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Conflict Update # 77 

June 1st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces reportedly made incremental 

advances north of Slovyansk but likely have not 

yet been able to take control of the road into 

Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are attempting to advance 

towards Lysychansk from the south and west in 

order to avoid having to fight across the Siverskyi 

Donets River from Severodonetsk but are having 

limited successes so far. 

Russian troops made incremental gains north 

of Avdiivka. 

Russian troops reportedly destroyed 
Ukrainian-built bridges over the Inhulets River 

near Davydiv Brid in response to Ukrainian 

counteroffensive pressure. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian 

forces attempted to advance south of Izyum but 

did not make any confirmed advances on June 1. 

UGS reported that Russian forces conducted 

unsuccessful attacks on Dibrovne and Dovhenke, 

both within 20 kilometers south of Izyum. A 

Russian Telegram channel reported that Russian 

forces are engaged in positional battles to the 

southwest of Izyum in Kurulka and Velyka 

Komyshuvakha. 

Russian forces reportedly made advances to the 

north of Slovyansk and took control of Yarova and Svyatohirsk and are conducting westward offensives from Lyman 

towards Slovyansk. In order for Russian forces to gain access to Slovyansk via road, however, they would have to cross a 

bridge across the Severskyi Donets River outside of Raihorodok, and ISW has not yet seen evidence that they have been 

able to do so, which suggests Russian forces do not yet control the road into Raihorodok-Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued to advance within Severodonetsk today. Head of Luhansk Regional State Administration Serhiy 

Haidai stated that Russian troops now control upwards of 70% of the city and that Ukrainian troops are retreating from 

the city center. Russian Telegram channels additionally indicated that Russian forces are fighting in Ustynivka and Myrna 
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Dolyna, which is a likely attempt to advance northwest to 

Lysychansk without having to cross the Siverskyi Donets 

River from Severodonetsk. They are reportedly fighting 

for control of Bilohorivka (where they attempted a costly 

and failed crossing of the Severskyi Donets River in early 

May) and Vrubivka, which would allow them to advance 

on Lysychansk from the west. Ukrainian forces likely are 

holding onto Toshkivka, south of Severodonetsk, after 

reports that Russian forces lost their positions in 

Toshkivka on May 28. Russian forces have continued 

ground and artillery attacks against Toshkivka to attempt 

to regain lost positions. 

Russian forces today continued ground, air, and artillery 

attacks against Donetsk Oblast and continued fighting to 

the east of Bakhmut around Komyshuvakha, Berestove, 

Nyrkove, Pylypchatyne, and Svitlodarsk in order to gain 

access to highways to the northeast of Bakhmut, which 

would facilitate attempts to encircle the Severodonetsk-

Lysychansk area. 

UGS reported that the Russian grouping around Avidiivka is 

holding its positions in the area, and the Donetsk People’s 

Republic (DNR) claimed that DNR troops encircled Ukrainian 

troops in Avdiivka. Russian forces reportedly cut the Donetsk 

City-Avdiivka-Konstantinivka highway.  They have been close 

enough to the highway for some time that Ukrainian forces 

have probably not been relying on it as a main supply route.  If the Russians could secure it from its base (rather than 

simply cutting it), however, they could be able to use it advance northward towards Konstantinivka, Kramatorsk, and 

Slovyansk. Russian forces are fighting north of Avdiivka in the vicinity of Krasnohorivka and on the southern outskirts of 

Niu York. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces conducted air and artillery strikes against Kharkiv City and its 

environs on June 1. Russian forces shelled the Kyivskyi district of Kharkiv City, Ruski Tyshky, Zolochiv, Derhachi, and 

Tsyrkuny and conducted airstrikes against Vesele and Ternova. 
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Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Ukrainian forces continued to threaten 

Russian ground lines of communication 

(GLOCs) in northeastern Kherson Oblast, 

despite Russian forces restricting further 

Ukrainian counteroffensives yesterday and 

today. The Ukrainian Southern Operational 

Command reported that Russian forces 

destroyed bridges over the Inhulets River in 

Davydiv Brid, an operationally significant 

settlement located on the Russian-controlled 

T2205 highway. Russian forces likely destroyed 

bridges in an effort to hinder Ukrainian efforts 

to reach Davydiv Brid on May 31. Ukrainian 

forces can likely still disrupt Russian forces' 

ability to use the highway as a main supply 

route if they remain just on the other side of 

the river, which is less than a kilometer from 

the road and therefore within range of many 

tactical systems. Disruption of the T2205 as a 

primary GLOC could undermine Russian 

defenses against Ukrainian counteroffensives 

on the northern Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast 

border. Russian forces have also destroyed 

another bridge just north of Davydiv Brid and 

intensified artillery fire in northern Kherson, 

likely in anticipation of continued Ukrainian 

counterattacks. Russian forces also 

unsuccessfully attempted to reconnoiter by 

battle Ukrainian positions on the Mykolaiv-Kherson Oblast on June 1. 

Russian forces continued to fortify positions across southern Ukraine in an effort to establish permanent control over 

occupied territories. UGS reported that Russian forces did not conduct any offensive operations in Zaporizhia Oblast, 

instead executing engineering work for the second lines of defense. The Ukrainian General Staff added that Russian forces 

transferred likely one T-62 tank battalion and one motorized rifle battalion to Vasylivka, approximately 50km south of 

Zaporizhia City. ISW has previously reported on an increase in Russian military presence and fortifications east of the 

Russian-occupied Zaporizhia Nuclear Power Plant (NPP). 

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command said that Russian forces are transferring anti-aircraft missile systems, 

electronic warfare equipment, and multiple rocket launchers to Snake Island off Romanian coast. 

Activity in Russian-occupied areas - Some Russian milbloggers continue to question Russian policy, this time 

regarding the status of occupied territories.  The Head of Russian State Duma International Committee Leonid Slutskiy 

claimed that Russia may annex Kherson Oblast and the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR and LNR) as soon 

as July. A small-scale Russian Telegram Channel MoscowCalling ridiculed Slutskiy’s announcement, noting that Russian 

forces have not secured the land corridor to Crimea via Zaporizhia Oblast. MoscowCalling also noted that without control 

over Zaporizhia Oblast, Russian forces will not have the capacity to support commercial and administrative routes via the 

Kerch Strait bridge. Governor of St. Petersburg Alexander Belov and Russian-appointed Head of Mariupol Konstantin 
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Ivanchenko signed a cooperation agreement between two cities on June 1, but it is unclear whether the Kremlin has 

decided to fully annex Mariupol. 

The Ukrainian counteroffensive in Kherson Oblast has gotten the attention of Russian forces in the area, and the 

Russians are scrambling to secure the vital ground line of communication (GLOC) the Ukrainians have threatened.  

Ukrainian forces carried out a series of organized counterattacks targeting settlements on the eastern bank of the Ihulets 

River that are very close to a key highway supporting Russian forces further north. The Russians have responded by 

destroying the bridges the Ukrainians used in one of those counterattacks and other bridges across the river in an effort 

to hold their line against anticipated continued Ukrainian counter-offensive operations. Ukrainian forces are likely still 

close enough to the highway to disrupt its use as a main supply route, potentially undermining the Russians’ ability to 

hold against Ukrainian counter-offensives from the north. 

Russian milbloggers are expressing growing alarm about the threat of Ukrainian counteroffensives in the areas 

Russian forces have deprioritized while concentrating on Severodonetsk. Russian milbloggers have increasingly focused 

on tracking the rate of Ukrainian counterattacks in late May. Pro-Russian Telegram channel “Dmitriyev” (over 100,000 

followers) reported that Ukrainian forces are fully capable of inflicting ”painful and cutting blows” on Russian GLOCs in 

Kherson, Kharkiv, and Zaporizhia Oblasts by July-August due to lack of adequate Russian defensive forces in the areas.   

Former Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) officer and milblogger Igor Girkin claimed that Ukrainian forces “will grope 

for weakness” in Russian defenses in Kherson Oblast. Russian milbloggers are effectively criticizing the Russian military 

command for endangering Russian territorial gains across other axes by prioritizing the Donbas offensive operation so 

heavily. 

Russian authorities are likely anticipating Ukrainian partisan pressure in Luhansk Oblast. The Main Ukrainian 

Intelligence Directorate (GUR) announced today the launch of the “Luhansk partisan” project to galvanize resistance to 

Russian attempts to consolidate control of Luhansk Oblast.  A Russian Telegram channel reported that the Russian 

Internal Ministry is sending a special detachment of its employees on “leave” to the Luhansk People's Republic (LNR), 

which is a likely attempt to reinforce Russian administrative presence in the LNR in the face of growing internal and 

partisan discontent. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) additionally stated that Russian forces moved a battalion tactical 

group (BTG) to Kupyansk, a Russian-controlled city in eastern Kharkiv Oblast along the P07 highway within 30 kilometers 

of the Luhansk Oblast administrative border. Kupyansk is far from the front lines and in no apparent danger of imminent 

Ukrainian conventional attack.  Taken together, the reported deployment of Internal Ministry employees and a BTG 

suggest that Russian forces are anticipating partisan resistance against their attempts to gain control of Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian forces continue to undermine the economic viability of areas they are attempting to capture. They 

reportedly hit the “Azot” fertilizer production plant in Severodonetsk yesterday and caused dissemination of toxic nitric 

acid smoke. The production plant was an economically-significant resource for Severodonetsk and the Luhansk region 

and it would have been prudent for Russian forces to maintain and take control of the plant’s production capabilities.  

Russian forces similarly destroyed the Azovstal Steel Plant in Mariupol, which had considerable industrial significance for 

Ukraine and could have been economically exploited by Russian occupiers if they had not destroyed it. While the Azot 

plant in Severodonetsk was less productive on whole than Azovstal, its destruction is part of the systemic failure of 

Russian forces to take effective control of the economic and industrial capabilities of occupied territory. Russian forces 

will likely continue to destroy productive infrastructure and continually undermine the economic benefits they could 

have hoped to gain from occupied territories. 

'Ammo exploding for an hour' Putin dealt blow as weapons reserve bombed for the 22nd time - According 

to Zelenskyy aide Alexei Arestovich, the Ukrainian army struck a Russian arms depot in Chornobaivka, a suburb in the 

Kherson region. Mr Arestovich told Ukrainian journalist and former armed forces officer Viktor Kovalenko that this is the 
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22nd time the depot has been hit since the start of the invasion on February 24 2022. The weapons were exploding for 

"about an hour", the journalist reported. 

Just a week ago, chemical weapons expert Hamish de Bretton-Gordon told Express.co.uk that Russian weapon supplies 

are likely to be "down to low stocks". 

He said that Russian weapons are "being decimated by the Ukrainians." Mr de Bretton-Gordon said: "The challenge is 

going to be that the most sophisticated weaponry requires some pretty high tech and high tech is sanctioned. 

Russians Now Said To Control Most Of Syevyerodonetsk, As Kyiv Awaits Critical Weapons - Russian forces 

have taken control of most of the key Donbas city of Syevyerodonetsk amid fierce house-to-house fighting as Kyiv awaits 

delivery of crucial advanced U.S. and German weaponry that Moscow warned would "pour gas on the fire" in the war in 

eastern Ukraine. 

Ukrainian forces are holding just 20% of Syevyerodonetsk, with the Russians controlling more than 60%, while the rest 

has become "no-man's land," Oleksandr Stryuk, the Ukrainian head of the city administration, said on June 1. 

Stryuk, who declined to give his location, said the Ukrainians fighting pitched battles in the city still hope that they can 

prevent Russia taking full control. 

"Part of the Ukrainian troops" have now "retreated to more advantageous, pre-prepared positions," said Serhiy Hayday, 

the head of the Luhansk regional military administration, while other troops continue "fighting inside the city." 

Impacts 

Food inflation - The surge in costs of global commodities have been primarily driven up by the Ukraine war that has 

hindered supplies of sunflower oil, while further driving up animal feed and wheat prices – causing knock-on effects on 

meat, dairy and bakery. 

China bars Russian airplanes from entering its airspace - China has barred Russia’s airlines from flying foreign-

owned jetliners into its airspace, the Russian news outlet RBK reported, after President Vladimir Putin threw the aircrafts’ 

ownership into doubt by allowing them to be re-registered in Russia to avoid seizure under sanctions over Moscow’s 

attack on Ukraine. 

China has taken the position that since Russia seized these aircraft they are in fact stolen, and as such under international 

legal protocols, cannot be given access to another country’s airspace. 

Putin 

Putin orders nuclear drills as Biden sends rocket systems to Ukraine - Vladimir Putin ordered his forces to 

begin nuclear drills, just hours after US President Joe Biden announced America was sending longer-range rockets to 

Ukraine. 

Despite Russia previously warning that to do so would be a ‘provocative escalation,’ Mr Biden confirmed that the US 

would now be dispatching high tech weapons systems to Kyiv to help you be invaded country ‘defend itself.’ But just 

hours after the announcement, Moscow accused Mr Biden of ‘deliberately adding fuel to the fire’ and said Russian forces 

would now be carrying out nuclear drills in a clear warning to both the US and the West. 

The announcement sparked fury in the Kremlin which had warned any such move would be a provocative escalation. 
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And shortly after Mr Biden's interview was published, Russian military officials announced that the country's nuclear 

forces were holding drills in Ivanovo province near Moscow. 

As seen in the article above regarding “Ammo exploding,” Russia is seeing serious depletion of its ammo stocks, and in 

particular, precision weaponry. Ukraine obtaining additional smart weaponry places Putin at a distinct disadvantage, the 

longer the war continues. Small wonder Putin is threatening to escalate – this is just about all he has left. 

Russian Lawmakers Expelled From Communist Faction After Calling On Putin To Stop Ukraine War - Two 

Russian lawmakers in the Far Eastern region of Primorye Krai have been thrown out of the Communist Party's faction in 

the regional parliament after they called on President Vladimir Putin to stop military operations in Ukraine and withdraw 

all troops, in what was a rare display of political protest in Russia. 

The second secretary of the Communist Party in the region, Yevgeny Lyashenko, said on May 31 that Leonid Vasyukevich 

and Gennady Shulga had been expelled from the party's faction for what he called "actions that discredit the party," 

adding that the two lawmakers were not members of the Communist Party, although they were in its parliamentary 

faction. 

Sanctions 

Russia’s Arctic Strategy Melting Under the Scorch of Sanctions - Two government documents—“On the 

development of the Arctic zone and ensuring national security until 2035” and “Energy Strategy 2035” (ES-2035) — 

outline Russia’s vision on its role, place and ambitions in the Arctic macro-region.  

Aside from other aspects, these documents argue that for Russia to preserve its dominance over the northern polar 

region, two strategic goals must be achieved. First is exploiting the macro-region’s economic potential, which is to be 

primarily accomplished through an intensification of exports of non-renewable energy resources and liquefied natural 

gas (LNG) in particular. Second is capitalizing on the local transportation potential of the region, first and foremost 

establishing the Northern Sea Route (NSR) maritime corridor (which follows Russia’s northern coast and links Europe with 

the Asia-Pacific) as an alternative to the Suez Canal. According to the Russian side, the implementation of both of these 

measures will assist Russia in its strategic reorientation toward the economically booming Indo-Pacific macro-region—

the so-called “Pivot to Asia”—with China becoming Russia’s key trade and geopolitical partner. 

Prior to the outbreak of Russia’s full-scale aggression against Ukraine, the energy-related aspects of Russian Arctic 

strategy looked as if they were beginning to bear fruit. In January 2022, Russia’s gas giant Novatek concluded a long-term 

deal with China’s ENN Natural Gas and Zhejiang Energy, committing to supply 1 million tons of LNG per annum to the 

Chinese market for the next 15 years. Earlier, in February 2021, Novatek had signed another LNG contract with the 

Chinese Shenergy Group. Yet, Russia’s unprovoked war against its neighbor seemingly halted—if not effectively 

crippled—the Kremlin’s ambitious plans. And Russia now faces four serious challenges: 

The first is Western sanctions on advanced technology, including components or industrial processes required for LNG 

production. The European Union’s fifth sanctions package specifically bars EU producers from supplying Russia (directly 

and indirectly) with such technologies. It is worth noting that after 2014 (following Russia’s forcible annexation of 

Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula), the world’s largest industrial gas company, German Linde, continued to provide Russian 

industry with indispensable technologies vital for the production of LNG. But now, assuming the latest sanctions cannot 

be evaded, Russia is likely to encounter grave obstacles to completing the strategic Arctic LNG2 mega-project, especially 

its second and third production lines. More importantly, as even Russia’s top officials openly admit, import substitution 

is unlikely to become a viable solution in this regard. Russia’s only LNG-related project that exclusively relies on domestic 

technologies (Yamal LNG fourth line) is not functioning well, having faced various technical difficulties. 
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Second, foreign investors continue to abandon Russia’s Arctic-based energy projects. In particular, Shell decided to pull 

out of the Gydan Energy joint venture (JV) with Gazprom Neft, where it held a 50 percent stake. Notably, Shell and 

Gazprom Neft had previously planned to use this JV as a foundation for creating a new energy cluster in the Arctic region 

(the onshore Leskinsky and Pukhutsyayakhsky areas), with the commercialization phase of this proposed project starting 

in 2028. Furthermore, Japanese Mitsui and JOGMEC as well as French TotalEnergies recently declared their withdrawal 

from the already-mentioned strategic Arctic LNG2 mega project, due to the “inability to carry out financial transactions, 

stemming from economic sanctions.” 

This news, undoubtedly worrisome for Russia, may be overshadowed by yet another “surprise” with far-reaching 

detrimental consequences for the country’s Arctic-related energy ambitions. Namely, it appears that Chinese investors 

are also losing interest in Russian Arctic- and High North–based energy deposits. Specifically, at the end of May, a rumor 

started circulating about the Chinese government instructing its three largest domestic energy firms—Sinopec, China 

National Petroleum Corp (CNPC) and China National Offshore Oil Corp (CNOOC)—not to “rush ahead with investments 

in Russia” (The Moscow Times, May 23). Furthermore, Russia sources claimed that at least five large Chinese engineering 

companies—Bomesc Offshore Engineering, Cosco Shipping Heavy Industry, Penglai Jutal Offshore Engineering, Wison 

Offshore Engineering and Qingdao McDermott Wuchuan—might stop collaborating with Novatek on its Arctic LNG2 

project (Kommersant, May 22). While no official decision on this has yet been made—and Chinese corporations have 

refrained from any comments on the subject—these developments suggest that Chinese investors, businesses and 

technology providers are becoming increasingly hesitant of strengthening cooperative ties with Russian counterparts, 

even in such potentially profitable spheres as energy. 

Russia’s third challenge in developing LNG production in the Arctic is decreasing access to foreign financial resources. 

With major Russian banks, including Sber, Gazprombank, VEB.RF, and Otkrytie FC Bank, having come under sanctions, 

Novatek faces the prospect of severed financial inflows and hindered foreign financial transactions that would have been 

critical to the completion of Arctic LNG2. And with foreign partners abandoning the mega-project, it is unclear how 

Moscow is planning to solve this challenge. 

The fourth problem is restricted Russian access to delivery methods. Notably, Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering 

(DSME), one of the “Big Three” shipbuilders in South Korea and a key partner for Russian LNG producers, recently 

canceled its contract (worth $872 million; signed in October 2020) with Russian Sovkomflot for the construction of LNG 

carriers (Arc7 class). These vessels are essential for transporting LNG across Arctic waters. Reportedly, due to financial 

sanctions, Sovkomflot was physically unable to make payments on the contract; while the Korean side was additionally 

motivated by opposition to Russia’s actions in Ukraine as well as a fear of coming under secondary sanctions. 

Consequently, Russia will not receive at least six modern LNG carriers designed for Arctic conditions. Yet, the actual scope 

of this challenge might be even greater: Russian was also hoping to build an additional 15 such vessels in collaboration 

with another South Korean shipbuilder Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI); this plan has now also likely been derailed.  

Taken together, the “energy” side of Russia’s Arctic strategy appears to be in serious trouble. While this does not mean 

that Russia will not be able to capitalize at all on its vast Arctic-based energy deposits—India and China are likely to 

continue purchasing Russian oil and gas at a discount—the development of new projects (and their financing) may prove 

highly problematic. 

Russia Fails to Meet Bond Obligations, Triggering Swaps Payout - Russia was judged to have breached the terms 

on a bond after missing a $1.9 million interest payment and triggering an insurance payout potentially worth billions of 

dollars.  

The Credit Derivatives Determinations Committee said a “failure-to-pay” event occurred on credit-default swaps because 

Russia didn’t include the additional interest in a late bond payment made at the start of last month. 
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The trigger is a boon for those that entered into a popular trade pitched by banks in the weeks following Russia’s Feb. 24 

invasion of Ukraine -- the so-called basis trade where investors buy both the bonds and credit default swaps. The debt in 

question has already matured, so holders stand to be paid twice -- first on the notes themselves and again on the 

insurance. 

Pacific Investment Management Co., Goldman Sachs, Bank of America and JPMorgan Chase & Co. were among the 12 

voters that agreed a “failure to pay” event occurred. Citibank voted against it. 

The ruling comes as Russia struggles to stay current on its foreign debt payments amid sweeping sanctions over its 

invasion of Ukraine. 

While a comparatively small amount, the missed interest will trigger all of Russia’s outstanding credit default swaps, with 

the final amount likely to be set at auction. Credit-default swaps covered a net $1.5 billion of Russian debt in total as of 

the end of last month, according to the Depository Trust & Clearing Corp. That compares with $3.2 billion at the end of 

April.  

At the same time, a failure to pay $1.9 million isn’t sufficient to trigger a cross-default across other instruments. The 

minimum threshold is an amount of at least $75 million, according to documents for other Russian Eurobonds and 

reviewed by Bloomberg. 

Containment 

Can Western Artillery Stop Russia’s Progress In The Donbas? - Over the past several weeks, Russian troops have 

slowly expanded their control of territory 

in the Donbas, pounding Ukrainian 

defense forces with artillery 

bombardments and reducing towns and 

villages to rubble. 

Setbacks for the Ukrainian military in the 

east contrast with the course of the war 

in the weeks after Russia’s February 24 

invasion, when Kyiv’s forces kept the 

attacking troops out of the capital and 

other key cities, picking off Russian tanks 

with anti-armor weapons. 

Russia has since concentrated its forces in 

the east for a large-scale artillery fight reminiscent of World War II battles. Experts say Moscow hopes to take advantage 

of having the upper hand in terms of manpower and weapons, something visible in its nonstop bombardments of 

Ukrainian forces in the Donbas in recent days. 

Now the West is taking steps to arm Ukraine for the new reality of the war before it is too late. On June 1 U.S. President 

Joe Biden’s administration will formally announce a new tranche of military aid totaling $700 million that includes 

powerful high-mobility artillery rocket systems, or HIMARS, capable of pulverizing enemy forces from miles away. 

Likening the artillery war in the Donbas to two boxers slugging it out in the ring, a senior NATO official said on condition 

of anonymity on May 30 that the outcome will depend on “who has more rounds of artillery ammunition, who has more 

rockets, who has more people to actually put on the ground in the fight.” 
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With Russia close to capturing the whole of the Luhansk Oblast, one of two provinces that make up the Donbas, the West 

is hoping to change the tide of the fighting. Putin has made capturing the Donbas a key military aim. 

Wesley Clark, NATO’s supreme allied commander in Europe from 1997 to 2000, warned last week that Ukrainian forces 

lack the artillery to fight the new phase of the war effectively and said Western military aid was so far “insufficient” to 

drive the Russian forces back. (We quoted from General Clark’s warning last week). 

“Ukraine needs to be further reinforced. It has the fighting capacity and the determination to force the Russians out; it 

does not have the means,” he told RFE/RL in an interview on May 27. 

Ukraine’s military industry has been partially crippled by missile attacks since Russia launched the full-scale invasion, 

undermining its defense capabilities. 

And the Ukrainian military is also lacking ammunition for its Soviet-made artillery, including its 152-milimeter howitzers, 

hindering its ability to destroy Russian weapons. 

Ben Hodges, a former commander of the U.S. Army Europe, told RFE/RL said Ukrainian forces will face a few “pretty 

rough” weeks before they start feeling the “positive effect” from all the U.S. and other Western artillery starting to arrive. 

Clark sees a two-month window starting in July for Ukrainian forces to drive the Russians out of the Donbas if they receive 

enough heavy artillery. 

By then the ground will be parched, making it easier to attack, while Russia will have yet to mobilize more forces, he said. 

The US has trained more than 400 people to operate the M777 and about 50 have learned to maintain them, the U.S. 

official said. Eight soldiers are required to operate an M777. 

The HIMARS just approved by the Biden administration are just as devastating. 

Glen Howard, a military expert and president of the Jamestown foundation, said HIMARS can “pulverize” an area where 

enemy forces are gathering for an attack. “They just saturate an area,” he said. 

The United States has authorized the delivery of HIMARS rockets capable of traveling up to 80 kilometers, a senior 

administration official said on May 31. HIMARS can launch missiles as far as 300 kilometers -- but delivering missiles with 

such a range might violate Biden’s determination not to encourage Ukraine to target Russian soil. 

Howard suggested the HIMARS along with new Western anti-ship missiles could potentially deter Russia from attacking 

ships exporting grain from Ukraine’s Black Sea ports. 

Following the U.S. announcement, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on June 1 pledged to send Ukraine high-tech anti-

aircraft systems amid criticism from the opposition that Berlin hasn't provided enough military aid in the fight against 

Russia's unprovoked invasion. 

Poland an “Economic Hib” for Ukraine - Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki said his country will serve as an 

“economic hub” for neighboring Ukraine, helping it export grain and other products while Russia blocks Ukraine’s export 

routes. In thanking Poland for its support during the war, Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the countries have 

progressed "from warm and good-neighborly relations to another stage of strong and historic ties.” 

Phoenix Ghosts are part drones, part missiles. How does that change combat? - In addition to the Phoenix 

Ghosts, the United States is sending more than 700 Switchblade loitering munitions to Ukraine. These orders appear to 

be for the lightweight Switchblade 300, though they may include the Switchblade 600—a heavier variant with a larger 

warhead, according to Bloomberg. The Defense Department has also ordered an unknown number of AeroVironment 

RQ-20 Puma AE surveillance drones for Ukraine. These small drones are launched by hand. 
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Although the Switchblade is predominantly viewed as an infantry weapon, AeroVironment has lately integrated the drone 

into a variety of air and ground vehicles. Last year, AeroVironment launched a Switchblade 300 from a Jump 20 drone, 

which is intended to replace the Army’s aging RQ-7 Shadow. Also in 2021, Kratos launched a Switchblade from an Airwolf 

drone, and General Dynamics unveiled a tracked robotic vehicle that can deploy 50 Switchblades. 

The Switchblade’s increasing ubiquity is emblematic of the Defense Department’s widening embrace of loitering 

munitions. The Army’s Air-Launched Effects and Marine Corps’ Organic Precision Fires  programs envision a future in 

which air, ground, and sea vehicles will serve as launch platforms for drones, namely loitering munitions. The US Special 

Operations Command also has several programs aimed at procuring loitering munitions for ground and maritime 

platforms. 

Germany To Give IRIS-T Air Defense 

System To Ukraine - Germany will send 

Ukraine advanced IRIS-T SLM surface-to-air 

missile systems, as well as rocket launchers 

and tracking radars to detect enemy 

howitzers, mortars and artillery, Chancellor 

Olaf Scholz announced today. 

“The government has decided to deliver the 

IRIS-T system, the most modern air defense 

system Germany has,” Scholz said in a 

speech to the German parliament, according 

to a translation by the German news site DW. 

“This will enable the Ukrainian government 

to defend entire cities from Russian missile attacks.” 

Manufacturer Diehl Defence says the IRIS-T SL guided missile at the 

heart of the system can hit targets up to 25 miles away at 

altitudes of up to more than 12 miles. That would add much-

needed capabilities to an aging Soviet-era air defense arsenal 

Ukraine has already used to great effect to prevent Russia from 

achieving air superiority. You can read much more about this 

system in our initial reporting that Germany was considering 

sending it to Ukraine. 

Scholz also promised to deliver "state-of-the-art radar systems that can locate enemy mortars and artillery. 

This is a decision we've made which will ensure the safety of Ukraine with the most modern of 

weapons." 

Portugal send soldiers to Lithuania - Portugal has sent 146 Marines to join a 

NATO force stationed in Lithuania as part of efforts to bolster the alliance’s eastern 

flank. The deployment includes divers specializing in deactivating mines 

and other explosive devices. 

Instead of driving NATO members apart as originally intended, Putin has seen the various nations unite in opposition to 

his European aggression plans and actions. 
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Humanitarian 

Civilians Killed In Slovyansk, As Houses And School Hit - Fires were still burning as residents surveyed the damage 

after Russian shelling hit a school and several apartment blocks in Slovyansk, eastern Ukraine. The city was held by 

Moscow-backed separatists for nearly three months in 2014 before being retaken by Ukrainian forces. The Russian Army 

is now pushing toward the city from three directions. 

Russia destroys Ukraine’s historic heritage, steals rare collections from museums - “Putin wants to destroy 

European heritage and culture, wipe them off the face of the earth,” Ukraine’s Culture Minister Oleksandr Tkachenko 

said in early March.  

Almost 100 days into the Kremlin’s large-scale invasion of Ukraine, hundreds of cultural heritage sites in the country have 

been destroyed and thousands of rare historical artifacts have been stolen. 

As of May 27, the Culture Ministry has documented 367 war crimes against Ukraine’s cultural heritage, including the 

destruction of 29 museums, 133 churches, 66 theaters and libraries, and even a century-old Jewish cemetery. This 

cemetery in Hlukhiv, Sumy Oblast, which is a site of pilgrimage for Jews, was hit by two Russian missiles on May 8.  

“Russians have the precise aim of destroying our culture as part of our identity, something that distinguishes Ukraine 

from Russia,” Bloomberg quoted Olha Honchar, co-founder of Ukraine’s Museum Crisis Center, as saying. “It has become 

quite clear now for the whole world that Russia bombs museums, archives, and theaters not by accident.” 

“Not every terrorist will even think about targeted missile strikes on museums,” President Zelenskyy said in response to 

the destruction. “And this is the kind of army that is fighting against us.” 

Russian invaders stole a “unique and priceless” collection of 2,300-years-old Scythian gold from the local history museum 

in Melitopol. Gold artifacts were discovered in massive burial mounds, known as kurgans, by archaeologists in the 1950s. 

In all, the occupiers stole 198 items, including floral ornaments and breastplates, according to the Crimean Tatar Resource 

Center.  

They also took non-Scythian exhibits, like 48 pieces of historical weaponry from the 17th through the 20th centuries, as 

well as 76 items made at least 1,500 years ago. 

Geopolitics 

op EU official says Croatia ready to join the euro in 2023 - The European Union’s chief executive said Wednesday 

that Croatia is ready to join the group of countries using the euro single currency at the start of next year. 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said in a tweet that the EU executive branch she heads believes 

“that Croatia is ready to adopt the euro on 1 January 2023.” 

The move, should it go ahead, would bring to 20 the number of countries using the euro. But the commission’s 

recommendation must first be approved by member countries, probably in the first half of July. 

Joining the single currency, Von der Leyen said, “will make Croatia’s economy stronger, bringing benefits to its citizens, 

businesses and society at large. Croatia’s adoption of the euro will also make the euro stronger.” 

Neutrality Is Not An Option! Austria Must Follow Finland And Sweden Into NATO - While Sweden and Finland 

are fast-tracking NATO applications, the writer's homeland of Austria continues to cling to longstanding "neutrality" 

status, sleepwalking through the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The government has the polls on their side. But in reality, 

it's not our neutrality that protects us. 
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NATO chief working on deal for Finland, Sweden memberships - NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said 

he will be meeting with senior officials from Turkey, Finland and Sweden in Brussels in coming days to clear a path for 

Finland and Sweden to join the military alliance. All NATO nations must approve any new members, and Turkey has raised 

concerns. Stoltenberg, who met with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Washington on Wednesday, said he was 

confident a deal could be worked out. 

“President Putin wanted less NATO. He is getting more NATO – more troops and more NATO members,” Stoltenberg said. 


