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Conflict Update # 181 

September 13th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 53,300 (+350) soldiers killed, 2,175 (+7) enemy tanks, 4,662 (+22) armored  combat vehicles, 1,279 

(+10) artillery systems, 311 (+0) MLRS systems, 165 (+3) air defense systems, 244 (+1) warplanes, 213 (+0) helicopters, 

904 (+1) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 215 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,469 (+6) trucks and 

tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 114 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

The Kremlin has recognized its 

defeat in Kharkiv Oblast, the first 

defeat Russia has acknowledged in this 

war, and is deflecting blame from Putin, 

attributing it instead to his military 

advisors. 

The Kremlin is likely seeking to use 

the defeat in Kharkiv to facilitate 

crypto mobilization efforts by 

intensifying patriotic rhetoric and 

discussions about fuller mobilization 

while revisiting a Russian State Duma bill 

allowing the military to send call-ups for 

the regular semiannual conscription by 

mail. Nothing in the Duma bill suggests 

that Putin is preparing to order general 

mobilization, and it is far from clear that 

he could do so quickly in any case. 

The successful Ukrainian counter-

offensive around Kharkiv Oblast is 

prompting Russian servicemen, 

occupation authorities, and milbloggers 

to panic. 

Russia’s military failures in Ukraine 

are likely continuing to weaken 

Russia’s leverage in the former Soviet 

Union as Russia appears unwilling to 

enforce a violated ceasefire it brokered 

between Armenia and Azerbaijan or to 

allow Armenia to invoke provisions of the Russia-dominated Collective Security Treaty Organization in its defense. 
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Ukrainian troops likely continued ground attacks along the Lyman-Yampil-Bilohorivka line in northern Donetsk 

Oblast and may be conducting limited ground attacks across the Oskil River in Kharkiv Oblast. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources indicated that Ukrainian forces are continuing ground maneuvers in three areas of 

Kherson Oblast as part of the ongoing southern counter-offensive. 

Russian troops made incremental gains south of Bakhmut and continued ground attacks throughout Donetsk 

Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces provided the first visual evidence of Russian forces using an Iranian-made drone in Ukraine on 

September 13. 

Ukrainian Counter-offensives - Eastern Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - Ukrainian 

forces continued to consolidate gains in eastern Kharkiv Oblast today and are likely conducting ground attacks in 

northern Donetsk Oblast. Ukrainian forces likely hope to take advantage of recent gains in Sviatohirsk (just south of the 

Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border 20km northwest of Slovyansk) to move east on Russian positions in Lyman, where 

Russian sources claim Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) and BARS Special Combat Reserve forces are repelling Ukrainian 

attacks. Russian sources also stated that Ukrainian forces are fighting around Bilohorivka (30km east of Lyman) in an 

attempt to pressure Russian defenses in western Luhansk Oblast and in the Lysychansk-Severodonetsk area. 

Ukrainian forces may be threatening Russian positions along the Oskil River, which Russian mibloggers have identified 

as the new frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian troops forded the Oskil River at Borova (about 30km 

northeast of Izyum and near the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border), indicating that Ukrainian forces are continuing 

localized ground assaults to threaten Russian positions behind the Oskil River. Russian troops are unlikely to be strong 

enough to prevent further Ukrainian advances along the entire Oskil River because they do not appear to be receiving 

reinforcements, and Ukrainian troops will likely be able to exploit this weakness to resume the counter-offensive across 

the Oskil if they choose. 

Ukrainian Counter-offensives - Eastern Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - Ukrainian 

forces continued to consolidate gains in eastern Kharkiv Oblast on September 13 and are likely conducting ground 

attacks in northern Donetsk Oblast. Ukrainian forces likely hope to take advantage of recent gains in Sviatohirsk (just 

south of the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border 20km northwest of Slovyansk) to move east on Russian positions in Lyman, 

where Russian sources claim Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) and BARS Special Combat Reserve forces are repelling 

Ukrainian attacks. Russian sources also stated that Ukrainian forces are fighting around Bilohorivka (30km east of 

Lyman) in an attempt to pressure Russian defenses in western Luhansk Oblast and in the Lysychansk-Severodonetsk 

area. 

Ukrainian forces may be threatening Russian positions along the Oskil River, which Russian mibloggers have identified 

as the new frontline. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian troops forded the Oskil River at Borova (about 30km 

northeast of Izyum and near the Kharkiv-Luhansk Oblast border), indicating that Ukrainian forces are continuing 

localized ground assaults to threaten Russian positions behind the Oskil River. Russian troops are unlikely to be strong 

enough to prevent further Ukrainian advances along the entire Oskil River because they do not appear to be receiving 

reinforcements, and Ukrainian troops will likely be able to exploit this weakness to resume the counter-offensive across 

the Oskil if they choose. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Ukrainian forces continued counter-offensive operations in Kherson Oblast 

on September 13. Ukrainian and Russian sources indicated that Ukrainian forces conducted ground attacks in three 

main areas along the Kherson-Mykolaiv frontline; northern Kherson Oblast just south of the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast 

border; western Kherson Oblast along the Inhulets River; and northwest of Kherson City. A Russian source reported 
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that Ukrainian troops are consolidating positions in Olhyne (5km south of the Dnipropetrovsk-Kherson Oblast border) 

and preparing for attacks along the Arkhanhelske line toward Novopetrivka (5km south of Olhyne). 

Russian sources additionally 

discussed Ukrainian ground 

maneuvers in western Kherson Oblast 

near the Inhulets River, with multiple 

sources claiming that Ukrainian 

troops launched attacks on Davydiv 

Brid. A Russian source claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are regrouping near 

Sukhyi Stavok (10km southwest of 

Davydiv Brid) in order to attack 

toward Bruskynske, which lies along 

the T2207 highway that is supporting 

Russian positions in Davydiv Brid. 

Ukrainian military officials also 

reported that Russian troops 

attempted to attack toward 

Bezimenne, just south of Sukhyi 

Stavok, indicating that fighting is 

occurring within the Sukhyi Stavok 

pocket. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources both 

discussed fighting northwest of 

Kherson City in the Ternovi Pody area. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command stated that Russian troops 

attempted to attack along the Ternovi 

Pody-Lyubomirivka line, about 30km 

northwest of Kherson City. Russian 

milbloggers claimed that fighting is 

ongoing near Ternovi Pody as 

Ukrainian troops attempt to move 

south toward Chornobaivka and the 

Kherson City area. Advisor to the Ukrainian President’s Office, Oleksii Arestovych, claimed that Ukrainian troops took 

control of Oleksandrivka, 33km northwest of Kherson City. 

Ukrainian forces are additionally continuing an operational-level interdiction campaign to target Russian military, 

logistical, and transportation assets in southern Ukraine to support ground maneuvers along the Kherson-Mykolaiv 

frontline. The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Ukrainian aviation conducted 11 strikes against concentrations of 

Russian manpower and equipment throughout the day on September 13. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

stated that Ukrainian troops continued fire missions against Russian military and logistics assets throughout Kherson 

Oblast. Social media footage from within Kherson City indicates that Ukrainian troops struck the suburbs of Kherson 

City on September 13 as part of the wider interdiction campaign. 
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Russian Main Effort—Eastern Ukraine 

- Russian Subordinate Main Effort–

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

conducted limited ground attacks in 

Donetsk Oblast on September 13 and made 

marginal gains around Bakhmut. Russian 

milbloggers claimed that Wagner Group 

fighters took control of Mykhailivka Druha, a 

small settlement along the T0513 highway 

10km southwest of Bakhmut. Russian news 

outlet Izvestia claimed that Russian troops 

reached the suburbs of Bakhmut and 

occupied positions in the industrial zone on 

Bakhmut’s eastern outskirts. Russian troops 

also continued localized ground attacks 

north and northwest of the Donetsk City 

area and conducted routine shelling along 

the Bakhmut and Avdiivka-Donetsk City 

frontlines. 

Russian sources are increasingly voicing 

concern that Ukrainian troops are pulling 

forces southwest of Donetsk City and near 

the eastern Zaporizhia Oblast frontline. A 

member of Zaporizhia’s occupation 

administration, Vladimir Rogov, claimed 

that the accumulation of Ukrainian forces in 

the Zaporizhia direction is “colossal” and 

unprecedented. Russian milbloggers further 

claimed that Ukrainian troops are amassing 

near Vuhledar (45km southwest of Donetsk 

City), where they stated fighting is ongoing. 

ISW cannot independently confirm if 

Ukrainian forces are indeed in this area, but 

the Russian milblogger discourse about the area southwest of Donetsk City indicates a pervasive sense of nervousness 

over perceived Russian vulnerabilities in Donbas and southern Ukraine. 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) did not comment on Ukrainian actions in Kherson Oblast at all on September 

13, despite an apparent uptick in Russian milblogger coverage of the offensive compared to the last few days. 

The Kremlin acknowledged its defeat in Kharkiv Oblast, the first time Moscow has openly recognized a defeat 

since the start of the invasion. Kremlin officials and state media propagandists are extensively discussing the reasons 

for the Russian defeat in Kharkiv Oblast, a marked change from their previous pattern of reporting on exaggerated or 

fabricated Russian successes with limited detail.  

The Kremlin never admitted that Russia was defeated around Kyiv or, later, at Snake Island, framing the retreat from 

Kyiv as a decision to prioritize the “liberation” of Donbas and the withdrawal from Snake Island as a “gesture of 

goodwill.” The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) originally offered a similar explanation for the Russian failure in 
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Kharkiv, claiming that Russian forces were withdrawing troops from Kharkiv Oblast to regroup, but this false narrative 

faced quick and loud criticism online. Their acknowledgment of the defeat is part of an effort to mitigate and deflect 

criticism for such a devastating failure away from Putin and onto the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and the 

uniformed military command. 

Kremlin sources are now working to clear Putin of any responsibility for the defeat, instead blaming the 

loss of almost all of occupied Kharkiv Oblast on underinformed military advisors within Putin’s circle. One member of 

the Kremlin’s Council for Interethnic Relations, Bogdan Bezpalko, even stated that military officials who had failed to 

see the concentration of Ukrainian troops and equipment and disregarded Telegram channels that warned of the 

imminent Ukrainian counter-offensive in Kharkiv Oblast should have their heads ”lying on Putin’s desk.”  

ISW has previously reported that the Kremlin delayed Putin‘s meeting with Russian defense officials immediately after 

the withdrawal of troops from around Kharkiv, increasing the appearance of a rift between the Kremlin and the Russian 

MoD. The Kremlin’s admission of defeat in Kharkiv shows that Putin is willing and able to recognize and even accept a 

Russian defeat at least in some circumstances and focus on deflecting blame from himself. 

Several members of the Russian State Duma expressed concern about the dire situation on the frontlines in 

Ukraine during the Duma’s first plenary meeting of its autumn session today. Leader of the Russian Communist Party 

Gennady Zyuganov stated that Russia needs to announce full mobilization because the Russian “special military 

operation” is a war. Zyuganov said that one can end a “special military operation” at any time, but that a war can end 

only in victory or defeat, and “we have no right to lose” this war.  

Leader of the “Fair Russia—For Truth” Party Sergey Mironov called for social “mobilization,” in which regular Russians 

would pay attention more to the war in Ukraine, rather than for full military mobilization. Leader of the Russian Liberal 

Democratic Party Leonid Slutsky also noted that Russia will continue to fight in the geopolitical “scrum” with the West.  

All three MPs had publicly advocated for Putin to recognize the independence of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s 

Republics (DNR and LNR) before the February invasion and were instrumental in setting information conditions for the 

invasion itself. The MPs also discussed a December date for the next hearing on a bill that will simplify the delivery of 

the semiannual conscription notices. The bill, which is likely to pass, will allow Russian military recruitment centers to 

send out conscription notices via mail instead of presenting them in person and will oblige men who have not received 

a notice in the mail to show up at the local recruitment center anyway. 

Nothing in the Duma bill suggests that Putin is preparing to order general mobilization, and it is far from 

clear that he could do so quickly. Large-scale conscription would very likely overwhelm the Russian MoD’s ability to 

induct, train, and equip new soldiers, particularly since the Russian training base appears to be strained in preparing 

the limited numbers of volunteer battalions currently being fielded.  

Russia will likely first have to expand its training base significantly, a time-consuming process, and then find and 

prepare for combat sufficient equipment to kit out large numbers of new units before it could even begin to handle a 

large influx of new conscripts. Widely-reported Russian materiel shortages suggest deep failures in the Russian military 

industry that would make generating the necessary equipment, ammunition, and supplies for a large conscript army 

very difficult. ISW has not identified any indicators that preparations for such activities have been ordered or are 

underway. 

Russia’s defeat in Kharkiv Oblast is causing panic among Russians in occupied Ukrainian territories, servicemen, 

and milbloggers. The Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence (GUR) reported that Russian authorities in Crimea urged their 

families to flee to Russia, while employees of the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) are selling their homes on the 

peninsula and are urgently evacuating their families due to Ukrainian counter-offensives.  
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The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that forcibly mobilized proxy units are suffering low morale and 

psychological problems. Russian milbloggers are increasingly worrying about Ukrainian counter-offensives in different 

areas along the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblasts frontline, and preemptively identifying vulnerable Russian positions. 

Comment – The Kremlin pushed pro-Russian Donetsk and Luhansk military divisions into the front lines as opposed to 

Russian soldiers. These proxy forces have been decimated and seen major losses. 

Comprised of soldiers passionate about joining Russia, they have exhibited great fervor in assisting Putin but have not 

stood up to Zelenskyy’s troops and officers. 

Now that they are largely absent from the battle field due to losses, for Russia to fill the void and replace fallen soldiers, 

it will need to do so with Russian conscripts – and this is very unlikely to happen.  

Ukraine's military has recaptured 6,000 square kilometers from Russia in a counteroffensive President 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy said, while calling on the West to slap more sanctions on Moscow and speed up deliveries of 

weapons systems. 

Collaborators with Russian forces are fleeing - Queues reported at Russian border as Ukrainian citizens accused 

of collaborating leave areas around Kharkiv. 

Ukrainian citizens accused of collaborating with occupying Russian forces in Kharkiv province and the neighboring 

Donbas region are fleeing from recently liberated areas and queueing to cross into Russia at the border, Ukrainian 

officials have said. 

“The ‘commandant’s offices,’ ‘prosecutor’s offices,’ occupiers and gauleiters are leaving,” the governor of Luhansk 

province, Serhiy Haidai, wrote on Telegram. “The Ukrainian flag, which our guerrillas raised last night over the 

administration building in Kreminna, remains intact as the Russians now seem to have understood everything so they 

don’t dare to take it down. Russians and their collaborators are fleeing from Luhansk region, heading towards Russia.” 

Luhansk makes up the Donbas region with Donetsk to the south. 

Ukraine’s forces have continued to press their counterattack in Kharkiv, reportedly taking control of almost the entire 

province. Russia has launched dozens of air and missile strikes on power plants and other locations in apparent 

retaliation for Kyiv’s success. 

Fearing retaliation, Ukrainian citizens who have cooperated with the Russians are “packing their loot, packing their 

families, and leaving,” said Haidai, who backed up his claim by posting footage of cars queueing up at checkpoints in 

the towns of Stanytsia Luhanska and Shchastia. 

Serhii Smak, a 44-year-old from the recently-liberated town of Balakliia, said: “There were many collaborators here. 

Some remained. But the majority have left and went to Russia.” 

An indirect confirmation on the flight of collaborators came from Russian propagandists, one of whom wrote on 

Telegram: “People who trusted us are fleeing the reprisals of the Kyiv regime. They trusted us and they have nowhere 

to go yet. They need tents, heating points, internet access points to contact their relatives, food and water, and just 

help and support.” 

The Guardian could not independently verify the claims. 

According to a man who fled east with his wife from Russian-occupied territory, there have been long lines of vehicles 

forming at border crossings into Russia. The man, who is not a collaborator, said he was fleeing alongside hundreds of 

others because they feared becoming caught in fighting between Russian and Ukrainian forces. 
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Ukrainian Balakliya-Kupyansk Offensive: Sequence of Events, Mechanics and Consequences - Ukrainian 

forces’ Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive operation (September 6–12) could likely be treated as the turning point in the all-

out Ukrainian-Russian war—when Ukraine gained the initiative. In approximately one week, Ukraine liberated more 

than 6,000 square kilometers (km) of its sovereign territory in Kharkiv region—much more than Russia has managed to 

occupy since mid-April 2022 (President.gov.ua, September 12). Although an unexpected turn of events for the majority 

of observers, the offensive was not a miracle but rather a simultaneous demonstration of Russian forces’ growing 

degradation and Ukrainian formations’ improved professionality and exceptional staff work, as successful 

counteroffensives are some of the most challenging maneuvers. 

The Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive followed a template of classic World War II operations. It consisted of two distinct 

phases: penetration of the enemy’s tactical defense in depth and exploitation of penetration with a follow-on echelon. 

During the penetration phase (September 6–7), Ukrainian forces managed to breach the Russian front line to the north 

and northeast of Balakliya—near Verbivka and Volokhiv Yar. Through this hole in Russia’s defenses, an exploitation 

echelon of Ukrainian forces was directed toward the Shevchenkove-Kupyansk axis through the critical P07 roadway. 

On September 9, forward Ukrainian units reached Kupyansk—a major railway and road hub that Russian forces in Izium 

extensively depended on. As Ukrainian forces were reaching Kupyansk, separate formations moved to the southeast 

along the Oskil Reservoir, liberating crossings (Senkove and Horokhovatka) that were considered passages the Russian 

Izium grouping might use for an orderly withdrawal. As a result, Russians in Izium fled on September 10, leaving the 

majority of their heavy weaponry and ammunition intact as spoils of war for Ukrainian forces. Next, Ukrainian forces 

turned northward and liberated Velykyi Burluk and Vovchansk near the border with Russia by September 12. 

A number of outcomes in the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive operation are especially noteworthy. First, the speed with 

which Ukrainian forces managed to penetrate Russia’s tactical defense in depth was quite impressive. This might be 

explained by the fact that Russians lack proper manpower to create so-called “defense in depth.” The front line was 

thinly manned with Special Rapid Response (SOBR) units (falling under Rosgvardia), which were primarily created to 

combat organized crime and terrorism and definitively not for high-intensity interstate warfare (EurAsia Daily, 

September 9). Meanwhile, Ukraine created a preponderance of forces at sectors of prospective front-line penetration. 

Second, the agility of Ukrainian forces’ advances during the exploitation phase was another masterful success. This can 

be largely explained by Moscow’s significant lack of ready reserves—with many of the Russian forces directed to 

southern Ukraine anticipating an offensive there. At the same time, Russian forces in Izium were pinned down by 

Ukrainian frontal assaults (near Lyman), which prevented the grouping from being redeployed toward Kupyansk. 

Third, Ukrainian forces during the exploitation phase emphasized swiftness of movement along major roads to quickly 

reach Kupyansk, rather than liberate settlements along the way; as such, Balakliya was fully secured by September 8 

(Ukrinform, September 8). Through expeditious maneuvers, Ukrainian units managed to isolate the zone of operation 

and sever major ground lines of communication (GLOCs) for orderly withdrawal, creating panic among Russia’s rear 

forces and causing them to flee without heavy weaponry and ammunition. 

Finally, the direction of Ukraine’s major flanking strike was chosen quite wisely. Through the strike to the north-

northeast of Balakliya toward Kupyansk, Ukraine threatened the Izium salient to the southeast of Balakliya and, by this 

single stroke, unhinged the entire Russian front line in Kharkiv region. Meanwhile, owing to the fact that the Oskil 

Reservoir limited Ukrainian advances and protected offensive forces from hypothetical Russian countermeasures, as 

well as limited options for Russian units’ organized withdrawal from Izium. In other words, Ukrainian military command 

managed to exploit geography features and front-line configurations to its advantage. 

With the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive, Ukrainian forces demonstrated the advantages of maneuver warfare. Swiftness 

of action along major lines of communications—Ukrainian forces covered 75 km toward Kupyansk in three days—led to 
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the complete collapse of the Russian front line and unorganized withdrawal of units. The offensive’s accomplishments 

are especially impressive in light of the fact that Ukrainian forces are still grappling with a deficit of critical artillery and 

armor and lack air superiority, which is considered an essential requirement for any successful offensive operation. 

Moreover, the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive stands in stark contrast to Russian attempts to advance in Donbas since 

April. Despite a preponderance of firepower and numerical advantage in armor, Russian units failed to quickly 

penetrate Ukraine’s tactical defense in depth in numerous places, and the exploitation echelon was unable to encircle 

and destroy major Ukrainian groupings or cause them to flee. In truth, all Russian forces managed to do is slowly push 

Ukrainian forces from Popasna, Severodonetsk and Lysychansk. 

In its offensive operation, Ukraine recovered most of the lost territories in Kharkiv region. At the same time, the threat 

of a Slovyansk envelopment was removed as the Izium salient hovering over this city has been reduced to zero.  

Ukrainian forces proved to be masters of maneuver warfare and operational art despite such objective constraints as 

lack of artillery, armor and piloted aviation. Most of all, the Balakliya-Kupyansk offensive was a major strategic coup for 

Kyiv, as successful actions on the ground debunked the consensus that the Ukrainian-Russian war will be a protracted 

stalemate in which neither side is able to attain key political objectives by major offensive operations (The Bell, August 

26). Kyiv is quickly demonstrating that it is increasingly possible for Ukrainian forces to recover all the briefly occupied 

territories and win this war. 

Contractors at Russian base in Kyrgyzstan 'dispatched to Ukraine' - People in the northern Kyrgyz town of 

Kant, where a Russian air base is located, say hundreds of troops from the facility have been dispatched to fight in the 

war in Ukraine in recent months. 

One Kyrgyz man in Kant said about 300 contract soldiers from the Russia's Tyva (aka Tuva) region had been deployed to 

the Kant air base in late 2021, just months before Moscow's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine on February 24. 

"But we haven't seen them here since the war in Ukraine began," said the man, who lives near the air base, some 20 

kilometers east of the capital, Bishkek. "One of the Tyvans once told me that he might be sent to the war," the man 

added. 

For security reasons, RFE/RL is not disclosing the names of people who spoke to our correspondents gathering material 

for this investigative report. 

There have been no public announcements or comments by the Russian military about any redeployments of troops 

from Kant to the front lines in Ukraine. 

DONBAS EYED 

Russian forces still control about a fifth of Ukraine in the south and east, but Kyiv is now on the offensive in both areas. 

Ukrainian presidential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych held out the prospects of moving on the eastern province of Luhansk, 

which together with Donetsk is known as the Donbas, a major industrial region close to the border with Russia. 

"There is now an assault on Lyman and there could be an advance on Siversk," Arestovych said in a video posted on 

YouTube. He predicted a fight for the town of Svatovo, where he said the Russians have storage depots. 

"And that is what they fear most - that we take Lyman and then advance on Lysychansk and Sievierodonetsk," he said, 

referring to the twin cities taken by Russia after fierce fighting in June and July. 
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Denis Pushilin, leader of the Donetsk People's Republic run by Russian proxies said in a video post that Lyman remains 

in their hands. "The situation has been stabilized. The enemy naturally is trying to advance in small groups but (Russian-

led) Allied forces are fully repelling them." 

Meanwhile, repair crews have restored the two main power lines supplying Kharkiv city and its surrounds, power firm 

Ukrenergo said after Russian shelling caused blackouts. 

Ukraine stabilizes counter-offensive gains, US sees long haul - Ukraine worked to secure territory reclaimed 

from occupying Russian forces in a swift counter-offensive and reiterated plans to win back all occupied regions, as US 

President Biden predicted "a long haul" ahead. 

In a Tuesday evening address, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said around 8,000 square km (3,100 square miles) have 

been liberated by Ukrainian forces so far this month, apparently all in the northeastern region of Kharkiv. 

Impact 

Russians troubled by news of army retreat in Kharkiv, many in denial - Russians on the street say they are 

deeply skeptical about their army's sudden retreat in Ukraine's Kharkiv region, where they left tanks, armored vehicles 

and artillery behind, fleeing advancing defenders over the past week. Russians seem to have heard the news but most 

surveyed by RFE/RL's Current Time refuse to admit that Ukraine could have regained large swaths of territory and 

prefer to accept the Kremlin explanation that the sudden change was a planned strategy. 

Russia's war on Ukraine: West must do whatever it can to help Ukraine turn screw on Vladimir Putin - 
Given little chance of standing up to Putin’s vast war machine in February, Ukraine’s bravery and success in the face of 

seemingly insurmountable odds have demonstrated the advantage in war conferred by a just cause. 
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While they are fighting to preserve their democratic freedoms and defend their families from murderous occupiers who 

have shelled cities full of civilians into rubble, any Russian troops with a shred of decency must be asking themselves 

why they are being asked to kill other human beings and put their own lives at risk. 

They know they are in a war, not taking part in a “special military operation” as Putin insists on pain of imprisonment; 

they know they are invaders, not “liberators” as Russian state television ludicrously claims. 

And they know the Ukrainian military was able to outwit their commanders, who had shifted troops to the south to 

face a much-trailed attack on Kherson, only to find themselves facing an unstoppable counter-attack in the Kharkiv 

region in Ukraine’s north-east. 

Recent talk of a mutiny by Russian troops may be optimistic, but the seeds of a revolt have been there from the start, 

given the lies told to some soldiers that they were merely taking part in an exercise. 

 This could be a major turning point and anything the West can do – from sending more military supplies and 

toughening sanctions on Russia to soft-power methods to change Russian hearts and minds – must be done.  

Russia’s military failures in Ukraine are continuing to weaken Russia’s leverage in the former Soviet Union. 

Armenia accused Azerbaijan of violating a Russian-brokered ceasefire and attacking Armenian forces along the 

Azerbaijan-Armenian border on September 13. Armenian Prime Minister Pashinyan held a call with Putin and convened 

a meeting of the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) member states later in the day but did not invoke the 

CSTO’s collective security agreement, according to government readouts of both meetings.  

The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs did not comment on whether the Kremlin would fulfill its CSTO obligations to 

Armenia if Azerbaijan continued to press its attack. Russia’s hedging approach may damage Russia’s relationship with 

Armenia and with other CSTO member states, particularly If Russia cannot provide military or peacekeeping support. 

The CSTO is a Russia-created and Russia-dominated intergovernmental military alliance that the Kremlin claims is about 

collective security, but typically uses to justify or further its hybrid war aims. The degraded Russian military likely does 

not have sufficient forces to enforce a ceasefire or to deploy additional peacekeepers to the area after six months of 

devastating war in Ukraine. ISW reported on March 13 that Russia pulled 800 personnel from Russia’s base in Armenia 

and elements of its Nagorno-Karabakh “peacekeeping deployment” to replenish early losses in Ukraine. ISW has 

observed no redeployments to Nagorno-Karabakh or Russia’s base in Armenia since then. 

Humanitarian 

Ukraine struggles to locate thousands of orphans scattered by war - When Russia invaded Ukraine on 

February 24, it not only upended the lives of many people, but it wreaked havoc on children in institutional care. With 

105,000 children under its care -- over 1 percent of the country's child population -- Kyiv is struggling to locate nearly 

26,000 children that were moved outside of its system. 

GeoMilitary 

Azerbaijan, Armenia each report dozens killed in overnight clashes as world leaders urge halt to 

fighting - The Azerbaijani Defense Ministry said it lost 50 troops in overnight clashes with ethnic Armenian troops after 

Yerevan said that at least 49 of its soldiers were killed in the fighting -- the deadliest since Armenia and Azerbaijan 

fought a six-week war in 2020 over the breakaway Azerbaijani region of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

"Fifty Azerbaijani servicemen died as a result of Armenia's large-scale provocation," the Azerbaijani Defense Ministry 

said in a statement, referring to border clashes that erupted early on September 13. 
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Russia said it had brokered a cease-fire between the two sides, but Azerbaijan accused ethnic Armenian forces of 

violating the agreement. 

"Despite the declaration of a cease-fire since 09:00 (0600 GMT), Armenia is intensively violating the cease-fire along the 

border by using artillery and other heavy weapons," Baku's military said. 

Armenian Defense Ministry spokesman Aram Torosian denied the accusation, calling it "obvious nonsense." Torosian 

said the Azerbaijani armed forces had not stopped shelling the positions of ethnic Armenian troops, settlements, and 

infrastructure "for a single minute." But he said the shelling in some directions had significantly weakened. 

Putin 

Nervous Kremlin faces growing efforts from all sides within Russia to topple Putin as coup rumors swell 

in Moscow - The Kremlin seems increasingly unsure what to do with growing calls and efforts to remove its head, 

Russian President Putin. 

A range of prominent and well-known Russians have started calling for the removal of the country’s head of state as 

the invasion into Ukraine is increasingly turning into a disaster. 

What complicates the issue is that it’s not merely anti-Kremlin voices who question the country’s leadership. 

One of Putin’s staunchest allies, Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov, a Kremlin loyalist, has criticized the Russian Army’s 

performance in Ukraine following a humiliating defeat in Izyum over the weekend, seen as a critical supply hub in 

Ukraine’s eastern Kharkiv region. 

In an 11-minute message posted on Telegram, Kadyrov concluded the invasion is not going to plan and he may feel 

forced to lecture Putin on what is not going well. 

“I’m not a strategist like those in the defence ministry. But it’s clear that mistakes were made. I think they will draw a 

few conclusions,” newspaper Novaya Gazeta Europe quoted him as saying. 

Kadyrov’s statements are a humiliating blow to Putin: Criticism of the ‘special operation’ in Ukraine is not permitted. 

Dozens of journalists, lawyers and other individuals who dared to question or criticize the invasion have been arrested 

in recent months. 

Kadyrov’s Kremlin criticism comes only a day after a number of local Russian lawmakers – in Moscow and Putin’s home 

city of St. Petersburg – called for the removed of Putin. 

The municipal deputies from the Smolninsky District Council in St. Petersburg wrote on Twitter that Russia’s parliament 

should remove Putin and charge him with high treason for launching the war in Ukraine. 

St. Petersburg-based Deputy Dmitry Palyuga tweeted that the decision by President Putin to start the so-called “special 

military operation is detrimental to the security of Russia and its citizens.” 

“The Council of the Smolninskoye Municipal District decided to appeal to the State Duma deputies with a proposal to 

bring charges of treason against President Putin in order to remove him from office,” Palyuga wrote in a tweet, adding 

that “the decision was supported by the majority of the deputies present.” 

Following their statement, police have informed the lawmakers they face legal charges and potentially prosecution as 

their moves are “discrediting the current Russian government,” the Washington Post reported. 
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In addition, local lawmakers from a municipal council in Moscow’s Lomonosovsky borough made similar statements, 

urging Putin to resign and retire. 

Ukraine war will 'break up' modern Russia: retired U.S. General - The ongoing war in Ukraine and its 

aftermath may result in the end of modern Russia as the world knows it, according to one retired US general. 

Speaking to Newsweek, Ben Hodges, who was the commanding general of United States Army Europe, stressed the 

importance of being prepared for the potential "break up" of Russia "as it looks today." 

He listed four factors that he said lead him to believe that such a break up is feasible: the exposure of Russia's military 

as "corrupt" and not nearly as effective as it was regarded, trouble for Russia's economically important energy sector 

and defense industry, a shrinking Russian population, and "pervasive corruption" that will become unacceptable to 

Russian civilians paying the price for sanctions imposed in response to the Ukraine invasion. 

"The combination of battlefield losses and the impact of sanctions on domestic Russia will make it very difficult for the 

Kremlin to sustain things," he said. 

Hodges said that the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Russia have seen "disastrous outcomes" due to four 

miscalculations they made upon entering Ukraine. The first is that the Kremlin believed that it had force advantage, 

and the second was that it thought Ukraine could be isolated from third party support, he explained. 

Russia is reportedly facing manpower shortages and has been conducting a recruitment campaign and offering 

incentives in order to make up for the shortfall. Meanwhile, Ukraine has received assistance from various NATO and 

Western countries including the U.S., which last week announced its newest $675 million Ukraine security assistance 

package. 

The other two of Russia's miscalculations are that it believed "the gain of destroying Ukraine would be worth any 

pain," such as sanctions, and that it would get the added bonus of being able to "break" NATO as well, according to 

Hodges. 

"All four were obviously wrong," he said. 

Containment 

How Australian Bushmaster vehicles are helping Ukraine regain ground from Russia - as the nation's 

Defence Minister sends a heartfelt message to his counterpart Down Under for 'defending democracy' 
- Ukraine's armed forces have used Australian Bushmaster vehicles to retake vital territory from Russia. 

Ukraine's Minister of Defence, Oleksii Reznikov, revealed in a post to Twitter on Monday that the Aussie-built military 

vehicles have helped the country's defence forces take the Oskil River and have been used to liberate the northeastern 

city of Kharkiv. 

Australia has been a staunch supporter of Ukraine's efforts to fend off Vladimir Putin's invading army, pledging more 

than $300million in military aid including 40 Bushmaster vehicles since the war broke out in February. 

Ukraine’s farmers are stealing Russia’s tanks with their tractors - Humor can be extracted from just about any 

situation if one is so inclined. The ongoing Russo-Ukraine War, while tragic and bleak, has had one trending, consistent 

occurrence to provide comedic relief: Ukrainian farmers using tractors to steal Russian tanks. Footage of tractor-

assisted tank procurement began surfacing in February, just a few days into the conflict. Many Russian vehicles were 

damaged or abandoned. 
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Appropriately, the tractor has become a symbol of the Ukrainian resistance; footage, pictures, and memes of Ukrainian 

farmers using tractors to tow Russian tanks have flooded social media. The images have even made their way onto t-

shirts and posters. In all, the tractor has become representative of Ukrainian pluck and backbone – and also an image to 

punctuate the impotence of the supposedly powerful Russian forces. Farmers on tractors are especially appropriate as 

a symbol of Ukrainian stubbornness; the Russians have intentionally targeted Ukrainian farms, farm machinery, and 

farming infrastructure as a part of their formal military strategy.  

“Destroy a seed, erase a future,” the Washington Post reported, “On May 16, 2022, tens of thousands of rare seed 

samples were destroyed in the Russian shelling of Kharkiv’s Yuriev Institute, which houses Ukraine’s National Gene 

Bank. 

Russians leave behind huge arsenals of ammunition while retreating - Russian troops are leaving behind 

huge arsenals of ammunition while retreating amid a Ukrainian counteroffensive, according to photos shared by the 

Security Service of Ukraine (SBU). 

The images, published by the SBU's press service on Telegram and Twitter, show an abandoned vehicle and what 

appears to be boxes of ammunition and equipment in an unsupervised storage space in Izyum, in Ukraine's southern 

Kharkiv region. 

Russian troops retreated from the Izyum and Balakliya areas over the weekend in order to "regroup," according to 

Russia's Defense Ministry. Izyum is a major base for Russian forces in the Kharkiv region. 


