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Conflict Update # 101 

June 25th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Russian Ministry of Defense stated 

that the leadership of its central and southern 

groups of forces fighting Ukraine has changed, 

confirming ISW’s previous assessment that the 

Russian high command is restructuring the 

leadership of operations in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian intelligence officials 
emphasized that Belarus remains highly 

unlikely to join the war in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian sources confirmed that Russian 

forces have taken full control of Severodonetsk 

and are fighting within Lysychansk. 

Russian forces made measured gains to 

the north and southeast of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued unsuccessful 

attempts to advance southeast of Izyum 

toward Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued positional battles 

north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces attempted to strengthen 

their defensive lines and recapture lost 

positions on the Southern Axis. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Ukrainian sources confirmed today that Russian forces took full control of the entirety of Severodonetsk and are making 

advances on the southern outskirts of Lysychansk. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) stated that their forces are 

“consolidating” and “fortifying” positions in Severodonetsk, Syrotyne, Voronove, and Borivske following the completion 

of the Ukrainian withdrawal from Severodonetsk on June 24.  

Mayor of Severodonetsk Oleksandr Stryuk confirmed that Russian forces have fully occupied Severodonetsk and are now 

trying to establish order within the city. Several Russian sources additionally posted footage from within Severodonetsk 

to corroborate claims of control of the entire city, including the Azot industrial zone. They are fighting within Lysychansk 

itself and reportedly have reached a mine and a gelatin factory on the outskirts of the city, confirmed by NASA FIRMS 

data of heat anomalies in the Lysychansk area (see image in-line with text). The Rapid Response Brigade of the Ukrainian 
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National Guard stated that Ukrainian positions in 

Lysychansk are more strategically valuable than 

previously held positions in Severodonetsk and suggested 

that Ukrainian forces may seek to launch counterattacks 

from within Lysychansk, though their ability to do so 

successfully is likely limited by continued Russian 

encroachment. 

Russian forces made incremental gains to the east of 

Bakhmut on June 25. UGS reported that unspecified 

elements of the Russian 5th Combined Arms Army are 

fighting around Pokrovske and Pylypchatyne, both within 

15 km northeast of Bakhmut. They reportedly advanced 

one kilometer in the area of Roty and Vershyna, both 

within 10 kilometers southeast of Bakhmut. Deputy 

Information Minister of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 

Daniil Bezsonov claimed that DNR troops took control of 

Kodema, a village 15 km southeast of Bakhmut. Russian 

forces additionally conducted a series of unsuccessful assault 

operations north of Donetsk City on June 25. Russian forces 

fought around Yasynuvata, Kostiantynivka, Vasylivka, Niu 

York, Marinka, and Kamyanka but did not make any 

confirmed advances in these areas. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations to the 

southeast of Izyum towards Slovyansk but did not make any 

confirmed advances on June 25. UGS noted that their troops 

fought around Bohorodychne, Mazanivka, Dovhenke, and 

Dolyna, all to the northwest of Slovyansk near the Kharkiv-

Donetsk Oblast border. They continued to set conditions to 

resume offensive operations toward Slovyansk from the west 

of Lyman and fired on Mayaki, Psykunivka, Raihorodok, and 

Starodubivka, as well as reconnoitering Ukrainian positions 

in the area. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces continued to fight positional battles for control of their occupied 

frontiers north of Kharkiv City and shelled Ukrainian positions around northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 25. Russian and 

Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces are fighting for control of contested territory around Udy, Tsupivka, Velyki 
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Prokhody, Kozacha Lopan, Vekhnii Saltiv, and Pytomnyk. 

UGS noted that enemy forces north of Kharkiv City are 

taking measures to replenish losses, which indicates 

that Russian forces continue to suffer casualties in 

attempts to prevent further Ukrainian advances toward 

the international border. Their forces continued to 

conduct air, missile, and artillery strikes on and around 

Kharkiv City. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian 

forces along the Southern Axis focused on defending 

their occupied frontiers and conducting local attacks to 

regain lost positions on June 25. UGS reported that an 

unspecified Russian company tactical group 

unsuccessfully attempted to regain a lost position in 

Potomkyne from Vysokopillya in northern Kherson 

Oblast. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

stated that this was the second attempted Russian 

effort at regaining Potomkyne. Russian forces continued 

defensive operations in Zaporizhia Oblast and 

reportedly attempted to attack Ukrainian positions in 

Huliapole. The Head of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

Council reported that Russian forces have intensified 

artillery strikes along the frontline towards Kryvyi Rih in 

response to Ukrainian advances deep into Kherson 

Oblast, and Russian forces continued to fire on areas of 

Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhia, Mykolaiv, and Kherson oblasts. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - The Ukrainian military leadership is taking measures to centralize guidance for 

partisan groups to better leverage partisan pressure against Russian occupation efforts. The Ukrainian Resistance Center 

reported that the Ukrainian Center for National Resistance is urging Ukrainian citizens in occupied areas to exercise cyber 

“hygiene” to avoid having mobile communication and internet data collected by Russian intelligence operatives and 

additionally to effectively organize partisan actions. The Center for National Resistance called for citizens to destroy 

digital evidence of participation in partisan activities but cautioned against making their digital presence “too sterile” to 

avoid raising suspicion. Ukrainian Major General Dmitry Marchenko additionally told RFERL that Ukrainian residents of 

Kherson are hiding weapons and waiting for centralized instructions to take up arms on behalf of the Ukrainian military. 

The Ukrainian military leadership likely seeks to galvanize and centrally coordinate Ukrainian partisan actions, both to 

disrupt Russian control and possibly prepare for coordinated operations with conventional Ukrainian forces  

Russian losses - The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported that between February 24 and June 24, 

Russia had lost about  

• 34,530 personnel (meaning 104,000 injured) 

• 1,507 tanks 

• 3,637 armored combat vehicles  

• 759 artillery units 

• 241 multiple launch rocket systems  

• 99 air defense systems 
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• 216 warplanes 

• 183 helicopters  

• 622 drones 

• 137 cruise missiles  

• 14 warships 

• 2,553 motor vehicles and fuel tankers, and  

• 60 units of special equipment 

• British intelligence has estimated that the pro-Russian, so-called Donetsk People's Republic (DPR) has lost 55 

percent of its original forces. 

Russian Jets Are Flying So Low To Dodge Ukrainian Air-Defenses That They’re Running Into The Ground 
- Desperate to avoid surface-to-air missiles in the lethal air space over Ukraine, Russian and Ukrainian pilots have revived 

a classic tactic—flying really, really low. 

But the same low flying that helps pilots to dodge enemy air-defenses also exposes them to a separate risk: collisions 

with the terrain. In just the past week or so, the Russian air force has lost two Su-25 attack planes, and at least one pilot, 

in crashes during low-level flights to or from the war zone. 

The Ukraine War Is Bleeding Russia Dry - In eastern Ukraine, Russia is finally making progress. It is conquering 

territory. It appears close to fully capturing Luhansk and Donetsk, the Donbas territories Russia claims are independent 

countries. And Russia controls much of Ukraine’s coast. So Putin might soon be able to declare a kind of ‘victory.’ 

But this is success in only the most basic, blunt-force way. It is true that Russia now controls a bit more territory than it 

did before, and that territorial control is a zero-sum game because there is only so much land-space in the world. Russia 

now controls more than it did in February, which is a success of sorts. But this victory has otherwise been very limited. 

Russia expected to defeat Ukraine quickly and, possibly, occupy much of the country. Instead, its territorial gains are 

narrow and vulnerable to counter-attack. And the conquered territory itself is devastated. Russia has pounded the ground 

it is taking with relentless air and artillery strikes. The physical infrastructure in these areas is being destroyed and the 

population killed or driven off. 

Occupying these conquests will be expensive, because a major military or police presence will be needed to prevent 

revolts. (Ukraine was a hotbed of resistance to both the Nazis and Soviets.)  

Reconstruction, in order to extract any economic value from these spaces, will be another drain. Most of the world will 

not recognize these conquests as Russian territory. This means investment and trade will be minimal. Business will also 

be deterred by the ruined infrastructure. Nor will economically productive people move into such conflict-ridden regions. 

Only the old and frail will likely stay. 

In short order, these conquered areas will require subsidization from the Russian government to survive. This has been 

a pattern in other Russian ‘frozen conflicts.’ They become an expense and a burden. This is not a sustainable model of 

expansion, nor is it conquest that pays. 

On top of these costly conquests are the wider economic ramifications of the war. The invasion will isolate Russia from 

the Western economy for decades. Even if gas purchases are eventually restored, the West will slowly disentangle itself 

from Russia. Western companies will not return; sanctions will linger; access to Western banking will sharply contract, 

along with access to international financial institutions like the IMF; travel to the West for leisure and education will 

become much harder; critical imports and technologies will be cut off; dependence on China will skyrocket. These costs 

are scarcely felt now, but over the medium-term, they will noticeably reduce Russian growth and worsen its brain drain. 

If Putin stays in charge, Russia will slide into Soviet levels of isolation from the rest of the world. 
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By the material benchmarks sketched above, the war is a disaster for Russia. The value of its territorial acquisitions is 

low, probably negative, given the devastating nature of these spaces due to Russian shelling and the ensuing political-

economic limbo they will fall into as unrecognized conquests. These realities would counsel Russia to stop the war, and 

there seems to be some dissent in the Kremlin around these points. 

But Putin marches on, suggesting that the war is not about any particular valuable conquest anymore, but victory for its 

own sake. This is an awful reason to fight a war. Ignoring the material balance of costs in pursuit of a victory for prestige 

is a proven means of sliding into an unwinnable quagmire.  

Russian oil refinery formerly owned by Medvedchuk’s wife ablaze in Rostov region - A massive fire broke 

out on June 22 at the Novoshakhtinsk Oil Refinery in Rostov Oblast in what appeared to be a drone attack. According to 

Russia, the attack was carried out by Ukraine. Russian regional authorities said the fragments of two drones were found 

on the plant's territory. 

The plant was well-known in Ukraine after Schemes, a journalist investigation project, found that the plant was owned 

by Oksana Marchenko, the wife of Ukrainian lawmaker Viktor Medvedchuk, known for his close ties with Putin. 

Two more mystery explosions in Russia send fireballs into the sky - A gas explosion in the Russian Urals 

triggered a huge fireball just hours after a blast at a power plant caused a widespread blackout. 

The two incidents are the latest in a series of mystery fires and explosions to rock the country following its bloody invasion 

of Ukraine. First, flames erupted at Gysinoozerskaya Hydro-Power Plant from an unknown cause. The fire sent a huge 

plume of black smoke rising into the air and caused a blackout across large parts of Siberia. 

A number of fires at strategic facilities have led to suspicions of sabotage attacks by people angry over President Putin’s 

failing invasion of Ukraine. 

Last week, a huge fire ripped through the world’s second largest natural gas field in Urengoy, just 3,500km east of 

Moscow. The institute building focused on research related to Russian air and space defence, as well as the development 

of new anti-aircraft systems. 

That same month, a Russian oil depot went up in flames amid claims of cross-border attacks by Ukrainian forces. 

And earlier this month, around 125 people were rescued from a burning building in Moscow. 

Over the last year, some of the country’s more mysterious fires have been directly linked to the war in Ukraine. 

Ukrainians Fire 3 Large Tactical 

Ballistic Missiles at Russian Forces, 

Ammo Depots - Ukrainian forces fired 

three large tactical ballistic missiles at 

Russian positions, including ammunition 

depots, as images from Ukraine's military 

reportedly show (pictured to the right). 

Three "Tochka" tactical ballistic missiles 

were fired from mobile missile launch 

systems deployed in a field somewhere in 

Ukraine, from what can be seen on the 

footage. 
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Ukraine Is Using Guerilla Warfare Tactics - While Russia has been able to gain control over roughly 20% of Ukraine’s 

internationally recognized territory since its invasion of the country, it has had significant trouble imposing its own order 

in those same areas. 

While much of southern Ukraine fell under Russian control in the opening days and weeks of the war, partisan attacks 

such as the assassination of a leading collaborator in the Russian-imposed “civil-military” administration of the Ukrainian 

city of Kherson yesterday demonstrate the limits of Russian rule. 

New “legal aid centers” being set up in occupied eastern Ukraine by United Russia could indicate that the Russian ruling 

party has already begun trying to creep its way into the legal systems of areas of Ukraine controlled by Russia. 

Ukrainians have not gone along with Russia’s designs as Moscow might have hoped. Since mid-to-late April and May, the 

tempo and intensity of Ukrainian partisan attacks have increased, potentially having a deleterious effect on the morale 

of Russian troops. 

Ukrainian special forces evidently have direct and indirect links to the guerilla groups in Russian-occupied areas, and they 

have set up a special website to help inform and train such groups to oppose Russia’s occupation. While it is impossible 

to assess what share of insurgent attacks are directly organized by Ukraine’s special forces or its SBU law enforcement 

and intelligence agency, public participation in guerilla activities is nothing new for the Ukrainian people. 

Friday’s assassination of the head of the Russian occupation authority’s families, youth, and sports department is just the 

latest in a series of assassinations and attacks that have taken place all over the occupied territories. (See following 

article). 

These partisan actions have significantly challenged Russia’s attempts to assert control over southern and eastern 

Ukraine. The NAZI’s and Communist Russians could not entirely suppress Ukrainian partisan fighters at any stage of their 

occupations. 

Comment – in our daily War Updates and in the Key Takeaways” section, ISW comments on these guerilla tactics. 

Russian-appointed official in occupied Kherson killed in blast - A senior official in the Russian-installed 

administration of Ukraine’s occupied Kherson region has been killed in an apparent assassination, the latest in a string of 

attacks against Russian-backed authorities. 

Dmitry Savluchenko, head of the families, youth, and sports department of the Kherson military-civilian administration, 

was killed in a bomb blast on Friday. 

What does Russia’s capture of Severodonetsk mean for Ukraine? - The loss of the southeastern town of 

Severodonetsk is far more significant and symbolic to Russia than to Ukraine, military analysts have told Al Jazeera. 

On Friday, Ukrainian forces were abandoning the town in the Luhansk region, after weeks of fierce fighting. 

“Keeping positions smashed to pieces over many months just for the sake of staying there doesn’t make sense,” regional 

governor Serhiy Haidai said in televised remarks. 

“It’s a minor loss, there’s still Lysychansk [the neighboring town controlled by Ukraine], and Severodonetsk has largely 

served its purpose,” Ihor Romanenko, former deputy chief of Ukraine’s general staff of armed forces, told Al Jazeera. 

The Kremlin is trumpeting the takeover of Severodonetsk because it remained one of the few Ukrainian-controlled towns 

in Luhansk, one of Ukraine’s smallest and poorest regions that was partially taken over by pro-Russian separatists in 2014. 

Western and Russian analysts agree with him. “The loss of Severodonetsk is a loss for Ukraine in the sense that any terrain 

captured by Russian forces is a loss – but the battle of Severodonetsk will not be a decisive Russian victory,” concluded 
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the Institute for War, a US think tank that has been closely following the war since it began exactly four months ago, on 

February 24. 

“Ukraine has ground down a significant mass of Russian troops and retreated,” Pavel Luzin, a Russian-based expert with 

the Jamestown Foundation, a think tank in Washington, DC, told Al Jazeera. 

However, the takeover of the entire Luhansk region – which seems imminent after the potential fall of Lysychansk – will 

not bring about the victory Putin wants. 

But at least two-fifths of Donetsk, a far larger and more populated province, is still controlled by Ukrainian forces. 

They have built extensive defence installations there since rebels seized a third of Donetsk in 2014 – and taking them 

over will prove far more difficult than seizing Luhansk. 

Meanwhile, the immediate economic consequences of losing all of Luhansk are minimal. Meanwhile, the fighting over 

Severodonetsk showed that Ukrainian forces could soon achieve parity with Russian troops as Moscow is losing reserves, 

morale and reliable weaponry. 

Ukraine Already Using U.S.-Supplied Rocket Systems in Conflict - Top General - U.S.-supplied HIMARS rocket 

systems are already working and hitting targets in Russian-occupied parts of Ukraine, the country's top general.  

"Artillerymen of the Armed Forces of Ukraine skillfully hit certain targets - military targets of the enemy on our, Ukrainian, 

territory," Chief of Ukraine's General Staff Valeriy Zaluzhnyi wrote on the Telegram app. 

Russia will soon exhaust its combat capabilities, Western assessments predict - The Russian military will soon 

exhaust its combat capabilities and be forced to bring its offensive in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region to a grinding halt, 

according to Western intelligence predictions and military experts. 

“There will come a time when the tiny advances Russia is making become unsustainable in light of the costs and they will 

need a significant pause to regenerate capability,” said a senior Western official, speaking on the condition of anonymity 

to discuss a sensitive issue. 

The assessments come despite 

continued Russian advances 

against outgunned Ukrainian 

forces, including the capture on 

Friday of the town of 

Severodonetsk, the biggest urban 

center taken by Russia in the east 

since launching the latest Donbas 

offensive nearly three months 

ago. 

Capturing Lysychansk presents a 

challenge because it stands on 

higher ground and the Donetsk 

river impedes Russian advances 

from the east. So instead, Russian 

troops appear intent on encircling 

the city from the west, pressing southeast from Izyum and northeast from Popasna on the western bank of the river. 
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According to chatter on Russian Telegram channels and Ukraine’s deputy defense minister, Anna Malyar, the Russian 

military is under pressure to bring all of Luhansk under Russian control by Sunday, perhaps explaining the heightened 

momentum of the past week. 

But the “creeping” advances are dependent almost entirely on the expenditure of vast quantities of ammunition, notably 

artillery shells, which are being fired at a rate almost no military in the world would be able to sustain for long, said the 

senior Western official. 

Russia, meanwhile, is continuing to suffer heavy losses of equipment and men, calling into question how much longer it 

can remain on the attack, the official said. 

Officials refuse to offer a time frame, but British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, citing intelligence assessments, indicated 

this week that Russia would be able to continue to fight on only for the “next few months.” After that, “Russia could 

come to a point when there is no longer any forward momentum because it has exhausted its resources,” he told the 

German newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung in an interview. 

Russian commentators are also noting the challenges, emphasizing a chronic shortage of manpower. “Russia does not 

have enough physical strength in the zone of the special military operation in Ukraine … taking into account the almost 

one thousand kilometer (or more) line of confrontation,” wrote Russian military blogger Yuri Kotyenok on his Telegram 

account. He estimated that Russia would need 500,000 troops to attain its goals, which would only be possible with a 

large-scale mobilization, a potentially risky and unpopular move that President Vladimir Putin has so far refrained from 

undertaking. 

Conditions for Ukrainian troops are only likely to improve as more sophisticated Western weapons arrive, while those of 

Russian forces can be expected to deteriorate as they dig deeper into their stocks of old, outdated equipment, said retired 

Gen. Ben Hodges, a former commander of U.S. forces in Europe who is now with the Center for European Policy Analysis. 

At some point in the coming months, the Ukrainians will have received enough Western weaponry that it is likely they 

will be able to go on the counteroffensive and reverse the tide of the war, he said. 

“I remain very optimistic that Ukraine is going to win, and that by the end of this year Russia will be driven back to the 

Feb. 24 line,” he said, referring to the boundaries of Russian-occupied areas in Crimea and Donbas captured during 

fighting in 2014 and 2015. “Right now it sucks to be on the receiving end of all this Russian artillery. But my assessment 

is that things are going to be trending in favor of the Ukrainians in the next few weeks.” 

Already there are indications that the supply of Western weapons is gathering pace. Newly arrived French Caesar 

howitzers were videoed in action on the battlefield last week, followed this week by German Panzerhaubitze 2000 

howitzers, the first of the heavy weapons promised by Germany to be delivered. 

As mentioned elsewhere in our daily updates, the first of the much anticipated U.S. HIMARS systems, which give Ukraine 

the ability to strike up to 50 miles behind Russian lines, have this week gone into action. 

And just like the Ukrainian anti-ship missiles pushed the Russian fleet 60 miles out to sea, these new artillery pieces will 

similarly push Russian forces onto the back foot. This will not only see their casualty ratio rise but also give pause for 

thought about how to shell Ukrianina positions. This in turn will reduce the Ukrainian casualty rate as well. 

Putin, as mentioned in our comment yesterday, needs to expedite his war position as (i) he is running out of supplies and 

manpower and (ii) he knows huge amounts of Western and NATO armory is coming into Ukraine in increasing volumes.  

Russia struggling to support invasion with sufficient aircrew - UK Defence Ministry - The Russian air force is 

struggling to support the invasion of Ukraine with sufficient aircrew, the UK Defence Ministry said in its daily intelligence 
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update on Friday. In its latest update, the ministry said that the Ukrainian forces have announced that the pilot of a 

Russian Su-25 Frogfoot ground attack aircraft shot down on 17 June was captured shortly afterwards. 

The pilot, it said, has confessed to being a former Russian air force Major, who had taken employment as a Wagner 

military contractor and had flown several missions during the conflict. 

"The use of retired personnel, now working as Wagner contractors, to conduct close air support missions indicates that 

the Russian air force likely is struggling to support the invasion of Ukraine with sufficient aircrew," the ministry said. 

It further said that this is likely due to a combination of Russia’s insufficient numbers of suitably trained personnel and 

its combat losses. "Whilst conducting his missions, the Russian pilot reportedly used commercial GPS devices rather than 

Russian military navigation equipment. This likely indicates that Wagner aircraft are older models of the Su-25 and that 

the Russian air force is not providing Wagner with up-to-date avionics equipment," it said. 

Impacts 

Microsoft Compares Russian Hacks of Ukraine to Assassination That Started World War I - A comprehensive 

report from Microsoft about Russia’s cyberattacks during its war with Ukraine compares Russia’s hacks preceding its 

invasion to the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, an event the precipitated World War I and shaped much of 

the 20th century. 

 “The recorded history of every war typically includes an account of the first shots fired and who witnessed them,” Brad 

Smith, Microsoft’s president and vice chair, wrote in the introduction to the report “Historians who discuss the first shots 

in America’s Civil War in 1861 typically describe guns, cannons, and sailing ships around a fort near Charleston, South 

Carolina. Events spiraled toward the launch of World War I in 1914 when terrorists in plain view on a city street in Sarajevo 

used grenades and a pistol to assassinate the archduke of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire.” 
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Smith said that the “war in Ukraine follows this pattern,” but that “the first shots” in that war were fired hours before 

Russian tanks crossed the Ukrainian border, in the form of a cyberweapon called “FoxBlade” that was deployed against 

Ukrainian computers. 

The key to Ukraine’s success in defending against these attacks, Smith said, is that Ukraine was able to distribute its data 

across the cloud to be housed in other countries. “Ukraine’s government has successfully sustained its civil and military 

operations by acting quickly to disburse its digital infrastructure into the public cloud, where it has been hosted in data 

centers across Europe.” 

Containment 

Two Security Assistance Packages for Ukraine Contribute to Coastal, Waterway Defense - In the last month, 

the U.S. pledged more than $1.4 billion in security assistance to Ukraine. Some of that assistance is aimed at helping the 

Ukrainian military better defend their coast and waterways. 

On Thursday, the U.S. promised $450 million in 

security assistance through presidential drawdown 

authority the 13th such outlay this year. Included in 

that package were 18 coastal and riverine patrol 

boats. 

Earlier this month, the U.S. pledged $1 billion in 

support through both presidential drawdown 

authority and the Ukraine Security Assistance 

Initiative. Included in that support package were, 

among other things, two Harpoon coastal defense 

systems. 

Included in the package announced Thursday are two 

35-foot, small-unit riverine craft; six 40-foot maritime combat craft; and ten 34-foot, Dauntless Sea Ark patrol boats. 

"These are largely to protect the riverways and to enable Ukraine to maintain its control of the riverways. They can also 

be used in ... close-in coastal areas," said a senior defense official during a briefing today at the Pentagon. 

To contribute to coastal defense, the official said, 

the United States, along with partner and allied 

nations, have provided the Harpoon system. Earlier 

this month, the U.S. committed to the donation of 

two Harpoon launch systems, which the Ukrainians 

have asked to have mounted on trucks. Other 

nations have also agreed to provide the Harpoon 

missiles themselves to be used in those launchers. 

The U.S. has also pledged to send vehicle-mounted 

Harpoon launchers to Ukraine to help its protect 

against the Russian Navy’s Black Sea Fleet. The 

Harpoon missiles (pictured right) will come from 

partners and allies, USNI News previously reported.  

"This will be helpful in enabling the Ukrainians to 

defend ... Odessa and other positions along the Black Sea coast," the official said. 
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In addition to the coastal and riverine patrol boats, the latest presidential drawdown authority security assistance 

package to Ukraine includes four High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS; 36,000 rounds of 105 mm 

ammunition; 18 tactical vehicles with which to move 155 mm artillery; 1,200 Mk 19 grenade launchers; and 2,000 

machine guns. 

"Obviously with each of these packages, we [also] provide a lot of spare parts," the official said. "We want to make sure 

they can keep the systems up and running." 

Taiwan's first locally designed, built missile fuel factory opens - The first locally designed and built missile 

propellant factory in Taiwan was officially opened in Pingtung County Friday, according to the National Chung Shan 

Institute of Science and Technology (NCSIST). 

The new facility at NCSIST's Jiupeng complex in Pingtung will help meet the armed forces demand for mass production 

of missiles, as well as facilitate further research and development of rocket propellants, the military research institute 

said in a statement. 

It took three years to build the NT$540 million (US$18.15 million) facility, which houses a 300-gallon mixer, a 50-gallon 

mixer and storage units, according to NCSIST. 

Ukrainian pilots push US for jets, senator says lawmakers will 'press the case' with White House - Two 

Ukrainian air force fighter pilots traveled from the front lines in the war against Russia to Washington, D.C. this week to 

press Congress on the importance of supplying them with urgently needed equipment, including fourth-generation 

warplanes.  

The two pilots, who were identified only by their call signs "Juice" and "Moonfish" for their protection, told Fox News 

they sat down with lawmakers in a closed-door meeting Thursday to detail what is needed in the immediate and 

intermediary sense. 

"They're sending their attack jets and helicopters at low altitudes through the front lines to attack our war-fighters in the 

trenches," Juice explained. "We need to react, we need to intercept them. We need to save the lives of our citizens and 

ground troops." 

Ukrainian leaders have pleaded with the U.S. and other NATO nations for months to supply them with modern warplanes, 

including F-16s or F-15s. The Biden administration has refused to send Ukraine warplanes over concerns it would escalate 

tensions with Russia. 

However, as the war continues for a fourth month and billions of dollars in U.S. defensive aid continues to pour into 

Ukraine, fighters on the front lines argue warplanes are also needed to adequately take on Russia and end the costly war. 

Sullivan, the Senator from Alaska, who called the meeting "powerful," said senators will not only work to ensure Kyiv gets 

what it needs in the immediate sense but said they will also "press the case" with the administration and Pentagon when 

it comes to supplying Ukrainian soldiers with modern warplanes. 

Japan Is Getting Real on Security After Ukraine - Next week, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will become the first 

Japanese leader ever to take part in a NATO summit meeting. His attendance in Madrid after the annual meeting of the 

G-7 countries caps a whirlwind of diplomatic and security-related events that have put the country at the forefront of a 

coalition that is designed in everything but name to rein in China. 

Kishida, a compromise choice in ruling party elections last September, initially looked like he might be another short-

termer, like every Japanese prime minister since 2006 save for Shinzo Abe. But Kishida has hit the ground running. He 

successfully captained the summit of the Quad nations of the United States, India, Australia, and Japan, getting the results 
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he wanted from U.S. President Joe Biden and keeping the headstrong Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the fold. 

He has shored up relations with Southeast Asia, with trips to Indonesia, Vietnam, and Thailand and the keynote address 

at the annual IISS Shangri-La conference on security in Singapore. In a high-profile European visit in May, he highlighted 

Japan’s sanctions on Russia, met with the leaders of Germany and Italy, and teed up a new defense pact with Britain. All 

the while he was signing up support for a “free and open Indo-Pacific,” Japan’s catchphrase for keeping China from 

making good on its ambitious claims to ownership of the islands, and their associated maritime zones, in the South China 

and East China seas. 

“Japan will work together with other nations and take actions with resolute determination so that we would not be 

sending out the wrong message to the international community; so that using force to unilaterally change the status quo 

shall never be repeated,” Kishida said in a London speech in May as part of his global travels. The subject was ostensibly 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, but the wording made clear that he also had the possibility of a Chinese invasion of Taiwan, 

where Japan has long-standing ties, in mind. 

Blinken says G7 countries are committed to continued support of Ukraine - After speaking with fellow G7 

members ahead of a meeting next week Blinken said leaders had agreed to “continue doing what we’ve been doing in 

support of Ukraine”, which includes placing sanctions on Russia and strengthening the defences of other countries. 

“The solidarity is strong. It’s real, and there’s a real commitment to carry it through as long as it’s necessary,” he said 

during a news conference in Berlin. 

Impact of Finland and Sweden joining NATO - Finnish and Swedish membership is expected to bolster the alliance’s 

eastern flank and its collective defenses in northern Europe. Perhaps the most significant impact would be the stretching 

of NATO’s border with Russia. Bringing in Finland would more than double the length, adding roughly 800 miles of 

frontier. And Finland and Sweden together would vastly expand the alliance’s presence in the Baltic Sea and the Arctic 

Circle.  

The proposed expansion is expected to enhance security for the Baltic states, who have been NATO members since 2004 

and whose defense planners have long worried that Russia could seize Finnish and Swedish islands in the Baltic Sea, 

particularly Gotland, and use them as bases to launch attacks on their territories. Some Western military analysts have 

said that NATO would almost 

certainly need basing rights in 

Finland and Sweden to defend the 

Baltic states. Baltic leaders strongly 

support the Nordic states’ accession 

and continue to press other alliance 

members to boost NATO’s military 

deployments in their countries. 

Bringing Finland and Sweden into the 

fold is also expected to strengthen 

NATO’s deterrence in the Arctic, a 

region where Russia has invested 

heavily in commercial and military 

infrastructure. Finnish and Swedish 

accession would bring all Arctic 

states, except Russia, into NATO, 

allowing the alliance to pursue a 

more coherent strategy in the region. 
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Sanctions 

All eyes on Lithuania as sanctions close Russian land access to Kaliningrad - Tensions between Russia and 

NATO, already stretched considerably by the invasion of Ukraine, have ratcheted up even further over Kaliningrad, a 

small piece of Russian territory between Poland and Lithuania on the Baltic coast and cut off from mainland Russia. 

The heightened tensions between Vilnius and Moscow follow hot on the heels of a discussion in Russia’s State Duma on 

June 8 – the lower house of parliament – about revoking the Soviet Union’s recognition of Lithuania’s independence. By 

making a stand over transiting goods to Kaliningrad, Lithuania is also highlighting its sovereignty. 

This week Moscow warned of 'very tough actions' against Lithuania after deliveries of coal, metals, construction materials 

and advanced technology were stopped passing through its territory on the way to Kaliningrad. 

Poland fully endorsed Lithuania's blockade of Russian materials to its Baltic exclave, and it has been reported that Russian 

Railways has temporarily suspended some cargo transit from Belarus to Poland. 

Comment – In my travels to Poland in previous years, the one constant throughout is their hatred of all things Russian. 

This stems back to the 1939 invasion by the NAZI’s and Russia. 

Why Kaliningrad Could Soon Become Ground-Zero For a Russia-NATO War - Kaliningrad is of prime strategic 

importance to Russia. Not only is it Russia’s gateway to the Baltic Sea but is also the headquarters of the Russian Baltic 

Fleet. Kaliningrad also houses Russian combat forces, advanced air defenses and the mobile nuclear-capable Iskander-M 

missiles. To top it all, Russia has reportedly deployed its nuclear assets in the exclave. 

The exclave’s population of close to 1 million makes the territory crucial for Russia. Kaliningrad has many industries and 

is one of the wealthier regions of Russia. More importantly, Kaliningrad serves as a warm water port for Russia round the 

year, which means Russia’s shipping operations in and out of the exclave do not get hindered due to harsh winters. 

Russia is reportedly considering its options. A response from Moscow is imminent. Given the fact that the Kremlin is 

already saying that the people of Lithuania are about to suffer, it does not take a genius guess to realize that military 

operations are very much on the table. Unlike in Ukraine, which is not a NATO member, any move by Russia to establish 

a land bridge between Belarus and Kaliningrad will risk direct war with NATO. 

Lithuania seems to have acted at the behest of the EU and NATO. Now, Kaliningrad promises to become ground zero for 

a direct war between Russia and NATO. 

Russian Railway Partly Suspends Cargo Shipments Moved By Transit To Poland Via Belarus - Amid the 

raging war in Ukraine, the Russian Railways has partly suspended certain cargo shipments moved by transit through 

Belarus to Poland. "Shipments of certain goods routed to Poland by transit via Belarus have been suspended," the Russian 

Railways said in a statement, reported TASS news agency. However, it also pointed out that there hasn't been a total 

shutdown of traffic to Poland. Meanwhile, a Russian official claimed that approximately 30% of the entire amount of 

exports by rail are commodities that are subject to sanctions and are not allowed to transit to the country's exclave of 

Kaliningrad in the Baltic Sea. 

‘We can do without Russia’: France seeks full gas reserves - The French government said Thursday it aims to 

have its natural gas reserves at full capacity by autumn as European countries brace for supply cuts from major supplier 

Russia with the Ukraine war dragging on. 
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Putin 

Putin's worst nightmare: NATO plots new 200,000-strong force to 'wipe Russia off Earth' - NATO is plotting 

to massively expand its response force to send the message that if Russia tries to invade a member country, it "would be 

wiped off the earth", reports claim. 

The military alliance has played a central role in the Russo-Ukraine conflict, long before the “special military operation” 

began. Pope Francis this month suggested the invasion was “perhaps somehow provoked,” recalling conversations before 

the war in which he was warned NATO was “barking at the gates of Russia.” 

One NATO military officer, quoted in Sky News, said that after the invasion, “overnight the mentality changed.” He added: 

“NATO now feels like it is electrified. You can feel the energy surging through the system." It is understood a change in 

direction will be discussed at a summit in Madrid later this month. 

One diplomat predicted “a radical change in posture.” Reports are yet to be confirmed (or, indeed, denied), though the 

alliance is believed to be considering both rebranding and expanding its NATO Response Force. 

This could become the Allied Reaction Force, and its troop number could increase as much as six-fold, from 40,000 to 

almost 250,000. The change would also see Russia labelled the “most significant and direct threat” to security. 

“You Can Read Putin Like A Book” - The more and more Ukraine prevails over Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, which it 

is, all the time, and the free world of 200 plus countries or so backing them are, also, the more Putin will unravel. 

Poland would surely be next as some had mentioned — but actually — other targets now are being discussed by Putin 

it seems, like UK/Ireland region etc. – again – as some had mentioned previously – expect the unexpected: speaking on 

Russia 1TV, Gurulyov said that London will be hit immediately if Lithuania’s restrictions on Kaliningrad lead to war. 

“During the first air operation we will destroy the entire group of enemy satellites. Nobody will care if they are 

American or British, we see them all as NATO” Putin’s deputy said. 

“Secondly, we will hit the entire anti-missile defense system, everywhere and 100% - he added – Third, we will certainly 

not start from Warsaw, Paris or Berlin. The first to be hit will be London. It is clear that the threat to the world comes 

from the Anglo-Saxons.” 

Ukraine is fighting NATO’s war - Former Russian foreign minister Andrei Kozyrev stated months ago, and repeatedly 

since, that Vladimir Putin’s primary objective is to drive NATO forces from Eastern and Central Europe and reconstitute 

the Warsaw Pact.  

Earlier this week, Putin’s first prime minister, Mikhail Kasnayov, reiterated this point. Ukraine, while important for a 

multitude of reasons, is thus an intermediate objective. Western political leaders seem reluctant to heed their warnings. 

Doing so would entail a larger military commitment. But who their national security teams, or anyone for that matter, 

has a better understanding of who and what Vladimir Putin is and what he seeks than Kozyrev and Kasnayov?  

Ukraine finds itself in something worse than a precarious situation. Its leaders are painfully aware that battlefield victories 

depend on the continuous provision of increasingly sophisticated weapons, which the United States is reluctant to 

provide. And while Western leaders rhetorically support the full restoration of Ukrainian territory, they refuse to provide 

the means to accomplish the task. That said, Ukraine, for want of advanced Western arms, is in no position to impose 

terms. Western powers know this. Putin’s terms would be harsh and straightforward: unilateral territorial concessions. 

A ceasefire would provide his army the opportunity to refit, retrain and reinforce — to prepare, as Kozyrev makes clear, 

for future offensive operations.  
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Is NATO prepared, following a ceasefire, to sustain Ukraine militarily and economically on an ongoing basis? If so, then 

it’s logical to provide them with the weapons they require now, while the Russian army is gasping for breath. If not, then 

it would appear that a ceasefire agreement, like President Nixon’s Paris Accord, would constitute NATO’s Ukraine exit 

strategy.  

We are entering that phase of the war that Ukraine’s leaders have long feared. As fighting drags on, optimism and moral 

outrage fade, pressed aside by ongoing concerns about the coronavirus, sky-high inflation, crime, mass shootings, and 

racial tensions. People are tired. We desire some measure of pre-war normalcy. Ukrainians fear that desire, for it equates 

to Ukraine’s gradual abandonment. They’ve even coined a phrase for it: Ukraine fatigue.  

However novel the term, Ukraine fatigue is merely the latest manifestation of a much larger problem within our society.  

In his 1978 commencement address at Harvard University, Alexander Solzhenitsyn spoke of our loss of civic courage, and 

intellectual and moral cowardice to stand for our beliefs. Instead of principle, our political leaders embrace the expedient. 

In a time of war, that means abandonment.  

Putin’s War Has Backfired For His Approval Rating, Which Tanked To A 20-Year Low As Russia Grows 

Increasingly Isolated - A median of 9% of respondents in 18 countries said they have confidence in Putin “to do the 

right thing regarding world affairs,” Pew said. That compares with 18% confidence in Chinese leader Xi Jinping and 60% 

for U.S. President Joe Biden and 59% German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. 

Putin’s worldwide approval has been on a downward trend during his two decades in power. But in 2022, these numbers 

reached record lows in every nation where trends are available,” Pew said. 

The report even indicates that right-wing participants, who previously looked favorably upon Putin, have jumped ship as 

well. This won’t do anything to quell word from U.S. intelligence officials who read reports indicating that Putin’s “rule is 

no longer absolute” in Russia, and CNBC is now reporting that Putin’s already tiring of being a global pariah. 

Humanitarian 

Russia is disappearing Ukrainian civilians - The U.N. Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine, say there are 

four categories of international human rights violations and potential war crimes evident in the stories told to NPR, as 

well as in dozens of similar cases she has documented. 

The first is the detention of civilians who don't pose any immediate security risk. The second is forcible deportation across 

borders. 

The third is enforced disappearance, which means holding people without allowing communication with the outside 

world or telling anyone where they are. In these situations, says Bogner, "The families are considered victims as well, 

because they go through hell trying to find their family member." 

Holding people secretly, without any form of due process, also sets the stage for other potential violations — torture, 

even murder. And those constitute the fourth category of violation: the beatings NPR heard about, the punishing cold, 

insufficient food, denial of medical care, and humiliation. 

Widening of Conflict 

Now Russia threatens POLAND - Putin claims to have 'killed 80 Polish fighters' in east Ukraine and removes flag from 

memorial to WW2 Poles killed by Soviet Union amid fresh tensions mount over Kaliningrad enclave. 
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Tensions between Russia and NATO member Poland have been cranking up to boiling point in recent days amid Russian 

claims that it has killed 'up to 80 Polish mercenaries' in missile strikes. 

This has prompted Poland to call on NATO to further bolster its security presence in the Suwalki Gap, the narrow corridor 

of territory that connects the three Baltic states to the rest of their NATO allies and separates Kaliningrad from Russian 

ally Belarus. 

Kaliningrad and the Suwalki Gap, on Polish territory, would be ground 

zero for any military conflict between NATO and Russia, as Vladimir 

Putin would immediately move to cut the Baltic states of Lithuania, 

Latvia and Estonia off from the rest of NATO and shore up the isolated 

exclave from inevitable NATO strikes. 

Putin ordered a flag commemorating the Katyn Forest massacre 

removed this week. During WWII, more than 4,000 Polish intelligence 

officers and their relatives were executed in Katyn by Russia. In total, 

about 24,000 Polish people were killed. Russia for decades denied all 

knowledge of the massacre. 

In all previous years Putin and senior Russian officialdom have commemorated the massacre together with their Polish 

neighbors. Putin made sure that his visits to the commemorative site received widespread news coverage. See 

photograph above. 

Comment – our War Updates have been tracking and commenting on Suwalki Gap sensitivities since the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine began in February. 

Moscow to send Belarus nuclear-capable missiles within months - Russia will deliver missiles capable of 

carrying nuclear warheads to Belarus in the coming months, Putin said Saturday as he received Belarusian leader 

Alexander Lukashenko, and offered to upgrade Belarus' warplanes to make them capable of carrying nuclear weapons, 

amid soaring tensions with the West over Ukraine. 

Geopolitics 

G7 Prepares a divide-and-conquer trap, as BRICS countries met this week – This is important because on 

Monday next week, two of the three intrinsically pro-Western leaders from the bloc – Modi from New Delhi and 

Ramaphosa from Pretoria – travel in person to Germany, to be hosted at the G7 summit by Olaf Scholz. 

In recent weeks, a sense of panic must have arisen in Beijing – and perhaps Moscow – as the realization dawned that two 

BRICS could well be wheeled and dealed by the G7. The two could thus continue “spalling;” the construction-industry 

terminology refers to a process (spalling) in which – mainly due to the freezing-thawing cycle – a wall’s masonry and 

bricks crack, crumble, flake, and even pop out of the wall. 

After all, a sleazy deal with the West was struck in Geneva on June 17, when the WTO wrecked a vision by both Modi and 

Ramaphosa that waivers would be allowed on Intellectual Property for Covid-19 medicines.  

The stakes are highest for Putin, who on June 22 complained to the (virtual) BRICS Business Forum, “Businessmen of our 

countries are forced to develop their business under difficult conditions where Western partners neglect the basic 

principles of market economy, free trade, as well as the inviolability of private property.” 

BRICS have been spalling and indeed falling, when compared with high expectations expressed for the bloc a decade ago. 
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Assume a revived, coherent project of Putin protection or a restated multipolarity is not possible, there is an alternative 

to rebuilding the wall: expansion. Beijing announced two potential new BRICS members: Argentina and Saudi Arabia, 

giving us BRICSASA? 

And if the US pulls Saudi Arabia back to the West, then waiting in the wings, according to Chinese officials, are Egypt, 

Indonesia, Kazakhstan, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Nigeria, Senegal and Thailand. In 2021, the BRICS Bank already 

approved new members UAE, Bangladesh, Egypt and Uruguay – no matter how unlikely the combination. So the 

discussion of expansion could result in an ideological and functional member-mishmash beyond any logical 

comprehension. 

As Washington, London, Berlin and other Western regimes wave around more billions of dollars’ worth of sophisticated 

armaments headed for use to defend eastern Ukraine from further Russian annexation, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 

announced, “the situation has deteriorated to the point where there is a real and serious threat” of escalation into a 

nuclear holocaust, which would kill 90 million people in a few hours. 

A different energy relationship is also in play, at least in South Africa, as Europe tries to seduce them. German Chancellor 

Scholz met President Ramaphosa in Pretoria in late May – mainly to lobby for a pro-West stance on the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict – following brief stopovers in Dakar, Senegal and Abuja, Nigeria. West Africa possesses major fossil fuel deposits 

which Scholz wants, since he needs to halt methane gas imports from Russia’s Nordstream pipeline as soon as possible. 

There is no major German oil firm, but to illustrate pressure on Africa to expand self-destructive fossil infrastructure, 

Frankfurt-based HMS Bergbau last year bought a majority stake in Botswana coal company Maatla. Its CEO Jacques 

Badenhorst then lobbied Transnet CEO Portia Derby to complete a major coal rail-line extension to the Botswana border.  

Originally, the cost of rehabilitating the tracks was a whopping $50 billion, when it was the first Strategic Integrated 

Project priority of the Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Commission (PICC) in the 2012 National Development Plan. 

Transnet tried purchasing 1040 locomotives to pull the three-kilometre long coal trains. 

But the Gupta corruption of the transport parastatal included ill-advised vendor China South Rail. Reversing the 

unjustified mark-up – costing tens of billions of rands – is now, Derby says, “the most critical underestimation” she made 

in arresting her firm’s decline. The PICC #1 project appeared derailed, not because climate-change considerations 

prevailed, but instead due to Transnet’s operational troubles and cable theft. So rather than 80 million tonnes of coal 

exported from Richards Bay annually, as projected, the current level is below 60 million. 

HMS Bergbau’s interest remains for Botswana to export its coal – an estimated 220 billion tons – including, now, to 

Germany. Currently only a few thousand tonnes make their way weekly from Botswana to the Maputo port over a creaky 

1400km route via Zimbabwe, instead of the more logical 850km to Richards Bay. 

This is where Scholz remains an ally, for as he explained during the press briefing to Ramaphosa (himself formerly a coal 

tycoon), the West’s anti-Russian sanctions – strenuously opposed by Pretoria – will prevent Europe’s import of Putin’s 

coal starting in September: “This will work because there are a lot of suppliers all over the globe that are willing and ready 

to sell their coal to those countries that have got them so far from Russia and obviously there are some as South Africa 

for instance where we will do so.” 

Scholz’s closest European colleague, French President Macron, visited Ramaphosa a year ago to persuade him that Total’s 

methane-gas processing plant in Cabo Delgado required thousands of South African (and Rwandan) troops for protection 

against further Islamic guerrilla attacks. Then the world’s 4th-largest methane-gas field might soon supply the Eskom grid. 

But the Climate Justice Charter Movement now calls for a European reversal of the Eskom deal, and NGOs ground work 

and the South Durban Community Environmental Alliance are fighting De Ruyter’s proposed 3000MW Richards Bay 

methane-gas power plant in the courts. 
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One BRICS institution did emerge (with Western credit rating agency approval): the NDB. It was initiated to finance 

infrastructure with greater potential environmental sensibilities, but never achieved the lofty goals of becoming a green 

bank set by two early consultants who had both been World Bank chief economists, Joseph Stiglitz and Nicholas Stern. 

In its South African portfolio, indeed, there was not a single NDB loan in the period 2016-22 that could be considered 

free from corruption. 

From the BRICS Fortaleza meeting in 2014, the Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) would have provided short-term 

emergency funding, but it turned out, first, that it gave the IMF even more leverage (because only 30% of the borrower’s 

CRA quota could be accessed before getting an IMF structural adjustment package). Second, in the hour of greatest need, 

mid-2020 when South Africa’s leaders felt compelled to take a $4.3 billion IMF loan in spite of hard-wired austerity 

conditionality that reversed the fiscal stimulus, there was no sign of the CRA. 

Russia’s interest in African deals speaks volumes regarding the inability to grow the Russian industrial machine in any 

significant way – because of their corrupt system of rewarding oligarchs and Russian political elite. Growth focus thus 

needs to orientate outwards – Africa and South America. 

Both Russia and China similarly need the revenues and industrial output of countries where trade is done in US dollars. 

Hence their pursuit of Saudia Arabia, Argentina and other basement users of the US dollar system. 

Small wonder then that the G7 is seeking closer relations to BRICS members South Africa and India – Brazil is holding 

elections in October this year and it is increasingly clear the Bolsonaro is behind in polls.  

BRICS Summit – list of Top 10 items 
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Western Balkans frustration at the EU reaches boiling point - Just months after Ukraine and Moldova applied 

to become EU candidates as Russia invaded Ukraine, the European Council agreed to grant the countries EU candidate 

status. Meanwhile, the Western Balkans have waited for years and even decades to be granted that status, but the 

progress is slow – to the frustration of the countries’ leaders. 

Albania, North Macedonia and Serbia initially threatened to boycott the European Council summit two days before it was 

meant to take place. Bulgaria is blocking North Macedonia’s accession negotiations over language and cultural issues. 

On Friday Bulgaria’s parliament voted to lift its veto on North Macedonia’s accession. The European Council also 

emphasizes that the EU is “unequivocally in favour of the integration of the Western Balkans into the European Union.” 

The accession process with the six Western Balkans differs per country. Serbia has met one of the EU’s main demands by 

cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY). However, since negotiations 

started in 2014, the EU has seen little progress on the rule of law and press freedom. 

Montenegro, which applied in 2010, appears to be the closest to membership as the EU is positive about the democracy’s 

development. Recently appointed Prime Minister Dritan Abazovic also pledged to stop issuing “golden passports.” 

North Macedonia’s negotiation talks are severely impacted by neighboring countries. Greece had blocked talks for years 

over a name dispute – as Macedonia is also a northern region of Greece – which led North Macedonia to resolve the 

issue by changing its official name in 2018. Recently, Bulgaria was continuing to block the negotiations over historical and 

cultural objections. 

Meanwhile, the EU is positive about Albania’s democratic development and reduction in crime, though economic 

instability and corruption are still prevalent. 

For Bosnia and Herzegovina is to become an official candidate for membership, the constitution must be fundamentally 

changed, as Bosnia has a sever distinction between its Bosnian-Croatian and its Serb part. 

Kosovo was also presented with potential candidacy in 2008 and is backed by the German and Italian leaders, but 

countries such as Greece and Spain are yet to formally recognize the country’s independence. 


