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Conflict Update # 301 

December 21st, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 99,740 (510) soldiers killed, 3,002 (+7) enemy tanks, 5,979 (+5) armored  combat vehicles, 1,972 

(+12) artillery systems, 412 (+2) MLRS systems, 212 (+1) air defense systems, 282 (+1) warplanes, 267 (+1) helicopters, 

1,688 (+8) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 653 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,608 (+9) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 178 (+1) units of equipment. 

Note – If we use the accepted ratio of killed to wounded of 1:3 then Russia has suffered a further 300,000 injured. 

Because of the high accuracy rate of Ukrainian fire I would estimate this as closer to 1:2 entailing 200,000 injured.  

Key Takeaways 
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Zelenskyy visits US - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy was making his way to Washington for a summit with 

President Biden and address the US Congress in his first known trip outside the country since Russia’s invasion began. 

Zelenskyy earlier today said on his Twitter account that the visit was “to strengthen resilience and defense capabilities” 

of Ukraine and discuss cooperation between his country and the United States with Biden. 

The Kremlin said that nothing good would come of the visit and that Russia saw no chance of peace talks with Kyiv. 

“The supply of weapons continues and the range of supplied weapons is expanding. All of this, of course, leads to an 

aggravation of the conflict. This does not bode well for Ukraine,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in a call with 

reporters about Western arms supplies to Ukraine. 

In a statement on Tuesday night, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden was looking forward to the 

visit and that the address to Congress will demonstrate “the strong, bipartisan support for Ukraine.” 

“The visit will underscore the United States’ steadfast commitment to supporting Ukraine for as long as it takes, 

including through the provision of economic, humanitarian and military assistance,” she said. 

Intensifying Russian pressure on Belarus is degrading Lukashenko’s maneuver room to avoid making 

concessions to the Kremlin. Putin’s long game to reestablish suzerainty over Belarus is making progress separate and 

apart from his efforts to get Belarus more actively involved in his invasion of Ukraine.  

Lukashenko confirmed that Russia “gave” Belarus an unspecified number of S-400 air defense systems during his 

meeting with Putin in Minsk two days ago, confirming ISW’s 2021 forecast that Russian-made S-400 systems would 

begin operating in Belarus  

Lukashenko had previously rejected S-400 systems operating in Belarus in 2020 and is likely delaying acceding to Putin’s 

larger demands - such as committing Belarusian forces to join the invasion against Ukraine - by making smaller 

concessions that he has stonewalled for years. 

Russian military personnel will likely operate the Belarus-based S-400 systems from the so-called joint Russian-

Belarusian Air Force and Air Defense Forces training center in Grodno, Belarus – a permanent Russian military presence 

in Belarus that the Kremlin established in the spring of 2021. 

ISW continues to observe indicators consistent with the most dangerous course of action of a renewed 

Russian invasion of northern Ukraine from Belarus, with Ukrainian military officials continuing to warn about a growing 

Russian threat from Belarus.  

Ukrainian Joint Forces Commander Serhiy Nayev stated yesterday Russian elements in Belarus have military potential 

“currently sufficient” to create an unspecified threat to Ukraine and that these elements can conduct unspecified 

“tactical actions.” His statement marks an inflection in Ukrainian officials’ characterization of the growing Russian 

forces in Belarus; previous Ukrainian descriptions of Russian forces in Belarus did not ascribe to them tactically 

significant capacities. Independent Belarusian sources continue to report growing Russian mechanized forces in 

Belarus. About 30 Russian T-80 tanks were reportedly deployed to Belarus around December 20. 

These indicators support the forecast, but that course of action remains unlikely at this time. A Russian invasion of 

northern Ukraine from Belarus is not very likely imminent. Nayev reiterated that Ukraine’s defense is prepared to 

defend northern Ukraine. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reiterated it has not observed Russian forces forming strike 

groups in Belarus as of yesterday. ISW will continue to monitor the situation. 

Comment – We have been monitoring this situation, and despite others saying “no imminent threat,” I continue to 

disagree. Too much is gearing toward such a Russian action and Putin desperately needs a (Ukrainian) military 
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distraction. Yesterday Ukrainian forces took out multiple Russian resupply lines and ammo deports in and around 

Donetsk, all of which supply the Bakhmut battle zone (see below).  

Ukraine strikes Russian supply hubs – Ukraine struck 

multiple Russian supply hubs and rail lines to sever their 

supplies into the Bakhmut battle zone. Depicted in the map 

alongside one can see red lines where road routes of supply 

transpire and blue dotted line where the rail line runs. 

Heavy equipment, replenishment munitions and troops 

reinforcements are sent from Russia along the blue line into 

transit hubs, from where they are moved to the front by road 

along the red lines. 

Ukraine surgically struck a number of these hubs over the 

past two days with the initial entrance point in the northern 

section in Lantrativka ❶ from where rail and road take 

separate routes to front line areas. 

Lantrativka serves as an instrumental hub in moving supplies 

from Russia to oblasts further south and a strike here will 

severely impede Russian replenishments. 

Ukraine also struck an ammunition storage points in Svatove 

❷ and another in Alchevs’k ❸ as well as a two transfer 

points in Kadiivka and Irmino ❹. A Wagner base ❺ was also 

struck from where they supply their troops 

The Kremlin will likely continue efforts to portray 

Putin and the Russian MoD as effective leaders when Putin holds an expanded annual Russian MoD board 

meeting on December 21. 

Russian forces conducted limited counterattacks along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Bakhmut and Avdiivka areas. 

Russian forces are expanding defensive fortifications on the left (east) bank of the Dnipro River in Kherson 

Oblast. 

A Kremlin official deflected questioning surrounding a Moscow Oblast military recruitment officer’s 

December 17 claim that Russian authorities will extend the service period for conscript soldiers. 

Putin demanded security services intensify their efforts to counter pro-Ukrainian partisan activity. 

Russia will likely soon begin increasing the size of its military, from 1.15 million troops to 1.5 million.  

Defense Minister Shoigu pitched the plan to Putin in a televised exchange earlier this morning. "I agree with your 

proposals," the autocratic leader responded. However, "That target size would likely take years to achieve," the New 

York Times noted in its coverage of the announcement. 

Shoigu visited the front? – General Shoigu published footage of him visiting the front over the past week – or so the 

message is portrayed.  
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BUT he was in a helicopter the whole time flying somewhere, and all around that somewhere there was green grass as 

could be seen outside the aircraft – in the middle of the Russian winter! 

It is obvious that footage was taken in summer or spring, and he did not visit troops or BTG quarters. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian forces continued to conduct 

limited counterattacks to regain 

lost positions along the Kreminna-

Svatove line on December 20. UGS 

reported its forces repelled 

assaults near Stelmakhivka (16km 

northwest of Svatove), 

Chervonopopivka (6km north of 

Kreminna), and Hryhorivka (11km 

south of Kreminna).  

A milblogger claimed Russian 

forces conducted assaults near 

Makiivka (22km northwest of 

Kreminna) and Bilohorivka (12km 

south of Kreminna). 

Ukrainian forces reportedly 

continued counteroffensive 

operations in the Kreminna area. 

Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai 

reported that Ukrainian forces 

have progressed a few kilometers 

towards Kreminna.  

A BARS-13 (Russian Combat 

Reserve) affiliated source claimed 

Ukrainian forces are continuously 

attempting to break through 

Russian defenses near Kreminna. 

LNR People’s Militia claimed 

Ukrainian forces struck Svatove 

and Novoselivka (53km southeast 

of Svatove) with HIMARS rockets 

and 155-mm artillery. 

Donetsk Oblast - The pace of Russian advances in the Bakhmut area has not increased in previous weeks. ISW 

assesses they have gained a total of 192 sq km in the Bakhmut area between October 1 and December 20. The pace of 

Russian advances in this area over the past 50 days is roughly equivalent to the pace of Russian advances during the 

month of October. Russian sources will likely continue to try to falsely assert that Russian forces are taking a notable 

amount of territory in the Bakhmut area. 

UGS reported its forces repelled assaults near Bakhmut, within 33km northeast of Bakhmut near Verkhnokamianske 

and Pidhorodne, and within 14km south of Bakhmut near Opytne and Kurdyumivka. A milblogger claimed Wagner 
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Group elements attempted to break through Ukrainian defenses northeast of Bakhmut near Bakhmutske, whilst  

another blogger claimed fierce fighting continued in the outskirts of Bakhmut.  

The WSJ published an interview with a Ukrainian commander who stated that Russian artillery strikes on Bakhmut are 

less intense than what his unit experienced on the Kherson front during the Ukrainian counteroffensive there and 

suggested that Russia in the Bakhmut area may be running out of ammunition.  

A social media source published footage of a Ukrainian soldier claiming that Ukrainian forces recaptured 500 meters of 

territory near Opytne on December 19. (Comment – I watched this video and the Ukrainian soldier appeared unfazed 

by events whilst not specifying any particular coordinates and names).  

Geolocated footage posted yesterday 

shows Ukrainian forces patrolling in 

Opytne. Milbloggers claimed Russian 

forces also conducted assaults south of 

Bakhmut near Klishchiivka, where 

Ukrainian forces have reportedly 

surrounded the settlement with 

strongholds and have turned it into a 

serious defensive hub. One milblogger 

claimed Wagner Group elements plan 

to storm Klishchiivka and that capture 

of the settlement would allow Russian 

forces to interdict Ukrainian forces’ 

ability to transfer equipment and 

personnel along the Bakhmut to 

Kostantynivka supply route (the T0504 

highway). 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City 

area on December 20. UGS reported its 

forces repelled assaults near 

Krasnohorivka (24km southwest of 

Avdiivka) and Marinka (28km 

southwest of Avdiivka).  

A milblogger claimed the 5th Brigade of 

the DNR Peoples Militia made marginal 

advances within Marinka. The 

milblogger claimed that even if Russian 

forces fully capture Marinka the 

accumulation of Ukrainian fortified 

areas in the vicinity of Marinka will likely continue to constrain the actions of Russian forces in the area. Another 

milblogger claimed Russian forces conducted assaults near Novomykhailivka (37km southwest of Avdiivka) and Pobieda 

(32km southwest of Avdiivka).  

The milblogger claimed Russian forces also conducted an unsuccessful assault in the direction of Oleksandropil (17km 

northeast of Avdiivka) in an attempt to cut off the N20 highway and encircle the Ukrainian garrison in Novbakhmutivka 
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(14km northeast of Avdiivka). UGS reported Russian forces continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in 

Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Russian forces are expanding fortifications in the left-bank Kherson Oblast and 

are continuing to shell settlements 

in Kherson, Zaporizhia, and 

Dnipropetrovsk oblasts. 

Geolocated footage demonstrated 

them visibly expanding 

fortifications near Bekhtery 

(approximately 50km southwest 

of Kherson City) between 

November 15 and December 20.  

Spokesperson for the Southern 

Defenses Humenyuk stated 

Russian forces are continuing to 

increase troops in the direction of 

the Kinburn Spit, but Ukrainian 

forces are continuing counter-

battery efforts in the area, adding 

Russian forces are continuing to 

shell Nikopol, Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast, in an effort to provoke 

Ukrainian forces to retaliate with 

artillery fire. Ukrainian officials 

and social media users reported 

that Russian forces have shelled 

Kherson City and settlements on 

the right bank of the Dnipro River 

in western Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued to 

strike Russian logistics in southern 

Ukraine with UGS reporting its 

forces stuck a Russian permanent 

deployment point in the area of 

Chaplynka (about 76km southeast 

of Kherson City) on December 18. 

UGS also added its forces stuck 

Russian manpower and 

equipment concentrations in Polohy, Vasylivka, and Kaminka-Dniprovska, wounding up to 130 Russian servicemen and 

destroying 10 pieces of equipment. 

Russian outlets published a video showing a Russian truck exploding on the Crimean Isthmus near Chongar Peninsula in 

Kherson Oblast, but Russian sources did not comment on the cause of the explosion. Informed sources point however 

to sabotage as the cause. 
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Putin 

Putin’s allies are now apparently freaking out over being accused of war crimes if Russia loses the war - 

It doesn’t take a foreign policy expert to realize that things are not looking great for Putin. He’s finally admitted to his 

Ukraine war brewing up an “extremely complicated” set of circumstances, and word on the street is that he’s plotting 

to flee Russia if/when he loses his war, and there are reports of him feeling increasingly “vulnerable” as Ukraine 

continues to reclaim territory. Now, Russian State TV talking heads are apparently seeing the darkness at the end of the 

tunnel, and they’re lashing out on TV towards anyone who dares to mention peace negotiations. 

As The Daily Beast reports, on-air freakouts reveal “a very real fear that propagandists — along with military and 

government officials — would be forced to answer for their war crimes, including public incitement of these actions on 

state television.” Working for Russian State TV media is not an ideal path these days for sure. One TV editor recently 

(and bravely) interrupted a broadcast to protest the war, and she faced consequences. For those who remain 

propagandists, an even bigger price may be coming. 

In recent days, multiple state TV programs have warned that Russia’s defeat in this war would lead to war crimes 

tribunals at the Hague or elsewhere, arguing that the only way of escaping that fate is ensuring Russia’s victory, by any 

means necessary. During Friday’s broadcast of NTV’s program Our Own Truth, host Roman Babayan led panelists into 

discussions about the need for Russia’s own war crimes tribunals, which should be set in motion in anticipation of an 

impending victory over Ukraine. 

Ukraine might be Vladimir Putin's Vietnam - Is Ukraine Vladimir Putin's Vietnam? Will Putin's "special military 

operation" become a quagmire that eviscerates Russia's army and ultimately leads to its defeat? Or will Putin continue 

that war, no matter the cost, expecting that Russia's advantages in size and mass will overcome Ukraine's heroic 

resistance? 

In 1991, after the Soviet Union imploded, along with other former Soviet republics, Ukraine became independent and 

the Russian Federation replaced the former USSR. Putin believed that this dissolution was the greatest geostrategic 

disaster of the last century. And Putin began weaning Ukraine back into Moscow's sphere. 

The Vietnam War was regarded by the Kennedy-Johnson administration as of vital national interest to prevent what 

was popularly viewed in America as the Sino-Soviet, godless monolithic threat of global communism that had to be 

stopped. South Vietnam became the battleground for nearly a decade and a half to halt that advance. Some 58,000 

Americans and many more times that number of Vietnamese on both sides would die. 

Putin's aims were to stop the expansion and influence of NATO east and prevent Ukraine from joining that alliance. 

Those were vital Russian interests that Putin concluded could only be achieved by using force. And while the Russian 

military was all volunteer, Putin would be forced to mobilize, i.e. draft, some 300,000 Russian recruits, much as the bulk 

of U.S. soldiers sent to fight in Vietnam were draftees. 

The United States expected that the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese would be quickly overwhelmed by America's 

vastly superior military forces. As that war bogged down, even though the United States won virtually every battle it 

fought, with huge "body counts" of enemy dead, Hanoi would not quit. To force the North to the conference table, the 

United States began a massive bombing campaign against North Vietnam called "Rolling Thunder." 

Putin, likewise, believed that his forces would quickly rout Ukraine's army and march into Kyiv, capturing it and thus 

guaranteeing surrender of President Zelensky's government. There was every reason for Putin to believe that this 

outcome was inevitable. The Russian army had modernized into Battalion Battle Groups equipped with war-tested 

weapons proven in Syria, where some 5,000 Russian troops and Kalibr cruise missiles kept President Bashar al-Assad in 

power. 
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Putin's military, however, has been badly bloodied and mauled. The body count has favored Ukraine by a large number, 

as Russian casualties are 100,000 or more killed or wounded; thousands of its tanks, artillery pieces and armored 

vehicles destroyed or captured; and much of its ammunition, missiles and drone stocks depleted in the fighting. Facing 

defeat on the ground, Putin turned to missile strikes against Ukrainian power, water and food infrastructure to coerce 

Kyiv to negotiate or capitulate. 

The well-known 1968 North Vietnamese Tet Offensive was a military failure and public relations success for Hanoi, as 

many Americans became convinced the war was unwinnable. Rolling Thunder did not bring North Vietnam to its knees. 

However, the Christmas 1972 bombing did bring North Vietnam back to the negotiating table. 

By 1973, the United States had withdrawn virtually all its forces from Vietnam. And two years later, the North's tanks 

rolled into Saigon, finally unifying Vietnam. It is unlikely that Russian tanks will roll into Kyiv. But whether Ukraine will, 

in essence, become North Vietnam and expel all aggressors is also very unlikely. 

While the battle in Ukraine may be headed toward deadlock, one aspect of the Vietnam War could prove determinant. 

Vietnam was largely lost in American living rooms as the war dragged on and more Americans were killed. The United 

States was not accustomed to fighting long wars. 

The US declared war in April 1917 against the Central Powers that ended in November 1918. World War II lasted from 

December 1941 until September 1945. And the Korean War was fought from June 1950-1953. 

Will Ukraine be decided in Russian living rooms? That may be the most important comparison with Vietnam. The 

answer is most likely no. However, suppose the Russian public turns against the war? Putin would be ill-advised to 

ignore that prospect. 

The decision to send the Patriot battery comes despite threats from Russia’s foreign ministry that the delivery of 

the advanced surface-to-air missile system would be considered a provocative step and that the Patriot and any crews 

accompanying it would be a legitimate target for Moscow’s military. 

"Putin is taking increasing pains to surround himself with military uniforms," write analysts at the 

Washington-based Institute for the Study of War. And the Russian leader is possibly doing this, they speculate, "hoping 

to evoke recollections of Joseph Stalin engaging with the Soviet STAVKA during World War II and to separate himself 

from the famous pictures of Putin separated by a very long table from Shoigu and Chief of the GS General Gerasimov." 

The view from 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue: "President Putin badly miscalculated the beginning of this conflict when he 

presumed that the Ukrainian people would yield and that NATO would be disunited," White House officials told 

reporters Tuesday. "He was wrong on both those counts; he remains wrong about our staying power. And that's what 

this [Zelenskyy] visit will demonstrate." 

Containment 

US $45b package coming - US lawmakers are set to vote on a year-end spending package that includes about $45bn 

in emergency assistance to Ukraine as the Pentagon prepares to send Patriot surface-to-air missiles to the country to 

defend itself. 

The tranche of US funding pending before Congress would be the biggest American infusion of assistance yet to 

Ukraine – even more than Biden’s $37bn emergency request – and is meant to ensure that support flows to the war 

effort for months to come. 

Washington today is also set to announce that it will send a package of $1.8bn in military aid to Ukraine that will for the 

first time include a Patriot missile battery and precision-guided bombs for its fighter jets, US officials said. 
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The aid signals an expansion by the US in the kinds of advanced weaponry it will send to Ukraine to bolster its air 

defences against what has been an increasing barrage of Russian missiles in recent weeks. 

The package will include about $1bn in weapons from Pentagon stocks and $800m in funding through the Ukraine 

Security Assistance Initiative, officials said. 

UK’s PM Sunak to announce $304m in new military aid for Ukraine - Sunak’s office says the new package will 

include ‘hundreds of thousands of rounds of artillery ammunition’ for use against Russia. 

G7 pledges to meet Ukraine’s ‘urgent’ air defence requirements - Russian missiles, artillery and drones have 

hammered targets in eastern and southern Ukraine, as global economic powers pledged to beef up Kyiv’s military 

capabilities with a focus on air defences. 

The G7 promised on Monday to “meet Ukraine’s urgent requirements” after President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appealed 

to the virtual G7 meeting for modern tanks, artillery firepower and long-range weapons against Russia’s devastating 

invasion. 

The World Bank just approved $610 million in aid to Ukraine on top of an estimated $18 billion in emergency 

financing that's already been made available to Kyiv since the invasion began in February. The new money will be used 

for "restor[ing] access to essential health services and to provide budget support for child and family benefits, teacher 

salaries, and utility payments for government agencies," the bank said Tuesday. 

The Pentagon is ferrying energy infrastructure equipment to Ukraine to help repair the electrical grid, 

Department of Energy officials said this week. U.S. officials sent the first batch of about $13 million in related 

equipment to Kyiv last week. To date, DOE has set aside more than $53 million to help repair Ukraine's grid. The 

Defense Department has a tiny bit more on that effort, here. 

Lithuanian officials are searching their warehouses for energy gear, too, Reuters reported Wednesday from 

the Baltics. "The Ukrainians say they are fine to receive anything, including things that are not working or broken, as 

they can fix the equipment themselves," a top official in Vilnius said. Energy grid equipment has already poured into 

Ukraine from Azerbaijan, France, Latvia, and Poland; that includes items like wires, insulators, transformers, circuit 

breakers, and more, according to Reuters. 

We will hunt you down and find you – Russian forces 

Three days after the first Russian bombs struck Ukraine, Andrii Kuprash, the head of a village north of Kyiv, walked into 

a forest near his home and began to dig. He didn’t stop until he had carved out a shallow pit, big enough for a man like 

him. It was his just-in-case, a place to lie low if he needed. He covered it with branches and went back home. 

A week later, Kuprash got a call around 8 a.m. from an unknown number. A man speaking Russian asked if he was the 

village head. Something was amiss. 

“No, you’ve got the wrong number,” Kuprash lied. “We will find you anyway,” the man responded. “It’s better to 

cooperate with us.’” Kuprash grabbed some camping kit and his warmest coat and headed for his hole in the woods. 

Kuprash — and others The Associated Press spoke with — had been quietly warned that they were targets for 

advancing Russian forces. Word went round in circles of influential Ukrainians: Don’t sleep in your own home. Get rid of 

your phone. Get out of Ukraine. 

The hunt was on. 
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In a deliberate, widespread campaign, Russian forces systematically targeted influential Ukrainians, nationally and 

locally, to neutralize resistance through detention, torture and executions, an Associated Press investigation has found. 

The strategy appears to violate the laws of war and will help build the case for genocide. 

Russian troops hunted Ukrainians by name, using lists prepared with the help of their intelligence services. In the 

crosshairs were government officials, journalists, activists, veterans, religious leaders and lawyers. 

The AP documented a sample of 61 cases across Ukraine, drawing on Russian lists of names obtained by Ukrainian 

authorities, photographic evidence of abuse, Russian media accounts and interviews with dozens of victims, family and 

friends, and Ukrainian officials and activists. 

Some victims were held at detention sites, where they were interrogated, beaten and subjected to electric shocks, 

survivors said. Some ended up in Russia. Others died. 

Russians tortured people into informing on others. In three other cases, Russians seized family members, including a 

child, to exert pressure. The pattern was similar across the country, according to testimonies AP collected from 

occupied and formerly occupied territories around Kyiv, Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Chernihiv and Donetsk regions. 

“Clearly what you have here is the playbook of an authoritarian regime that wants to immediately decapitate the area 

and eliminate the leadership,” said Stephen Rapp, former U.S. ambassador-at-large for war crimes issues who is 

advising Ukraine on prosecutions. 

The lists are part of growing evidence that shows much of the violence in Ukraine was planned rather than random. 

Russia has used brutality as a strategy of war, conceived and implemented within the command structures of its 

military and intelligence services. The Associated Press has also documented patterns of violence against civilians, 

including lethal “cleansing operations” along a front of the war commanded by a Russian general implicated in war 

crimes in Syria. 

Led by the Federal Security Service (FSB), Russian intelligence spent months compiling hit lists before the Feb. 24 

invasion, according to leaked U.S. intelligence and U.K. national security analysts. 

Ukrainian intelligence indicates that the division of Russia’s spy agency tasked with planning the subjugation and 

occupation of Ukraine — the Ninth Directorate of the FSB’s Fifth Service — scaled up sharply in the summer of 2021. 

Agents categorized influential Ukrainians as either potential collaborators or unreliable elements to be intimidated or 

killed, according to the Royal United Services Institute, a prominent defense think tank in London. 

“This political strategy of targeted killings was directed from a very high level within the Kremlin,” said Jack Watling, a 

senior research fellow at RUSI. 

Those pre-war lists were just the beginning. 

Russian leaders who expected to sweep into Ukraine and seize control of a docile population quickly discovered they 

were wrong. One list begat another as Russia expanded its dragnet to ever-wider swaths of Ukrainian society, 

incorporating additional names from collaborators and seized government records and torturing captives into giving up 

other people. 

AP obtained copies of five lists of 31 people Russians were hunting in Mykolaiv and Kherson regions. They offer a highly 

localized accounting — eight soldiers, seven veterans, seven apparent civilians and nine people accused of helping the 

Ukrainian military or intelligence services. 
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One man accused of having anti-Russian views and carrying out anti-Russian propaganda was on the list. So was a man 

who helped his son evacuate to Ukrainian territory in a motorboat. The lists, which were undated, included full names, 

as well as some nicknames, dates of birth and addresses. 

The Kremlin declined to respond to AP’s requests for comment, though a spokesman earlier called leaked U.S. 

intelligence about kill lists “absolute fiction.” It is not currently possible to document the full scale of abductions. The 

Center for Civil Liberties, a Ukrainian NGO that won the Nobel Peace Prize this year, has amassed more than 770 cases 

of civilian captives since Russia’s February invasion. 

Oleksandra Matviichuk the head of the group, emphasizes these are the tip of the iceberg. She recorded similar 

targeting of local elites by Russian-backed forces in Crimea and Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region dating back to 2014. 

But this time, as she documented more cases, she realized something had changed. Suddenly and surprisingly, even 

people who weren’t influential leaders were being taken. 

“Everybody can be a target. It shocked me,” she said. “We were prepared for political persecution...We weren’t 

prepared for terror.” 

While Kuprash hid in his hole in the woods, more than a dozen Russian soldiers ransacked his house and held a knife to 

the throat of his 15-year-old son. They threatened to tear out his guts if he didn’t give up his dad. 

Father and son had set up a code: Call me “Tato” — dad — if everything is OK. Call me “Andrii” if there is trouble. 

Surrounded by soldiers, his son went outside and hollered “Andrii! Andrii! Andrii!” as loud as his voice would carry. 

Three weeks later, Russians again came for Kuprash at his home. A commander sat him down at his kitchen table and, 

at gunpoint, promised him “a great life” in exchange for information about Ukrainian positions, as well as names of 

Ukrainian veterans and patriots. Kuprash insisted he didn’t have access to that information. 

Dozens of locals from Babyntsi village had gathered outside. Kuprash thought maybe the crowd had saved him. 

Next time, he wouldn’t be so lucky. On March 30, three Russian vehicles pulled up to the town hall. 

“Who’s the village head?” the soldiers demanded. 

“I am,” Kuprash said, stepping forward. 

“Andrii?” they asked. 

“Yes.” 

“We found you,” one soldier said. “You are dead.” 

The soldiers hit Kuprash in the head with a rifle, threw him in the back of the car and drove towards a cemetery in the 

forest. One of the Russians pulled out a long knife and held it against Kuprash’s throat. 

“This knife killed nine people. You’ll be the tenth,” he said. 

They accused him of sending Russian troop positions to Ukrainian authorities, which Kuprash told AP he had been 

doing. Under the laws of war, Russians could detain spotters like Kuprash in humane conditions, but never disappear or 

torture them, human rights lawyers say. 

Kuprash kept insisting he was a civilian. He thought of his children. “I said goodbye in my mind,” he said. 
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When they got to the forest cemetery, dozens of Russian soldiers forced Kuprash to strip and shoved him around in a 

circle, jeering and insulting him, he said. The commander pointed at another man being beaten near a tree, who he said 

had fingered Kuprash as the head of the local Territorial Defense, a volunteer military group. Kuprash denied it. 

The Russians handed Kuprash a shovel. As he hunched over in his underwear, they ordered him to dig himself a grave in 

the frozen earth. 

Russia’s targeting of local leaders Kuprash is not new. The security forces of the Soviet Union had a long history of 

drawing up lists of “subversives” in Russia and beyond to be detained, disappeared, sent to labor camps or executed. 

Andrei Soldatov, an investigative journalist and expert on Russian security services, said old techniques included kill lists 

that Stalin’s secret service used to pacify Western Ukraine during World War II. 

“It’s the bloodiest example of pacifying a territory by Stalin’s secret service,” he said. “It’s still taught at the academy of 

the secret service for how to pacify people when they are hostile.” 

Excising the parts of society that shape and guide a nation can have long-term impacts. When the Soviet Union 

occupied Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia in World War II, they murdered or deported tens of thousands of people. 

“The sort of people who were selected for this were those who were community leaders, teachers, clergymen — 

anyone with a political background,” Jānis Kažociņš, the national security advisor to the president of Latvia, told AP. 

“Society doesn’t have any compass any longer. It’s been deprived of its leaders.” 

As Ukraine claws back more territory from Russia, the accounting of the disappeared grows. Russian forces set up at 

least nine detention centers in Kherson city, where people were tortured, said Jordash, who is now back in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian prosecutors estimated from meticulous lists the Russians left behind that more than 800 people from the 

largest center alone had been taken into Russian-held territory or killed, Jordash said. 

Comment – This is not just Putin’s war, but a Russian war. Each and every Russian is complicit, jointly and severally 

guilty of genocide, rape and murder. They are all guilty. 

Now exposed to being killed in battle they cry foul but didn’t lift a finger when Russian invaded Ukraine through the 

years, celebrating capture of Crimea loudly and vociferously. They would rather return to the “scene of the grime” – 

the Russian grime it calls life, watching Ukrainians being raped and butchered from the safety of their sofas, “just so 

long as you don’t call me up, it’s OK.”  

100,000 Draftees escaped Russia and mothers complain, but not one of them raises the issue of the illegal invasion, not 

one of them. Instead they don’t want to serve and be killed, and mothers are complaining about food and training. Not 

a word about Ukraine. 

This is a Russian war and they must be held jointly accountable. Putin is merely a piece of that guilt.  

It is something this nation has been doing for decades and for over a century. They need to be stopped and stopped 

once and for all. 

Russian Mobilization 

A Kremlin official deflected questioning surrounding a Moscow Oblast military recruitment officer’s December 17 claim 

that Russian authorities will extend the service period for conscript soldiers. ISW reported that Moscow Oblast military 

commissar Colonel Alexei Astakhov claimed that Russian authorities will extend the service period for conscript soldiers 

from 12 months to 18 for spring 2023 conscripts and to two years for fall 2023 conscripts.  
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ISW previously reported Russian MoD officials have denied these claims. Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 

yesterday deflected a question about the claim, stating Russian Defense Minister Shoigu is best positioned to address 

any rumors surrounding a two-year extension to military service. 

An independent Russian investigative organization, Conflict Intelligence Team, amplified an unverified report that 

Russian forces have assembled a unit from mobilized personnel and convicts and indicated the unit deployed to an 

unspecified settlement in the Lyman direction on the frontline where it is currently waiting for its command to issue 

orders.  

ISW is unable to independently verify these claims, but if true, they would indicate that Russian forces are conducting a 

prisoner recruitment campaign similar to the one used by the Wagner Group to obtain cannon fodder. 

The Wagner Group’s troops continue to experience extremely high mortality rates due to high casualty rates and 

infectious diseases. A forcibly mobilized Crimean man, Volodymyr Saychuk, stated that his unit fought alongside 

Wagner forces in Donetsk Oblast, noting that the number of dead Wagner personnel was three times the number of 

wounded (Comment – this multiplier is the accepted and consistent measure of wounded versus killed). Saychuk stated 

that many Wagner servicemen also wore white and red wristbands which indicated that they had HIV or Hepatitis C. 

ISW previously reported on October 25 that Wagner recruited prisoners with serious infectious diseases. 

Imprisoned Navalny Says Wagner Group's Leader Recruited Dozens Of Fellow Inmates - Jailed Russian 

opposition politician Aleksei Navalny says the leader of the notorious Wagner mercenary group, Yevgeny Prigozhin, 

recruited dozens of inmates from the penal colony where Navalny is being held in the Vladimir region, 70 kilometers 

east of Moscow. Navalny, who is currently in solitary confinement, said on Twitter on December 21 that another 

inmate told him of Prigozhin’s two visits to the colony in recent days. Prigozhin has recruited thousands of prison 

inmates across Russia to fight in the Moscow-launched war in Ukraine. 

Impacts 

Under fire for backsliding on democracy, Hungary's Orban calls for dissolution of European Parliament - 

Hungarian PM Orban, whose right-wing nationalist government has been targeted by corruption accusations and 

criticized for backsliding on the rule of law, on December 21 accused the European Union of "Hungarophobia" and 

pointed the finger at the scandal-ridden European Parliament, calling for its dissolution. 

In his annual international news conference -- one of the rare occasions when he faces the foreign media -- Orban said 

the corruption scandal currently engulfing the bloc's legislature had cast doubts over its credibility, and he said he 

supports dissolving the body in its current form. 

One of the European Parliament's vice presidents earlier this month was charged in connection with allegations of 

bribery by soccer World Cup host Qatar. 

"The swamp should be drained," Orban said, using a phrase coined by former US President Trump, a close Orban ally. 

“The Hungarians would like for the European Parliament to be dissolved in its current form," Orban said. 

Orban and his ruling Fidesz party reacted angrily in September after the European Parliament ruled that Hungary was 

no longer a "full democracy." 

Speaking at the news conference, Orban reiterated his calls to curtail the European Parliament's power and have EU 

members' governments appoint lawmakers rather than allow their election by direct vote, as is the current procedure. 

The European Commission, the 27-member bloc's executive body, has recommended freezing 13 billion euros ($13.8 

billion) in funds earmarked for Hungary as it calls for anti-graft reforms.  
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LNG regasification terminals in Europe  

Regasification is the process of converting LNG, which is chilled to -260F, back into its original gaseous state. Think of it 

as the beginning of the “downstream” portion of the large scale LNG value chain, with LNG liquefaction being the 

“upstream” and the LNG shipping industry representing the “midstream.” 

Out of the shadows: Europe exposes its Russian spies - Two military helicopters shattered the calm of 

suburban Stockholm on a late November morning, swooping over a private home in the sleepy locale of Kil in a high-

profile raid on a Swedish couple accused of spying for Russia. 

“I couldn’t believe it when I saw the police piling into their house,” a neighbor of the arrested Stockholm couple told 

POLITICO. “The noise of the helicopters woke up the whole street, and we just stood on our driveways watching the 

action.” 

The rattle of helicopters in the darkness was the latest sign that European nations’ high-stakes games of espionage with 

Russia are increasingly being played in the open. 

The raid netted a couple in their late 50s who now stand accused of slipping confidential commercial information to the 

Russian military intelligence agency GRU. They deny the accusations. 
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That same week, a closely watched court case began in Stockholm involving two brothers accused of passing official 

secrets from Swedish security agencies to the GRU; accusations they also deny. 

Both cases have grabbed national headlines and shaken up Swedish citizens. 

In another jaw-dropping takedown, this time in neighboring Norway, a man now believed to be a GRU officer was 

recently arrested on his way to a college where he had been operating under a false identity as a Brazilian academic. 

And in the Netherlands, a deep-cover Russian operator was also recently exposed, with national news outlets similarly 

pouncing on details of the exposé. 

All these cases point toward a shift in the way European states are handling counterintelligence operations: less 

sweeping of cases under the carpet and more splashy disruption and prosecution, experts observe. 

A recent report by researchers at Sweden’s Defense Research Agency examining legal cases around state-backed 

espionage in Europe over the decade to 2021 found that the three Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

accounted for nearly two-thirds of convictions. Estonia alone was responsible for half of the total. 

Czech FM says Russia is isolating itself, even from China, India - Russia is increasingly isolating itself on the 

international scene, to some degree even from China and India, as it continues to bomb civilian infrastructure in 

Ukraine, Deputy Foreign Minister Jaroslav Kurfürst told EURACTIV.cz in an interview. 

“Russia also seems to be isolated by China and India, although ‘isolation’ may be too strong a word. However, these 

two countries do not want to identify with Russian aggression and are showing increasing discontent,” said Kurfürst in 

the interview. 

This is the case even if China and some other countries can benefit geopolitically from the war in Ukraine, as it does not 

affect them directly, Kurfürst added. 

“Perhaps it even gives them the position of some kind of ‘mediator,’ although it is difficult to find a middle ground 

between normality and evil,” he said, adding that some countries can benefit from the war economically because 

Russia sells them its raw materials at more favourable prices. 

Kurfürst also said that the war showed gaps in the military capacities of western countries, including the Czech 

Republic. 

Blind psychic Baba Vanga 

I am not given to placing credence in predictions and soothsayers, but 

Baba Vanga’s psychic views have been gaining traction over the past few 

months to a year.  

A blind psychic who correctly predicted the 9/11 attacks and claimed cities 

would face water shortages from droughts in 2022, made other claims that 

some believe are coming due. 

Known as the Nostradamus of the Balkans, Baba Vanga, who died 26 years 

ago in 1996 aged 84, made five terrifying prophecies 

for 2023 before her death. 

Baba, who correctly predicted Chernobyl, warned ❶ of a potential nuclear power plant explosion in 2023. 
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❷ She predicted Earth would  experience a change in its orbit somehow - although details were not given. Every year, 

the Earth travels 584 million miles around the sun. However, orbit can shift slightly due to gravitational forces of other 

planets. 

Although shifting in such a radical way in just a year would be devastating for our environment as it would lead to 

soaring temperatures, rising sea levels and radiation levels. 

❸ Vanga predicted that a 'big country' will carry out bioweapons studies on humans, which would result in the deaths 

of thousands of people.  

Another frightening prediction ❹ is that natural human births will be prohibited by governments. The outlandish 

scenario would occur when government officials allegedly push for the lab-grown production of all human life and 

restrict natural births. (Comment – I wouldn’t go with this one because demographic indicators at present are not good 

for a multiplicity of states where their fertility ratios are below 2.1, but who knows, it may be introduced by some 

countries). 

She warned that ❺ large cities would face drought due to rising temperatures in 2023. 

However, some of her other predictions for 2022 haven't stood up, so far, after she claimed the world would see 

terrifying events including deadly tsunamis and another pandemic. 

The psychic claimed a rare gift from God helped her see into the future after losing her sight at the age of 12. She grew 

up on a farm, in what is now Macedonia, and became blind after being dragged into a tornado when she was young, 

with believers saying this freak accident was what gave her second sight. 

She has previously correctly predicted the Russian invasion of Ukraine as well as the 9/11 attacks in New York City.  

She even terrifyingly once claimed in a 1979 interview that Russia was to dominate the world and that Putin is to 

become 'Lord of the World'.  

She also made a prediction about World War Three and the potential use of nuclear weapons and predicted the Covid 

outbreak 'years ago' when she warned: 'The corona will be all over us.'    

In 1989, she said of the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Centre: 'Horror, horror! The American brethren will fall after 

being attacked by the steel birds. 


