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Conflict Update # 118 

July 12th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Kremlin is reportedly sourcing Iranian 

UAVs likely to improve Russian aerial 

reconnaissance and indirect fire accuracy in 

Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted limited and 

unsuccessful ground assaults north of 

Slovyansk and east of Siversk. 

Russian forces continued air and artillery 

strikes around Bakhmut and Avdiivka. 

Russian forces conducted multiple 
unsuccessful ground assaults north of Kharkiv 

City. 

Russian forces likely conducted a false-

flag attack on the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power 

Plant in occupied Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported 

that Ukrainian strikes killed multiple Russian 

officers in Kherson City on July 10. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike 
Russian ammunition depots on the Southern 

Axis. 

Ukraine kills six additional senior Russian 

officers in last 24 hours – Reports have beeen 

received of Division Commander Colonel Aleksei Gorobets, 20th Guards Motorized Rifle Division Deputy Commander 

Colonel Sergey Kens, 20th Guards Motorized Rifle Division Deputy Artillery Commander Lieutenant Colonel Alexander 

Gordeev, 22nd Army Corps Chief of Staff Major General Artyom Nasbulin,  Deputy Commander of the 106th Airborne 

Assault Division Colonel Sergey Kuzminov and Chief of Staff of the 16th Separate Guards SPETSNAZ Brigade Major Dmitriy 

Semenov having been killed in the past day. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces attempted ground 

assaults north of Slovyansk on July 12. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 

ground assaults toward Dovhenke, Mazanivka, Krasnopillia, and Dolyna west of the E40 highway and Mayaky and Ivanivka 

east of the E40 highway.  
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ISW has not observed evidence of Russian forces crossing 

the Siverskyi Donets River near Mayaky and Sydorove, but 

Russian forces may seek to do so to push south to the E40 

highway. Such a push could be an effort to encircle the 

Ukrainian salient between Dolyna, Bohorodychne, Pryshb, 

and Mayaky given that the Russian frontal assaults against 

Dolyna and Bohordodychne have been unsuccessful. The 

many water features in this area make such a maneuver 

difficult, however. Russian forces continued shelling areas 

west, northwest, and northeast of Slovyansk including 

Mazanivka, Dibrovne, Barvinkove, Velyka Komyshuvakha, 

and Chepil. Russian forces will likely continue to strike 

areas around Slovyansk to set conditions for a renewed 

offensive toward Slovyansk and Kramatorsk. 

Russian forces attempted a limited ground assault east of 

Siversk near the Luhansk Oblast border on July 12. UGS 

stated that Russian forces suffered serious losses during a 

failed assault toward Spirne and Ivano-Darivka. The UK 

Ministry of Defense confirmed that Russian forces seized 

Hryhorivka, northeast of Siversk.  

Russian forces continued firing on areas along the line of 

contact, including Kryva Luka, Verhnokamianske, Spirne, 

and Serebryanka, likely to continue setting conditions for an 

eventual assault toward Siversk. 

They conducted air and artillery strikes to the northeast, 

east, and south of Bakhmut on July 12. UGS reported that 

Russian forces in the Bakhmut and Novopavlivka directions 

are trying to improve their tactical positions and are striking 

along the line of contact to restrain Ukrainian forces. 

Russian forces continued heavy fire along the line of contact 

to restrain Ukrainian forces north of Donetsk City on July 12. 

UGS reported that Russian forces shelled areas to the north 



 

3 
 

and west of Donetsk City, including Avdiivka, Kurakhove, and Marinka. Russian forces will likely continue to fire on 

Ukrainian positions in and around Avdiivka to fix them in place. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces conducted multiple unsuccessful ground assaults on 

Dementiivka on July 12. Persistent Russian attacks against Dementiivka are likely intended to disrupt ongoing Ukrainian 

counterattacks from Prudyanka north toward Russian positions in Tsupivka. UGS reported that Russian forces fired 

artillery and rocket fire salvo systems at Kharkiv City districts and nearby settlements to the north and northeast. The 

Derhachi Regional Administration reported that positional battles are ongoing in the northern part of Derhachivskyi 

Raion. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to hold defensive 

positions along the Southern Axis on July 12. The 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command 

reported that Ukrainian forces stopped a Russian 

sabotage and reconnaissance group of up to 10 

servicemen in an unspecified settlement in 

Beryslav district, Kherson Oblast. 

UGS noted that enemy forces continued to shell 

settlements along the Kherson Oblast 

administrative border and carried out airstrikes on 

Zarichne in northwestern Kherson Oblast. They 

launched artillery and missile strikes against 

Mykolaiv City and its outskirts, and the Ukrainian 

Southern Command noted that Russian forces 

used S-300 air defense systems to strike ground 

targets. Social media footage also showed large 

convoys of Russian military trucks in Melitopol, 

reportedly moving in the direction of Kherson City 

to replenish Russian ammunition depots. 

Russian forces likely conducted false-flag attacks 

in Enerhodar, Zaporizhia Oblast, amidst Ukrainian 

official announcements for civilians to evacuate 

from occupied territories. Ukrainian Vice Prime 

Minister Iryna Vereschuk made another 

announcement on July 10 calling on civilians to 

evacuate occupied settlements in Kherson and 

Zaporizhia Oblast before the start of Ukrainian counteroffensives, even if that required civilians to flee to occupied 

Crimea.  

Vereschuk made similar announcements on July 8 and June 20, noting that Russian forces seek to hold Ukrainian civilians 

as human shields to hinder Ukrainian counteroffensives along the Southern Axis.  

Social media users from Enerhodar reported a series of explosions and smoke rising from the industrial zone in the city, 

and geolocated imagery showed that the smoke originated from the direction of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant 

(NPP) on July 12. Pro-Kremlin sources claimed that Ukrainian forces shelled Enerhodar and used three loitering munitions 
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near the Zaporizhzhia NPP; pro-Russian Telegram channel Rybar claimed that Ukrainian forces are insinuating panic to 

encourage civilian evacuations.  

Enerhodar Mayor Dmytro Orlov said that Russian forces staged the attacks on Enerhodar to cause panic and rapid 

evacuation at the nearby checkpoint in Vasylivka (approximately 45 km south of Zaporizhia City). Russian forces 

reportedly closed the Vasylivka checkpoint on July 12 and are also preventing Melitopol residents from leaving that city.  

Orlov previously warned on July 10 that Russian forces gathered media representatives in Enerhodar to stage a 

provocation at the Zaporizhzhia NPP. Russian forces may have staged a provocation in anticipation of a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive or to spin Ukrainian attacks on ammunition dumps across the Southern Axis as an effort to target 

civilians or civilian infrastructure. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian ammunition depots in southern Ukraine on July 11 and July 12. The Ukrainian 

Southern Operational Command confirmed that Ukrainian forces destroyed ammunition depots in Nova Khakovka and 

Charivne, approximately 60 km east and 65 km northeast of Kherson City.  

Russian-appointed officials and pro-Kremlin outlets claimed that Ukrainian forces targeted civilians and killed seven 

residents, but Ukrainian Strategic Command denied those claims. Social media users from Terpinnya, Myrne, and 

Semenivka (just north of Melitopol) also observed approximately 25 explosions, with unconfirmed reports of fires in the 

area of the local Ministry of Emergency Situations building where Russian forces assembled a military base. ISW cannot 

independently verify these reports. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Ukrainian strikes on a Russian base in Kherson City on July 10 killed 20th 

Guards Motorized Rifle Division Commander Colonel Aleksei Gorobets, 20th Guards Motorized Rifle Division Deputy 

Commander Colonel Sergey Kens, and 20th Guards Motorized Rifle Division Deputy Artillery Commander Lieutenant 

Colonel Alexander Gordeev.  

Ukrainian sources reported the strikes also killed 22nd Army Corps Chief of Staff Major General Artyom Nasbulin, though 

Russian sources have not confirmed that loss as of this publication. The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence Directorate 

(GUR) intercepted a call in which a Russian serviceman claimed that a Ukrainian strike on the main Russian command 

post in Kherson Oblast killed 12 servicemen but did not specify the location of the command post. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian forces are reportedly forming a new brigade-level combat unit 

in Kherson Oblast and are continuing to face personnel shortages. The GUR reported that Russian forces are recruiting 

Russian officers to staff a new brigade-level unit in Kherson Oblast, but officers are refusing to participate in the 

deployment.  

The GUR also reported that Russian military command dismissed over 26 servicemen of the 38th Anti-Aircraft Missile 

Brigade who refused to participate in the war. The Russia-based “Free Buryatia Foundation” (a small ethnic minorities’ 

rights organization established after the Russian invasion of Ukraine) reported that 150 Buryat servicemen refused to 

fight and returned home on July 7.  

The BBC had previously confirmed that the Republic of Buryatia has lost 207 servicemen of the 4,515 servicemen killed 

in action whom the BBC was able to verify. The Buryatia region losses were the second-highest of any region in the partial 

data presented by the investigation. 

Russian forces have reportedly lost other higher-level officers in combat in addition to the casualties among the 20th 

Motorized Rifle Division command echelons noted above, although the timing of these deaths is unclear. The Ukrainian 

Strategic Command reported on July 11 that Ukrainian forces killed Deputy Commander of the 106th Airborne Assault 

Division Colonel Sergey Kuzminov and Chief of Staff of the 16th Separate Guards SPETSNAZ Brigade Major Dmitriy 

Semenov.  
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Russian outlet Baza also reported on July 12 that a Ukrainian sabotage group attacked the Alania volunteer battalion in 

Huliaipole, eastern Zaporizhia Oblast, while Head of North Ossetian Republic Sergey Menyaylo was with the battalion on 

an unspecified past date; the attack injured several battalion members but not Menyaylo himself.[42] Such losses indicate 

that higher-level Russian commanders continue to oversee tactical maneuvers on the active frontlines and are suffering 

as a result. 

Activity in Russian-occupied - Employees of the Ukrainian electric energy company Kharkivoblenergo refused to work 

under Russian occupation authorities in Vovchansk, Kharkiv Oblast, on July 12. The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported 

that Russian occupation authorities subsequently threatened to send unwilling Kharkivoblenergo workers to a 

concentration camp at the Vovchansky Aggregate Plant (a private joint-stock engineering company that produces various 

intermediary goods like pumps and aircraft components) in Vovchansk. 

Russian forces remain in a theater-wide operational pause in Ukraine - Russian forces continue to regroup, 

rest, refit, and reconstitute; bombard critical areas to set conditions for future ground offensives; and conduct limited 

probing attacks. The Russian Ministry of Defense did not claim any new territorial control on July 12.  

ISW has previously noted that an operational pause does not mean a cessation of attacks. Current Russian offensive 

actions are likely meant to prepare for future offensives, the timing of which remains unclear. 

Iran Preparing To Send Drones To Russia For 

Use In Ukraine War - U.S. national-security adviser 

Jake Sullivan told reporters on July 11 that Washington 

has information that shows Iran is preparing to train 

Russian forces to use the drones, pictured right.  

Sullivan said it was a sign that Russia's massive 

bombardments in Ukraine -- which have allowed 

Moscow to consolidate gains in eastern Ukraine 

following setbacks around Kyiv -- are "coming at a cost 

to the sustainment of its own weapons." 

‘Shell hunger’: Russia is being hit hard by Ukraine’s ammo dump offensive – but more Nato rockets are 

needed - The arrival of advanced Western weaponry has allowed Ukraine to destroy up to 25 Russian ammunition 

dumps and command posts in the last three weeks, causing the Kremlin what one Russian blogger has called a ‘wild shell 

hunger.’  

Ukrainian Troops Blitz Column of Russian 

Tanks - Ukrainian soldiers blitzed a column of 

Russian tanks in rural Luhansk, as images released 

by Ukrainian military officials show.  

The 24th Mechanized Brigade, named after King 

Danylo, of the Ukrainian Ground Forces, said they 

carried out the attack in the eastern Ukrainian 

region of Luhansk Oblast. 

The Ukrainian brigade said Saturday: "Artillerymen 

of the Royal Brigade broke up a column of Russian 

invaders. 
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Russian losses – The General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine reported that between February 24 and July 11, 

Russia had lost about 37,400 personnel killed and 112,200 injured, 1,645 tanks, 3,828 armored combat vehicles, 838 

artillery units, 247 multiple launch rocket systems, 109 air defense systems, 217 warplanes, 188 helicopters, 676 drones, 

155 cruise missiles, 15 warships, 2,696 motor vehicles and fuel tankers, and 66 units of special equipment. 

Ukraine Says It Has Launched Southern Counteroffensive As Russia Blasts Eastern Cities - Ukraine's military 

says it has launched a major counteroffensive in the south of the country as it seeks to recapture territory taken earlier 

by Russian troops, even as Kremlin forces continue to blast eastern Ukraine in their drive to take the crucial Donbas 

region. 

The Ukrainian southern command on July 12 said it had struck an ammunition depot in the Russian-held town of Nova 

Kakhovka, resulting in a massive blast captured on social media and the deaths of several Russian soldiers. 

"Based on the results of our rocket and artillery units, the enemy lost 52 [soldiers], an Msta-B howitzer, a mortar, and 

seven armored and other vehicles, as well as an ammunition depot in Nova Kakhovka," Ukraine's southern military 

command said in a statement. 

Ukrainian rockets hit Russian-held area as Kyiv readies southern counter-attack - Ukraine said on Tuesday it 

had carried out a long-range rocket strike against Russian forces and military equipment in southern Ukraine, territory it 

says it is planning to retake in a counter-offensive using hundreds of thousands of troops. 

The strike hit an ammunition dump in the town of Nova Kakhovka in the Kherson region and killed 52 people, Ukraine's 

military said. It came after Washington supplied Ukraine with advanced HIMARS mobile artillery systems which Kyiv says 

its forces are using with growing efficiency. 

Ukraine Says It's Pushing Back Against Russian Forces Trying To Advance West - A regional governor said 

Ukrainian forces were pushing back against Russian efforts to advance into the eastern Donetsk region, as Ukraine 

officials urged Western allies to send more weapons. 

In a post to Telegram on July 9, Serhiy Hayday, head of the Luhansk regional administration, reported heavy Russian 

shelling of towns amid attacks from several directions. 

Mykhaylo Podolyak, a top Ukrainian presidential adviser and negotiator, said Russia had been forced to pause operations 

to replenish troops and equipment. 

Britain’s Defense Ministry, meanwhile, said Russia appeared to be using older, outdated vehicles to get troops to the 

front lines and suggested that Russia might be running low on some weaponry. 

In Russia's Poorest Regions, Mothers And Wives Are Fighting To Bring Their Soldiers Back Home - "My 

brother was sent for 333 exercises," said a woman from the south Siberian region of Buryatia about her relative serving 

in the Russian military in Ukraine. "He didn't sign up for a war in another country. It was basically a deception. Only on 

the eve of the invasion were they informed they would cross the border." 

The woman, who asked not to be identified for fear of repercussions for her anti-war activities, is one of a growing 

number of mothers, sisters, and partners of Russian soldiers from poor regions like Buryatia and Tyva who are coming 

together to press officials to let their loved ones return home. 

The rights group Free Buryatia reported on July 11 that about 150 soldiers from that region had successfully refused 

further deployment to Ukraine and had returned home on July 9. Before being sent back, the soldiers were reportedly 

held at a closed military base and threatened with criminal prosecution. The head of Free Buryatia, Aleksandra 
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Garmazhapova, congratulated the soldiers in a post on Facebook, telling them they had "saved their own lives and the 

lives of others." 

At the end of June, more than a dozen wives and mothers of Buryat soldiers issued a video appeal to Buryatia Governor 

Aleksei Tsydenov, urging him to bring home their loved ones from Ukraine. 

Since the early days of Russia's invasion, analysts and activists have noted that impoverished, non-ethnic Russian regions 

like Tyva and Buryatia, including North Caucasus regions like North Ossetia and Daghestan, have suffered 

disproportionate per capita casualties in the war. Although the Russian authorities have not released comprehensive 

casualty figures, RFE/RL has recorded 159 military deaths from Buryatia. More than 100 have been officially 

acknowledged in Tyva. 

Young men from such regions often see military contract service as their only escape from poverty. Average income in 

Tyva is 10,000-15,000 rubles ($170-260) a month. 

The Russian draft operates on an annua basis and triggers April 1st every year. The Kremlin is trying to get soldiers to 

return to war service as it is running out of alternatives. 

Impacts 

Kremlin Faces Problems Having Russian Regions Integrate Ukraine and Belarus - Given how centralized the 

Soviet Union was and Putin’s Russia is today, the role regions within the Russian Federation have played in promoting 

Kremlin policies in neighboring countries is often overlooked.  

But in Soviet times, Moscow regularly employed regions and republics along the USSR’s Western border as agents to 

integrate Soviet bloc countries; similarly, it used better-off regions within the country to promote growth in less well-off 

areas. Now, Putin has assigned Russian regions in general and those bordering Ukraine and Belarus in particular an 

equally important role in providing assistance to parts of both countries: rebuilding Ukraine after the widespread 

destruction of the war and promoting region-to-region contact in support of Putin’s drive toward a possible union state 

with the two countries. 

Two major differences stand in stark contrast between Putin’s efforts and that of his Soviet predecessors, however. On 

the one hand, unlike Soviet leaders, the current Kremlin leader is using this strategy to shift the burden of his foreign 

policy away from Moscow and to wholly hide the true costs of his expansionist plans from the Russian people.  

And on the other, Russian regions in many cases are resisting pressure from the center and doing little or nothing to carry 

out Moscow’s plans. Thus, what worked more or less smoothly in Soviet times may not work as Putin intends now. 

On May 19, Sergey Kiriyenko, head of the domestic policy section of the Russian Presidential Administration, announced 

that Putin had decided to revive the Soviet-era system of patronage so that Russian regions could help regions in Ukraine 

now occupied by Russian forces rebuild and develop.  

Sources in the Presidential Administration have told Meduza that the idea of such patronage systems was something 

Putin recalled from Soviet times and from Russian efforts following the Anschluss of Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014, when 

Moscow ordered 16 regions to help develop the peninsula. Now, the Kremlin faces even bigger challenges and is seeking 

more help but faces serious problems in securing it. 

In the wake of Kiriyenko’s announcement, 42 of Russia’s regional governments, just over half, quickly declared that they 

would help. But since then, problems have persisted, and the actual number committed to doing so is much smaller—

forcing Moscow to pressure the regions rather than being able to count on their volunteering. 
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Some governors have been unwilling to take part because of problems in their own regions. Others are stonewalling 

because of uncertainty about where Moscow will acquire the money and personnel for such patronage efforts. And still, 

others have argued that the entire project lacks an adequate legal definition. Because of this resistance, which may also 

reflect more general unhappiness about Putin’s war, as of ten days ago, only 18 regions are now saying they will 

participate, paling in comparison to the enthusiastic support expected by the Kremlin. As a result, Russian government 

sources tell Meduza that the program is about to become compulsory, with the center directing the regions as to what 

aid they are to provide and how they are to finance it—thereby creating a new source of tension between Moscow and 

its federal subjects. 

If Moscow cannot convince the regions to do its bidding to the extent the center wants, it likely will be compelled to 

increase repression at home and finance more of the reconstruction of Ukraine from the center’s budget and reserves, 

thereby simultaneously angering people in the regions and highlighting just how expensive Putin’s war continues to be 

for Russians. Both of these possibilities will have an impact on the domestic political situation in the Russian Federation 

and on longer-term prospects of integrating, and possibly annexing, portions of Ukraine now occupied by Russian forces. 

Russia Pushes for Economic Mobilization Amid War and Sanctions - While Western economic sanctions are 

aggravating Russia`s business climate and leading toward its largest economic crisis since 1991, Russia is hoping to cope 

with the impending crisis by replacing vestiges of its market economy with command-style administrative regulations 

and a planned economy.  

While rumors about the inevitability of economic mobilization started to circulate in late spring, the first solid step in this 

direction was made in early July 2022, when a corresponding proposal was supported by both the chambers of the 

Russian Duma and the Federation Council. Now, Putin has to sign the decree to convert it into law. 

Based on information currently available, four important details must be highlighted.  

• First, irrespective of their form of ownership (public or private), Russia-based companies will not be able to turn 

down a government-offered contract on the delivery of requested goods or services. 

• Secondly, the document clearly draws on the fact that, without “special measures” in the economic realm, 

problems already experienced by the Russian Armed Forces in terms of repairmen and maintenance of military 

equipment will amplify. Russia does not have an effective solution for this issue aside from pooling all its 

resources with the help of command-style administrative measures. 

• Thirdly, the defense-industrial complex and its needs will be prioritized over the needs of other branches of 

Russia`s economy. This concerns allocation of both critical natural and human resources. Of particular note, the 

government will seek expansion of its right to tailor worktime and work schedules at its own convenience. 

• Fourthly, so-called “power ministries”—the Federal Security Service (FSB), Ministry of Emergency Situations and 

National Guard (Rosgvardia)—will be given the authority to change the terms and conditions of any contract 

even after it is signed. 

With their planes grounded, Russia’s Jewish oligarchs see consequences of Putin ties - When Russia invaded 

Ukraine on Feb. 24, attention swiftly fell on influential Russians and others who would likely face economic sanctions as 

part of the international response to the unprovoked war. 

Among the previously identified potential targets for sanctions were a host of Jewish oligarchs, men who had profited 

through their involvement in businesses tied to the Russian government. Now, nearly five months later, almost all of 

them have indeed faced steep consequences for their ties to Russia and its president, Vladimir Putin. 

Of the 18 Jewish oligarchs identified as likely sanctions targets by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in March 15 are now 

subject to them. Together, they are worth over $120 billion. 
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They are among thousands of Russians who have been sanctioned since the war’s onset, including more than 1,200 by 

the United States. 

Many of the Russian Jewish men who now face travel bans and frozen assets have connections with European and 

American Jewish organizations, often through their philanthropic giving. Their sanctions have started to ripple through 

the Jewish giving world; for example, the three founders of the Genesis Philanthropy Group all stepped down from the 

board after being sanctioned, and a former member of the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, urged a boycott of the annual 

Genesis Prize ceremony in Jerusalem. 

Widening of conflict 

Who Should Speak on Behalf of Belarusians? - In-person polling in Belarus by opposition-minded sociologists has 

been considered taboo for quite some time. At the beginning of July 2022, the results of two national surveys, both using 

indirect polling techniques, were publicized: an online survey conducted in June 2022 by Chatham House and a mid-May 

2022 telephone survey by the Belarusian Analytical Workroom. 

Despite different polling techniques, the results have a lot in common. For one, in both cases, most respondents (85 and 

85.1 percent, respectively) would not like the Belarusian army to join Russia’s military operation in Ukraine. For another, 

both surveys show parity between the number of those in favor and against Russia’s actions in Ukraine, with a slight 

majority supporting the latter.  

Additionally, on the issue of geopolitical preferences—that is the choice between the European Union and Russia—the 

advantage goes to the Russian Federation, according to both surveys. Moreover, according to Chatham House, the pull 

of Russia and the European bloc has slightly increased (Belarusians became even more geopolitically polarized), but 

willingness to integrate with the Kremlin increased slightly more. Thus, in June 2022, 37 percent of those polled by 

Chatham House preferred Belarus’s union with Russia, whereas in September 2020, only 27 percent did; the numbers for 

EU support are 9 percent in 2020 and 18 percent in 2022. 

Since few Belarusians want full unification with Russia, the war has affected Belarusian attitudes in different ways 

compared to Ukrainians and Russians. According to Vardomatsky, in the Ukrainian and Russian cases, people have 

consolidated around the national flags, which shows up in the extremely high approval ratings for Ukrainian President 

Zelenskyy and Russian President Putin in their respective countries.  

In contrast, Belarusians are “consolidating without a flag”—that is, support for their president does not bring people 

together. Rather, Belarusians common reluctance to participate in the war is what unites them. On that, both supporters 

and detractors of Belarusian President Lukashenka are agreed.  

In Drakakhrust’s opinion, this commonality pertains to the Belarusian nomenklatura just as much as to the Belarusian 

general public. Bureaucrats in Belarus fear both enforced participation in the war and enforced unification with Russia. 

US warns it will defend Philippines in South China Sea - US Secretary of State Antony Blinken called on China to 

stick to its international law obligations and promised any attack on the Philippines would trigger a US military response 

in the South China Sea. 

The United States has warned it will defend the Philippines against any attack on its ships or aircraft in the South China 

Sea. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken made the statement on the sixth anniversary of a 2016 decision by an international 

arbitration tribunal that largely ruled in favor of the Philippines over the disputed maritime border. China did not 

participate in the arbitration. 
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"We re-affirm that an armed attack on Philippine armed forces ... would invoke US mutual defense commitments," 

Blinken said in a statement on Tuesday. The mutual defense commitments stem from a 1951 treaty between the allies. 

"We call again on the People's Republic of China to abide by its obligations under international law and cease its 

provocative behavior," he added. 

Sanctions 

Lithuanian customs exempt fertilizers from Kaliningrad’s transit ban - Lithuanian customs intend to exempt 

certain types of fertilizers transiting from Russia to Kaliningrad. As a result, around 837,500 tons of potassium chloride 

and 1,58 million tons of mineral and chemical fertilizers could be transported via Lithuania annually. 

EU Says Members Have Frozen $13.8 Billion In Russian Assets Since Start Of War - European Union member 

states have so far frozen Russian assets worth $13.8 billion since Russia began its invasion of Ukraine, EU Justice 

Commissioner Didier Reynders has said. 

"For the moment, we have frozen -- coming from oligarchs and other entities -- 13.8 billion euros [$13.8 billion], so it's 

quite huge," Reynders told reporters in Prague on July 12 ahead of an informal meeting of EU justice ministers. 

"But I must say that a very large part of it, more than 12 billion...is coming from five member states," he added. 

Oil majors face output slump, deep losses if Russia stops Kazakh pipeline - Western energy majors will cut 

output and lose billions of dollars if Russia, as is feared, suspends a pipeline that is almost the only export route for oil 

from land-locked Kazakhstan, company sources, traders and analysts say. 

The closure of the CPC pipeline that carries oil from Kazakhstan to the Black Sea Russian export terminal in the port of 

Novorossiisk, pictured below, would shut in more than 1% of global oil supply, exacerbating what is already the most 

severe energy crunch since the Arab oil embargo in the 1970s. 

The pipeline, which runs through 

Russian territory and is owned by 

a consortium of Western, Asian, 

Russian and Kazakh companies, 

has been in the spotlight since 

Russia on 24 February invaded 

Ukraine in what Moscow calls a 

“special military operation.” 

Last Wednesday (6 July), a court 

in Novorossiisk ordered CPC to 

suspend operations for 30 days, 

citing concern about oil spill 

management. 

Major oil companies, including 

Chevron, Exxon Mobil, Shell and 

Italy’s Eni, in addition to several 

Russian and Kazakh firms have stakes in the CPC. Western companies also hold stakes in Kazakh oilfields. 

The CPC pipeline is the route for nearly all Kazakh oil exports. 
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Three sources at Western oil companies operating in Kazakhstan, asking not to be named because of the sensitivity of 

the issue, said they expected a prolonged CPC pipeline suspension. 

One trader at a Western major said such an outage would result in a decline of 50 million tonnes of oil per year (1 million 

bpd) because land-locked Kazakhstan has limited alternative export routes. 

Many Western companies have exited operations in Russia, with oil majors among the first to leave in the days after the 

conflict began. Western sanctions have disrupted Russian exports and pushed up energy prices. 

Humanitarian 

Russia ‘Exploiting’ Holocaust, Pushing Antisemitism to Justify Ukraine Invasion - A new report issued by the 

US State Department on Monday charged Russia with having invoked “Nazism and the horrors associated with World 

War II and the Holocaust” as justification for its invasion of Ukraine, asserting that Moscow’s bid to tar the Ukrainian 

leadership as “neo-Nazis” in the eyes of the world had unleashed a revival of antisemitic conspiracy theories. 

The report — titled “To vilify Ukraine, the Kremlin resorts to antisemitism” — reviewed a number of episodes since the 

Russian invasion at the end of February that involved Russian officials disparaging Jews or distorting the Holocaust. 

It accused Putin’s regime of trying to “manipulate international public opinion by drawing false parallels between 

Moscow’s aggression against Ukraine and the Soviet fight against Nazi Germany, a source of pride and unity for many 

people of the former Soviet republics who made enormous sacrifices during World War II, including both Ukrainians and 

Russians.” 

The difficulties encountered by Russia in persuading world opinion that Ukraine, a country with a Jewish president in 

Zelensky, was run by a national socialist regime had resulted in “increasingly ridiculous — and often self-contradictory — 

justifications,” the report argued. 

“The Kremlin falsely claims the worst Nazis were actually Jews and seeks to downplay the role of antisemitism in Nazi 

ideology,” the report stated. Among the examples cited was that of the Russian Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov, who told 

an Italian broadcaster in May, “I may be mistaken but Adolf Hitler had Jewish blood, too … The wise Jewish people say 

that the most ardent antisemites are usually Jews.” 

Containment 

Israel to send new batch of defensive equipment to Ukraine - Defense Minister Benny Gantz approves aid 

package of helmets, protective vests and more, continuing policy of not supplying Kyiv with offensive weapons. 

Defense Minister Benny Gantz on Tuesday approved a new shipment of defensive aid to Ukraine’s emergency services 

as Russia’s invasion presses on. 

The latest aid package will include 1,500 helmets, 1,500 protective vests, hundreds of mine protection suits, 1,000 gas 

masks and dozens of hazmat filtration systems, according to Gantz’s office. 

Israel has found itself at odds with Russia as it has increasingly supported Ukraine while seeking to maintain freedom of 

movement in Syria’s skies, which are largely controlled by Moscow. 

Finland, in NATO and with the F-35, forms a powerful challenge to Russia - For years, there has been little 

room for argument that Finland is laser focused on how to defend its territory. The Finns have a long history of living with 

the Russians including a century of being part of the Russian Empire itself (1809-1917). Knowing the Russians as well as 

they do, they are organized to prepare when necessary to defend against their big neighbor when a crisis erupts. 
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Unlike others in Europe, Finland never bought into the idea of East-West peace lasting forever following the collapse of 

the Soviet Union. Indeed, just months after the dissolution of the Soviet Union, the Finns inked a $3 billion agreement to 

purchase 64 F-18 fighters — a major investment at the time, even as the world seemed ready to embrace a post-Cold 

War era, a procurement that was a decision which underwrote enhanced Finnish sovereignty, while making a key tie to 

NATO interoperability even as Helsinki threaded the needle between Russia and NATO for decades more.  

That legacy was echoed when Finland announced their decision to buy the F-35 on December 10, 2021; picking the F-35 

(and not the offering from close neighbor and militarily neutral partner Sweden) clearly factored in the benefits of 

working more closely with key strategic allies to deflect Russian leader Vladimir Putin’s efforts to go back to a world in 

which Finlandization was a word. 

While Finland’s official entry into NATO still has a way to go, alliance members have already begun planning how to 

integrate Finnish airpower into its strategies to counter Russia. There is a base of knowledge to work from: Finland has 

been working cross-border airpower training for a number of years with Norway and Sweden. Now Finland will be fully 

integrated with the other F-35 partners in the region — Norway, Denmark, Poland, the Netherlands and Belgium — along 

with other F-35 operators in the US, UK and Germany. 

This means that when the Finns fly their aircraft, they will be part of a significant Intelligence, Surveillance and 

Reconnaissance (ISR) belt looking deep into areas of Russian interest and can provide C2 links to create a more integrated 

force response, dependent upon national decisions. As written for years, the F-35 is not a traditional fighter aircraft; it is 

a flying combat system whose capabilities become magnified the more F-35s are in the air. (Relatedly, the US and the 

European F-35 partners need to move more quickly on working the F-35 as an integrated force and its ability to deliver 

longer range strike against Russian targets in case of conflict.) 

This means that Putin now faces a much more integrated and lethal force which can engage across the spectrum of 

conflict. Ironically, the Russians have skillfully generated Nordic defense collaboration and much closer working 

relationships with the Balts and Poland as well. 

Given its location, Finland is really a key state affecting how the Russians play the geopolitical game along its border with 

the NATO nations. My travels to Finland and continuing discussions with Finns have taught me much about how they 

look at the evolving strategic situation. Their perspective and approach to defense modernization was well articulated 

by Jukka Juusti, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Defence, in an interview conducted during a visit to Helsinki in 

February 2018. (Robin Laird of Breaking Defense). 

Geopolitics 

China warns Kishida about pacifist Constitution amendment -  China on Monday warned the government of 

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida about any amendment of the country's pacifist Constitution, a day after his ruling 

Liberal Democratic Party won a sweeping victory in the House of Councilors election.  

Earlier Monday, Kishida pledged to push forward efforts toward swiftly proposing the controversial revision of the 

nation's US-drafted Constitution including the war-renouncing article, while China has claimed the move would lead to 

Japan's remilitarization.  

"The issue of Japan's constitutional amendment has received high attention from the international community and its 

Asian neighbors due to historical reasons," Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin told reporters in Beijing. 

"We hope that Japan will earnestly learn the lessons of history, adhere to the path of peaceful development and take 

concrete actions that would win the trust of its Asian neighbors and the international community," Wang added.  

 


