included the ports of Haifa and Acre to allow access to the Mediterranean. France was to control 

southeastern Turkey, Kurdistan Region, Syria and Lebanon. 

As a result of the included Sazonov–Paléologue Agreement, Russia was to get Western Armenia in addition to 

Constantinople and the Turkish Straits already promised under the 1915 Constantinople Agreement. Italy assented to 
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the agreement in 1917 via the Agreement of Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne and received southern Anatolia. The Palestine 

region, with a smaller area than the later Mandatory Palestine, was to fall under an "international administration". 

The agreement was initially used directly as the basis for the 1918 Anglo–French Modus Vivendi, which provided a 

framework for the Occupied Enemy Territory Administration in the Levant. More broadly it was to lead, indirectly, to the 

subsequent partitioning of the Ottoman Empire following Ottoman defeat in 1918.  

Shortly after the war, the French ceded Palestine and Mosul to the British. Mandates in the Levant and Mesopotamia 

were assigned at the April 1920 San Remo conference following the Sykes–Picot framework; the British Mandate for 

Palestine ran until 1948, the British Mandate for Mesopotamia was to be replaced by a similar treaty with Mandatory 

Iraq, and the French Mandate for Syria and the Lebanon lasted until 1946. The Anatolian parts of the agreement were 

assigned by the August 1920 Treaty of Sèvres; however, these ambitions were thwarted by the 1919–23 Turkish War of 

Independence and the subsequent Treaty of Lausanne. 

The agreement is seen by many as a turning point in Western and Arab relations. It reneged upon the UK's promises to 

Arabs regarding a national Arab homeland in the area of Greater Syria in exchange for supporting the British against the 

Ottoman Empire.  

The agreement, along with others, was made public by the Bolsheviks in Moscow on 23 November 1917 and repeated in 

The Manchester Guardian on 26 November 1917, such that "the British were embarrassed, the Arabs dismayed, and the 

Turks delighted". The agreement's legacy has led to much resentment in the region, among Arabs in particular but also 

among Kurds who were denied an independent state. 

The consequent and directly related political and nationalist lines across the region have been simmering for over a 

century. All the countries in this geographic cauldron are seeking individual and nationalistic interests. 

Turkey views the Kurds, who were a state until protocols and 

laws eliminated it, as terrorists and maintains a military 

presence along the Turkish/Syrian border and into Syria-

proper. It is intent on pursing military action in this region. 

As threats of a new Turkish military incursion into northern 

Syria looms, other international stakeholders in the Syrian 

crisis continue to voice their concerns over Ankara's 

ambitions. 

Since the 2020 trilateral agreement between Ankara, 

Baghdad, and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in 

Erbil, pro-Iran Shiite groups have repeatedly accused Turkey 

of meddling in Iraq, warning that they might take military 

action against Turkish forces. Turkey’s efforts to increase its 

influence among Iraq’s Kurdish and Sunni political factions, 

especially after the November 2021 parliamentary elections, 

have made Iran fearful of reducing its traditional influence in Iraqi politics. 

Iraq - the Iraqi–Kurdish conflict consists of a series of wars and rebellions by the Kurds against the central authority of 

Iraq during the 20th century, which began shortly after the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I and lasting until 

the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003. 
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Tensions between Iraqi Kurdistan and the central Iraqi government mounted through 2011–2012 on the issues of power 

sharing, oil production and territorial control. In April 2012, the president of Iraq's semi-autonomous northern Kurdish 

region demanded that officials agree to their demands or face consequences of a secession from Baghdad by Sep 2012. 

After Kurdish authorities held an independence referendum on 15 October 2017, the Prime Minister of Iraq, Haider al-

Abadi, demanded that the referendum result be cancelled, and called on the KRG to initiate dialogue "in the framework 

of the constitution". 

In October, Iraq began to move its forces into areas seized by the KRG after the entry of ISIL, and all the disputed areas 

outside the Kurdish Region, including Kirkuk, after intense preparation between Iraq, Iran, and Turkey. The Iraqi army 

conquered the area which is now called a disputed territory. 

Syria has seen Turkey conduct four major military operations in the northern parts of its country. The first operation, 

Euphrates Shield, was carried out in northern Aleppo in August 2016, during which Turkish-backed forces took control of 

2,055 square kilometers of that area. Operation Olive Branch in January 2018 allowed Turkey to capture the entire Afrin 

District. In late 2019, Operation Peace Spring expanded the areas under the control of Turkish and allied forces east of 

the Euphrates. A subsequent operation in the northwestern governorate of Idlib in February 2020, known as Spring 

Shield, further strengthened Turkey's hold over Syria's northern strip. 

Kurds are the largest non-Arab ethnic minority in Syria, comprising about 8.5 to 10 percent of the population of 13.8 

million. Many Kurds from Turkey fled repression there and crossed into Syria, where they, and other Kurdish peoples, 

have been harassed and attacked by Syrian forces. 

International and Kurdish human rights organizations have accused the Syrian government of discriminating against the 

Kurdish minority. Amnesty International also reported that Kurdish human rights activists are mistreated and persecuted. 

Iran has been at odds with Turkey since 2011 over its desire to overthrow the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 

and its support for an array of armed opposition factions, with Iran increasingly vocal of late in opposing a potential new 

Turkish military operation. 

In “detailed bilateral meetings” with Turkey, Iran has made it clear that its “main and clear goal” is to preserve Syria’s 

territorial integrity.  

In preparation for a potential Turkish incursion, Iran has reportedly sought to facilitate coordination between its allied 

forces in Syria, units of the Syrian army, and Kurdish militias in northern Syria. These diplomatic and military 

developments have sparked speculation about the possibility of tensions or even confrontation between Turkish and 

Iranian forces in Syria. 

Iranian leaders have good reason to believe that Turkey and Israel are forming a common front against Iran. On June 23, 

shortly before then Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid visited Turkey, it was announced that Turkish security forces had 

foiled an Iranian plot to assassinate Israeli tourists, an accusation that Iran dismissed as “ridiculous.” 

There is an ongoing confrontation between Israel and Iran and its Lebanese ally Hezbollah. Israel views Iran as a primary 

supporter and supplier of Hezbollah. 

Israel is investing in Turkey’s influence in Syria. Israel’s goal, according to Iran, is to create instability in Syria to keep 

Tehran busy. Israel depends almost entirely on Russian goodwill in the Syrian territory in order to conduct aerial missions. 

Israel recently marked a major escalation in its campaign of airstrikes in Syria, carrying out an attack that shut down the 

country’s main civilian airport in Damascus as Israel steps up efforts to stop Iranian weapons shipments to Hezbollah. 
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Israel and Russia have coordinated their military efforts in Syria in recent years, in order to avoid friction and accidental 

conflict. Israeli officials do not generally discuss the full extent of that coordination, but they stress that the Israeli military 

does not seek Russian permission before carrying out operations. 

The situation in Syria, where both Israel and Russia have played significant roles as external powers during the country’s 

nearly 11-year civil war, is one area where Tel Aviv and the Kremlin have found much common ground. They are likely to 

continue seeing bilateral cooperation vis-à-vis Syria as serving both the Jewish state and the Kremlin’s long-term interests 

in the Levant. 

Back in September 2015, right before Russia began its intensified military intervention in Syria, Tel Aviv and Moscow 

agreed to a deconfliction mechanism in order to share the skies. Put simply, that meant working to minimize any risk of 

possible mid-air incidents. From both Israel and Russia’s perspectives, such efforts have been successful. 

Armenia - In the aftermath of the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in World War I, the Entente Powers proposed to divide 

up its Anatolian lands in the Treaty of Sèvres. Among other things, the full application of the treaty would have led to the 

expansion of the Democratic Republic of Armenia to include regions such as Bitlis, Van, Erzurum and Trabzon while 

granting local autonomy to the Kurdish inhabited areas east of the Euphrates river and to the south of Armenia. Sharif 

Pasha, the Kurdish representative in the Paris Peace Conference, reached an agreement with the Armenian 

representatives on December 20, 1919, and both parties made joint declarations to the conference. 

However, Turkish revolutionaries led by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk rejected the treaty as "unacceptable" and fought for 

total control of all of Anatolia in the Turkish War of Independence. The Sèvres treaty was then succeeded and replaced 

by the Treaty of Lausanne which established, roughly, the present-day borders of the Republic of Turkey (except Hatay).  

The Lausanne treaty not only dashed any hope of an independent Kurdish state but also did not confer upon the Kurdish 

people the minority status (and its entailed rights) given to Greeks, Armenians and Jews. 

Kurdish culture flourished in Soviet Armenia between the 1930s and 1980s, and Kurds enjoyed substantial state-

sponsored cultural support. 

Russia props up the Syrian regime, without which Bashar al-Assad will fall. Russia has naval and air bases in Syria and 

troops deployed there, backing Damascus in Syria’s long civil war. 

Saudi Arabia - What strengthens Iran's suspicion of an anti-Iranian agenda in Ankara's foreign policy is that Turkey has 

also been developing relations with Iran's other regional rivals, including Saudi Arabia. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman’s visit to Turkey on June 22 received widespread attention in Iran.  

One of Iran’s concerns is that Turkey’s quest for Saudi investment to improve its ailing economy could lead Ankara to 

reconsider its ties with Tehran in order to please Riyadh. Additionally, the potential for a more active Turkish role in 

Yemen against the Iran-backed Houthis is particularly worrying for Tehran. 

Geopolitical – Russia and China are aggressively courting Saudi Arabia in the hope that it will join with them in their new 

global alternative to the dollar-dominated economic order. 
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Religious - The main difference between 

Sunni and Shiite is that the Sunni community 

originated in Saudi Arabia, while the 

birthplace of Shiite is believed to be Iran. The 

Shiite believe that Prophet Muhammad 

should have been succeeded by “Imam Ali” 

who is his son-in-law. Sunni Muslims did not 

believe as Shiites do. 

The two Muslim faiths form bitter enemies 

and the cause of constant warring and 

conflict. 

The Arab Spring brought a seismic shift in 

the sectarian landscape. With civil war and 

political chaos rippling through the region, 

the deadly divide now runs through the 

Muslim world itself.  

In Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain and Iraq, Sunni 

and Shia Muslims are struggling for power 

while religious intolerance rises violently in 

Egypt.  

Meanwhile, the Sunni Gulf States are fighting 

proxy battles with Shia Iran for supremacy in 

the region, with Syria as ground zero. 

When one injects sectarian complexities such 

as these into political and nationalist divides, 

douse it with oil reserves, and trigger it with a 

changing of the international guard, one can 

see the grave implications for not only the 

Middle East, but around the globe.  

Russia’s rapidly diminishing role in this area as 

arising from its Ukrainian engagement, is creating a power vacuum and inspiring smaller, long-standing conflicts to rise 

in temperature. 

Referring to the highlit area in the map above, one can see how wide the area of conflicting national interests really is.  

Putin 

Putin comments yesterday - Commenting on NATO’s invitation to Finland and Sweden, Putin rejected the Western 

description of the move as a major defeat for Russia. 

“As for the assumption that we were fighting against NATO expansion to Ukraine but now have Sweden and Finland to 

deal with, there is no substance behind it at all, because for us Finland and Sweden joining NATO is not at all the same as 

the potential membership of Ukraine,” he said. 
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Sweden and Finland are free to do what they want, he said, but noted that “we will have to respond quid pro quo if 

military contingents and infrastructure are deployed there and create the same threats for the territories where they are 

created for us.” 

He said Russia doesn’t have territorial disputes with those countries, unlike Ukraine, which has declared an intention to 

win back Crimea that Russia annexed in 2014 and regain control over the Moscow-backed separatist regions in the east, 

known as the Donbas.. 

“Ukraine is a totally different matter,” Putin said. “They were turning Ukraine into an anti-Russia, a bridgehead for trying 

to destabilize Russia.” 

Putin also denied that Russian forces targeted a busy shopping mall in the central Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk, saying 

that his country doesn’t hit civilian facilities and alleging the airstrike was directed at a nearby weapons depot, echoing 

the remarks of his military officials. 

Putin said the actions in Ukraine “are proceeding according to plan” and “our forces are moving forward and attaining 

the objectives that have been set for the particular period of the engagement,” adding that he wouldn’t rush the 

operation to minimize losses. 

“The calls to Ukraine to continue fighting and to abandon any further negotiations confirm our belief that the united 

West and NATO do not care for Ukraine or the interests of the Ukrainian people, and that their goal is to protect their 

own interests,” Putin said. “The leading NATO members are using the Ukrainian people to reinforce their positions and 

their role in the world, reaffirm their hegemony and their imperial ambitions.” 

Putin alleged the West had “swindled, blatantly cheated” Moscow by offering verbal pledges in the 1990s not to expand 

NATO’s eastward and then enlarged it to incorporate former Soviet bloc countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the 

ex-Soviet republics in the Baltics. 

Putin's debt to North Korea's Kim Jong-un - The affinity between Russia and North Korea's leaders is affirmed by 

their mutual belief in threatening to nuke their enemies and boasting of the power of their “nuclear forces.” 

North Korea’s support for Russia has resulted in Putin having a debt to repay to Kim Jong-un - a terrifying prospect given 

the country’s ongoing ballistic missile tests. 

While the US has a strong stance on the tests and would like the UN to punish the North with more severe sanctions for 

all intercontinental ballistic missiles launched, Putin could get in the way of this, International Relations expert Donald 

Kirk said. He suspects Kim could play up his strong relationship with Putin to ensure Russia blocks any move. 

Kim and Putin first met in 2019, in Russia’s far eastern port city Vladivostok. The pair’s alliance seems to have only 

strengthened over time, in recent times, thanks to North Korea’s support for the invasion of Ukraine. 

If Putin decides to repay Kim for his rhetorical loyalty, he could begin providing heavy weapons and spare parts. 

The concerns came as North Korea was reportedly prioritizing repairing or replacing all MiGs and other fighters, bombers 

and transport aircraft handed down by Kim’s grandfather, dynasty founder Kim Il-sung. 

When the Soviet empire broke up in 1991, the flow of aid from the former USSR into North Korea ended. 

The most immediate effect of this was that Russia stopped accepting North Korean currency, which was nearly worthless, 

as payment for a wide range of goods needed to shore up the impoverished North Korean economy. 

As a result, North Korea was plunged into a state of poverty. 
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There are suggestions that Putin should restore relations to where they were before the demise of the Soviet empire and 

show support by shipping food and other goods to North Korea for nearly nothing. 

The affinity between the two leaders is affirmed by their mutual belief in threatening to nuke their enemies and boasting 

of the power of their “nuclear forces.” 

Putin's invasion plans doomed as he 'awakens sleeping giant', expert says – Putin’s plans are now "doomed" 

as the Kremlin leader has "awakened a sleeping giant" by threatening Europe, a military expert has said. 

Ukraine continues to receive weapons as they continue to hold off Russian advances. 

Putin's forces have stagnated in eastern Ukraine as the original plan of a swift and effective invasion has slipped through 

his fingers. 

One military expert has shared online why Russia' s plans are doomed. 

Nicholas Drummond explained how getting military equipment and continued support for Ukraine is proving effective. 

He wrote on Twitter : "Scholz + Germany in partnership with Macron and France, Johnson and Britain, Biden and America, 

Morawiecki and Poland, and many others, show there is more that unites us than divides us. 

“Such solidarity with Ukraine suggests that Russian plans to subsume it are doomed.” He went on to explain Putin's plans 

for a short war are slipping through his fingers. 

He continued: “The war in Ukraine seems unlikely to be over soon.  

“Today, Scholz expressing his commitment to Ukraine for as long as it needs Germany’s support is a clear admission that 

Putin will not be allowed to succeed in Ukraine. 

Mr Drummond praised Britain for its role in supplying Ukraine. He said: “I feel duty-bound to mention Ben Wallace in all 

this. “His early decision to send NLAW, Javelin and an enormous quantity of munitions to Ukraine set a great example 

and was crucial in the early stages of the conflict. 

“He has since worked to bind Europe and the USA together.” 

Mr Drummond then suggested Putin has alienated himself and Russia from the world due to his actions. 

He concluded: “Ultimately, Putin has sacrificed Russian lives for no substantive gain. “He is bankrupting Russia’s economy 

and has trashed its international reputation. 

In his comments, Lavrov accused the EU of “destroying” diplomatic relations between the two sides in 2014, when Russia 

first invaded Ukraine, illegally annexing Crimea, and setting up the frozen conflict in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region that 

is now the primary theater of the Russia-Ukraine war. 

“The EU is not at all interested in understanding our interests,” he said, claiming that “what has been decided in 

Washington has been decided in Brussels.” 

Even if the war were to end tomorrow—and there is zero chance of that happening—experts have suggested that Russia 

could remain economically isolated for decades to come. 

As it fends off Russian attacks, Ukraine is utterly dependent on Western armaments that NATO members continue to 

pump into the country. Meanwhile, Russian President Vladimir Putin has begun openly displaying his imperial 

intentions—though his point of reference is not the USSR, but Peter the Great. 
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If the Cold War callbacks weren’t sufficiently clear, Russia has in recent months regularly reminded NATO that it has one 

of the world’s biggest nuclear arsenals; and the Western alliance—which may soon include Russian neighbor Finland—

plans to increase the number of troops on its eastern flank from 40,000 to 300,000. 

Geopolitics 

Caspian nations reaffirm pledge to keep foreign armies out - Putin and the leaders of the other four countries 

along the Caspian Sea on Wednesday reaffirmed their shared commitment to keep foreign militaries out of the region. 

The presidents of Russia, Iran, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan met in Turkmenistan’s capital, Ashgabat, for a 

summit to discuss regional cooperation and international issues. 

In a communique after the meeting, they emphasized their agreement to bar any foreign militaries from the Caspian. 

They also underlined a pledge not to offer the territory of their nations for aggression against another littoral country. 

The communique also emphasized the importance of cooperation in the military sphere between the Caspian nations. 

In 2018, the five countries signed a convention for exploitation of the Caspian Sea resources that ended decades of 

uncertainty. 

For Putin, Wednesday’s visit to Ashgabat came as part of his first foreign trip since Moscow launched its invasion of 

Ukraine on Feb. 24. Putin visited the ex-Soviet nation of Tajikistan the previous day. 

Putin and Russia also signed agreements with Ukraine in 1992 and 2014, and abrogated and contravened each in later 

years. 

G7 aims to raise $600 billion to counter China's Belt and Road - G7 leaders say they’ll raise $600 billion for 

infrastructure funding to challenge Chinese investment around the world. The money is intended for low- and middle-

income countries and it’s expected to span a five-year period. The U.S. is pledging $200 billion in grants and funding, and 

Europe is pledging about $317 billion, according to Reuters, reporting Monday from the latest G7 leaders’ meeting in 

southern Germany. 

Japan and the US specifically opted out of any engagement in China’s BRI, citing its bi-lateral as opposed to multi-lateral 

construction.  

China opposes purported India plan to host certain G20 events in J&K - Comments from China's Foreign 

Ministry spokesperson come after Pakistan rejected any Indian plans of holding certain G20 events in J&K. It was reported 

that Islamabad would reach out to Turkey, Saudi Arabia and China to boycott the events. 

China has opposed India’s reported plan of hosting certain G20 events at locations in Jammu & Kashmir, stating that 

relevant sides should not “politicize the issue”. 

Beijing’s position is in line with Pakistan’s as Islamabad has been trying to drum up support in sympathetic capitals against 

India’s plan. Pakistan has reached out to close allies in the G20. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian while responding to a question from state media on Thursday said, 

“We have noted relevant information.” 

“China's position on Kashmir is consistent and clear cut. It is a legacy issue between India and Pakistan. It should be 

properly resolved in accordance with the relevant UN resolutions and bilateral agreements,” Zhao said. 


