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Conflict Update # 66 

May 21st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces are conducting 
operations to cut off Ukrainian ground lines 

of communication (GLOCs) between 

Severodonetsk and Lysychansk across the 

Severskyi Donetsk River. 

The information space in Mariupol will 

likely become increasingly restricted in the 

coming weeks as Russian forces shift focus 

from completing the capture of the Azovstal 

Steel Plant to consolidating occupational 

control of the city. 

Russian troops are likely reinforcing 
their grouping around Kharkiv City to 

prevent further Ukrainian advances toward 

the international border.  

Russian forces may be assembling 

forces in certain areas of Zaporizhia and 

Kherson oblasts to initiate further offensive 

operations on the southern axis. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces made small advances 

southeast of Izyum. Footage posted by the 

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) showed 

DNR forces examining a destroyed dam in 

Oskil, about 10 km southeast of Izyum, 

suggesting that Ukrainian forces likely 

withdrew from the settlement across the 

Oskil River. Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces around Izyum are preparing to resume an offensive in 

the direction of Slovyansk. They shelled Velyka Komyshuvakha to the southwest of Izyum and Dovehenke to the southeast 

of Izyum, indicating they plan to continue offensive operations to the south of Izyum. 

Russian forces made gains in the Rubizhne-Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area and intensified efforts to capture 

Severodonetsk and blew up a bridge across the Severskyi Donetsk River between Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, setting 

conditions to sever Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) and take  Severodonetsk. Pro-Russian milbloggers 

yesterday wrote about the beginning of the Battle of Severodonetsk and claimed that Russian forces are closing in on the 
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area from the north, east, and south. The 

milbloggers emphasized the importance of 

disrupting Ukrainian GLOCs between Lysychansk 

and Severodonetsk, which are facilitated by at 

least two major bridges across the Severskyi 

Donetsk River. Russian forces’ destruction of at 

least one of the two bridges between the two 

towns will likely hinder Ukrainian GLOCs to 

Severodonetsk and indicate a Russian effort to 

encircle the city. They reportedly conducted 

attacks against several towns around Popasna, 

which may allow them to push northward toward 

Severodonetsk. Russian claims about their gains 

around Popasna remain unconfirmed by open 

sources as of the time of this publication.  

Russian forces focused on offensive operations 

around Lyman but did not make any confirmed 

advances today. Ukrainian General Staff reported 

that Russian troops are fighting in Lypove, 

Vasylivka, Marinka, and Novomykhailivka under 

air and artillery support and that Russian forces 

plan to resume operations in the area of Yampil-

Siversk (just east of Lyman) by crossing the 

Severskyi Donets River. The main Russian effort 

in the Lyman area will likely focus on advancing 

westward to reach the Donetsk-Kharkiv Oblast 

administrative border and merge with operations to the south of Izyum. 

Supporting Effort #1—Mariupol - The Russian Ministry of Defense claimed full control of Mariupol as the last group 

of Ukrainian fighters surrendered and left the Azovstal Steel Plant on May 21. The announcement of the conclusion of 

hostilities in Mariupol comes a month after Russian President Vladimir Putin and Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu claimed 

victory in the Battle of Mariupol on April 21. They have reportedly begun demining the territory of the plant and restoring 

the Port of Mariupol. 

Russian occupation forces are likely intensifying “filtration” processes to consolidate control of Mariupol. Ukrainian 

Ombudsman Lyudmila Denisova stated that up to 4,000 men from Mariupol are now in filtration camps outside of the 

city, and Advisor to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andryushchenko claimed that Chechen Rosgvardia troops are taking 

over control of filtration points as DNR forces redeploy to other areas. The information space in Mariupol will likely 

become increasingly restricted in the coming weeks as Russian forces shift their attention from the capture of Azovstal 

to consolidating occupational control over the city. 

Supporting Effort #2—Kharkiv City - Russian forces maintained their positions to prevent further Ukrainian advances 

toward the Russian border and conducted air and artillery strikes north of Kharkiv City on May 21. Ukrainian General 

Staff noted that Russia intends to strengthen its grouping around Kharkiv City with unspecified elements of the 1st Guards 

Tank Army. The Internal Minister of the Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) additionally claimed that its personnel are 

operating in Vovchansk, northern Kharkiv Oblast. These reports indicate that Russian forces are reinforcing their presence 
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north of Kharkiv City to hold their current positions and push back potential Ukrainian advances further north toward the 

international border and east toward Russian GLOCs heading toward Izyum. 

Supporting Effort #3—Southern Axis - Russian 

forces may be preparing for an offensive to capture 

the remainder of northern Kherson Oblast and push 

toward Zaporizhia City despite not making any 

confirmed advances on the southern axis on May 

21. The Kherson Regional State Administration 

stated that Russian troops are replenishing their 

grouping in Vysokopillyya and Arkhangelske, 

northern Kherson Oblast, in anticipation of 

increased combat activity in the area of the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border. The Zaporizhia 

Regional Military Administration noted that there is 

a high concentration of Russian forces in 

Inzhenerne, south of Huliapole, indicating that their 

troops are potentially preparing for continued 

offensives toward Huliapole. The Zaporizhia 

Regional Military Administration claimed that 

occupying forces in Melitopol are hanging banners 

to celebrate the 220th anniversary of the Taurida 

Governate, which may indicate Russian forces 

intend to make occupied areas in Kherson and 

Zaporizhia a quasi-republic like the LNR or DNR, but 

also emphasizes lack of consistency in handling 

occupation agendas across Ukraine. Russian forces 

additionally shelled and launched missile strikes on 

Mykolaiv, Odesa, Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts. 

Ukrainian authorities are reportedly strengthening 

border security between Ukraine and Transnistria. The local Ukrainian border guard detachment announced new 

restrictions prohibiting the civilian use of drones, night vision equipment, and navigation of small boats in the area. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces are protecting the border and conducting counter-sabotage 

measures. 

Immediate items to watch 

• Russian forces are likely reinforcing their grouping north of Kharkiv City to prevent further advances of the 

Ukrainian counteroffensive toward the Russian border. Russan forces may commit elements of the 1st Tank Army 

to northern Kharkiv in the near future.  

• The Russians will continue efforts to encircle Severodonetsk and Lysychansk at least from the south, possibly by 

focusing on cutting off the last highway connecting Severodonetsk-Lysychansk with the rest of Ukraine. 

• Russian forces in Mariupol will likely shift their focus to occupational control of the city as the siege of Azovstal 

has concluded. 

• Russian forces are likely preparing for Ukrainian counteroffensives and settling in for protracted operations in 

southern Ukraine. 
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Russia’s military is now a ‘wounded bear.’ Can it revive itself? - Watching Russia’s invasion of Ukraine flag and 

falter, Norway’s top military officer was as surprised as the wider military world at just how badly the supposedly superior 

Russian military was performing. 

“The status of the forces were worse than their higher officers believed. I think that’s a fact. The tanks were not as 

operational as they were supposed to be, they had problems with logistics, all those things,” Gen. Eirik Kristoffersen, 

Norway’s chief of defense, told Breaking Defense in a May 12 interview. 

But despite the surprising success of Ukraine’s defenders nearly three months into the doomed invasion, Kristoffersen 

joins experts and other officials in warning that the conflict is far from over — and predicting that, eventually, the Russian 

military will regroup, even if questions remain about exactly what that looks like. In the meantime, Kristoffersen said, the 

Kremlin is as dangerous as ever. 

“I would just describe Russia now as a wounded bear, and it’s even cornered up,” Kristoffersen said. “I think it’s very 

dangerous, because what President [Vladimir] Putin has left is his nuclear deterrence, which is, you know, that’s very 

dangerous.” 

Assuming Putin does not go nuclear — and Kristoffersen sounded relatively calm on that front, saying he doesn’t “see 

any will or motivation for Russians to use nuclear weapons right now, I think the threshold is still high” — then it appears 

the Ukraine situation may not have a near-term end in sight. 

Kristoffersen predicts the situation in Ukraine will remain a “protracted war,” thanks to the strong Ukrainian defense. 

Those comments were echoed on May 16 by Finland’s ambassador to the United States, Mikko Hautala, who said the 

conflict will be a “long-term one,” which is “kind of a stalemate situation. And frankly, it’s hard to see what kind of political 

development” would break that hold. 

Russia moves to recruit more soldiers by eliminating its age limit for military service after a series of setbacks in 

Ukraine. Russian lawmakers yesterday took steps to expand its military recruitment to include older citizens as its forces 

have taken major hits and been pushed out of key areas in Ukraine. 

An amendment was introduced in Russia's parliament that would eliminate the requirement that first-time military 

enlistments be between the ages of 18 to 40, The New York Times reported. 

The measure would allow older Russian citizens to join the war effort. A statement from the lower house of Parliament 

said "highly professional specialists are needed" to operate military equipment, The Times reported. The statement also 

said medical workers and engineers were among the specialists needed. 

‘Conscription by stealth’ as Russia looks to boost numbers in Ukraine - Putin has yet to announce a full 

mobilization, which Western analysts had predicted he would do, but mounting evidence points to an ongoing covert 

campaign to entice young men to serve. 

Agora, a major Russian association of human rights lawyers, has fielded more than 2,000 calls and messages since March, 

with the increase attributed to young men fearing imminent conscription. 

“The number of cases linked to mobilization has been growing exponentially in the past two weeks – this is the only thing 

we’ve been dealing with in recent days,” Pavel Chikov, the head of Agora, said in a statement. 

Social media is littered with posts by Russian men telling how they have been ordered to attend their local conscription 

office so their military files can be updated. 

“Russia does not have a system to take in, train and successfully employ a mass mobilized force. The question is to what 

extent they can piecemeal raise manning,” Michael Kofman, the director of Russian Studies at the Centre for a New 
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American Security, said. “It is quite possible that eventually Moscow will be forced to conduct what constitutes a partial 

mobilisation, whether declared or undeclared.” 

A chasm between public support for the Russian army and willingness to take up arms and fight in Ukraine is widening. 

Recently, growing fears of a mass mobilisation have spilled over into a flurry of arson ttacks on conscription offices, 

including three in less than a week. 

In recent weeks, the defence ministry has started to advertise short-term contracts, specifying that successful candidates 

will be deployed in Ukraine for “at least three months to take part in the special military operation to de-militarise and 

de-Nazify Ukraine”. 

The monthly salary on those contracts hovers around 200,000 roubles, as much as a Russian from the provinces can hope 

to make in several months if not in a whole year. 

Makeshift conscription offices in trailers and tents have been spotted in several Russian cities. Yegor, from Nizhny 

Novgorod, came across a mobile office in a park earlier this month – but did not notice much enthusiasm among locals. 

“I’m going to sit it out. You sign that contract and next day they put you on a plane to Belgorod,” he said. “I don’t want 

that.” 

Russia Turns Its Firepower On Odessa - Air strikes on the port city of Odessa have become more frequent over the 

past three weeks, with fears rising that it could follow Mariupol as Vladimir Putin’s next principal target. 

Ukrainian forces resisting in and around the city of Mykolaiv, 80 miles up the coast, have prevented Odessa from being 

encircled by Russian forces. But Anna Akage writes that Russia has multiple motivations, both symbolic and strategic, for 

focusing attacks on the southern city. Chief among these reasons is that Moscow wants to intimidate Moldova, whose 

border lies only 35 miles away, with its own internal battle with pro-Russian separatists in the breakaway republic of 

Transnistria. 

The chances are high that Putin will attempt to repeat the destruction of Mariupol with a similar attack on Odessa. This 

is a crucial piece of the (Russian) overall plan to take control of the coastal region and then strike north into Moldova. 

It similarly speaks to the ramping up of supply of anti-ship missiles to Ukraine from both the US and the UK. Odessa is 

being targeted from Russian warships offshore and currently out of range of Ukrainian land-based defense systems. 

Putin in 'Absolute Dead End' as He's Unable to Win War - Putin is "at an absolute dead end" in Ukraine, unable 

to either win or lose the war, according to Ukraine's military intelligence chief. 

Major General Kyrylo Budanov said he believes Russia has the power to keep fighting until the end of the year, but that 

the campaign in Ukraine has already been "a strategic defeat" for the Kremlin. 

"Putin is in an absolute dead end," Budanov told the Wall Street Journal. "He cannot stop the war and he cannot win it. 

He cannot win for objective reasons. And to stop it, he must acknowledge that Russia is not at all the kind of strong and 

great state that he wanted to portray." 

Such an admission of failure, according to Budanov, would represent "a step toward the destruction of the statehood of 

today's Russia."  

Russia has failed to occupy any significant target in Ukraine in the nearly three months since the war began. Its withdrawal 

from the areas surrounding Kyiv in early April, as the Kremlin ordered to redirect troops towards the "complete 

liberation" of the Donbas, was the first major sign that the war was not going according to the Kremlin's original plan. 
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Over a month later, the Donbas is not yet under Russian occupation, as fierce fighting continues in the region. Russian 

troops have recently made small gains in Popasna, in the Luhansk region, and are now intensifying the offensive in the 

region around the city of Severodonetsk, according to the Institute for the Study of War. According to Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelensky, the area has turned into "hell." 

On the northeastern front, in the area surrounding Ukraine's second largest city Kharkiv, Russian troops have reportedly 

been pushed back by the Ukrainian counteroffensive, with Ukraine's armed forces claiming to have reached the Russian 

border. 

What Is The Russian 'Terminator' Spotted In Ukraine? - New images confirm 

Russia's military deployment of an unusual armored fighting vehicle to the Donbas 

in Ukraine. This is a Russian tank-support fighting vehicle (BMPT), 

photographed during drills in 2017.  

Dubbed "Terminators" by their manufacturer, Uralvagonzavod, the 

vehicles received a flood of media attention in late May after being 

sighted in Ukraine. 

The photo and two amateur videos reportedly show the presence of 

Russian Terminators around the eastern Ukrainian town of 

Severodonetsk. The presence of the vehicles in Ukraine was 

apparently confirmed on May 18 by a report in Russia's RIA Novosti 

news agency. 

Terminators are the result of Russia's quest to develop vehicles designed for fighting in tight urban spaces. That need 

became urgent after the first Chechen war in which massive numbers of Russian armored vehicles were wiped out by 

Chechen fighters.  

Russia's Terminators are intended to fight in urban 

environments alongside tanks, replacing that need for 

supporting infantry. It is unclear whether Terminator 

crews locked inside heavy armor would be able to 

match the situational awareness of troops in the open. 

Some Western analysts say the deployment of several 

of the rare fighting vehicles is a sign of "frustration" 

from the Kremlin, while Russian commentators have 

applauded their use as an example of the depth of 

Russia's arsenal. 

Either way, the presence of Terminators in the Donbas, where advanced anti-tank weaponry awaits the Russian advance, 

is certainly a gamble. The Russian military's carefully crafted image of "invincibility" would take a further beating if the 

Terminators fare poorly in Ukraine. 

Russia’s Su-57 Is Participating In The War In Ukraine – A report in the Russian media states that the new-

generation Su-57 Felon fighter has been employed in combat in Ukraine. While the Su-57 program has suffered its fair 

share of problems, and still not in full operational service, the Felon has previously undertaken at least a limited combat 

evaluation in Syria, and further exposure to a real-world conflict would not be entirely surprising. 
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“The use of Su-57 aircraft in Ukraine began two to three weeks after the start of the special operation,” an 

unnamed "defense industry source" told the state-run TASS news agency. “The aircraft operate 

outside the zone of active destruction by enemy air 

defense systems, using missile 

weapons,” they added. 

The fact that the claim states that the Felons have been 

flying outside the range of Ukrainian air defenses is 

itself interesting. It points to the very real threat 

that ground-based air defenses pose to Russian 

aircraft, as well as the Russians’ continued inability to 

gain more than localized air superiority against the Ukrainian 

Air Force. 

Accounts from the Ukrainian Air Force indicate that not only are the 

Russian fighters generally unwilling to engage in aerial combat unless they enjoy 

significant numerical superiority, but also that they frequently operate close to 

the border, if not actually outside Ukrainian airspace. 

The Kh-58UShK anti-radiation missile is scaled to fit inside the Su-57’s internal bay as is the 

‘modular’ Kh-38M air-to-ground missile that can be fitted with alternative semi-active laser, imaging infrared, or active-

radar seekers. Any of these weapons, and more, could have potential applications in the Ukraine war, including striking 

targets after launch from outside Ukraine’s borders. 

So far, the Kremlin has ordered just 76 series-production Su-57s and, so far, only four examples have actually been 

handed over, the two latest examples in February this year. These jets are assigned to the 929th State Flight Test Center 

and are based at Akhtubinsk, where they are involved in the state acceptance trials. At the same base are also examples 

of the pre-production aircraft and prototypes, collectively known by the T-50 designation. 

Russia Is Using Chips From Dishwashers to Fix Its Tanks - Russia is being forced to scavenge for components from 

home appliances in order to keep its military hardware functioning. 

As Business Insider reports, commerce secretary Gina Raimondo explained, "We have reports from Ukrainians that when 

they find Russian military equipment on the ground, it's filled with semiconductors that they took out of dishwashers and 

refrigerators." 

The Russian military is stripping components out of commercial and industrial machines as well as common home 

appliances for use in its tanks. The move is thought to be a result of the heavy sanctions Russia now finds itself under, 

with US companies unable to sell and ship parts to the country. Many European companies have also ceased trading with 

Russia in reponse to Vladimir Putin's war with Ukraine. 

Raimondo said this was all part of the plan when sanctions were imposed, "Our approach was to deny Russia technology 

— technology that would cripple their ability to continue a military operation. And that is exactly what we are doing." 

Continuing rumors persist regarding Russia using makeshift IT and commercial assets in providing troops with information 
and smart weaponry.  

Recent inspection of downed Russian fighter jets reveal that commercially-available GPS handheld systems are attached 
to fighter control panels – with Velcro! Drones have been found with dated Nikon cameras strapped to a cell phone and 
taped on the drone – their method of battlefield observation. 
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Putin 

Inside Putin’s ‘isolated bunker’ as he launches NEW Donbas offensive - Putin appeared dazed as he spluttered 

and retched in meeting amid chemotherapy rumors. His health rumors have further intensified as now it is claimed that 

he is currently undergoing chemo treatment. 

Putin looked dazed and bloated as he sat across from defense giant Sergey Chemezov, broadcast on Russian state TV, 

with his chin resting on his chest and his hands gripping the table during the talks. At several points in the video, Putin is 

seen retching and seems unable to speak properly, the Mirror UK reports. 

Despite this, the Kremlin has publicly stated that Putin is fit and well and has denied any claims of ill health. An insider 

has claimed Putin missed his reported mistress Alina Kabaeva’s birthday because he had to undergo an operation. 

A top oligarch has claimed the Russian leader is "very ill with blood cancer," 

An investigation by Russian independent journalists found that he is permanently surrounded by a large medical team 

led by a specialist thyroid cancer surgeon. Another version is that he is suffering from abdominal cancer. 

There are now rumors in Moscow that he is due to face surgery for cancer imminently, and that he may put trusted aide 

Nikolai Patrushev, secretary of the Russian security council, in charge while he is incapacitated. 

EU 

Ukraine needs full EU candidacy not 'compromise' - Ukraine needs to become a full candidate to join the EU, 

rather than signing up to the kind of broader "European political community" antechamber proposed by France, 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Saturday. 

During a joint press conference with Portuguese PM Antonio Costa, Zelenskyy said: "We don't need any alternatives to 

the application of Ukraine to join the European Union, we don't need such compromises," Zelenskyy told reporters in 

Kyiv during a joint press conference with visiting Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa. 

French President Emmanuel Macron raised hackles in Ukraine on May 9 by suggesting that the country could take 

"decades" to become a full EU member and should aspire instead to join a "European political community," a sort of 

antechamber for the European Union. 

Geopolitics 

The utter necessity of a Russian defeat - From a Western Clausewitzian standpoint, there is no longer any political 

justification for Russia’s aggression against Ukraine other than to allow Putin to save face. But from Putin and his 

supporters’ perspective on Clausewitz ,that is more than a sufficient justification for continuing this war.  

Putin has long since morphed into a contemporary version of a Shakespearean villain who is in blood so steeped that to 

go back would be as tiresome as to go o’er. Indeed, Putin and his colleagues are busily making reckless nuclear threats in 

the belief that such threats will frighten the West into stopping the war with Russian troops on Ukrainian soil. In other 

words, they are exploiting Nixon’s madman theory to terrify Westerners with nuclear threats. 

Unfortunately, too many Western experts are arguing that we have to save Russia or Putin’s face lest the humiliation of 

defeat drive him to escalate. Alternatively, they argue that we must negotiate the future of European security with Russia.  

To put it starkly, they are all too willing to sacrifice Ukrainian territory and sovereignty to relieve their anxiety about 

escalation. Moreover, they also seem to harbor the strange idea that Western and U.S. deterrents are inherently 



 

9 
 

ineffectual and immoral, if not absent, even though they have no proof of these defects in that deterrent. In fact, Putin 

has no “off-ramp” save victory, which is increasingly unlikely unless fearful Western leaders coerce Ukraine into 

surrender. That outcome not only undermines Ukraine’s confidence in the West; it also validates Putin’s strategy that 

the West lacks the nerve to defend its interests and values in the face of his nuclear threats. 

Neither would such a program bring about peace — quite the contrary. Putin or his successors could spin that outcome 

as a victory and use it to provide a basis for renewed campaigns against Ukraine and Europe. After all, he has sought for 

over 20 years to subvert and now destroy any idea of Ukrainian statehood. Espousing the approach of preventing a 

decisive Ukrainian victory also makes it impossible to hold any Russians accountable for the economic devastation 

wreaked on Ukraine or the genocidal crimes committed across Ukraine at Moscow’s orders. 

While we obviously must take nuclear threats seriously; we must, in Voltaire’s words, “cultivate our garden,” i.e. 

European security. We must remind Putin that we too have a deterrent, both conventional and nuclear, and that if he 

launches a nuclear attack on Ukraine or Europe to save his power and system, it will be the last thing he ever does. 

Moreover, if there is to be genuine security in Europe, including Russia, it is necessary to foreclose Russia’s option of a 

renewed Russian empire. A Russian empire is sustainable only through an autocracy like Putin’s that is both wholly 

criminalized and consumed by the ideology of Russia as being under permanent threat from NATO. 

Empire intrinsically presupposes an unending state of war across Eurasia since Russia’s neighbors refuse to renounce 

their sovereignty and territory. And Russia clearly cannot sustain either war or empire. 

Therefore, we must reject the advice of those who would gladly sacrifice Ukraine’s vital interests to their anxiety about 

Putin losing face. A Russian defeat is necessary not just to enhance Ukraine and Europe’s security but also to allow the 

Russian people to confront, as Germany has done, their history and responsibility for the crimes committed in the past 

and the present in Russia’s name. Only on that basis will Russia have a chance to reclaim its European vocation and enrich 

the lives of both its citizens and its neighbors. Stephen Blank, Ph.D., is a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research 

Institute (FPRI). 

Impacts 

Watching Ukraine, US special ops realizes it’s behind on information war capabilities - As videos of Ukrainian 

military successes, Russia’s battlefield failures and humanitarian atrocities committed by Russian forces flood out of 

Ukraine online, US special operations leaders worry that the US military needs to quickly build up its information warfare 

capabilities. 

“I still don’t think that we have all the tools that we need, and we need to continue to develop at speed how we push 

back inside the information space,” Gen. Richard Clarke, commander of US Special Operations Command, said at the 

Special Operations Forces Industry Conference Tuesday. 

For the last three months, Clarke said, Ukrainian leadership has used the information space to boost morale and expose 

the truth about the Russian military’s actions in Ukraine, effectively swaying the world against Russia. But now, the US 

needs to start thinking about what authorities, tools and capabilities it will use in the information space against a more 

difficult adversary, Clarke said. 

One area SOCOM is looking to invest in is “sentiment analysis” tools to better understand if information operations are 

used effectively. Sentiment analysis tools use artificial intelligence and automation to identify if data is positive, negative 

or neutral. Clarke said sentiment analysis is something “we’re working on very hard” to give information warfare 

specialists the ability to “sense that and then we can react to that and send targeted messages.” 
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“If we can apply big data, artificial intelligence and machine learning, I think it will give our people that are working in 

this space an advantage,” Clarke said. 

Russia's Withdrawal From Syria Is an Opportunity for Israel - Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz revealed 

details about the largest Israel Defense Force (IDF) drill in recent years last week. The drill included simulated airstrikes 

on Iran and a simulated multi-front war against Iran-backed proxies in Syria, Lebanon, and Gaza. The message was 

unmistakable: The Israeli government is weighing its military options, and the military is readying for whatever the 

government decides. Iran should be worried. 

Right now, however, all eyes are on Syria. The war in Ukraine has prompted Russia to redeploy some forces and hardware 

out of Syria, where it has been buttressing the embattled regime of Bashar al-Assad. As the Russians depart, the Iranians 

want to fill the void. 

The Israelis are determined not to let that happen. The Syrian-Israeli border, as well as key bases and facilities in Syria, 

have witnessed significant clashes in recent years. The Iranian regime continues to build its capabilities to target Israel 

from this war-torn territory. And Israel continues to erode those capabilities. 

Arrest Warrant For Pro-Russia Former Ukrainian President - A Kyiv court has granted permission for the arrest 

of former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. The former president is accused of smuggling 20 people into Russia 

from Donetsk Oblast in 2014 with the assistance of three helicopters of the Russian Armed Forces, Ukraine’s prosecutor 

general’s office said in a statement published to its website. Yanukovych was convicted in absentia for treason in 2019 

and sentenced to 13 years in prison. He is believed to live in exile in Russia. 

Yanukovych entered US news space when he was identified as the paymaster to American Paul Manafort. He was also 

identified as a possible replacement for Zylenskyy during the initital stages of the Russia invasion of Ukraine. 

Russia Gets a Taste of Its Own Medicine as Hackers Target the Country - The world is used to Russian hackers 

being a serious threat to businesses and infrastructure, but the tables have turned, and now Russia is increasingly the 

focus of attacks. 

As Reuters reports, Putin held a meeting with the Russian government's Security Council today during which cyber-

attacks were a focus. Apparently the number of attacks targeting state-owned companies, financial institutions, medical 

providers, and news websites in the country have increased several-fold. 

Putin said, "Targeted attempts are being made to disable the internet resources of Russia's critical information 

infrastructure," and that "Serious attacks have been launched against the official sites of government agencies. Attempts 

to illegally penetrate the corporate networks of leading Russian companies are much more frequent as well." 

Notable targets for these attacks include Russia's second largest bank VTB, online marketplace Avito, e-commerce 

company Wildberries, tech company Yandex, food delivery company Delivery Club, and video hosting website RuTube. 

Putin believes the best countermeasure is a focus on domestic technology and equipment, while also acknowledging 

sanctions have meant technical support for foreign software and products has stopped. 

Widening of the Conflict 

Greece: Turkish Jets Overflight at Alexandroupolis an “Unprecedented Violation” - Greece strongly 

condemned the overflight of two Turkish fighter jets near Alexandroupoli on Friday, calling the incident an 

“unprecedented violation of national sovereignty.” 

The jets flew into Greek airspace within 2.5 nautical miles of the northeastern city. “This action is a very clear escalation 

of Turkish provocation,” the ministry said in a statement that was read. 
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The statement also noted that Foreign Minister Nikos Dendias had instructed the ministry’s secretary general, 

Themistoklis Demiris, to lodge “an immediate and strong protest with the Turkish ambassador.” 

The ministry said the incursion was “part of Turkey’s effort to promote its neo-Ottoman revisionism, in violation of the 

fundamental rules of international law.” 

Turkish aircraft have, in fact, been violating Greek airspace almost non-stop since the beginning of the year. 

According to GEETHA, Turkey violated Greek airspace every single day from April 11th to April 13th. Its F-16 fighter jets 

flew above the Greek islands of Panagia, Oinousses, and Farmakonisi. 

Back in February, Greece issued a diplomatic protest, or demarche, to Turkey over the continued provocations of Turkish 

officials, including President Erdogan, who have even been questioning the sovereignty of the Aegean islands. 

Britain's Truss Says Moldova Should Be 'Equipped To NATO Standard' - British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss says 

Moldova should be "equipped to NATO standard" to protect itself against potential Russian aggression. 

In an interview with The Telegraph published on May 21, Truss said talks were under way with allies about how to help 

smaller countries defend themselves, given Russian President Vladimir Putin's "ambitions to create a Greater Russia." 

She said the aim was to ensure Ukraine is "permanently able to defend itself," and this also applies to other "vulnerable 

states" such as Moldova, which is also not a member of the NATO alliance. 

"What we’re working on at the moment is a joint commission with Ukraine and Poland on upgrading Ukrainian defenses 

to NATO standard," Truss told The Telegraph. 

Pressed on whether she wants to see Western weaponry and intelligence provided to Moldova, Truss said: "I would want 

to see Moldova equipped to NATO standard. This is a discussion we're having with our allies." 

Asked if this is because Russia poses a security threat to Moldova, she said: "Absolutely. I mean, Putin has been clear 

about his ambitions to create a Greater Russia." 

The Telegraph quoted an aide as saying "NATO standard" 

would involve members of the alliance supplying 

modern equipment to replace gear from the Soviet era 

and providing training in how to use it. 

Moldova and its tiny breakaway region of Transdniester 

share a roughly 1,200-kilometer border with Ukraine and 

fears of a spillover have intensified since Russia's full-

scale invasion of Ukraine began in late February.  

Looking at the map alongside, one can see how Russia 

will encircle Ukraine by capturing Moldova.  

Should Russia succeed in capturing Moldova, surround and then capture Ukraine and already with Belarus under its 

control, it will hold a dominant geopolitical position in control of East-West movement, the largest of the world’s 6 food 

baskets and a warm-water port for aggression into the Middle East and North Africa – predicted as being one of the 

“global futures” of world politics and control.  

This will place the Baltic countries – Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, together with Finland, Norway and Sweden at risk. 

Should Russia succeed in this pursuits, it will gain a commanding position in the Arctic, where huge mineral, oil and traffic 

passageways are being sought by multiple players. 
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Russia already has more nuclear-powered icebreakers than the rest of the world combined and is commissioning 7 more 

within a few years. The question to be asked and answered by NATO and the West is “Why does Russia require so many 

advanced Arctic icebreakers?.” 

China has attempted to join the Arctic debate by declaring itself “near-Arctic.” 

With global warming, the Arctic takes on significant importance in future geopolitics. 

Russian state TV claims Ukraine war a 'rehearsal for possible war with NATO' - Putin's war in Ukraine is a 

"rehearsal" for a larger fight with NATO, a Russian commenter has claimed on state television. 

The Kremlin has repeatedly claimed the offensive is a "special military operation", claiming they want to rid the nation 

of "neo-Nazis". Russian state TV is closely controlled by the Kremlin and is often used as a means to circulate Moscow-

backed propaganda to shape public perception. 

During a recent panel discussion on the Russia-1 network, Professor Alexei Fenenko, a leading research fellow at the 

Institute of International Security Studies, said the invasion was a "rehearsal". 

"For us, the war in Ukraine is a rehearsal. Rehearsal for a possible bigger conflict in the future," Prof Fenenko said. "We'll 

test and compare NATO weapons to our own, we'll find out on the battlefield how much stronger our weapons are then 

theirs. 

"This may be a learning experience for future conflicts." 

If Prof Fenenko's comments were sanctioned, it might signal a change in approach by the Kremlin to try and re-define its 

military objectives to make the operation appear more successful than it has been. 

Retired US general Barry R McCaffery described the claim as "astonishing". 


