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Conflict Update # 196 

September 28th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 58,150 (+400) soldiers killed, 2,312 (+6) enemy tanks, 4,889 (+8) armored  combat vehicles, 1,381 

(+3) artillery systems, 331 (+0) MLRS systems, 175 (+0) air defense systems, 262 (+1) warplanes, 224 (+0) helicopters, 

989 (+12) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 241 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,742 (+12) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Russian milbloggers discussed Ukrainian gains around Lyman with increased concern on September 28, 

suggesting that Russian forces in this area may face imminent defeat. Several Russian milbloggers and prominent 

military correspondents claimed that Ukrainian troops advanced west, north, and northeast of Lyman and are working 

to complete the envelopment of Russian troops in Lyman and along the northern bank of the Siverskyi Donets River in 

this area.  

Russian mibloggers stated that Ukrainian troops are threatening Russian positions and lines of communication that 

support the Lyman grouping. The collapse of the Lyman pocket will likely be highly consequential to the Russian 

grouping in northern Donetsk and western Luhansk oblasts and may allow Ukrainian troops to threaten Russian 

positions along the western Luhansk Oblast border and in the Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area. 

Russian military leadership has failed to set information conditions for potentially imminent Russian 

defeat in Lyman. The Russian Ministry of Defense has not addressed current Russian losses around Lyman or 

prepared for the collapse of this sector of the frontline, which will likely further reduce already-low Russian morale.  

Russian military authorities previously failed to set sufficient information conditions for Russian losses following the 

first stages of the Ukrainian counteroffensives in Kharkiv Oblast, devastating morale and leading to panic among 

Russian forces across the Eastern axis.  

The subsequent ire of the Russian nationalist information space likely played a role in driving the Kremlin to order 

partial mobilization in the days following Ukraine’s initial sweeping counteroffensive in a haphazard attempt to 

reinforce Russian lines. Future Ukrainian gains around critical areas in Donetsk and Luhansk Oblast may drive additional 

wedges between Russian nationalists and military leadership, and between Russian forces and their superiors. 

The Kremlin could temporarily postpone announcing the annexation of Russian-occupied Ukrainian 

territory to better prepare the Russian information space and administrative organization, although September 30 

remains the most likely date for some kind of annexation announcement.  

ISW forecasted on September 27 that Putin will likely announce the Russian annexation of occupied Ukrainian territory 

on September 30 in his planned address to both houses of the Russian parliament. The Russian Ministry of Defense 

announced today that Russia will “fulfill the aspirations of the residents of the LNR, DNR, Zaporizhia, and Kherson 

oblasts to be together with Russia” in the “near future.  
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However, Russian State Duma speaker Vyacheslav Volodin announced earlier today that the State Duma should hold its 

accession sessions to approve the annexation of occupied Ukrainian territory on October 3 and 4. Latvian-based 

Russian-language opposition outlet Meduza quoted Kremlin sources today who claimed that the Kremlin decided ”not 

to rush things.” Those sources told Meduza that ”the PR effect from [annexation] will be almost zero” due to broad 

dissatisfaction with partial mobilization in Russia. Meduza reported that the Kremlin conducted a dissatisfactory closed 

public opinion poll that demonstrated broad Russian discontent and may be attempting to rectify public unhappiness 

with mobilization before announcing annexation. 

Russian-appointed occupation administration leaders of Kherson, Zaporizhia, Donetsk, and Luhansk Oblasts each 

shared an appeal to Russian President Vladimir Putin earlier today, asking Putin to recognize their sham referenda and 

welcome them to Russia.  

The Russian occupation leaders of each oblast will likely meet with Putin in the coming days to present their requests. 

Putin could announce those performative accession negotiations, rather than final annexation, in his September 30 

speech. 

Russian authorities continue to send newly-mobilized and undertrained recruits to directly reinforce 

severely degraded remnants of various units, including units that were previously considered to be Russia’s premier 

conventional fighting forces. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that newly-mobilized Russian men arrived to 

reinforce elements of the 1st Tank Regiment of the 2nd Motorized Rifle Division of the 1st Guards Tank Army in 

unspecified areas of Ukraine with no training at all.  

Social media footage from yesterday shows a Russian soldier mobilized into the 1st Tank Regiment explaining that he 

will be sent to fight in Kherson Oblast within two days without any basic training, as ISW reported yesterday. The 1st 

Guards Tank Army was considered Russia’s premier mechanized force prior to February 24, and that fact that its 

elements are being reinforced with poorly disciplined, untrained men is consistent with ISW’s previous assessments 

that even Russia’s most elite units have sustained substantial losses in Ukraine and are therefore increasingly degraded. 

The addition of newly mobilized forces to elements of the 1st Guards Tank Army is unlikely to lend these units any 

decisive combat power. 

Ukrainian military officials largely maintained operational silence regarding specific Ukrainian actions in 

Kherson Oblast on September 28 but stated that Ukrainian troops are continuing positional battles in unspecified 

locations to consolidate and improve their positions along the Southern Axis. 

Russian forces continued unsuccessful ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian military recruitment officials are openly contradicting the Kremlin’s publicly-stated guidelines for 

mobilization to meet quota requirements even as Kremlin propaganda is attempting to change the public perception of 

partial mobilization. 

Russian authorities are beginning to restrict movement of Russian citizens into Russian border regions to cope 

with hundreds of thousands of Russian men attempting to flee the country. 

Counteroffensive has only 6 percent of Kharkiv left to liberate - Ukrainian troops have only 6 percent of 

Kharkiv left to liberate amid their counteroffensive, military officials said Tuesday. 

Oleg Synegubov, the head of Ukraine's Kharkiv Regional Military Administration, said that despite the gains, Russia 

continues to conduct shelling in the region, according to a report from Ukrainska Pravda. 
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When Russian President Vladimir Putin launched the "special military operation" in Ukraine on February 24, Kremlin 

officials hoped for a quick victory, but Ukraine responded with a stronger-than-expected defense that has prevented 

Putin's military from achieving major goals in Ukraine after seven months of fighting. 

Ukrainian counteroffensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) - Eastern 

Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - Ukrainian forces today continued to make significant gains 

around Lyman, advancing from the north along the Zelena Dolyna-Kolodiazi arc and from the southeast around Yampil.  

Geolocated combat footage corroborates 

claims made by Russian milbloggers that 

Ukrainians took control of Zelena Dolyna 

(15km north of Lyman) and pushed east to 

take control of Kolodiazi (11km northeast 

of Lyman). Several Russian sources 

indicated that Ukrainian troops pushed 

southeast of Kolodiazi and are fighting on 

the outskirts of Torske, just 12km northeast 

of Lyman.  

Russian milbloggers also claimed that 

Ukrainian troops accumulated near Yampil 

(13km southeast of Lyman) and broke 

through Russian defensive lines there to 

push towards Torske from the southwest. 

Russian sources additionally discussed 

Ukrainian gains northwest of Lyman and 

claimed that Ukrainian troops are attacking 

Shandryholove, about 10km northwest of 

Lyman.  

Geolocated footage shows that Ukrainian 

troops have liberated Novoselivka, just 

south of Shandryholove and 10km 

northwest of Lyman. Several Russian 

milbloggers voiced escalated concern that 

Ukrainian forces are seeking to take control 

of the Svatove-Lyman road that is currently 

a critical ground line of communication 

(GLOC) for the Russian grouping in Lyman. 

Ukrainian troops today also continued 

offensive operations around Kupyansk. 

Geolocated footage shows Ukrainian 

troops raising Ukrainian flags over 

Kivsharivka, about 10km southeast of 

Kupyansk. Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Ukrainian troops took control of the 

Kupyansk-Uzlovaya station, 8km southeast of Kupyansk on the outskirts of Kivsharivka.  
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Russian sources suggested that Ukrainian troops are attempting advances to the northeast of Kupyansk along the 

Pervshyi Lyman-Tavilzhanka line. A prominent Russian military correspondent claimed that all Russian units entirely 

withdrew from Kupyansk on September 28, although it is unclear where those units are redeploying to. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Ukrainian military officials largely maintained operational silence regarding 

specific Ukrainian actions in Kherson Oblast today but stated that Ukrainian troops are continuing positional battles in 

unspecified locations to consolidate and improve their positions along the Southern Axis.  

Ukrainian military officials also reiterated that Ukrainian troops are continuing an interdiction campaign to target 

Russian logistics, military, and transportation assets, as well as concentration areas, in Kherson Oblast. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command stated that Russian forces are pulling reserves from the Crimean direction to reinforce 

the current southern frontline against Ukrainian counteroffensive operations. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Ukrainian forces hit two main areas in Kherson Oblast as part of Ukraine’s 

continuing interdiction campaign yesterday and today: around Kherson City and near Beryslav, about 70km east of 

Kherson City.  

Geolocated footage shows the aftermath of a reported Ukrainian HIMARS strike on Oleshky, 8km southeast of Kherson 

City. Russian sources also posted imagery of the aftermath of a Ukrainian strike on Kherson Polytechnical College in 

Kherson City, where Russian troops reportedly were residing. Ukrainian sources also stated that Ukrainian forces hit 

Russian concentration areas near Beryslav. 

Ukrainian sources reported that Ukrainian troops conducted limited ground maneuvers in western Kherson Oblast 

yesterday and today. UGS reported that their troops repelled a Russian attack on Bezimenne, 15km southwest of 

Davydiv Brid and near the Inhulets River that runs along the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command additionally noted that Russian troops attempted to attack Bezimenne from 

positions in Chkalove, 7km southeast of Bezimenne. Russian sources discussed various Ukrainian troop rotations 

northwest of Kherson City near Posad-Pokrovske and in western Kherson Oblast near Andriivka. 

Russian subordinate main effort—Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued unsuccessful ground attacks in 

Donetsk Oblast today. UGS reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks south of Bakhmut near Zaitseve, 

Mayorsk, Mykolaivka Druha, Odradivka, and Zalizne (all within 15km of Bakhmut), and west of Avdiivka near 

Pervomaiske.  

A Russian source claimed that Wagner Group forces fought in Odradivka and advanced on Ukrainian positions in 

Zaitseve. Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed that Chechen “Akhmat” special forces and other Russian 

and proxy forces control Spirne (25km northeast of Bakhmut) and repelled a Ukrainian ground attack on the settlement 

on September 28.  

UGS also reported that Russian forces conducted failed ground assaults southwest of Donetsk City near Pobieda, 

Novomykhailivka, and Pavlivka. A Russian source expressed continued concern that Ukrainian forces may launch 

ground attacks towards Vuhledar in the coming days. 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Russian forces continued routine artillery, air, and missile strikes west of 

Hulyaipole and in Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts on September 28.  

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces struck Mykolaiv City and Zaporizhzhia City. Ukrainian 

sources also reported that Russian heavy artillery and Grad rocket strikes damaged critical infrastructure in Nikopol, 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast.  
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Ukrainian sources also claimed that Ukrainian air 

defense systems shot down Russian Kh-59 cruise 

missiles over Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, 

and Odesa on September 28. 

Russia's next new strategy: try to stall until 

2023 - Russia's progress on the frontline has 

stalled. But without weapons promised by the 

West, Ukraine has not been able to carry out 

decisive counteroffensives. The West's 

indecisiveness risks the war being dragged out 

until next year — which is exactly what Putin 

wants. 

For about a month, the front line has remained 

almost unchanged. Russian troops have gone as 

far as they can. 

Obviously, this situation annoys the Kremlin, 

forcing it to look for new, rather unconventional 

ways to replenish human reserves and worn-out 

weapons. But Moscow is also playing for time, 

believing that the onset of cold weather will play 

into its hands, as an impending energy crisis 

spreads through Europe. 

U.S. Embassy in Moscow urges American 

citizens to leave Russia 'immediately' - The 

U.S. Embassy in Moscow is urging American 

citizens residing in Russia to leave immediately 

amid Vladimir Putin’s escalation of the war in 

Ukraine. 

“U.S. citizens should not travel to Russia and those residing or traveling in Russia should depart Russia immediately 

while limited commercial travel options remain,” the embassy said in a security alert issued Tuesday. 

Peace Talks 

Russia ready for negotiations with Kyiv but military objectives won't change, says Peskov - Russia stated 

on Tuesday that Moscow was ready to negotiate with Kyiv but reiterated that all goals of the special military operation 

remained unchanged. 

The Press Secretary for the President of Russia, Dmitry Peskov has stated that Russia is ready for negotiations with 

Ukraine amid the ongoing war. Peskov, however, stated that the objectives of Russia’s special military operation, which 

was announced by Putin on February 24, will remain unchanged. 

In a conversation with the President of Turkey, Recep Erdogan, Putin stated that Russia was ready for negotiations with 

Kyiv, but the conditions for the negotiations would change as the situation changes, the Kremlin spokesperson 

revealed, reported Sputnik. 
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Peskov blames Ukraine for ceasing the negotiations - Earlier, the Foreign Minister of Turkey, Mevlut Cavusoglu 

had stated that during the Samarkand summit, Putin had admitted to Erdogan that a resumption of dialogue with Kyiv 

remained a possibility.  

Peskov, in his statement, added that with regard to negotiations, the principles of the special military operation in 

Ukraine and the demands of Russia remained unchanged. Furthermore, Putin asked the President of Turkey to 

remember that it was Kyiv that had abandoned the negotiating track, stated the Kremlin spokesperson as per Sputnik. 

UN and Turkey pitch negotiations to solve the conflict - While signifying the need to bring the conflict to a 

peaceful conclusion as soon as possible, Erdogan stated that the mediating parties should focus on trying to broker a 

peace deal between Moscow and Kyiv instead of taking sides in the conflict. 

Referendum in four oblasts 

Sham referendums in Ukraine are a sign of weakness - 

Everyone, including Putin himself, knows these plebiscites are 

even more fake than the March 2014 Crimean Peninsula 

"referendum" spectacle which led to the Ukrainian peninsula's 

annexation by Russia. The results are predictable. Later this 

week, the Kremlin will formally announce that the regions of 

Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson all "voted" to join 

Russia. Putin will no doubt grant their wish and sign the 

accession documents in the coming days to give himself a 

present on his 70th birthday on October 7. 

The world will not recognize this sham vote much like it did not 

acknowledge the Crimean land grab. Maybe Russia's client 

states like Eritrea and Syria, or unrecognized entities like 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia (both forcibly taken by Russia from 

Georgia in 2008) will. 

Putin may believe that Russians will be pleased to learn that he 

just "saved" more of their kin from the imaginary clutches of the imaginary "Ukrainian neo-Nazis" and made their 

country even bigger.  

But unlike the euphoria which accompanied the annexation of 2014, this time Russians will pay scant attention.  

Firstly, because Crimea held a special place in the post-Soviet imagination wounded by the sudden collapse of the 

Soviet Union. Eastern Ukraine has no such symbolic meaning. Secondly, because the "referendums" are being held 

against the background of what Putin is officially calling a partial mobilization, but which is, to all intents and purposes, 

a general call-up in Russia. Hundreds of thousands of families are sending off their unprepared men to war and very 

likely deaths. Many thousands more are hastily trying to help them escape across rapidly closing borders. 

The Kremlin has no choice but to swiftly proclaim the occupied Ukrainian regions as Russian territory, then massively 

deploy the newly called up reservists there. Without them, holding on to these lands is very problematic for Russia. But 

now that the newly occupied territories will be proclaimed a Russian territory, Putin will claim that the Ukrainian armed 

forces are invading the Russian mainland. He will probably resort again to nuclear blackmail (as he's done regularly 

since the beginning of this all out invasion of Ukraine in February) to achieve a respite in the fighting and may even 

agree to some form of negotiations.  
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Putin is under pressure to act quickly before the inevitably and sharply rising figures of the dead and wounded start to 

rattle Russian society. 

This is a desperate and risky plan. The Ukrainians will not withdraw from Donetsk and the other three regions. Putin will 

have to either push them back with conventional warfare or live up to his promise of using short-range battlefield 

nuclear weapons (sometimes mistakenly called tactical). This will entail a US response with "horrific" consequences, as 

US Secretary of State Blinken put it recently. 

The Crimean plebiscite of 2014 was a spectacle staged by an unscrupulous and cynical victor. In 2022 the situation is 

entirely different. Putin's "referendum" ruse today looks like a half-hearted attempt to show strength and resolve when 

both are visibly lacking. No matter how long the war will continue, these fake votes will be forgotten tomorrow. 

Russia using annexations, mobilization to 'plug the holes' and 'hold the line,' says analyst - After holding 

stage-managed, wartime votes on “joining the Russian Federation” in the Russia-occupied parts of four Ukrainian 

regions, the Kremlin appears to be moving rapidly toward claiming sovereignty over more Ukrainian territory. Putin is 

expected to address the nation on September 30 to formalize the move. The process appears to be playing out nearly 

identically to the one that culminated in the Russian seizure of Ukraine’s Crimea region in 2014. 

In addition, Putin recently announced a “partial military mobilization” with the goal of calling up at least 300,000 

reservists to fight in Ukraine. 

Both developments come on the heels of a successful Ukrainian counteroffensive that has left Russian forces reeling in 

the Kharkiv region and dealt Moscow a significant public-relations blow. 

Current Time, a Russian-language network run by RFE/RL in cooperation with VOA, asked Russian political scientist and 

liberal commentator Ivan Preobrazhensky for his take on the Kremlin’s change of tactics. 

Putin is shortly to hold a televised spectacle that the Kremlin has set in motion. It is clear that no normal referendums 

are being held anywhere. It is clear that no one outside of Russia is taking any of this seriously, while inside Russia, 

everyone understands this is a performance.  

And it isn’t a problem to perform a spectacle: they have all the necessary resources and opportunities. It isn’t a 

problem to simulate voting, publish figures that were predetermined already during the summer, proclaim that the 

residents of the occupied territories want to voluntarily join the Russian Federation, hold an event in [the Kremlin’s] St. 

George’s Hall, applaud Vladimir Putin’s speech, and give him a present for his October 7 birthday. 

After the spectacle will come two practical developments that, in the short-term perspective, are the reasons for doing 

this. First, the Kremlin will have -- or so it thinks -- an additional reason to wave around its nuclear weapons and shout: 

“These are our people! Our territories! Don’t mess around or we will use the bomb!” 

Bearing in mind that Ukrainian President Zelenskiy and the Americans have said that they take seriously the threats 

Putin has already made that Russia will use nuclear weapons to defend its interests, they will now have to take them 

even more seriously. 

The second point is connected to the reservists. Defense Minister Shoigu has said that those called up will not fight in 

the zone of the so-called special military operation. But they understand that it is one thing to fight on Ukrainian 

territory and another to fight on the purported territory of Russia after [those regions] are proclaimed to be Russian. 

We know that this won’t end the war, and nothing will stop. However, reservist-soldiers can be sent there because they 

will be “defending the territory of the Russian Federation.” Under existing laws, they definitely can participate in 

“defensive” military actions on Russian territory. This whole performance is being done to give the military action the 

veneer of a “defensive” nature. 
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The Kremlin does not have the resources to take the offensive. It needs to immediately mobilize a lot of cannon fodder 

and use them to plug the holes in the line simply to hold that line. Putin hasn’t said anything about an offensive. No one 

in Moscow is speaking seriously about continuing to attack. Obviously, all this is being done to hold on to [occupied] 

territory. Aleksei Aleksandrov is a reporter for Current Time TV. 

Mobilization 

Slovak Defence Minister Naď: Mobilisation will bring end to Putin - The government confirmed Slovakia 

would continue supporting Ukraine diplomatically, economically, politically and militarily to the maximum extent 

possible, despite general support for Russia among the Slovak population. 

Last week, EURACTIV reported on a survey which found that more than half of Slovaks would welcome the military 

victory of Russia over Ukraine. 

However, the government is pushing a different view. On Wednesday, Prime Minister Eduard Heger and Defence 

Minister Jaroslav Naď strongly condemned the mobilisation and referendums announced by Russian President Vladimir 

Putin. 

“I strongly condemn Russia’s pseudo referendums on occupied territories of Ukraine. It’s an illegal annexation, which 

can’t be accepted. We reiterate our support for Ukraine’s full territorial integrity and sovereignty,” Heger tweeted. 

Conscripted Russian soldier immediately surrenders to Ukraine forces – A Russian soldier has surrendered to 

Ukrainian forces, just days after being deployed to fight under President Vladimir Putin's nationwide partial 

mobilization, according to an official. 

Anton Gerashchenko, adviser to Ukraine's minister of internal affairs, posted a video on his Telegram channel on 

Tuesday purportedly showing a Russian soldier who was mobilized five days ago from the western Rostov region, which 

borders Ukraine. 

He said it was the first case of a mobilized soldier surrendering in Ukraine since Putin's September 21 decree. 

"Soldiers of the 92nd brigade captured a frightened, frozen 'mobilized soldier' in the forest near Kupyansk [in eastern 

Ukraine]. He deserted from his military unit and tried to return to Russia, but got lost," Gerashchenko, who regularly 

shares videos showing Russia's military struggles in Ukraine, wrote in a caption. 

Mayhem at Russian border as thousands flee Putin’s draft - It took three days for two 24-year-old friends, 

photographer Mikhail and tech worker Dmitry, to make the grueling journey across a 16-kilometer-long traffic lineup 

between Russia and Georgia. 

The two men, who only wanted to be identified by their first names for fear of retribution, are among the 261,000 who 

fled the country after Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a “partial” war mobilization last week—a decree that is 

set to send hundreds of thousands of young Russian men to fight in Ukraine. 

Mikhail and Dmitry bought plane tickets from Moscow to the city of Mineral Waters in Russia’s Caucasus region on 

Thursday, just hours after the mobilization announcement. They then drove to the city of Vladikavkaz, where they said 

they were forced to leave their car behind after being stopped by a police officer. From there, they walked and 

hitchhiked their way across the Russian border to Georgia. 

Their exodus was the “most horrific time of life,” Mikhail told The Daily Beast. He said it involved multiple 

interrogations by Russian police, as well as threats of imprisonment and extortion. But the two friends were 

determined to make their getaway—because they knew exactly what would happen to them if they stayed. 
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It felt like they were fleeing “the most hostile” country in the world, Mikhail told The Daily Beast. “During one of the 

interrogations by traffic police, I had to show my unusual birthmark and lie to them that I had cancer. They believed me 

and let us go but only to the next checkpoint, where we were once again interrogated.” 

Russia deploys soldiers, armored vehicle to Georgia border amid exodus - Russia's Federal Security Service 

(FSB) has deployed soldiers and an armored personnel carrier to the country's border with Georgia as men attempt to 

flee Vladimir Putin's partial military mobilization. 

Russian state-run news outlet RBC cited the FSB's border department in the Russian republic of North Ossetia-Alania as 

saying that it took action in case some Russian citizens attempt to breach Georgia's border. 

The FSB has deployed the troops to ensure that reservists do not leave the country "without completing border 

formalities," it said in a statement. 

"The armored vehicle is moving there, but it is not moving to set up a checkpoint; it is, roughly speaking, a reserve for 

any unforeseen cases," the border department said. 

Six miles of traffic at Russia's Georgia border amid mobilization—Tracker - 6 miles of traffic have built up at 

Russia's border with Georgia, the morning after President Vladimir Putin announced a partial military mobilization. 

A Newsweek search on Yandex Maps shows a build-up of vehicles near the southern border, suggesting Russians are 

fleeing in response to the decree that reservists will be called up to fight in Ukraine. 

At the time of writing, traffic is visible for a 6-mile stretch to the border checkpoint in Verkhnii Lars. Ekho Kavkaza, a 

Caucasus-based subsidiary of Radio Free Europe, published a video late on Wednesday showing a big queue at the 

checkpoint. 

Latvia declares state of emergency in regions bordering Russia - Latvia has declared a state of emergency in 

the regions bordering Russia’s Pskov region, as well as in airports and sea ports, at border checkpoints and on railways 
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due to the mobilisation declared in Russia and the increased number of Russians wishing to leave their country. The 

Latvian government published a corresponding statement on its website. 

The state of emergency will be in force in the Aluksne, Balvi and Ludza municipalities from 28 September for the period 

of three months. The Pededze border crossing point will be closed. 

“The current situation on the border between Latvia and Russia is stable and calm, it is under strict control. However, 

following the mobilisation declared in Russia, the number of Russians wishing to leave their country has risen 

considerably. Thus, there is a risk of a sharp increase of illegal migrants on the Latvian-Russian border. The goal of the 

emergency measures is to prepare for it in advance,” the message says. 

The spine of the Caucasus - Villages in Dagestan are showing the rest of Russia how to resist the draft - 

Putin’s “partial mobilisation” in Russia continues — according to official statements, some 300,000 Russian nationals 

will be drafted and sent to the frontline in Ukraine. In a number of Russian regions, however — especially in villages 

and small towns — the mobilisation is not so “partial,” but rather total. Shortly after the draft began, Russia’s republic 

of Dagestan in the North Caucasus revolted — so far, close to 300 of its natives have been killed in the war. 

Last Sunday, dozens of people in the small Dagestani village of Endirey took to the streets demanding an end to the 

draft and the call-up of their relatives to the war in Ukraine. The anti-war rally then spread to Makhachkala, where 

protesters blocked a federal highway. 

Dagestan reacted immediately to Putin’s mobilisation order. The day after Putin's announcement, dozens of men from 

the village of Babayurt on the border with Chechnya blocked a federal highway and came to the local military 

registration and enlistment office to protest against the draft. At the same time, news about the draft summons that 

Dagestanis have been receiving bombarded local media 

Videos from Endirey spread like wildfire, and administrators of local Telegram channels began urging people to gather 

in Makhachkala, where a celebration of the city’s 165th anniversary was due to take place on the same day. During the 

day, dozens of protesters, most of them women, streamed into the centre of the Dagestani capital. Almost 

immediately, clashes broke out between the protesters and the police. A video from the scene shows law enforcement 

(some of them in civilian clothes) beating women and men, who in turn get hit back by protesters chanting “No to 

war!,” “We are for peace!” and “Our sons are not cannon fodder.” The women tried to convince the police that Russia 

was killing innocent people in Ukraine and that a person who dies in such a war cannot be considered a shahid [a 

believer taking a martyr’s death fighting in the name of Allah — editor’s note]. 

North Ossetia imposes limits on incoming cars as line grows at region's border crossing with Georgia - 

North Ossetia has imposed restrictions on cars arriving from other parts of Russia as an exodus of military-age men out 

of the country has resulted in a long line of vehicles at a remote border crossing with Georgia. 

Sergei Menyailo, North Ossetia's governor, said on September 28 that the restrictions were being introduced in Russia's 

North Caucasus region because it “will not be physically able to ensure order and security if this flow continues to 

grow." 

The restrictions apply to "citizens who are registered with the military not only in North Ossetia, but also in other 

regions of the country," Menyailo said on Telegram after imposing the restrictions by decree. 

Menyailo calls the decision to restrict entry a "forced measure" associated with "a huge amount of transit traffic" and 

many kilometers of queues at the Upper Lars checkpoint on the Russian-Georgian border. 

Other surrounding countries are similarly considering limits in order to contain the massive inflow of Russians. Aside 

from the administrative angle, there exists the pure immigration effect with internal ethnic balances threatened. 
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Impacts 

Ukraine war could be ‘game-changer’ for UN Security Council, France says - Russia’s war in Ukraine could be 

a “game-changer” for the United Nations Security Council, the French envoy to the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC), Nicolas de Rivière, told EURACTIV. 

“The UN is probably at the crossroads and Ukraine could be a game changer,” de Rivière said on the sidelines of the UN 

GA in NY, calling Russia’s war “a huge blow to multilateralism and a massive violation of the UN Charter.” 

“We will continue to push to make sure that Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity is respected and that this 

war is put to an end as soon as we can,” said de Rivière, whose country holds the 15-nation Security Council’s rotating 

presidency through September. 

Sanctions 

Kazakhstan cracks down on sanctions-hit Russian truckers - Kazakhstan has closed a loophole used by Russian 

and Belarusian freight shippers whose trucks have been barred from entering the European Union, the Central Asian 

nation’s Industry and Infrastructure Development Ministry said on Tuesday (20 September). 

The move will be a boon for Kazakh truckers but is likely to irritate Moscow, Kazakhstan’s major trade and security 

partner, which expects support from its allies in the face of Western sanctions over its invasion of Ukraine. 

Imports from the EU to Kazakhstan by road usually go via Russia and Belarus and have traditionally been done mostly 

by Russian freight companies. But with them being barred from entering the EU, Russian and Belarusian truckers have 

been switching loads on the Belarusian border. 

EU foreign ministers agree to prepare new Russia sanctions amid recent escalation - A new round of 

sanctions against Russia is set to be prepared after an emergency late-night meeting between EU foreign ministers on 

Wednesday (21 September) in New York, following Moscow’s latest escalation in the war against Ukraine. 

Speaking to reporters in New York, EU’s chief diplomat Josep Borrell said Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 

announcement, which included steps to annex swathes of Ukrainian territory, a threat to use nuclear weapons to 

defend Russia, and the first wartime mobilisation since World War Two, showed ‘panic and desperation.’ 

“It’s clear that Putin is trying to destroy Ukraine,” Borrell told reporters after ministers gathered on the sidelines of the 

UN General Assembly to informally discuss how to respond to the latest developments. 

In a joint declaration, EU foreign ministers “condemned in the strongest possible terms” the latest escalation by Russia 

and stated they “will never recognize these areas as anything but a part of Ukraine” and instead “continue to support 

Ukraine’s efforts to restore its territorial integrity as long as necessary.” 

After being briefed in person by Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, they agreed to task their teams with 

preparing the bloc’s next sanctions package. 

EU considers ban on shipping Russian oil as part of price cap - The European Union is considering adding 

shipping restrictions to its oil sanctions as the bloc continues to discuss the introduction of a price cap on Russian oil, 

according to people familiar with the matter. A shipping ban would prohibit EU ships from transporting Russian oil sold 

above an agreed threshold. 
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Putin 

'Putin is cornered': Ex-CIA officer predicts Putin's next move - Russian President Vladimir Putin is under 

pressure as many Russians are defying his call for partial mobilization for the war in Ukraine. CNN's Intelligence and 

Security Analyst Robert Baer says Putin will not de-escalate his war against Ukraine despite facing setbacks. 

As military setbacks in Ukraine force Russian President Vladimir Putin into a corner, one former CIA officer argues that 

the chances he might turn to nuclear weapons are increasing. 

"The chances of his de-escalating are close to zero," Robert Baer, a former CIA case officer, told CNN on Tuesday, 

adding that Putin "simply cannot give up so much ground and be seen to be losing and continue as leader of Russia." 

"The chances of his using nuclear weapons — at least tactical nuclear weapons — is going up by the day," Baer added, 

referring to smaller nuclear weapons meant for use on the battlefield. 

‘We are witnessing Russia’s self-destruction at turbo-regime’ - The ‘referendums’ and expected annexations 

of four Ukrainian regions are Putin’s trump cards to avoid military defeat. Even nuclear threats won’t deter the 

Ukrainians from achieving the military loss of Putin’s Russia, writes Roman Rukomeda, a Ukrainian political analyst. 

After Ukraine’s military success in the offensive in the region of Kharkiv, partially in the area of Kherson, Russian 

leadership put on the table its last arguments – massive mobilization, fake “referendums” about joining captured 

Ukrainian territories to Russia and threats of nuclear weapons strikes. All the arguments are not new to Ukraine; they 

will not radically impact Ukraine’s current plans and activities and are a symptom of Russia’s weakness. 

Ukraine was expecting massive Russian mobilization much earlier, somewhere in the middle of the summer. That is 

why Russians are now trying to catch up through mobilizing, although most of them will just become cannon fodder. 

But this doesn’t seem to bother Putin. In the meantime, we observe growing internal resentment in Russian society 

because of the mobilization. Disobedience has already started in the Caucasus and will gradually increase in other 

Russian regions. Several hundred thousand Russian men have already left, escaping from mobilization. However, I do 

not think this will lead to an internal revolution in Russia so far, though it will complicate the situation for Putin and the 

ruling regime. 

On the other hand, it would be wrong to assume that Russian mobilization will not complicate the situation in Ukraine 

because it will. There will be more intensive battles with a growing number of casualties from the Ukrainian side. 

The logic of Putin’s actions, as he is the one who makes the immediate decision even on the battlefields from the 

Russian side, is to use the mobilization and the recruits to secure control over captured parts of Ukrainian territory 

(Crimea and four regions – Luhansk, Donetsk, Kherson and Zaporizhia). 

Fake “referendums” conducted under the pressure of armed Russian soldiers is a narrative Putin needs to proclaim the 

four Ukrainian regions as new Russian territory. For him, it doesn’t matter if the referendums are not recognised by the 

international community, even by the closest Russian allies. 

With the fake “referendums,” we are getting closer to the central part of Putin’s last argument  – the threat of a 

nuclear attack as pressure to stop the war on Russia’s terms. Putin counts that he can intimidate Ukraine and its 

partners as after these “referendums,” the diplomatic solution is a no-go, according to the Ukrainian authorities. 

After the end of the so-called “referendums,” we expect that Putin will announce annexing the four regions of Ukraine 

as a new part of the Russian Federation. It may happen by the end of September on the occasion of Putin’s address to 

Russia’s parliament or as an address to the nation. But this will not stop the Ukrainian Armed forces from liberating 
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these territories; Putin will have either to start nuclear attacks on Ukraine or to continue the war avoiding the dangers 

of using nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction. 

Ukrainian society and its political and military elites are wholly united in their goal of winning this war. We do not want 

to postpone it for the next generations or our children. The only way to win this war for Ukraine is to inflict Russia a 

military defeat. 

According to international treaties and obligations, it is also important to remember that the Russian threat to use 

nuclear weapons against a non-nuclear peaceful state such as Ukraine is already a crime. 

This is how we live in Ukraine now, with an increasing threat of Russia’s use of nuclear weapons against us. The 

government has created a centralized warning system, has tested it and is getting ready for a possible new emergency. 

Not the best feeling, but we are doing what it takes to be prepared even for such a case. 

One by one, former Soviet Republics are abandoning Putin - From Kazakhstan to Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and 

Tajikistan, countries in Russia's orbit have refused to help him turn the tide in the Ukraine war. All (maybe even 

Belarus?) is coming to understand that his next step would be a complete restoration of the Soviet empire. 

Virtually all of Vladimir Putin's last remaining partner countries in the region are gone from his grip. Kazakhstan, 

Armenia, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan have refused to help him turn the tide in the Ukraine war, because they've all come 

to understand that his next step would be a complete restoration of the empire, where their own sovereignty is lost. 

The Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) was first created in 1992 by the Kremlin to keep former republics 

from fully seceding from the former Soviet sphere of influence. The plan was simple: to destroy the local Communist 

elite, to replace them with "their" people in the former colonies, and then return these territories — never truly 

considered as independent states by any Russian leadership — into its orbit. 

In 1999, Georgia and Azerbaijan left the CSTO. Each had its stated reasons: Georgia did so because Moscow supported 

separatism in Abkhazia and Ossetia; Azerbaijan, because Russia flirted with Armenia. Though in retrospect, the leaders 

of these states also understood that then reformist President Boris Yeltsin was weakening, and the old guard Kremlin 

power apparatus would take over. As Putin took over, Georgia and Azerbaijan began looking for allies outside Russia. 

Uzbekistan suspended its membership in the organization in 2012 after having turned to the United States and NATO to 

contain the Afghan Taliban. 

None of the member states wanted to share their sovereignty, which Moscow tried to force them to do. Even Belarus, 

which today is probably still Putin's closest ally in the region, often blocked the creation of security units based on the 

CSTO. The country's long-ruling strongman Alexander Lukashenko was afraid that Moscow would try to destroy his 

regime, so he strengthened only the internal Belarusian security apparatus. In 2020, this helped him to stay in power, 

although he had to concede to Putin. 

For Russia, the situation is evolving quite well within the CSTO, as the Kremlin steadily strengthening its influence. 

However, February's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and especially the significant losses of the Russian army, changed 

everything. Most organization members began to do everything possible to distance themselves from Moscow. 

They realized that after Ukraine, Russia could come after them. 

'Dear parents - your son is behaving disgracefully': Furious Russians leave message on Putin's parents' 

grave as anger over Ukraine war escalates - Anti-war protesters in Russia placed a message about Vladimir 

Putin's shameful war on the grave of his parents in St Petersburg. It read: 'Dear parents! Your son is behaving 

disgracefully! 'He skips history lessons, fights with classmates, threatens to blow up the whole school. Take action!' 
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Nuclear 

US believes it’s unlikely Putin will use a nuclear weapon, but threat has ‘elevated’ - US officials believe 

that the likelihood Russian President Vladimir Putin will use a tactical nuclear weapon in his struggling war in Ukraine is 

perhaps the highest it has been since Russia invaded in February — but is still not probable, multiple officials familiar 

with the latest intelligence tell CNN. 

The intelligence community is closely watching for any signs that Putin’s calculus has changed after the Russian 

president was widely perceived last week to be escalating his past threats to use nuclear weapons. 

The threat is certainly “elevated” compared to earlier in the year, according to multiple sources. The US in recent 

months has been privately warning Russia not to take such a catastrophic step. 

But so far, there are no signs that Russia is imminently planning their use and the “general assessment hasn’t changed,” 

one source familiar with the intelligence said. 

Several US defense officials, who also said they see no indication at this time of Russia moving nuclear weapons 

around, said they believe it’s likely the US could detect movement even of smaller tactical warheads. 

Officials have long believed that Putin would only turn to a nuclear weapon if there was a threat to his own position, or 

if he perceived an existential threat to Russia itself – which he may consider a loss in Ukraine to be. 

What are tactical nuclear weapons? - Tactical nuclear weapons have burst onto the international stage as Russian 

President Putin, facing battlefield losses in eastern Ukraine, has threatened that Russia will “make use of all weapon 

systems available to us” if Russia’s territorial integrity is threatened. Putin has characterized the war in Ukraine as an 

existential battle against the West, which he said wants to weaken, divide and destroy Russia. 

Tactical nuclear weapons, sometimes called battlefield or nonstrategic nuclear weapons, were designed to be used on 

the battlefield – for example, to counter overwhelming conventional forces like large formations of infantry and armor. 

They are smaller than strategic nuclear weapons like the warheads carried on intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

While experts disagree about precise definitions of tactical nuclear weapons, lower explosive yields, measured in 

kilotons, and shorter-range delivery vehicles are commonly identified characteristics. Tactical nuclear weapons vary in 

yields from fractions of 1 kiloton to about 50 kilotons, compared with strategic nuclear weapons, which have yields that 

range from about 100 kilotons to over a megaton, though much more powerful warheads were developed during the 

Cold War. 

For reference, the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima was 15 kilotons, so some tactical nuclear weapons are capable 

of causing widespread destruction. The largest conventional bomb, the Mother of All Bombs or MOAB, that the U.S. has 

dropped has a 0.011-kiloton yield. 

Delivery systems for tactical nuclear weapons also tend to have shorter ranges, typically under 310 miles (500 

kilometers) compared with strategic nuclear weapons, which are typically designed to cross continents. 

Because low-yield nuclear weapons’ explosive force is not much greater than that of increasingly powerful conventional 

weapons, the U.S. military has reduced its reliance on them. Most of its remaining stockpile, about 150 B61 gravity 

bombs, is deployed in Europe. The U.K. and France have completely eliminated their tactical stockpiles. Pakistan, China, 

India, Israel and North Korea all have several types of tactical nuclear weaponry. 

Russia has retained more tactical nuclear weapons, estimated to be around 2,000, and relied more heavily on them in 

its nuclear strategy than the U.S. has, mostly due to Russia’s less advanced conventional weaponry and capabilities. 
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Russia’s tactical nuclear weapons can be deployed by ships, planes and ground forces. Most are deployed on air-to-

surface missiles, short-range ballistic missiles, gravity bombs and depth charges delivered by medium-range and tactical 

bombers, or naval anti-ship and anti-submarine torpedoes. These missiles are mostly held in reserve in central depots 

in Russia. 

Russia has updated its delivery systems to be able to carry either nuclear or conventional bombs. There is heightened 

concern over these dual capability delivery systems because Russia has used many of these short-range missile 

systems, particularly the Iskander-M, to bombard Ukraine. 

Tactical nuclear weapons are substantially more destructive than their conventional counterparts even at the same 

explosive energy. Nuclear explosions are more powerful by factors of 10 million to 100 million than chemical 

explosions, and leave deadly radiation fallout that would contaminate air, soil, water and food supplies, similar to the 

disastrous Chernobyl nuclear reactor meltdown in 1986. The interactive simulation site NUKEMAP by Alex Wellerstein 

depicts the multiple effects of nuclear explosions at various yields. 

The fundamental question is whether tactical nuclear weapons are more “useable” and therefore could potentially 

trigger a full-scale nuclear war. Their development was part of an effort to overcome concerns that because large-scale 

nuclear attacks were widely seen as unthinkable, strategic nuclear weapons were losing their value as a deterrent to 

war between the superpowers. The nuclear powers would be more likely to use tactical nuclear weapons, in theory, 

and so the weapons would bolster a nation’s nuclear deterrence. 

Yet, any use of tactical nuclear weapons would invoke defensive nuclear strategies. In fact, then-Secretary of Defense 

James Mattis notably stated in 2018: “I do not think there is any such thing as a tactical nuclear weapon. Any nuclear 

weapon use any time is a strategic game changer.” 

Something fishy in the Baltics….. 

The Nord Stream pipeline leak was an act of ‘sabotage’: Who might have done it, why, and what 

happens next? - It’s a mystery worthy of a Cold War-era spy novel: A pair of critical natural gas supply lines linking 

Russia to Europe are hit by unexplained underwater explosions in the Baltic Sea. The culprit is unknown, as is the 

precise cause. There are accusations of sabotage and fears for the environment, as the ruptures send giant bubbles of 

methane to the surface of waters off the Danish and Swedish coasts. Theories abound about who might have done it 

and why, as do fears about what the explosions could mean for Europe and for Russia. 
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Except this isn’t fiction. Late on Monday, seismic stations in Sweden, Norway and Finland detected the detonations in 

the Baltic; it soon became clear that two pipelines that bring Russian natural gas supplies to Europe had been damaged. 

Known as Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2, the pipelines run from Russia to Germany. Although supplies via the 

former had been halted by Russia in August, and the latter wasn’t yet operational, both pipelines contained pressurized 

gas. Three different ruptures were found — two on the Nord Stream 1 pipeline, one on Nord Stream 2. 

An accident — a pipeline hit by a passing ship’s anchor, for example — has been ruled out, given the size of the leaks. 

“It is now the clear assessment by authorities that these are deliberate actions. It was not an accident,” Danish Prime 

Minister Mette Frederiksen told reporters in Copenhagen on Tuesday. 

 German lawmakers break Europe's silence on suspected Nord Stream pipeline saboteur to point the 

finger at Russia - Two senior German lawmakers have pointed the finger at Russia over suspected sabotage of the 

Nord Stream natural-gas pipelines. 

Roderich Kiesewetter, a government spokesman for crisis prevention, said in a tweet late Tuesday that the attack was 

an act of sabotage by Russia to deter and threaten Europe. 

EU 

EU, Ukraine look to cement solidarity lanes into permanent trade route - Ukraine and the EU are working on 

practical steps to permanently entrench the so-called ‘solidarity lanes’ for agrifood exports, arguing this is needed to 

ensure long-lasting food security – and the EU is exploring ways to help foot the bill. 

“We need not only to maintain the solidarity lanes but also to develop them further because they are necessary for 

food security,” European Agriculture Commissioner Janusz Wojciechowski highlighted during the meeting of agriculture 

ministers on Monday (26 September). 

Likewise, Ukrainian Agriculture Minister Mykola Solskyy, who joined the meeting, stressed that alternative routes are 

“a must,” also pointing out that the newly set corridor between Europe and his country “should become stable and 

permanent.” 

“This is the question of security, not only profitability,” he stressed, adding this will, as a minimum, help to restrain the 

price rise in Europe as well as deepen cooperation between Ukrainian and European business. 

The ‘solidarity lanes’ initiative was introduced back in May as a way to increase Ukrainian grain exports amid the Black 

sea ports blockade, which accounted for 90% of Ukrainian grain exports prior to Russia’s full-scale invasion in February. 

Later, in June, the ‘grain deal’ facilitated by Turkey and the UN allowed the opening of three Ukrainian seaports for 

grain exports. This allowed Ukraine to increase grain exports up to 4.5 million tonnes in August, with 1.5 million tonnes 

of those exported via the Black Sea. 

Containment 

Ukraine receives advanced US air defense system - President Zelenskyy said in an interview broadcast on 

Sunday that Ukraine had received sophisticated air defence systems from the United States. 

It was the first acknowledgment that Ukraine had received the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System 

(NASAMS), long sought by Kyiv and whose shipment was approved by Washington late last month. “We absolutely 

need the United States to show leadership and give Ukraine the air defence systems. I want to thank President Biden 
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for a positive decision that has been already made,” Zelenskyy said, according to an English-language transcript of the 

interview. 

“But believe me, it’s not even nearly 

enough to cover the civilian 

infrastructure, schools, hospitals, 

universities, homes of Ukrainians.” 

Zelenskyy also thanked the United States 

for HIMARS and other multiple rocket-

launching systems enabling Ukraine to 

advance against Russian occupying forces. 

U.S. announces $1.1 billion in aid for 

building Ukraine's military - The 

United States will provide an additional 

$1.1 billion in military aid to Ukraine, 

including funding for about 18 more 

advanced rocket systems and other weapons to counter drones, the White House announced on September 28. 

The package is aimed at helping Ukraine secure its longer-term defense needs under the Ukraine Security Assistance 

Initiative, which funds the purchase of weapons and equipment. This means it could take a year or more for Ukraine to 

get the systems. 

Most of the other military aid packages announced by the United States have thus far used Pentagon drawdown 

authority to provide weapons more immediately. 

The new package "represents a multi-year investment in critical capabilities to build the enduring strength of Ukraine's 

Armed Forces" as they continue to battle the invading Russian Army, the Pentagon said in a statement. 

The package includes funding for 18 units of the High-Mobility Artillery Rocket System, known as HIMARS, and 12 Titan 

systems, which are used to counter drones. 

The Pentagon and Ukrainian military leaders say HIMARS have been key to Ukraine's recent battlefield successes. Titan 

systems will be deployed against Iranian-made drones that Russian forces have started to use to target Ukrainian 

forces. 

Comment – The continuing increases in American aid for Ukraine is strong evidence of its serious commitment to 

Ukraine not only surviving the Russian invasion, but also in pushing back as much as is possible. We can expect to see 

strengthened sanctions follow, coupled with a UN effort to withdraw Russia’s membership of the Security Council as 

well as eliminating its Veto power. 


