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Conflict Update # 173 

September 5th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 49,800 (+300) soldiers killed and 149,400 injured, 2,068 (+19) enemy tanks, 4,459 (+29) armored  

combat vehicles, 1,157 (+10) artillery systems, 294 (+0) MLRS systems, 156 (+0) air defense systems, 236 (+0) 

warplanes, 206 (+0) helicopters, 867 (+14) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 196 (+0) cruise missiles, 205 (+2) 

warships/cutters, 3,286 (+9) trucks and tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 107 (+3) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelensky announced that Ukrainian 

forces liberated two unnamed 

settlements in  southern Ukraine and one 

settlement in Donetsk Oblast. ISW has 

independently confirmed the liberation 

of the settlement in Donetsk Oblast and 

one of the settlements in Kherson 

Oblast. 

Geolocated footage shows Russian 

forces firing MLRS rounds from 

positions on the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 

Power Plant. 

Ukrainian forces continued to 

strike Russian ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs), ammunition 

depots, and key positions to exhaust 

Russian forces and restrain Russian 

combat power. 

The Ukrainian liberation of 

Vysokopillya ignited critical discussions 

among some Russian milbloggers while 

the Russian Defense Ministry maintained 

that Ukrainian forces continued to 

conduct “unsuccessful attempts” to 

advance. 

Donetsk People’s Republic 127th 

Regiment of the 1st Army Corps 

personnel reportedly refused to fight due to a lack of supplies. 
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Ukrainian forces regained territory on the left bank of the Siverskyi Donets River in Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks northeast of Bakhmut and west of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces are reportedly moving military assets to areas situated along major ground lines of communication 

(GLOCS) in rear areas in Zaporizhia Oblast.  

Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) - Ukrainian 

officials announced that their forces are continuing to make unspecified advances in Kherson Oblast and are exhausting 

Russian troops and logistics as part of the counteroffensive.  

Ukrainian President Zelensky stated that “Ukrainian flags are returning to those places where they rightfully belong” 

and noted that Ukrainian forces liberated two unnamed villages in southern Ukraine. Ukrainian officials and social 

media users published footage of Ukrainian forces raising a Ukrainian flag in Vysokopillya, south of the Kherson-

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast administrative border.  

Russian milbloggers noted that Russian forces withdrew from Vysokopillya to avoid encirclement from the Olhyne and 

Potomkyne directions (west and east of Vysokopillya, respectively). Some milbloggers noted that a lack of Russian 

aviation in the area (diverted, they say, to the fight around the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets River) allowed 

for Ukrainian advances to Vysokopillya. 

Ukrainian officials did not name the second liberated settlement area. Kherson Oblast Administration Head Yaroslav 

Yanushevich reported that Russian forces shelled Olhyne, Potomkyne, Doryanka, and Novovoznesenske (southeast of 

Vysokopillya), while some milbloggers claimed that elements of Russian airborne forces also withdrew from 

Novovoznesenske, which may indicate a Ukrainian advance in the area.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces launched airstrikes at Lyubomyrivka (approximately 

28km north of Kherson City), and Russian milbloggers reported that Russian forces left the settlement. UGS also 

reported Russian airstrikes on Sukhy Stavok, Bezimenne and Kostromka, and other settlements around the Ukrainian 

bridgehead over the Inhulets River, which may indicate that Ukrainian forces have advanced up to 12km southeast of 

the bridgehead.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are firing artillery at Kostromka and Sukhy Stavok, where battles 

continued throughout the day. Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Nataliya Gumenyuk noted that 

Ukrainian forces are advancing and liberating settlements, but Russian forces are continuing to shell newly-established 

Ukrainian positions from afar. 

UGS noted that servicemen of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 127th Regiment of the 1st Army Corps refused to 

fight, citing a lack of supplies such as water, and also that Russian counterintelligence representatives are dealing with 

the 127th regiment and that its fate is unknown.  

Russian forces formed the 127th Regiment of forcefully mobilized personnel in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblast in early 

April, alongside four other DNR regiments: the 103rd, 109th, 113th, and 125th. ISW previously reported that the DNR 

redeployed the 109th, 113th, and 125th Regiments to northwestern Kherson Oblast in late July, and the 109th 

regiment reportedly surrendered on the first day of the Ukrainian counteroffensive. It is likely that Russian forces are 

reinforcing their frontline positions with inexperienced and forcefully mobilized elements that lack the will to fight. 

Gumenyuk noted that the Ukrainian counteroffensive strategy is to exhaust Russian forces and added that Ukrainian 

forces have enough resources and forces to restrain Russian combat power in southern Ukraine.  
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Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs), ammunition depots, and key 

positions to support Ukrainian ground counteroffensive efforts. Ukrainian officials reported that Ukrainian missile and 

artillery units struck a Russian ferry crossing in Beryslav (north of Nova Kakhovka), and social media users published 

footage of Ukrainian forces striking a segment of the Antonivsky Road Bridge on the left bank of the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian attacks on ferry crossings are likely in direct support of ongoing counteroffensive operations, as the 

disruptions generated by such strikes are more ephemeral than those caused by attacks on bridges. Continuing strikes 

on the bridges, on the other hand, are indicators of a long-term effort to prevent Russian forces from reestablishing 

GLOCs before the conclusion of the liberation of western Kherson Oblast. Ukrainian military officials noted that 

Ukrainian forces destroyed a Russian ammunition depot in Bashtanka Raion and confirmed the destruction of a Russian 

ammunition depot in Oleshky (approximately nine kilometers south of Kherson City) that occurred on September 2. 

Social media footage also showed that Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian targets across central Kherson 

Oblast on September 3 and 4. Ukrainian social media footage showed a large smoke plume in Kozatske (on the right 

bank of the Dnipro River near Nova Kakhovka), where Ukrainian officials previously reported destroying a Russian 

pontoon crossing on September 3.  

The Russian Defense Ministry claimed to intercept Ukrainian HIMARS, HARM, and Olkha rounds in Nova Kakhovka and 

over the Kakhovka Hydro Power Plant, and Ukrainian social media users reported hearing explosions in Nova Kakhovka. 

Russian milbloggers claimed that battles continued in five directions: east and west of Vysokopillya, near the Ukrainian 

bridgehead, near Snihurivka approximately 60km east of Mykolaiv City, and northwest and west of Kherson City on 

September 4. Milblogger accounts remain largely unverifiable as Ukrainian officials have not announced additional 

advances outside of those mentioned above. 

Milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces were unsuccessful in advancing in the Petrivka direction, southeast of 

Vysokopillya, also claiming that Russian and Ukrainian forces are engaged in street fights in Arhanhelske (on the eastern 

bank of Inhulets River and west of Vysokopillya), and that Russian forces still control the southern part of the 

settlement.  

Milbloggers also stated that fighting continued on the southern outskirts of Olhyne, the next settlement west of 

Vysokopillya, and that Ukrainian advances southeast of the bridgehead are contingent upon their ability to accumulate 

more reserves and noted that Russian forces are intensely firing at Ukrainian forces in the Andriivka area.  

They noted that Ukrainian attempts to seize Blahodatne (west of Snihurivka) were unsuccessful, and that artillery fire 

continues in the Snihurivka area. Milbloggers noted that Russian and Ukrainian forces are engaged in positional battles 

in Posad-Pokrovske, following a Ukrainian unsuccessful attempt to conduct a counteroffensive in the area.  

Positional battles reportedly continued in Oleksandrivka (35km west of Kherson City), and milbloggers published 

footage of abandoned Ukrainian military equipment in the area. Satellite imagery showed Russian second and third 

lines of defenses in Kyselivka (approximately 18km northwest of Kherson City). The satellite imagery also showed that 

Russian forces dug the trenches at the end of May and extended them in late August. Russian forces have extensive 

defenses around Kherson City International Airport in Chornobaivka. Geolocated footage showed Russian forces 

striking advancing Ukrainian forces south of Tavriiske (approximately 38km northwest of Kherson City). 

The Ukrainian liberation of Vysokopillya ignited some critical discussions among Russian milbloggers, whereas the 

Russian Defense Ministry maintained that Ukrainian forces continued to conduct “unsuccessful attempts” to advance in 

the Mykolaiv-Kryvyi Rih direction.  

The Russian Defense Ministry changed its day-to-day recap of the progress of the Ukrainian counteroffensive from 

declaring total Ukrainian defeat on August 29, to claiming high Ukrainian losses among personnel and military 
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equipment. Milbloggers largely presented Ukrainian advances in northern Kherson Oblast as a “massacre of Kherson 

Oblast” due to claimed large losses among Ukrainian troops. Some milbloggers noted that Ukrainian forces conducted a 

correct counteroffensive around Vysokopillya and noted that Russian forces lost a tactically significant settlement. This 

is the first occasion on which some milbloggers have broken with the Kremlin’s optimism about the Ukrainian 

counteroffensive and recognized Russian setbacks.  

Russian subordinate main effort- Southern Kharkiv and Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces conducted limited 

ground assaults northwest of Slovyansk. UGS reported Russian forces attempted ground assaults near Bohorodychne, 

Pasika, Krasnopillya, and Dolyna, all within 25km northwest of Slovyansk.  

 It is unclear if Ukrainian forces have 

liberated Pasika (approximately 27km 

northwest of Slovyansk and on the western 

bank of the Siverskyi Donets River. Russian 

forces conducted airstrikes near 

Bohorodychne (approximately 20km 

northwest of Slovyansk) and Husarivka 

(approximately 40km northwest of Izyum) 

and continued routine shelling along the 

Izyum-Slovyansk Axis. 

Ukrainian forces regained territory on the 

left bank of the Siverskyi Donets River in 

Donetsk Oblast. Geolocated imagery and 

footage published on September 3-4 show 

that Ukrainian forces crossed the Siverskyi 

Donets River and took control of Ozerne, 

approximately 20km east of Slovyansk, on 

an unspecified date. Ukrainian forces’ ability 

to cross the Siverskyi Donets River without 

coming under Russian fire suggests 

degrading Russian control of the river’s left 

bank east of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces did not conduct any ground 

assaults near Siversk on September 4 and 

continued routine shelling on settlements in 

the area. Russian forces conducted an 

airstrike on Verkhnokamianske, 

approximately 8km east of Siversk. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground 

attacks northeast of Bakhmut. UGS reported 

that enemy forces unsuccessfully attempted 

to attack near Bakhmut, Bakhmutske 

(approximately 10km northeast of Bakhmut), and Pokrovske (approximately 11km northeast of Bakhmut). Russian 

sources claimed that Wagner forces captured most of Kodema but that fighting continues in the area. 
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Russian forces continued limited ground attacks northwest of Donetsk City. UGS reported Russian forces conducted 

unsuccessful ground assaults near Pervomaiske (10km northwest of Donetsk City) and Pisky (5km northwest of Donetsk 

City). Russian troops continued routine artillery strikes along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline. 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City or in eastern Zaporizhia Oblast 

on September 4 and continued routine artillery strikes in these areas. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that 

Russian forces struck Kurakhove and Yelyzavetivka (roughly 10km south of Kurakhove), Donetsk Oblast, and  Malynivka, 

Zaporizhia Oblast (roughly 15km east of Hulyaipole). 

Supporting Effort #2- 

Southern Axis - Russian forces 

did not conduct any ground 

attacks west of Hulyaipole in 

Zaporizhia Oblast and continued 

routine shelling along the line of 

contact on September 4. The 

Russian Defense Ministry (MoD) 

claimed that Russian forces struck 

a Ukrainian command post in 

Mykilske, 23km northeast of 

Orikhiv. 

 Russian forces are reportedly 

moving military assets to areas 

situated along major ground lines 

of communication (GLOCs), likely 

to protect Russian GLOCs to 

Melitopol and Tokmak. Ukraine’s 

Resistance Center reported that 

Russian forces are bringing 

Russian military personnel to 

Tokmak, on the intersection of the 

N30, T0408, and T0401 highways.  

These GLOCs connect Melitopol 

and Berdyansk to the front lines in 

Zaporizhia Oblast and the rear in 

western Donetsk Oblast. The 

Resistance Center also reported 

that Russian forces are storing 

military equipment in agricultural 

equipment storage areas near 

Melitopol. UGS reported that 70 

Russian servicemen currently live 

in a school that is actively holding classes in Orlyanske, 24km southwest of Vasylivka checkpoint. UGS also stated that 

Russian forces are using many active schools as cover for Russian military assets. Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan 

Fedorov warned that Russian forces are planning military provocations at schools in occupied territories, supporting 

ISW’s prior assessment. 
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Russian and occupation officials are increasing their claims of Ukrainian attacks on the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power 

Plant (ZNPP). The Russian MoD claimed that Russian electronic warfare systems prevented eight Ukrainian attack 

drones from striking the ZNPP on September 4, intercepting the drones 1.5km from the ZNPP grounds.  

Occupation Enerhodar Head Alexander Volga claimed on September 3 that a Ukrainian artillery shell pierced the wall of 

one of the nuclear reactor containment units on an unspecified date but did not produce the photo of the damage he 

claimed to possess. Russian news outlet Komsomolskaya Pravda published excerpts of interviews with claimed former 

ZNPP personnel who left Ukraine for Russia in which the former employees downplayed the risk and impact of a 

nuclear disaster at the ZNPP. These claimed former employees stated that even direct artillery strikes are unable to 

penetrate the nuclear reactor containment units because the containment unit walls are too thick. Komsomolskaya 

Pravda also reported claims that a disaster at the ZNPP would only cause nuclear contamination on a local level with an 

unspecified span, not a global level. 

Russian forces fired on Nikopol and Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, likely from positions near Enerhodar on the 

opposite bank of the Kakhovka Reservoir. 

Russian forces continued targeting rear areas in Mykolaiv Oblast. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces struck 

Mykolaiv City with S-300 anti-air missiles. UGS reported Russian forces are using outdated S-300 missiles to strike 

ground targets due to a shortage of high-precision missiles, supporting ISW’s previous assessment. UGS also reported 

that Russian forces have thousands of S-300 missiles in storage, but that Russian forces are unable to use most of them 

because the missiles are outdated. A Russian source claimed that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian military hospital in 

Mykolaiv City, which the source claimed is a legitimate military target. Russian forces also conducted airstrikes in 

Ochakiv (southwest of Mykolaiv City on the Black Sea coast) and Voznesensk (88km northwest of Mykolaiv City). 

Russian air defenses reportedly shot down a UAV over Kazachya Bay in Sevastopol, Crimea overnight on September 3-4. 

Ukraine recaptures Kherson village from Russia, raises flag over hospital - Ukraine yesterday took back the 

village of Vysokopillia in Kherson and raised its flag over a hospital following reported "successes" in the region that fell 

to Russia on March 3, a week after Russia invaded the Eastern European country. 

Yuriy Sobolevskyi, first deputy head of Kherson Oblast Council, announced on Telegram that Vysokopillia was liberated 

from Russian control. The region is significantly important because it's a strategic location at the mouth of the Dnieper 

River's exit into the Black Sea. 

The Kyiv Independent reported on Twitter that forces also raised the Ukrainian flag in Vysokopillia, which is located 

north of the Kherson region on the administrative border with the Dnipropetrovsk region, according to Ukrinform. 

Ukraine shoots down 50 to 70 percent of Russia's missiles – A Ukrainian general said that his nation's air 

defense forces are able to shoot down 50 to 70 percent of Russian missiles in an interview published on Saturday. 

Major General Mykola Zhirnov, leader of the Kyiv City Military Administration, was asked by a correspondent for the 

Ukrainian publication ArmyInform if the capital city is "reliably protected by anti-aircraft defense," and "will no longer 

be threatened by rocket attacks." 

"As long as the enemy has missile and air weapons, there will still be a threat of air and missile strikes," Zhirnov 

responded, according to a translation of the interview. However, the general added that 50 to 70 percent of Russian 

missiles are shot down "by aircraft and by anti-aircraft missile units." 

Russia resorting to out of date missiles as weapon stocks run low - The Russian military has been accused of 

using "outdated" missiles during its invasion of Ukraine, according to officials in Kyiv. 
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On Sunday, the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine made the claim in an operations update that was shared 

on Facebook. The September 4 post said offensives continued toward Bakhmut and Avdiivka in the separatist regions of 

Donetsk and Luhansk. 

"Over the past 24 hours, the enemy has launched more than 10 missiles and more than 24 airstrikes on military and 

civilian objects on the territory of Ukraine. 

"In particular, civilian infrastructure was affected in the areas of Peremoha, Husarivka, Novomykhailivka, Bilohirya 

settlements." 

But the same spokesperson claimed the Russian military had been using out-of-date missiles during the war. 

It added: "Due to the lack of high-precision weapons, the enemy began to use outdated S-300 anti-aircraft guided 

missiles more often. "More than 500 such missiles were launched on the territory of Ukraine, some of which did not 

reach the target. The occupiers are armed with several thousand such missiles, but most of them are unusable." 

Russian official issues stark nuclear warning to US: 'chess game' of death - Former President Medvedev 

issued a stark nuclear warning to the West Saturday as relations remain tense amid the ongoing Ukraine war. 

Tensions between Moscow and the West escalated after Putin launched the invasion of Ukraine on February 24. Many 

Western nations, including the US, condemned Putin's war while also providing support to Ukraine. This aid has 

bolstered Ukraine's defense efforts while adding more pressure to already tense US-Russia relations. 

A chief concern among national security experts amid the conflict is that Russia could potentially turn to nuclear 

weapons if they feel cornered by Ukraine's advances. Russia has sent mixed messages about nuclear war, with Putin 

warning in August that nobody would win in a nuclear war, while his allies taunt the West with nuclear threats. 

Medvedev served as Russia's president from 2008 to 2012, being succeeded by Putin. He currently serves as the deputy 

secretary of Russia's security council, and on Saturday became the latest Russian official to make a nuclear threat. 

In a Telegram post made after last week's funeral of Mikhail Gorbachev, the last president of the Soviet Union, 

Medvedev accused the West of wanting to take "advantage of the military conflict in Ukraine" to "eliminate Russia 

from the political field." 

"Those are the dirty dreams of the Anglo-Saxon perverts, who go to sleep with a secret thought about the breakup of 

our state, thinking about how to shred us into pieces, cut us into small bits." Medvedev wrote in the translated post. 

"Such attempts are very dangerous and mustn't be underestimated. Those dreamers ignore a simple axiom: a forceful 

disintegration of a nuclear power is always a chess game with death, in which it's known precisely when the check and 

mate comes doomsday for mankind." 

Other Russian politicians have also left the door open on Russia's use of nuclear weapons amid the war, though Putin 

has typically used more measured rhetoric himself. In March, Kremlin press secretary Dmitry Peskov said Russia would 

use nuclear weapons if leaders felt like their country was facing an "existential threat." 

Russian-state television, which typically pushes Putin's propaganda, however, has made more forceful threats of 

nuclear warfare. In April, television personality Vladimir Solovyov warned of a nuclear war that only "mutants" would 

survive if member states of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) continued providing Ukraine weapons. 

Comment – Another indicator of growing Russian pain with lack of progress in the Ukrainian war and the efficacy of 

Western sanctions evident. Indication of the growing incidence and volume of comments and statements emanating 

from within the Kremlin and Russian politicians, of whom Medvedev has been the most vocal and frequent.  
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Putin facing troop morale crisis, discipline issues over low pay - Putin is facing a troop morale crisis over low 

pay, according to the U.K.'s Ministry of Defence (MoD), in a Twitter post yesterday that Russian forces are suffering 

from discipline and morale issues as the war in Ukraine rages on. 

An MoD spokesperson said: "Russian forces continue to suffer from morale and discipline issues in Ukraine. In addition 

to combat fatigue and high casualties, one of the main grievances from deployed Russian soldiers probably continues to 

be problems with their pay. 

"In the Russian military, troops' income consists of a modest core salary, augmented by a complex variety of bonuses 

and allowances. In Ukraine, there has highly likely been significant problems with sizeable combat bonuses not being 

paid. "This is probably due to inefficient military bureaucracy, the unusual legal status of the 'special military 

operation', and at least some outright corruption amongst commanders." 

It added: "The Russian military has consistently failed to provide basic entitlements to troops deployed in Ukraine, 

including appropriate uniform, arms and rations as well as pay. This has almost certainly contributed to the fragile 

morale of much of the force." 

Russian soldiers riot, refuse to fight over lack of supplies – A Russian military unit deployed in Ukraine's south 

has refused to fight over a lack of vital supplies such as water, Ukraine said Sunday. 

Ukraine's Operational Command South reported in a Facebook post that soldiers with the 127th Regiment of the 1st 

Army Corps rioted and refused to further participate in Russian President Vladimir Putin's war against Ukraine. 

According to the command, the soldiers lacked support, while personnel in advanced positions didn't have water. 

Comment – Of note is that they have refused to fight not because of the Ukrainian war but because of a lack of supplies 

in the areas where Ukraine has destroyed Russian supply routes (see following article). This evidences that it is not only 

Putin at fault here but everyday Russian soldiers as well, they are pulling the trigger(s), they are bombarding Ukrainian 

citizens and they are seizing Ukrainian territory. They are all complicit. 

Ukraine takes out Russian bridge as Kherson counter-offensive ramps up - Ukraine's military has destroyed 

a pontoon bridge built by Russian troops in the occupied Darivka village in the Kherson region, officials said 

Wednesday. 

The development was reported by Ukraine's Operational Command South, which has been issuing regular updates on 

Kyiv's counteroffensive in the Kherson region. The area was seized by Moscow in the early stages of the war. 

"Hits are effective, damage is significant. The pontoon crossing set up by the occupiers in the Daryevka area was 

destroyed," the command said in a report on its Facebook page. 

Lessons of War – going “Mobile” 

The Boer War in South Africa, followed by World Wars I and II, amongst others, saw demonstrable changes in war 

strategies, with countries moving wholesale away from horse-drawn cavalry, centralized operational command and 

grinding trench warfare as primary tactics of choice. 

Of  similar strategic import will be the outcome of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the latter’s ability to not only ward 

off the assault but also counter it.  

Tanks and armored personnel carriers have been stopped in their tracks by highly mobile combatants armed with light 

portable munitions, guided by local farmers and schoolchildren armed with commercial drones, superior attack aircraft 
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grounded due to losses from nimble weaponry and teenagers and citizens mobilized en masse in defending their 

towns. 

Howitzers capable of reaching far behind enemy lines will become ubiquitous with strike ranges extending even further 

through development of enhanced propellants and intelligent guidance. 

Helicopters and ground attack aircraft defensive abilities will be augmented to avoid hidden mobile weapons of instant 

devastation.  

Radiation counter weapons will proliferate, intelligently identifying, deflecting and targeting missiles and projectiles.  

Partisan activism behind occupier enemy front lines, pinpointing supply routes, locations and movements, and guiding 

defensive actions will become a principle element of fortified conflict. 

Lessons of yesteryear military campaigns such as the Khyber Pass, Afghanistan, Port Arthur, logistical shortcomings of 

the Nazi Blitzkrieg and Boer War partisan skirmishes will be learned anew. 

Invaded people may be forced to bow the knee - but will silently and effectively deploy every other available element in 

undermining their occupation and subjugation. 

Napoleon’s diktats about “logistique” - from where the English term “logistics” derives - and his observation that an 

army cannot survive on an empty stomach will be heeded. 

China’s reticence in invading and occupying Taiwan is instructive – it will require millions of soldiers to occupy a small 

island and then still not be guaranteed success. 

There will still be a need for tanks when occupying territory, leading mass divisions of soldiers, but will translate into 

nimble, mobile and fleet of foot tactics, rapid deployment ability and keeping the troops happy and fed - if there is a 

need for hostile occupation in the first place. 

Troop morale challenges and losses will be overcome by design and deployment of omnipresent drone equipment, with 

automated aircraft, submarines, artillery pieces, helicopters and every other sort of offensive and defensive weapon – 

to diminish the loss of “blood and treasure,” and provide plausible deniability. 

Smaller countries will take notice of how Ukraine has countered a much larger and invading state’s aggression, even 

with superior weapons and numbers, and will not only take heart at their resistance, but grow increasingly boisterous 

and belligerent in demanding and pursuing nationalist policies and settling long-standing territorial disputes.  

Military arsenals will adapt and convert with new and improved weapons honed by understanding and experience of 

this conflict. 

Commercial warfare, long a successful tactic, will be re-evaluated for increased immediacy of effect, as opposed to a 

slow long-term strangulation process. 

Perhaps most importantly, will be a realization of the folly of historical colonial power creation of international borders, 

groupings and associations. Hitler used the excuse of protecting “German-speaking” peoples in bordering, foreign 

lands, as has Putin, invoking protection of Russian-speaking minorities in the current Ukrainian invasion and future 

action against Moldova. 

Colonial powers unilaterally drew boundaries and partitions around, between and through neighboring peoples and 

countries, creating long-standing and deep legacy hostilities and conflict – such as, for example, India in 1948, South 

Africa in 1902 and the Balkans in 1918 – with scant regard for nationalities, cultural differences and historical origin.  
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To this day we see hostilities in the Balkans, the Middle East, Europe and the sub-Continent, among many others, 

constantly flaring up, precipitating wider geopolitical conflict and division. 

Putin 

Putin reshaping strategy - Realities have reshaped Putin’s strategy. Recognizing America’s advantages in battlefield 

technology, Putin has turned the conflict into an endurance contest that plays to Russian strengths. He is relying 

increasingly on China and the Global South to outflank Western sanctions, while counting on the vaunted pain 

tolerance of the Russian people to outlast Western political resolve.  

And he is apparently calculating that, even with sustained Western support, Ukraine cannot match Russia’s reserves of 

manpower, munitions and economic resilience in a war of attrition. Putin may be unable to conquer Ukraine 

altogether, but he can turn it into a bleeding wound for years to come, unable to mend itself and in no condition to join 

NATO.  

Medvedev: If Russia goes down, we're taking all of you with us - Former Russian President and current 

member of their Security Council Dmitry Medvedev is sounding a lot more hawkish these days than when he held the 

top position. He was once considered to be a more progressive, capitalistic Russian official, less interested in military 

confrontation than building his country into more of an economic superpower.  

But the current global situation following the invasion of Ukraine has Medvedev singing a different and decidedly 

darker tune.  

Yesterday, he posted a rant on his messaging app (for some reason) in which he accused the US and NATO of plotting to 

“break up” the Russian Federation. But he warned that even if the alleged plot succeeded, the result would be 

“doomsday,” and any country attempting it would be engaged in a “chess game with Death.” And we all know what 

that means. (Associated Press) 

Most analysts agree that Medvedev has been growing nervous about his position and wants to be seen as falling in line 

with Putin now. That’s understandable considering the recent shakeups in the Kremlin’s hierarchy, including some 

people who have been forced to resign and others who “accidentally” fall out of hospital windows to their deaths. 

Russian authorities almost powerless over quiet protests against Putin’s war in Ukraine  - By deploying 

repressive police power, the Russian authorities have largely blocked any massive protest against the war, but they 

have not been able to prevent “quieter” forms of protest – and these, the Insider portal says, “can exert serious 

influence on public opinion” even as they allow those who engage in them to maintain anonymity. 

On the one hand, they allow those who engage in them to maintain their self-respect about an issue that they do not 

feel they can keep silent about. And on the other, in small ways and large, they send a message to others unhappy 

about the war that they are not alone and that many other Russians share their views.  

One of the most common forms of such protests involves individuals’ printing off “no to war” stickers from the Internet 

and then putting them up in public places. Others carry signs on subways and buses and then use them as an occasion 

to discuss the war with others. And still others write anti-war messages on Russian currency. 

Somewhat more dramatic is the practice of women choosing to wear black on Fridays to protest the war, a Russian 

variant of the “Women in Black” movement in Israel against mistreatment of Palestinians. And another form of protest 

occurs when people take sick leave to disorder the war effort. 
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Russian historian Sergey Bondarenko says that such forms of “quiet” protest are typical in totalitarian societies, 

although they are seldom noticed by outside observers or become part of the historical record. But the authorities keep 

track of them fearing that like the broken window syndrome, such moves will spread to move public forms of protest. 

He gives as an example the situation in Stalin’s Soviet Union. “It is customary to think that in Stalin’s times there was no 

political protest in Soviet society. But in fact, it existed, quiet but constant.” People suddenly sang anti-Stalin songs or 

defaced regime posters in order to make their feelings known. 

Overselling the Russia-Ukraine grain deal is one more Putin scam - Moscow and Kyiv reached a much hailed 

accord in July to allow transport of Ukrainian agricultural output from ports along the Black Sea. However, analysis from 

Germany's Die Welt and Ukraine's Livy Bereg shows that it has done little so far to solve the food crisis and is instead 

being used by Putin to advance his own ambitions. 

A closer look shows a different story. Black Sea ports are not fully opened, which will impact not only Ukraine. The rest 

of the world can expect knock-on effects, including potentially hunger for millions. Indeed, a large proportion of the 

deliveries are not going to Africa at all. 

As with other reported "breakthroughs" in the war, Vladimir Putin has other objectives in mind — and is still holding on 

to all his cards. 

First it's important to gauge how the purported deal has played out so far. 

Kyiv daily Livy Bereg reports that exports in July amounted to almost three million tons of grain, with figures rising 

thanks to the Danube ports and exports by rail. And in the first two weeks of August, Ukraine had already exported 

almost two million tons of grain and processed products, in particular through Black Sea ports. 

The storage problem 

Since the beginning of August, Ukraine's top exports were corn (776,000 tons) and wheat (339,000). This is a third of 

last year's figures. For comparison, before the war, Ukraine exported an average of five to six million tons of grain every 

month, mainly through the Black Sea ports. 

Due to the blockade in the first three months of the war, exports were reduced to one-third of the previous year's level. 

According to Taras Vysotskyi, First Deputy Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food, Ukraine produces such large volumes 

of agricultural products that it is impossible to consume them on the domestic market, with 70% of agricultural 

products destined for export. 

In addition to the 2021 harvest, which remains in the country, this year's harvest continues. Despite the fact that 

farmers were preparing for the sowing of this year in advance, in general, due to the war, they were able to process 

only 13.5 million hectares, which is equal to 80% of last year's figure. 

At the same time, the forecast decrease in this year's harvest still does not solve the problem of storage, with the 

remaining grain of last year still totaling 15-16 million tons by the end of August. 

Complete, unconditional unblocking of ports 

Livy Bereg reports that Ukraine must reach pre-war export levels not only to unload grain storage capacity, but also to 

increase foreign exchange earnings and reduce the cost of logistics, which currently cuts farmers' earnings by as much 

as one-third to one-half. 

Farmers are forced to sell products at low prices, while the cost of sowing during the war has increased, with the risk 

that there will be no money left for sowing new crops in spring 2023. 
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And this is not only the lost income from agricultural exports for Ukraine. Last year, Ukraine exported six million tons 

every month and fed 400 million people around the world, so a third of them, that is more than 120 million people, will 

have problems next year. 

And only complete and unconditional unblocking of Ukrainian ports can prevent this. 

Not enough even for Ethiopia alone 

The Brave Commander ship carried 23,000 tons of grain, destined for Ethiopia, which is experiencing its worst drought 

in 40 years — plus several ethnic-based conflicts that are further exacerbating hunger for millions. Battles over the 

breakaway Tigray region have reignited, while at the same time the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) rebel group is 

fighting for greater self-determination. 

So the Brave Commander delivery is not much to cheer about. It's just enough to feed 1.5 million people for a month. 

Ethiopia alone has 120 million inhabitants, more than 20 million of whom are dependent on food aid — and three-

quarters of all World Food Program's imports there came from Ukraine and Russia before the war. The situation is even 

more dramatic in Somalia, where the Al-Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group Al-Shabaab has also regained strength. 

Kremlin-Africa calculation 

Thus, we can conclude that the grain deal has done little to alleviate the hunger crisis in Africa. 

For Putin, this is at least partly a perfidious calculation, argues Robert Kappel, professor emeritus at the Institute for 

African Studies at the University of Leipzig. 

He explains that the conspicuously Kremlin-friendly reaction of many African states to Russia's war of annihilation 

against Ukraine is also a result of Putin's blackmail. "The motto was: You ask the West to lift the sanctions, and then 

you will get the necessary supplies of grain, fertilizer and oil," Kappel told Die Welt. 

"Putin is using Africa to expand his geostrategic interests." 

Much of Africa's food needs are met by grain. As is well known, the price for this had risen by two-thirds at the 

beginning of the Ukraine war. The rate has since fallen again but is still around 20% above the pre-war level. 

Putin is trying to use hunger crises in Africa and the Middle East to trigger refugee movements in order to destabilize 

Europe, warned the former German ambassador to Russia, Rüdiger von Fritsch, in Germany's Tagesspiegel newspaper 

in May. 

Comment – By following this strategy Putin shows that sanctions are hurting Russia, hence linking them to food 

blackmail solutions. 

Impact 

Europe's energy crisis deepens - European leaders sought to ease the impact of high energy prices across the 

continent after Ukraine warned of a difficult winter, even as reporting progress Russian troops.  

European gas prices rocketed as much as 30% higher after Russia said one of its main gas supply pipelines to Europe 

would stay shut indefinitely, stoking renewed fears about shortages and gas rationing in the European Union this 

winter. European stock indexes opened lower, and the euro dropped below 99 cents for the first time in twenty years.  

The Kremlin blamed European politicians for keeping shut the Nord Stream 1, saying their economic sanctions on 

Russia had hindered Gazprom's maintenance of the pipeline. (See comment above regarding Russian linking sanctions 

to gas process). 
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Berlin waging 'hybrid war' against Moscow, claims Medvedev - Ex-Russian President Dmitry Medvedev 

accused Germany of waging a "hybrid war" against Russia on Sunday, which he said justified turning off Russian gas 

supplies to the country.  

These statements come as relations between Germany and Russia, already fractured by the Ukraine war, are buckling 

under even more strain, with Moscow suspending gas deliveries via the Nord Stream gas pipeline. 

"German Chancellor Olaf Scholz says that Russia is no longer a reliable energy supplier," said Medvedev. "Firstly, 

Germany is an unfriendly country, secondly it has imposed sanctions against the entire Russian economy ... and it 

delivers lethal weapons to Ukraine.” 

"In other words, she [Germany] has declared hybrid war against Russia," he continued. "Germany is behaving like an 

enemy of Russia ... and this uncle [Scholz] is surprised that the Germans are having small problems with the gas." 

Russian energy giant Gazprom has indefinitely suspended gas deliveries via the Nord Stream pipeline, officially due to 

an oil leak on a turbine. 

Many European officials believe Moscow is weaponizing energy to blackmail countries over their support of Ukraine 

ahead of what is set to be a difficult winter. 

Russian influencers are reacting as companies exit Russia over Ukraine conflict - Russian influencers are 

speaking out against foreign companies boycotting Russia over the war in Ukraine, though government bans on 

Facebook and Instagram are not stopping them from getting the message out. 

Social media influencers are often maligned for their vapidity, but as the Russian army moves across Ukraine some of 

Russia’s biggest digital influencers have become beacons of resistance. Many are speaking out about their unease at 

the speed and brutality with which the Russian president is leading his country to war. Ukrainian influencers, 

meanwhile, are also braving the risks of attack from the advancing army to make sure to document the horror of war in 

mainland Europe. 

Some of Russia’s biggest names in the digital sphere have spoken out against war. The daughter of Dmitry Peskov, 

Vladimir Putin’s press secretary, posted a message reading “No to war” on her Instagram story, before quickly deleting 

it. Max Galkin, the husband of Alla Pugacheva, and one of Russia’s biggest stars, posted a black square on Instagram 

and the message “Нет войне!” (“no to war!”) to his 9.4m followers. Fashion designer Svetlana Taccori took time out of 

Milan fashion week to post a photo holding a Ukrainian flag and the same message. Influencer Lova Olala painted the 

Russian and Ukrainian flag on each cheek and the caption “I have nothing to say.” The independent Russian journalist 

Ilya Varlamov has posted regular photos and videos highlighting Russian brutality, calling for a cessation of violence in 

Ukraine. 

Niki Proshin, a 27-year-old Russian TikToker with 750,000 followers, started posting about the invasion of Ukraine as 

soon as Russian troops crossed the border. He posted a single video to TikTok addressing the many questions he 

received from his followers asking for his thoughts on Ukraine. He spoke out about the war, and about his anger that 

Vladimir Putin launched the attack at night. “Showing my opinion publicly helps foreigners understand Russian people 

more and helps to keep the bridge between normal people outside of Russia, and normal people in Russia,” says 

Proshin. He followed it up with another video, taken live at street protests in his home city of St Petersburg. 

Yet many of his friends spoke out, choosing to post images of black squares on Instagram or videos speaking out against 

the invasion. “The current situation touched us much more than the events of the last year,” he said. 

Xenia Tchoumitcheva, born in the Russian mountain city of Magnitogorsk, chose a black and white picture of an 

espresso as the backdrop for her pronouncement on the invasion. “In my veins run both Russian and Ukrainian blood,” 
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she wrote. “I don’t have any political knowledge nor opinion, but all I can say is I am always against war and for the 

people,” she wrote to her 2 million followers. 

The risk for Russian influencers, celebrities and journalists in speaking out against the Russian dictator is obvious – 

those who don’t toe the government line can find themselves arrested or worse, as those being arrested for protesting 

on the streets in Russia know well. But considering their reach, a well-timed statement to millions on Instagram or 

TikTok can inflict considerable reputational damage to Putin’s claims of unity behind his cause. 

Federal agents search US properties of Russian tycoon Vekselberg - Federal agents in the United States have 

searched several properties linked to Russian oligarch Viktor Vekselberg, whose superyacht was seized in Spain earlier 

this year at the request of the United States. 

No further details were provided, while the mentioned properties are believed to be linked to the 65-year-old 

Vekselberg, who is known as a close ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

Maersk to sell Russian terminal investment - Maersk has entered into an agreement to divest its investment in 

Russia’s largest container terminal operator, five months after announcing its planned withdrawal from the business 

after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

In a report recently, industry magazine The Maritime Executive said Maersk had previously ended container operations 

in and out of Russia while reporting that it was seeking to divest its minority interest in Global Ports Investments, which 

runs seven container terminals, cargo, bulk, and roll-on/roll-off operations primarily in the Baltic. 

Containment 

Poland to order 48 Krab howitzers for nearly 

$800 million - Poland will order 48 more AHS Krab 

self-propelled  howitzers and 36 accompanying 

vehicles from local arms producer Huta Stalowa 

Wola for 3.8 billion zlotys ($797 million), National 

Defence Minister Mariusz Blaszczak said on Monday. 

"This is a second contract, the first was concluded in 

2016, and is still being implemented ... the contract 

value is 3.8 billion zlotys," Blaszczak said. 

In 2016, the Polish military ordered 96 self-propelled 

howitzers from Huta Stalowa Wola to be delivered 

by 2024. 

The AHS Krab has a maximum firing range of 40 kilometres. 

Russia's invasion on Ukraine, which Moscow calls a "special military operation" has raised security fears among many 

former eastern bloc countries, and NATO member Poland has vowed to boost defence spending to 3% of gross 

domestic product and more than double the size of its army to deter any attacks. 
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More German troops begin arriving in 

Lithuania - Around a hundred German soldiers 

arrived in Lithuania on  Sunday, after Germany 

pledged to bolster its presence on NATO's eastern 

flank following Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

The troops drove off the ferry in the port city of 

Klaipeda. 

They were to make up the command unit of a new 

brigade, a group usually made up of around 4,000 

soldiers. 

"Our message to our allies here, on the eastern flank, 

is that we are committed to ensuring security," said the brigade's commander Christian Nawrat. 

The command unit would remain permanently in the Baltic nation, while combat units would join them for exercises, 

he added. 

A high-ranking member of the German military said the first drills could be held in October. 

Germany, which heads up a NATO battle group in Lithuania, already has around 1,500 German soldiers in Lithuania. 

US Navy ship takes part in Baltic Sea training - A US Navy amphibious assault ship, USS Kearsarge, yesterday 

participated in international training in the Baltic Sea on Sunday, amid soaring tensions in the region.  

The Kearsarge is the first Wasp class ship to take part in a global exercise in the Baltics in at least two decades.  

“It’s a first off for us in recent memory and it’s been very exciting,” said Captain Tom Foster, Commanding Officer of the 

Kearsarge. 

With some other US Navy ships, the Kearsarge has been training for several months with the militaries of Sweden and 

Finland, which formally applied to join NATO after Russia invaded Ukraine in February. The training mission is to 

promote safety and security in the region. 

“In the past several months, we have been operating in the Baltics and in the Mediterranean," said Captain Aaron 

Kelley, Commander of the Kearsarge Amphibious Group. 

"We’ll continue to operate in those areas," said Kelley. "Always the goal there is promoting safety and security in those 

regions and in international waters.” The USS Kearsarge allows for training by such aircraft as AV-8B Harriers, UH-1 Y 

Venom and AH-1Z Viper helicopters as well as MV-22 Osprey planes. 

GeoMilitary 

U.S. flies B-52 bombers over Middle East in show of force - Two U.S. B-52 bombers flew a mission over the 

Middle East on Saturday in an apparent show of force in the region, the fourth of its kind this year, the U.S. Air Force 

announced Sunday. 

Why it matters: The latest flyover comes as the U.S. and Iran struggle to reach an agreement on reviving the 2015 

nuclear deal. The U.S. has frequently flown such missions at points of high tension with Iran, per AP. 
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The big picture: The nuclear-capable B-52 departed from a Royal Air Force (RAF) base in Fairford, England, and "flew 

over the Eastern Mediterranean, Arabian Peninsula and Red Sea before departing the region," the Air Force said in a 

statement. 

• The U.S. bombers were accompanied by warplanes from the RAF, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, while 

representatives from 16 nations helped organize logistical support, per the press release. 

• Israeli warplanes also accompanied the mission, though their presence was omitted from the U.S. release. 

• The Israeli military said that several of its fighter jets joined the mission “through Israel’s skies on their way to 

the (Persian) Gulf,” adding that working with the U.S. military is critical to “maintaining aerial security in Israel 

and the Middle East," AP reported. 

• The last flyover mission of this kind was in June, the press release noted. 

GeoPolitics 

Czech Republic condemns Erdogan’s remarks - The Czech Republic, currently holding the EU’s rotating 

presidency, condemned recent remarks by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan against Greece as “unacceptable.” 

In a message on Twitter Saturday, the Czech Foreign Ministry said that the fostering of dialogue between the EU and 

Turkey is one of the “goals” of the Czech presidency. “Unacceptable threatening of EU member states, like the one 

addressed to Greece in President Erdogan’s recent public speech, is extremely unhelpful in this regard,” it added. 

Speaking at an aerial technology festival in Samsun where Turkey showcased the prototype of an unmanned fighter jet 

Saturday, Erdogan threatened Greece to “come down suddenly one night.” 

Sanctions 

Kremlin claims sanctions are holding up natural gas supplies - In some of the bluntest comments yet on the 

standoff between Moscow and Western Europe over energy supplies, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said problems 

with pumping the gas occurred “because of the sanctions.” 

“Other reasons that would cause problems with the pumping don’t exist,” Peskov claimed. 

The sanctions on Moscow and Russian companies have created problems with equipment maintenance, he said, 

though that claim has been refuted by Western governments and engineers. 

Russian energy company Gazprom announced Friday that a suspension of gas supplies heading westwards through the 

Nord Stream 1 pipeline would be extended indefinitely because oil leaks in turbines need fixing. 

That move brought a surge in European natural gas prices and walloped global stock markets. 

High energy prices and possible shortages this winter in Western Europe have set alarm bells ringing among 

governments, notably those in the European Union. 

Comment – Once again, Russia is showing, by its statements and tactics, the effectiveness of Western sanctions. Why 

else would they couple actions with sanctions? 


