
 

1 
 

Conflict Update # 182 

September 14th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 53,650 (+350) soldiers killed, 2,180 (+5) enemy tanks, 4,665 (+3) armored  combat vehicles, 1,290 

(+11) artillery systems, 311 (+0) MLRS systems, 167 (+2) air defense systems, 246 (+2) warplanes, 215 (+2) helicopters, 

908 (+4) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 215 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,501 (+32) trucks and 

tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 114 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Wagner Group financier Yevgeny 

Prigozhin is being established as the 

face of the Russian “special military 

operation” in Ukraine. 

Russian forces likely targeted 

Ukrainian hydrotechnical 

infrastructure in Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblast in order to interfere with 

Ukraine’s ability to operate across the 

Inhulets River. 

The Ukrainian counteroffensive 

in eastern Kharkiv Oblast 
continues to degrade Russian forces 

and threaten Russian artillery and air 

defenses. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources 

reported Ukrainian ground 

attacks in northern Kherson Oblast, 

western Kherson Oblast, and 

northwest of Kherson City but did not 

report any major gains. 

Russian forces continued ground 

attacks around Bakhmut and 

northwest and southwest of Donetsk 

City. 

Funding volunteer battalions is 

likely placing financial strain on 

Russian cities and oblasts. 
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Russian occupation authorities shut off mobile internet in occupied Luhansk Oblast on September 14, likely to 

preserve Russian operational security and better control the information environment as Russian forces, occupation 

officials, and collaborators flee newly-liberated Kharkiv Oblast for Russian and Russian-controlled territories. 

Ukrainian Counteroffensives - Eastern 

Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-

Lyman Line) - The Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in eastern Kharkiv Oblast 

continues to degrade Russian forces and 

threaten Russian artillery and air defenses. 

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported 

earlier today that the intensity of Russian 

artillery attacks on Kharkiv City has 

decreased significantly, suggesting that 

Ukraine's counteroffensive has degraded 

Russian forces’ ability to conduct routine 

artillery strikes on the center of Kharkiv City 

as Russian forces have been pushed 

eastward towards the Oskil River and north 

back into Russia.  

 Ukrainian advances in eastern Ukraine have 

likely forced Russian forces to pull air 

defenses further away from the frontlines in 

order to protect those systems from 

Ukrainian artillery fire, potentially exposing 

frontline Russian troops to air attacks. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported on 

September 14 that Russian convoys carrying 

S-300 and Buk systems moved through 

Lutuhine, Luhansk Oblast in the direction of 

the Russian border on September 11 and 12. 

Russian sources continued to discuss limited 

Ukrainian ground attacks in eastern Kharkiv, 

northern Donetsk, and western Luhansk 

Oblasts. Several Russian milbloggers claimed 

that Russian and proxy forces are defending 

against Ukrainian attacks on Lyman in 

northern Donetsk Oblast. Russian sources 

also reported that fighting is ongoing in 

Bilohorivka (along the Donetsk-Luhansk Oblast border) and in nearby settlements around Siversk. UGS noted that 

Russian troops attempted to attack in Spirne (12km south of Bilohorivka), likely in an attempt to push northwards and 

threaten Ukrainian forces in Bilohorivka. 



 

3 
 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - 

Ukrainian military sources maintained their 

operational silence on September 14. 

Kherson Oblast Council Head Oleksandr 

Samoilenko announced that Ukrainian 

forces have liberated Kyselivka, 

approximately 23km northwest of Kherson 

City, but Ukrainian military officials have 

not confirmed the liberation of the 

settlement at this time.  

ISW has not seen any visual evidence 

supporting Samoilenko‘s statement, and 

Russian sources denied Ukrainian local 

reports of advances in the area. The 

Ukrainian Southern Operational Command 

reported that Ukrainian strikes are 

continuously undermining Russian efforts 

to repair the Kakhovka Bridge over the 

Dnipro River and have rendered the Darivka 

pontoon bridge over the Inhulets River 

impassable.  

Ukrainian forces have reportedly continued 

to target Russian crossings near the 

Antonivka area and are firing at Russian 

convoys. Ukrainian forces maintained their 

interdiction campaign, reportedly targeting 

Russian manpower and equipment 

concentration points in Hola Prystan 

(approximately 12km southwest of Kherson 

City), Dudchany, and Mylove (both on the T0403 highway). 

The Southern Operational Command also stated that Ukrainian forces inflicted damage on four ammunition depots in 

Kherson Raion. UGS also noted that Russian forces continued to house troops in residential areas, specifically in the 

Chaplynka Raion north of the Kherson Oblast-Crimea border. 

Social media footage and statements by Russian-appointed occupation officials are corroborating the ongoing 

Ukrainian interdiction campaign. Geolocated footage showed the aftermath of the Ukrainian strike on the School of 

Higher Sportsmanship, which reportedly served as an area of Russian troop concentration. Geolocated footage also 

showed a Ukrainian volunteer air reconnaissance unit striking a Russian storage building in Velyka Oleksandrivka, on 

the T2207 highway.  

Local residents also reported hearing the sound of explosions and six missile strikes near Kherson City. The head of the 

Kherson Oblast occupation administration, Vladimir Saldo, stated that Ukrainian forces struck the Antonivsky Bridge, 

but noted that occupation authorities are continuing to use ferry crossings in the area.  

The deputy head of the Kherson Oblast occupation regime, Kirill Stremousov, claimed that Ukrainian forces fired at a 

ferry transporting civilians across the Dnipro River near the Antonivsky Bridge.[Numerous geolocated videos show that 
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Russian forces are using ferries to transport military equipment across the Dnipro River, and Stremousov did not 

provide evidence supporting his claims. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources today identified three main areas of kinetic activity: northwest of Kherson City, around 

the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets River, and south of the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Border near 

Vysokopillya. Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces have adopted defensive measures near Posad-

Pokrovske (about 30km northwest of Kherson City) and are conducting probing operations by firing at Russian defenses 

in Blahodatne and Barvinok (just south of Posad-Pokrovske).  

UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults on Novohryhorivka (29km northwest of Kherson City) and 

Bezimenne near the Inhulets River. UGS also stated that Russian forces shelled Mala Seideminukha and 

Novohredevne—both settlements near the Inhulets just south of Blahodativka—which indicates that Ukrainian troops 

have advanced further west from within the Sukhyi Stavok pocket. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) also claimed 

that Russian forces destroyed Ukrainian military equipment in Bruskynske, along the T2207 highway that runs into 

Davydiv Brid.[31] A milblogger also claimed 

that Ukrainian forces are attacking 

Arkhanhelske (southwest of Vysokopillya) 

and Kostyrka (southeast of Vysokopillya). A 

milblogger claimed that Russian forces also 

struck Ukrainian forces in Potomkyne 

(southeast of Vysokopillya). 

The Russian MoD did not comment on the 

situation in Kherson Oblast on September 14, 

only claiming that Russian troops struck 

Ukrainian positions along the Kherson-

Mykolaiv frontline. 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort- 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian troops continued 

ground attacks throughout Donetsk Oblast 

on September 14. Ukrainian and Russian 

sources reported that Russian troops, 

specifically Wagner Group detachments, 

conducted ground assaults south of 

Bakhmut.  

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Territorial 

Defense claimed that proxy troops took 

control of Mykhailivka and Mykhailivka 

Druha, both about 12km southwest of 

Bakhmut along the T0513 highway.  

Russian sources also discussed continued 

Russian ground assaults northeast of 

Bakhmut around Soledar. UGS additionally 

stated that Russian forces conducted limited 

ground attacks northwest and southwest of 

Donetsk City. Russian forces continued 
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routine artillery strikes around Bakhmut, Donetsk City, and in western Donetsk Oblast. 

Supporting Effort- Southern Axis - Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks in western 

Zaporizhia Oblast on September 14 and continued to fire along the line of contact. Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are amassing along the Zaporizhia Oblast frontline and that Ukrainian troops attempted a failed 

offensive from Orikhiv (about 50km southeast of Zaporizhzhia City) towards Nestryanka (10km southeast of Orikhiv). 

Russian sources are seemingly concerned that Ukrainian troops may attempt to attack Vasylivka or push south on 

Russian-occupied Tokmak. Russian forces also continued routine shelling throughout Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk 

Oblasts. 

Ukrainian military says there has been a significant decline in Russian shelling in some areas - The 

Ukrainian military said that Russian shelling in the Kharkiv region has significantly decreased since the success of the 

counteroffensive there. 

However, in its operational update, the military's General Staff said that Russian artillery fire continued to bombard 

areas of Donetsk, especially around Bakhmut and Avdiivka. It also said Russian efforts to push forward in several 

districts of Donetsk had been rebuffed. 

It also reported widespread Russian shelling of settlements in the Zaporizhzhia region, where Russian forces are 

resisting efforts by Ukrainian forces to take territory in the direction of Mykolaiv and Kherson. 

The military said that the Russians were trying to withdraw S-300 air defense systems "deep into the temporarily 

captured territories and into the territory of the Russian Federation." 

Russian air defenses have become more vulnerable since Ukraine acquired US-made the High-Speed Anti-Radiation 

Missile (HARM). 

The General Staff said the Ukrainian Air Force had been active, carrying out 11 strikes. And Ukrainian missile units had 

attacked "areas of concentration of manpower and combat equipment of the enemy," including in Kherson. 

The threat of Russian cruise missile attacks still persists. 

Town near Kherson city cleared of Russian forces - The head of the Kherson city council says that Ukrainian 

forces have liberated a town on the northern approaches to the city.  

The town of Kyselivka was liberated "in close proximity to the regional center itself. The occupiers are panicking, and 

the local population is in a state of expectation," Oleksandr Samoilenko told Ukrainian television. 

Samoilenko's comments were not confirmed by the Ukrainian military.  

Natalia Humeniuk, the spokeswoman for Operational Command South was asked about the reports and would only say 

that it is "really bad and dangerous for military personnel when officials and the media say anything about settlements 

that were not confirmed as liberated by the command." 

Recent satellite imagery showed a number of Russian military vehicles still in Kyselivka, which is on the main road 

linking Mykolaiv —which is held by the Ukrainians — and Kherson city, which is still occupied. 

On Monday, the Institute for the Study of War said that satellite imagery of known Russian positions in Kyselivka, which 

is 15 kilometers northwest of Kherson city, showed that all but four Russian vehicles had left previous forward 

positions. 

The Ukrainian military has pushed Russian forces out of hundreds of cities and towns in the northeast of the 

country, and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy says the stabilization of the liberated communities is under way.  
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Russian forces are demoralized and degraded — now we just have to ‘drive the enemy out  - After 

Ukraine’s stunning successes in recapturing Russian-occupied territory in northeast and southern Ukraine over the last 

week, the pressure is now on Kyiv to maintain the momentum in its counteroffensive. 

Western governments have hailed Ukraine’s “significant progress” in the war after Kyiv announced it had reclaimed 

more than 8,000 square kilometers (3,088 square miles) of Russian-occupied territory since the start of September. 

Ukraine’s counterattacks prompted Russian forces to retreat from the Kharkiv region in the northeast of the country 

while Kyiv announced that the Ukrainian flag was once again being raised in hundreds of villages across the area. 

President Zelenskyy proclaimed Wednesday that “we are moving in only one direction — forward and towards victory.” 

The question on everyone’s lips now is whether this chapter marks a definitive turning point in the war, and what 

comes next. Officials in the country are understandably cautious about showing Kyiv’s hand. 

“We hope this is a starting point,” Yuriy Sak, an advisor to Ukraine’s defense minister, Oleksii Reznikov, told CNBC on 

Wednesday. 

“We are normally cautious about making any predictions, and it’s always safer to say certain things after they occur, 

but anyway, what has happened is in many respects unexpected even for us,” Sak added. 

“Indeed, it was a very successful campaign, the Ukrainian army was able to regain control of over 8,000 square 

kilometers. That’s a huge part of the territory that was temporarily occupied by the Russians and as a result, what 

we’re seeing is that the Russian army is demoralized, its military capabilities are degraded.” 

Progress, then what? 

Ukraine’s forces have been able to recapture dozens of towns and villages in the northeast of the country over the last 

few days, including the strategically important towns of Izyum and Kupiansk. 
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Ukraine’s counterattacks in the northeast came after Russia redeployed troops away from the region to defend areas 

they occupied in the south after Ukraine heavily signaled it would launch a counteroffensive around the port city of 

Kherson. 

U.S. President Joe Biden hailed the “significant progress” Ukraine had made in the last week but said it was “hard to 

tell” if it was a turning point in the conflict, which has been raging since Feb. 24. 

“The question is unanswerable. It’s hard to tell. It’s clear the Ukrainians have made significant progress. But I think it’s 

going to be a long haul,” he said Tuesday. 

Ukrainian military says it sees signs of Russian movement into Crimea - The Ukrainian military says it is 

seeing signs of a movement among Russian forces from parts of the south into Crimea. 

"It's not exactly our area of responsibility, but it's close, so we're watching it too. We see and understand the attempts 

of the occupiers to flee to Crimea and regroup there. It will be easier for us: gatherings of military equipment are a big 

target," Natalia Humeniuk, spokesperson for Operational Command South, said at a briefing Wednesday. 

Humeniuk's remarks follow comments from the mayor of Melitopol, Ivan Fedorov, on Tuesday, when he claimed that 

"columns of military equipment have already been recorded at the checkpoint in Chongar [from Kherson into Crimea.] 

This was expected — the rapid Ukrainian offensive leaves them no chance." 

Fedorov also claimed that in order to take stolen goods from the Zaporizhzhia region to Crimea, Russian soldiers were 

breaking into garages and stealing civilian cars. 

CNN is not able to verify independently Fedorov's claims nor the reports of an exodus through Chongar. No social 

media video has surfaced of such movements. 

‘It’s not an army here’: Russian soldier warns of battlefield collapse - “I imagined all of this differently,” says 

a man identified by Ukrainian intelligence as a Russian soldier in Kharkiv in what’s reportedly an intercepted call. 

Russia is said to be canceling plans to send new troops to Ukraine as more of its service members are reportedly 

refusing to fight following humiliating losses on the battlefield. 

Ukrainian intelligence reported Wednesday that members of the 5th Separate Tank Brigade of the Russian Armed 

Forces are surrendering their military benefits in order to resign for their refusal to fight. 

“At the same time, a catastrophic shortage of personnel is seen in the units taking part in the war against Ukraine,” the 

Main Intelligence Directorate of Ukraine’s Defense Ministry said. 

The agency did not specify how many service members have reportedly opted out. Ukrainian intelligence says Russian 

troops have routinely been caught venting about the dysfunction of Vladimir Putin’s “special military operation,” 

seemingly with increasing frequency after Ukraine launched several surprise counteroffensives in recent weeks and 

reclaimed large swaths of land. 

“I imagined all of this differently, because there’s no kind of organization. I thought there was an army here, but it’s not 

an army here,” he tells a relative. 

U.S. officials have said Ukraine’s gains on the battlefield have forced Russian troops to literally flee, abandoning 

equipment as they retreat. According to a report by The Moscow Times, Russian forces near Izyum in the Kharkiv region 

lost half of their equipment in just four days this month. 

Amid rising outrage among Russians over the losses, the Kremlin is said to be maneuvering to deflect blame from Putin 

by pinning it on military advisers instead. 
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But the losses in the Kherson and Kharkiv regions appear to have hit ordinary Russians harder than earlier defeats in 

the Kyiv region and on Snake Island, so much so that they sparked speculation on many pro-Kremlin social media 

channels about Ukraine taking the war well into Russian territory. 

“Since no one is hearing our message and no one is preparing defense for large [Russian] cities, and the enemy at the 

same time is concentrating huge forces on the border with the Belgorod region, there is a great probability that they 

may significantly take one of the large cities under their control,” one pro-Kremlin Telegram channel warned, predicting 

that the “enemy will act more skillfully” and stifle communications in a late-night takeover. 

'Up to 1,500' Russian troops redeployed to Ukraine from Tajik base, investigation reveals - Some 1,500 

troops have been sent from a vast Russian military base in Tajikistan to Ukraine, multiple sources told RFE/RL, where 

the Russian Army is said to have suffered enormous casualties in its unprovoked war. 

About 600 more soldiers are set to be dispatched to the frontlines from Russian military facilities located in the Tajik 

capital, Dushanbe, and the southern city of Bokhtar, the sources said. 

It comes as hundreds of contract soldiers were deployed from Russia's Kant Air Base in neighboring Kyrgyzstan to 

Ukraine in recent months, according to residents, activists, and soldiers' relatives. 

Both Central Asian countries -- allies of Moscow -- host one Russian base each with multiple facilities in several 

locations. 

The number of Russian personnel in Tajikistan is estimated at up to 7,000 troops, while Kyrgyzstan reportedly hosts 

about 500 Russian servicemen. The exact figures haven’t been made public. 

Iranian drones encountered - Ukraine says it has for the first time encountered an Iranian-made suicide drone used 

by Russia on the battlefield.  

The US says Russian forces retreated back across the border: “We've seen a number of Russian forces, 

especially in the northeast, in the Kharkiv region, cross over the border back into Russia as they’ve retreated from the 

Ukrainian counter-offensive,” Pentagon press secretary Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder told reporters during a briefing Tuesday. 

But Russian forces still “do exist en masse in Ukraine,” he added. 

But Russia has been trying to gain ground in other parts of Ukraine: The Ukrainian military's General Staff 

said Ukrainian units had successfully repelled Russian attacks around the city of Bakhmut, while Russian artillery and air 

force are pounding settlements near the front lines across Donetsk. There was also Russian mortar and tank fire in the 

Zaporizhzhia region, the General Staff said. 

Looting claims: The military claimed that in the south, around the city of Polohy, Russian troops were also stealing 

private cars. And in Nova Kakhovka, in the Kherson region, Russians "began to massively remove furniture and 

household appliances from temporarily abandoned settlements." CNN is unable to confirm the military's claims, but 

there has been widespread evidence of looting in Kharkiv and other previously occupied Russian areas. 

Zelensky says he is "shocked" by destruction in Izium - Ukrainian President Zelensky says he is shocked by what 

he has seen on his visit to the newly liberated Izium district in Kharkiv. 

"What we see is shocking, although we have already seen this in Bucha [near Kyiv], in the first de-occupied territories. 

Likewise, destroyed buildings, killed people," he told journalists during the visit. "Unfortunately, this is part of our 

history today. And this is part of the modern Russian nation – what they did." 
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He thanked foreign governments for sending investigators and prosecutors to Ukraine to investigate alleged human 

rights abuses by occupying forces. 

"We all understand that this process takes time ... I am sure, there will be verdicts for all this, there will be a tribunal. I 

don't doubt it for a second," he said. 

He also expressed confidence that all occupied areas would eventually return to Ukraine.  

"We should send signals to our people who, unfortunately, are still under occupation. And my signal to the people in 

Crimea: we know that these are our people, and it is a terrible tragedy that they have been under occupation for more 

than eight years. We will return there. I don't know when exactly. But we have plans," Zelensky said. 

Ukraine says Russian troops are trying to gain ground in some regions and alleges widespread looting - 

As Ukrainian units press their offensive in parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, Russian forces are trying to gain 

ground elsewhere, according to the Ukrainian military. 

The military's General Staff, in its latest bulletin, said Ukrainian units had successfully repelled Russian attacks around 

Bakhmut, while Russian artillery and air strikes continued to pound settlements near the front lines across Donetsk. 

"During the day, the enemy carried out two missile strikes, eight air strikes and conducted 13 strikes from missile 

artillery systems," according to the military. 

There was also Russian mortar and tank fire in the Zaporizhzhia region, the General Staff said. 

Looting claims: The military claimed that in areas of Kharkiv and Luhansk, there was widespread looting from retreating 

Russian forces. 

The General Staff said that on the Starobilsk-Luhansk highway, in the direction of Luhansk, "about 300 civilian cars, 

mostly with state license plates of the Kharkiv region were spotted – most on trailers driven by Russian military 

personnel." 

It claimed that in the south, around the city of Polohy, Russian troops were also stealing private cars. And in Nova 

Kakhovka, in the Kherson region, Russians "began to massively remove furniture and household appliances from 

temporarily abandoned settlements." 

Military shortage claims: The General Staff also claimed that the Russian military was moving up the graduation of 

cadets from some Defense Ministry academies, such as the Black Sea Higher Naval School, to make up for shortages of 

junior officers. 

"The shortage of tactical-level commanders is due to the refusal of reserve officers to sign contracts amid recent 

events. The level of morale and psychological state of the enemy's personnel continues to decline," the General Staff 

asserted. "A significant number of servicemen do not return to military units after the end of their vacations." 

Russia is supplying Ukraine with lightly used tanks - Ukraine’s military has captured over 200 Russian vehicles in 

a more than weeklong offensive and now plans to use them against the invading army. 

“They just left their tanks, artillery, special equipment, a lot of armor, and were just trying to save their lives,” a 

Ukrainian military official told Foreign Policy, speaking on condition of anonymity to provide an update on ongoing 

military operations. 

"They will be used against Russia," one official said. 
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A slowing counteroffensive: Presidential military adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said the country’s counteroffensive 

has “slowed down slightly" as most Ukrainian forces fight "to capture the city of Lyman, to open our way into the 

Luhansk region. We will intensify our strikes and liberate new territories in a different way,” he said. Lyman, an 

important rail hub, is roughly 60 kilometers (37 miles) west of the strategically important city of Severodonetsk. 

Here's the map of control as it stands currently: 

Peace Talks 

"Far away from the end of the war": After a phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin, UN Secretary-

General António Guterres said he feels a peace deal to end the war isn’t close. “A ceasefire is not in sight,” he said, 

adding, “I would be lying if I said it would happen.” 
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"No indication" Putin's attitude has changed: German Chancellor Olaf Scholz echoed the sentiment, speaking 

about his phone call Tuesday with Putin. He said there is “no indication” that the Russian president's attitude regarding 

the war has changed. 

Sanctions 

Russian tour operator says it's feeling the impact of stricter EU visa rules for Russians - The Association of 

Tour Operators in Russia (ATOR) says it is feeling the impact of the European Commission's stricter visa processing 

conditions for Russian citizens, as nine European countries now "no longer accept documents from tourists.” 

Last Friday, the EU made the decision to suspend the visa facilitation agreement with Russia, making it harder for 

Russians to travel in Europe. 

“The visa facilitation agreement with the Russian Federation has been suspended. This means that Russian citizens will 

receive Schengen visas under the general conditions of the EU Visa Code,” ATOR wrote on their website Tuesday.  

ATOR describes itself as the largest association of tour operators in Russia. 

According to tour operators, the list of EU countries that have so far issued and continue to accept documents for visas 

for tourist trips include Italy, Spain, Greece, France, Hungary and Cyprus. Notably, the visas being granted are national 

visa — not Schengen, which allows a tourist access to other European countries too. 

“Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Denmark, Belgium and the Netherlands no longer 

accept documents from tourists,” it claimed.  

Russian oil output will crater by 1.9 million barrels a day after fresh EU sanctions kick in, IEA says - In a 

Wednesday report, the International Energy Agency forecasted Russian oil output to fall by 1.9 barrels a day after new 

European Union sanctions begin.  

The sanctions are set to begin in December via seaborne imports on Russian crude. Then they will expand to include 

products like diesel by February 2023. 

"An additional 1 mb/d of products and 1.4 mb/d of crude will have to find new homes," the IEA said in its report. "An 

EU ban on maritime services may force further reallocations from third countries not agreeing to the proposed G7 price 

cap." 

Once that happens next year, according to the energy watchdog, Russia's oil production will dip to 9.5 million barrels a 

day, which is 1.9 million barrels a day lower than February 2022. 

Impact 

Ukraine seals gas supply deal with US for winter - Ukraine has reached an agreement with the US on the supply 

of 2 billion cubic metres of natural gas over the fourth quarter of 2022 and the first three months of 2023, Interfax 

news agency quoted the prime minister as saying on Wednesday. 

"We now see a successful passage of the winter season. We see sufficient reserves," Denys Shmyhal was quoted as 

saying, adding that Ukraine's winter gas reserves were estimated at 15 bcm following the deal with the United States. 

Zelensky visits newly liberated Izium - During his visit Wednesday, President Zelensky thanked the military and 

observed a minute of silence to honor those who had been lost in the war. Izium’s liberation is a huge strategic blow to 
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Russia’s military assault in the east as it had become an important hub for Moscow to launch attacks southward into 

the Donetsk region and Kupyansk. 

Russian war correspondent backtracks after reporting 'huge' losses in Ukraine - So many Russian troops are 

laying down their weapons and surrendering that Ukraine is running out of space to house them, according to the Post. 

It’s not wise to mention Russia’s failures on state television in that country, but live reporting isn’t easy. 

One war correspondent is likely in hot water with Vladimir Putin after reporting Russia’s armed forces have suffered 

“huge” losses in the war against Ukraine. 

Alexander Sladkov was reporting from the Donbas region, when he made the comments. 

“People here are waiting for us to get started, for us to strike with such force that the enemy ends up on its back, in 

other words, in a knockout,” Sladkov told viewers of a Russian state TV channel during a live broadcast, according to 

the New York Post. 

“We’re losing a huge number of people, we have wounded,” Sladkov said. That type of transparency — Ukraine has 

scored major battlefield victories recently — is not welcomed by Russian authorities. 

That’s probably why Sladkov tried to backtrack, saying: “We’re having great successes, we’re having great successes, 

but we’re not …” 

It was here that Sladkov tried to switch to a different topic. He messed up again, though, saying Russia “didn’t finish the 

job … we’d like a knockout,” when discussing strikes on Ukraine’s energy sector. 

Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovich said this week that so many Russian troops are laying down their 

weapons and surrendering that Ukraine is running out of space to house them, according to the Post. 

Humanitarian 

Pope decries "senseless and tragic war" in Ukraine as he arrives in Kazakhstan for gathering of religious 

leaders - Pope Francis has arrived in Kazakhstan for a three-day visit to the country. 

The Pope addressed political leaders in the capital Nur-Sultan on Tuesday evening telling them that he had come at a 

time of “the senseless and tragic war that broke out with the invasion of Ukraine.” 

“I have come to echo the plea of all those who cry out for peace, which is the essential path to development for our 

globalized world.” 

Ukrainian forces find bodies, torture stories in liberated town - Current Time correspondent Borys Sachalko 

visited the newly liberated town of Balaklia in Ukraine's eastern Kharkiv region. He met a man who said he'd been 

electrocuted by Russian interrogators and a mother who said her son was shot dead at point-blank range by Russian 

forces the day before their retreat. 

Ukraine accused Russia of "blatant genocide as Ukrainian forces discovered a "torture chamber" in the recently 

liberated town of Balakliya. The Ukrainian Defence Ministry posted a picture of a dark room with "Lord's prayers" 

carved on its walls. 

The ministry in a tweet said, "Russian torture chamber in liberated Balakliya. The Lord's Prayer was carved on the wall 

by Ukrainian prisoners. Russia must be held accountable for this blatant genocide." 
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Ukrainian officials claimed that they found six bodies that appeared to have been tortured in the newly-liberated areas 

of Kharkiv. 

The US should make Russia pay for its wanton destruction of Ukraine - Russia’s barbaric assault threatens 

the very survival of Ukraine’s people and economy. Meanwhile, Moscow plods along, playing the long game, dented 

but undeterred by sanctions and its tactical fumbles. 

Although, thus far, Ukraine’s most immediate need from its international allies has been military support, economic 

backing is undoubtedly a close second. The World Bank estimates that Ukraine’s economy will be cut in half this year, 

and the losses and costs of rebuilding infrastructure will run in the high hundreds of billions of dollars. 

For this, the country will no doubt seek international aid, but how can it be compensated for such losses? And why not 

force Russia to compensate Ukraine for the damage? The fact remains that there is no real blueprint for forcing Russia 

to do so — though it is not a legal impossibility. 

We live in an era where the word “reparations” resonates both nationally and internationally. In Europe and the United 

States, authorities have already seized extravagant yachts and lavish villas from so-called Russian oligarchs, and they 

have frozen hundreds of billions in Russian sovereign funds. There’s now considerable interest in taking the next step to 

permanently confiscate these assets for Ukraine’s benefit — but this is easier said than done. 

One U.S. legislative effort, the “Yachts for Ukraine Act,” was already scuttled after the American Civil Liberties Union 

raised concerns that confiscation would violate Russian citizens’ right to due process. This is in part because it’s not 

clear that these uber wealthy Russians are actually influencing Russia’s invasion and war decisions. Their best economic 

interests prosper in peace times, not in Russian President Vladimir Putin’s imperialistic fever dream. 

As for confiscating the Russian state’s frozen assets, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and other U.S. government officials 

have cooled on the idea, fearing other countries would then hesitate to leave assets in the U.S. 

But there are essentially two distinct questions at issue here: Is confiscation legal? And is it a good idea? We think the 

answer to both questions is yes. But we believe that policymakers should focus on Russian sovereign assets rather than 

those of individual Russians. 

There are more sovereign assets at issue; they are more liquid; and there is a clearer legal and moral connection 

between them and Russia’s invasion. Their confiscation raises fewer constitutional and civil liberties concerns and, at 

least in the U.S., plausible legislation could solidify legal authority for such confiscation. 

GeoMilitary 

US secretary of state warns Russia might "stir the pot" with Armenia and Azerbaijan to distract from 

Ukraine - US Secretary of State Blinken said he was concerned about whether Russia might try to “stir the pot” 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan “to create a distraction from Ukraine.” 

“But, if Russia can actually use its own influence for good, which is to again calm the waters, end the violence, and urge 

people to engage in good faith on building peace, that would be a positive thing,” Blinken said while touring the Birck 

Nanotechnology Center at Purdue University in Indiana. 

Blinken said he spoke last night with the leaders of Armenia and Azerbaijan and “urged them to do everything possible 

to pull back from any conflict and to get back to talking about building a lasting peace between their countries.” 

“We’d seen the outbreak of hostilities again, something that is in no one’s interest,” Blinken said. 
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Some more context: Russia claimed Tuesday it brokered a ceasefire between Armenia and Azerbaijan after fighting 

erupted on the border between the two countries this week, bringing a decades-old conflict to the brink of reigniting. 

Putin 

Now it’s 65 Russian officials demanding Putin’s ouster - Just days after Russian officials in St. Petersburg and 

Moscow openly called for President Vladimir Putin to give up power, the tally of elected officials demanding the 

Russian leader’s ouster has jumped to 65. That’s according to Kseniya Torstryem, one of the St. Petersburg deputies 

who is collecting signatures for the initiative.  

Now, municipal deputies from Samara, Yakutsk, Veliky Novgorod, and Voronezh have also joined the appeal. In an 

interview with the independent investigative outlet Verstka, some of the deputies in Moscow who launched the effort 

said they understand perfectly well that they won’t get a positive response from the Russian government. (The district 

council in St. Petersburg that first took the initiative and called for Putin to be tried for treason is already set to be 

dissolved on orders of a city court, and one of its members has been hit with a fine for “discrediting” the powers that 

be.) “We could’ve asked Putin for many things all these years—reform, adherence to the constitution, we also asked 

him to release [Alexei] Navalny.  

But it seems that after Feb. 24 there’s no point asking for anything other than his departure,” said Timofei Nikolayev, a 

municipal deputy in Moscow. Another municipal representative, Olga Shtatskaya, told Verstka that a “haze” had 

swallowed up the country that must be destroyed. She said she had “a bit of regret that we didn’t think to do this 

sooner.” 

Russian politicians and commentators cast blame and demand changes after Kharkiv setback - The rout 

of Russian forces in the Kharkiv region has led to some unusually harsh and public debate in Moscow. Commentators 

and politicians have been discussing what went wrong – frequently blaming the Ministry of Defense. 

The public airing of complaints over what Russia describes as a "special military operation" in Ukraine is in sharp 

contrast to the handling of previous setbacks, such as the loss of Snake Island, where the Russian withdrawal was 

described as a goodwill gesture. 

Commentators have dismissed the defense ministry’s weekend explanation that forces were being "redirected" away 

from Kharkiv to Donbas.  

A member of Russia’s Council for Interethnic Relations, Bogdan Bezpalko, suggested that military officials who had 

ignored intelligence about an imminent Ukrainian attack should be held to account. 

“On the front for two months, Ukrainian Armed Forces and military equipment have been massing in that area, all 

Telegram channels have been writing about it," he said on state television. 

“Where was our damned reconnaissance? All of their heads should be lying on Putin’s desk." 

Bezpalko called for “limited mobilization” in Russia. “Of course, this is a tactical defeat,” he said Monday. 

Discussion of a general mobilization — and calling the "special military" operation a war — is also entering the Russian 

parliament. 

“How is a special military operation different from a war? You can stop the military operation at any time. You cannot 

stop the war. It ends either in victory or defeat. I'm leading you to the idea that there is a war going on," said Gennady 

Zyuganov, the leader of the Russian Communist party, during a session Tuesday. 
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Another Putin ally dead after ‘suffocating’ on business trip - Another top ally of Russian President Vladimir 

Putin has died this week, this time of an alleged “stroke” while on a business trip in the village of Roshchino in Russia’s 

far east region. 

Vladimir Nikolayevich Sungorkin, 68, was editor-in-chief of the Russian state newspaper, Komsomolskaya Pravda. 

According to the newspaper, Sungorkin died “suddenly” after showing signs of “suffocation” during the trip on 

Wednesday. 

“It happened absolutely suddenly, nothing foreshadowed. We were in the village of Roshchino. We were driving, we 

were already making our way towards Khabarovsk, we planned to get there in the evening today, and from there to 

Moscow. All was good,” his colleague Leonid Zakharov, who had accompanied him on the business trip, wrote in a story 

for KP. 

According to Zakharov, Sungorkin fell unconscious minutes after suggesting their group “find a beautiful place 

somewhere… for lunch.” 

“Three minutes later, Vladimir began to suffocate. We took him out for fresh air, he was already unconscious… Nothing 

helped. The doctor who did the initial examination said that apparently, it was a stroke. But this is the initial 

conclusion,” his colleague wrote. 

Sungorkin’s passing comes amid a string of mysterious deaths of top Putin allies this month. Most recently, Ivan 

Pechorin, aviation director for Russia’s Far East and Arctic Development Corporation, was reported dead after allegedly 

“falling from a boat” in Vladivostok, according to local Russian media outlets. 

Putin will not be invited to Queen Elizabeth's funeral - Russian President Putin will not be invited to Queen 

Elizabeth’s funeral, according to multiple reports. 

The Russian leader will be excluded from the ceremony due to the country’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine, CNN 

reported, citing a senior official in the British government. 

Reuters reports that the U.K. hasn’t invited any representatives from Russia, Myanmar or Belarus ― a key ally of the 

Kremlin ― to the funeral next Monday. 

The U.K. has vehemently opposed the ongoing assault against Ukraine, imposing strict sanctions and targeting key 

figures in the Russian government with links to Putin and his allies. Myanmar has also been subject to harsh sanctions 

over its treatment of the Rohingya ethnic minority group. 

The Kremlin had already said Putin wouldn’t attend the ceremony, although a spokesperson said the people of Russia 

had “respect” for the queen and “her wisdom.” 

Putin needs Xi Jinping’s help more than ever after his setbacks in Ukraine - In early February, Putin touched 

down in Beijing to a warm welcome from Chinese leader Xi Jinping, as the two strongmen put on a show of unity for the 

world at the Winter Olympics. 

The summit, in which the pair touted their ever-growing ties and railed against NATO expansion, was held three weeks 

before Putin ordered his tanks into Ukraine. While it is not known if the topic of war came up during their 

conversations, one thing is clear now: seven months in, the invasion has gone anything but to plan. 

Putin has just suffered perhaps his worst week since the early days of the war, when his troops were routed in Kyiv and 

forced to retreat. 
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Ukraine’s recapture in recent days of more territory than Russia has taken in all their operations since April is another 

humiliating loss for Putin, who has watched as his invasion falters and his list of friends on the global stage dwindles. 

Criticism of Putin is growing even among his supporters in Russia, and he could, bluntly, do with a win. Fortunately for 

Putin, an opportunity presents itself on Thursday, when he holds his first face-to-face meeting with Xi since the invasion 

began, on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit in Uzbekistan. 

Much is made of the relationship between Russia and China, which has only strengthened since the beginning of the 

war. Experts say Putin will likely be counting on Beijing more than ever after his setbacks on the battlefield. 

China 

China says it’s ready to create new world order with Russia - A top Chinese official said this week that China is 

willing to work with Russia to establish a new world order that will work “in a more just and reasonable direction.” 

Yang Jiechi, the director of the Office of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Communist Party of China (CCP) Central 

Committee, met with outgoing Russian Ambassador to China in Beijing Andrey Denisov on Monday, the Chinese state-

run CGTN news service reported. 

“The Chinese side is willing to work with the Russian side to continuously implement high-level strategic cooperation 

between the two countries, safeguard common interests and promote the development of the international order in a 

more just and reasonable direction,” Yang said, according to a Foreign Ministry statement obtained by Bloomberg. 

Yang’s comment comes as Chinese leader Xi Jinping is set to meet Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin in Samarkand, 

Uzbekistan on Thursday and Friday. Uzbekistan is hosting a summit for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. 

Xi’s travel to Kazakhstan and then Uzbekistan will mark his first foreign trip since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in 

2020. The meeting between Xi and Putin will also be the first event together since Russia invaded Ukraine in February. 

China and Russia have grown closer together in recent years and particularly so in the months since the Ukrainian 

invasion began. Chinese officials have avoided casting blame on Russia for their invasion and have repeatedly criticized 

the sanctions the U.S. and other western nations have raised against Russia as retaliation for Putin’s invasion. 

Containment 

EU Commission president vows solidarity with Ukraine and will travel to Kyiv Wednesday - European 

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen told lawmakers at the European Parliament in Strasbourg that "Europe's 

solidarity with Ukraine will remain unshakeable," and that she would be visiting Kyiv on Wednesday. 

Von der Leyen said European sanctions against Russia would remain in place and that the European Union's (EU) 27-

nation bloc would continue to offer financial support to Ukraine. 

Speaking during her annual State of the Union address, with Ukraine's first lady Olena Zelenska in attendance, she said: 

"The sanctions are here to stay, this is the time for us to show resolve, not appeasement." 

"It is about autocracy against democracy, and I stand here with a conviction that with the necessary courage, and with 

the necessary solidarity (Vladimir) Putin will fail and Ukraine and Europe will prevail. Today courage has a name, and 

that name is Ukraine." 

"This is why today (Wednesday), I am going to Kyiv, to discuss all this with President (Volodymyr) Zelensky – and to 

show him what the single market is as a potential for Ukraine's future, too," she said. 
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Addressing the energy crisis Von der Leyen said the EU will propose measures to cap revenues and force fossil fuel 

firms to share the profits. 

 "In these times it is wrong to receive extraordinary record revenues and profits benefiting from war and on the back of 

our consumers," the EU chief said. 

 "In these times, profits must be shared and channeled to those who need it most," she said. 


