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Conflict Update # 152 

August 15th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 43,750 soldiers killed and 

131,250 injured, 233 aircraft, 195 

helicopters, 1,876 tanks, 4,141 APVs, 985 

artillery systems, 136 anti-aircraft systems, 

261 MLRS, 76 fuel bowsers, 787 UAVs, 15 

boats and 3.044 vehicles lost.   

Russian Army Suffered 'Complete 

Failure', 'Chaotically Retreated' After 

Successful Ukraine Counteroffensive - 

Ukraine today successfully launched a 

counteroffensive in several regions of the 

country, forcing members of the Russian 

army to retreat from their positions. 

Russian soldiers advancing in the directions 

of Ivano-Daryivka, Vyimka and Vesele in the 

Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia regions were 

forced to pull back after a counteroffensive 

from the Ukrainian army. 

"The occupiers tried to advance in the 

directions of Ivano-Daryivka, Vyimka, and 

Vesele with offensive and assault actions. 

They suffered a complete failure and 

chaotically retreated to the previously 

occupied positions," a report from the 

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine 

(UAF) read. 

Russian soldiers who attempted to break 

through the defense of Ukrainian troops in the direction of Kozacha Lopan in Kharkiv Oblast were also met with a fierce 

defense, forcing them to retreat. 

Those who attempted to storm in the direction of Vershyna settlement were met with airstrikes from the Ukrainian army. 

The Russian military unit withdrew from the position after suffering losses. 

The Russian military also suffered massive losses in the direction of Slavne, Novomykhailivka, Solodke, Volodymyrivka 

and Pavlika. The UAF General Staff did not indicate how many Russian military personnel were killed Monday. However, 

it is believed that Moscow has lost a total of 43,750 military personnel killed since the war began in February, according 

to estimates from the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine. 
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The UAF General Staff's report comes as the Ukrainian army focuses its efforts on launching a counteroffensive in the 

country's southern regions in hopes of reclaiming the temporarily occupied Kherson region. As of yesterday, the 

Ukrainian army claimed they have made two key bridges in the region impassable, effectively disrupting Russian supply 

lines. 

"The destruction of the road bridge of the Nova Kakhovka dam was ensured, with the result that it was taken out of 

operation," the Ukrainian army's Operational Command South posted on Facebook, as translated by BBC. 

Bodies of Russian mercenaries litter battlefield after encounter with Ukraine army - Russian mercenaries 

may have been among the Russian forces Ukrainian soldiers encountered in the occupied Ukraine region of Donetsk. 

In the aftermath of fighting near the Ukrainian city of Bakhmut, Ukrainian troops discovered the bodies of soldiers who 

appeared to be members of the Wagner Group, a mercenary paramilitary organization allegedly founded by Russian 

special forces officer Dmitry Utkin, U.S. government-funded news outlet Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) 

reported. 

While the dead had the same uniforms and rifles as regular Russian soldiers, their uniforms allegedly bore "green 

armbands with Arab signs" as well as Grim Reaper patches with the slogan, "I don't believe in anything. I'm here for 

violence," which are calling cards for the Wagner Group, according to Ukrainian soldiers. 

"We came to the battlefield and saw their patches with the Grim Reaper. It was clear it was a [Wagner] unit," one soldier 

told RFE/RL in an interview. 

"They are known to have a slogan: 'I don't believe in anything. I'm here for violence.' Regular [Russian] troops don't wear 

patches like that," another Ukrainian soldier told the outlet. 

Russian soldiers flee for their lives after Ukrainian army free Donetsk settlement with Autel drones - 

Russian forces fled for safety after being attacked by Ukrainian Armed Forces with Autel drones in the settlement in 

Donetsk in Ukraine. 

As the result of the attack: the settlement was liberated, the Russian soldiers were destroyed, there were zero losses 

among the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

A reported video of LNR servicemen refusing to fight in Donetsk Oblast suggests further division among Russian-

led forces. 

Russian forces attempted several limited ground assaults northwest of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces conducted multiple offensive operations east and southeast of Siversk and northeast and southeast 

of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued conducting offensive operations northwest, west, and southwest of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground assault north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued to trade accusations of shelling the Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant. 

St. Petersburg authorities officially denied summoning local men to military recruitment and enlistment centers 

for discussions of contract service. 

Russian occupation authorities continued preparations for the integration of occupied territories of Ukraine into 

Russia. 
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Subordinate main effort—

Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, 

Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

attempted limited ground attacks 

northwest of Slovyansk on August 15. 

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian forces withdrew 

following unsuccessful assaults in the 

Mazanivka direction (24km northwest 

of Slovyansk) and the Dolyna direction 

(20km northwest of Slovyansk). Russian 

forces also failed in their attempts to 

dislodge Ukrainian forces with 

concentrated artillery fire in 

Krasnopillya and Mazanivka (both about 

24km northwest of Slovyansk), 

Hrushuvakha (30km west of Izyum), and 

Asiivka (45km northwest of Izyum). 

Russian artillery also continued routine 

shelling and strikes on Slovyansk, 

northwest of Izyum, and along the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border, 

including near Zalyman, Bohorodychne, 

Brazhkivka, and Virnopillya. 

Russian forces conducted multiple 

offensive operations east and southeast 

of Siversk on August 15. UGS reported 

that Russian attempts to advance 

toward settlements east and southeast 

of Siversk were all unsuccessful. 

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan 

Kadyrov claimed that Chechen 

“Akhmat” special forces (SPETSNAZ) 

gained unspecified strategically 

important grounds around Siversk, 

confirming that Chechen units are still operating on the Siversk-Lysychansk axis. Russian aviation operated near Spirne 

and Pryshyb. Russian media additionally shared footage of Russians using loitering munitions to strike Ukrainian positions 

near Siversk. Russian forces continued routine shelling of the Siversk area on August 15. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast and southeast of Bakhmut on August 15 and made limited territorial 

gains. UGS reported that Russian forces withdrew to their original positions after conducting unsuccessful offensives in 

the directions of Soledar (10km northeast of Bakhmut), Kodema (20km southeast of Bakhmut), and Vershyna (15km 

southeast of Bakhmut).  

Geolocated footage showed that unspecified Russian Cossack units advanced to the Knauf Gips Donbas gypsum factory 

southeast of Soledar, and the Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Ambassador to Russia Rodion Miroshnik claimed that 
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Russian forces are “clearing out” Soledar. Proxy officials have claimed control over the Knauf factory since August 5, and 

it is likely that they are exaggerating the extent of Russian advances in Soledar. UGS also stated that Russian forces 

intensified reconnaissance in the Bakhmut direction and conducted airstrikes near Soledar and Yakolivka (16km northeast 

of Bakhmut). Russian forces also continued shelling settlements in the Bakhmut direction, including the city itself. 

Russian forces continued to conduct 

offensive operations around Avdiivka 

on August 15. UGS reported that 

Russian forces retreated after 

launching unsuccessful offensive 

operations to improve tactical 

positions around Pisky, Pervomaiske, 

Nevelske, and Staromykhailivka, all 

situated southwest of Avdiivka. 

Russian Telegram channels claimed 

that the Donetsk People’s Republic 

(DNR) 100th Brigade pushed Ukrainian 

forces towards Pervomaiske using 

infantry assault groups and MLRS 

support, but geolocated footage 

shows that both Ukrainian and Russian 

forces are engaged in heavy artillery 

combat around Avdiivka. 

Russian forces launched ground 

assaults in an effort to break Ukrainian 

defenses southwest of Donetsk City on 

August 15. UGS reported that Russian 

forces unsuccessfully launched 

assaults in the directions of 

Novomykhaylivka, Volodymyrivka, 

Pavlivka, and Vodyane, all situated 

southwest of Donetsk City and near 

the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border. 

DNR Deputy Information Minister 

Daniil Bezsonov claimed that Russian 

forces have broken Ukrainian defenses 

around Vuhledar (about 50km 

southwest of Donetsk City) but did not 

provide concrete details of the 

advance. Russian forces likely 

intensified their attacks in the area in 

an effort to gain control over the 

T0524 highway to Donetsk City. The 

DNR claimed that the DNR 107th 

Battalion is advancing in Mariinka, approximately 22km west of Donetsk City. Russian forces continued to target 

Ukrainian-held territories west of Donetsk City using airstrikes and tank, tube, and rocket artillery. 
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Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces conducted limited offensive operations along the Kharkiv City 

axis on August 15. UGS reported that Russian forces from Kozacha Lopan again unsuccessfully attempted to break 

Ukrainian lines of defense near Udy. Russian sources have claimed control of Udy since August 13 but have yet to produce 

evidence of any reported gains. Russian forces also targeted settlements approximately 40 km north, east, and southeast 

from Kharkiv City with airstrikes. Russian forces continued to target Kharkiv City and surrounding settlements with 

unspecified missiles and tube, tank, and rocket artillery. 

Supporting effort #2—Southern axis - Russian and Ukrainian forces again exchanged accusations of shelling the 

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) in Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast on August 15. Russian sources claimed that 

Ukrainian forces fired Western-provided M777 rounds at Enerhodar but provided no evidence for these claims.  

Russian sources also rejected the 

August 14 international call for 

Russian forces to leave the territory 

of the Zaporizhzhia NPP and doubled 

down on accusing Ukrainian forces of 

shelling the NPP and Western states 

of overinvolvement and misplaced 

blame. Russian forces shelled 

Nikopol and Marhanets (across the 

Dnipro River from Enerhodar) with 

MLRS systems. 

Russian forces did not conduct any 

reported ground assaults on the 

Southern Axis on August 15 but 

continued shelling across the entire 

southern front line. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command 

reported that Russian forces on the 

Southern Axis have not changed their 

troop composition or position as of 

August 15. Kherson Oblast Military 

Administration Head Serhiy Khlan 

stated on August 15 that Ukrainian 

strikes on the bridges leading to 

upper Kherson Oblast have rendered 

the bridges inoperable to heavy 

equipment. UGS reported that 

Russian forces conducted airstrikes 

on Andriivka, Bilohirka, and Lozove 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over 

the Inhulets River in northwestern 

Kherson Oblast, and near Myrne and 

Blahodatne, northwest of Kherson 

City.  
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Russian forces also conducted airstrikes on Shcherbaky on the T0812 highway, and Charivne south of Tavriiske, Zaporizhia 

Oblast. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command also reported that Russian forces launched missiles from S-300 air 

defense systems on educational and civilian infrastructure in Mykolaiv City. Russian forces continued shelling along the 

line of contact. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian forces struck Russian ammunition depots in 

Blahodativka near the bridgehead at Lozove, and Novopetrivka in northern Kherson Oblast. Ukrainian sources reported 

that Ukrainian partisans blew up a rail bridge on the southwestern outskirts of Melitopol on August 13 that Russian forces 

frequently used to transport military equipment between the south and the east. 

Mobilization and force generation efforts - St. Petersburg officials denied sending local men letters summoning 

them to military recruitment and enlistment centers on August 15, after local media outlet Fontanka reported that men 

received calls and letters from military recruitment centers on August 13. The local officials claimed that unknown 

provocateurs distributed the fake letters asking men to immediately appear at the military recruitment center. Local 

officials also denied distributing any conscription notices. ISW reported on August 14 that a St. Petersburg military 

recruitment center confirmed to Fontanka that its staff distributed the letters and called men into the office to advertise 

contract service. 

These letters and calls are not conscription notices and do not indicate that Russia has instituted general conscription, as 

men who have responded to the summonses discussed prospects for contract service with military recruiters. Russian 

law also requires conscripts to receive written notice of conscription. Russian lawyers have previously warned that 

military recruitment centers illegally mimic conscription notices left at the mailbox or via spam calls to lure men to sign 

military contracts upon arrival to the center, but such deception is not a part of Russia’s biannual conscription drive. 

Russian Telegram channels previously featured reports of men receiving similar misleading summonses in Moscow, 

Rostov-on-Don, Tyumen, Perm, and Tolyatti cities the week of the Russian invasion of Ukraine on February 24. 

St. Petersburg officials’ denial of the distribution of summonses is a microcosm of the Kremlin’s fear of public pushback 

should Russia attempt to conduct a full-scale mobilization. Social media comments under the Fontanka article discounted 

the letters as another attempt to scare men into signing military contracts on their own terms (with high pay and benefits) 

rather than waiting until general mobilization.  

These commenters also expressed their knowledge of their rights and Russian conscription laws, which indicates that St. 

Petersburg residents are prepared to oppose illegal efforts at coercive mobilization. St. Petersburg is home to many 

conscription lawyers and human rights organizations, such as the Soldiers’ Mothers of St. Petersburg, which could explain 

the unsurprised reaction of local social media users. The distribution of the summonses also indicates that the Kremlin is 

continuing its pre-war attempts to mislead and coerce men who are unaware of their rights into signing military contracts 

to reinforce Russian war efforts in Ukraine. 

Russian occupation authorities continued covert mobilization efforts in Mariupol by offering residents non-military 

related jobs in occupied Donetsk Oblast territories. The Mariupol City Council reported that Russian occupation 

authorities are sending Mariupol residents text messages offering jobs in a “paramilitary mining rescue service” or as 

drivers before deploying the recruits to Donetsk City, Horlivka, and Makiivka.  

Advisor to the Mariupol Mayor Petro Andryushenko reposted an advertisement urging Mariupol men to seek 

employment with the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) police forces without any required prior experience. 

Andryushenko noted that the DNR is likely attempting to reinforce its troops rather than recruiting additional police 

forces. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian occupation authorities continued setting conditions for long-term 

Russian control of occupied territories in Ukraine. The UK Ministry of Defense reported on August 15 that Russian 
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occupation officials are likely in the “advanced planning stages” for a referendum to join Russia but that it is unclear if 

they have determined to proceed with a vote. Ukrainian Kherson Oblast Administration Advisor Serhiy Khlan reported 

on August 14 that Russian occupation authorities are planning a seminar for educators in occupied territories and Russian 

officials, including Russian Minister of Education Sergey Kravtsov, in Henichesk on August 26-27. The aim of this seminar 

is likely to coordinate education integration with Russia.  

Khlan also stated that Russian officials plan to launch the propaganda TV company “Tavria” on August 15, emphasizing 

that “Tavria” newspapers previously spread in Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast, presenting Ukrainian authorities as “fascists.” 

The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) reported that Kherson car owners received the first batch of Russian-model 

license plates and driver’s licenses on August 12. 

Russian authorities continued incentivizing Russian citizens to work in occupied territories in Ukraine. The Ukrainian 

Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on August 15 that the Russian government is offering Belgorod Oblast 

administration employees and employees of Russian state institutions double their salaries to work in the Donetsk and 

Luhansk Peoples’ Republics (DNR and LNR). GUR also stated that Belgorod Oblast leadership is responsible for supporting 

occupation efforts in Bilokurakyne and  Troitske, Luhansk Oblast, and that Belgorod Oblast teachers will start working in 

these areas in September. 

Russia 'abandons 20,000 troops' near Kherson: Soldiers cut off as commanders flee across river in the 

face of Ukrainian counter-attack, governor says - Russia has abandoned 20,000 troops near Kherson in the face 

of a Ukrainian counter-attack, the regional governor has claimed.  

Vitaly Kim said Russia is relocating command posts on the west bank of the Dnipro River to the east, leaving 'stupid orcs' 

- his term for Kremlin soldiers - behind.  

Ukraine has already blown up all three bridges under Russian control connecting the two banks, meaning its soldiers on 

the west side have no easy way of resupplying, reinforcing, or retreating as Kyiv's men continue their advance. 

Kim, the governor of Mykolaiv which sits on the west bank, said Monday that Russian commanders have now begun 

withdrawing - apparently fearing capture or 

death at the hands of the Ukrainians. 

Russia has begun moving command posts from 

the west bank of the Dnipro River (left) to the 

east (right, with mayor Vitaly Kim saying troops 

are being 'abandoned' by their leaders 

'I feel just a bit sorry - but not much - for the 

stupid orcs who had been abandoned on the 

right bank of the Dnipro,' he wrote on 

Telegram. 

'All of the commanders are moving to the other 

side.' 

Kherson was captured by Russian forces back 

in March, as Putin's troops stormed out of 

occupied Crimea and captured swathes of 

Ukraine's south. 
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It is a strategically important city as it spans the Dnipro River - which divides Ukraine in two - and sits close to the Black 

Sea coast, which connects Ukraine to valuable sea trading routes. 

The city also has huge symbolic value, because it is the only regional capital to have been captured by Putin's forces 

during the invasion. 

Ukraine announced plans for a counter-attack in the region last month, before blowing up two road bridges - the 

Antonovsky Bridge in Kherson and Nova Kakhovka hydroelectric dam bridge - using HIMARS rockets. 

Both have been struck several times, including again at the weekend, with British intelligence saying they are now likely 

impassable to most vehicles. 

'Even if Russia manages to make significant repairs to the bridges, they will remain a key vulnerability,' the Ministry of 

Defence said. 'Ground resupply for the several thousand troops on the west bank is almost certainly reliant on just two 

pontoon ferry crossing points. 

'With their supply chains constrained, the size of any stockpiles Russia has managed to establish on the west bank is likely 

to be a key factor in the force's endurance.' 

But American think-tank the Institute for the Study of War believes that Russia has already lost the ability to hold the 

area. 

'Russian forces on the west bank of the Dnipro will likely lose the ability to defend themselves against even limited 

Ukrainian counterattacks,' it said on Sunday. 

'Bringing ammunition, fuel, and heavy equipment sufficient for offensive or even large-scale defensive operations across 

pontoon ferries or by air is impractical if not impossible.' 

Bridge busting campaign persists in Kherson - 

Russian forces continue to be put under pressure in 

the city of Kherson as Ukraine's precision bridge 

attacks relentlessly strangle the invading country’s 

military supply routes.  

According to assessments from the British 

government and independent defense analysis 

organizations, the Antonivsky road bridge, which has 

been a primary target for Ukrainian strikes, was struck 

again over the weekend rendering it totally unusable 

for the transportation of military equipment. The 

Ukrainian Army's Operational Command South posted on Facebook claiming that the road bridge above the Dnieper 

River at the Nova Kakhovka dam in south Kherson was also put out of action again by Ukrainian artillery, and satellite 

imagery appears to show deliberate targeting of key points in the latter crossing’s structure. The other bridge in the area 

over the Dnieper River, the railway bridge counterpart a few miles up the river from the Antonivsky road bridge, has also 

been pummeled by HIMARS strikes, putting it out of action, as well. Keeping these crossings out of action has been a top 

priority of the Ukrainian military. 

Putin’s private army HQ 'blown up after online post gives away secret location' - Dozens of soldiers in Putin's 

private army were blown up after the location of their HQ was accidentally revealed, it has been claimed. 

The Wagner Group fighters are understood to have been targeted by a devastating rocket attack after photos were 

published online inadvertently pinpointing their base. 
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Oligarch and mercenary leader Yevgeny Prigozhin - nicknamed 'Putin's chef' - was initially said to be among around 100 

dead in the Ukrainian onslaught in which a US-supplied missile system was deployed. 

It comes after The Mirror revealed a highly placed Kremlin official has secretly approached the West to help end the 

Ukraine invasion. 

A Kyiv official confirmed the attack on the Wagner base in Popasna, eastern Ukraine, in response to reports from Russia. 

Ukraine says Russians in trouble in southern Kherson region after bridges hit - Ukraine on Sunday said Russian 

troops who have crossed the Dnipro river during their offensive in the southern Kherson region were facing growing 

difficulties after strategic bridges were damaged. 

Moscow’s forces seized the southern city of Kherson on the Dnipro early in their invasion of Ukraine, the only regional 

capital they have conquered so far. 

Their westward offensive in the region has made some progress, but the three bridges they control in the area -- two for 

road traffic and another carrying a railway -- have been bombarded repeatedly in recent weeks. 

Regional lawmaker Sergiy Khlan told Ukrainian television that the only way for Russian soldiers to cross the river were 

pontoons near the Antonivski bridge that “cannot totally meet their needs.” 

Russia is moving its command centers to the left bank of the river knowing that they would not be able to evacuate them 

in time if fighting escalated, he added. 

But Khlan said the 20,000 Russian troops on the right bank could still cross the bridges on foot for now. 

The Nova Kakhovka bridge, around 50 kilometres (31 miles) to the northeast of Antonivski bridge, was targeted this week. 

Khlan on Saturday said Ukrainian forces struck the bridge earlier this week, preventing the Russians from moving 

ammunition, equipment and food across it to resupply their troops. 

A briefing by Britain’s defense ministry said the two road bridges leading to Russian-controlled territory on the west bank 

of the Dnipro were “probably” out of use. 

Ukraine hits Russian Wagner mercenary HQ in 

east - Ukrainian artillery the headquarters of Russia's 

shadowy Wagner paramilitary group of mercenaries 

in eastern Ukraine, reports say. 

The attack in Popasna was reported by the Ukrainian 

governor of Luhansk region, and several pro-Kremlin 

war reporters. 

The number of casualties is not clear, and details 

remain sketchy. Photos said to show the damage 

were posted on the Telegram messaging service. 

Wagner has been linked to war crimes. The group was 

deployed to Crimea and Ukraine's Donbas region in 

2014, when Kremlin-backed forces ousted Ukrainian 

troops from areas they later declared to be part of 

Russia. 
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Wagner units have also been sent to Syria, Libya, Mali and the Central African Republic. 

On Telegram, Governor Hayday wrote that Ukrainian forces "hit an enemy HQ whose whereabouts were established 

thanks to a Russian journalist". "This time the successful strike destroyed the Wagner PMC HQ in Popasna yesterday," he 

said. He added that "the number of dead is being clarified". 

The Ukrainian daily Ukrainska Pravda reports that a pro-Kremlin Russian journalist, Sergei Sreda, revealed the Wagner 

HQ in a Telegram post on 8 August. He posted photos of his visit to the HQ and a sign in one of them identified its address 

as Mironovskaya 12, Popasna. 

The post was later removed, but copies are circulating on social media. 

Popasna lies just south of Severodonetsk in Luhansk region, which Russian forces now entirely control, following months 

of bitter fighting and huge destruction. 

Heavy shelling reported in Donetsk region as Ukrainian forces make gains in Kherson - Heavy shelling by 

Russian forces in the eastern Ukrainian region of Donetsk was reported overnight, with officials in Kyiv saying they are 

managing to repel many of the attacks while recapturing ground in the southern Kherson region. 

For several weeks, Ukraine's military has tried to lay the groundwork for a counteroffensive to reclaim southern Ukraine's 

Kherson region, which borders Crimea and fell to the Russians soon after the February 24 invasion. 

Particularly heavy fighting has focused on the village of Pisky, near Donetsk Airport, according to the British Defense 

Ministry, which said on August 15 that it is likely Moscow is in the advanced planning stages to hold a referendum aimed 

at making the region part of Russia, "though it is unclear if the final decision to go ahead with a vote has yet been taken." 

"The Kremlin will likely see the military’s failure to occupy the entirety of Donetsk Oblast thus far as a setback for its 

maximalist objectives in Ukraine," it said in a daily statement on Twitter. 

Ukraine targets more Russian arms depots - Ukrainian officials have reported that more Russian munitions depots 

were targeted by the military amid mounting safety concerns over a Russian-occupied nuclear plant in the south of the 

country. 

"Large" depots in the Kherson region were destroyed overnight, Yuriy Sobolevskiy, the first deputy head of the Kherson 

regional council, said on August 14. 

Russia fails to pay military reservists, civilian laborers brought into Ukraine - Russia is reportedly failing to 

pay military reservists and volunteer units fighting in Ukraine as well as Russian laborers brought into occupied regions. 

Russian reservists and volunteer soldiers have reported that Russian authorities have failed to pay them, according to an 

analysis Saturday from the Institute for the Study of War, a think tank based in Washington, D.C. 

Russia has also failed to provide for the funeral arrangements of volunteer soldiers killed in action and those who have 

returned home from Ukraine report having felt "deceived." 

The Russian independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta reported Friday that Russian officials have detained contract soldiers 

who refuse to fight in special detention camps in occupied Ukraine. 

"There is confirmed information about the destruction of objects both in Nova Kakhovka and in Muzykivka. Quite large 

military warehouses with weapons and ammunition were located there. Military equipment was also stored there," he 

told Ukrainian media. 
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For several weeks, Ukraine's military has tried to lay the groundwork for a counteroffensive to reclaim southern Ukraine's 

Kherson region, which borders Crimea and fell to the Russians soon after the February 24 invasion. 

Ukraine is countering the Russian offensive In the Donbas - In June, after the Russian Army entered 

Syevyerodonetsk, which was the largest city in the Luhansk region controlled by Kyiv at the time, the defense lines of the 

Ukrainian Army shifted and stretched to the outskirts of the city of Bakhmut in neighboring Donetsk. Given that this 

location serves as a junction with roads in many directions -- Lysychansk, Horlivka, Kostiantynivka, and Kramatorsk -- it 

has become a vital, strategic area that Russian forces are trying to capture. RFE/RL photojournalists have been recording 

events as both sides engage in battle. 

Kyiv claims that Moscow is using "scorched-earth tactics" by destroying areas where Ukrainian soldiers could defend the 

territories. 

Despite Moscow's attempts, Ukrainian troops have held their positions and continue to engage their Russian adversaries. 

Russian army will face challenges securing occupied territory In Ukraine - Though Russia has regrouped and 

seized parts of the Donbas area in southeast Ukraine, the tide of battle has not essentially turned within their favor. They 

face a tricky counter-offensive from the Ukrainians, but their army’s largest problem will doubtless be in securing the 

areas that they’ve taken, militarily known as stability operations, already in Russian-occupied Ukraine.  

The Kremlin has indicated that they will conduct a “referendum” in these areas to annex them into Russia on September 

11. In the meantime, Ukrainian partisans in these territories are resisting the occupation, together with destroying 

Russian political buildings in Melitopol and Mariupol.  

The Russian army is actively engaged in stability operations to garner assistance for the referendum and suppress any 

partisans. Given the character of the Russian army, they will doubtlessly prove extremely difficult. 

Peace talks 

Senior Kremlin official 'secretly approaches West to bring Ukraine invasion to an end' - A senior Kremlin 

official has approached Western diplomats and intelligence chiefs in a bid to help end the war in Ukraine, it was alleged 

last night. 

The source is said to have claimed that much of Moscow's elite are highly concerned about the trajectory of Russian 

president Vladimir Putin's invasion into the neighboring country and are alarmed by the bite of wide-ranging sanctions 

levied by the West in response. 

A document, purportedly circulated to Western intelligence agencies and seen by The Mirror, said: 'A representative of 

Putin's inner-circle sent a signal about the desire to negotiate. 

'The mood of the Kremlin elite is panic.'  

It is unclear which member of Moscow's top officials is likely to have undermined Putin's plans, but the document 

supposedly described the insider as a 'pillar of the regime' in Russia. 

Sanctions 

Flow of Russian oil to Czech Republic resumes, pipeline operator says - Russian oil flows to the Czech Republic 

through the Druzhba pipeline resumed on August 12 after more than a week, Czech pipeline operator MERO said. 
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Oil supplies through the pipeline were suspended on August 4 to the Czech Republic, Hungary, and Slovakia. Russian 

pipeline monopoly Transneft said the reason was Western sanctions prevented paying transit fees to Ukrainian transit 

company Ukrtransnafta. 

"Supplies of Russian oil through the southern branch of the Druzhba pipeline on the Czech territory resumed at 8 p.m. 

today," MERO said in a statement. 

China 

The wealthy in China are selling their coveted Rolexes and Birkin bags to raise cash - With a majority of the 

urban Chinese population facing the wrath of extremely strict Covid lockdowns, it’s not a great time for the Chinese 

watch world, particularly the second-hand market for high-end goods owing to Beijing’s strict adherence to zero-Covid. 

With strict regulations and a foreseeable economically difficult period in sight, the prices of second-hand luxury goods 

have fallen rapidly in China. Still, even the wealthy are exercising caution, cutting back on their discretionary spending, 

and selling their Rolex watches and Hermès bags to raise cash. Call it logical behavior or plain fear of the unknown. 

Small business owners spent their saved wealth on extensive collections of luxury goods in better times as rules eased 

out. However, those joys were short-lived, and lockdowns of China’s financial and commercial capital have damaged their 

cash flows forcing them to give away their niceties. Financial Times shared that Watcheco, an industry portal for used 

luxury watches, reported that the price of second-hand Rolex Submariners, a watch on every watch-lovers wish list, had 

fallen 46 percent since March. Not just expensive watches, even luxury bag dealerships in Shanghai and Hangzhou have 

cut prices of classics such as Hermès Birkin bags by up to a fifth over the same period. 

“The boom time is over,” said James Wang, a seller of second-hand luxury watches in the eastern city of Nanjing. 

Impacts 

Demand is so high for the legendary Bayraktar drones used to defend against Russia's Ukraine invasion 

that their Turkish maker has a 3-year waitlist - The Turkish drone manufacturer which supplies unmanned aerial 

vehicles used by Ukraine in its defense against the Russia invasion says demand has soared to the point where it has a 

three-year-long waitlist. 

Haluk Bayraktar, the CEO of Turkish defense firm Baykar, said in an interview with Ukraine's Come Back Alive foundation 

that the company currently has the manufacturing capacity to build twenty of its Bayraktar TB2 drones a month, but 

wants to up that with a new facility in Ukraine, which it agreed to build last year. 

"We see Ukraine as our strategic partner," Bayraktar said, adding that the company had already embarked on building 

the Ukrainian factory. 

Baykar told the foundation that he wants the Ukraine plant to manufacture these drones along with its other models — 

the Bayraktar Akıncı and the Bayraktar Kizilelma. 

Putin 

Putin knows he's made a 'grave mistake' invading Ukraine but will never admit it, says former NATO 

commander - Russian President Vladimir Putin likely regrets invading Ukraine but will never admit it, said former NATO 

leader James Stavridis, a guest on "The Cats Roundtable" on WABC New York, a show hosted by grocery-store billionaire 

John Catsimatidis, who also owns WABC. 
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Asked whether Putin knew the invasion of Ukraine was a mistake, Stavridis said: "I think in the dark, quiet hours at two 

o'clock in the morning when he wakes up, he realizes he's made a mistake. Publicly, he'll never admit that. Never." 

Stavridis said Putin would maintain the "fiction" that Neo-Nazis run Ukraine and that he was forced into the conflict by 

NATO, rather than choosing to invade. 

But, he said, Putin knows he is responsible for the invasion, the sanctions, and the military pushback.  

"I think he knows it in his heart, he'll never admit it publicly," he said.  

Putin is "burning through capability" in Russia's military, per Stavridis. 

Began in Crimea and it’ll end in Crimea - President Zelensky has vowed to liberate Crimea and said: “This Russian 

war against Ukraine and against the entire free Europe began with Crimea and must end with Crimea – with its liberation.” 

British Defense Secretary Ben Wallace has said that Russian President Vladimir Putin is now unlikely to succeed in 

occupying Ukraine, saying that Russia’s invasion had “faltered” and was “starting to fail.” 

Ukrainian Brigadier General Oleksiy Hromov has said that Russia has doubled its air strikes on Ukrainian civilians and on 

military positions compared to last week. 

The West’s global domination is over, says Russia envoy and Putin - The West’s 500 years of global domination 

based on military superiority is coming to an end, says Ambassador of the Russian Federation to South Africa Ilya 

Rogachev. 

He added that the rise of the BRICS (China, Russia, Brazil, India and South Africa) bloc is ushering in a new world built on 

equal partnership among sovereign and independent states. 

In an exclusive interview with the Pretoria News last week, Rogachev said whether Moscow succeeded with its goals in 

Ukraine would not change the fact that a unpopular world dominated by America and its European partners was over. 

Elaborating on a recent statement by Putin at the St Petersburg International Economic Forum, Rogachev maintained 

that there was no return to the Western-dominated world order, even after the Ukraine war. 

Western powers had to accept that the trend towards a new multi-polar world order was an objective and a global one. 

In the new order, countries would decide their own socio-economic, political and development paths. They would also 

respect each other’s sovereignty rather than impose their will through the barrel of a gun or economic sanctions, as does 

the US, Rogachev said. 

“The new world order will be modelled on BRICS, which is a group of states that take independent sovereign decisions 

that would like to carry on both external and internal politics, where decisions are taken on the basis of national interests, 

their own people, their own countries, not somebody else’s. That would be a world of independent, sovereign states that 

respect each other’s interests, that do not impose interests of their own on others, that respect international law, and 

do not live in some rules based order. What rules, established by whom, where, when and so on,” Rogachev said. 

Rogachev said the West’s response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine, including their supply of weapons, was part of their 

struggle to “preserve” world dominance. 

“It doesn’t really matter whether the Russian military operation in Ukraine will be successful because the trend will 

continue in other places, and in other forms and manifestations. They apparently think this is a decisive battle, this is the 

crucial one. It’s either them or us. Either they preserve their world dominance, or the world will become different. It’s a 

sign of hysteria, desperation.” 
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Taiwan 

US lawmakers in Taiwan on heels of Pelosi visit - More United States lawmakers visited Taiwan this weekend, 

prompting Chinese Communist Party officials to announce new military drills close to the self-governing island that Beijing 

claims as its own. 

Why visit Taiwan? To "reaffirm the United States' support for Taiwan as guided by the Taiwan Relations Act, U.S.-China 

Joint Communiques, and the Six Assurances and encourage stability and peace across the Taiwan Strait," according to a 

statement from Markey. They also spoke to officials in Taipei about potential future business opportunities, "including 

investments in semiconductors," which was the dominant focus of recent legislation signed by U.S. President Joe Biden. 

Markey also chairs the Senate Foreign Relations Committee's East Asia, Pacific, and International Cybersecurity Policy 

Subcommittee—as well as a Clean Air, Climate, and Nuclear Safety Subcommittee. He's also a member of the Senate's 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee and its Small Business Committee. 

Said Taipei's Foreign Minister, Joseph Wu: "Authoritarian China can't dictate how democratic Taiwan makes friends, wins 

support, stays resilient and shines like a beacon of freedom."  

In context: The visit occurred just 12 days after House Speaker Nancy Pelosi dropped by Taiwan. And China responded 

to that visit by announcing a series of drills that some security experts, including Becca Wasser of CNAS in our latest 

Defense One Radio podcast, viewed as a rehearsal for a potential future economic blockade of the island.  

China responded this time by announcing military drills "near Taiwan's Penghu islands, which are in the Taiwan Strait and 

are home to a major air base," Reuters reported Monday. Five Chinese navy ships were also called up for action on 

Monday, along with 30 aircraft—and 15 of those flew "on the east part of the median line of the Taiwan Strait," according 

to Taiwan's defense ministry, which replied in a statement of condemnation "for jeopardizing the peace and security of 

our surrounding region" with China's new drills. (Sunday saw four Chinese ships and 22 aircraft flying near the island, 

with half of those flying east of the median line; six ships and 29 aircraft traveled similarly on Saturday, with 13 of the 

latter flying east of that line; six ships and 24 aircraft—10 of those east of the line—drilled on Friday.) 

Containment 

Philippines eyes US helicopters after scrapping Russian deal - Philippine officials are considering a U.S. offer to 

provide heavy-lift helicopters like its widely used Chinooks after Manila scrapped a deal to buy military choppers from 

Russia due to fears of Western sanctions, the Philippine ambassador to Washington said Monday. 

Then-President Rodrigo Duterte approved the cancellation of the signed deal to buy 16 Russian Mi-17 helicopters due to 

concerns over possible Western sanctions, which could hamper fast bank transfers of the income Filipino workers send 

home from the U.S. and other Western countries, Ambassador Jose Romualdez said. 

GeoPolitics 

Russia’s strategy to destabilize the Balkans - Russia’s relationship with Serbia, a state in the heart of the 

contentious Balkans, will almost certainly be leveraged to imperil European security for the foreseeable future. Serbian 

President Aleksander Vucic, a former Europhilic parliamentarian turned autocratic leader, continues to advance Russia’s 

destabilizing efforts in the region. Russia’s close relationship with Serbia allows for the Kremlin to develop ties with the 

nationalist Serbian diaspora throughout the Balkans to destabilize Kosovo, Bosnia, and other pro-Western states in the 

region. 
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Following the violent breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s, millions of Serbs found themselves in the states which emerged 

from the conflict. As a result, sectarian divisions still plague the region and guide Belgrade’s foreign policy. Belgrade 

continues to claim Kosovo as a part of Serbia, citing a historical claim to the land and the illegitimacy of Pristina’s unilateral 

declaration of independence. Russia, leveraging deep cultural ties with Serbia, provides Belgrade vital diplomatic and 

rhetorical support on territorial issues. In exchange, Serbia acts as a Russian trojan horse in the Balkans to facilitate the 

spread of Russian influence amongst the Serbian diaspora in the Balkans. 

To Serbia’s west, Russia maintains a robust relationship with Milorad Dodik, the Serbian member of Bosnia’s tripartite 

presidency. With Russian support, Dodik and Bosnia’s autonomous Republika Srpska entity are establishing regional 

governing institutions that rival Bosnia’s. These institutions range from a state-level judiciary to the reconstitution of the 

Republika Srpska armed forces. Dodik said on June 6 that Republika Srpska intends to secede from Bosnia. In response, 

Germany announced on June 8 that it will deploy troops to Bosnia for the first time in a decade citing resurgent instability 

emanating from the tense situation in the country. 

Dodik’s threats continue to destabilize Bosnia and delay the country’s accession into Western institutions, to the delight 

of Moscow. Dodik met with Russian President Vladimir Putin on June 18 to reaffirm Republika Srpska’s desire to deepen 

economic cooperation and to combat Western sanctions against Russia. At this meeting, Putin expressed his appreciation 

of Dodik’s efforts to prevent Bosnia from complying with Western sanctions stemming from the Ukraine war. 

Cyber warfare 

Head of Ukraine’s Cybersecurity says Russia has committed ‘cyber war crimes’ - Victor Zhora, the deputy 

head of the State Service of Special Communications and Information Protection, denounced Russian’s operations, calling 

them "cyber war crimes."  

“Since most [Russian] kinetic operations focused on civilian infrastructure and cyber operations supportive of that are 

exactly the same type of thing, hitting civilian IT infrastructure,” Zhora told Motherboard. “These cases we can treat them 

as war crimes in cyberspace.” 

Zhora argued that the International Criminal Court (ICC) should prosecute these types of cyberattacks, those that support 

real-world operations against civilian targets, and those that hit civilian internet infrastructure.  

“It should be a good idea to combine all of them to provide enough evidence as proof and send them to the ICC and 

change the procedures and let them prosecute these cybercrimes as war crimes,” he concluded.  

Zhora said he came to Black Hat, one of the biggest cybersecurity conferences in the world, to rally international support 

to his country’s on the cyber front. 


