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Conflict Update # 302 

December 22nd, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 100,400 (660) soldiers killed, 3,003 (+1) enemy tanks, 5,981 (+2) armored  combat vehicles, 1,978 

(+6) artillery systems, 413 (+1) MLRS systems, 212 (+0) air defense systems, 283 (+1) warplanes, 267 (+0) helicopters, 

1,693 (+5) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 653 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,615 (+7) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 178 (+0) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Zelenskyy back in Ukraine after Washington trip - He has returned to Ukraine after visiting the US in his first 

international trip since Russia’s full-scale invasion in February, his spokesman told AFP. 
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Sergiy Nykyforov, a presidential press secretary, confirmed that the Ukrainian leader had crossed the country’s borders 

after a brief stop in Poland to meet with ally President Andrzej Duda. 

US has ‘pinpointed the baseline’ in the conflict, says Podolyak - Ukrainian presidential adviser, Mykhailo 

Podolyak, says the US has “finally pinpointed the baseline” that Russia must lose the war. 

He tweeted: “The United States has finally pinpointed the baseline. 1. Russia must lose. 2. No “territory in exchange for 

pseudo/world” compromises. 3. Ukraine will receive all necessary military aid. As much as possible. 4. No one cares 

about Russia’s “talk to us” hysteria…” 

Shoigu publicly presented a series of proposed Russian defense policy changes to significantly increase the 

size of the Russian military. Shoigu proposed that Russia reestablish the Moscow and Leningrad military districts, form a 

new army corps, and form 17 new maneuver divisions. Shoigu suggested that Russia form a new army corps in Karelia, 

two new airborne assault divisions, three new motorized rifle divisions in occupied Kherson and Zaporizhia oblasts, and 

expand seven existing brigades of the Northern Fleet and Western, Central, and Eastern Military districts into seven 

new motorized rifle divisions while expanding five existing naval infantry brigades into five naval infantry divisions. 

Shoigu also proposed that Russia form five artillery divisions to support military districts.  

He proposed increasing the strength of the Russian Armed Forces to 1.5 million servicemen, including 695,000 contract 

servicemen (Shoigu said in spring 2021 that 380,000 Russians were contract servicemen), gradually increasing the age 

of conscription for military service from 18 to 21 years and raising the age limit for conscripts from 27 to 30 years. 

Shoigu did not specify a timeline for these measures. 

This is not the first time the Russian MoD has signaled its intention to reverse the 2008 Serdyukov reforms that largely 

disbanded Russian ground forces divisions in favor of independent brigades. The Russian MoD has been steadily 

reversing the Serdyukov reforms by restoring maneuver divisions across Russian military districts since 2013. 

Comment – Holding a public meeting tells one that this is intended for Main Street Russians as a sign that the Kremlin 

has everything under control, there is nothing to worry about. That, in and of itself, speaks to a dire (Russian) situation 

at hand, and that further mobilization is following. 

Kremlin: Patriot missiles will not change Russia’s goals - The Kremlin says US supplies of Patriot missile systems 

to Ukraine, announced during Zelenskyy’s visit to Washington, DC on Wednesday, will not contribute to ending the 

conflict and would not prevent Russia from achieving its goals. 

In a call with reporters, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that there had been no signs for peace talks during 

Zelenskyy’s visit and that this was evidence that the United States was fighting a proxy war with Russia “to the last 

Ukrainian.” 

Comment – His statement underlines “mens rea” and “mea culpa” by Russia. 

Belarus install “no-go” zone around its Ukrainian border – Lukashenko’s government has installed a “no-go” 

zone around its southern border with Ukraine. This is obviously to prohibit awareness of what is transpiring in these 

areas. 

Military activity not aimed at Ukraine, says Lukashenko - Belarusian President Lukashenko says recent military 

activity was not aimed at Ukraine and dismisses “conspiracy theories” about armed forces being deployed at the 

border. 

Speaking at a conference of military leaders marking the end of snap military inspections held this month, Lukashenko 

said that he could not rule out “aggression” against Belarus on the part of unspecified “neighbours.” 
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“If you want peace, prepare for war,” Lukashenko added, saying that military moves were limited to Belarusian 

territory and did not threaten anyone else. 

In recent weeks, Belarus has announced military-readiness checks and a new deployment of Russian troops. 

But the manoeuvres prompted fears from Ukrainian officials to believe that Russia may be planning a new attack on 

Ukraine through Belarus. 

Putin also visited Lukashenko on Monday in his first visit to Minsk in three-and-a-half years. 

Comment – Balderdash – Lukashenko has placed a quarantine around his country’s southern border with Ukraine and 

is upping his rhetoric regarding “foreign aggression” against Belarus. It is too conspicuous that he is making these 

noises and NATO is making noises about a spread of the conflict. When Belarus walks like a duck, quacks like a duck, it 

is a duck. 

Wagner Group received arms delivery from North Korea: US - The Russian Wagner Group took delivery of an 

arms shipment from North Korea to help bolster Russian forces in Ukraine, a senior US administration official said. 

“We can confirm that North Korea has completed an initial arms delivery to Wagner, which paid for the equipment. 

Last month, North Korea delivered infantry rockets and missiles into Russia for use by Wagner,” the official said, 

speaking to the Reuters news agency anonymously. 

According to the US, the amount of material delivered by North Korea will not change battlefield dynamics in Ukraine, 

“but we are concerned that North Korea is planning to deliver more military equipment to Wagner,” the official said. 

They added that Putin has increasingly turned to the Wagner Group, owned by his ally Prigozhin, for help in Ukraine. 

Russian Defense Minister Shoigu proposed a series of expansive reforms and goals for Russian force 

generation that Russia is highly unlikely to complete in time to be relevant to the current conflict. 

Putin and Shoigu reiterated maximalist Russian aims for the war in Ukraine. 

Putin has intensified efforts to make peace with the critical pro-war nationalist community. Russian failures to 

achieve Putin’s stated goals jeopardize Kremlin efforts to regain control over the domestic narrative and to set 

conditions for the second year of the war. 

Russian nuclear rhetoric is most likely an attempt to appease domestic audiences and intimidate Western 

audiences and not an indicator of preparation to use nuclear weapons. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued counterattacks along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Bakhmut and Donetsk City areas. 

Ukrainian official confirmed Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to establish control over the Dnipro 

delta islands. 

Russian Defense Minister Shoigu boasted about the growing Russian Young Army Cadets National Movement. 

Russian officials intensified law enforcement crackdowns to deter partisan activities and target partisan 

sympathizers. 
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Ukraine front line ‘stable’ with forces focused on Donetsk: Russia - Russia’s Chief of General Staff Valery 

Gerasimov says the front line in Ukraine was stable and that Russia had concentrated its forces on “completing the 

liberation” of Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk region. 

At an end-of-year message delivered to foreign military attaches, Russia’s top military officer said, “The situation on the 

front line has stabilized, with the main efforts of the Russian troops concentrated on completing the liberation of the 

territory of the Donetsk People’s Republic.” 

Russian forces control almost all of the Luhansk region but only about 60 percent of the Donetsk region. 

Comment – One needs to take with a pinch of salt anything emanating from Russian sources. They are well known for 

making false claims and spreading disinformation. 

Fire breaks out on Russian aircraft carrier - Russian state media reports a fire broke out on board Russia’s sole 

aircraft carrier. 

Admiral Kuznetsov, a flagship of the Russian Navy, suffered a “minor” fire while undergoing repair work at a shipyard in 

the Arctic port of Murmansk, according to reports by the Tass and RIA Novosti news agencies. 

Both cited Aleksey Rakhmanov, the head of the state-owned United Shipbuilding Corporation (USC) overseeing a 

significant refit of the carrier, saying that the blaze was quickly extinguished and caused no casualties. 

Delays and accidents have marred Admiral Kuznetsov’s overhaul, which began in 2017 and was initially set to conclude 

last year. 

Comment – It is amazing how many “fires” and “explosions” are breaking out around Russian government and military 

stations and sites. It is ongoing. 

At least 10,300 new graves found in Mariupol - At least 10,300 new graves have emerged in and around 

Mariupol, most in the Staryi Krym cemetery, according to the estimates made by the Associated Press. 

The death toll might run three times higher than an early estimate of at least 25,000 as often more than one set of 

human remains per grave have been found. 

The former Ukrainian city has also hollowed out, with Russian plans to demolish well over 50,000 homes, the AP 

calculated. 

AP analyzed satellite imagery from early 

March through December, noting sections 

where the earth had been disturbed. It 

measured each grid section where the 

cemetery had been expanded and 

calculated the total space occupied by new 

graves to be more than 51,500 square 

metres. 

Comment – We commented on the 

potential death toll in Mariupol six months 

ago and believe it to be horrendous. Russia 

bombarded the city relentlessly and 

without any concern for Ukrainian women, 

children, aged and infirm and Special Needs 
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citizens. They ostensibly invaded the country to save Ukrainians from Nazism and despotism – so they claimed and 

stated. They purposely bombed and killed hundreds of children seeking shelter in the local theater, they bombed 

maternity wards and hospitals. Their actions, typical of Russian tactics through the decades, are living proof of 

genocide, mass murder and war crimes. Putin and his entire general staff, coupled with on the ground commanders 

need to be personally held accountable, a la Nuremburg, and sentenced to the most severe of punishments. 

They created a living hell in the city - barbarians in every sense. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces continued to conduct 

limited counterattacks to recapture lost territory along the Kreminna-Svatove line on December 21. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults near Masyutivka, Kharkiv Oblast (50km 

northwest of Svatove) and Pidkyuchansk, Luhansk Oblast (8km northwest of Svatove).  

A Russian milblogger claimed that the 

capture of Masyutivka is a 

prerequisite for a Russian advance 

towards Kupyansk from the 

northeast. A Russian milblogger 

claimed that Russian forces 

conducted an assault near 

Stelmakhivka (16km northwest of 

Svatove) and Chervonopopivka (6km 

north of Kreminna). The Ukrainian 

General Staff also reported that 

Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 

assaults near Dibrova (5km southwest 

of Kreminna) and Bilohorivka (12km 

south of Kreminna). 

Ukrainian forces reportedly continued 

counteroffensive operations in the 

Kreminna area on December 21. 

Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai 

reported that Ukrainian forces are 

currently a few kilometers away from 

reaching Kreminna but that dense 

mine concentrations in the area are 

slowing Ukrainian advances. Russian 

milbloggers posted footage 

purporting to show the aftermath of 

Russian forces repelling a Ukrainian 

assault in the vicinity of Kreminna. 

Haidai reported that decreasing 

temperatures have produced 

conditions more conducive to fighting 

and that he expects current Ukrainian 

counteroffensive operations to 

experience success by the end of the 
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year with the intensified pace of fighting. The Ukrainian General Staff confirmed that Ukrainian forces destroyed 

Russian ammunition depots near Kadiivka (60km southeast of Kreminna)  on December 15 and 16. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

continued offensive operations 

around Bakhmut on December 21. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 

assaults near Bakhmut and within 

33km north of Bakhmut near 

Verkhnokamisnke, Vesele, Yakovlivka, 

and Bakhmutske. A Russian milblogger 

claimed that elements of the Wagner 

Group conducted an assault northeast 

of Bakhmut near Pidhorodne and that 

fierce fighting continues on the 

eastern outskirts of Bakhmut. A 

Ukrainian commander reported that 

Russian forces do not control the 

industrial zone on the eastern 

outskirts of Bakhmut, an area that has 

been hotly contested in recent weeks. 

The Ukrainian commander reported 

that a preponderance of Ukrainian 

drone surveillance in Bakhmut allows 

Ukrainian forces to quickly neutralize 

small Russian units that penetrate the 

outskirts of the city. Ukrainian social 

media sources claimed that Ukrainian 

forces completely repelled Russian 

forces from the outskirts of Bakhmut, 

although ISW cannot independently 

verify these claims. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Russian forces 

storming Bakhmut have not made significant progress.  

Russian sources continued to claim that Ukrainian forces are constructing defensive fortifications and preparing for 

street fighting in Bakhmut. A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Wagner Group also conducted an assault 

south of Bakhmut from the direction of Kurdyumivka and that fighting between Russian and Ukrainian forces continued 

in Opytne. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area on December 21. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults within 37km southwest of Avdiivka near 

Vodyane, Pisky, Nevelske, Marinka, and Novomyhailivka. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are unable 

to conduct a frontal assault on Avdiivka due to the lack of personnel in the Russian grouping in the area and the 

presence of serious Ukrainian fortifications around the settlement. Russian milbloggers claimed that fighting between 

Russian and Ukrainian forces is ongoing within Marinka and that Russian forces currently control 80 percent of the 
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settlement. Russian milbloggers described Russian advances in Marinka as slow and claimed that both Ukrainian and 

Russian forces in the city are suffering heavy infantry losses. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground assault in western Donetsk Oblast on December 21. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian assault near Prechistivka, Donetsk Oblast (57km southwest of 

Donetsk City). The Ukrainian General Staff also reported that Russian forces continued routine indirect fire along the 

line of contact in Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces 

conducted limited assaults to 

regain lost positions in southern 

Kherson Oblast and continued 

shelling settlements in Kherson, 

Zaporizhia, and Dnipropetrovsk 

oblasts. Ukrainian Spokesperson 

for the Southern Defenses 

Nataliya Humenyuk stated on 

December 21 that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian attempts 

to establish control over the 

islands of the Dnipro delta over 

an unspecified time frame and 

that Russian forces may attempt 

future efforts to seize the islands. 

The head of the Ukrainian Joint 

Press Center of the Tavrisk 

Direction Defense Forces, 

Yevheny Yeri, emphasized on 

December 21 that Russian forces 

are moving forces in lower 

Kherson Oblast to support the 

construction of second and third 

lines of defense in the direction 

of Zaporizhia Oblast and Kherson 

City and are not demonstrating 

signs of retreat. This supports and 

clarifies statements made by Yeri 

on December 19 describing 

Russian withdrawals of main units 

along the Dnipro River from 

Ukrainian artillery range, on 

which ISW previously reported. 

The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Russian forces have been preparing for forcible evacuations of Ukrainian residents in Vasylivka, 

Zaporizhia Oblast, and nearby settlements of Vasyliv Raion in Zaporizhia Oblast since December 12. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian force concentrations and rear areas of Kherson Oblast. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian force group and concentration of 30 artillery pieces at an 
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airfield near Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast on December 20. Ukrainian sources amplified reports from residents of 

explosions from unspecified causes near Velyka Lepetykha in Russian-occupied eastern Kherson Oblast on December 

21. Satellite imagery showed Russian forces in Chaplynka (16km from the border of Kherson Oblast and Crimea) 

attempting to obstruct satellite imagery by installing covers over revetments. Separate imagery of Chaplynka taken on 

December 14 shows a seemingly abandoned Chaplynka airbase. The Ukrainian General Staff further confirmed that 

Ukrainian forces struck a concentration of Russian soldiers and equipment and destroyed 8 pieces of heavy military 

equipment in the vicinity of Vasylivka, Kherson Oblast on December 19. Russian forces are likely making renewed 

efforts to obscure their positions in eastern Kherson Oblast. 

Russian sources continue to accuse Ukrainian forces of striking Enerhodar to fuel false rhetoric surrounding a Ukrainian 

threat to the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP). A prominent Russian milblogger claimed on December 21 that 

Ukrainian forces opened fire on Enerhodar and caused three explosions in the industrial zone and along the shore. 

Another Russian milblogger alleged that Ukrainian forces struck Enerhodar using unspecified NATO-provided artillery. 

Russian Ambassador to Vienna Mykhailo Ulyanov stated on December 21 that the head of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency, Raphael Grossi, is scheduled to visit Moscow to discuss the potential for the creation of a safety zone 

around ZNPP on December 22. 

Russian forces in Crimea continue to build defensive fortifications amidst discussions of potential Ukrainian attacks. The 

Ukraine Center for Strategic Communication and Information Security reported on December 21 that Russian forces are 

requiring residents with beachfront property in Mizhvodne to vacate the premises for interfering with defensive 

construction efforts. The Ukraine Center for Strategic Communications and Information Security further noted that 

occupation authorities have taken steps to strengthen the military-industrial complex in Crimea. A prominent Russian 

milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces are concentrating reconnaissance efforts on searching for holes in Russian 

defenses in Crimea in hopes of breaking Russian morale. 

The Chechen jihadis taking on Putin's 'empire of evil' in Ukraine who say Russian troops are like 'cattle 

for slaughter' - In a bunker below the fiercely contested city of Bakhmut, a jihadi commander with a half a million-

dollar Russian bounty on his head, joins his men in prayer. 

Of the allies Ukraine has gathered in its war with Russia, among the most shadowy and deadly are the Chechens. 

They are some of Vladimir Putin's oldest enemies and among the hardest to film up close. 

They are all marked men, wanted by Russia. Their movements are shrouded in secrecy. But Sky News gained access to 

their secret base near the frontline in one of Ukraine's most savage battles. 

Inside the bunker we met some of the longest serving veterans of this war. The Chechen Sheikh Mansour Battalion has 

been fighting Russia in Ukraine since 2014. Their enemy's tactics haven't changed since this war began, they say. 

"They're sending forward troops like cattle for slaughter," Chechen fighter Idris told us. "Leaving the ground covered 

with corpses. They do it every day they have no pity for their own people." 

It is the same kind of fighting Russia used in their homeland in the 1990s. From safe cover, commanders send conscripts 

in waves hoping to grind down their enemy with little care for their men. 

"There can be no options here," Commander Muslim Cheberloyevskii said. "Russia must lose, and it must end there. If 

we do not defend Ukraine today, everyone will lose." 

‘We were allowed to be slaughtered’: calls by Russian forces intercepted - Out on the frontline, near the 

eastern Ukrainian city of Lyman, on 8 November at 15.10, a Russian serviceman called Andrey decided to ignore the 

orders of his superiors and call his mother with an unauthorised mobile phone. 
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“No one feeds us anything, mum,” he complained. “Our supply is shit, to be honest. We draw water from puddles, then 

we strain it and drink it.” 

Russian forces had been on the back foot in the Donetsk oblast for weeks. Lyman, taken by the Russians in May, was 

liberated by Ukrainian forces in October. 

Two days before Andrey made his afternoon call back home, the Russian forces had “finally” started firing at Ukrainian 

positions with phosphorus bombs, he told his mother, but the promises of munitions that could turn the battle had 

come to nothing. 

“Where are the missiles that Putin boasted about?” he asked. “There is a high-rise building right in front of us. Our 

soldiers can’t hit it. We need one Caliber cruise missile and that’s it.” 

Andrey reassured his mother, who lives in Kostroma, a city 310 miles north-east of Moscow, that he would be OK. “I 

always say prayers Mum,” he said. “Every morning.” 

It is not known whether those prayers were met. When approached by the Guardian his mother said her son was not 

with her, before breaking down in tears and putting the phone down. 

Crimean Brigade refuses to enter Ukraine combat – A Russian Armed Forces Brigade yesterday refused to enter 

service in any Ukrainian front, citing the extremely high death toll. 

Russia-installed ‘town mayor’ blown up in car in Kherson region - A Russia-installed ‘town mayor’ of 

Liubymivka was blown up in his car in Kakhovka, the occupied Kherson region, TASS cites emergency services. 

“He was killed, his car was rigged to blow,” a source has told TASS. 

The man in question is Andrey Shtep, says a pro-war Telegram channel. It is also reported that the driver was also killed 

in the incident. 

Caught on camera, traced by phone: the Russian military unit that killed dozens in Bucha - When movies 

and photographs emerged displaying bodies of dozens of civilians strewn alongside an avenue in Bucha, Ukrainians and 

the remainder of the world voiced horror and outrage. But in Russia, officers had a totally different response: denial. 

Putin dismissed the grotesque scene as “a provocation,” and claimed that the Russian Army had nothing to do with it. 

But an eight-month visible investigation by The NYT concluded perpetrators of the bloodbath alongside Yablunska 

Street had been Russian paratroopers from the 234th Air Assault Regiment led by Lt. Col. Gorodilov. 

The proof shows the killings had been a part of a deliberate and systematic effort to ruthlessly safe guard a path to the 

capital, Kyiv. Soldiers interrogated and executed unarmed males of combat age and shot individuals who unwittingly 

crossed their paths — whether or not it was kids fleeing with their households, locals hoping to seek out groceries or 

individuals merely making an attempt to get again dwelling on their bicycles. 

While numerous units had been current in Bucha where over 400 citizens were killed, NYT recognized the 234th 

Regiment, a paratrooper unit based mostly within the metropolis of Pskov in western Russia, as the primary 

perpetrator within the Yablunska Street killings.  

Airborne units such as this are thought to be the finest in education and aligned within the Russian navy. Evidence of 

the 234th’s involvement contains navy insignia, uniform badges, radio chatter and packing slips on munition crates. 

Military specialists from Janes and the Institute for the Study of War offered insights about Russian armored 

automobiles and their markings in addition to tactical operations seen within the visible proof. 
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Residents in Bucha stated that when Russian troopers interrogated them, they usually seized their telephones. 

Suspecting the troopers might also have taken the telephones of victims, our reporters obtained from Ukrainian 

authorities a database of all calls and messages located from the Bucha area to Russia throughout March. As we 

interviewed victims’ relations, we collected their cellphone numbers and checked in the event that they had been 

within the database.  

A chilling pattern emerged: troops routinely used telephones of victims to call a particular dwelling in Russia, usually 

just hours after being killed. 

Analyzing cellphone numbers dialed by Russian troopers on phones taken from Ukrainian victims, NYT uncovered the 

identities of those being called in Russia, leading to identifying and confirming two dozen paratroopers making these 

calls as members of the 234th Regiment.  

In many circumstances, the NYT interviewed soldiers’ relations and spoke to a number of the Russian troopers 

themselves, two of whom confirmed they had been with the 234th and served in Bucha. We cross-referenced our 

findings with private information sourced from leaked and official Russian databases offered by the Center for 

Advanced Defense Studies, a Washington, D.C., nonprofit group targeted on international safety. 

The NYT is firm on its identification of these troops as being responsible for the atrocities committed in Bucha during 

that period. 

The Killings Were Not Random Acts of Violence 

The victims on Yablunska Street didn’t die within crossfire between Russian and Ukrainian forces, nor had been they 

mistakenly shot. The NYT investigation exhibits Russian troops deliberately killed these people, apparently as a part of a 

scientific “clearing” operation to safely clear the path to Kyiv. Dozens of civilians were systematically shot and males 

suspected of being linked to the Ukrainian navy were rounded up and executed. 

Chain of Command 

Lt. Col. Artyom Gorodilov, regiment commander of 234th, oversaw operations of the unit in Bucha. Times investigators 

confirmed this from paperwork gleaned supporting his role and commission, his sign call used in radio communications, 

from camera footage along Yablunska Street and from troopers within the 234th who served in Bucha confirmed in 

interviews that he was there. 

Tatarstan deputies reject Kremlin attempt to bring region to heel - In a rare show of defiance toward the 

federal government in Moscow, regional politicians in Tatarstan on Thursday rejected a set of amendments to its 

constitution that would have, among other measures, demoted the republic's leader from "president" to "head" as the 

Kremlin continues its attempt to rein in Russia's regions. 

While at one point 13 Russian regions called their elected heads "presidents," a campaign of rigorous centralization 

fought by the Kremlin over the past decade has drastically curtailed the term's use, leaving Tatarstan's Rustam 

Minnikhanov the only regional leader in Russia still to use the title. 

A large majority of its deputies refused to support the measure at a committee hearing on Thursday and 

overwhelmingly voted the bill down. 

Mossad chief: Iran could soon "widen and broaden" weapons shipments to Russia - Mossad director David 

Barnea said earlier today Israel has intelligence that shows Iran is secretly planning to soon "widen and broaden" its 

shipments of sophisticated weapons to Russia for the war in Ukraine. 
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Why it matters: Barnea's warning marks the first time an Israeli official has publicly commented on Iran's support for 

Russia's war effort. 

• He also confirmed Israel gave its allies intelligence about Iran's earlier delivery of drones to Russia. 

• Israel says Barnea's comments could be aimed at trying to deter Iran from sending ballistic missiles to Russia. 

State of play: Iran has admitted to supplying some drones to Russia but claims it was before the war began. 

• The U.S. says it has definitive evidence of more recent transfers. 

• Barnea said his agency also gathered intelligence showing shipments of drones were sent after the war started. 

• "We have shed light on the reality regarding the date the Iranians supplied the weapons to Russia, regardless of 

the Iranian lies about it," the Mossad director said. 

He stressed Mossad has warned its allies that Iran intends to secretly supply more sophisticated weapons to Russia. 

• But he did not provide details on what those shipments could include. 

• Iran and the Kremlin did not immediately comment on Barnea's comments. 

• Russia has denied using Iranian-made drones on civilian targets in Ukraine, despite evidence to the contrary. 

Between the lines: Until several weeks ago, Israel was very careful about weighing in on the Iranian weapons 

shipments to Russia and didn’t actively lobby on the issue to avoid tensions with Moscow, which allows Israel to 

operate freely against Iranian activity in Syria. 

• Israeli officials hope to use the current focus on Iranian assistance to the Russian war effort as a means for 

increasing international pressure on Tehran. 

The big picture: Putin today called incoming Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu to congratulate him on forming a 

government. According to Netanyahu’s office, the two discussed the war in Ukraine. 

In an unusual step, Netanyahu called outgoing Prime Minister Yair Lapid and briefed him about the call with Putin. 

Putin 

Putin says Russia will boost military near Sweden, Finland - Russia said yesterday it will beef up its military 

presence in the northwestern parts of the country in response to Sweden and Finland’s bids to join NATO. 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said that “given NATO’s desire to increase its military potential near the Russian 

borders, as well as to expand the alliance by adding Finland and Sweden, it is necessary to take retaliatory measures 

and to create an appropriate grouping of troops in the northwest of Russia.” 

Speaking during a meeting between Russian President Vladimir Putin and the country’s military top brass, which was 

broadcast online, Shoigu did not provide any numbers as to the possible size of the grouping. 

Putin: Russia wants to end the war with diplomacy - Putin says Russia wants to end the war in Ukraine and all 

armed conflicts with diplomatic negotiations. 

“Our goal is not to spin the flywheel of military conflict, but on the contrary, to end this war,” he told reporters. “We 

are striving for this and will continue to strive.” 

“We will strive for an end to this, and the sooner the better, of course.” 

In the meeting, Putin also vowed to fulfill the goals of the Kremlin’s war on Ukraine, despite a series of setbacks for 

Russian troops which have forced Moscow to withdraw troops from multiple Ukrainian regions. 
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Containment 

US Congress moves to lock in $44.9bn for Ukraine - The US Congress is set to allocate $44.9bn in aid to Ukraine, 

a day after Zelenskyy delivered an emotional appeal for continued US support. The Senate was expected to approve the 

aid as part of an enormous $1.7-trillion government spending bill now going through Congress. 

The bill funds the government through the fiscal year ending in September, but it would give the Pentagon authority to 

spend the money through 2025 in some circumstances. 

Its approval could ease Ukraine’s concerns that funding may be threatened after Republicans take charge of the House 

next month. 

G7 members to spend more to help Ukraine - The Group of Seven (G7) nations are prepared to do more to 

support Ukraine financially, their finance ministers say in a joint statement in which they encouraged other donors to 

also step up. 

The G7 has already mobilised up to $32bn in economic support for Ukraine, including 18 billion euros ($19.09bn) from 

the European Union, the statement said 

What are Patriot missiles? - During Zelenskyy’s first foreign visit to Washington DC since the war began in February, 

the US announced $1.85bn in 

military aid for Ukraine, 

including a Patriot air 

defence system that 

Ukrainian officials have 

continuously asked for. 

But what is the coveted air 

defence system that Ukraine 

wants, and how will it change 

its offensive? 

Finland sends 11th 

military aid package to 

Ukraine - Finland will send 

Ukraine military aid worth 

€28.8 million, bringing total 

contributions to €189.2 

million and making it the 

eleventh package sent there 

since the start of the war, the 

defence ministry announced 

after it got the green light 

from the president and the 

government Wednesday. 

This decision to send military 

aid to Ukraine for the 11th 

time since the start of the war comes after Finland decided to send Ukraine aid worth €55 million in November. 
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Russian Mobilization 

Russian Defense Minister Shoigu boasted about the growing Russian Young Army Cadets National Movement 

(Yunarmia) at the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) Collegium on December 21. Shoigu claimed the Yunarmia 

movement presently consists of more than 1.251 million children and teenagers.  

The Yunarmia movement provides Russian children with military and "patriotic" education and likely represents Russian 

attempts to invest in long-term force generation, as ISW has previously reported. Shoigu alleged that Russian 

authorities would open 20 regional centers and 25 urban centers for military and patriotic education of "Avangard" 

youth by the end of 2022. Shoigu claimed more than 150,000 Russian high schoolers have already trained in such 

centers. 

Russian authorities are likely unofficially mobilizing migrants for the war in Ukraine. Independent Russian media outlet 

SOTA reported Moscow authorities are rounding up migrants without Russian citizenship in the city and forcing them to 

register as volunteers with Moscow’s military registration and enlistment offices. SOTA reported that authorities 

threaten the migrants who refuse to comply with problems at the migrants’ places of work. 

Wagner Group financier Prigozhin defended his convict recruitment tactics against accusations of illegality by 

imprisoned opposition figure Aleksei Navalny. Navalny tweeted on December 21 that Prigozhin visited his maximum-

security penal colony, IK-6, in Melekhovo on an unspecified date and offered convicts pardons for their crimes should 

they survive 6 months with Wagner Group forces. He stated 80-90 convicts accepted Prigozhin’s offer. Prigozhin 

responded to questioning about Navalny’s criticisms on December 21, stating he personally sees nothing reprehensible 

about his recruitment tactics and that "no one can deprive a person of the right to defend his Motherland." 

Russian forces continue to struggle with extremely low morale resulting from horrible conditions despite promises from 

Putin and Shoigu that they are actively listening and taking measures to improve conditions. An open-source 

intelligence aggregator amplified a report from a Russian volunteer concluding that Russian forces are completely 

unprepared for a winter Ukrainian counteroffensive.  

The Ukrainian Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) published an intercepted phone call in which a Russian soldier 

tells his mother that Russian friendly fire is more dangerous to Russian soldiers than Ukrainian forces. A Russian source 

reported on December 19 that a mobilized soldier from Bratsk, Irkutsk Oblast called his sister begging her to get him 

away from the frontlines despite initially deciding not to resist mobilization.  

The soldier described graphic deaths of fellow soldiers, heavy losses, a lack of food, and the generally poor emotional 

state of deployed soldiers. An independent Russian news outlet stated on December 20 that the entirety of the Russian 

127th Reconnaissance Brigade (military unit 67606) refused to participate in the war in Ukraine due to heavy losses.  

Another Russian source claimed on December 20 that Russian soldiers within Russia continue to face poor conditions. 

Russian authorities reportedly forced conscripts in a unit near Bryansk, Russia to live in unheated abandoned houses 

and to move into trenches to make room for mobilized soldiers. 

Sanctions 

US extends export restrictions for two Russian airlines - The US Department of Commerce says it is extending a 

Russian export restriction by six months on two Russian airlines that continued to fly after Russia invaded Ukraine. 

The export denial extensions are for Pobeda Airlines and S7 Airlines, also known as Siberian Airlines. 
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The department previously added airplanes the two airlines operate to a list of aircraft believed to violate US export 

controls as part of the Biden administration’s sanctions over the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

The department has imposed severe restrictions on Russian airlines, warning companies worldwide that any refueling, 

maintenance, repair, or spare parts or services violate US export controls and subject companies to severe US 

enforcement actions. 

US imposes sanctions on 10 Russian naval entities - The US State Department said that the United States is 

imposing sanctions on 10 Russian naval entities over Russian operations against Ukrainian ports. 

The sanctions come after Zelenskyy met Biden in Washington, DC and delivered a speech to Congress on Wednesday. 

“In the wake of Russian naval operations against Ukrainian ports, including those that are providing much-needed food 

and grain to the world, the United States today is imposing sanctions on Russian naval entities,” US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken said in a statement. 

Since October, Moscow has been shelling Ukraine’s energy infrastructure with large missile and drone attacks. 

UK says North Korea to pay ‘high price’ for supporting Russia’s Wagner Group - The UK has condemned 

North Korea after the United States said the nation had supplied arms to the Russian mercenary group Wagner to 

bolster Russian forces fighting in Ukraine. 

“The fact that President Putin is turning to North Korea for help is a sign of Russia’s desperation and isolation,” British 

foreign minister James Cleverly said in a statement. 

“We will work with our partners to ensure they pay a high price for supporting Russia’s illegal war in Ukraine.” 

Impacts 

Russia: Greece should not send Russian-made weapons to Kyiv - Russia warns Greece against supplying 

Ukraine with Russian-made S-300 air defence missile systems, urging Athens to drop “provocative” plans. 

Speaking at a news briefing in Moscow, Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said the transfer of 

the S-300 systems would be “a gross violation” of the intergovernmental agreements on military-technical cooperation 

and supply of military products. 

“The violation of contractual obligations will inevitably have consequences, not to mention the weakening of Greece’s 

defence capability in the field of air defence,” she warned. 

Zakharova added that Athens also demonstrates “complete indifference” to international restrictions that prohibit 

arms export, which could violate international humanitarian law. 

“Before it’s too late – it’s like advice – you can abandon dangerous plans. Once again, we warn the Greek leadership 

about responsibility,” she said. 

IAEA chief meets with Russian military and Rosatom - The head of the UN nuclear watchdog met with officials 

in Moscow from Russia’s military and state atomic energy company as he continued talks about setting up a safety zone 

around the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant. 

Russian company Rosatom described the talks on measures needed to safeguard Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power 

Station and the surrounding region as “substantive, useful and frank.” 
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International Atomic Energy Agency Director General Rafael Grossi tweeted: “Another round of necessary discussions 

on the creation of a protection zone for the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant. It’s key that the zone focuses solely on 

preventing a nuclear accident. I am continuing my efforts towards this goal with a sense of utmost urgency.” 

Russia explores buying stranded jets from Western leasing firms - Russian airlines have held exploratory talks 

with at least one major Western leasing firm about using state funds to buy some of the more than 400 aircraft 

stranded in Russia after its invasion of Ukraine, Reuters has reported. 

The proposal, which would need EU approval, could lower a multibillion-dollar bill facing lessors and insurers and allow 

Russian airlines to secure formal ownership of planes at a potentially steep discount. 

A Russian aviation source told the news agency that the proposal was still being discussed, but that some Russian 

officials were pessimistic about it getting European Union approval. 

Russia was a major market for aircraft lessors before its invasion of Ukraine. It bought jets from Boeing and Airbus and 

leased them to Russian airlines who wanted to avoid the up-front cost and inflexibility of buying planes themselves. 

Russian gold removed from some Western funds after Ukraine invasion - Hidden inside high-security bank 

vaults in London, Zurich and New York, billions of dollars’ worth of gold of Russian origin has quietly changed hands in 

recent months in response to Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Data from 11 Western investment funds show that Russian bullion worth a total of $2.2 billion at current prices was 

removed from their accounts between July and November. 

Funds storing gold have shrunk in recent months as rising interest rates triggered disinvestment from bullion. But the 

Reuters data shows Russian gold being removed at a significantly faster pace than that from other countries. 

While a small fraction of the total amount of Russian gold held by wealth managers, this reflects a shift, with some 

funds saying they no longer want to hold any assets linked to Russia. 

Two sources at exchange traded funds (ETFs) with hundreds of tonnes of gold said they would like to divest from metal 

originating in Russia. One said he had asked the bank paid to store his fund’s gold to allocate as little Russian metal as 

possible to it. 

ETFs are among the biggest holders of bullion and many list publicly the bars they own. This means investors can see 

whether they have Russian gold as each bar is stamped with its origin. 

How Dumb are these Russians? 

Russia has for decades sourced immense amounts of military equipment, spare parts, supplies, raw and export 

materials and ores from Ukraine – in areas that they obliterated with their barbaric bombardment tactics. 

Look at Kharkiv, the center of their tank engine manufacturing and repair capability. They bombed it into smithereens, 

destroying their armored tank supply and repair channels. Now they are bringing out 1960’s-era tanks from storage. 

Look at Mariupol, which formed the total source of phase 2 neon production of which Russia and Ukraine supplied 90% 

of global demand for use in aperture production for microchips. Completely destroyed. 

Titanium is sourced from Ukraine, sent to Russia for processing and then exported. Completely destroyed. 

And the list goes on. 

Dumb in the extreme. 


