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Conflict Update # 86 

June 10th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Separatist Leader In Ukraine Confirms 

Death Of Another Russian General - The 

leader of Moscow-backed separatists in Ukraine's 

eastern Donetsk region has confirmed reports 

that another senior Russian military commander, 

Major General Roman Kutuzov, was killed by 

Ukrainian forces during clashes with Russian 

troops. 

Denis Pushilin, the head of a separatist group in 

Donetsk, wrote on Telegram on June 7 that 

"today we are bidding farewell" to Kutuzov, who 

was killed during fighting in the Luhansk region, 

parts of which is also controlled by separatists. 

Two days earlier, several pro-Kremlin journalists 

reported that Kutuzov was killed near the village 

Mykolayivka in the Popasna district of the 

Luhansk region. 

Ukrainian officials are increasing the 

urgency of their requests for Western weapons 

systems due to Russia’s artillery superiority.  

Russian forces are continuing ground 

assaults within Severodonetsk but have yet to 

secure full control of the city as of June 10. 

Russian forces are preparing to renew 
offensive operations toward Slovyansk and made 

minor gains to the north of the city. 

Russian forces are continuing efforts to cut the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway and conducting assaults on 

settlements near the highway. 

Russian troops reportedly took control of the Kinburn Spit in the northern Black Sea, which will allow them to 

exert further control of the Black Sea coast. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued ground 

assaults within Severodonetsk but have yet to establish full control over the city as of today. Ukrainian sources, including 

the Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) and Head of the Luhansk Regional State Administration Serhiy Haidai, noted that 
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Ukrainian troops still control the Azot Industrial zone and the Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway but did not provide any more 

details on the situation within the city. Russian forces continued to heavily shell Lysychansk, Ustynivka, Toshkivka, and 

Zolote, likely to support operations in Severodonetsk and interdict Ukrainian supply efforts. Much like the previous 

fighting in Mariupol, the exact nature of the control of urban areas in Severodonetsk likely remains obfuscated as the 

information environment surrounding hostilities becomes increasingly restricted. 

Russian forces continued to prepare for 

offensive operations from the southeast of 

Izyum and west of Lyman toward Slovyansk and 

likely made marginal gains north of Slovyansk on 

June 10. UGS stated that 30 Russian battalion 

tactical groups (BTGs) are now operating in the 

direction of Kharkiv Oblast, 10 more than 

previously reported on June 3. Russian forces on 

this axis are continuing to prioritize efforts to link 

advances in southeast Kharkiv Oblast with 

efforts in northwestern Donetsk Oblast. 

However, these BTGs have likely suffered heavy 

combat losses and may be comprised of the 

remnants of other units. Ukrainian reports of an 

additional 10 BTGs operating on this axis likely 

indicate that the Kremlin has reorganized its 

units and possibly deployed some 

reinforcements, but it is unlikely that Russian 

forces have truly increased their available 

combat power by 50%. Additionally, Russian 

attacks remain largely road-bound and confined 

to narrow frontages, and Russian forces will 

likely struggle to leverage any new weight of 

numbers. 

A Russian Telegram channel stated that Russian 

forces seized Pryshyb yesterday and are 

conducting ground assaults on Sydrove, two 

villages south of Sviatohirsk and about 20 km 

north of Slovyansk. While ISW cannot confirm 

these claims, they are indicative of continued 

Russian efforts to push southward from 

Sviatohirsk and suggest that Russian forces have successfully crossed the Siverskyi Donets River in the Sviatohirsk-

Tetyanivka area. 

They conducted ground, air, and artillery attacks to the east of Bakhmut on June 10 in a continued effort to cut the 

Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway. UGS reported that Russian forces are conducting ground assaults on Nyrkove, Mykolaivka, 

Nahirne, and Berestove (all settlements east of Bakhmut along the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway) and that they 

are advancing on the Vozdvyzhenka-Roty line from the south of Bakhmut. 
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Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - There were no significant developments in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 10. 

Russian forces continued defensive operations to prevent further Ukrainian advances toward the international border 

and fired on Ukrainian positions in and around Kharkiv City. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to strengthen their 

defensive lines and conducted ground and 

artillery attacks along the Southern Axis on 

June 10. UGS noted that Russian forces focused 

on improving the fortification of their second 

and third lines of defense and carried out 

camouflage measures to support defensive 

operations.  

Russian sources notably claimed that Russian 

troops took control of the Kinburn Split–a small 

peninsula near Ochakiv in the northern Black 

Sea, on the southern border of Mykolaiv and 

Kherson oblasts. Russian forces have 

consistently bombarded Ukrainian naval assets 

in Ochakiv for the last month, and if these 

Russian claims are true, control of the Kinburn 

Split will allow Russian troops to exert greater 

control of the northwestern Black Sea coast. 

Russian troops continued to fire on various 

locations in Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, 

Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - 

Russian occupation authorities today 

continued measures to set conditions for 

administrative control of occupied areas. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

reported that Russian-backed political 

collaborators in Kherson Oblast initiated a new wave of unspecified preparations for a referendum on the annexation of 

occupied territories directly into Russia. Russian occupation authorities are additionally exerting greater control through 

the education sector and Russian officials are reportedly planning to retrain teachers in the Donbas using Russian 

curricula. Advisor to the Mayor of Mariupol Petro Andryushchenko similarly reported that occupation authorities in 

Mariupol have begun importing Russian textbooks into schools in the city. Despite Russian efforts to consolidate control 

of occupied areas through educational means, occupation authorities are still largely unable to provide adequate social 

or medical services for residents of occupied territories, and the medical system in Mariupol is reportedly near collapse 

as a result of mismanagement by Russian authorities. 

Ukrainian officials are increasing the urgency of their requests for more-sophisticated Western-provided 

weapons systems amid reports of growing Russian artillery superiority. Several Western media outlets reported in the 

last 48 hours that Ukrainian military and government officials are increasingly highlighting the fact that Ukrainian troops 

are trapped in an “artillery war” on critical frontlines and are at a distinct disadvantage in terms of artillery systems.  
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Deputy Head of the Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate Vadym Skibitsky stated that Russian troops possess 10 to 15 

artillery pieces to every one Ukrainian artillery piece and that Ukrainian forces have almost completely exhausted their 

artillery ammunition. Considering the current prevalence of protracted positional battles, especially in the 

Severodonetsk-Lysychansk area, Ukrainian forces urgently need fresh supplies of artillery systems. As Ukrainian forces 

use the last of their stocks of Soviet-era weapon systems and munitions, they will require consistent Western support to 

transition to new supply chains of ammunition and key artillery systems. Effective artillery will be increasingly decisive in 

the largely static fighting in eastern Ukraine. 

Russian military authorities continue to struggle with force generation and are facing the consequences of 

aggressive forced mobilization efforts. Ukraine’s Security Service claimed they captured a new group of Russian prisoners 

of war who reportedly were recruited through a private military company and told they were going to be providing 

security services but were instead sent to the frontline in Luhansk.  

The Ukrainian General Staff similarly reported that units comprised of forcibly mobilized personnel are refusing to 

participate in combat in the Donbas due to high losses. The Ukrainian cited intercepted phone calls and claimed that 

Russian soldiers are refusing to fight and are being threatened with prosecution—despite their lack of equipment and 

weapons within their units. Such reports are consistent with previous reports that Russian forced mobilization efforts are 

self-destructive and may result in mounting discontent and declining morale and discipline. 

Russian scouts are probing for safe places to cross the Siverskyi Donets River, in Ukraine's east, where the 

Russkies got shellacked several times while attempting river crossings last month, Reuters reports Friday from Kyiv. 

Wanted: Contract Soldier. Good Pay. Bonus For Destroying Ukrainian Tanks - There are plenty of job vacancy 

announcements on Russian employment websites and social media these days: drivers, dishwashers, cooks, 

programmers, grocery store cashiers. 

Also on offer: jobs/positions fighting in Russia’s war on Ukraine. 

Now in its fourth month, with no end in sight, the invasion is morphing into a war of attrition, as Russia struggles to 

achieve a semblance of victory and Ukraine mounts a dogged defense, often against the odds. Both sides are inflicting 

heavy casualties; Ukrainian officials say they’re losing more than 100 soldiers a day. 

Russia, meanwhile, is doing everything in its power to hide its losses. 

Russia’s tempo of losses – of both men and equipment and weaponry -- is not sustainable, many Western experts say, 

but the Kremlin has resisted calling for a general mobilization. 

To replenish its depleted manpower in Ukraine, Russia has resorted to what some observers have called a “stealth 

mobilization.” The effort includes a formal recruitment page posted on the Defense Ministry’s website. 

But it also includes help-wanted ads posted on major job recruiter websites, as well as social media networks, such as 

VKontakte. The positions are for jobs in Russia’s regular armed forces. 

One, posted on the jobs site Head Hunter on May 24, was titled “Contract Soldier,” with a published salary starting at 

150,000 rubles a month before taxes. (about $2,550, well above the median national salary of the equivalent of $950). 

Among the benefits listed: room and board, medical insurance, clothing allowance, a pension after 20 years of service, 

and other items. 

It makes no specific mention of the war in Ukraine. 
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Putin has resisted calling a general mobilization, which would essentially entail declaring full war on Ukraine, rather than 

what the Kremlin euphemistically now calls a “special military operation.” 

Such a move could backfire with the Russian people, most of whom have so far shown support or complacency about 

the war despite the mounting death toll and the country’s increasing isolation. 

Currently, Russia’s 900,000-strong armed forces are a mix of conscripts -- all men aged between 18 and 27 are obliged to 

serve a year of military service -- and volunteer contract soldiers, who make up a growing proportion of the overall 

fighting forces. 

Contract soldiers, who typically sign up for three or more years, tend to be better trained than conscripts, who are barred 

from being deployed to active combat such as that which is occurring in Ukraine. 

Aside from posting help-wanted ads, officials have undertaken other efforts to bolster the fighting force. 

Lawmakers also recently passed a law that allows men over 40 years of age to serve in the armed forces. And Defense 

Minister Sergei Shoigu said that combatants of the Ukrainian “special military operation” would be considered veterans 

under Russian law, entitled to a host of lucrative, long-term social benefits. 

Why Russia's 'Underperforming' Military Is Still Making Gains In Ukraine - Ukrainian forces are finding it hard 

to stave off Russian attacks in the center of the key battleground of Syevyerodonetsk, but Moscow still does not control 

the eastern city, regional officials say. 

Syevyerodonetsk and its twin city Lysychansk, which lies across the Siverskiy Donets River, are strategically important in 

the Kremlin’s bid to capture Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region and the unfolding fight, which has already seen Russian 

troops take control of large portions of Syevyerodonetsk, could have an outsized influence on the next phase of the war. 

Meanwhile, the flow of Western weapons to Kyiv continues, but Ukrainian officials have warned that greater and 

sustained quantities of equipment and aid are needed if they are to wield an advantage over Russian forces. 

The United States and Britain recently announced plans to provide Kyiv with multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS), 

which can hit targets up to 80 kilometers away. Washington is also sending four M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket 

Systems (HIMARS) and London has agreed to send an unspecified number of M270 launch systems. 

The weapon shipments have been welcomed by Kyiv, but Oleksiy Arestovych, an adviser to Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskiy, says that greater quantities are required, especially of rocket launchers, if his country’s forces will 

be able to repel the advancing Russian troops. 

The Kremlin has decided at this point in time to deprioritize other areas of the Ukrainian front line in order to prioritize 

the fight for Syevyerodonetsk. 

This is actually quite interesting as, up to this current phase of the war, the Kremlin has had to scale back its objectives 

time after time. On February 24, Putin's initial objective was to capture Kyiv and other large cities and to conduct regime 

change within a very short time period. That, of course, failed. 

Then, in April, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov formally redefined the goals of Russia's so-called special military 

operation to just capturing the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. Why that’s interesting is because if you look at how the 

front lines have changed over the past month and a half or so, the Russians have made very few gains in the Donetsk 

Oblast, they've almost exclusively focused on the Luhansk front line, which has led to what's likely going to be a 

culminating point for the Russians in Syevyerodonetsk. Although they've not been able to make a lot of gains in that area. 

So even with these scaled-back objectives, these small Russian gains over portions of a city or portions of a village that 

have been spread out over several days and weeks shows that the Russians are still underperforming quite badly. 
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[The Institute for the Study of War’s] (I quote from the ISW in the header articles of the Update) current assessment is 

that if the Russians manage to finish capturing Syevyerodonetsk and then move to capturing all of Luhansk Oblast, the 

Russian campaign will likely culminate and that will necessitate the Russians having to take an operational pause to 

regroup their forces and reinforce what they control. At that point, Putin will likely try to make a play for a cease-fire. 

However, it's actually unclear if the Russians will even be able to capture all of Luhansk Oblast. Syevyerodonetsk is the 

last significant Ukrainian held position in Luhansk Oblast, which sits on the left bank of the Siverskiy Donets River. If the 

Russians capture it, that would then mean that the Russian forces would have to cross the river in order to get to the 

town of Lysychansk, where the Ukrainians also have prepared defensive positions. 

Lysychansk is an elevated area, so it'll be difficult geographically for the Russians to attack that territory and it will require 

them to do the sort of things that have been difficult for the Russians throughout this war, such as river crossings and 

urban combat. 

Moving forward, a major question is whether the Ukrainians will be capable of actually conducting counteroffensives to 

liberate the territory that the Russians have taken since the beginning of the war. 

We've not seen a Ukrainian capability to actually retake territory that the Russians are serious about defending. The 

territory that the Ukrainians recaptured in and around Kyiv and Kharkiv in the north is largely because the Russians 

withdrew. It was reported in many instances as Ukrainian forces liberating these territories, but it was actually due in 

large part to the Russians simply just withdrawing and the Ukrainians moving in. 

The key takeaway is that for the Russians it's a lot easier to hold territory that they've controlled than to capture new 

territory. Also, conversely for the Ukrainians, it's easier for them to defend territory from Russian attacks than to 

recapture and liberate Russian-held territory. 

In the south, the Russians are also setting conditions to actually hold those southern territories for a long time and there 

are Ukrainian government reports about the Russians creating fortifications, which indicates that they intend to hold 

those territories for a long while. For Ukraine to contest those Russian gains, they will have to demonstrate new 

battlefield capabilities that we've not seen from them. 

The decisive factor moving forward is the extent to which Western governments provide Ukraine with the weaponry that 

meets the requirement and needs for Ukrainian counteroffensives. 

We see trickles of different types of aid and equipment and that’s great. However, because of the way that the Russians 

have pushed the front lines out so far in some areas and the way that the Russian supply lines work, the Ukrainians need 

better weapons with longer effective ranges in order to hit those Russian logistics convoys and to hit those Russian 

ammunition depots further back. 

Western military aid is seen as a decisive factor in ensuring that Putin is not able to actually secure a preferable stalemate 

or any other type of situation where it essentially locks in all these gains that the Russians have made. (Radio Free 

Europe). 

Impacts 

Chief Rabbi Of Moscow Leaves Russia After Refusing To Publicly Support Ukraine War - The chief rabbi of 

Moscow, Pinchas Goldschmidt, has left Russia after he refused a request from state officials to publicly support Russia's 

unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, his daughter-in-law says. 
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Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt tweeted on June 7 that the rabbi and his spouse left Russia in March and are currently in 

Israel. "They are now in exile from the community they loved, built, and raised their children in over 33 years," Chizhik-

Goldschmidt's tweet says. 

The Zurich-born Goldschmidt had served in Moscow since 1989. He was elected chief rabbi of Moscow in 1993. 

Business Losses From Russia Top $59 Billion as Sanctions Hit - Nearly 1,000 Western companies plan to leave 

the country or cut back operations, with more write-downs expected. 

Global companies have racked up more than $59 billion in losses from their Russian operations, with more financial pain 

to come as sanctions hit the economy and sales and shutdowns continue, according to a review of public statements and 

securities filings. 

Almost 1,000 Western businesses have pledged to exit or cut back operations in Russia, following its invasion of Ukraine, 

according to Yale researchers. 

Many are reassessing the reported value of those Russian businesses, as a weakening local economy and a lack of willing 

buyers render once-valuable assets worthless. 

Putin 

Vladimir Putin now suggests he will conquer Ukraine as Peter the Great did to the declining Swedish empire 

300 years ago. "Peter the Great led the Northern War for 21 years," Putin said yesterday in televised remarks to young 

business leaders and scientists. "It would seem that he fought with Sweden, [and] captured land," said Putin, and 

exclaimed, "He didn't capture it, he returned it!"  

Humanitarian 

Britain Again Condemns Donbas Death Sentences As UN, Germany Say They Violate Geneva Conventions 
Britain has again condemned the death sentences handed to two Britons by Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine's 

eastern region of Donetsk, while a United Nations spokesman and the German government have also issued strong 

reactions to the sentence. 

Britons Aiden Aslin and Shaun Pinner along with Moroccan Saaudun Brahim were sentenced to death on June 9 for 

"mercenary activities." All three say they were serving in the Ukrainian military when they were captured by pro-Russian 

separatists while fighting Russian forces. 

British Foreign Minister Liz Truss on June 10 called the sentencing of Aslin and Pinner an "egregious breach" of the Geneva 

Conventions. 

Britain’s priority is to work with the Ukrainian government to secure the soldiers' release as quickly as possible, Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson’s spokesman said. Johnson's office said he was "appalled" by the death sentences. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba condemned what he called a "sham trial against prisoners of war," and 

Ukraine's Prosecutor-General's Office said it was probing the case. 

The United Nations warned that unfair trials of prisoners of war amounted to war crimes. 

UN Says Up To 19 Million More Hungry People Next Year Due To Ukraine War - Depleted food stocks caused 

by the dwindling exports of grain and other food commodities from Ukraine and Russia could leave between 11 million 
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and 19 million more people suffering from chronic hunger over the next year, the United Nations' food agency said on 

June 10. 

Moscow's war in Ukraine has sent prices surging for grains, cooking oils, fuel, and fertilizer. Russia and Ukraine account 

for nearly one-third of global wheat supplies. 

Russia is also a leading exporter of fertilizer while Ukraine is a major supplier of corn and sunflower oil. 

The impact of the war "could lead to anywhere between 11 to 19 million more hungry people -- that's chronic hunger for 

2022/23," said Boubaker Ben Belhassen of the Food and Agriculture Organization's (FAO) on June 10. 

The preliminary estimate was based on reduced exports of food commodities from Ukraine and Russia, Ben Belhassen 

told reporters. 

"The countries that are being affected most are in the Near East/North African region given their heavy reliance on 

imports -- especially of wheat -- from these countries, but also of vegetable oil, sunflower oil," he said. 

Some countries in sub-Saharan Africa and in Asia, such as Bangladesh and Indonesia, were also being "highly impacted," 

he added. 

Belarus agrees to grain corridor to Klaipeda, but on which terms? - Belarus has agreed to allow Ukrainian grain 

destined for Baltic ports to transit through the country, provided that Belarusian goods are allowed to enter those ports 

as well.  

Ukraine, as the world’s main grain supplier, has faced difficulties in grain exports since the Russian-Ukrainian war due to 

the blockade of Black Sea ports. The United Nations is actively mediating in this discussion to avoid a global food crisis. 

There are two solutions currently being negotiated: one is to pass through Belarus by rail, and the other is to open the 

Black Sea ports as soon as possible. 

As for the corridor through Belarus, Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko said in a call with United Nations 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres that the country is willing to provide the necessary capacity for transiting Ukrainian 

grain exports, and proposed talks with the Ukrainian government to discuss the provision of its port permit for Belarusian 

goods. 

At the same time, Belarus requested that ports in Germany, Poland, the Baltic States or Russia open for Belarusian goods 

as well. 

Most likely option 

With the solution at the Black Sea not in sight, the corridor through Belarus seems most likely to succeed. Detouring to 

Poland is also an option. However, this approach faces obstacles in terms of capacity and transport efficiency, explained 

a Ukrainian industry expert. “The train needs to change the gauge twice, once into Poland and the other into Lithuania.” 

Lithuanian Minister Marius Skuodis said that the railway network currently allows for two trains per day from Poland to 

the port of Klaipeda. 

By contrast, transiting through Belarus is more ideal. Belarus has a wide-gauge line, and trains do not necessarily need to 

change tracks halfway, thereby improving the efficiency of transportation throughout the journey and allowing more 

freight trains to run on the existing railway network. 

In addition, Ukrainian railways are also pinning their hopes on routes passing through Hungary, Slovakia and Romania. 

But in any case, the capacity of the existing rail network is a drop in the bucket compared to traditional sea routes. 

Coupled with the complex entanglements in the surrounding countries, it seems a little impossible to use the railway as 

the savior of the world’s food supply. 
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Containment 

Ukrainian Army Uses New Caesar Long-Range Howitzer 

Supplied By France - A Ukrainian artillery unit in the Donbas 

region has been quickly getting up to speed with the latest long-

range artillery import, the French Caesar howitzer. The self-

propelled 155mm gun can hit targets up to 38 kilometers away 

and is highly mobile. One soldier told RFE/RL on June 8 that the 

system was easy to use but the biggest problem was the language 

barrier -- "It’s foreign equipment, everything is in English." 

Geopolitics 

Kosovo Pledges To File EU Application By End Of Year - Kosovar Prime Minister Albin Kurti says his country will 

formally apply to become a member of the European Union by the end of 2022 despite concerns over tensions with 

neighboring Serbia, also an EU aspirant. 

Kurti told reporters on June 10 after a meeting in Pristina with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz that his country aspires "to 

the status of EU candidate" and plans to submit its application before 2023. 

Since Russia's invasion of Ukraine began in February, officials from Kosovo have stressed their desire for closer ties with 

the West -- including EU and NATO membership -- to enhance the country's economic and military security. 

"Europe is our destiny. Europe is our future," Kurti said. 

Noting tensions with Serbia, Scholz warned that the two neighbors have to "find a political solution with a comprehensive, 

sustainable agreement that also contributes to regional stability." 

Serbia has yet to recognize Kosovo as a country even though it broke free of the former Yugoslavia to declare its 

independence in 2008. Most EU countries recognize Kosovo, though Russia and China, allies of Serbia, do not. 

How Putin’s Spooking Japan Further Away From Pacifism - Bombed-out and poverty-stricken after World War 

II, Japan disbanded its military and renounced war, devoting its efforts instead to economic development under a pacifist 

constitution. More than seven decades later, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has spooked Prime Minister Fumio Kishida into 

pledging a substantial increase in defense spending, which has long been only about half the target set for its Western 

counterparts. 

While the country spends more than 5 trillion yen ($37.6 billion) a year on defense, the ninth-largest budget in the world 

in actual size, it refers to its 138,000-strong military as the Self-Defense Forces. Those forces, founded in the 1950s, boast 

impressive equipment including light aircraft carriers, fighter jets and ballistic-missile defense systems. But there are 

strict rules about what the SDF is allowed to do, and its right even to exist under the US-drafted pacifist constitution has 

been called into question by scholars. One of the founding principles of the long-ruling Liberal Democratic Party was to 

revise that document, which it still hasn’t done seven decades later. The party has laid out proposals to add a reference 

to the SDF. 

Japan and the US became formal allies after World War II, meaning Japan has been sheltered by the U.S. nuclear umbrella 

amid growing threats from neighboring China and North Korea, and now renewed tensions with Russia. Tens of 

thousands of US troops are also based in Japan and subsidized by the Japanese taxpayer. 
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The role of the SDF was initially limited to fending off any invasion. Japan began making changes after it was accused of 

“checkbook diplomacy” during the 1990-91 Gulf War for contributing $13 billion to the U.S.-led effort but no troops. It 

subsequently took part in UN peacekeeping operations as well as sending non-combat troops to the second war in Iraq 

on a reconstruction mission. The past few years have seen closer military cooperation with a range of partners, including 

Australia and the UK. Each step toward becoming a “normal country” has been met with unease, both in and outside 

Japan, as there have been waves of confession and denial in the country over its past aggression in Asia. But Russian 

President Vladimir Putin’s actions this year seem to have changed domestic views. Kishida’s decision to break with 

tradition by sending military equipment, albeit nonlethal, to Ukraine met little resistance. 

Although Japan isn’t a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the ruling LDP has called for meeting the 

alliance’s target for defense spending, which is 2% of gross domestic product. That would mean doubling the military 

budget, which would probably make Japan the third-largest military spender in the world after the US and China. The 

cabinet has approved an economic plan to bolster defenses over a five-year period without specifying figures. (NATO 

member Germany, Japan’s World War II ally that nurtured a pacifist streak afterward, also made a radical policy shift 

after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, deciding to drastically raise its defense spending.) 

As the world’s most heavily indebted nation, Japan may struggle to pull together the resources amid the ballooning cost 

of supporting its elderly population. While public opinion is broadly behind some increase in outlay, polls show voters 

don’t necessarily want a large rise. It’s also unclear how the money would be used. The LDP advocates obtaining long-

range, counter-strike capability, but former Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera has also called for an improvement in pay 

and conditions for SDF members, as the government struggles to find enough recruits. The debate comes as Japan revises 

the documents that define its security and defense strategy. 

China, which has seen its own defense budget soar, would be critical of any plan to beef up Japan’s military. Defense 

Minister Nobuo Kishi’s hints last year that the existing 1% spending cap could be abandoned drew condemnation from 

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian, who said Japan should reflect on the fact that it had “inflicted untold sufferings 

on the people in Asia” and accused Tokyo of advocating an arms race. South Korea, which also frequently clashes with 

Japan over its history of colonialism, is in a more complex position as a fellow-ally of the US. South Korea’s new, 

conservative president has expressed hopes of reconciling with Japan. While Japan has apologized for past misdeeds, 

Japanese officials have triggered diplomatic flare-ups over the years by downplaying, defending or challenging the 

evidence of wartime abuses such as the 1937-1938 Rape of Nanking and visiting Yasukuni Shrine, which honors military 

leaders convicted as war criminals after WWII. 


