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Conflict Update # 202 

October 5th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 61,000 (+200) soldiers killed, 2,435 (+11) enemy tanks, 5,038 (+20) armored  combat vehicles, 1,414 

(+7) artillery systems, 341 (+3) MLRS systems, 177 (+0) air defense systems, 266 (+0) warplanes, 232 (+4) helicopters, 

1,032 (+4) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 246 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,841 (+18) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Ukrainian forces continued to make significant gains in Kherson Oblast while simultaneously continuing 

advances in Kharkiv and Luhansk oblasts, liberating several settlements on the eastern bank of the Inhulets River along 

the T2207 highway, forcing Russian forces to retreat to the south toward Kherson City. Ukrainian forces also continued 

to push south along the Dnipro River and the T0403 highway, severing two Russian ground lines of communication 

(GLOCs) in northern Kherson Oblast and forcing Russians south of the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border toward 

the Beryslav area. Ukrainian military officials noted that the Ukrainian interdiction campaign is crippling Russian 

attempts to transfer additional ammunition, reserves, mobilized men, and means of defense to frontline positions.  

Kherson north of the River Dnipro, marked ❷ in the map alongside, is very flat terrain, extremely conducive 

to rapid armored movement,. 

Ukrainian troops are advancing from the north of  Kherson Oblast, heading to 

the River Inhulets (marked ❶ on the map), on the western flank of which 

Russian forces are expected to bunker down. 

This places Kherson City within reach of the Ukrainian advance. 

It is essential for Ukraine to seize Kherson as it will 

significantly contribute to its economy, providing 

as it does the sea and export outlet for all the 

Ukraine’s inland industrial areas. It will 

simultaneously provide a security buffer 

against westward Russian moves.  

Ukraine takes back dozens of ‘annexed’ towns - Ukrainian forces have counted more gains on the battlefield, 

with President Zelenskyy hailing more “good news from the front lines” in his nightly address Tuesday. 

Rapid and significant gains have been counted in Ukraine’s counteroffensive in the south in particular, with advances in 

the Kherson region. Now, dozens of settlements have been liberated this week across four regions that Russia 

“annexed” last week, Zelenskyy said. 

Moscow’s hold on “annexed” territories (Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk and Donetsk) looks increasingly tenuous, with 

none of the regions fully occupied by Russian forces, and as Ukraine’s counteroffensives in the east and south maintain 

their momentum. 



 

2 
 

A Russian-installed official conceded that Kyiv’s forces were making gains around Kherson, one of four regions that 

Moscow “annexed” last week. “It’s tense, let’s put it that way,” Vladimir Saldo, the Russian-installed head of Ukraine’s 

Kherson region, said on state television, according to a Reuters report. 

Ukraine’s northern Kharkiv 

counteroffensive has not yet 

culminated after a month of successful 

operations  and is now advancing into 

western Luhansk Oblast. They captured 

Hrekivka and Makiivka in western Luhansk 

Oblast (approximately 20 km southwest of 

Svatove) on October 5.  

Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai reported 

that Ukrainian forces have begun liberating 

unspecified villages in Luhansk Oblast on 

October 5. Ukraine began the maneuver 

phase of their counteroffensive in Kharkiv 

Oblast— which has now reached Luhansk 

Oblast—on September 6.  

Russian forces have failed to hold the banks 

of the Oskil and Siverskyi Donets rivers and 

leverage them as natural boundaries to 

prevent Ukrainian forces from projecting 

into vulnerable sections of Russian-

occupied northeast Ukraine.  

The terrain in western Luhansk is suitable 

for the kind of rapid maneuver warfare that 

Ukrainian forces used effectively in eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast in early September, and 

there are no indications from open sources 

that the Russian military has substantially 

reinforced western Luhansk Oblast.  

Ukraine’s ongoing northern and southern counteroffensives are likely forcing the Kremlin to prioritize the defense of 

one area of operations at the expense of another, potentially increasing the likelihood of Ukrainian success in both.  

Russian forces conducted the first strike on Kyiv Oblast since June with a Shahed-136 drone. 

Kadyrov, head of the Chechen Republic, , announced that Putin awarded him the rank of Colonel-General. 

Increasing domestic critiques of Russia’s “partial mobilization” are likely driving Putin to scapegoat the 

Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and specifically Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu. 

Ukrainian troops consolidated positions and regrouped in northern Kherson Oblast after making major gains 

over in the last 48 hours. 

Russian sources reported Ukrainian offensive preparations northwest, west, and northeast of Kherson City. 
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Russian forces continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast today. 

Russian milbloggers continued to criticize the implementation of the Russian “partial mobilization” on October 5. 

Russian citizens who are poor and ethnic minority Russian communities continue to bear a disproportionate 

burden in mobilization rates and casualty rates according to investigative reports, suggesting that Russian authorities 

may be deliberately placing poor and minority Russian citizens in more dangerous positions than well-off or ethnic 

Russians. 

Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian 

efforts to liberate Russian-occupied 

territories) - Eastern Ukraine: (Oskil  River-

Kreminna Line) - Ukrainian forces made gains 

in northwestern Luhansk Oblast near Svatove 

earlier today.  

Social media imagery shows Ukrainian troops 

in Hrekivka and Makiivka, two settlements in 

Luhansk Oblast 20km southwest of Svatove. 

Russian sources continued to discuss 

Ukrainian attacks along the R66 (Svatove 

Kreminna) highway with concern and stated 

that Russian troops, reportedly including 

elements of the 3rd Motorized Rifle Division, 

are preparing defenses in Svatove, Kreminna, 

and along the R66.  

They are likely focusing on the defense of the 

Svatove-Kreminna frontline because of 

increasing concern that Ukrainian 

penetration of this line will allow Ukrainian 

troops to threaten Starobilsk, a key Russian 

logistics hub about 50km east of Svatove, 

through which run many ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) that are essential to 

Russian operations in Luhansk Oblast. Access 

to the R66 will likely also allow Ukrainian 

troops to push south from Svatove to 

Kreminna, Rubizhne, Severodonetsk, and 

Lysychansk, which would likely have 

substantial informational effects considering 

the protracted and costly Russian campaign to capture Severodonetsk in June. 

Ukrainian troops also continued advances in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast near the Kupyansk area today.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced in the direction of Orlianka (8km east of Petropavlivka) 

through a “grey zone” between Petropavlivka and Vilshana. The milblogger claimed that Ukrainian troops are 

reinforcing the Kupyansk area to prepare for further eastward advances. 
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Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - 

Ukrainian forces consolidated positions in 

northern Kherson Oblast and regrouped 

earlier today as Russian troops attempted to 

recover from recent Ukrainian advances. 

Ukraine’s Southern  Operational Command 

confirmed yesterday its troops liberated 

Lyubimivka, Khreshchenivka, Zolta Balka, 

Bilyaivka, Ukrainka, Velyka Oleksandrivka, 

Mala Oleksandrivka and Davydiv Brid as ISW 

assessed on October 4.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) noted that 

recent Ukrainian success are forcing Russian 

troops to evacuate the wounded to crossings 

on the Dnipro River and that Russian forces 

moved over 150 wounded servicemen to 

Vesele, located across the Dnipro from Nova 

Kakhkovka.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

also claimed that Russian forces are 

destroying their own ammunition reserves 

during withdrawal, likely to prevent 

Ukrainian forces from capturing ammunition 

and equipment as they advance. Russian 

milbloggers previously criticized poorly 

conducted Russian withdrawals and routs in 

Kharkiv Oblast in early September that saw 

much Russian equipment and supplies 

abandoned and lost to Ukrainian forces.  

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian troops are preparing for offensive operations northwest of Kherson City on 

October 5. Several milbloggers reported that Ukrainian troops are building up their grouping around Posad Pokrovske 

(25km northwest of Kherson City), Oleksandrivka (35km west of Kherson City) and Ternovi Pody (25km northwest of 

Kherson City).[28] Several sources also reported fighting near Snihurivka (45km northeast of Kherson City).  

Social media users amplified claims that Russian troops have entirely withdrawn from Snihurivka, which were refuted 

by Mykolaiv Oblast Head Vitaly Kim, who noted that Russian army officers left the city but that Russian troops remain.  

Based on these conflicting reports, it is highly likely that remaining Russian commanders may be withdrawing from 

Snihurivka in anticipation of Ukrainian attacks but that the core Russian contingent remains within the city. Russian 

sources are evidently focused on Ukrainian activity northwest of Kherson City due to concerns that Ukrainian forces are 

setting conditions for advances directly towards Kherson City.  

Russian forces’ loss of Snihurivka would be a significant development given the city’s position on the western side of 

the Inhulets River (see leading article above). Russian forces’ loss of control over the Inhulets River would further 

isolate Kherson City from the east and increase the city’s vulnerability to a Ukrainian encirclement. 
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Ukrainian troops continued the interdiction campaign in Kherson Oblast earlier today to support ongoing ground 

offensives. They reiterated that Ukrainian strikes targeted Russian logistics, transportation, and command assets and 

concentration areas throughout Kherson Oblast.  

Geolocated footage shows the aftermath of a Ukrainian strike on a hotel in Kherson City that reportedly housed 

Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) officers. Social media users additionally reported Ukrainian strikes near the 

Kakhovka Hydroelectric Power Plant in Nova Kakhkovka, about 60km east of Kherson City. 

Comment – It is much more difficult to conduct battle when on the defensive and when retreating. Ukraine has gained 

the offensive impetus and now controls most war theaters.  

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast earlier today. UGS reported that its 

forces repelled Russian assaults southeast of Siversk near Vyimka (8km southeast of Siversk) and Spirne (13km 

southeast of Siversk); on and south of Bakhmut near Zaitseve (8km southeast of Bakhmut), Mayorsk (20km south of 

Bakhmut), and Kurdiumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut); and north of Bakhmut near Bakhmutske (10km northeast of 

Bakhmut).  

The Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic Denis Pushilin made continued claims that Ukrainian forces are retreating 

from positions in Bakhmut, although ISW cannot independently verify Russian claims of Ukrainian withdrawals.  

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground assaults south of Avdiivka near Novomykhailivka (36km 

southwest of Avdiivka). Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces pushed through Ukrainian defensive positions 

near Donetsk City and are attempting to advance on Pervomaiske and Vodiane.  

UGS also reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground attacks near Vuhledar, and that Russian forces 

continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in Donetsk Oblast on October 5. 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Russian forces continued to conduct artillery, air, and missile strikes west of 

Hulyaipole and in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts on October 5. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces 

struck infrastructure in Zaporizhzhia City with Iskander missiles. 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian military hangar at the 

Voznesensk Airfield in Mykolaiv Oblast. Ukrainian Mykolaiv Regional State Administration Head Vitaly Kim reported 

that Russian forces continued to target unspecified areas in Mykolaiv Oblast with Shahed-136 kamikaze drones.  

Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces continued to target port infrastructure in Ochakiv, Mykolaiv Oblast.  

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces conducted artillery and MLRS strikes against settlements on 

the northern bank of the Dnipro River in Nikopol, Marhanets, and Chervonohryhorivka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.  

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces destroyed a Russian S-300 system in Tokmak, Zaporizhia Oblast. The Russian MoD 

and occupation authorities claimed that Ukrainian forces shelled the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) and the 

Zaporizhzhia Thermal Power Plant, and occupation official Vladimir Rogov claimed that the shelling damaged a tower at 

the Zaporizhzhia Thermal Power Plant. 

Putin signs decree saying Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant now belongs to Russia - Russian President Vladimir 

Putin signed a decree saying that the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant now belongs to Russia. The Kremlin shared the 

decree on the Telegram messaging app. 

The Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant was captured by Russian forces in the early days of the war. The facility, Europe’s largest 

nuclear power plant, is located near the frontlines and has come under repeated fire. Both Russia and Ukraine have 

accused each other of shelling the facility. 



 

6 
 

Russian leaders likely concerned as Ukraine’s forces approach Luhansk borders, UK says - Russian leaders 

are highly likely to be concerned that leading Ukrainian units are now approaching the borders of Luhansk region which 

Russia claimed to have formally annexed last week, the British Ministry of Defense said Wednesday. 

In its latest intelligence update on Twitter, the ministry said Ukraine continues to make progress in offensive operations 

along both the northeastern and southern fronts. 

“In the north-east, in Kharkiv Oblast [or province], Ukraine has now consolidated a substantial area of territory east of 

the Oskil River,” it said, with its formations advancing up to 12 miles beyond the river “into Russia’s defensive zone 

towards the supply node of the town of Svatove.” 

Putin appears to admit severe Russian losses in Ukraine - Putin, has appeared to concede the severity of the 

Kremlin’s recent military reversals in Ukraine, insisting Russia would “stabilize” the situation in four Ukrainian regions it 

illegally claimed as its own territory last week. 

Russia has suffered significant losses in two of the four regions since Friday, when Putin signed treaties to incorporate 

them into Russia by force, with Russian officials saying their forces were “regrouping.” 

“We are working on the assumption that the situation in the new territories will stabilize,” Putin told Russian teachers 

during a televised video call. 

With Ukraine pushing its advance in the east and south, Russian troops have been retreating under pressure on both 

fronts, confronted by fast moving and agile Ukrainian forces supplied with advanced western-supplied artillery systems. 

Putin’s dueling foot soldiers are now apparently killing each other off  - Putin’s soldiers have apparently 

been turning their weapons on each other as the Russian leader’s “special military operation” continues to come apart 

at the seams in spectacular fashion. 

The Kremlin’s flailing bid to get an edge on the battlefield by deploying mercenaries from the Wagner Group—which 

now includes hundreds of prison inmates—has reportedly backfired as the private military force butts heads with the 

Russian military. 

The growing conflict resulted in a Wagner fighter gunning down a lieutenant colonel in the Russian army—a deadly 

episode of “friendly fire” that the Kremlin is said to be trying to sweep under the rug, according to the human rights 

group Gulagu.net. 

“They are trying to hush up the incident and prevent publicity. And this is not the first emergency of its kind,” the group 

quoted a source as telling the Gulagu.net hotline. 

The incident was also reported by two other Russian Telegram channels, though no details were provided on when or 

where the shooting is said to have taken place. 

The shooting is not the only recent instance of infighting between Russian troops. 

Earlier this week, a mass brawl broke out between newly drafted Russian troops and contract soldiers at a military base 

outside Moscow, Baza reported. Nearly two dozen contract soldiers are said to have taken a beating from the draftees 

and were rescued after locking themselves in a separate room, phoning police for help. The fight reportedly erupted 

after some of the contract soldiers demanded the newly arrived draftees hand over their mobile phones and gear. 

Russia’s defense ministry concedes it’s under pressure from Ukraine’s advances - Russia’s Ministry of 

Defense said it continues to hold positions in the regions of Kherson in southern Ukraine despite advances from 

Ukrainian forces. 
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The MOD acknowledged that its units have been able to maintain their positions toward the south of the country 

despite “repelling superior enemy forces’ attacks.”  

In its latest update on Telegram, Russia’s MOD said its forces had conducted attacks on Ukrainian units in Kharkiv, 

Donetsk (in the east) and Zaporizhzhia and Kherson in the south, claiming to have killed several hundred Ukrainian 

troops and destroyed a variety of weaponry in its various attacks. 

Nonetheless, it acknowledged that in the Kherson region, where Ukraine has reported a number of significant advances 

in recent days, it was under pressure with Russian units maintaining their positions in the Andriivka-Kyrvyi-Rih direction 

(in the south) despite attacks from “superior” Ukrainian forces. It’s unclear whether the ministry was referring to the 

quality or size of the Ukrainian units it described. 

It is highly likely that Ukraine can now strike the key Svatove-Kremina road with most of its artillery systems, the 

ministry added, “further straining Russia’s ability to resupply its units in the east.” 

Ukrainian forces prepare for potential attack by Belarus - The Ukrainian Army, National Guard, and State 

Border Guard Service have been conducting joint exercises near the border with Belarus. These exercises have been 

going on since Ukrainian forces liberated the Chernihiv region from Russian troops. The Ukrainian military 

demonstrated for journalists how its forces would handle an invasion by Ukraine's northern neighbor. 

The liberation of Luhansk region has begun, top Ukrainian official says - Ukraine’s forces are making gains in 

the Luhansk region in the east of the country, according to a prominent Ukrainian official. If verified, the advances will 

mark further progress for Ukraine as it fights to reclaim territory that Russia claims to have annexed. 

“Well, now it’s official. The de-occupation of Luhansk region has begun,” Luhansk Regional Military Administration 

Head Serhiy Haidai said on Telegram Wednesday in comments translated by news agency Ukrinform. 

″Several settlements have already been liberated from the Russian army, and there the Armed Forces of Ukraine are 

already raising the Ukrainian flag there,” Haidai said without specifying where. 

Four Russian fighter jets are intercepted 

after flying into Polish air space - Four 

Russian fighter jets were intercepted and 

forced to return to base after they infringed on 

Polish air space, according to Italy's air force. 

Aeronautica Militare announced that the 

squadron took off from the Russian exclave of 

Kaliningrad, sandwiched between Poland and 

Lithuania, and flew an aggressive path which 

took them through Polish skies - though the 

post did not specify when the infringement 

occurred. 

The offending jets then continued over the 

Baltic Sea before heading towards Sweden.  

Italy quickly scrambled four Eurofighter 

Typhoon jets in response which took off from 

Poland's Malbork air base and intercepted the 

Russian aircraft, 'forcing' them to return back 
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to Kaliningrad.  

The air force said the Russian jets also infringed on Swedish air space, but this claim was denied by the Swedish Armed 

Forces' press service which said Putin's aircraft were merely over international waters. 

Rome's planes were stationed in Poland as part of NATO air policing mission this summer. 

Thousands of Russian soldiers calling ‘I Want To Live’ surrender hotline - A newly launched Ukrainian hotline 

offering Russian soldiers a chance to surrender — and stay alive — has been fielding thousands of calls from desperate 

draftees, according to Ukrainian officials. 

Andriy Yusov, a representative of Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense, said in a recent 

interview with Voice of America that thousands of enemy troops have reached out to the “I Want to Live” program via 

phone or online chat to give up their arms. 

Yusov said the hotline has been receiving offers of surrender at a rate of hundreds a day from soldiers already fighting 

in Ukraine — including those recently mobilized as part of Vladimir Putin’s partial draft — but also from those who 

hadn’t even yet been called up but expect to be in the near future. 

“They are interested in how to safely surrender in Ukraine,” Yusov said. 

It’s been reported the hotline so far has received more than 2,000 appeals from Russian soldiers and their families. 

Russia faces its worst military battlefield defeat in 80 years after troops were surrounded in major 

logistics hub in eastern Ukraine - Russia was this weekend facing its worst military battlefield defeat in 80 years, as 

chilling details emerged of fresh Russian atrocities against Ukrainian civilians. 

Triumphant Ukrainian soldiers yesterday raised their country’s flag at the entrance to the strategically vital town of 

Lyman, just days after Vladimir Putin brazenly annexed four occupied Ukrainian regions. 

Some of Putin’s troops are believed to be trapped in Lyman, a major logistics hub, after they were encircled by 

Ukraine’s lightning advance. They face having to surrender or fight their way out in a move that would probably see 

them suffer huge losses. 

Russia’s retreat from Lyman has sparked vociferous criticism of the handling of the war on Russian state 

television. Vladimir Solovyov, host of a primetime talk show on state TV channel Russia 1 and one of the Kremlin’s 

biggest cheerleaders, said on air on Sunday: “We need to pull it together, make unpopular, but necessary decisions and 

act.” 

Russia 'regrouping' after Ukraine advances on two fronts - A Russian-installed official in the Ukrainian city of 

Kherson says Russian forces who have conceded swaths of territory are "regrouping." Kyiv claims gains in three of the 

four regions Moscow says it has now annexed. 

How much territory has Ukraine retaken? 

The Operational Command of the Ukrainian Armed Forces said on Wednesday that it had extended the area it 

controlled on some parts of the front line "between 10 to 20 kilometers" (6.2 to 12.4 miles). 

In its daily report, the UAF said Russian forces were destroying ammunition and reserves and trying to destroy bridges 

and crossings to slow the Ukrainian advance. 
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It said the withdrawing Russian forces in Kherson were planting mines on "infrastructure facilities" and in homes. The 

report said that, in the last 24 hours, Russia had lost 31 troops and more than 40 pieces of equipment, including eight 

tanks, 26 armored vehicles, and a large caliber howitzer. 

The Russian state-owned news agency RIA quoted Russian-installed Kherson official Kirill Stremousov as saying that 

Russian forces there were "conducting a regrouping in order to gather their strength and deliver a retaliatory blow." 

Attempts to play down retreats in Ukraine no longer wash inside Russia - After Russia’s chaotic retreats in 

Kherson – less than a week after Putin illegally annexed the Ukrainian province alongside three others – the region’s 

Moscow-appointed governor, Kirill Stremousov, sought to calm the mood. 

Far from a rout, the withdrawal was a tactical “regrouping” to “deliver a retaliatory blow,” Stremousov said on 

Wednesday. 

His comments – among the first public admissions of Russia’s retreats in Kherson – attempted to mask what even many 

vocal supporters of the war now say: the situation is the direst the Russian army has found itself in since the start of the 

invasion seven months ago. 

“Friends, I know you’re waiting for me to comment on the situation. But I really don’t know what to say to you. The 

retreat … is catastrophic,” Roman Saponkov, a prominent war correspondent, wrote on his Telegram channel, 

describing his despair over the pullback in Kherson. 

When asked by journalists on Wednesday whether there was a contradiction between Russia’s annexation rhetoric and 

the reality on the ground, Kremlin spokesperson Peskov said there was none whatsoever. The territories “will be with 

Russia forever and they will be returned,” he added. 

No such confidence could be felt, however, among the pro-war military bloggers and journalists, an increasingly vocal 

group with frontline contacts and millions of readers that have taken to criticizing the Kremlin for its failure to achieve 

its goals. 

They paint a bleak picture of deteriorating Russian morale, blaming a lack of rotation and army exhaustion for the 

failings in southern Ukraine. 

“I get criticized for driving people into depression with my news … well, the time is such, there will be no good news 

from the near future,” wrote Aleksandr Kots, a pro-Kremlin journalist who travels with the Russian army, on Tuesday. 

“We do not have enough people … fatigue has set in … there is no longer any strength left to hold on to the territories 

won.” 

The Russian army has sought to play down Saturday’s retreat from Lyman as a minor military setback during which it 

had inflicted heavy casualties on Ukrainian troops in the fight for the city. 

But according to an investigation by BBC News Russia, one of Russia’s most elite military intelligence units suffered high 

casualties during that retreat. The 3rd Guards Spetsnaz Brigade has now lost up to three-quarters of its reconnaissance 

force since the start of the war, the BBC service, claimed. 

The latest military failures, seemingly too big to ignore, have also now spilled on to Russian television screens. 

“Why do we advance metre by metre when they advance village by village?” Olga Skabeyeva, the country’s top state-

TV host, angrily asked Andrei Marochko, a Russia-appointed official in Luhansk, in a recent broadcast. 

The Kremlin will hope the first mobilisation drive announced last month will soon be able to stem the losses. 
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Comment – Our Updates have for months made mention that once the enormity of Russian losses become known to 

Russian mothers and families, Putin and the Kremlin could expect significantly increased outbreaks of resistance. 

With his mobilization he has now, as we said previously, let the proverbial cat out of the bag. 

Russia is at risk of losing control of the strategic towns critical to retaining the city of Kherson and eventually 

Crimea, western officials have judged, but they warned the fighting along the Dnipro river “will not be an easy rush into 

constrained territory.” 

Russian annexation 

Russia’s ‘annexation’ of parts of Ukraine: - We’re learning more about the plans Russia has for four regions it 

illegally annexed from Ukraine last week. 

Putin today signed laws formally annexing the four Ukrainian regions that are only partially controlled by the country’s 

occupying forces. The “annexations” come after sham referendums were held in the regions of Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, 

Luhansk and Donetsk. 

Russian news agencies have been reporting more detail about what the annexations mean for the regions themselves. 

Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve heard: 

• The borders of the Luhansk and Donetsk “people’s republics” and those of the Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 

regions will be defined by the borders of territories which “existed on the day of their establishment and 

accession to Russia,” news agency Tass reports. 

• The new regions will be integrated during a transitional period due to last until 2026. 

• The Ukrainian hryvnia will be allowed for cash and non-cash payments until 2023. Then, the Russian ruble will 

be the sole currency there. 

• The armed forces of the new regions (present in the Donetsk and the Luhansk “people’s republics”) are to 

become part of Russia’s armed forces. 

• Until the heads of the new regions are elected according to Russian law, they will be governed by acting heads, 

who will be appointed by Putin. 

• Regional parliamentary elections will be held in Sept. 2023. 

Needless to say, the annexations are not recognized by Ukraine and its allies and Kyiv has said it will fight until it has 

reclaimed all its lost land. 

Whether Russia will be able to hold on to the “annexed” regions is very much in doubt with Ukraine’s forces making 

advances in the south, around Kherson, and in the east in Donetsk and the northeastern region of Kharkiv. 

Russian mobilization 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian milbloggers continued to criticize implementation of the 

Russian “partial mobilization” on October 5. One milblogger criticized the MoD’s “blatant negligence” regarding 

mobilized personnel across the country, including in Omsk, Novosibirsk, and Voronezh oblasts and in Khabarovsk Krai.  

The milblogger reported that three mobilized personnel in the Yelanksy, Sverdlovsk Oblast garrison have already died, 

implying that poor living conditions and general lawlessness among mobilized personnel killed them. Social media users 

circulated videos of Russian personnel in an unspecified location claiming that they are living on the streets in the cold 

without a commander, tents, or food.  
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One milblogger reported that mobilized personnel in Omsk Oblast are trained in terrible conditions at overcrowded 

training grounds and are quartered in hangars without electricity or heat despite below-freezing temperatures.  

Another shared a statement from a mobilized Moscow man who said that more than half of his unit has the 

coronavirus or another respiratory disease and that they went to southern Russia, spent several days there, and then 

were shipped back north. The Russian MoD attempted to defend itself from these accusations and stated on October 5 

that mobilized personnel from Amur Oblast began their training with “experienced instructors...who have experience in 

participating in modern armed conflicts.” 

Russian forces reportedly continued to rush newly-mobilized men to the frontlines on yesterday and today. Ukraine’s 

Center for Strategic Communications reported on October 4 that a mobilized Russian man from Orsk joined the 15th 

Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade to fight near Olhivka, possibly the village near Beryslav in Kherson, within five days of 

receiving his mobilization notice.  

The soldier reportedly surrendered to Ukrainian forces using Ukraine’s “I Want to Live” hotline (see article above). The 

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) People’s Militia posted footage of mobilized Russian personnel training in an 

unspecified part of Russian-occupied Kherson Oblast on October 5 but did not clarify whether the mobilized personnel 

are originally from Kherson Oblast, other Russian-occupied Ukrainian territories like the DNR, or Russia itself. 

Russian citizens who are poor and ethnic minority Russian communities continue to bear a disproportionate burden in 

mobilization rates and casualty rates according to investigative reports, suggesting that Russian authorities may be 

deliberately placing poor and minority Russian citizens in more dangerous positions than well-off or ethnic Russians.  

The Georgia-based Conflict Intelligence Team (CIT) and Russian language outlet Important Stories released a study of 

mobilization numbers and mortality rate increases by Russian region on October 5, citing local officials and public 

media. They calculated that Russian authorities have mobilized at least 213,000 men across 53 regions but were unable 

to find data for an additional 32 regions, suggesting that many more men have already been mobilized in the two 

weeks since September 21, when Russian President Vladimir Putin announced his “partial mobilization.”  

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu claimed on October 4 that 200,000 men have already been mobilized. CIT noted that 

the regions that are reporting disproportionate shares of mobilization are consistently the poorest and most majority-

minority parts of Russia. Moscow and St Petersburg showed the lowest mortality rate increases since the war began, 

with a 0% and 3% increase respectively, whereas the Republic of Dagestan had the highest reported increase in the 

male mortality rate: 105%. CIT analysts suggested that the Kremlin is targeting regions that are less likely to protest 

disproportionate mobilization rates to generate additional manpower without increasing domestic instability. 

Sanctions 

U.S. has made its views on energy supply clear, Blinken says after OPEC+ oil cuts - U.S. Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken said Washington has made clear to oil producing countries the need for energy supply to meet demand 

after OPEC+ agreed to its deepest cuts to oil production in years. 

The United States had been pushing for the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its allies, known as 

OPEC+, not to cut output as it tries to keep energy prices down amid the disruption of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

“What we’ve been clear about is the need for energy supply to meet demand ... When it comes to OPEC, we’ve made 

clear our views to OPEC members,” Blinken said at a press conference during a visit to Chile, where he was asked about 

the cut agreed to in Vienna earlier Wednesday. 

Washington has been working to increase energy supply and stabilize prices, raising U.S. production by more than 

500,000 barrels per day and tapping strategic petroleum reserves, he said. 
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EU approves eighth round of sanctions against Russia - The European Union has given its final approval to a 

new round of sanctions on Russia over its war against Ukraine, the bloc's executive arm said on October 5. 

The EU’s eighth sanctions package is meant to deprive Moscow of billions of euros in revenues from the sale of 

products that the EU says generate significant revenues for Russia. 

The sanctions package “extends the list of restricted items which might contribute to the Russian Federation’s military 

and technological enhancement or to the development of its defense and security sector,” the new EU sanctions 

regulation said. 

The new sanctions extend a ban on imports from Russia of steel and steel products, imports of wood pulp and paper, 

imports of machinery and appliances not yet covered by existing sanctions, and imports of intermediate chemicals, 

plastics, and cigarettes. 

The sanctions also ban the export of EU goods used in aviation, such as tires and brakes, and extend a ban on the 

export of electric components, including certain semiconductors and less sophisticated components than those already 

banned. 

In addition, the sanctions ban the export of certain chemical substances, nerve agents, and goods that have “no 

practical use other than for capital punishment, torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment.” 

The sanctions also target more individuals at the Russian Defense Ministry, people involved in Moscow's referendum 

votes in occupied parts of four regions of Ukraine, and those participating in evading sanctions. 

NATO 

Zelenskyy speaks with NATO chief on joining the military alliance - Ukrainian President Zelenskyy said he 

spoke with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg about Kyiv’s admittance into the NATO alliance. 

“I’m in constant contact with our strategic partners. Had a phone call with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. 

Coordinated further steps on the path of Euro-Atlantic integration of Ukraine,” Zelenskyy wrote on Twitter. 

Last week, Zelenskyy submitted an “accelerated” application for his country to join the 30-member defensive alliance. 

GeoPolitics 

Putin sees Pakistan as Russia’s priority partner in southeast Asia - On September 15, Putin, during a meeting 

with Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Uzbekistan, 

declared Pakistan as one of Moscow’s primary partners in Southeast Asia. As the Russian leader put it, “I would like to 

note that we see Pakistan as a priority partner in Southeast Asia as well as the continent as a whole. Relations between 

our countries are developing absolutely positively, and we are pleased about that” (Kremlin.ru, September 15). 

Formerly Cold War rivals, Russia and Pakistan share a troubled history. During the Cold War, Pakistan was the front-line 

ally of the United States in its war against the defunct Soviet Union. Having leverage over the Afghan Mujahideen—the 

Taliban’s predecessor—Islamabad played a crucial role in the exit of Russians from Afghanistan.  

It was only in 2011 that Islamabad extended a friendly hand to Moscow, after US-Pakistani relations seriously 

deteriorated following the killing of al Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden by US special forces inside Pakistan. Ties between 

Moscow and Islamabad have gradually improved over the past decade. In 2016, for the first time, both counties held 

joint exercises in Pakistan (Express Tribune, April 11). 
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Putin and the prince: fears in west as Russia and Saudi Arabia deepen ties - They both started wars in 

neighboring countries, hold significant sway over energy markets, are known to brook no dissent and to covet spots in 

history. Russia’s embattled president, Vladimir Putin, and Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler, Mohammed bin Salman, seem 

to have a lot in common. 

Nearly eight months into Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, relations between Riyadh and Moscow are at a high point. As 

much of Europe, the US and the UK double down on attempts to combat an ever more menacing Russian leader, Prince 

Mohammed has instead chosen to deepen ties. 

An OPEC+ meeting in Vienna on Wednesday is the latest landmark in a growing relationship that is increasingly defying 

the demands of Riyadh’s allies and appearing to give Putin comfort at a critical juncture in the war. Both countries are 

likely to seek to raise oil prices by cutting global supply by 1-2m barrels a day. 

Such a move would follow widespread disruption to gas supplies to Europe caused by the war and predictions of a 

worsening energy security crisis as the northern winter approaches. It would also alienate Washington, an ally that has 

tried to recruit Riyadh to the cause of decreasing supply pressures by opening valves to its enormous reservoirs. 

Instead, the US finds itself staring down a partner in the Middle East whom it had visited during the summer as the 

extent of the supply crisis became apparent. America walked away empty-handed and, as a result, faces the 

uncomfortable prospect of taking high bowser prices to midterm elections. Perhaps more importantly for the US 

president, a rise in oil prices could be seen as helping fund Putin’s war effort. 

“Previous Saudi administrations would have been much more sensitive to the US’s feelings and to messaging, even 

though they would likely do the same thing,” said Robin Mills, the chief executive of Qamar Energy. “Saudi has pretty 

much always done what it wanted in oil regardless of favors to the US, but it usually sugar-coated it. Not this time.” 

Another sign of a deepening bond between Moscow and Riyadh emerged last month when, in a rare moment of global 

diplomacy, Saudi diplomats secured the release of international prisoners, including five Britons, captured during 

fighting inside Ukraine. The optics were stark and appeared sanctioned by Putin to give Riyadh a moment on a world 

stage; here were Saudi diplomats a long way from home brokering a deal that had nothing obvious to do with the 

Middle East. 

“This was a gift from Putin to MBS,” said a British official familiar with the political dynamics. “Putin wanted it to 

happen, and he wanted it to seem as though the Saudis had achieved this through diplomacy.” 

Saudi officials have not condemned Putin’s invasion, and nor has Moscow weighed into Saudi Arabia’s invasion of 

Yemen over the past five years – a war that has left its neighbour impoverished and in ongoing need of significant aid. 

Kazakhstan summons Russian ambassador over demand to expel Ukrainian ambassador - Kazakh 

authorities have rejected a demand by Russia's Foreign Ministry to expel Ukraine's ambassador to Kazakhstan, Petro 

Vrublevskiy, over his comments in August about killing Russians. 

Kazakh Foreign Ministry spokesman Aibek Smadiyarov said earlier today that the tone of Moscow's request to expel the 

Ukrainian ambassador, made the day before, was "dissonant to the character of the allied mutual ties between 

Kazakhstan and Russia as equal strategic partners." 

Smadyarov also said that Russian Ambassador to Kazakhstan Aleksei Borodavkin was summoned to the Foreign 

Ministry later in the day over the situation. 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said on October 4 that Moscow was "outraged" by the fact 

that Vrublevskiy remained in Kazakhstan, adding that Kazakh Ambassador to Russia Ermek Kosherbaev had been 

summoned over the issue. 
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Smadyarov said that Astana and Kyiv had a "full understanding" of the situation and that a decision on the diplomat 

leaving Kazakhstan would be made solely by Kyiv. 

Peace talks 

Talks “impossible” - Zelenskiy on Tuesday signed a decree formally declaring the prospect of any Ukrainian talks with 

Vladimir Putin “impossible.” The decree formalized comments made by Zelenskiy on Friday after the Russian president 

proclaimed the four occupied regions of Ukraine were to become part of Russia. 

The British Prime Minister Liz Truss has said that Ukraine “will win” and that no peace deal should give away 

Ukrainian territory. She said “The Ukrainian people aren’t just fighting for their security but for all of our security. This is 

a fight for freedom and democracy around the world. We should not give in to those who want a deal which trades 

away Ukrainian land. They are proposing to pay in Ukrainian lives for the illusion of peace. We will stand with our 

Ukrainian friends, however long it takes. Ukraine can win. Ukraine must win. And Ukraine will win.” 

Humanitarian 

The UN has outlined the “unspeakable suffering and devastation” inflicted on Ukrainians. Christian Salazar 

Volkmann, presenting a report on rights in Ukraine to the UN human rights council in Geneva, said “disturbing 

accounts” were emerging of violations in detention, of both civilians and prisoners of war, while enforced 

disappearances and arbitrary detention had become “widespread” in territory controlled by Russia and its proxies. 

There were two documented cases of Ukrainian servicemen having been tortured to death, he said. 

About 2,000 videos, photographs and audio files of alleged war crimes have been submitted to the UN mandated 

international commission of inquiry (UN COI) on Ukraine. The footage was captured through an app designed to create 

verifiable evidence. 

Containment 

Warning from Russian ambassador - Anatoly Antonov, Russia’s ambassador to the United States, says 

Washington’s decision to send more military aid to Ukraine poses a threat to Moscow’s interests and increases the risk 

of a military clash between Russia and the west.  


