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Conflict Update # 103 

June 27th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces struck a shopping mall in 

Kremenchuk as part of a recent escalation in strikes 

against Ukrainian infrastructure and cities.   

Russian forces made incremental advances 

southwest of Lysychansk near the T1302 Bakhmut-

Lysychansk highway but have not entirely severed 

Ukrainian lines of communication into Bakhmut.   

Russian forces made measured advances 
during offensive operations to the east of Bakhmut.   

Ukrainian forces repelled Russian offensives 

north of Slovyansk.   

Russian forces made limited and localized 

attacks along contested frontlines around Kharkiv 

City but did not make any advances on June 27.  

Ukrainian counteroffensives along the Southern 

Axis continue to force Russian troops to prioritize 

defensive operations along the line of contact.   

Russian occupation authorities are taking steps 

to strengthen economic control of occupied 

territories and force Ukrainian civilians to switch to 

the ruble.   

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces today made marginal advances southwest of Lysychansk but have not yet 

entirely severed Ukrainian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) to the city. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported 

that they conducted a partially successful advance west of Vovchoyarivka towards the T1302 Lysychansk-Bakhmut 

highway (just 5 km south of Lysychansk) but are unlikely to have reached the T1302 in this area as of June 27 due to 

Ukrainian resistance in Verkhnokamyanka.  

Their forces are also securing positions in the southern territory of the Lysychansk Oil Refinery and maintained artillery 

fire against Ukrainian positions around the Lysychansk Gelatin Plant. Ukrainian forces reportedly repelled Russian attacks 

north of Pidlisne, situated just south of the Lysychansk Gelatin Plant. Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai 

called on Lysychansk residents to evacuate from the city, indicating Ukrainian forces retain control of at least some GLOCs 

to the city. Russian Telegram channels continue to claim that Russian forces have established “fire control” (likely 
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meaning successfully interdicting Ukrainian movement) 

along Ukrainian GLOCs to Lysychansk on the Siversk-

Bilohorivka road, however. 

Ukrainian forces continued to resist Russian advances 

towards the T1302 to the east of Bakhmut on June 27. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 

conducted unsuccessful reconnaissance-in-force attempts 

around Yakovlivka, Spirne, and Berestove, all along the 

T1302 highway within 30 km northeast of Bakhmut. Enemy 

forces continued to shell Ukrainian positions in 

Bilohorivka, also likely in an effort to sever the GLOC by 

forcing Ukrainian forces out of settlements along the 

T1302. Russian and Ukrainian sources reported ongoing 

fighting in Klynove, where Russian forces are attempting 

to gain a foothold on the E40 highway to Slovyansk. 

Ukrainian forces reportedly repulsed Russian assaults on 

Klynove but confirmed that Russian forces continued 

advancing in settlements just west of the E40. Ukrainian 

forces also likely used recently US-provided HIMARS rocket 

artillery systems to strike a Russian ammunition depot 

approximately 60 km east in Russian-controlled territory in 

Luhansk Oblast. 

Russian forces conducted unsuccessful offensive 

operations north of Slovyansk on June 27. Kharkiv Oblast 

Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that 

Ukrainian forces resisted Russian attacks in Mazanivka and 

Dolyna along the E40. Russian offensive operations have 

been largely stalled around the Izyum axis since the 

Russians shifted their focus to secure the Severodonetsk-

Lysychansk area. The UK Defense Ministry noted that heavy 

shelling around Izyum may indicate Russian attempts to “regain momentum” along this axis, but Russian forces will likely 

need to deprioritize advances in Luhansk Oblast to resume offensive operations north of Slovyansk. Russian forces did 

not attempt to launch a ground assault on settlements in the Slovyansk or Siversk areas from Lyman. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City – Russian forces 

conducted localized but unsuccessful assaults on settlements 

northwest and southeast of Kharkiv City. Kharkiv Oblast 

Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that Russian 

forces conducted unsuccessful attacks against Pytomnyk and 

Dementiivka, both situated along the E105 Kharkiv-Belgorod 

City highway.  

UGS also reported that Ukrainian forces repulsed Russian 

attacks in Dovhalivka and Zalyman, approximately 90km 

southeast of Kharkiv City in the direction of Izyum. Enemy 

forces also reportedly continued remote mining, shelling, and 

radio-technical reconnaissance in settlements around 

Kharkiv City, likely in an effort to disrupt any attempted 

Ukrainian counterattacks.  

Former Russian Federal Security Service officer and 

milblogger Igor Girkin (Strelkov) claimed that Russian forces 

presently lack the strength or motivation to launch offensive 

operations in northern and central Kharkiv Oblast but are 

likely to continue defending occupied positions as a 

“springboard” for potential future attacks against Kharkiv 

City. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian 

forces continued to focus on defensive operations along 

the Southern Axis on June 27. Ongoing Ukrainian 

counteroffensives along the Kherson-Mykolaiv border are 

likely successfully pressuring Russian defenses. An 

unnamed US defense official stated that Ukrainian troops 

liberated “several” unidentified settlements in Kherson 

Oblast over the weekend, and the Head of Ukraine’s 

Southern Defense Force Joint Coordinating Press Center 

stated that Russian forces are continuing to prepare and 

strengthen second and third defensive lines in Kherson 

Oblast due to persistent Ukrainian counteroffensives in 

the area. Russian forces once again unsuccessfully 

attempted to regain lost positions in Potomkyne, in 

northern Kherson Oblast. UGS additionally reported that 

Russian forces may carry out assault operations in 
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unspecified areas to reach the Kherson Oblast border. This statement indicates that Russian troops may hope to 

eventually counteract Ukrainian advances on the Southern Axis and regain more advantageous positions, although their 

prospects for successfully doing so are ultimately unclear considering their generally-degraded force capabilities. 

Russian forces conducted air strikes against Ukrainian positions in Kherson Oblast, artillery strikes against various 

locations in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts, and a missile attack against residential infrastructure in Odesa Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued strikes on the Russian grouping in Snake Island, likely in order to complicate Russian attempts 

to consolidate their presence in and control of the northwestern Black Sea. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian authorities continued to take measures to strengthen the economic 

integration of occupied areas into Russian systems on June 27. First Deputy Head of the Kherson Oblast Council Yury 

Sobolevskyi stated on June 26 that Russian authorities are opening the first branch of the Russian state-backed 

Promsvyazbank in Kherson Oblast. Sobolevskyi added that Russian authorities are distributing one-time 10,000-ruble 

payments to ”almost everyone” to foster economic reliance on the ruble economy. Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command additionally reported that Russian authorities in Kherson City are seizing banking institutions and issuing 

Russian salary cards to those working in enterprises that have been co-opted by Russian occupation authorities. Such 

actions are likely intended to force occupied areas to become increasingly reliant on the ruble, stimulating long term 

integration into the Russian economy. 

'40 Russian soldiers' are blown up in first Ukrainian strike using US HIMARS rockets – as second strike 

with the American weapons kills Putin's 56th officer of the war - Dozens of Russian soldiers have been killed in 

Ukraine's first-ever strike on one of Putin's command posts using US long-range missile artillery, Kyiv says.  

At least 40 of Moscow's men died after Ukrainian troops used an American HIMARS system to blow up a base near the 

city of Izyum in Donbas, commanders said.  

Footage which emerged on Sunday showed the aftermath of the attack, including blown-out buildings and smouldering 

supply trucks painted with the 'Z' war symbol. 

Ukraine's commanders said they intend to use the artillery systems to strike deep behind the Russian frontline, destroying 

command posts such as the one in Izyum while also blowing up arms dumps to hamper Moscow's advance. 

Training with the weapon systems began outside Ukraine on June 7, and the first batteries entered the country last week. 

Another senior Russian officer killed – Colonel Vasilyev, who had previously been awarded the Russian Order of 

Courage, led the 137th Guards Airborne Regiment of the 106th Guards Airborne Division, was killed on the same day as 

the first HIMARS struck into Russian lines. 

He leaves behind a wife and a daughter, Russian media said.  

Russian military authorities continue to seek ways to replenish their increasingly exhausted force 

capabilities without announcing general mobilization. An unnamed senior US defense official stated on June 27 that 

Russian forces are likely running low on senior military leaders and are relying more heavily on retired officers and 

reserves to replace officer casualties. The UK Ministry of Defense similarly reported that Russian forces will likely rely 

heavily on reserve echelons, namely the Combat Army Reserve (BARS) and Human Mobilization Resource, in order to 

galvanize volunteer support and fill out the third battalion tactical group (BTG) within regular (and depleted) brigades. 

As ISW has previously assessed, such reserves are unlikely to provide Russian forces with meaningful regeneration of 

force capabilities. 
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'We won't surrender': Slovyansk prepares for Russian offensive - The city of Slovyansk in Ukraine's Donetsk 

region is preparing for a major offensive by Russian forces. Ukraine's territorial-defense units are defending Slovyansk 

and nearby villages. Local residents have been urged to evacuate, but many refuse to leave the city despite Russian 

bombardments and increasingly difficult living conditions. 

At least 15 dead in Russian rocket attack on shopping center in Ukraine - A Russian missile strike that hit a 

crowded shopping center in the central Ukrainian city of Kremenchuk has killed at least 15 people and injured more than 

50 others, an attack immediately condemned by President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and other senior Ukrainian officials. 

Regional Governor Dmytro Lunyn said on June 27 on Telegram that at least 15 people died. 

Lunyn said the mall was "completely destroyed" by the missile strike. He posted a video showing firefighters searching 

through the debris. 

The prosecutor-general's office said more than 40 people were missing and of the 59 people who sought medical 

assistance almost half were in serious condition. 

Zelenskyy accused Russia of being the "largest terrorist organization in the world" in a video on Telegram. 

"Everyone in the world should know that buying or transporting Russian oil, maintaining ties with Russian banks, paying 

taxes and duties to the Russian state is giving money to terrorists," he said. 

Ukraine called for an emergency meeting of the UN Security Council over the strike, which came on the second day of a 

Group of Seven (G7) summit in Germany and ahead of a NATO summit scheduled to begin later this week in Madrid. 

Lithuania has previously called for Russia to be formally declared a “Terrorist State”, expect this to be repeated. 

G7 leaders condemn 'abominable' strike in Kremenchuk - The leaders of the G7 member states released a 

statement on Monday evening to "solemnly condemn the abominable attack on a shopping mall in Kremenchuk" that 

killed at least 10 people. 

"Indiscriminate attacks on innocent civilians constitute a war crime. Russian President [Vladimir] Putin and those 

responsible will be held to account," the statement said. 

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who is hosting the G7 summit, reaffirmed the "unwavering support" of the group of rich 

nations for Ukraine earlier in the day. 

Russia's 'Shadow mobilization' accelerates with new ethnic units from the North Caucasus - Faced with a 

deepening personnel crisis within its 

military, Russia is scrambling to find fighters 

for its war in Ukraine and recruiting heavily 

from its North Caucasus region to form new 

units along ethnic lines who are then 

deployed with minimal training. 

Regional officials from Daghestan, 

Ingushetia, and Kalmykia have announced 

plans to form rifle companies that are each 

made up of soldiers from a particular 

Russian republic. According to reporting by 

Caucasus.Realities, a regional news outlet 

of RFE/RL’s North Caucasus Service, these 
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national units are formed primarily of contract soldiers who have previous military training and have been targeted by 

local recruitment drives aimed at pressuring and enticing men of military age to join the war in Ukraine. 

“It seems that the governors [of these North Caucasus republics] were instructed to form extra forces in addition to 

official recruitment through the military registration and enlistment offices,” Sergei Krivenko, director of the Citizen. 

Army. Law human rights group, told RFE/RL. 

Impacts 

Ukraine Threatens to Cancel Visa Waiver for Israelis Over Refugee Policy - Ukrainian envoy to Israel says that 

if talks between Kyiv and Jerusalem falter, Ukraine will 'consider reciprocity' prior to the High Holy Days, at a time when 

thousands of Israelis take part in an annual pilgrimage in the city of Uman. 

If talks between Kyiv and Jerusalem falter, Ukraine will 'consider reciprocity' prior to the High Holy Days, at a time when 

thousands of Israelis take part in an annual pilgrimage to the city of Uman, the site of the tomb of the revered Hasidic 

leader Rabbi Nachman. 

Every Rosh Hashanah, thousands of Israelis take part in an annual pilgrimage to the central Ukrainian city of Uman, the 

site of the tomb of the revered Hasidic leader Rabbi Nachman of Breslo. 

Israel previously stated that admitting Ukrainians into Israel my see Israeli Jewish blood “diluted.” 

Ukraine’s Richest Oligarch Sues Russia Over 'Stolen' Grain and Steel Assets - Ukraine’s richest oligarch has 

filed a lawsuit against Russia in Europe’s top human rights court, citing “grievous violations” in Russia’s seizure of 

Ukrainian property and resources since the start of Moscow’s invasion in late February. 

Rinat Akhmetov, a steel tycoon who owns Ukraine’s largest steel manufacturer Metainvest, filed the lawsuit in the 

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) after the company’s assets were seized by invading Russian forces.  

The lawsuit seeks “relief for Russia’s blockading, looting, destruction and diversion of grain and metals,” according to a 

statement circulated Monday by Akhmetov’s System Capital Management group.  

A native of Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk region, one of the focal points of Russia’s ongoing invasion, Akhmetov claims a 

number of steel manufacturing plants, coal mines and other businesses in eastern and southern Ukraine have been stolen 

by Russian forces since the start of its invasion in February.  

Metainvest has also reported serious damage to its assets, including the Azovstal steel factory in Mariupol, which was 

besieged by Russian forces in March and April as the city’s last Ukrainian forces sheltered there.  

“Russia’s crimes against Ukraine and our people are egregious, and those guilty of them must be held liable . . . This 

lawsuit is one of the first international legal steps against Russia to stop their ongoing crimes, destruction of the Ukrainian 

economy and the plundering of Ukrainian assets,” Akhmetov said in the statement.  

The company said that more than 234,000 tons of steel manufactured by its Ilyich Steel and Azovstal factories had been 

in storage when Russia’s invasion of Ukraine began, of which about 28,000 tons were already loaded onto four ships in 

the port of Mariupol.  

The company told the Financial Times that 2,500 tons of that steel had been taken by a Russian-owned ship to the Russian 

city of Rostov-on-Don. 

Occupying Russian forces have repeatedly been accused of stealing Ukrainian resources since late February.  
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Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said last week that Ankara was investigating claims that Russia had shipped 

stolen Ukrainian grain to countries including Turkey. 

Containment 

World leaders agree to new 'surge' of support to defeat Putin - World leaders agreed a new 'surge' of support 

to defeat Vladimir Putin in Ukraine after the Kremlin bombed Kyiv while the G7 met.  

At a summit in Germany, Emmanuel Macron, who had been seen by No 10 as wavering, yesterday said he was committed 

for the long haul.  

Boris Johnson said 'backing down' now would be a catastrophic mistake as he warned against encouraging Volodymyr 

Zelensky to accept a peace deal. 

US to purchase advanced missile system for Ukraine's defense - The US is working to finalize the purchase of 

an advanced air defense system bound for Ukraine, national security adviser Jake Sullivan said at the G-7 summit in 

Germany Monday. 

Developed in Norway, the NASAMS is an anti-aircraft medium-to-long-range surface-to-air missile that can reportedly 

strike targets 100 miles away. 

Sullivan confirmed to reporters that the U.S. is finalizing the purchase but has yet to sign a contract making the purchase 

official. It is unclear how much the anti-aircraft system costs. 

Biden told his global counterparts at the G-7 and Ukraine's President Zelensky about U.S. intentions, Sullivan said. 

US sending advanced missile systems to Ukraine - The U.S. is planning to buy and send more medium- to long-

range missile systems to Ukraine, a move officials hope will help Ukrainian forces hold onto the last remaining segments 

of land in the eastern Donbas that Russia has not yet been able to capture. 

A senior defense official said Monday that Ukrainian forces are already effectively using advanced rocket systems, and 

that more of those will go into Ukraine with trained troops soon. A new plan for the U.S. to buy and send NASAMS, an 

advanced surface-to-air missile system, to Ukraine, is also in the works and would add to its longer-range rocket and 

missile strike capabilities. 

NATO to have over 300,000 troops at higher readiness – Stoltenberg - Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg says 

the military alliance would transform the NATO Response Force, which already has some 40,000 troops on high readiness, 

and raise the overall number to 'well over 300,000.' 

NATO will massively boost the number of troops on high readiness to over 300,000, Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 

said on Monday, June 27, with allies set to adopt a new strategy describing Moscow as a direct threat four months into 

the Ukraine war. 

“Russia has walked away from the partnership and the dialogue that NATO has tried to establish with Russia for many 

years,” Stoltenberg said in Brussels ahead of a NATO summit later this week in Madrid. 

“They have chosen confrontation instead of dialogue. We regret that – but of course, then we need to respond to that 

reality,” he told reporters. 

At the summit, NATO will also change its language on Russia from the current wording, enshrined at its Lisbon summit in 

2010, describing Moscow as a strategic partner. 
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“I expect the allies will state clearly that Russia poses a direct threat to our security, to our values, to the rules-based 

international order,” Stoltenberg said. 

NATO combat units on the alliance’s eastern flank, especially in the Baltics, are to be boosted to brigade level, with 

thousands of pre-assigned troops on standby in countries further west like Germany as rapid reinforcements, he added. 

“Together, this constitutes the biggest overhaul of our collective deterrence and defense since the Cold War,” he said. 

Latvia wants more NATO troops, fed up of ‘paying for lunch for the others’ - Latvia last week made a last pitch 

for the deployment of more NATO troops in the Baltics. 

Latvian Defense Minister Artis Pabriks called for larger forces in the Baltic states and said that any sign of weakness – be 

it in Ukraine or on NATO territory – would encourage Russia. 

“Ukraine must win, it’s very simple, and Russia must lose, there is no other way out of this,” he told reporters as he 

arrived for a second day of talks at NATO’s headquarters in Brussels. 

“If it’s different, then we will simply again invite…some kind of Russian activities in the next years and we don’t want this 

because the Baltic nations have been paying for lunch for the others and we are not ready anymore for that,” he added. 

Estonia and Lithuania support Latvia’s position. 

A Middle East NATO? A missile defense network with Israel? Major shifts brewing in region - The growing 

perception of Iran’s aggression in the Middle East, along with Washington’s desire to reduce Russian and Chinese 

influence in the oil-rich Gulf Arab states, has prompted intense bouts of diplomacy in recent months that could lead to 

major tectonic shits in the political and military landscape. 

Many reports have surfaced in past weeks regarding significant developments in play that will likely come together during 

President Joe Biden’s expected visit to the region next month, according to analysts who spoke with Breaking Defense. 

The idea of a new defense alignment was underlined Friday when Jordan’s King Abdullah II said he would support the 

creation of a Middle East alliance similar to NATO, telling CNBC “I would be one of the first people that would endorse a 

Middle East NATO.” However, he noted, “The mission statement has to be very, very clear. Otherwise, it confuses 

everybody.” 

Sanctions 

The Guardian view on defunding the Kremlin’s war machine: more must be done - The residential area of 

Kyiv hit by four missile strikes on Sunday was also targeted in April, as the UN secretary-general, António Guterres, visited 

the city. This time – after weeks during which the capital had not been attacked – Vladimir Putin doubtless aimed to fire 

a warning to G7 leaders gathering in Bavaria, and before a NATO summit in Madrid this week. A seven-year-old girl pulled 

injured from the rubble was among those who paid the price for Mr Putin’s brutal piece of symbolism. 

Calculated outrages such as this, and Monday’s strike on a busy shopping centre in central Ukraine, must be met with 

unity and renewed focus from the west. This is an ominous moment in the war. The Kremlin’s strategic refocusing of its 

ambitions on the eastern Donbas is now leading to significant Russian territory gains in the region. Mr Putin’s cynical 

blockade of the Black Sea port of Odesa is, meanwhile, driving food prices up in developing nations, creating a hunger 

crisis which risks being associated with western sanctions on Moscow. In the west, the politics of the cost of living crisis 

– in part a consequence of the war – is destabilizing governments and leaders who have presented a united front since 

February’s invasion. Understandably, the Ukrainian president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, fears that global repugnance at 

Russia’s actions since February may morph into wearied resignation and acceptance of a fait accompli in the east. 



 

9 
 

The Kremlin’s evolving long game must not be permitted to succeed. As Moscow’s aggression exacts a fearful toll on the 

Ukrainian population and on the country’s military forces, western leaders must seek ways to intensify the pressure on 

Putin while continuing to ensure that NATO is not dragged directly into the war. In Bavaria, unveiling a new support 

package for Ukraine, G7 leaders struck the right note, pledging “financial, humanitarian, military and diplomatic support” 

for “as long as it takes”. Turning that rhetoric into effective action will be far from easy. 

Most urgently, there must be swift delivery of the defensive military assistance Ukraine desperately needs, particularly 

the modern air defense systems Mr Zelenskyy requested in his meeting with G7 leaders. But as Putin’s regime continues 

to benefit from the rocketing global price of energy – compromising the effect of western sanctions – new forms of 

economic pressure and tactics are also needed. A suite of new measures announced in Bavaria, including higher tariffs 

on Russian goods, is welcome. More significant may be an emerging consensus in favour of a global cap on the price of 

Russian oil and gas. Such a cap would both starve the Kremlin of funding and reduce inflationary pressures on importers. 

Pipeline logistics would make it difficult for Moscow to find alternative gas markets in the short term. (The Guardian). 

Turkey Defends Its 'neutral' Stance On Kyiv, Says Sanctioning Russia To 'harm Its Economy' – Turkey 

yesterday reiterated his "staunch stance" over not joining the Western countries in penalizing Russia for its "unlawful" 

action against Ukraine. 

The rhetoric was conveyed by several Turkish ministers including President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on several occasions. 

However, this time, Ankara has clarified the reasons behind its inaction against Moscow. In an interview with the 

Haberturk television channel, the Turkish President's spokesman, Ibrahim Kalin, said that Ankara has decided not to 

impose sanctions on Moscow as it has chosen a path of "neutrality" or "a policy of balance". 

According to the spokesperson, the administration has preferred "neutrality" in order to protect the "interests" of Turkey. 

He said if Ankara had imposed sanctions on Moscow, it would be Turkey's economy that had impacted more than 

Russia’s. “We do not impose sanctions on Russia after the Ukraine war. Of course, we have to protect the interests of our 

country. Imposing sanctions on Moscow “will harm Turkey's economy more than Russia’s," RT News quoted Kalin as 

saying. "We took a clear stand. At present, the Westerners have also accepted it. They do not say anything about Turkey's 

position for geopolitical reasons," he added. 

Cyberattack hits Lithuania after sanctions feud with Russia - A cyberattack temporarily knocked out public and 

private websites in Lithuania, the country’s Defense Minister said Monday, with a pro-Moscow hacker group reportedly 

claiming responsibility. 

A distributed-denial-of-service (DDOS) attack targeted a secure national data network. The State Tax Inspectorate and 

Migration Department were also among the public agencies forced to suspend online services for several hours. They 

came online again later the same day. 

The incident came a week after Russian officials threatened to retaliate because Lithuania restricted the transit of steel 

and ferrous metals under EU sanctions. The ban on goods under European Union sanctions was announced by Lithuanian 

authorities earlier this month and prompted a flurry of angry retorts from Moscow, with the Kremlin denouncing the 

move as unprecedented and unlawful. 

Moscow has accused Lithuania and the EU of violating international agreements, threatening a “non-diplomatic” 

response. Local authorities in Lithuania had warned that cyberattacks were likely to follow. 

Russia to spend US$14.5 billion on aircraft amid sanctions – Russia’s government announced plans on Monday 

to invest 770 billion rubles (US$14.5 billion) in the country’s aviation industry by the end of this decade to boost the share 

of domestically-manufactured aircraft. 
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The Russian aviation industry has been in crisis since the West imposed sanctions banning airlines from flying to 

destinations such as Europe and the US 

Foreign plane makers have stopped delivering new aircraft, while spare parts for foreign-built planes are in short supply. 

Egypt to buy 180,000 tonnes of Indian wheat - Egypt, one of the world's biggest wheat importers, has in recent 

years purchased much of its grain from the Black Sea, but saw those imports disrupted by Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Egypt has contracted to buy 180,000 tonnes of wheat from India, less than previously agreed, but is looking at ways to 

extract more flour from grain and even use potatoes in bread making as it tries to trim imports, the supply minister said. 

Egypt, one of the world's biggest wheat importers, has in recent years purchased much of its grain from the Black Sea, 

but saw those imports disrupted by Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

The conflict has also further raised wheat import costs. Egypt relies mainly on imported wheat to make heavily subsidized 

bread available to more than 70 million of its 103 million population. 

Russia defaults on its debt for the first time in over a century - ‘Artificially Barred From Repaying’: Russia Cries 

Foul Ahead Of Its First Foreign Default. 

Russia wants to pay the $100 million in bond payments, but the sanctions do not permit Russia to pay using its own 

currency. 

The payments were blocked because of the wide ranging sanctions and according to a Bloomberg report if investors did 

not have their money by the deadline, the bond documents say there shall be an ‘event of default’ in the morning. 

There will be no official declaration that Russia defaulted. This will be the first time in more than a hundred years Russia 

will mark its foreign default. 

UK joins ban on imports of Russian gold - The UK, US, Canada and Japan will ban imports of Russian gold in an 

effort to hit Moscow's ability to fund the war in Ukraine. 

The UK PM said the move would "strike at the heart of Putin's war machine". 

Gold exports were worth £12.6bn ($15.4bn) to Russia in 2021, and the UK says their importance has increased since the 

invasion as oligarchs rush to buy bullion to avoid sanctions. 

It comes as the G7 group of the world's richest nations meet in Germany. 

US President Biden suggested the other G7 nations - Germany, France and Italy - would also join the ban. 

"Together, the G7 will announce that we will ban the import of Russian gold, a major export that rakes in tens of billions 

of dollars for Russia," he said in a tweet. 

This is important as the daily price of gold is set in meetings in the City in London. 

Putin 

Putin hits new low with disturbing act in food crisis - Putin has a new secret weapon. And innocent civilians are 

his targets. 

Extreme weather events brought about by pollution-induced climate change are devastating crops worldwide. And the 

Covid-19 pandemic has made matters worse by tangling global supply chains. 
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But Russia's invasion of Ukraine has toppled this complex system, triggering a cascade of shortages and price increases. 

That's not how Putin is framing it, though. He is accusing Ukraine of manufacturing the food crisis — even as his missiles 

rain down on storage facilities, ports and rail yards. Satellite photos have even caught Russia hauling stolen grain out of 

the country. 

But according to international strategic analysts, that's not the worst of it. 

Food prices appear to have become a precisely targeted weapon of diplomacy. And Putin's propaganda is twisting global 

blame toward the West. 

"When the food riots begin, and as starvation spreads, Russian propaganda will blame Ukraine, and call for Russia's 

territorial gains in Ukraine to be recognised, and for all sanctions to be lifted," warns Yale University expert on 

authoritarianism Professor Timothy Snyder. 

It's a great-power hunger game. 

And a Catch-22. 

"The West faces a dilemma," adds Professor of international politics Masahiro Matsumura. "If the West decides to lift 

the current sanctions, that will constitute a confirmation of Russia's aggression against Ukraine, accelerating the 

weakening of the existing liberal international order. 

Ukraine is also a global "breadbasket" - contributing some 20 per cent of global grain exports. 

Not this year. 

"Vladimir Putin's most powerful weapon is not in his military arsenal. It is the threat of migration and unrest provoked 

by disrupting food supplies to Africa and the Middle East," says Center for European Policy Analysis Russia expert Edward 

Lucas. 

Those countries reliant on Ukrainian wheat won't get it. And there isn't much excess left in the rest of the global market 

to make up shortfalls. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine's grain is rotting in its silos. 

"Russia is occupying the ports of Mariupol, Berdyansk, Skhadovsk, and Kherson," Ukraine's deputy head of the Sea Port 

Authority, Dmitri Barinov, told local media. "Its warships are blocking the ports that remain under Ukrainian control in 

Mykolaiv and Odesa regions. It is impossible to ship out the harvest." 

Russia is itself a major grain producer. But international sanctions imposed for its invasions are holding its exports back.  

Now President Putin appears to have conspired with China's Chairman Xi Jinping to create a way to bypass this. 

"For grain imports from Russia, developing countries will have to rely on an alternative online system for international 

settlement, most probably, China's Cross-Border Interbank Payment System (CIPS)," says Professor Matsumura. "That 

has seen a gradual and steady growth in the networking, in tandem with many infrastructure building projects under the 

Bridge and Road Initiatives across the developing world." 

Moscow will get cash for grain. But Beijing will win the power game by becoming the hub of a new financial network. 

"Most importantly, such a plausible outcome involves significant risks to further weaken the key currency role of the US 

dollar as an essential base of the US economic hegemony and the US-led international order," Professor Matsumura 

warns. 
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Geopolitics 

Pakistan's participation in BRICS dialogue 'blocked by one member': FO - The Foreign Office (FO) today 

confirmed that a member of the five-nation summit BRICS "blocked Pakistan's participation" in a dialogue for non-

member states held virtually on the sidelines of the event last week. 

The BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) brings together five of the largest developing countries in the world, 

representing 41% of the global population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the global trade. 

This year, China is hosting the summit in its capacity as the chair of the group. 

On June 24, leaders of two dozen non-member countries of the BRICS' "High-level Dialogue on Global Development" 

attended the meeting virtually. However, Pakistan remained absent from the meeting. 

Today, in response to media queries over the matter, the FO, without naming the country, said: "Regrettably one member 

blocked Pakistan’s participation." 

It is believed that the country blocking Pakistan's participation was India as both do not share a pleasant relationship and 

are embroiled in disputes, most prominently over the territory of Kashmir, that go back decades. 

However, the FO continued, "we do hope that future engagement of the organization would be based on the principles 

of inclusivity keeping in view the overall interests of the developing world and in a manner that is devoid of narrow geo-

political considerations". 

Indian Navy has questions on China’s new aircraft carrier Fujian  

While the US Navy is still struggling to bring electromagnetic aircraft launch system (EMALS) onboard nuclear powered 

supercarrier Gerald Ford at par after five years of operations, questions are being raised on how the PLAN will operate 

EMALS onboard steam powered Fujian. 

On June 25, India’s sole 

aircraft carrier INS 

Vikramaditya came out of 

an 18 month major refit 

at INS Karwar and 

proceeded to the port 

anchorage after firing its 

steam turbine engines. 

The aircraft carrier is 

expected to sail into high 

seas for a series of tests 

and trials before MiG-29K 

fighters are landed 

onboard the floating 

airfield. India’s second 

aircraft carrier named INS 

Vikrant will be commissioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Cochin harbour on August 15, 2022—the 75th 

Independence Day. 
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The INS Vikramaditya came out of refit days after Chinese third aircraft carrier Fujian, pictured above, was launched from 

Jiangnan shipyard and is in the process of being fitted out. The steam powered 80,000-ton aircraft carrier is said to rival 

the 100,000 ton nuclear powered USS Gerald R Ford super aircraft carrier, which was commissioned in 2017. 

While Fujian is touted to take on the US military power in the coming decade in the Indo-Pacific, serving Indian Navy 

Admirals are posing some fundamental questions on the operability of the Chinese carrier, which is said to be equipped 

with state of the art electromagnetic aircraft launch system (EMALS) and Advanced Arresting Gear (AAG) technology. As 

of now, only USS Gerald Ford is equipped with this advanced technology, which allows for faster take-offs and landings 

of fighter aircraft onboard the carrier. 

The Indian Navy war planners are surprised and want to know how China will operate EMALS on steam power, when the 

technologically far superior US is still struggling with the same system onboard USS Gerald Ford. The US Department of 

Defence (DOD) reports indicate that the new technology system is performing sub-power with frequent breakdowns and 

is unreliable. One must remember that the USS Gerald Ford is a nuclear-powered vessel while the Fujian, like INS 

Vikramaditya, is a steam-powered warship and has more energy reserve at its command. 


