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Conflict Update # 246 

October 29th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 70,250 (550) soldiers killed, 2,659 (+19) enemy tanks, 5,401 (+23) armored  combat vehicles, 1,708 

(+9) artillery systems, 380 (+1) MLRS systems, 195 (+3) air defense systems, 273 (+1) warplanes, 252 (+1) helicopters, 

1,406 (+5) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 351 (+1) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,107 (+19) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 152 (+1) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

“Russian Phobia” – In the map below are pictured 

• Black dotted lines of German advances in 1941 toward Moscow 

• Blue striped line of Napoleon’s advance in 1812 toward Moscow  

The grey-shaded area is what is called the European Plain, a stretch of geography from Paris through Moscow and 

beyond – flat and ideal for military marching and advancing, particularly with horse-drawn or mechanical equipment. 

Invasions of Russia from European countries always advance through and along the European Plain. 

Russia, after multiple invasions through history has sought to protect itself from further invasion by creating geographic 

buffer zones to these avenues of military advance. To do so they brought under Russian direct control, one way or 

another, countries along the outer perimeter, from the 1917 Revolution through to the Soviet Union in its final days.  
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In pre-1917 times Russia, as it was then being formed, also invaded other countries and was invaded by European 

states such as Lithuania and Poland. This map though refers to the post-1917 era of Russia’s security phobia where they 

have created blocks behind which they can muster defenses to ward off foreign threats. 

Thus they brought under direct Russian control the Baltic countries (1), Belarus and Kaliningrad (2), Ukraine and  

Czechoslovakia (3), Hungary, Moldova and Romania (4) and the Caucasus countries (5). 

Other Soviet countries such as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and others, are not referenced here either.  

There were also other invasions, such as the Turks advancing through the Caucasus and Balkans, but these are also not 

part of this EU-facing article. 

When the Soviet Union collapsed in late-1991, some of these countries opted to become independent states with their 

own legislatures, constitutions etc. 

One-by-one, many of them joined NATO, seeing a rising Russian phobia of a threatening foreign encroachment. Belarus 

and Ukraine did not join NATO. 

Russia under Putin viewed the 1991 breakup of the Soviet Union as the greatest catastrophe of the modern era.  

Looking at the map above, one can see the Russian perception of threat. 

Both Napoleon and Hitler were defeated, but both had vast distances to cover to reach Moscow and claim victory. And 

both fell afoul of “General Winter.” The great distances to be covered provided Russia the opportunity to group and 

defend. 

Should Ukraine lean westward, and NATO or the EU enter the country, a direct road from the northeastern-most region 

of Ukraine to Moscow is only 263 miles – far too close for comfort. Russia will have limited opportunity to defend itself. 

Russia under Putin is paranoid about this threat, and seeks to re-establish its former buffer zones, starting with Ukraine 

and then Moldova, Romania and so on. Belarus is already under Russian control as are Chechnya and other members of 

the “Russian Federation.” 

They view this as imperative for the survival of Russia and its federation. 

Internal Russian fighting – Reports are coming in of Russian troops turning on and firing at Wagner Group and 

Chechnyan battalions. This is because these two armies are under instruction to arrest and execute Russian troops who 

desert or refuse to engage Ukrainian troops. 

Both these groups are very critical of Russian commanders and leadership and have instigated dismissal of senior 

Russian field commanders, the latest being Army General Lapin (see article below regarding turmoil in upper Russian 

ranks). 

'Massive' drone attack on Black Sea Fleet – Russia - Ukraine has carried out a "massive" drone attack on the 

Black Sea Fleet in the Crimean port city of Sevastopol, damaging one warship, Russia says. 

Nine drones were used, a top official said. Ukraine has not commented. 

Without providing evidence, Russia accused British troops of being involved in Saturday's attack - and in blowing up gas 

pipelines last month. 

In its response, the UK MoD said Russia was "peddling false claims of an epic scale." 
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Russia said the ships targeted in Saturday's attack were involved in the internationally-brokered deal to allow grain 

exports from Ukrainian ports and hours later announced that it was suspending its participation in it. 

Likely Ukrainian forces conducted an attack against a Grigorovich-class frigate of the Black Sea Fleet near 

Sevastopol with unmanned surface vehicles earlier today. Social media footage documented an unknown number of 

unmanned surface vehicles striking at least one Grigorovich-class frigate in Sevastopol on October 29.  

Footage also showed smoke near the port in Sevastopol and what appeared to be Russian air defense in Sevastopol 

engaging air targets. The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces used seven autonomous maritime drones and nine 

unmanned aerial vehicles to conduct a “terrorist attack” against the BSF and civilian targets in Sevastopol.  

Attacks on military vessels in wartime are legitimate acts of war and not terrorist attacks. The Russian MoD claimed 

that Russian forces destroyed all air targets, destroyed four maritime drones on the outer roadstead, and three 

maritime drones on the inner roadstead. A similar unidentified unmanned surface vehicle first appeared on the coast of 

Crimea on September 21 

Damage to Black Sea Fleet vessels is unclear at this time. The Russian MoD claimed that the attack inflicted minor 

damage against BSF minesweeper Ivan Golubets and a protective barrier in the south bay. Russian officials did not 

acknowledge any damage to a Grigorovich-class frigate, similar to how the Russian MoD denied any damage to the 

cruiser Moskva when Ukrainian forces sunk it on April 14. Ukrainian officials have not claimed responsibility for the 

attack as of this publication. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry announced that Russia indefinitely suspended its participation in the United Nations-

brokered grain export deal with Ukraine as a direct response to the attack. Russia had been setting rhetorical 

conditions to withdraw from the deal for some time, however. 

The Black Sea Fleet has three Grigorovich-class frigates, all of which are capable of firing Kalibr cruise missiles. A 

Ukrainian decision to target Kalibr-capable frigates at this time makes sense given the intensified Russian drone and 

missile strike campaign targeting Ukrainian energy infrastructure. If Kyiv ordered this attack, it would have been a 

proportionate, even restrained, response to the extensive Russian strategic bombing campaign attacking civilian targets 

throughout Ukraine over the past few weeks. 

Comments – (i) I watched footage of an unmanned Ukrainian Kamikaze vessel streaking toward a Russian frigate, but 

final views remain inconclusive as the footage stopped abruptly as the vessel encroached on the frigate. This may have 

been because it struck its target or because it was struck be defensive fire. (ii) The mere fact that Ukrainian unmanned 

vessels have breached Russian maritime defense walls in the Sevastopol bay area, in and of itself sends a major 

message to the Russian Command that its naval assets are not only reachable by Ukrainian missiles, but also that they 

are in the Ukrainian anti-ship crosshairs.  

Russian pro-war milbloggers have recognized that Western-provided HIMARS halted Russian offensive operations in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast in July with some commenting on satellite imagery of an empty Russian military base at 

the Kherson International Airport Chornobaivka (northwest of Kherson City) obtained from the private US company 

Satellogic.  

The milbloggers noted that Russian forces withdrew their “contingent,” military equipment, and aviation from 

Chornobaivka between May and September in an effort to protect their equipment against Ukrainian strikes on the 

base. One milblogger noted that while Russian forces withdrew some aviation elements from the base between May 

and June due to Ukrainian Tochka-U strikes, the introduction of HIMARS forced Russian command to establish a 

withdrawal plan from the base that concluded in September. Another milblogger noted that the satellite images further 

confirmed that the situation on the northwestern Kherson Oblast frontline has not changed in two months and that 
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withdrawn detachments did not return to their positions. Previous satellite imagery from the August-September period 

showed at least 16 main battle tanks and armored personnel carriers at Chornobaivka, which indicates that the total 

Russian withdrawal from the Kherson International Airport is fairly recent. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern Kharkiv 

Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast) - 

Ukrainian forces consolidated gains and 

continued counteroffensive operations 

along the Svatove-Kreminna line earlier 

today. Spokesperson for Ukraine’s 

Eastern Group of Forces Colonel Serhiy 

Cherevaty stated that Ukrainian troops 

have established full fire control of the 

main sections of the R66 (Svatove-

Kreminna) road, which Cherevaty noted 

makes it impossible for Russian logistics 

and supplies to continue along the route.  

He also reported that fighting is ongoing 

along the Svatove-Kreminna line. A 

prominent Russian milblogger similarly 

claimed that Ukrainian troops are 

attempting to break through to Kreminna 

and accumulating forces to attack a 

position less than 2km away from current 

Russian positions and within 4km of the 

R66 highway.  

Several Russian sources, including the 

Russian MoD, report that Ukrainian 

troops attacked in the direction of 

Chervonopopivka, 6km northwest of 

Kreminna. The Ukrainian General Staff 

stated that a Ukrainian precision strike 

eliminated 20 Russian soldiers and 

wounded 30 in Chervonopopivka. 

Russian sources continue to claim Russian 

troops conducted offensive operations in 

northeastern Kharkiv Oblast. The Russian 

MoD claimed that unspecified Russian 

“active actions” destroyed Ukrainian 

equipment concentrations in Timkivka, 

Ivanivka, Tabaivka, and Khrokmalne, all in the Kupyansk area and about 20km northwest of Svatove. 

Geolocated footage posted on October 29 shows a Ukrainian strike destroying a Russian tank in Pisky (a small 

settlement in northeast Kharkiv Oblast about 3km south of the international border), indicating that Russian troops are 

still holding positions east of the Oskil River near the international border.  
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Comments – (i) This is extremely important as the route running through Kremmina and Svatove is the primary road 

resupply route for Russian battalions in multiple oblasts to the south and east. Incremental Ukrainian advances have 

been made over the past month and reported on in previous Updates, (ii) just further east of this road is the main rail 

line supplying heavy equipment and munitions to these oblasts for Russian battalions, (iii) further southeast of the rail 

line are the major cities of Donetsk and Luhansk (both under Russian control) and (iv) reports are coming in that 

Ukrainian forces have captured many Russian soldiers and equipment in this action. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) 
- Ukrainian intelligence reported Russian 

forces still have their highest quality 

forces operating in Kherson Oblast, 

predicting that Ukraine will liberate the 

city by the end of November. Chief of the 

Ukrainian Main Military Intelligence 

Directorate (GUR), Kyrylo Budanov, 

stated that there are 40,000 Russian 

servicemen in Kherson Oblast, of which 

most are competent units from Russian 

airborne troops, special operations 

forces, and naval infantry.  

Budanov added that Russian forces are 

reinforcing these units with mobilized 

personnel and noted that the Russian 

grouping of forces operates in Kherson 

City, and on the western and eastern 

banks of the Dnipro River. He noted 

Russian forces are continuing to resist 

and are impeding Ukrainian advances on 

a daily basis, reiterating that the GUR 

officially assesses that Russia will not fully 

destroy the Kakhovka Hydroelectric 

Power Plant Dam, but instead will destroy 

the road that goes over the dam to slow 

Ukrainian advances across the Dnipro 

River. 

Russian forces continued to establish 

defensive positions on the western bank 

of the Dnipro River and Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that their forces continue to deploy 

mobilized men to the western bank, despite the fact that these men show signs of low morale and a lack of prior 

training.  

Ukraine’s Resistance Center reported Russian forces are forcing civilians to construct fortifications in Kherson Oblast. 

The Ukrainian General Staff added that enemy forces continue to evacuate unspecified occupiers and are stealing 

medical equipment from Kherson City hospitals.  

Advisor to the Kherson Oblast Military Administration Serhiy Khlan stated that Russian forces have not yet prepared for 

street fights in Kherson City. 
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Ukrainian and Russian sources provided limited information regarding the situation on the Kherson Oblast frontline.  

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces struck Davydiv Brid and Mala Seideminukha (on the eastern 

bank of the Inhulets River) and Kobzartsi (about 60km east from Mykolaiv City).[40] The Russian MoD claimed its forces 

repelled five Ukrainian ground attacks in the directions of Mylove, Sukhanove, Pyatikhatky, Ishchenka, Bruskinske, and 

Sadok along the frontline in northern Kherson Oblast.  

A Russian milblogger also claimed that elements of the 126th Separate Guards Coastal Brigade and the 11th Guards Air 

Assault Brigade continue to operate in the northeastern direction in (presumably) western Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian forces continued conducting their interdiction campaign today and Southern Operational Command reported 

that Ukrainian missile and artillery units destroyed three ammunition depots in the Beryslav and Mykolaiv Raions. 

It also added that Ukrainian aviation also carried out eight strikes on Russian manpower and equipment concentration 

areas, air defense, and logistics support areas. Ukrainian social media sources reported that Ukrainian forces struck the 

Antonivsky Bridge and noted two explosions in Chornobaivka, northwest of Kherson City. 

Russian senior Command staff turmoil - The Kremlin reportedly relieved the commander of the Central Military 

District, Colonel General Lapin, of his position as the commander of the “central” group of forces in Ukraine. The 

Kremlin has not officially confirmed Lapin’s relief as of late today, prompting the rise of contradictory reports across 

Kremlin-sponsored outlets and Telegram channels.  

Kremlin-sponsored outlets cited reports from Chechnya-based TV channel “Grozny,” milbloggers, and other unnamed 

official sources that Lapin no longer commands Russian forces in northern Luhansk Oblast. Some Russian milbloggers 

claimed Lapin resigned on his own initiative, while others claimed that he was unfairly terminated.  

A Wagner-affiliated milblogger claimed that Lapin lost his position due to his devastating failure to deploy and organize 

mobilized men in his zone of responsibility, and ISW has previously reported on the poor treatment of untrained 

mobilized men on the Svatove-Kreminna frontline under Lapin’s command. 

It is unclear whether Lapin was also relieved of his command of the Central Military District. Some milbloggers implied 

that Lapin is no longer the CMD commander as well, however, there is no clear reporting or evidence. Local Russian 

outlet Ura claimed he is taking a three-week-long medical leave citing an unnamed Russian MoD source. 

ISW cannot independently confirm the reports of Lapin’s dismissal, but the deluge of conflicting reports may indicate 

that the Kremlin is struggling to control the narrative regarding its higher military command.  

The Kremlin had previously refrained from discussing command changes before the successful Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in Lyman, after which Putin formally replaced the commanders of the Western and Eastern Military 

Districts and likely publicly reshuffled district commanders to use them as scapegoats for Russian military failures in 

Kharkiv Oblast and Lyman.  

The increasing transparency within the Russian information space—spearheaded by the siloviki Chechen leader 

Kadyrov and Wagner Group financier Prigozhin, and the pro-war community—is likely making it more challenging for 

the Kremlin to conceal and explain away any command changes in public.  

Kadyrov and Prigozhin both have publicly attacked Lapin on several occasions, leading some milbloggers to point out 

that other Russian district commanders did not receive any criticism despite their own failings (and firings). The reports 

of Lapin’s dismissal, whether true or false, indicate that the Russian siloviki faction is gaining dominance in the 

information space that allows it to damage the image of the Russian higher military command that the MoD would 

likely prefer to present. 
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Reports of Lapin’s dismissal further highlighted the fragmentation within the Russian pro-war community. A milblogger 

who had defended Lapin stated that unspecified “lobbyists” had finally removed Lapin from his post acting in their own 

self-interest, going against the pro-Lapin group of milbloggers.  

Kremlin-leading Russian outlets also emphasized that a group of milbloggers supported Lapin, indicating the ever-

growing influence of milbloggers in the information space. The milblogger added that he and other pro-Lapin 

milbloggers faced criticism accusing the milbloggers of being on Lapin’s payroll and producing propaganda in support of 

him. A pro-Wagner milblogger, in turn, stated that overwhelming cries in support of Lapin did not conceal his numerous 

military failures. Milbloggers from both sides are effectively focusing on failures of Russian military command from 

either side of the argument, which further undermines the reputation of the Russian Armed Forces and the Kremlin. 

Russia is likely expediting efforts to forcibly depopulate areas of Kherson Oblast along the Dnipro River 

and repopulate them with Russian soldiers, some out of uniform in violation of the law of armed conflict. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command reported yesterday that Russian officials gave residents of Kherson City a two-day 

eviction notice and that Russian forces have introduced intensified inspection and verification checkpoints at 

roadblocks on the “evacuation” routes to Russian-occupied Crimea. The Ukrainian General Staff also stated earlier 

today that Russian forces are continuing to forcibly evacuate civilians from Nova Kakhovka and that in Beryslav, Russian 

soldiers are changing into civilian clothes and moving into private residences en masse.  

International law considers the “simulation of civilian status” to constitute a resort to perfidy, which is a violation of the 

laws of armed conflict. Russia may be using resort to perfidy tactics to depopulate areas of Kherson Oblast and 

repopulate them with soldiers in civilian dress in order to set conditions to accuse Ukraine of striking civilian targets 

when attacking Russian military positions. 

Ukraine says abandoned Russian tanks have more than doubled their firepower - Ukraine says tanks and 

equipment abandoned by Russian troops during counteroffensives conducted by Kyiv have more than doubled their 

firepower. 

The press service of the National Guard of Ukraine said on Friday that ammunition, tanks and equipment left behind by 

Russian forces are helping Ukrainian troops to effectively carry out a counteroffensive in the southern Kherson region. 

"The [fire]power [of the National Guard] has increased at least twice," National Guard fighter Yurii Tarasov was quoted 

as saying. "Their [equipment] feasibility is great, because due to the rains, offensive actions can only be carried out if 

you have 'goosenecks' [caterpillar tracks on military vehicles]," he said. 

Tasarov said Russian troops have left behind modern equipment in good condition. 

"The newest example is the T-80 tank, the BMP-3 is also in full working condition, [made in] 2021, even with the 

documentation—they left everything at our disposal," he said. "It's good that we have stupid neighbors who left the 

equipment in such condition." 

The National Guard said this abandoned Russian equipment was "honestly seized," and that there is so much of it that a 

group had to be created to transport it from the liberated territories. 

Comment – Should and when Ukraine recovers the remaining areas in Kherson Oblast north of the River Dnipro, it is 

estimated that they will again (compound) double their armored vehicle complement. Russia cannot extricate these 

vehicles due to all bridges connecting the two parts of Kherson Oblast having been destroyed by Ukrainian shelling. 

Russia preparing for 'something disastrous': Khrushchev great-granddaughter - Russians are preparing for 

"something disastrous" to happen as fears continue to mount over what Putin may do next amid his war in Ukraine, 

according to the great-granddaughter of former Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. 
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Nina Khrushcheva, a professor of international affairs at New York's The New School, told BBC Radio 4's Today program 

on Friday that anxiety among Russians waiting for Putin's next steps is "palpable," according to Metro. She is currently 

in Russia and said that recent conversations about the potential deployment of a nuclear weapon are pushing residents 

to ready themselves for the fallout of such a possibility. 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24, demand for potassium iodide pills has spiked. According to the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), potassium iodide can help prevent radioactive iodine from being 

absorbed by the thyroid. Radioactive iodine can be released into the environment in some radiation emergencies and 

enter the body via breathing or eating. 

"Society is getting more desperate," Khrushcheva said, according to Metro. She added that Russians are "frozen in 

despair" since they don't know what tomorrow will bring. 

Nuclear fears have been circulating ever since the war began in late February, but Putin ramped up those concerns 

when he said in an address last month that he was willing to respond to what he alleged was "nuclear blackmail" from 

the West using his country's weapons. Additionally, after Russia recently accused Ukraine of planning to deploy a "dirty 

bomb" on its own territory and then blame Russia, Western leaders rejected the allegation and warned that Putin's 

regime might attempt to use it "as a pretext for escalation." 

And on Wednesday, Putin oversaw drills with his strategic nuclear forces that included the launch of a nuclear-capable 

Yars intercontinental ballistic missile. 

Despite the implications of Putin's recent rhetoric and actions, on Thursday he said that there is "no need" politically or 

militarily for the deployment of nuclear weapons in Ukraine. The Kremlin told Newsweek in a statement on Friday that 

the nuclear talks are "not being [heated] up from [Russia's] side," but rather by the U.S. and Europe. 

Still, Russians have not been able to let go of their fears and anxiety, according to Khrushcheva. She said on BBC Radio 

4's Today that Putin "may be ready to have a war" in an apparent reference to further escalation of the conflict in 

Ukraine, according to Metro. 

Ukrainians use phone app to spot deadly Russian drone attacks - A simple mobile phone app has been 

developed by Ukrainian volunteers to allow civilians to report sightings of incoming Russian drones and missiles – and, 

it is hoped, increase the proportion shot down before they hit the ground. 

The app, ePPO, relies on a phone’s GPS and compass, and a user only has to point their device in the direction of the 

incoming object and press a single button for it to send a location report to the country’s military. 

Gennady Suldin, one of those behind the project, said the aim was to enlist “the entire population” in helping to spot 

incoming attacks in what he described as an example of “web-centric war.” 

Chechen leader Kadyrov admits high losses among unit in Ukraine - In a rare acknowledgement of battlefield 

woes in Ukraine, Chechen leader Kadyrov has admitted to high losses in his ranks after artillery shelling by Kyiv’s troops. 

“At the beginning of this week, one of the Chechen units was shelled in the Kherson region,” Kadyrov, a prominent ally 

of Putin and the ruler of the Chechen Republic, said on Telegram late on Thursday. 

“Twenty-three fighters have died and 58 have been injured.” 

The Kremlin ally rarely reveals defeats but admitted that losses among his fighters, who are supporting Russia, were 

“big on that day.” 
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Ukrainian sources had reported earlier this week that a Chechen unit in the southern Ukrainian region of Kherson had 

given away its location via photos on social networks, which led to it being hit by artillery fire. 

Kadyrov’s comments were unusual given that pro-Moscow forces have rarely admitted to major battlefield losses, and 

Russian officials do not publish figures on their own casualties. 

Leader of Russia's notorious Wagner group believed to have confronted Putin about the war - Yevgeny 

Prigozhin, the leader of a brutal, private army known as the Wagner Group, is now challenging Russia's Minister of 

Defense Shoigu. American officials believe Prigozhin confronted Putin himself about the mismanagement of the war.  

More signs indicate Russia's invasion of Ukraine could be unraveling - There are more and more signs that 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine could be unraveling.  

One of the most glaring setbacks in its war is its recent big call-up of more troops — a plan that doesn't appear to be 

working. Russia's mobilization has caused anger at home, forcing the old and inexperienced into uniform, with claims 

they're short of even basic equipment. 

The call-up followed weeks of embarrassing setbacks for Russian forces, as Ukraine has retaken swaths of its territory. 

And in the Russian-occupied city of Kherson, officials appointed by Moscow have evacuated civilians ahead of another 

expected Ukrainian counter-offensive. 

On Russian state TV, at times the tone seems close to despair. Russia miscalculated its strength and for eight straight 

months can't win in its war on Ukraine, said one commentator. 

Another sign of Russian desperation is its new tactic: targeting the Ukrainian power grid, which has led to blackouts in 

Ukraine — but no collapse in morale. 

As Russia's nuclear forces started annual drills this week, Putin repeated his government's allegation that Ukraine could 

detonate a radioactive device — a so-called "dirty bomb. 

Some fear Russia is planning a false-flag operation, staging an incident and blaming Ukraine, perhaps as a pretext for 

using a nuclear weapon. 

"I'm not guaranteeing you that it's a false flag operation yet, don't know," said President Biden. "But it would be a 

serious, serious mistake." 

Ukraine's defense minister told CBS News Russia is exhausted and trying to force Ukraine and the West to negotiate. 

In a bizarre speech this week, Putin railed against the West, including gay pride parades and so-called cancel culture. 

But he also said that it would make no sense for Russia to use a nuclear weapon. 

Biden's response to that was: If he has no intention, why does he keep talking about it? 

Russia mines river as soldiers prepare Kherson retreat - Russia is mining the River Dnipro as its soldiers prepare 

to retreat from the city of Kherson, according to Ukrainian intelligence. 

In a video statement, the spokesperson for the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Alexander Štupun, gave 

an update on the eight-month-old conflict, saying Ukrainian forces had repelled Russian attacks in the east of the 

country. 

"The enemy is firing at our troops' positions along the line of encounter and conducting air reconnaissance. Over the 

past 24 hours, the adversary launched missile and air strikes on infrastructure and housing of civilians, violating the 
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standards of international humanitarian law, laws and customs of warfare," he said, according to an English translation 

of the statement posted on Facebook. 

Speaking about the south of the country, the spokesperson outlined preparations Russian forces are making for a 

possible retreat from the city of Kherson back across the Dnieper River. 

He described how the Russians were laying mines along the river to the north of Kherson city which would help defend 

Russian positions on the east side of the Dnieper River and make it harder for the Ukrainians to cross. 

"According to the available information, the opponent is equipped with defensive positions on the left [eastern] bank 

of the Dnieper in the Kherson region ... In the area of the settlement of Gornostayivka, engineering and [sapper] units 

of the Russian occupation troops conduct coastline mining, leaving small passages for the potential retreat of their 

troops from the right bank." 

Nuclear  

US reducing ‘nuclear threshold’ by deploying modernized weapons - Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister 

Alexander Grushko earlier today accused the U.S. of reducing the “nuclear threshold” by deploying modernized tactical 

nuclear weapons to NATO bases in Europe. 

“We cannot ignore the plans to modernize nuclear weapons, those free-fall bombs that are in Europe,” Grushko told 

the state-run news agency RIA Novosti, according to Reuters. “The United States is modernizing them, increasing their 

accuracy and reducing the power of the nuclear charge, that is, they turn these weapons into ‘battlefield weapons,’ 

thereby reducing the nuclear threshold.” 

The U.S. told NATO allies in a recent meeting that it was planning to fast-track its deployment of modernized B61 

gravity bombs, moving up their arrival date in Europe from next spring to this December, Politico reported Wednesday.  

However, the Pentagon told Politico that the modernization has “been underway for years.” 

The new B61-12 air-dropped gravity bomb that will be heading to NATO bases has a lower nuclear yield than earlier 

versions, according to Reuters. 

Nuclear tensions have been increasingly heightened between the U.S. and Russia amid the latter’s war in Ukraine. As 

Russian forces have continued to falter, the country’s president, Vladimir Putin, has made increasingly explicit nuclear 

threats. 

Containment 

U.S. to send $275 million more in aid to Ukraine - The U.S. is sending another round of aid to Ukraine that 

includes additional ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS) as part of a package worth $275 

million, the State Department confirmed Friday. 

The latest aid means the U.S. has provided approximately $17.9 billion in support to Ukraine since Russia invaded in 

February, a State Department spokesperson said. The latest package is also expected to include 500 precision-guided 

155mm rounds; 2,000 155mm rounds of Remote Anti-Armor Mine (RAAM) Systems; 125 High Mobility Multipurpose 

Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWVs); more than 1,300 anti-armor systems; small arms and more than 2.7 million rounds of 

small arms ammunition; and four satellite communications antennas. "The United States will continue to stand with 

more than 50 allies and partners in support of the people of Ukraine as they defend their freedom and independence 

with extraordinary courage and boundless determination," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement. 
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Russian Mobilization 

Russia Could Start Conscripting Women to Join Ukraine War - Russia could start conscripting women to join 

the war against Ukraine as part of ongoing mobilization efforts, according to a former commander-in-chief of the 

Russian Ground Forces. 

Army General Boldyrev, who led the Russian ground forces from 2008 to 2010, made the remarks on October 21 in 

response to a politician's calls for military service to be extended to women. 

This week, Alexey Chepa, a member of the Russian State Duma, proposed to start conscripting women into the army, 

following the example of Israel. The proposal was quickly shut down by the Kremlin. 

However, Boldyrev, in an interview with local news outlet URA.ru, said women could be called up for military service in 

Russia and participate in the Ukraine war, working as doctors, and in positions not necessarily at the frontlines. 

"If women are called up, then there are many places where they can be used. First of all, they [could be] doctors. The 

second is the communication centers in the rear. Also rear units, for example, food, clothing, repair, laundries and 

workshops. This is their main place in wartime," said Boldyrev. 

Russians fighting for Ukraine vow to 'destroy the Putin regime' - Russian fighters serving in the Ukrainian 

armed forces are vowing to use a future victory in Ukraine as a springboard to collapse Putin's regime in Russia, a 

spokesperson for one unit has told Newsweek. 

Soldiers of the Freedom of Russia Legion—formed weeks after Russia's latest invasion of Ukraine began in late 

February—number in the hundreds and have been involved in some of the most intense fighting of the war in east 

Ukraine, he said. 

Caesar—the military callsign of the spokesperson and fighter who was unwilling to share his real name due to security 

concerns—said the Legion now has "two fully-fledged combat units" in Ukraine, which they hope will ultimately form 

the vanguard of a new Russian revolution. 

Putin’s ‘partial mobilization’ for Ukraine war could be a disaster - Russian Defense Minister Shoigu told Putin 

in a televised meeting yesterday that the partial mobilization of Russian troops is now complete, with hundreds of 

thousands of Russian reservists now recruited and in the process of being deployed to Ukraine. 

In the meeting, Shoigu confirmed that Russia’s biggest mobilization since WWII was now over, with more than a 

quarter of those recruited already deployed to the battlefield in Ukraine. 

“The task set by you of mobilizing 300,000 people has been completed,” Shoigu said. “No further measures are 

planned.” 

According to the Russian official, those who have not already been deployed to Ukraine are still undergoing training. 

In the same meeting, the Russian president thanked the soldiers headed to Ukraine for their dedication and patriotism 

and argued that their service will help “defend” Russia.  

Putin also appeared to acknowledge that mistakes were made in the early days of the recruitment process but claimed 

that all problems have since been resolved. The Russian president blamed the fact that Russia has not carried out such 

a huge mobilization in so long on the teething troubles. 

It’s unclear what specific problems Putin was referring to, but war analysts from all over the world have recognized a 

number of very serious problems for the Russian military and the troops being deployed to Ukraine. Among them is the 
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issue of training – something that some analysts have claimed is practically non-existent for many of the troops being 

rushed to the frontline.  

Is the Training Sufficient? 

In September, British intelligence suggested that many Russian troops sent to Ukraine had undergone only “low-level 

initial training.” To make matters worse, the intelligence also suggested that Russia was struggling to find military 

commanders to conduct the training given that so many had already been deployed to Ukraine and many died in 

combat. 

“The lack of military trainers, and the haste with which Russia has started the mobilization, suggests that many of the 

drafted troops will deploy to the front line with minimal relevant preparation,” an update from the British Ministry of 

Defence reads. 

Video footage also emerged this month which showed Russian troops on the frontline complaining about the lack of 

food and training. 

“No bullets, no grenades, no pouches, no food, no water,” one soldier says in the video. “It’s a f------ mess!” 

Sanctions 

Sanctions are about to slam Russia’s still-booming oil export trade - Putin has been enriching Russia through 

oil exports ever since it invaded Ukraine. It still is. Russian oil sales continue to boom as of late October. 

Russian seaborne crude exports are averaging 3.4 million barrels a day this month, up 2.5% year on year, according to 

data from Kpler. In the eight months since the invasion, Russia’s average crude exports jumped 12% compared to the 

eight months prior to the invasion. 

The good news for those seeking to punish Russia is that its oil gains face a serious threat in the very near future from a 

lack of available tankers. 

The bad news is that time is running out — it may have already run out — for the G7 price cap designed to keep 

Russia’s export volumes steady while simultaneously squeezing Russia’s profits. 

“It seems that a meaningful reduction in Russian exports is in the cards, at least temporarily,” warned Erik Broekhuizen, 

head of research at brokerage and consultancy Poten & Partners, in his latest outlook. 

Bruce Paulsen, a sanctions expert and partner at law firm Seward & Kissel, told American Shipper: “For the most part, 

shipments of oil and petroleum products are not arranged at the last minute. If guidance on [price cap] compliance 

doesn’t come soon, some industry players may sit on the sidelines until they can determine that shipments under the 

price cap are safe.” 

Sanctions effect imminent 

The EU has reduced its reliance on seaborne crude imports from Russia since the war began.  

According to Kpler data, EU imports of Russian seaborne crude averaged 1.1 million barrels a day in the eight months 

since the war began, down 31% from the eight months before the war. 

However, the EU was still importing an average of just over 1 million barrels per day of Russian seaborne crude this 

month, according to Kpler data. To comply with sanctions, volumes must fall to zero in just six weeks. 
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In June, the EU agreed to ban seaborne imports of Russian crude starting Dec. 5 and imports of seaborne products on 

Feb. 5. Crucially for tanker markets, these sanctions also stipulated that no EU shipping service provider could be 

involved in the transport of Russian oil cargoes to non-EU nations as of those dates. 

The EU shipping services ban covers EU marine insurance and reinsurance providers. All-important U.K. marine 

insurance providers are heavily reliant on EU reinsurance. Whether directly or indirectly, insurers covering over 90% of 

the world’s tankers will be affected. 

The far-reaching EU sanctions alarmed U.S. officials, who feared that a sudden drop in Russian exports due to a lack of 

tanker insurance would push up global oil prices, and thus domestic U.S. consumer prices — not a welcome political 

outcome. The G7 oil price cap plan was created to provide a relief valve and prevent that. If service providers in the G7 

had documentation proving Russian oil was sold below a specified price cap, they would not face sanctions. 

'Russia will lose the energy battle,' says IEA chief Fatih Birol - Russia will lose the energy battle it is waging 

against the West, according to Fatih Birol, the executive director of the International Energy Agency (IEA). 

"Just before the invasion [of Ukraine], about 65% of the Russian total gas exports went to Europe and 55% of the 

Russian oil export went to Europe," Birol told Euronews on yesterday afternoon. 

"Europe was by far the largest market, the largest client for Russia, and Russia has lost this client forever. The biggest 

client." 

Birol's comments appeared to refer to the retaliatory action that the European Union has taken in response to the 

Ukraine war: a near-total oil embargo of Russian gas and a highly expensive push to diversify gas suppliers, mainly 

through liquefied natural gas (LNG). 

Asked if Russia could replace European clients with other regions, Birol said that would not be easy because "a big 

chunk" of Russian gas originates in Western Siberia and then flows to Europe via pipelines. 

Building brand-new pipelines to China or India could take up to 10 years, he predicted, and a significant amount of 

technology and investment. 

"You are not selling onions in the market, you are selling natural gas. It's a different business," Birol said. "So to replace 

the natural gas exports to Europe with Russia is, in the short term, a pipe dream." 

But Russia is not the only country going through troubled times. 

In his interview with Euronews, recorded at the IEA's headquarters in Paris, Birol spoke of an international crisis of 

unprecedented scope and reach, wreaking havoc in all corners of the world. 

"We are in the middle of the first truly global energy crisis. Our world has never, ever witnessed an energy crisis with 

this depth and with this complexity," he said. 

"In the 1970s, we had an oil crisis, but it was only oil. Now we have oil, natural gas, coal, electricity. The reason is very 

simple: Russia, the country that invaded Ukraine, is the largest energy exporter of the world." 

Speaking about oil, Russia's major source of revenue, Birol did not hide his displeasure about OPEC's latest decision to 

cut production by two million barrels per day in a bid to increase prices. He argued the world's leading oil cartel should 

have acted more responsibly in a time of crisis. 

"Now, they decided to reduce their oil production, which will push the price up. Therefore, the inflation [will go] up and 

the global economy may go into recession," he said. 

"It's a very risky and in my view, unfortunate decision." 
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Putin 

Russia's security service works to subvert Moldova's pro-Western government - Even as it is faltering in its 

battle in Ukraine, Putin continues to try and manipulate countries in Eastern Europe and its secret services continue to 

plot and funnel tens of millions of dollars to cultivate a network in former Soviet Union states to reorient them towards 

Moscow. 

Russian secret service The Federal Security Service (FSB) has been plotting to subvert the pro-Western government of 

Moldova, reported Washington Post, which calls into question Moscow after weeks of massive anti-government 

demonstrations in Moldovan capital Chisinau. 

A trove of materials obtained by Ukrainian intelligence illustrates how Moscow has cultivated a network of Moldovan 

politicians to reorient the country toward Moscow. (We reported on this trove earlier this week). 

Peace Talks 

China welcomes Russia's willingness to resume negotiations with Ukraine - China welcomes Russia's 

willingness to hold dialogues and resume negotiations with Ukraine and the United States, Chinese Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Wang Wenbin said on Friday. 

Wang told a daily news briefing that Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, also a member of the 

Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, held a phone conversation with Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov on Thursday, and the two sides exchanged views on the Ukraine crisis. 

According to the spokesperson, the Russian side expressed its willingness to hold dialogues and resume negotiations 

with Ukraine and the United States. 

"China welcomes this and hopes that relevant parties will step up diplomatic efforts to ease and even resolve the 

situation as soon as possible through negotiations and other political channels," the spokesperson said. 

The two sides also discussed the issue of not allowing the use of weapons of mass destruction, said the spokesperson, 

adding that China believes that further escalation of the situation should be avoided to prevent humanitarian disasters. 

Comment – Does China though subscribe to the peace requisite of Ukraine being re-installed to its previous domain? 

Impacts 

Temperature-controlled logistics effects - A temperature fluctuation of just a few degrees could determine 

whether a load of produce can be sold to the customer or needs to be disposed of. With the entire logistics sector 

facing many challenges currently, the need for real-time in-transit solutions has become more critical. “Pandemic 

restrictions that forced an increase in automation of logistics processes were followed by the Russo-Ukrainian war. This 

is having significant impact on shipments.  

Russia suspends Ukraine grain deal over ship attack claim - Russia today announced it will immediately 

suspend its implementation of a U.N.-brokered grain deal that has seen more than 9 million tons of grain exported 

from Ukraine during the war and has brought down soaring global food prices. 

The Russian Defense Ministry cited an alleged Ukrainian drone attack Saturday against Russia's Black Sea Fleet ships 

moored off the coast of occupied Crimea as the reason for the move. Ukraine has denied the attack, saying that the 

Russians mishandled their own weapons. 
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The Russian declaration came one day after U.N. chief Antonio Guterres urged Russia and Ukraine to renew the grain 

export deal, which was scheduled to expire on Nov. 19. Guterres also urged other countries, mainly in the West, to 

expedite the removal of obstacles blocking Russian grain and fertilizer exports. 

Ukraine's Foreign Minister, Dmytro Kuleba, accused Russia of playing "hunger games" by imperiling global food 

shipments. 

"We warned about Russia's plans to destroy the (grain agreement). Now, under false pretenses, Moscow is blocking the 

grain corridor that ensures food security for millions of people," he tweeted Saturday. 

The head of the Ukrainian presidential office, Andriy Yermak, denounced the suspension as part of Russia's "primitive 

blackmail." 

Turkish officials said they haven't received any official notice yet of the deal's suspension. 

Russia’s suspension of Ukraine grain deal ‘purely outrageous’: Biden - US President Biden said Russia's 

suspension of its participation in an agreement that allowed vital grain exports from Ukraine was "purely outrageous," 

while speaking to reporters Saturday. 

There is "no reason for them to do that," the president said of the halt to the deal, which had been heralded as critical 

to easing the global food crisis caused by the conflict. 

Russia says British forces blew up Nord Stream; UK denies claim - British naval ‘specialists’ sabotaged the 

critical gas pipelines last month, Russian defence ministry claims, but UK says Moscow is ‘inventing stories.’ 

British navy personnel planted explosives and 

blew up the Nord Stream gas pipelines last 

month, Russia’s defence ministry says, a claim 

London called false and designed to distract from 

Moscow’s military failures in Ukraine. 

Russia did not give evidence for its allegation that 

a leading NATO member had sabotaged critical 

Russian infrastructure amid the worst crisis in 

relations between the West and Moscow since 

the depths of the Cold War. 

The Russian ministry alleged “British specialists” 

from the same unit that directed Ukrainian drone 

attacks on ships from the Russian Black Sea fleet 

in Crimea earlier on Saturday were responsible 

for the Nord Stream pipeline sabotage. 

“According to available information, 

representatives of this unit of the British Navy 

took part in the planning, provision and implementation of a terrorist attack in the Baltic Sea on September 26 this year 

– blowing up the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 gas pipelines,” the ministry said. 

The United Kingdom denied the accusation. 

“To detract from their disastrous handling of the illegal invasion of Ukraine, the Russian ministry of defence is resorting 

to peddling false claims of an epic scale,” the British defence ministry said. 
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Global Spaceports 

Putin threatens US Commercial satellites – Russia has hinted that it may look at taking out “enemy” satellites 

that in their opinion are complimenting the Ukrainian defense effort against their invasion. 

From Sputnik 1 to today’s massive satellite constellations, every object in space was launched from just a handful of 

locations. The map above, from BryceTech, is a comprehensive look at the world’s spaceports (both orbital and sub-

orbital) as well as ballistic missile test sites. 

The list above covers fixed locations and does not include SpaceX’s autonomous spaceport drone ships. There are 

currently three active drone ships—one based near Los Angeles, and the other two based at Port Canaveral, Florida. 

Two of the most famous launch sites on the list are the Baikonur Cosmodrome (Kazakhstan) and Cape Canaveral 

(United States). The former was constructed as the base of operations for the Soviet space program and was the launch 

point for Earth’s first artificial satellite, Sputnik 1. The latter was NASA’s primary base of operations, and the first lunar-

landing flight was launched from there in 1969. 

The global roster of spaceports has grown immensely since Baikonur and Cape Canaveral were the only game in town. 

Now numerous countries have the ability to launch satellites, and many more are getting in on the action. 

Wenchang Space Launch Site, on the island of Hainan, is China’s newest launch location. The site recorded its first 

successful launch in 2016. 
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Location, Location 

One interesting quirk of the map above is the lack of spaceports in Europe. Europe’s ambitions for space are actually 

launched from the Guiana Space Centre in South America. Europe’s Spaceport has been operating in French Guiana 

since 1968. 

Low altitude launch locations near the equator are the most desirable, as far less energy is required to take a spacecraft 

from surface level to an equatorial, geostationary orbit. 

Islands and coastal areas are also common locations for launch sites. Since the open waters aren’t inhabited, there is 

minimal risk of harm from debris in the event of a launch failure. As demand for satellites and space exploration grows, 

the number of launch locations will continue to grow as well. 

 

 


