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Conflict Update # 90 

June 14th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian military authorities are 

pursuing options to increase the 

available pool of eligible recruits to 

account for continued personnel losses 

in Ukraine. 

Russian forces are continuing to 

fight for control of the Azot industrial 

plant and have destroyed all bridges 

between Severodonetsk and 

Lysychansk, likely to isolate the 

remaining Ukrainian defenders within 

the city from critical lines of 

communication. 

Russian forces continue to prepare 

for offensive operations southeast of 

Izyum and west of Lyman toward 

Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are continuing 
offensive operations to the east of 

Bakhmut near the T1302 highway to 

cut Ukrainian lines of communication 

to Severodonetsk-Lysychansk. 

Russian forces continued offensive 

operations to push Ukrainian troops 

away from frontlines northeast of 

Kharkiv City. 

Ukrainian counterattacks have 

forced Russian troops on the Southern 

Axis to take up and strengthen 

defensive positions. 

Subordinate Main Effortτ

Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk oblasts - Russian forces continued ground assaults within Severodonetsk and 

fought for control of the Azot industrial plant on June 14. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces 

moved two battalion tactical groups (BTGs) to the north of Severodonetsk around Kremmina and Rubizhne (in Luhansk 



 

2 
 

Oblast), but as ISW has previously assessed, these BTGs are 

unlikely to be functioning at full combat capacity. A 

Russian Telegram channel additionally claimed that 

Russian forces have encircled Ukrainian troops within the 

Azot industrial plant, rendering evacuation or withdrawal 

from the plant impossible, though ISW cannot 

independently confirm this claim.  

Russian forces have reportedly destroyed all three bridges 

spanning the Siverskyi Donets River from Severodonetsk to 

Lysychansk, indicating that they likely seek to isolate 

Ukrainian defenders in Severodonetsk from their critical 

lines of communication to complete the encirclement of 

the city, at the cost of preventing Russian forces from 

easily crossing the river themselves once they capture 

Severodonetsk. Russian forces conducted continual 

artillery strikes against Severodonetsk-Lysychansk and the 

surrounding settlements of Privillya and Borivske. 

Russian forces continued to prepare for offensive 

operations toward Slovyansk from the southeast of Izyum 

and west of Lyman on June 14. UGS noted that Russian 

forces are focusing on consolidating control of 

Bohorodychne, a settlement near the Kharkiv-Donetsk 

Oblast border about 20 km northwest of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are conducting artillery and ground attacks 

in other settlements to the northwest of Slovyansk, and 

will likely use incremental gains in this area to gain road 

access to the M03 highway and drive southeast on 

Slovyansk. UGS stated that Russian forces are additionally 

preparing for an offensive southwest of Lyman toward 

Raihorodok, indicating that Russian forces intend to push 

toward Slovyansk along the T0514 highway that runs from 

Lyman through Raihorodok and Slovyansk. 

Russian forces continued ground, air, and artillery strikes 

to the east of Bakhmut on June 14 and conducted attacks 

around Zolote, east of Bakhmut, and attacks to drive 

northward toward Bakhmut from Vidrodzhennya and 

Vershyna. A Russian Telegram channel claimed that 

detachments of the Wagner Private Military Company took 

control of Vidrodzhennya and Roty, both to the southeast 

of Bakhmut. Russian forces continued attempts to cut the 
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T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway and are likely in position to interdict Ukrainian movements along sections of the 

highway via shelling as they continue assaults on Vrubivka and Berestove. 

Supporting Effort #1τKharkiv City - Russian forces 

continued offensive operations to push Ukrainian forces 

away from occupied frontlines northeast of Kharkiv City on 

June 14. Russian forces are conducting ground assaults south 

of Rubizhne (in Kharkiv, not Luhansk Oblast) toward Staryi 

Saltiv and Verkhnii Saltiv in order to re-establish control of 

these points. A Russian Telegram channel additionally 

claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian 

counterattack in Starytsya and Izbytske, both settlements far 

north of Kharkiv City near the international border. Russian 

forces continued to fire on and around Kharkiv City. Russian 

forces will likely continue attempts to push Ukrainian troops 

south of contested frontiers in this area as Ukrainian forces 

continue simultaneous limited and localized counterattacks. 

Supporting Effort #2τSouthern Axis - Recent 

Ukrainian counterattacks forced Russian troops to prioritize 

defensive operations along the Southern Axis on June 14.  

Ukrainian forces have reportedly advanced to within 18 

km of occupied parts of Kherson (though we cannot 

confirm their exact positions), which is likely placing 

considerable pressure on Russian forces to strengthen 

their defensive lines in the south. Russian troops are 

reportedly mining unspecified locations on the bank of 

the Inhulets River in a likely response to Ukrainian 

counterattacks around Davydiv Brid in northwestern 

Kherson and toward Mykolaiv and Kryvyi Rih from 

occupied frontiers in Kherson. Russian forces deployed 

one tube artillery battery and two rocket artillery 

batteries to areas near the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast 

border. They continued to fire on Kherson, 

Dnipropetrovsk, and Zaporizhia Oblasts. 


