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Conflict Update # 58 

May 13th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways – Operational 

Ukraine has likely won the Battle of Kharkiv. 
Russian forces continued to withdraw from the 

northern settlements around Kharkiv City. 

Ukrainian forces will likely attempt to disrupt 

Russian ground lines of communication to Izyum. 

Ukrainian forces have likely disrupted the 

Russian attempt to cross the Siverskyi Donets 

River in force, undermining Russian efforts to 

mass troops in northern Donbas and complete 

the encirclement of Severodonetsk and 

Lysychansk. 

Russian forces have likely secured the 

highway near the western entrance to the 

Azovstal Steel Plant but fighting for the facility 

continues.  

Russian forces in Zaporizhia Oblast are likely 

attempting to reach artillery range outside 

Zaporizhia City. 

Ukrainian forces are reportedly attempting to 

regain control of Snake Island off the Romanian 

coast or at least disrupt Russia’s ability to use it. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

resumed offensive operations toward Slovyansk 

but did not secure any territorial gains. Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Russian forces 

launched airstrikes and fired on Ukrainian 

positions in Izyum’s vicinity while continuing to replenish logistics. Ukrainian forces likely continued to threaten Russian 

positions north of Izyum from the west given observed Russian artillery fire on Ukrainian-controlled villages—a Russian 

offensive operation in that direction is unlikely, whereas a Ukrainian counteroffensive from that direction is plausible. 

Russian forces instead conducted another unsuccessful assault on Oleksandrivka, a settlement approximately 23 

kilometers east of Izyum, likely in a renewed effort to cross the Siverskyi Donets River. 
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Ukrainian forces likely inflicted heavy casualties on Russian forces attempting to cross the Siverskyi Donets River near 

Kreminna and encircle Rubizhne from the northwest. An unnamed US defense official noted that Ukrainian artillery has 

frustrated large-scale Russian preparations to cross the Siverskyi Donets River and prevented the Russians from 

massing in northern Donbas. Ukrainian forces reported destroying another pontoon bridge on May 13. Pro-Russian 

Telegram channels reported that Russian artillery had begun “massive preparations” along the left bank of the Siverskyi 

Donets on May 4-5, with the overall operation reportedly beginning as early as May 2. Luhansk Oblast Administration 

Head Serhiy Haidai warned that the Russians might still launch an attack on Bilohorivka, a settlement 20 km southwest 

of Kreminna, based on observed Russian attempts to build another pontoon bridge. Russian forces have likely lost the 

momentum necessary to execute a large-scale crossing of the Siverskyi Donets River, however. Haidai also reported 

that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attempts to seize settlements east of Popasna to gain access to the T1303 

highway to Severodonetsk and Lysychansk. An unnamed US defense official said that Russia’s “incremental gains” 

around Popasna are not significant, likely due to the slow pace and limited scale of the Russian offensive there. 

Russian forces continued disjointed and unsuccessful offensive operations near the Donetsk Oblast border. Pro-Russian 

Telegram channels claimed that Russian forces secured positions west of Horlivka, but ISW has no independent 

confirmation of these claims. Previous reporting of Ukrainian artillery strikes in the area suggests that Russian forces 

are unlikely to have fully seized these settlements. Ukrainian forces destroyed a field command post near the Donetsk 

Oblast border on May 13. 

Supporting Effort #1—Mariupol - Russian forces have likely secured the M14 highway at the western entrance to 

the Azovstal Steel Plant despite Ukrainian resistance in the area. Mariupol Mayor Advisor Petro Andryushenko 

published geolocated images of Russian forces conducting an assault on an area east of the highway, indicating that 

they have successfully pushed the Ukrainian defenders back from the Azovstal’s entrance but that Ukrainian forces 

continue to resist. They also continued to shell and conduct airstrikes in the western parts of Azovstal, likely in an 

attempt to suppress Ukrainian resistance. Donetsk Oblast Administration Head Pavlo Kyrylenko said that Ukrainian 

defenders maintained their positions on May 13. 

Supporting Effort #2—Kharkiv City - Russian forces continued to withdraw units from around Kharkiv City. Ukrainian 

General Staff reported for the first time that Russian forces focused on ensuring the withdrawal of units situated 

around Kharkiv City on May 13. The Russian command is also likely prioritizing the withdrawal of Russian troops over 

that of its proxies. A Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) serviceman said that the Russian border patrol on the Ukrainian-

Russian border along the highway to Belgorod refused to let his battalion, withdrawn from around Kharkiv City, into 

Russia for two days. Russian forces are likely attempting to defend GLOCs to Izyum in the northeastern part of Kharkiv 

Oblast after Ukrainian forces reportedly advanced to Ternova—a settlement only three km from the Russian border. 

Supporting Effort #3—Southern Axis - Russian forces did not conduct any offensive operations along the Southern 

Axis and continued to reconnoiter and fire at Ukrainian positions on May 13. The Zaporizhia Oblast Military 

Administration reported that Russian forces have increased the number of military personnel in the occupied village of 

Myhalivka, 20 km north of Melitopol. They are likely attempting to establish artillery positions along the E105 highway 

to Zaporizhia City, possibly in hopes of getting within artillery range of the city, which could divert Ukrainian from 

operations along the Donetsk Oblast border. The Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration added that locals have 

spotted Russian military trucks in the vicinity of Berdyansk and Melitopol and reported interrupted signals in the area, 

likely due to the transfer of military equipment and/or personnel from Donetsk Oblast to the west. 

They may have paused their efforts to annex Kherson Oblast, possibly due to their insufficient control and 

administration of the area. Russian-appointed Deputy Head of Kherson Oblast Kirill Stremousov said yesterday that 

Kherson does not currently seek integration with Russia, contradicting numerous indications in the past few days that 

Russia was preparing to annex it. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command and intelligence reported that Russians 
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“have fallen into the legislative trap” and are attempting to recruit local authorities to establish Russian control of the 

region. 

Ukrainian forces are attempting to regain control of Snake Island, southwest of Odesa and near the Romanian coast. An 

unnamed US defense official said that Ukrainian forces successfully destroyed Russian surface-to-air missiles and 

landing ships with drones in recent days in an effort to dislodge Russian troops. 

Supporting Effort #4—Sumy and Northeastern Ukraine - Russian forces are continuing to pin Ukrainian forces in 

northeastern Ukraine, likely in preparation for their withdrawal from Kharkiv City. Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Russian forces are transferring additional artillery units to Bryansk Oblast to increase their shelling of Ukrainian border 

settlements. 

Immediate items to watch 

• Russian forces will likely complete their withdrawal from the vicinity of Kharkiv City but attempt to hold a line 

west of Vovchansk to defend their GLOCs from Belgorod to Izyum. It is unclear if they will succeed. 

• The Russians will continue efforts to encircle Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, including by crossing the Siverskyi 

Donets River, but may have lost the momentum needed to complete this undertaking. 

• Isolated and uncoordinated Russian attacks will likely continue along the rest of the Izyum-Donetsk City salient 

but will not likely make significant gains. 

• Russian troops may attempt to drive to within artillery range of Zaporizhia City, although it is far from clear that 

they will succeed. 

• The Battle of Mariupol will, apparently and surprisingly, continue. 

Odesa Military Source Says Ukraine Struck Russian Naval Ship In Black Sea - A spokesman for the Ukrainian 

military in the southwestern Odesa region said on 

May 12 that a strike by Ukrainian naval forces 

damaged a Russian logistics ship in the Black Sea.  

The claim could not be independently verified, 

and there has been no confirmation by the 

Russian side of damage to any of its naval vessels 

in the Black Sea. 

Ukrinform, the Ukrainian national news agency, 

quoted Serhiy Bratchuk, a spokesman for the 

regional military command that includes Odesa, 

as saying in a Telegram post that the ship had 

been set on fire. 

The agency reported that the Russian Navy had "lost" the Vsevolod Bobrov in the purported strike off Snake Island. 

Ukraine thwarts Russian battalion's river-crossing inflicting heavy casualties as Donbas offensive stalls and 

Kyiv's troops counter-attack – We reported yesterday on the battalion losses Russian forces faced in attempting to 

cross the Donets River. Here are further details; 

Satellite images lay bare the scale of the failure with the remains of two pontoon bridges drifting in the Donets River at 

Bilohorivka, west of the city of Lysychansk, surrounded by the ruins of tanks and armoured vehicles. 

It appears Russian commanders were attempting to surround Lysychansk - and its sister city of Severodonetsk - with 

the crossing, but saw their sneak-attack turn into a massacre when Ukraine correctly guessed their plans. 
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Roughly 20 minutes after a Ukrainian recon unit 

confirmed the Russian bridge was being mounted, heavy 

artillery engaged them assisted by aviation support. A 

reporter who in the area, reported that he had never seen 

or heard such heavy combat in his life. 

'After one day of combat, the bridge was down. Some 

Russian forces - roughly 30 to 50 vehicles and infantry - 

were stuck on the Ukrainian side of the river with no way 

back. They tried to run away using the broken bridge. 

Then they tried to arrange a new bridge.  

'Aviation started heavy bombing of the area and it 

destroyed all the remains of Russians there, and the other 

bridge they tried to make. It is estimated that around 

1,500 Russian soldiers died in the attempt, with around 100 vehicles lost, including 72 T72 and T80 tanks. Their 

strategic objective was to cross the river and then encircle Lysychansk. They miserably failed.' 

At least one tugboat appears to have been wiped out, along with two pontoon bridges left floating in the river with 

shell-holes visible in the top of them. 

Ukraine, Russia In 'Very Difficult' Talks To Evacuate Wounded Azovstal Fighters From Mariupol - Ukrainian 

Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk says authorities are negotiating with the Russian side on a possible evacuation 

of dozens of seriously wounded Ukrainian fighters trapped inside the Azovstal metals plant in the devastated southern 

city of Mariupol. 

She cited a potential swap for captured Russian troops but said the talks are "very difficult." 

Mutinous Russian soldiers are 'stripped, tied up and taken away in trucks by feared general who's been 

sent in to restore discipline in Ukraine' - Mutinous Russian soldiers were stripped, tied up and taken away in trucks 

under the orders of a feared Russian general who has been sent in to restore discipline in Ukraine, according to a 

recording released by Kyiv's intelligence services. 

Meanwhile, another audio clip was released in which a Russian soldier was overheard calling Vladimir Putin an 'old 

nutjob' and criticising his war in Ukraine. 
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Putin 

Putin 'has blood cancer' as experts match his limp and extreme Covid distancing to recovery from surgery - 

Vladimir Putin is 'very ill with blood cancer', a Russian oligarch has claimed according to a new report, amid on-going 

speculation about his health. 

An audio recording of the oligarch's comments was obtained by a Western venture capitalist and shared with New 

Lines magazine, the publication said. 

In it, the oligarch - who has close ties to the Kremlin and named only as 'Yuri' to protect his identity - claimed a number 

of the health problems Putin is believed to be suffering from are linked to him having blood cancer. 

Russian Annexation of Occupied Ukraine Is Putin’s Unacceptable “Off-Ramp” - Putin likely intends to annex 

occupied southern and eastern Ukraine directly into the Russian Federation in the coming months. He will likely then 

state, directly or obliquely, that Russian doctrine permitting the use of nuclear weapons to defend Russian territory 

applies to those newly annexed territories. Such actions would threaten Ukraine and its partners with nuclear attack if 

Ukrainian counteroffensives to liberate Russian-occupied territory continue. Putin may believe that the threat or use of 

nuclear weapons would restore Russian deterrence after his disastrous invasion shattered Russia's conventional 

deterrent capabilities.  

Putin can also then claim that “Russia is being invaded” and invoke a declaration of war with the ability to mobilize 

Russia. 

Putin’s timeline for annexation is likely contingent on the extent to which he understands the degraded state of the 

Russian military in Ukraine. The Russian military has not yet achieved Putin’s stated territorial objectives of securing all 

of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts and is unlikely to do so. If Putin understands his military weakness, he will likely rush 

annexation and introduce the nuclear deterrent quickly in an attempt to retain control of the Ukrainian territory that 

Russia currently occupies. If Putin believes that Russian forces are capable of additional advances, he will likely delay 

the annexation in hopes of covering more territory with it. In that case, his poor leadership and Ukrainian 

counteroffensives could drive the Russian military toward a state of collapse. Putin could also attempt to maintain 

Russian attacks while mobilizing additional forces. He might delay announcing annexation for far longer in this case, 

waiting until reinforcements could arrive to gain more territory to annex.  

Ukraine and its Western partners likely have a narrow window of opportunity to support a Ukrainian counteroffensive 

into occupied Ukrainian territory before the Kremlin annexes that territory and will need to develop a coherent plan for 

responding to any annexation and to the threat of nuclear attack that might follow it. The political and ethical 

consequences of a longstanding Russian occupation of southeastern Ukraine would be devastating to the long-term 

viability of the Ukrainian state. Vital Ukrainian and Western national interests require urgent Western support for an 

immediate Ukrainian counteroffensive. 

If Putin annexes the occupied territories, he will have decided to give up the option of using proxies within the 

Ukrainian political system to resume the hybrid war approach he had taken toward Ukraine since 2014. He would likely 

make such a decision because he knows his latest invasion has already destroyed any possibility of returning to those 

Kremlin-favorable frameworks, because he fears a Russian military collapse, or because he seeks to restore credible 

Russian deterrence by introducing a nuclear threat—or all three.  

Regardless of Putin’s reasoning, Russia cannot—and will not—accept a return to a pre-war status quo. If the Kremlin 

directly annexes Ukrainian territory, it will mark a fundamental departure in the Kremlin’s approach to Ukraine, from 

hybrid warfare and political manipulation to outright military coercion and, if possible, conquest. 
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Annexation of Ukrainian lands is likely the only “off-ramp” that Putin is interested in pursuing at this time. Even this 

face-saving option, which falls far short of the Kremlin's initial war aims of complete regime change in Kyiv, would be 

a devastating blow to Ukraine and is likely the minimum outcome that the Kremlin is willing to accept.  

If Putin can declare victory by annexing large swathes of Ukrainian territory, he can better sell the costs of the war to 

the Russian population and to any sympathetic global audiences. The Kremlin absurdly justified its unprovoked war of 

aggression against Ukraine as defending the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics from Ukrainian “Nazi” aggression 

and an alleged planned genocide against Russian speakers. The Kremlin likely assesses it must therefore consolidate 

and justify its gains by annexing at least the currently occupied portions of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts if it seeks to 

maintain that narrative and claim that it achieved the war's stated objectives. (ISW). 

A Russian military collapse combined with further Ukrainian battlefield successes or the Kremlin's acceptance that a 

military collapse is imminent are likely the only other circumstances under which Putin would accept something less 

than his stated objectives for this phase of the war. Collapse does not necessarily mean a mass surrender or rout of the 

Russian military. A Russian military collapse would more likely be roughly analogous to the state of the French army 

from April to June of 1917 during the First World War, when over half the divisions in the French army refused to go on 

the offensive due to shattered morale and poor leadership.  

Russian forces in such a state would be extraordinarily vulnerable to concentrated Ukrainian counteroffensives, and the 

Ukrainian military would be able to pick the battles of its choosing if Russian forces were unwilling to attack. A Russian 

military collapse would likely involve an endemic level of desertions and “fragging“ of officers, the practice of personnel 

killing their own officers, both of which have been observed throughout the war. Such a collapse would render further 

offensives impossible in the current phase of the war in Ukraine and could lead to a disorderly withdrawal of Russian 

forces from the front lines, as was seen following the Russian loss in the Battle for Kyiv. The Russian military will not be 

completely destroyed, nor would it have to leave Ukraine before reaching a state of collapse. However, a collapsed 

Russian military would lose its ability to function as a coherent fighting force. If that happened, Putin might well find 

himself obliged to accept far less than his current stated objectives. (ISW). 

Nuclear option – Once the Kremlin annexes Ukrainian territories, it can threaten to use nuclear weapons against a 

Ukrainian counteroffensive into any annexed territory, now deemed to be part of Russia, to deter the ongoing Western 

military aid that would enable such a counteroffensive. The Kremlin has already falsely claimed that Ukrainian strikes 

on Russian territory—during an unprovoked war of Russian aggression against Ukraine—are somehow escalatory 

rather than a legal Ukrainian response under the laws of war.  

However, Russian nuclear doctrine clearly allows for nuclear weapons use in response to “aggression against the 

Russian Federation with the use of conventional weapons when the very existence of the state is in jeopardy.” The 

Kremlin could frame a Ukrainian counteroffensive into annexed Ukrainian territory as a threat to the existence of the 

Russian state—such an absurd claim would be no less plausible than many other claims Russia has already made.  

Making that claim, however, likely necessitates Russian annexation of occupied territories, rather than creating 

additional proxy statelets in places like Kherson and Zaporizhia. 

Assessment - ISW assess’ that the remainder of this phase of the war in Ukraine will likely follow one of three courses:  

• Russian forces will annex occupied Ukrainian territory into Russia,  

• Russian military will stall for time as it attempts to mobilize additional forces, or the  

• Russian military will continue to pursue impossible military objectives with insufficient resources and ultimately 

collapse in the coming months.  
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Mobilization does not preclude military collapse. Many of the dangers outlined in this assessment hinge on a Russian 

recognition of its conventional military weakness and a proactive decision to secure Russian gains in Ukraine. Putin’s 

mistaken decision to invade Ukraine despite Russia’s poor preparation and conventional military capabilities suggests 

that the West should not rely on clear-eyed Russian assessments of their own military capabilities.  

Ukrainian forces may be able to force Russian forces out of occupied Donetsk and Luhansk, or at least back to the pre-

February borders of the DNR and LNR, if Russian forces do not decide to end their offensives early.  

If Russian forces make the deliberate choice to end their offensive before the Ukrainian military forces them to do so, 

that decision would be a strong indicator of imminent annexation. If Russian forces fail to recognize that their Donbas 

campaign has culminated, the Russian military in Ukraine may be headed for an outright collapse. 

Implications 

• Despite its conventional military failures, the only off-ramp the Kremlin appears to be considering is at least 

partial victory. If Putin annexes occupied territory and the conflict settles in along new front lines, the Kremlin 

could reconstitute its forces and renew Putin’s invasion of Ukraine in the coming years, this time from a 

position of greater strength and territorial advantage. 

• The West must take seriously the real and likely threat that Russia will annex southeastern Ukraine and the 

expanded Russian nuclear doctrine to cover that newly annexed territory. 

• Ukraine and its Western partners likely have a narrow window of opportunity to support a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive into occupied Ukrainian territory before the Kremlin annexes that territory (or brings up 

additional forces). 

• The political and ethical consequences of a longstanding Russian occupation of southeastern Ukraine would be 

devastating to the long-term viability of the Ukrainian state and necessitate Western support for a more 

immediate Ukrainian counteroffensive. 

The Kremlin’s planned wave of annexations could also include proxy territories outside Ukraine - The newly 

elected leader of South Ossetia, one of two Russian proxy regions in Georgia created and defended by the Russian 

military during and after the 2008 Russian invasion of Georgia, said on May 11 that he awaited a Russian “signal” to 

hold a referendum on joining Russia. 

His predecessor said in his concession speech on May 9 that his government had already submitted paperwork to 

prepare and determine a date for the accession referendum.  

Officials from Abkhazia, the other Russian proxy state in Georgia, said on March 31 that they support but do not share 

South Ossetia’s aspirations to join Russia, indicating that Abkhazia will likely not be included in a Russian annexation 

sweep.  

Separately, US National Intelligence Director Avril Haines warned on May 10 that Putin seeks a land bridge to the 

Russian proxy Moldovan breakaway region of Transnistria but does not currently have the military capabilities to 

achieve that goal. The Kremlin may approve Transnistrian annexation or recognize the independence of the self-

declared Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic to set conditions for future operations in Moldova or southwestern 

Ukraine.  

Such Russian actions would likely follow the establishment of military control of occupied Ukraine and take account of 

the fact that Russia almost certainly lacks the military capability to seize the parts of Ukraine, including Odesa, that 

would be necessary for such a land bridge. (ISW). 

Veterans, propagandists in Russia start criticizing the stuttering Ukraine war - Vladimir Putin’s faithful 

propagandists, as well as a former commander of pro-Russian forces in eastern Ukraine, have openly criticized 
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Moscow’s stuttering military campaign in Ukraine in recent days, in a sign that the presumed iron-cast internal support 

for the Russian president may be eroding. 

A former separatist commander accused Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu of “criminal negligence,” hinting that 

the bad commandment was tantamount to state treason. 

“I directly accuse Sergei Shoigu of, at minimum, criminal negligence,” Igor Girkin said in a video interview posted on his 

Telegram channel on Friday 13 May), the 79th day of Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. “I have no grounds to accuse him 

of treason, but I would suspect it.” 

In a separate development, Russian state media and prominent propagandists of the war in Ukraine have also begun to 

openly criticize the state of the Russian army and the lack of progress in the campaign. 

‘Ukraine destroying the myth of Russian military strength’ - The myth about the “great Russian army, second in 

the world” was totally destroyed when Ukrainian Armed forces defeated the Russian army in the successful attack 

against the Russian Black Sea fleet missile cruiser “Moskva,” writes Roman Rukomeda. 

To restore the losses Russia suffered in Ukraine during the war, it will need many years and efforts as the sanctions will 

not allow it to have access to western technologies. For example, the only plants manufacturing tanks and rockets in 

Russia have already stopped because they do not have enough components from western companies, especially 

electronics. 

However, the myth about the “great Russian army, second in the world” was destroyed in Ukraine. First, young 20-

years old boys from the National Guard did not allow elite Russian special forces to capture and hold the airport in 

Gostomil (about 20 km from Kyiv) to receive a massive amount of airborne troops and planes. This scenario did not 

work, and though Gostomil was captured, it was heavily damaged, and no planes could land there. From this point, the 

Russian planned blitzkrieg against Ukraine started to fail. 

Ukrainians have shown that Russian strength and military superpower is a myth and an empty bubble when the whole 

nation is standing against them. 

Sanctions 

U.K. Adds 12 Russians To Sanctions List, Including Putin's Alleged Girlfriend - Britain has added a dozen people 

to its list of sanctions over Russia's war against Ukraine, this time targeting Russian President Vladimir Putin and the 

network of those around him, including his ex-wife and cousins. 

Foreign Minister Liz Truss said in a statement on May 13 that the fresh sanctions are aimed at "Putin’s ‘wallet’ of family 

and friends– those whom he rewards with state positions and wealth in return for their undying loyalty." 

While Putin officially lists owning just a few minor assets such as a small apartment in St. Petersburg, a couple of Soviet-

era cars, a camping trailer inherited from his late father, and a small garage, his critics and activists say he has amassed 

a huge personal fortune and spread it out through relatives and close associates. 

Those added to the list include Alina Kabaeva, a retired Olympic gymnast who is rumored to be the mother of two of 

Putin's children, Anna Zatseplina, Kabaeva's grandmother and an associate of longstanding Putin ally Gennady 

Timchenko, and Putin's former wife, Lyudmila Ocheretnaya. 

Lithuania To Withdraw Its Ambassador To Russia - Russian news agencies have cited purported Lithuanian plans 

to withdraw Vilnius's ambassador to Moscow and shut down its consulate in St. Petersburg next month over Russia’s 

ongoing invasion of Ukraine. They quoted Lithuanian national radio as saying a Lithuanian government resolution made 
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public on May 12 describes the withdrawal of Ambassador Eitvydas Bajarunas on June 1 and the consulate's closure on 

June 7. 

Nike Halts Sponsorship Of Russian Soccer Club Spartak Moscow - U.S. sports apparel giant Nike has ended its 17-

year cooperation with Russian Premier League Football club Spartak Moscow after the team was ruled out of next 

season's European competitions because of Russia's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 

Russia sends warning to Europe with gas curb - Russia’s gas supply cut to Gazprom Germania units represents 

about 3% of Russian flows to Germany, or about 10 million cubic meters per day, German Economy Minister Robert 

Habeck said Thursday in Berlin. The government will guarantee replacement gas contracts and won’t raise its gas 

emergency threat level, he said. 

The cut is a result of sanctions by Russia announced late Wednesday and is seen as a retaliation against Germany for 

sanctions over the war in Ukraine and for the seizure of Gazprom PJSC’s units in April. The German government took 

control of them to secure Europe’s gas supply and is now in talks to finance them. 

Russia scrambles to save aviation as sanctions begin to bite - When Russia was hit with sanctions after invading 

Ukraine on February 24, analysts said it would take about two months to see the impact on the country's aviation 

sector. They were right. 

Russian airlines have been banned from flying over most of Europe and North America. American and European 

manufacturers are blocked from selling aircraft, parts or providing technical support. Russia has essentially stolen 

billions of dollars in leased aircraft, but they'd be repossessed if they leave the country. There are worries that Russia 

will increasingly diverge from global safety requirements. 

The full effect of those measures is now apparent. During the pandemic, Russian hubs outperformed rivals like London 

Heathrow and Frankfurt thanks to a booming domestic market. But since the start of the war, Russia’s Federal Agency 

for Air Transport has closed 11 smaller airports, largely in the center and south of the country, over safety concerns. 

Faced with low traffic, airports have been forced to fire employees. At Sheremetyevo, Moscow’s biggest airport, nearly 

a fifth of staff are on furlough; Vnukovo, also in the capital, last week notified close to 2,000 staff about possibly layoffs. 

Demand for domestic flights is plummeting; ticket sales on the travel portal Tutu.ru dropped by a third in March and 

April compared with the same period in 2021. Aeroflot, the state carrier named in the initial round of Western 

sanctions, saw its March passenger numbers fall by a fifth on the previous year. 

Russian state media reported last month that the Kremlin was weighing up whether to use around 107 billion rubles 

(€1.5 billion) from its sovereign wealth fund to recapitalize the airline. 

Sanctions forcing Russia to use appliance parts in military gear - U.S.-led sanctions are forcing Russia to use 

computer chips from dishwashers and refrigerators in some military equipment, Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo 

said Wednesday. “We have reports from Ukrainians that when they find Russian military equipment on the ground, it’s 

filled with semiconductors removed from domestic appliances such as refrigerators and dishwashing machines.” 

EU readies €195 billion plan to quit Russian fossil fuels - The European Commission plans to unveil a €195 billion 

plan to stop importing Russian fossil fuels by 2027, combining a faster rollout of renewable energy and energy savings 

with a switch to alternative gas supplies, draft documents show. 

The draft measures, which could change before they are due to be published next week, are a follow-up to Commission 

plans outlined on 8 March after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
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Called REPowerEU, the March plan aimed to “eliminate” Europe’s dependence on Russian gas “well before 2030” and 

reduce the EU’s dependence on Russian gas by two thirds before the end of this year. 

War in Ukraine: Twelve disruptions changing the world 

The war is devastating lives and roiling markets. Here we track the disruptions that seem likely to shape lives and 

livelihoods, beyond the immediate crisis. 

1. The invasion of Ukraine is causing a massive humanitarian crisis 

2. The vulnerable will suffer the most 

3. Energy policy is rotating toward secure access and source diversification 

4. Food security is on the agenda 

5. The race for critical materials, equipment, and commodities intensifies 

6. A new age of supply chain management has arrived 

7. Global technology standards are more likely to separate 

8. Financial-system effects are unpredictable 

9. Defense spending is rising 

10. Cyber is a stage for conflict 

11. Corporate actors are taking a stand 

12. Volatility, volatility, volatility 

I have added a few more disruptions 

13. Smaller nations will rise against larger ones in seeking to settle disputes 

14. The face of war will change with entry of mobile, nimble and man-held devices 

15. Global alignment is changing with a West/NATO/EU alliance versus the rest 

16. China will pursue port access in all oceans 

17. BRICS will experience challenges 

And in the longer term 

18. A new bloc stretching from Poland to Turkey 

19. Re-start of SEATO 

20. New financial systems introduced to challenge SWIFT, IMF and World Bank 

21. A more resilient China  

22. USA – United States of Africa 

Beijing’s ‘financial nuclear bombs’ 

Multiple analysts at Chinese state-linked think tanks and banks have weighed in on America’s recent threats to punish 

the world’s second-largest economy over China’s refusal to condemn Russia’s war in Ukraine, and amid US charges that 

it could be helping Moscow evade sanctions, or even quietly resupplying Putin’s military machine (charges which at this 

point have remained without evidence). 

China is taking note and studying its own preparedness and future options in the wake of the US freezing Russia’s 

central bank assets overseas. On this, Wang Yongli, a former vice-president with the Bank of China and a former board 

member for Swift, underscored that “The huge Chinese foreign exchange reserves are hard-won, and they are China’s 

‘financial nuclear bombs’ with a powerful deterrent effect. It must be used properly rather than arbitrarily and cannot 

be easily slashed.” 
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Officials in Beijing are putting counterparts in Washington on notice – pointing out that “China is no Russia” given 

China’s immensely larger role in nearly every facet of the global economy. They’ve also said that any potential Taiwan 

reunification scenario with the mainland would not be like Russia-Ukraine, and yet it’s understood well due to the 

current crisis and the West’s anti-Russia sanctions constitute a “textbook warning for China.” 

Below are some key sections from the analysis outlining various possible scenarios… 

Unintended Consequences“ - China and the US have a stake in each other, so for the US, China is totally 

different from Russia. The political calculations will inevitably be restrained by economic conditions.” 

Playing with Ambiguity - “The United States is now playing with ambiguity,” a Beijing-based foreign diplomat 

was quoted as saying. “China also wants to know, clearly, under what specific circumstances it would be 

sanctioned.” 

Slashing Reserves? - According to the report, “There has been talk inside China of slashing its huge holding of 

reserves, but experts say this is not feasible, as a sudden change in the volume could have catastrophic 

consequences in global markets.” 

Containment 

EU To Give Ukraine 500 Million Euros More In Military Aid, Borrell Says - The European Union's foreign policy 

chief, Josep Borrell, says the bloc will provide an extra 500 million euros worth of military aid to Ukraine. 

Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a meeting of foreign ministers from the Group of Seven leading industrialized 

nations (G7) in northern Germany on May 13, Borrell said the military support would be for heavy weapons such as 

tanks and artillery and take EU aid for Ukraine to about 2 billion euros. 

The US armed Israel in ’73 – it must do the same for Ukraine today - On the Jewish high holy day of Yom Kippur 

in October 1973, Israelis were stunned by a surprise attack coordinated by their country’s longtime nemeses, Egypt and 

Syria. Overconfidence and complacency had lulled the Jewish state into a false sense of security. Suddenly, Israel found 

itself immersed in a fight for its survival in which the first week was especially dire. 

Egyptian forces stormed across the Suez Canal, ingeniously using water cannons to breach the steeply-sloped Israeli 

sand-dune walls to establish beachheads in the Sinai, where Israeli troops had been on guard since the Six-Day War in 

June 1967. The Israeli defenders on the Suez’s eastern shore were outnumbered and outgunned, with sections of the 

fixed fortifications known as the Bar-Lev Line falling to the overwhelming Egyptian onslaught. Making matters worse, 

the vaunted Israeli Air Force was impeded in attempts to provide close-air support because of the overarching 

engagement envelope of Soviet surface-to-air missile batteries arrayed on the western side of the canal. 

All eyes turned to the American President who was struggling with the burgeoning Watergate scandal and the lingering 

spasms of the Vietnam debacle. Later, the release of tape recordings revealed that Richard Nixon not infrequently 

uttered antisemitic sentiments. Could someone like this be expected to provide Israel with vital supplies to avert a 

potential calamity? 

At first, the Nixon Administration was not keen on the idea. But the Soviet Union soon began to funnel new materiel to 

refill its surrogates’ rapidly depleting stocks. As the Soviets upped the ante in a drive to expand their sphere of 

influence amid the Cold War, Israel’s position grew increasingly precarious. Against this backdrop nearly a week into 

the war, Nixon embraced his predilection for realpolitik. After conferring with advisers, including Secretary of State 

Henry Kissinger, he ordered a massive airlift known as Operation Nickel Grass. The aid included equipment, ammo, 

missiles and A-4 and F-4 fighters like the ones the IAF had been losing. 
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The green light was given despite intense lobbying from American oil executives who did not want to see their Arab 

partners agitated by a military assistance package to Israel. 

Bolstered by the initial elements of the airlift and the prospects of a continuing resupply, by later in October Israel had 

pulled victory from the jaws of defeat. However, concerns then arose that the Soviets were preparing to invade Israel 

as a means to reverse the Arabs’ humiliating loss. As a warning to America’s Cold War adversary, Nixon raised the US 

nuclear alert status to DEFCON (Defense Condition) Three, a highly unusual step that showed the extent of the 

American commitment. The Soviets got the message and stood down the next day. 

This history has lessons for the West’s policymakers, particularly those in the US, as they contend with Russia’s current 

aggression against Ukraine. Timidity in the face of pugnacity would not have worked in 1973 nor is it likely to produce a 

salutary outcome this time. Even now, in the face of a renewed Russian offensive and a growing list of atrocities 

perpetrated by Vladimir Putin’s soldiers, Joe Biden still refuses to authorize the transfer to Ukraine of old Warsaw Pact 

MiG-29s, let alone truly modern fighters (that could be piloted by a cadre of international volunteers). 

Just think how Israel’s crisis in 1973 might have ended if the US had been too unnerved to rush modern fighters to its 

diminished ally or too cowed to elevate its nuclear alert status. If Ukraine falls, Putin and the world’s other 

expansionist-minded authoritarians such as those running China, North Korea and Iran will be emboldened and 

fledgling democracies will be at heightened risk of brutal assault. While Ukraine today is not wholly analogous to the 

Israel of nearly a half-century ago, the US should heed the advantages of projecting strength. (The Times of Israel). 

Humanitarian 

Trial Opens In Ukraine Of First Russian Soldier Accused Of War Crimes – The first trial of a Russian soldier 

accused of war crimes for killing a Ukrainian civilian during Moscow's unprovoked invasion has opened in Kyiv. 

Dozens of journalists packed inside a small courtroom in the Ukrainian capital, where the suspect appeared in a small 

glass cage for the start of a trial that has drawn international attention amid accusations of repeated atrocities by 

Russian forces. 

Sergeant Vadim Shishimarin, 21, is accused of killing a 62-year-old civilian who was riding a bicycle in the village of 

Chupakhivka in the northeastern region of Sumy, a crime for which he could get life in prison. 

The killing occurred just days after Russia's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Shishimarin, a member of a tank unit that 

was captured by Ukrainian forces, admitted that he shot the civilian in a video posted by the Security Service of 

Ukraine. 

“I was ordered to shoot,” said Shishimarin, of the February 28 killing. “I shot one (round) at him. He falls. And we kept 

on going.” 

UNHCR Says 6 Million Ukrainian Refugees So Far From Russian Invasion - The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) said 

on May 12 that more than 6 million refugees have now fled Ukraine since Russia launched its full-scale invasion on 

February 24. The agency said the count of those who'd left totaled 6,029,705 people as of May 11, 90 percent of them 

women or children. 

UN Rights Council Votes To Investigate Alleged Russian Killings, Torture, Other Abuses In Ukraine - The UN 

Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has overwhelmingly approved a resolution to set up an investigation into allegations of 

abuses by Russian troops in areas of Ukraine they temporarily controlled. The vote on May 12 was 33 members in favor 

and two countries -- China and Eritrea -- opposed. 
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NATO 

Russia's reax to NATO's Nordic expansion: Should Finland and Sweden join NATO, Moscow's response "will depend 

on the degree of advancement of the alliance's military infrastructure to Russia's borders," Kremlin spokesman Dmetri 

Peskov said yesterday. "This is key," said noted Russia-watcher Dmitri Alperovitch. "Finland joining NATO is unpleasant 

but tolerable for Moscow if there is no NATO build up on their border.” 

Finland's NATO Membership ‘Definitely’ Threatens Russia – Kremlin - Finland’s possible NATO membership 

“definitely” threatens Russia’s security, the Kremlin said Thursday, adding that Moscow is ready to take further steps to 

“balance the situation.” 

Erdogan says Turkey not supportive of Finland, Sweden joining NATO - President Tayyip Erdogan said today it 

was not possible for NATO-member Turkey to support plans by Sweden and Finland to join the pact, saying the Nordic 

countries were “home to many terrorist organisations.” 

Impacts 

Kosovo Applies For Council Of Europe In Move Sure To Anger Serbia - Kosovo has officially applied for 

membership in the Council of Europe (CoE), the continent's leading human rights organization, in an effort to seize on 

the recent exit of Russia. 

The long-delayed application and prospect of Kosovar membership is aimed at strengthening the legal standing of the 

partially recognized Balkan country of around 1.9 million on the international stage. 

It is also certain to anger neighboring Serbia, which doesn't recognize its former province's independence. 

Ukraine Says Grain Exports Drop By More Than Half In May - Ukraine's grain exports this month have fallen by 

more than half amid fears Russia's unprovoked invasion may have a massive impact on food supplies around the world. 

Ukraine's Agriculture Ministry data released on May 12 shows this month's exports stood at 298,000 tons -- 284,000 

tons of corn, 8,000 tons of barley, and 6,000 tons of wheat -- compared to 667,000 tons of cereals in the same period of 

May last year. 

Heesen Yachts fears bankruptcy if owner appears on EU sanctions list - Heesen Yachts faces serious problems 

should its Russian owner Vagit Alekperov end up on the EU sanctions list. Thus far, Alekperov has been placed on the 

UK list, which is already causing issues with Heesen's UK suppliers. 

Rare Russia Criticism Within China Shows Simmering Policy Debate - Russian setbacks in Ukraine have begun to 

prompt more explicit warnings in China about Moscow’s value as a diplomatic partner, in a sign of growing unease over 

President Xi Jinping’s strategic embrace of Vladimir Putin. 

Widening of War 

De Facto Incumbent Leader In Georgia's Breakaway Region Of South Ossetia Loses Runoff - Anatoly Bibilov, 

the de facto incumbent leader of Georgia's breakaway region of South Ossetia, was defeated by the leader of the 

Nykhas party, Alan Gagloyev, in a May 8 presidential runoff election. 

Bibilov told reporters in the regional capital, Tskhinvali, late on May 8 that the election was valid, and he wishes 

Gagloyev "every success." 
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According to the latest data issued by the breakaway region's Central Election Commission, 85 percent of ballots had 

been processed and showed that Gagloyev was at 53.67 percent, while Bibilov trailed with 41.3 percent of the votes. 

The United States, the European Union, and Georgia have called the vote illegitimate and said they would not recognize 

the results. 

Russia recognized South Ossetia and another region, Abkhazia, as independent countries after fighting a brief war 

against Georgia in 2008. Moscow maintains thousands of troops in both regions. 

Transdniester Separatists Say Fuel Depot, Conscription Center 'Targeted' In Tiraspol - Authorities in Moldova's 

breakaway Transdniester region said on May 13 that two attempted attacks were carried out on a fuel depot and 

conscription center in the regional capital, Tiraspol. 

The incidents were the latest in a series of alleged attacks reported by Russia-backed Transdniester over the past weeks 

amid mounting fears of a spillover from the conflict in neighboring Ukraine. 

Future Global Policeman? The Growing Extraterritorial Reach of PRC Law Enforcement - The recently signed 

security agreement between the Solomon Islands and the People’s Republic of China (PRC), along with the support of 

Chinese police to the Solomon Islands government to suppress social unrest in November 2021, highlight the increasing 

international deployment of PRC law enforcement. This deployment follows several decades of expanding PRC 

international law enforcement activity, which is intended for extraterritorial enforcement action, seeking the return of 

fugitives, and as part of China’s engagement with other countries. 

The Chinese police deployment to the Solomon Islands is part of the PRC’s efforts to develop closer ties with the Pacific 

Islands through the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which is described as “a reflection of the indomitable spirit of the 

Chinese people and the symbiotic relationship with the Communist Party of China (CPC) that they can help Pacific 

nations in their sustainable development goals” (National Development and Reform Commission, July 27, 2021).  

However, these official statements neglect to note that the influence of the PRC agencies is not necessarily welcomed 

by ethnic Chinese in the Solomon Islands, many of whom are from families that have resided there for generations and 

who became Christians during British colonial rule. Most importantly, the presence of PRC police is likely to grow as 

part of efforts to ensure that the Solomon Islands does not reverse its September 2019 decision to switch diplomatic 

recognition of the Republic of China (Taiwan) for China, which ended 36 years of diplomatic relations with Taiwan. 

Russian State TV Says Invading Ukraine 'Far From Our Main Objective' – A Russian television anchor said that 

World War II celebrations across Russia demonstrated the support Vladimir Putin has for his invasion of Ukraine and 

raised the specter of the Kremlin stepping up its campaign. 

Vladimir Solovyov told viewers that there was a "never ending stream of people'' who participated in the May 9 Victory 

Day celebrations marking the Soviet war effort, including "12 million or more across the whole country." 

"It was such a mandate for the supreme commander-in-chief," he said on state-owned Russia 1, which is a key outlet 

that promotes the Kremlin's messaging about the war. 

"Let me remind you that Ukraine is far from our main objective," Solovyov said, before reiterating the Kremlin line that 

Russia was focused on the "liberation" of the Donbas as well as the "demilitarization and denazification" of Russia's 

neighbor. 

 


