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Conflict Update # 321 

January 10th, 2023 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 112,470 (710) soldiers killed, 3,084 (+4) enemy tanks, 6,154 (+7) armored combat vehicles, 2,073 

(+4) artillery systems, 434 (+0) MLRS systems, 217 (+0) air defense systems, 285 (+0) warplanes, 275 (+0) helicopters, 

1,856 (+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 723 (+0) cruise missiles, 17 (+1) warships/cutters, 4,817 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 239 fuel bowsers (+0) and 183 (+0) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 
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Every picture tells a story – I have updated the graph below reflecting daily Russian soldiers killed in action. It now 

extends back to mid-April, when daily numbers first started being reported. 

 

 

 

Russian military appointment signals power struggle, analyst says - Moscow’s reported appointment of 

Alexander Lapin as its ground forces’ chief of staff is an example of a military power struggle, says Alexander Titov, a 

lecturer at Queen’s University Belfast who specialises in Russian foreign policy. 

Lapin was previously commander of Russia’s central military district. 

“Lapin was heavily criticized for Russian losses around Lyman in September and October and disappeared from the 

public view,” Titov told Al Jazeera. “But now he has been brought back and seemingly given a promotion.” 

Titov said the move was evidence of “power games” playing out within the Russian Ministry of Defence and security 

forces. 

He pointed to an apparent rivalry among Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov; Yevgeny Prigozhin, the founder of the 

Wagner Group; and others. 

“I don’t think it is settled that any faction is winning the games,” he said. 

Wagner Group’s Prigozhin continues to use reports of Wagner Group success in Soledar to bolster the 

Wagner Group’s reputation as an effective fighting force. Wagner Group forces claimed to capture territory within 

Soledar over the past few days, and many Russian sources have discussed the gains as indicators that Wagner Group 

forces may soon encircle Bakhmut.  

Combat footage widely circulated on social media on January 9 shows Wagner Group fighters engaging in fierce small 

arms combat near the city administration building in central Soledar. Several milbloggers remarked on January 8 and 9 

that Wagner forces are responsible for block-by-block advances in Soledar and other critical settlements northeast of 

Bakhmut, as well as within Bakhmut. Prigozhin emphasized on January 9 that “exclusively” Wagner Group units are 

taking ground in Soledar, and noted that Wagner fighters are currently engaged in “fierce battles for the city 

administration building.”  
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Prigozhin will continue to use both confirmed and fabricated Wagner Group success in Soledar and Bakhmut to 

promote the Wagner Group as the only Russian force in Ukraine capable of securing tangible gains, as ISW has 

previously reported. 

Soledar of ‘huge strategic importance’ - Soledar, the eastern Ukrainian town where battles are raging, is of “huge 

strategic importance” given its location and sprawling underground tunnels. 

“Soledar is a salt-mining town … and it has a vast network of underground tunnels, around 200km [125 miles] of 

tunnels, in fact, some of which are as high as 30 metres [100 feet],” Stratford said. 

“The Russians are saying that the Ukrainians are using those tunnels as defensive positions and to store ammunition. 

“We can only speculate that the fighting there [in Soledar] is particularly intense because it is of such strategic and 

military importance, but whether we are going to start seeing such a thing as the siege we saw around the Azovstal 

steel plant in Mariupol many months ago remains to be seen.” 

The battle for Ukraine’s Soledar: ‘What madness looks like’ - Capturing Soledar would be seen as a win for 

Russian forces who have experienced months of military losses. 

Ukrainian forces are still holding out in the eastern mining town of Soledar despite a massive Russian onslaught, 

Ukraine’s deputy defence minister said. 

Britain Defence Ministry said earlier on Tuesday that Russia had probably captured most of the town after four days of 

advances, a rare success for Moscow’s troops after a string of humiliating retreats last year. 

“Heavy fighting to hold onto Soledar 

continues. The enemy disregards the 

heavy losses of its personnel and 

continues to storm actively,” Ukraine’s 

Deputy Defence Minister Hanna 

Maliar said in a statement. 

“The approaches to our positions are 

simply strewn with the bodies of dead 

enemy fighters. Our fighters are 

bravely holding the defence.” 

Soledar is 20km (12 miles) away from 

the highly contested city of Bakhmut, 

where both sides have suffered large 

losses. 

“Part of the fighting has focused on entrances to the 200km-long [124-mile] disused salt mine tunnels which run 

underneath the district. Both sides are likely concerned that they could be used for infiltration behind their lines,” the 

British defence ministry said. 

Comment – I have been monitoring by geolocation ongoing to-and-fro battles in and around Soledar for over a week. 

Ukraine High Command is dispatching further reinforcements to the area as of this morning. 

Russian forces have been losing around 400 soldiers per day in these battles, but do not appear to be concerned 

regarding these losses. 
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‘Everything is completely destroyed’ - In his late-night address on Monday, Zelenskyy said Bakhmut and Soledar 

were holding on despite intense attacks. 

“Everything is completely destroyed, there is almost no life left. The whole land near Soledar is covered with the 

corpses of the occupiers and scars from the strikes. This is what madness looks like,” he said. 

"The enemy is advancing literally on the bodies of their own soldiers and is massively using artillery, rocket 

launchers and mortars, hitting their own troops," Ukraine's deputy defense minister Hanna Malyar said on Telegram. 

"Currently, the enemy has deployed a large number of assault groups formed from the best reserves of the 

Wagnerites," she said, referring to mercenaries that have been trying and failing to take control of Bakhmut since May. 

Russian and Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations along the Svatove-Kreminna line. 

Ukrainian partisans may be targeting Russian critical ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in rear areas of 

Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks across the Donetsk Oblast frontline and made gains around Soledar and 

Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued to reinforce positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast. 

Russian forces continued to construct defensive fortifications and transport military equipment in Zaporizhia 

Oblast amid continued concerns over a possible Ukrainian counteroffensive in the area. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources indicated that a second wave of mobilization may be imminent or 

ongoing. 

Ukraine is a “minefield” - According to Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, the Russian war in Ukraine has 

created a minefield of 250,000 square kilometers in size in his country. 

Estonia announces plan to seize Russian assets and deliver them to Ukraine - Estonia wants to outline a 

plan by the end of January for seizing some $21.4 million of Russian assets and delivering them under European Union 

sanctions to Ukraine. Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas (pictured to the right below) said on 

January 10 that the Baltic state had started working on the proposal last month. 

The announcement 

comes as the 

European 

Commission is 

developing a bloc-

wide arrangement 

to deal with $322 

billion in Russian 

central-bank 

reserves and billions 

in frozen assets of 

Russian nationals 

sanctioned over 

Moscow’s invasion 

of Ukraine. 
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Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-

Western Luhansk Oblast) - Russian and 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations 

along the Svatove-Kreminna line on January 8 

and 9.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported its 

troops repelled attacks on Stelmakhivka (15km 

northwest of Svatove) on both January 8 and 9. 

The Russian MoD claimed its troops neutralized 

Ukrainian sabotage groups northwest of 

Svatove near Kotlyarivka, Novoselivske, and 

Dvorichna.  

A milblogger claimed Ukrainian command is 

rotating forces along the Kupyansk-Svatove line.  

Russian forces also continued limited ground 

attacks to regain lost positions near Kreminna 

on January 8 and 9. UGS stated enemy troops 

attacked near Makiivka (22km northwest of 

Kreminna), Bilohorivka (10km south of 

Kreminna), and Chervonopopivka (6km north of 

Kreminna).  

Luhansk Oblast Head Serhiy Haidai stated heavy 

fighting is ongoing near Kreminna and that 

Russian forces transferred several paratroop 

battalions and heavy equipment to the area in 

order to hold their line of defense. A milblogger 

warned on January 9 that Ukrainian forces are 

preparing for a renewed offensive on the Lyman 

sector west of Kreminna and are concentrating 

equipment near Terny (15km west of 

Kreminna).  

Geolocated combat footage shows a duel 

between Russian and Ukrainian tanks southwest of Kreminna near Dibrova, indicating that Ukrainian troops have likely 

made gains in the forest area west of Kreminna. Russian sources continued to discuss Ukrainian reconnaissance 

activities in this area southwest of Kreminna, particularly in forest areas along the Serebrianka-Hryhorvika line 10km 

south of Kreminna. 

Ukrainian partisans may be targeting Russian assets along critical ground lines of communications (GLOCs) in rear areas 

of Luhansk Oblast. The Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) Internal Affairs Ministry stated that unidentified actors, 

presumably Ukrainian partisans, committed an act of sabotage and mined a gas pipeline near the Lutuhyne (20km 

southwest of Luhansk City along the H21 highway), causing an explosion that left 13,000 people without gas.  

Local LNR Telegram channels additionally reported the activation of an air siren in Alchevsk and air defense over 

Stakhanov (45km west of Luhansk City along the T1317 highway) on January 9. 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort—

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

continued ground attacks in and around 

Soledar on January 8 and 9. Ukrainian 

defense officials reiterated that while 

Russian forces do not fully control 

Soledar, the situation in the settlement is 

extremely difficult and Wagner Group 

personnel are advancing in certain areas. 

Russian milbloggers claimed Wagner 

Group forces are fighting in central 

Soledar, and footage posted on January 9 

shows intense small arms exchanges near 

the Soledar administration building. A 

milblogger noted Ukrainian troops 

maintain control of the Artyomsol 

enterprise and surrounding high-rise 

buildings in northern Soledar.  

Russian sources additionally claimed their 

forces took control of Bakhmutske (just 

southeast of Soledar), Krasna Hora, and 

Paraskoviivka (just southwest of Soledar); 

and that battles are ongoing in Berkhovka 

(10km southwest of Soledar along the 

E40 Bakhmut-Slovyansk highway), 

although ISW has not observed visual 

confirmation of these Russian claims. 

UGS noted its troops repelled attacks on 

Soledar, Krasna Hora, Pidhorodne, and 

Rozdolivka between January 8 and 9. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks south of Bakhmut and within Bakhmut itself on January 8 and 9, but UGS 

stated that it repelled attacks on Bakhmut, Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut), and Zalizne (25km southwest of 

Bakhmut) on January 8 and 9.  

Milbloggers claimed yesterday Russian troops captured Opytne (3km south of Bakhmut), and geolocated footage of 

Ukrainian drones striking Russian positions confirms that Russian troops have made marginal advances in this area.  

Russian sources continued to discuss urban combat on the eastern outskirts of Bakhmut and south of Bakhmut. Their 

forces continued ground attacks along the western outskirts of Donetsk City on January 8 and 9. UGS reported enemy 

attacks near Vodiane, Pervomaiske, and Krasnohorivka on the northwestern outskirts of Donetsk City and near 

Marinka, Pobieda, and Novomykhailivka on the southwestern outskirts between January 8 and 9. A milblogger also 

reported fighting in these areas.  

DNR People’s Militia yesterday posted footage of the 5th DNR Brigade firing incendiary munitions at a Ukrainian force 

concentration in Marinka. The 1980 Protocol III on Incendiary Weapons of the Convention on Certain Conventional 

Weapons restricts use of incendiary weapons as a means or method of warfare during armed conflict. 
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Southern Axis - Russian forces continued to 

reinforce their positions on the east (left) bank 

Kherson Oblast over the past two days. 

Ukrainian Kherson Oblast Military Advisor 

Serhiy Khlan stated that Russian forces continue 

to move military personnel equipment to 

Henichesk Raion near the Kherson-Crimea 

border and are preparing to defend Crimea. 

He added Russian forces used a smoke screen 

to conceal the unloading of military equipment 

in Novooleksivka, 9km northwest of Henichesk 

on the R47 Henichesk-Kakhovka highway. 

Ukrainian officials stated Russian forces shelled 

Kherson City with incendiary munitions 

overnight on January 7–8 and posted footage of 

the munitions detonating over the city. The 

1980 Protocol III on Incendiary Weapons of the 

Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons 

restricts use of incendiary weapons as a means 

or method of warfare during armed conflict. 

Russian forces continued routine shelling of 

Kherson City and its environs on January 8/9. 

Russian forces continued to construct defensive 

fortifications and transport military equipment 

in Zaporizhia Oblast on January 8 and 9 amid 

continued concerns over a possible Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in the area. Ukrainian Mayor 

of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov stated yesterday 

Russian forces continue to build defensive fortifications southwest of Melitopol towards Crimea, including dragon’s 

teeth anti-tank fortifications on the E105 Melitopol-Dzhankoy highway between Vovchanske and Chervone, and 

trenches along the Kakhovskyi Canal that runs between Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast and Novohryhorivka, Zaporizhia 

Oblast. An image posted on January 8 shows a Russian train transporting tanks in an unspecified direction near 

Melitopol.  

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation official Vladimir Rogov claimed that Ukrainian authorities purposefully lowered the water 

level in the Kakhovka Reservoir, which Rogov claimed indicates Ukrainian forces are preparing to cross the reservoir 

and may land near Enerhodar, also claiming Ukrainian forces significantly increased their rate of shelling along the 

Zaporizhia Oblast frontline in the past 24 hours. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian military assets in southern Ukraine over the past three days. Ukrainian 

Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated that there were explosions at the Hidromash factory in Melitopol, Zaporizhia 

Oblast, and Rogov claimed that Russian air defenses shot down drones over the city.  

A Russian source claimed evidence Ukrainian forces struck two Russian ammunition depots in Melitopol and also 

claiming Ukrainian forces continue to strike Tokmak, Enerhodar, and Mykhailivka, Zaporizhia Oblast. Russian and 

Ukrainian sources reported explosions in occupied Nova Kakhovka, Oleshky (7km southeast of Kherson City), Hola 
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Prystan (10km southwest of Kherson City), Skadovsk (57km southeast of Kherson City), and Zaliznyi Port (58km 

southwest of Kherson City), Kherson Oblast on January 8 and 9. 

Russian forces continued routine fire against Zaporizhia, Mykolaiv, and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts on January 8 and 9. 

Update Ukrainian Troops Hold Eastern Town Of Soledar Despite Russian Onslaught, Deputy Minister 

Says - Ukrainian forces are still holding out in the eastern mining town of Soledar despite a massive Russian onslaught, 

Ukraine's deputy defense minister said late on January 10 after the British Defense Ministry said that Russian forces 

had likely captured most of the town. 

Ukrainian Deputy Defense Minister Hanna Malyar said in a statement that heavy fighting to hold on to Soledar 

continues, but Ukrainian fighters are "bravely" defending the town. 

"The enemy disregards the heavy losses of its personnel and continues to storm actively," Malyar said. "The approaches 

to our positions are simply strewn with the bodies of dead enemy fighters," she said. 

Containment 

Kyiv seeks Leopard tanks from Germany - Ukraine Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba has urged Berlin to supply his 

military with Leopard tanks during a visit from German counterpart Annalena Baerbock to Kharkiv. 

More people are going to die if we do not obtain advanced armored equipment, he said to his German counterpart. 

“The longer it takes to make the decision, the more people will die. The sooner this decision is made, the sooner this 

war will end with Ukraine’s victory and there will be no more war in Europe,” Kuleba told reporters during a press 

conference in Kharkiv with Baerbock. 

Polish leaders meet, discuss further support for Ukraine - Poland’s President Andrzej Duda has met with the 

prime minister and some of his ministers to discuss security issues amid the war in neighboring Ukraine, including Kyiv’s 

request for the delivery of Western-made heavy battle tanks. 

After the meeting, top national security official Jacek Siewiera said decisions were taken as to current and future 

support to Ukraine, but he did not provide any details. 

Earlier, a presidential aide said that Kyiv’s request for German-made Leopard 2 tanks – which Poland, among other 

countries, uses – would be on the agenda. 

Ukrainian troops headed to the US for training - About 100 Ukrainian troops will head to Oklahoma's Fort Sill as 

soon as next week to begin training on the Patriot missile-defense system, the Pentagon announced on January 10. 

NATO, EU pledge closer cooperation as Russian official says fight is now against West - Officials from the 

EU and NATO agreed to "strengthen" their cooperation on security and Ukrainian support as it battles Russia's invasion. 

The Joint Declaration on NATO-EU Cooperation, signed in Brussels on January 10, aims to improve collaboration and to 

protect critical infrastructure, as well as addressing the security implications posed by climate change, the space race, 

and foreign interference and disinformation campaigns, NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said. 

Earlier today, one of Putin's closest allies, Russian Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev, said the battle was not 

between Kyiv and Moscow, but NATO and Moscow with the West trying to tear Russia apart and "erase" it from the 

political map of the world. 

Patruschev made the comments in an interview with the Argumenti i Fakti weekly newspaper in Moscow. 
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Impacts 

Armenia cancels military drills for Russian-led alliance - Armenia has refused to host military drills by the 

Collective Security Treaty Organisation, a Russian-led alliance of post-Soviet countries. The announcement reflects 

Yerevan’s growing tensions with Moscow. 

Sweden sees growing threat to telecoms, power network from Russia - Sweden’s domestic security agency 

has warned that it expects Russia to increase activities threatening the country’s telecoms and power network. 

SAPO head Charlotte von Essen said Moscow’s actions were “unpredictable,” but stressed that “we can expect that 

Russian security-threatening activities against Sweden will increase.” 

The sectors “where there is reason to be particularly vigilant to counter espionage and sabotage” are 

telecommunications, electricity supply and the transport of “critical material.” von Essen said. She did not elaborate on 

what she meant by the latter. 

Crimean property prices crash as Ukraine war hits home - Following Moscow's illegal annexation of Crimea in 

2014, the Ukrainian peninsula experienced a real estate boom, as many Russians rushed to buy beachside properties. 

With as many as 800,000 Russians moving to Crimea permanently since the occupation and others snapping up holiday 

homes or buying apartments and houses to let, it's not surprising that the local property market had been surging. 

By the start of 2022, prices had 

been increasing by around 60 

percent per year, according to 

some estimates. 

A number of decisions by 

Russian-installed planning 

agencies also helped push prices 

up even further. 

Last summer, for example, local 

authorities in Sevastopol 

suspended the issuance of 

building permits until a new city development plan was adopted. The market reacted immediately, with the average 

price per square meter in the city soaring from 85,000-95,000 rubles ($1,180-$1,320) in April 2021 to 120,000 ($1,670) 

rubles just two months later. This was typical in cities such as Balaklava, pictured above. 

The property gravy train came off the rails, however, once Moscow launched its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 

According to the Idem consulting company, sales of residential real estate in Crimea had fallen by 72 percent in June 

2022 compared to the year before. 

Although there was some inertial increase in 2022 in the sale of apartments in new buildings, a growth rate of just over 

5.1 percent in June was minimal when set against the double-digit surges of previous years. 

Statistics from the Restate digital platform show that the average price for new builds in Sevastopol tanked from 

207,300 rubles ($2,885) per square meter in May to 147,500 rubles ($2,055) in December, a decline of 29 percent in 

just six months. House prices in Crimea are estimated to have declined by almost 10 percent on average in 2022, and 

the course of the war in Ukraine looks set to exacerbate the situation even further. 
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Following the destruction of part of the Crimean Bridge in October and the liberation of Ukraine's port city of Kherson a 

month later, property sales on the peninsula have now ground to a virtual halt. 

"External demand is gone, and for the most part it dictated both pricing and sales volumes," said Ilya Pichuyev, a 

managing partner of the Analytical Corporate Group, which conducts real-estate marketing research. 

Mass Exodus 

In Pichuyev's opinion, Ukrainian drone attacks, sabotage, and air-defense activities in Crimea have now fueled an 

exodus from the Crimean property market, with many reluctant to invest in an area so close to a war zone. 

Moreover, there are also signs that, as the situation in Crimea becomes increasingly fraught and uncertain, many 

Russians are seeking to exit the local real-estate market at all costs. 

Although officially a lot of real estate is being offered at reduced prices, many owners are happy to knock off up to 20 

percent of a property's declared value in order to get it off their hands as quickly as possible, according to Natalia 

Massalskaya from Multidom, a Sevastopol realtor. 

Dmitry Zhidelev, the chairman of the Crimean Guild of Realtors, says peninsula real estate has become such a buyer's 

market that advertised property prices are being slashed by as much as 50 percent by the time a purchase is agreed. 

Kremlin claim of deadly retaliatory strike criticized in Russia - The Kremlin's apparently false claim that its 

forces killed 600 Ukrainian troops in a retaliation strike is generating new discontent among Russian military bloggers 

critical of military leadership since the invasion last February, a Washington-based think tank says. 

The Russian MoD said the strike Saturday targeted a temporary Ukrainian deployment point at a school in the Donbas 

region city of Kramatorsk in retaliation for a Ukrainian military strike on New Year's Eve. The Kremlin says the Ukrainian 

attack killed 89 Russian troops; Ukraine said its strike killed up to 400 Russians. 

The Institute for the Study of War says in its latest assessment of the war that a Finnish reporter visited the site of the 

retaliatory strike on Sunday and said it hit an empty school. 

Yana Pristupa, the school’s deputy director, also rejected Moscow’s claims, telling Associated Press reporters at the site 

that "nobody saw a single spot of blood anywhere. ... It’s just people cleaning up.” 

Several Russian military bloggers criticized the Russian claim, the assessment said. The bloggers noted that the Russian 

ministry frequently presents fraudulent claims and criticized military leadership for fabricating a story instead of 

holding Russian leadership responsible. 

Putin 

Putin promises stronger military as Ukraine war drags on - Russia has pledged to build a deeper arsenal of 

weapons, bolster aviation technology to better evade air defences and improve drone production after a series of 

battlefield humiliations in Ukraine. 

Since Moscow sent troops into Ukraine on February 24, the once mighty army of a former superpower has been 

repeatedly outwitted and outmaneuvered by the smaller Ukrainian army, which is supported by the United States and 

its European allies. 

The conflict has turned into a grinding war of attrition, which has killed and wounded tens of thousands of soldiers on 

both sides as well as Ukrainian civilians. The two countries are rearming as fast as they can as the war closes in on its 

first anniversary. 
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Russian Mobilization 

Russian and Ukrainian sources continue to indicate that a second wave of mobilization is imminent and could 

potentially begin on January 15. Former Deputy Commander of the Russian Southern Military District Andrey Gurulev 

called on Russian officials and the Russian MoD on January 7 to begin actively preparing a mobilization reserve, despite 

his comments on January 4 that "there are no prerequisites for a second wave of mobilization in the next six months." 

Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Spokesperson Vadym Skibitsky told The Guardian on January 6 that 

Russia will begin the second wave of mobilization on January 15, after the Russian holiday season ends.  

He added he expects Russia to mobilize another 500,000 people. Former Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) officer 

Igor Girkin also stated on January 4 that Russia “will be forced to carry out a second, and maybe a third wave of 

mobilization. To win in Ukraine, [Russia] will need to put another half a million soldiers into service.” As ISW continues 

to assess, discussion of a second wave of mobilization is erroneous to some extent because mobilization has never truly 

ceased and that this has been a part of a greater, ongoing effort to recruit reservists and others into service since 

before February 2022. 

Russia’s systematic force-generation failures continue to have ramifications for Russian offensive capacity. The Russian 

information space circulated a video recorded by Russian troops from Belgorod Oblast addressed to Putin and Russian 

MoD leadership detailing how they trained as artillerymen but were sent to the frontlines in Ukraine as infantrymen 

under the 1st Army Corps (the forces of the Donetsk People’s Republic) and used as cannon fodder.  

A Russian milblogger amplified the video to criticize the transfer of artillerymen of the 568th Howitzer Artillery 

Battalion, which is now subordinate to the 1st Army Corps, to the infantry.  

Another milblogger reposted a statement from a Russian artillery officer claiming Putin is trying to create new artillery 

units, but the officer is unsure where Putin will get the personnel for these units because Russian military leadership 

keeps sending trained artillerymen to fight as infantrymen.  

ISW previously reported that the Russian military deployed personnel trained as artillerymen and tankers to infantry 

divisions in Ukraine with no formal infantry training, likely to the detriment of the overall combat capabilities of such 

units. 

Russian leadership may be planning to reduce previously promised compensation for Russian servicemembers 

wounded in action. A Russian Telegram channel, citing internal sources, claimed on January 8 that Russian leadership is 

considering the possibility of limiting compensation payments to only Russian personnel who incurred major injuries 

such as loss of limbs while fighting in Ukraine.  

The posts claims that this change would be unofficial and is likely already occurring as there has been an uptick in 

reports of headquarters “losing” the required proof of injury documents that would enable the injured to receive 

payments. 

NATO 

NATO chief confident Nordic pair will join despite holdups - NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has said 

he believes Finland and Sweden will join the transatlantic military alliance, just days after the government in Stockholm 

said it had done all it could to satisfy Turkey’s reservations about its membership. 

“I’m confident that the accession process will be finalized and that all NATO allies will ratify the accession protocols in 

their parliaments. That also goes for Turkey,” Stoltenberg told reporters at NATO’s Brussels headquarters. 
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Alarmed by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Sweden and Finland dropped their longstanding policies of military 

nonalignment and applied to join NATO in May. 

All 30 member countries must agree to admit the two Nordic neighbours if they are to join but Turkey has refused to 

ratify their applications, citing security concerns. Hungary has also yet to approve their membership. 


