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Conflict Update # 236 

October 19th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 66,280 (+430) soldiers killed, 2,554 (6) enemy tanks, 5,235 (+16) armored  combat vehicles, 1,637 

(+15) artillery systems, 372 (+0) MLRS systems, 189 (+1) air defense systems, 269 (+1) warplanes, 242 (+0) helicopters, 

1,286 (+10) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 323 (+5) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,999 (+14) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 146 (+2) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Russia begins evacuation from Ukraine's 

south - Tens of thousands of civilians and 

Russian-appointed officials are being moved out of 

Ukraine's southern Kherson region ahead of a 

Ukrainian offensive, says the Russia-installed local 

leader. 

Saldo said 50-60,000 civilians would leave four 

towns on the west bank of the Dnieper river in an 

"organised, gradual displacement". 

All Russian-appointed departments in Kherson city 

would cross the river too. Russian TV footage 

showed a number of people gathering near the 

Dnieper. 

As they queued for boats, it was not clear how 

many were leaving. The transfer or deportation of 

civilians by an occupying power from occupied 

territory is considered a war crime. 

Late on Monday, Russia's new military 

commander in Ukraine, Gen Sergei Surovikin, 

described the situation in Kherson city, the 

regional capital, as difficult (see article below). 

Another Russian-installed official, Kirill Stremousov, warned Kherson residents that Ukrainian forces would launch an 

assault on the city "in the very near future". 

Kherson was the first major city to fall to Russian forces when they invaded Ukraine in February. However, in just a few 

weeks the Ukrainian military has recaptured territory in the north of the region and pushed as far as 30km (19 miles) 

south along the Dnieper, threatening to trap Russian troops. 
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The Kremlin now claims Kherson and three other Ukrainian regions to be part of Russia - a claim rejected 

internationally. 

Russian forces continued to target 
critical Ukrainian civilian infrastructure with 

air, missile, and drone strikes. 

Russian troops conducted a limited 

ground attack in northern Kharkiv Oblast, 

seemingly suggesting that Russian forces may 

retain territorial aspirations in Kharkiv Oblast 

despite massive losses during recent 

Ukrainian counteroffensives. 

Current and former US officials 
confirmed that members of Iran's Islamic 

Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) are in 

Russian-occupied Crimea to train Russian 

forces on how to use the Iranian drones they 

purchased, thereby enabling likely Russian 

war crimes. 

Belarus continues to provide its 

territory and airspace to support the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine but remains 

highly unlikely to enter the war on Russia’s 

behalf. 

Russian sources claimed that Russian 

forces conducted limited ground attacks in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast to regain lost 

positions. 

Russian sources stated that Ukrainian 

forces continued counteroffensive operations across the entire frontline in Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) and ammunition depots in 

central Kherson Oblast. 

Russian authorities are struggling to cope with their reduced logistics capacity through Crimea following the 

attack on the Kerch Strait Bridge. 

Russian occupation authorities kidnapped Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) personnel, likely to 

strengthen physical control over the ZNPP’s operations. 

The Russian MoD confirmed mobilization ended on October 17 in Moscow Oblast, and Russian civilians 

continue to express their dissatisfaction with Russian mobilization. 

Ukrainian Counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) 



 

3 
 

 

Eastern Ukraine: (Oskil River-

Kreminna Line) - Russian sources 

claimed that its forces conducted 

limited ground attacks in northeastern 

Kharkiv Oblast to regain lost positions 

yesterday. The Russian MoD claimed 

that their troops recaptured 

Horobivka, a settlement in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast about 

16km northeast of Kupyansk.  

They also claimed that Russian troops 

conducted a limited spoiling attack 

around Kyslivka, around 20km 

southeast of Kupyansk. The Ukrainian 

General Staff (UGS) and Russian 

sources notably stated that Russian 

forces shelled Kotlyarivka, just south of 

Kyslivka, indicating Ukrainian forces 

have advanced southeast of Kupyansk 

up to the Kotlyarivka area. 

Russian forces likely continued 

defensive operations west of the 

Svatove-Kreminna line on October 18. 

The Russian MoD claimed that Russian 

troops repelled Ukrainian attempts to 

cross the Zherebets River around 

Stelmakhivka and Andriivka, both 

about 14km west of Svatove.  

A Russian milblogger also reported 

that Russian troops stopped Ukrainian 

forces from advancing directly on 

Svatove. UGS noted that Ukrainian 

troops repelled a Russian attack on Bilohorivka in Luhansk Oblast (10km south of Kreminna), which suggests that 

Russian troops continue to conduct limited ground attacks in western Luhansk Oblast to regain ground near the 

Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area.  

Russian sources indicated that Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) troops are focusing on defensive operations and 

attempting to regain ground west of Lysychansk. 

Russian occupation officials are attempting to incentivize Ukrainian citizens under Russian control in northern 

Kherson Oblast to flee to Russia as Ukrainian forces advance, and occupation authorities may increasingly force 

Ukrainian civilians to relocate further behind the frontlines or to Russia in the coming days. 
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Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Russian sources stated that Ukrainian forces continued to conduct 

counteroffensive operations across the entire frontline in Kherson Oblast on October 18.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 

forces defeated a Ukrainian offensive in the 

direction of Kherson City near Zelenyi Hai (20km 

northwest of Kherson City) on October 18.  

The Russian MoD claimed it had repelled a 

Ukrainian attack in the direction of Bruskinske, 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets 

River. Different Russian milbloggers claimed 

Ukrainian forces attempted to break through 

Russian lines near Mylove (north of Beryslav) 

and are accumulating forces to launch a new 

counteroffensive toward Beryslav within the 

next 24 hours.  

ISW offers no assessment of these claims. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

reported that Ukrainian forces defeated a 

Russian sabotage and reconnaissance platoon 

attempting to bypass Ukrainian positions near 

Nova Kamyanka (about 40km northeast of 

Beryslav). 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) and 

ammunition depots in Central Kherson Oblast 

on October 18. Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

command reported that Ukrainian forces 

conducted about 100 fire missions and 

destroyed two Russian ammunition depots near 

or around Beryslav on October 18.  

A local Kherson Telegram channel reported explosions in Russian-occupied Muzykivka (4km north of Kherson City), 

Kakhovka (6km east of Nova Kakhovka), and Nova Zburivka (approximately 47 km southwest of Kherson City). 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort—Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued ground attacks near Bakhmut and 

Avdiivka on October 18. UGS reported its forces repelled Russian attacks northeast of Bakhmut near Bakhmutske and 

south of Bakhmut near Ivanhrad and Klishchiivka.  

Russian sources claimed that their forces conducted assaults on the eastern outskirts of Bakhmut and Soledar to the 

northeast. Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar stated on October 17 that Russian forces plan to capture 

Bakhmut by the end of October, though ISW assesses they are highly unlikely to do so.  

UGS also reported its forces repelled ground attacks northeast of Avdiivka near Novokalynove and southwest of 

Avdiivka near Marinka and Pervomaiske. The Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) People’s Militia claimed that DNR forces 

are using UAVs to consolidate control over Pervomaiske, and geolocated footage indicates that Ukrainian forces still 

maintain positions in Pervomaiske as of October 18. 
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As war hits the home front, Russia’s defeat inches closer - By many accounts, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is 

already a colossal failure. The confirmed losses of destroyed and abandoned tanks and other armor alone exceed the 

entire army of a decent-sized Central or Eastern European country, and the rate of loss doesn’t look likely to be 

reversed anytime soon.  

Citing sources close to the Kremlin, Russian independent media has reported 90,000 irrecoverably lost soldiers, 

including battlefield and hospital deaths plus injuries severe enough to prevent them from ever fighting again. These 

losses now exceed those incurred during Russia’s wars in Afghanistan and Chechnya, politically devastating conflicts 

that left deep scars on Russian society that have still not healed today. What’s more, it took Russia 10 years to 

accumulate its losses in Afghanistan, whereas it has only been fighting in Ukraine for eight months. 

Putin’s “partial mobilization,” which he recently promised will be over in two weeks just before the regular annual 

military draft begins, has also been a failure on all levels. Russian social media is full of clips of fresh conscripts facing 

squalor in hastily thrown up tents and cold abandoned barracks without food, uniforms, sanitation, equipment, or 

commanders, left to fend for themselves or survive on parcels brought by their relatives. As men are grabbed from the 

streets and sent right to the front with only a cursory training course at best, their relatives are expected to cough up 

money for basic items that are supposed to be provided by the army, such as first-aid kits or winter clothes. (Comment 

– Wait for the coming winter when these Shangai’ d troops are left to the freezing cold without proper clothing and 

supplies. This is only weeks away. We can expect to see mass surrenders). 

For hundreds of thousands of Russian families, the war is not only an immediate threat to their livelihoods, as sole 

breadwinners are thrown into battles without regard for their dependents, but also a massive economic burden. On 

Telegram, chat groups with hundreds of members are popping up where wives and fiancés exchange tips on where to 

buy armor and helmets on the cheap while sharing their growing desperation about the chaotic nature of mobilization. 

None of this should come as a surprise to anyone watches Russia. Generals have always treated their military districts 

as personal fiefdoms and conscripts like serfs existing for the sole purpose of their higher-ups’ enrichment. Ironically, 

one of the loudest pro-war critics of the Russian Defense Ministry for mismanagement of resources is former Army 

Gen. Andrey Gurulyov, now a member of the Russian Duma under U.S. sanctions. During his time as a military 

commander, Gurulyov was himself charged with “labor slavery” involving conscripts. The charges were dismissed, and 

he went on several tours in Syria. It’s far from an isolated case. 

Corruption lies at the heart of the Russian military’s dysfunction on and off the battlefield. BBC News Russia found at 

least 559 documentable cases of criminal loss of property in the army since 2014, when Russia first invaded Ukraine.  

Quartermasters have pilfered uniforms, boots, winter gear, and sleeping bags by the truckload. Hundreds of thousands 

of uniforms that were supposed to go to newly mobilized soldiers have suddenly been reported as missing. Corruption 

goes all the way down the chain of command. The scale of extortion by local commanders of the newly mobilized 

appears to be so large that even popular pro-war bloggers are complaining about it. 

Investigative reporters and anti-corruption activists have documented the extravagant palaces owned by Russia’s 

military elite, only to be jailed or driven to exile for their work. Now, some pro-Kremlin bloggers are adopting the same 

rhetoric, but it’s too little and too late to salvage Russia’s war in Ukraine. Even if their pleas are taken seriously in the 

Kremlin, a country cannot launch a complete top-to-bottom overhaul of its military, including replacement of the 

leadership and the sacking of thousands of officers, while in the middle of an all-out war. 

Russia’s military disaster will therefore continue to unfold. And it’s getting much closer to many Russians at home, for 

whom the war has been something between television entertainment and a distant rumble. Until the start of Putin’s 

mobilization, Moscow, St. Petersburg, and their surrounding regions were largely spared from providing soldiers for the 

war, which was crucial for upholding the optics of life carrying on as “normal” for middle-class Russians.  
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Meanwhile, ethnic non-Russian regions provided the cannon fodder, not least because the military was long one of the 

few dependable sources of income there. As a result, men from Dagestan, Buryatia, and Russia’s Far East have 

dominated the casualty lists, especially when one compares the number of deaths in relation to the total population. 

No matter what they tell pollsters—and whether they support Putin’s imperial war or not—it’s clear that the majority 

of Russian men don’t want to go anywhere near the front. If they did, they’d have joined the “volunteer” battalions set 

up since the Ukrainians first beat back the Russians in March, battalions that mostly failed to materialize. And the 

Russian Defense Ministry wouldn’t be having such a hard time reaching even the initially announced target of 300,000 

new conscripts. 

What’s more, mobilization has irrevocably broken the social contract wedding Russians to their regime, a modicum of 

stability and prosperity in exchange for complete disengagement from politics. Even the most loyal servants of the 

regime do not appear to be safe now, as demonstrated by the mobilization of one of the department heads at the 

Moscow mayor’s office.  

Russian social media is brimming with videos of police rounding up men for mobilization at offices, markets, and metro 

stations. The scale of it is impossible to ignore and belies initial attempts by the regime’s propagandists on television 

and elsewhere to dismiss it as isolated cases of a few overzealous draft officers. (Comment – as mentioned in Updates 

a few days ago, wait until body bags start arriving en masse).  

Now, it’s glaringly obvious that the indiscriminate rounding up is a feature, not a bug, of Putin’s attempt to plug in the 

holes on the front in Ukraine. Body bags containing the remains of the freshly mobilized—often inexperienced and 

untrained—are already returning to Russia.  

Meanwhile, military installations and infrastructure in Belgorod, a Russian city some 40 kilometers from the Ukrainian 

border where many of the mobilized are being assembled, is now under daily shelling by Ukraine. The entire myth of 

Putin’s infallibility is coming apart: Russia’s much vaunted military prowess, the “stability” he promised in his first terms 

as president, the supposedly omnipotent propaganda which is now forced to make U-turns and admit previously 

unthinkable retreats, the “power vertical” now torn apart by infighting among Putin’s associates, and a population lined 

up behind its president. 

What does this mean going forward? Putin’s final and irreversible retreat from Ukraine seems like a fantastical notion. 

But it wouldn’t be the first time post-Soviet Russia has admitted a humiliating military defeat. In the mid-1990s, Russia 

was beaten by a much smaller force in the First Chechen War, after launching an ill-thought out assault on Grozny, 

Chechnya’s capital, based on poor intelligence and sheer hubris. As hard a hit as it was to their imperial pride, leading 

politicians and media figures found it in themselves to say to the Russian public: The war is over, and we lost. Many of 

those people are still around today, including top military commanders like Anatoly Kulikov, who managed the 

ceasefires and retreats. 

If that precedent offers some hope that reason and reality could again prevail, it also serves as a warning. Defeat in 

Chechnya set off a wave of ultranationalist resentment, the same obsession with humiliation and revenge that infuses 

Putin’s speeches about Ukraine and defines so much of the Russian debate today. Unless Russia faces a national 

reckoning after losing the war in Ukraine—something akin to Germany’s reinvention after World War II—the cycle of 

imperial resentment and revanchism will only repeat itself. 

Russia’s military leadership ‘increasingly dysfunctional’ with 4 out of 5 invasion key generals dismissed 

Four out of five of Vladimir Putin’s generals with “direct operational command of elements of his February 2022 

invasion” of Ukraine have been dismissed, British defence chiefs said today. 
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They also claimed that “major elements of Russia’s military leadership are increasingly dysfunctional” as his war fails to 

achieve its key objectives. 

Amid poor morale in his military, the UK defence chiefs also suggested that a Russian soldier shot 11 colleagues after an 

officer’s “abusive comments towards ethnic minority recruits”. 

In its latest intelligence update, the Ministry of Defence in London said: “Eight months into the invasion, major 

elements of Russia’s military leadership are increasingly dysfunctional. 

“At the tactical level, there is almost certainly a worsening shortage of capable Russian junior officers to organize and 

lead newly mobilized reservists. 

“Four of the five generals with direct operational command of elements of the invasion in February 2022 have now 

been dismissed. Their replacements have so far done little to improve Russia’s battlefield performance. 

“The lack of command continuity will likely be more disruptive than in a Western military because under Russian 

doctrine the development of plans sits largely with the commander personally, rather than as a collective effort across 

a broader staff.” 

Recruited Russian convicts flee from war in Ukraine General Staff report - Military personnel who were 

recruited for the war in Ukraine from Russian prisons are leaving their units with weapons in hand and trying to return 

to the Russian Federation. 

Ukrainian air force shoots down Russian Su-25 in Kherson Oblast - Ukrainian military’s Southern Air 

Command specified that the Russian plane was shot down in the Beryslav district. There is currently no information 

about the fate of the pilot. 

Comment - This plane loss is included in the numbers in our header article. 

Russia struggling to pay its troops - Russian troops are struggling to get the money owed to them. 

Already beset by reported issues of low morale, desertion as well as mishaps of Putin's mobilization, Russian troops and 

their families also face issues with pay, the Ukrainian Armed Forces said on Wednesday. 

"There are significant problems in the Russian Federation with monetary payments to military personnel who 

participate in hostilities on the territory of Ukraine," the update said, according to a translation. 

Retaking Ukraine's Luhansk region is slow going because so many Russian troops fled there in other 

retreats, its governor said - Ukraine retook almost all of Kharkiv in a swift counteroffensive sending Russians into 

retreat. The governor of the occupied Luhansk region said many of those who fled ended up there. 

This, he said, had slowed down progress and left the territory almost fully in Russian hands. 

Russian commander: 'tense' situation for troops in Ukraine – Russia's new commander in Ukraine says the 

situation in the southern Kherson region is "very difficult" as Kyiv forces wage an offensive to retake southern and 

eastern areas that Moscow illegally annexed last month. 

"The situation in this area is difficult. The enemy is deliberately striking infrastructure and residential buildings in 

Kherson," Russian air force General Sergei Surovikin told the state-owned Rossiya 24 television news channel on 

Tuesday, according to Reuters. 

Surovikin's comment seemingly acknowledged Russia's plan to evacuate civilians ahead of Ukraine's offensive to 

reclaim Kherson, one of four regions under Russian control. 
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He called Tuesday for an "organized, gradual displacement" of civilians from four towns on the Dnipro River, a 2,200-

kilometer-long river that bisects Ukraine. 

Putin doubles down on Ukraine invasion with declaration of martial law - Putin has doubled down on his 

faltering invasion of Ukraine with a declaration of martial law in four illegally annexed regions as well as making 

preparations within Russia for draconian new restrictions. 

His drastic efforts to tighten his grip on Ukrainians and Russians follow a series of embarrassing setbacks including 

battlefield defeats, sabotage and troubles with his troop mobilization. 

The martial law order belies the Kremlin’s attempts to portray life in the annexed regions as returning to normal. 

The reality is that a military administration has replaced civilian leaders in the southern city of Kherson and a mass 

evacuation from the city is under way as a Ukrainian counter-offensive grinds on. 

The battle for Kherson, a city of more than 250,000 people with key industries and a major port, is a pivotal moment for 

Ukraine and Russia heading into winter, when front lines could largely freeze for months. 

It is the largest city Russia has held during the war, which began on February 24. 

A trickle of evacuations from the city in recent days has become a flood. 

Local officials said on Wednesday that 5,000 had left out of an expected 60,000. Russian state television showed 

residents crowding on the banks of the Dnieper River, many with small children, to cross by boats to the east and, from 

there, deeper into Russian-controlled territory. 

In announcing martial law effective from Thursday, Mr Putin told his Security Council: “We are working to solve very 

difficult large-scale tasks to ensure Russia’s security and safe future.” 

His martial law declaration authorized the creation of civil defense forces; the potential imposition of curfews; 

restrictions on travel and public gatherings; tighter censorship; and broader law enforcement powers in Kherson and 

the other annexed regions of Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia. 

In an ominous move, Putin opened the door for restrictive measures to be extended across Russia, too. That may lead 

to a tougher crackdown on dissent than the current dispersal of anti-war protests and jailing of people making 

statements or providing information about the fighting that differs from the official line. 

The severity of new restrictions inside Russia depends on proximity to Ukraine. 

Putin put Russian areas nearest Ukraine on medium alert, including annexed Crimea, Krasnodar, Belgorod, Bryansk, 

Kursk and Rostov. Local leaders are authorized to organize territorial defence, ensure public order and safety, 

safeguard transportation, communication and energy facilities, and use these resources to help meet the Russian 

military’s needs. 

Leaders in these border areas can also carry out resettlements of residents and restrict freedom of movement. Leaders 

in other areas have been granted similar powers, depending on their alert level. 

In the Kherson region, Ukrainian forces have pushed back Russian positions on the west bank of the Dnieper River. By 

pulling civilians out and fortifying positions in the region’s main city, which backs on to the river, Russian forces appear 

to be hoping that the wide, deep waters will serve as a natural barrier against the Ukrainian advance. 

Russia has said the movement of Ukrainians to Russia or Russian-controlled territory is voluntary but in many cases 

they have no other routes out and no other choice. 
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One Kherson resident reached by phone described military vehicles leaving the city, Moscow-installed authorities 

scrambling to load documents on to trucks, and thousands of people lining up for ferries and buses. 

“It looks more like a panic rather than an organised evacuation. People are buying the last remaining groceries in 

grocery shops and are running to the Kherson river port, where thousands of people are already waiting,” the resident, 

Konstantin, said. 

“People are scared by talk of explosions, missiles and a possible blockade of the city,” he added. 

Leaflets told evacuees they could take two large suitcases, medicine and food for a few days. 

Comment – He is also targeting partisan forces that assist Ukrainian intelligence by feeding in precise coordinates for 

incoming HIMARS assaults. Russian military command long ago evacuated senior battalion commanders from Kherson 

north of the River Dnipro, to the southern bank. 

Poll shows 70 percent of Ukrainians want to fight until victory over Russia - Seven out of 10 Ukrainians say 

their country should continue fighting until it wins the war with Russia, which includes regaining Crimea. 

A poll by Gallup, conducted in early September and released on October 18, showed 70 percent of Ukrainians favor 

fighting until victory, while 91 percent who back the war define victory as retaking all territory seized by Russia, 

including Crimea, which Moscow illegally annexed in 2014. 

Only 26 percent of respondents said Ukraine should seek to negotiate an ending to the war as soon as possible. 

The poll, conducted across all regions of the country, was taken from September 2 to 11, just days after Ukraine began 

a counteroffensive that has pushed Russian troops out of many areas they had taken control of since launching their 

unprovoked invasion in late February. 

Since then, Russia has launched a barrage of air and drone attacks focused on the country's civilian infrastructure, 

leaving many areas with limited or no energy and water supplies as winter quickly approaches. 

The IRGC in Crimea? The Russia-Iran model for Syria moves to Ukraine – analysis - The Iranians reportedly 

went to Ukraine to aid Russia’s war effort and help with technical issues relating to the drones. They help the Russians 

learn to fly the drones. 

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has long been known as a threat across the Middle East. Now, reports 

from Al Arabiya, The New York Times and elsewhere indicate that Iran may have sent IRGC members to Crimea to aid 

Russia’s drone war against Ukraine. 

The Iran-Russia connection and the role of the IRGC are important because they have a legacy in the Syrian conflict. 

IRGC Quds Force commander Qasem Soleimani played a key role in developing the organization and its networks across 

Iraq, Syria, and into Lebanon and Yemen. He also reportedly encouraged Russian President Vladimir Putin to intervene 

in Syria in 2015. 

Iran has sent trainers from IRGC to help Russia with the Iranian-style drones it is using, the Times reported. 

Last week, Al Arabiya reported: “Russian forces took Iranian instructors to the occupied Kherson and Crimea regions to 

launch Shahed-136 kamikaze drones, the Ukrainian National Resistance Center reported… The Iranians are based in the 

Russian-administered Ukrainian areas of Zalizniy Port, Hladivtsi in Kherson, and Dzhankoy in Crimea.” 

If the reports are credible, these developments would appear to be linked to past work of the IRGC in backing drone 

and missile threats across the Middle East, as well as working with Russia in the Syrian war. 
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Nuclear 

Putin will face ‘severe consequences’ if he uses nuclear weapons, No10 warns - Defence Secretary Ben 

Wallace has been in Washington for talks with his US counterpart amid reports Mr Putin could detonate a nuclear 

warhead over the Black Sea. 

The Prime Minister’s official spokesman did not comment on Mr Wallace’s meeting but said: “We are very clear with 

Putin that the use of nuclear weapons will lead to severe consequences.” 

Putin ‘holding emergency meeting’ amid fears he’ll use nukes in Dead Sea - The Kremlin is considering 

deploying tactical nuclear bombs in the Black Sea, and Putin is holding an emergency meeting in Moscow today. 

A cornered Putin has many ways to escalate the war if Ukrainian advances continue - Be it logic or just 

wishful thinking, most analysts says Putin is bluffing when he hints at nuclear strikes against Ukraine. 

Even if this were true, there are other ways that he can up the ante – and dangerously escalate the conflict — if his 

inept and exhausted forces continue to lose ground. 

Putin’s immediate aim is to retain control of as much of the occupied Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson 

regions as he can, but as Ukraine makes headway in the South, even that is proving hard for Russia. 

Under political pressure from ultra-nationalists at home, he won some rare praise from bloodthirsty Russian television 

pundits and prominent extremists when he launched scores of cruise missiles against civilian targets in Ukraine on 

Monday 10 October. 

The only reason why similar follow-up cruise missiles barrages haven’t happened, is that Russia has run out of these 

weapons. But the Iranian “kamikaze drones,” while possessing only a tenth of cruise missiles’ speed and destructive 

power, have numbers on their side. 

Ukraine has said it thinks Russia has ordered up to 2,400 kamikaze drones from Tehran. 

The noise they make and their visibility as they fly slowly overhead at low altitude, is also spreading terror. 

With the help of Iran – another pariah state – Putin thinks he might grind Ukraine into submission by leaving the 

country traumatized and without energy in the long winter months. The warped minds in the Kremlin may even think 

they’ve hit upon a winning formula. 

Putin said on Tuesday that he would be introducing martial law in Russian occupied areas. But apart from much tighter 

security measures on the ground, it’s not unclear what the immediate impact of this will be. 

If things continue to go badly for Putin, he might adopt more drastic measures to prevent a humiliating slide towards 

defeat. But this doesn’t necessarily mean resorting to the nuclear option. Russia has other ways to escalate the conflict. 

It might, in addition to continuing attacks on Ukraine’s infrastructure, and renewing efforts to target the Ukrainian 

leadership with special operations, decide to cross a red line by targeting Ukraine’s supporters. The justification would 

be in line with propaganda we’ve already heard by hardline commentators on Russian state television: Russia is fighting 

for its survival against the Western world. 

Putin could directly target Western military supplies to Ukraine. 

He might launch mass cyber-attacks on Nato countries or order his forces to try to jam communications or take out 

NATO satellites or other reconnaissance assets. 
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But this would mean the war would no longer be contained within Ukraine’s borders. 

This would risk bringing Western forces directly into the conflict. The dangers for the world peace are obvious. But so, 

too, are the new perils that would face Russia if it took on the might of NATO. 

Putin ally hints change to Ukraine war plan: 'everything will be different' - Ramzan Kadyrov, the head of the 

Chechnya, hinted today that the war in Ukraine had entered a new phase. 

Weeks after demanding a change in strategy from Russia's military and criticizing how the conflict has been handled so 

far, Kadyrov, a staunch ally of Russian President Vladimir Putin, said, "Everything will be different." 

He pointed to recent bombardment by Russian forces on major cities in Ukraine, including its capital, beginning on 

October 10. 

Kyiv was struck in the early hours of Monday morning killing at least four people. On Tuesday Russia conducted massive 

airstrikes on residential areas and energy infrastructure in many regions of Ukraine, including the capital city, Kharkiv, 

Dnipro, Kryvyi Rih, Mykolaiv, Zaporizhzhia and Zhytomyr. 

That came after last week's attacks, which caused multiple civilian casualties. Putin said the strikes were in response to 

an October 8 explosion on the strategically vital Kerch Strait Bridge that connects Russia's mainland to the annexed 

Crimean Peninsula, although Kyiv has not claimed responsibility. 

"Military command and energy facilities of Ukraine are subjected to targeted attacks," Kadyrov said on his Telegram 

channel. "We warned the criminal leadership, which settled in Kyiv, for too long that we had not yet taken concrete 

measures in the course of the ['special military operation']. 

Humanitarian 

Russian troops gang-raped a 22-year-old Ukrainian mother and made her have sex with her tortured 

husband before soldier raped their four-year-old daughter, horrifying UN report reveals –  

Russian soldiers gang-raped a 22-year-old Ukrainian mother, sexually abused her husband and made the couple have 

sex in front of them before raping their four-year-old daughter, a horrifying and damning UN report has revealed. 

The heart-wrenching report details how Russian troops, while occupying a village in the Chernihiv region, also raped an 

83-year-old woman in her house in front of her physically disabled husband. 

A 56-year-old woman, from a village in the Kyiv region, also revealed in horrific testimony of how three Russian soldiers 

broke into her home, with two of them gang-raping her while the third one watched. 

These testimonies - and there are many more within the report - show how Russian soldiers have used rape as a 

weapon of war in the eight months since the barbaric invasion began.  

The report also details how Russian soldiers conducted summary executions - executions without trial or due process - 

in Kyiv, Chernihiv, Kharkiv and the Sumy regions, with the youngest victim being a 14-year-old boy. 

In the report, the members of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine said they had also 

documented patterns of torture, ill-treatment and unlawful confinement committed in areas occupied by Russian 

armed forces - all of which amount to war crimes.  

The report detailed how Russian soldiers raped women and girls in their homes or took them and raped them in 

unoccupied dwellings - leading some to consider committing suicide. 
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In many cases, the Russian soldiers would shoot dead the women's husbands - or threaten to do so - as soon as they 

tried to defend their wives and stop them from being raped. 

In March this year, two Russian soldiers burst into a young family's home in the Kyiv region and raped a 22-year-old 

woman several times before sexually abusing her husband.  

The two soldiers then forced the traumatized couple to have sex in front of them.  

One of the soldiers then forced the couple's four-year-old daughter to perform oral sex on him. 

'In most cases, these acts of rape also amount to torture and cruel or inhumane treatment for the victims and for 

relatives who were forced to watch,' the report says. 

Comment – These Russian soldiers are not named Putin. This barbaric behavior points to a level of Russian national 

guilt and underscores the sentiment that Russians escaping the draft by fleeing to foreign countries are little better 

than those perpetrating these atrocities in Ukraine. They sat back and tolerated this conduct but, now called upon to 

enlist, are running away.  

They did nothing before being called up, and by their silence are as responsible for these attacks as those engaged in 

them and are, as we say, unindicted co-conspirators.  

These rapists and cowardly killers are everyday Russians, conducting themselves like they have in every war they have 

participated in. 

Nothing excuses Russian national behavior exhibited in occupied territories in Ukraine. And the news will only get 

worse as Ukrainian forces liberate more occupied areas and people can relate their tragic experiences after being freed. 

These are geocidal tactics and must be recognized as such, with multiple reports surfacing of Russian soldiers being 

instructed to rape captured Ukrainian women. They are attempting to debase Ukrainian culture. 

This is but one of multiple tactics in this perverted strategy, others being the looting of libraries and museums, 

destroying education centers and deporting hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians to furthest Russian oblasts.  

These barbarians must never be allowed back into the world community, until every one of them has been brought to 

book, including Duma members, commanders and frontline sergeants. 

Containment 

Pentagon replacing HIMARS launcher and rocket stocks sent to Ukraine - The U.S. military in recent weeks 

awarded Lockheed Martin $179 million to replace High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems and Guided Multiple Launch 

Rocket Systems it sent from its own stockpiles to Ukraine, according to Pentagon data set to be released on 

Wednesday. 

News of the spending, which is part of $3.4 billion in Ukraine-related contracting actions for arms and equipment since 

the start of the Russia-Ukraine war eight months ago, coincided with Lockheed’s disclosure Tuesday that it’s increasing 

HIMARS and GMLRS production by nearly 60 percent. 

The Pentagon announced this month it would soon be delivering four more HIMARS to Ukraine, bringing the total 

number sent to 20. Weeks earlier, it announced plans to buy 18 of the weapons for Ukraine through longer-term 

contracts funded by Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative. 
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“We really believe that the most critical requirement for Ukraine right now is the GMLRS munitions that can reach most 

of the targets that they have identified within Ukrainian territory. And we’ve seen that they’re using them to great 

effect,” Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Sasha Baker told reporters at the time. 

Pence calls for the US to continue to support Ukraine 'until peace is restored' after Kevin McCarthy 

suggests GOP will slow aid - Former Vice President Mike Pence declared that the US should not back away from 

supporting Ukraine in its war against Russia just a day after House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy said that a 

Republican-led House would not issue a "free blank check." 

"We must continue to provide Ukraine with the resources to defend themselves," Pence said during a speech about the 

future of conservatism at the conservative Heritage Foundation think tank. "We must continue to bring economic 

pressure of the most powerful economy in the world on Russia. And we must continue to provide the generosity, 

compassion, and prayers of the American people until Russia relents and until peace is restored." 

Pence even echoed an FDR phrase that President Joe Biden has also used, calling the US an "arsenal of democracy" 

amid Russia's war. 

Russia’s Iranian drones complicate Israel’s balancing act - The Iranian-made drones that Russia sent slamming 

into central Kyiv this week have complicated Israel’s balancing act between Russia and the West. 

Israel has stayed largely on the sidelines since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine last February so as not to damage its 

strategic relationship with the Kremlin. Although Israel has sent humanitarian aid to Ukraine, it has refused Kyiv’s 

frequent requests to send air defense systems and other military equipment and refrained from enforcing strict 

economic sanctions on Russia and the many Russian-Jewish oligarchs who have second homes in Israel. 

But with news of Moscow’s deepening ties with Tehran, Israel’s sworn foe, pressure is growing on Israel to back 

Ukraine in the grinding war. Israel has long fought a shadowy war with Iran across the Middle East by land, sea and air. 

Lt. Col. Richard Hecht, a military spokesman, said the suicide drone attack in Ukraine had raised new concerns in Israel. 

“We’re looking at it closely and thinking about how these can be used by the Iranians toward Israeli population 

centers,” he said. 

The debate burst into the open on Monday, as an Israeli Cabinet minister called on the government to take Ukraine’s 

side. Iran and its proxies in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen have threatened Israel with the same delta-shaped, low-

flying Shahed drones now exploding in Kyiv. 

Belarussian mobilization 

Belarus soldiers should 'defect' if asked to join war—Opposition leader - Belarusian soldiers should "defect" 

and "switch sides" if ordered to aid Vladimir Putin's invasion of Ukraine, according to the leader of Belarus' pro-

democracy movement. 

Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya was forced to leave Belarus after challenging Alexander Lukashenko in the 2020 presidential 

election, which was rejected as rigged by the United States and European Union. 

There are growing fears Lukashenko, Putin's closest ally in Europe could order his army to join the war in Ukraine, with 

the Ukrainian military warning that "covert mobilization" of the Belarusian military is taking place "under the guise of 

training sessions." 

It is being constantly reported that any Belarussian invasion of Ukraine will lead to Lukashenko’s ousting as these 

(Belarussian) forces are his only backstop from an overthrow of power. 
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Russian mobilization 

Putin’s mobilization hit Russian economy, central bank says – Putin’s decision to call up 300,000 men to fight 

in his invasion of Ukraine is hitting two of the battered Russian economy’s weak spots. 

The order takes about one in a hundred of 

the country’s active workers from their jobs 

to send to the front when record-low 

unemployment - combined with the exodus 

of Russians fleeing the country to avoid the 

mobilization - means there are few 

candidates to replace them. And it’s likely to 

batter Russians’ already-fragile finances, 

leaving some draftees’ families short of cash. 

“Mobilization delivers a strong negative 

shock to consumer sentiment,” said 

Renaissance Capital economist Sofya Donets. 

“We’ll see a strategy of abandoning 

unnecessary purchases and a deep drop in demand.” She forecasts the drop will add about 0.5% to the contraction in 

GDP this year. 

Bloomberg Economics also expects the call-up to deepen the drop in GDP and boost inflation this year. “Worse, these 

ramifications are likely to persist over the next five years,” Russia economist Alexander Isakov said. 

The country’s economy has held up better under the sweeping sanctions imposed by the US and its allies over Putin’s 

invasion of Ukraine than many had predicted. The government still expects a contraction of about 3% this year and 1% 

next year, with inflation running well above target. 

The speed of the moves from the Kremlin in the last week have economists struggling to keep up. Dmitry Polevoy of 

Locko Invest published a report yesterday trying to assess what the imposition of martial law -- something the Kremlin 

has said isn’t currently under discussion -- might mean for the economy and financial markets. 

Besides raising the risk of a deeper downturn and a bigger hit to public finances, he warned of possible state takeovers 

of companies and the introduction of multiple exchange rates. 

Already, companies are scrambling to prevent their employees from being drafted, given the tight labor market. 

Government regulations allow some critical workers exemptions but the mechanism for getting them isn’t fully 

operative yet since Putin hastily announced the call-up on Sept. 21. Russia’s main business associate appealed Tuesday 

for the government to broaden the list, which doesn’t cover many big industrial sectors. 

Consultants have rushed out efforts to advise employers on how to protect their personnel. Still, some firms are 

advising staff to work from home on days when draft notices are expected to be distributed at the office. 

Businesses Scramble 

“The authorities have started to realize the seriousness of the situation,” said Natalya Zubarevich, a specialist on the 

economy of Russian regions at Moscow State University. Most of the draftees are likely to come from rural areas, 

hitting the farm and construction sectors, she said. 
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High-tech businesses, which had been promised their staff wouldn’t be summoned for military service, have found 

many were caught up in the current wave. Some companies have chartered private jets to evacuate affected staff, 

Kommersant newspaper reported. 

They’ve joined a flood of tens of thousands of Russians trying to leave the country, causing miles-long lines at land 

borders and sky-high prices on airline tickets. Amid growing fears the Kremlin will limit the outflow, authorities have 

said only that no decisions have yet been made. Already, potential draftees who received mobilization notices have 

been turned back, according to lawyers working with them. 

The blow to consumers comes as the government is already planning to add to the squeeze on their finances. The 

budget calls for a big jump in income-tax collections over the next two years, part of a broader drive to boost revenue 

to help pay for the cost of the war. State-regulated utility prices are also going up. 

Putin's mobilization backfires with bloodshed, xenophobia at home: ISW - Putin's partial mobilization of 

troops amid the war in Ukraine is prompting racist and xenophobic rhetoric from some in Russia, according to the 

Institute for the Study of War (ISW) a U.S.-based think tank. 

Russian officials have blamed a mass shooting at a military training ground on Saturday, which killed 11 people and 

injured 15 others, on a duo of ethnically Tajik Russians who were forcibly mobilized to fight in the war. According to the 

ISW, the incident was "likely a natural consequence of the Kremlin's continued policy of using poor and minority 

communities to bear the brunt" of the mobilization effort, while wealthier citizens and those who are ethnically Russian 

are spared from serving. 

Backlash over the ethnic identities of the shooters has led to calls for immigration reform in Russia and "virulently 

xenophobic rhetoric against Central Asian migrants and other peripheral social groups," the ISW said in a report on 

Tuesday night. The report cites a "long, xenophobic critique" of immigration and the Russian military mobilizing 

migrants in a recent Telegram post from Sergey Mironov, chairman of the political party A Just Russia—For Truth. 

"These people were not ready to sacrifice themselves for a country that was foreign to them, which means that 

anything could be expected from them, but not to fulfill their military duty," Mironov wrote on Monday, while urging a 

moratorium on granting Russian citizenship to migrants from Tajikistan. 

"The consequences can be the most tragic," he added. "This is another strong reason to radically rethink the state's 

approach to migration." 

Sanctions 

Belarus says it is unable to pay off debt due to sanctions - Belarus today said it was unable to repay its foreign 

currency-denominated debt due to sanctions imposed on it by the European Union and the United States. 

The World Bank said on Monday it had placed all loans made by its main lending arm to Belarus into "nonperforming" 

status effective immediately, citing overdue payments amounting to $68.43 million. 

Brussels readies new Iran sanctions over drones sold to Russia - The move comes amid reports Moscow has 

used Iranian drones to strike civilian targets in Ukraine, with Tehran sending drone trainers to Russian-occupied Crimea. 

The EU is planning to sanction multiple Iranian individuals and entities within the coming days over arms sales to 

Russia, four officials and diplomats told POLITICO’s Brussels Playbook. 
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The move comes amid reports that Russia has used Iranian drones to strike civilian targets in Ukraine and may soon 

receive precision-guided Iranian missiles. According to U.S. intelligence cited by the New York Times, Tehran has also 

been sending drone trainers to Russian-occupied Crimea. 

The new round of sanctions will hit five Iranian individuals and three entities, the officials and diplomats said. The new 

penalties would come on top of sanctions already agreed on Monday against Iran’s “morality police” for the brutal 

persecution and killings of Iranians protesting against the government. 

The Biden administration is backing the European Union as it gathers evidence that Iran is supplying drones to Russia 

for use its war in Ukraine. The EU is drawing up a list of sanctions in retaliation, officials and diplomats said earlier 

today. 

Impacts 

Air Force jets intercept 2 Russian bombers flying close to Alaska - The USAF dispatched two F-16 fighter jets 

to intercept a pair of Russian bombers that flew close to Alaska on Monday, the North American Aerospace Defense 

Command said in a statement. 

Although the two Russian Tu-95 Bear-H bombers did not enter American or Canadian sovereign airspace, NORAD said it 

"detected, tracked, positively identified and intercepted" the aircraft as they were "entering and operating within the 

Alaskan Air Defense Identification Zone." 

China 

Defiant Xi tells world China is ready to stand its ground - President Xi Jinping had a clear message to those who 

want to thwart China’s rise: You will fail. 

In a speech running almost two hours on Sunday, Xi let the world know that China wouldn’t change course even as it 

faces “dangerous storms” in a more hostile world. Instead, he declared the “rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is now 

on an irreversible historical course” and more forcefully offered China up as an alternative to the U.S. and its allies. 

Xi tells 20th Party Congress China needs to boost 'strategic deterrence' amid nuclear buildup - Alongside 

India, China is one of two nations to maintain a "no first use" policy regarding nuclear weapons. The country largely 

dodged the massive nuclear buildup of the Cold War, having already broken with the Soviet Union by the time it 

became a nuclear power and orienting itself toward non-alignment. 

In his opening speech at the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of China, Chinese President Xi Jinping called for the 

People's Liberation Army (PLA) to increase its deterrence capabilities in the face of new threats. 

"Achieving the goals for the centenary of the People's Liberation Army in 2027 and more quickly elevating our people's 

armed forces to world-class standards are strategic tasks for building a modern socialist country in all respects," Xi said. 

"To this end, we must apply the thinking on strengthening the military for the new era, implement the military strategy 

for the new era, and maintain the Party's absolute leadership over the people's armed forces." 

Xi noted that the PLA would "continue integrated development of the military through mechanization, informatization, 

and the application of smart technologies and work faster to modernize military theory, organizational forms, 

personnel, and weaponry and equipment." 
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"We will establish a strong system of strategic deterrence, increase the proportion of new-domain forces with new 

combat capabilities, speed up the development of unmanned, intelligent combat capabilities, and promote coordinated 

development and the application of the network information system," he added. 

China quietly abandons goal of overtaking U.S. economy - Chinese leader Xi Jinping appeared to revise his 

long-term economic outlook when he opened the Chinese Communist Party congress event over the weekend, hinting 

at modest growth that may see China fail to surpass the U.S. 

Beijing's two-step plan to build what it calls a "great modern socialist country in all respects" by 2049, the centennial of 

the People's Republic of China, involves first raising levels of public wealth and doubling the national economy by 2035. 

To achieve that, economists believed China would need to maintain annual gross domestic product (GDP) growth of at 

least 5 percent, a once-realistic trajectory that might have seen it overtake the U.S. economy in GDP terms—valued at 

$23 trillion versus China's $17.73 trillion in 2021, per World Bank figures. 

This first milestone, known as the "basic realization of socialist modernization," was declared in 2020 and had been 

expected to take 15 years. But on Sunday, as Xi opened the Chinese Communist Party's (CCP) twice-a-decade national 

congress, the target appeared less ambitious. 

China's Economy Loses Its Engine - China's once-a-decade census revealed a declining birth rate and a shrinking 

workforce. It led to renewed urgency to beat the so-called "middle income trap" of growing old before growing rich. 

Births among China's 1.4 billion people—the most in the world—were expected to fall to new lows in 2022, potentially 

dipping below 2021's 10.6 million babies, the fewest on record according to official data since the 1950s. (Comment – 

China is also starting to acknowledge that it has miscounted these numbers by an estimate 100 million citizens. 1.4 

billion thus reduces to 1.3 billion and the shortfall represents almost all from the <45 years of age and child-bearing 

women demographic. This has catastrophic demographic implications for future Chinese growth and expansion).  

Its working-age population, which peaked in 2014, would decline by some 35 million people by the middle of the 

present decade, official demographers said. The looming demographic crisis directly concerns the country's medium- to 

long-term productivity. 

Xi addressed the issue over the weekend, telling party delegates that the government would "optimize our population 

development strategy by establishing a policy system to support birth rates and reduce the costs of childbirth, 

parenting and education." 

Beijing imposed a restrictive one-child policy between 1980 and 2015, before allowing two children, a shift that lasted 

six years before it expanded to a three-child policy in May 2021. 

By July, however, all restrictions were scrapped. In their place, officials introduced incentives including tax deductions, 

housing subsidies and financial rewards for having more children. 

On Monday this week, China's National Bureau of Statistics abruptly delayed the release of Q3 GDP figures and other 

fiscal data without providing a reason, in a move that would've surprised economists and probably unnerved investors 

who will look at transparency and regularity as major indicators of confidence in the world's second-largest economy. 

Comment – Of the 1.3 billion, or 1.4 billion until formally acknowledged by Chinese authorities as mentioned above, 

almost 80% are living at a poverty level akin to that of Nigeria. 

Huge cause for Chinese concern and food for another 1949 “Great March.” 


