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Conflict Update # 176 

September 8th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 51,250 (+640) soldiers killed, 2,112 (+15) enemy tanks, 4,557 (+37) armored  combat vehicles, 1,226 

(+32) artillery systems, 305 (+5) MLRS systems, 159 (+3) air defense systems, 239 (+2) warplanes, 210 (+2) helicopters, 

884 (+4) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 214 (+5) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,344 (+24) trucks and 

tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 107 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Clever Ukrainian counter-attacks have pinned down Russia's troops in the south and punched through 

their frontline in the north - leaving Putin's invasion at risk of collapse - It is an outcome that few dared to 

hope for. But 10 days after Ukraine's generals announced the start of their first major counter-attack against Russian 

troops, the road to victory is starting to become clearer.  

Ukraine is conducting two major attacks - the first in the south of the country, near Kherson, where some 30,000 Russian 

soldiers are thought to be pinned down. The second attack was launched east from Kharkiv yesterday, and smashed 

through the lightly-defended Russian frontline 

Clever tactics saw Ukraine's commanders draw Russian troops into the south of the country before pinning them down 

with a counter-attack around the city of Kherson. 
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Some of Putin's best men are now all-but trapped in the city, bullied by Ukrainian artillery and with no easy way to 

retreat back across the Dnipro River after HIMARS strikes destroyed the main bridges. 

That gave Ukraine the chance to spring a second - surprise - counter-attack to the east of the city of Kharkiv, with a 'fist' 

of tanks and infantry punching through thinned-out defences there yesterday. 

Those troops are now rapidly advancing, threatening key supply lines into Donbas. As Dr Mike Martin, an ex-British 

army officer now at King's College, put it on Twitter yesterday: 'If [Ukraine] pulls that off, it's serious rout time.' 

Putin is once again staring an embarrassing defeat in the face. If his troops are forced to pull back from Kherson and 

abandon their assault in Donbas, it will be hard even for him to play off the invasion as a success. 

Meanwhile Ukraine is hailing its successes. According to one commander who spoke out today, troops have now 

recaptured a total of 270 square miles of territory across both fronts - a long way from victory, but no small feat. 

Kherson 

Ukraine made no secret of its plans to take back this southern city. 

The only regional capital captured by Russian troops since February, Kherson spans the Dnipro River - providing Putin's 

men with their only access to the west bank and keeping his hopes of an assault on the port of Odesa alive. 

Ukraine launched its much-hyped attack in Kherson on August 29, claiming to have broken the Russian frontline. Since 

then, it has advanced along three axis - one from Davydiv Brid which has gained the most ground, another moving south 

along the Dnipro River that has made modest gains, and a third to the south which has met with mixed success 
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For weeks, officials told anyone who would listen that they were coming to re-take it and followed up their threats with 

missile and bomb attacks on nearby bridges, railways, ammo dumps, airfields and command posts. 

That convinced Russia the threat was real and prompted a huge shift of men and matériel into the area. Around a 

dozen battalions are thought to have been shifted from the eastern Donbas to Kherson since May. 

By the time Ukraine launched its attack on August 29 - with southern command spokesman Nataliya Gumenyuk saying 

the first line of defence had been broken - an estimated 30,000 troops were stationed there. 

Since late August Ukrainian troops have been advancing along three broad fronts, according to analysis by the Institute 

for the Study of War (ISW). 

The most-successful push has been south from the city of Davydiv Brid towards Beryslav, a key river crossing, with 

Ukrainian troops forcing the poorly-armed 109th regiment of the Donetsk People's Republic to fall back. 

Kyiv's men have now advanced around eight miles south of their original position, with heavy fighting ongoing. 

Another slow but steady advance has also been taking place to the south of Kryvyi Rih, with Ukraine recapturing a 

handful of small towns and villages while squeezing Russia back towards the Dnipro River. 

The third front is between the Ukrainian-held city of Mykolaiv and Kherson itself, where Kyiv's men have met with 

mixed success. 

Analysts at ISW believe they have made some advances along the shore of the Dniprovs'ka Gulf towards the village of 

Oleksandrivka but have actually been forced back along the key M-14 highway which connects the two cities. 

Unlike the loud build-up to the attack, which seemed designed to put Russia on the alert, Ukraine has said little about 

the operation now it is underway - and has appealed for people not to post footage of it online. 

Both sides claim the other is suffering heavy losses in the fighting without giving any indication of their own. 

Kharkiv  

For months, Kharkiv has been a forgotten frontline. Not since Ukrainian troops reached - and were subsequently 

pushed back from - Russia's border in mid-May has much attention been paid to fighting here.  

But all that changed yesterday when Ukraine launched a surprise attack to the east of the city, punching through 

Russian lines weakened by the withdrawal of troops to Kherson and storming more than 12 miles in a single day. 

ISW estimates they captured some 155 square miles in one fell swoop, with videos showing dozens of dead or captured 

Russian troops - including one lieutenant-colonel - and overrun positions.  

Balakliya, a city that previously housed important Russian bases and ammo dumps, was abandoned late yesterday, 

sources linked to the Russian military said.  

Despondent Russian war bloggers suggested that the city of Izyum, the staging post for Putin's wider assault on the 

Donbas, would likely be the next target. Dr Martin, of King's College, argued a key railway junction in the city of 

Kup'yans'k was the real aim of the operation. 

Capturing the junction would sever the main rail link between the Russian city of Belgorod and Izyum, depriving Putin's 

forces in the Donbas of supplies - particularly the thousands of artillery shells they need each day to keep their attacks 

moving forwards. 

Dr Martin, of King's College, wrote: 'Ukraine are taking advantage of the thinned out Russian front lines to try and 

capture that railway junction which will cut the supplies to Izyum, which will cause most of that front to collapse.' 
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Should that happen, it would mean Putin having to abandon even his most-modest war aim of capturing the whole of 

the Donbas. It could also mean troops having to retreat from territory they have already captured to avoid being 

surrounded and captured. 

Ukraine launched a surprise counter-attack east out of Kharkiv on September 7, pushing more than 12 miles in a single 

day of fighting after using a 'fist' of tanks and infantry to punch through poorly-defended Russian frontlines 

In his nightly video address on Wednesday, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky also reported success in the 

Kharkiv region. 

'This week we have good news from the Kharkiv region. You have probably already seen reports about the activity of 

Ukrainian defenders, and every citizen feels proud of our warriors,' Zelensky said. 

Zelensky's presidential adviser, Oleksiy Arestovych, also spoke of Ukrainian gains near Kharkiv late Wednesday, saying 

they would help disrupt supplies to Russian forces in the area and potentially lead to their encirclement. 

Ukraine blows up Russian missile site in huge explosion that’s spread across the world - In a prelude to 

their counter-offensive against Russian-held Kharkiv, Ukrainian forces destroyed a Russian surface-to-air (SAM) missile 

site in a huge explosion this week. Footage of the strike has gone viral, with it being viewed hundreds of thousands of 

times around the world. 

The video footage is an aerial camera view — likely from a surveillance drone — looking down on a forested area where 

the Russian missiles were stored. 
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Putin’s next crisis: Ukraine is hitting Crimea with missiles - Putin knows the war in Ukraine is not going to plan 

and is doing all he can to try and salvage at least something that looks like a win – or at least not a loss. Ukraine seems 

committed to not allowing the narrative to take hold:  

Mysterious and damaging explosions at a Russian airbase far from the front lines in occupied Crimea last month were 

part of a combined attack involving a “series of successful missile strikes” meant to bring the consequences of Russia’s 

unprovoked war in Ukraine closer to home for the Russian people, Ukrainian military officials revealed on Wednesday. 

The war in Ukraine is “remote” for many “average Russians” living in Russia and Russian-controlled areas, Gen. Valeriy 

Zaluzhnyi, the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine; and Lt. Gen. Mykhailo Zabrodskyi, first deputy 

chairman of the Ukrainian parliament’s National Security, Defense, and Intelligence Committee; wrote in an op-ed. 

Because of the distance, “they perceive not so painfully all the losses, failures, and most importantly, costs of this war 

in all its senses,” the two military officials wrote in a post published by Ukraine’s state news agency Ukrinform. 

The pair explained that there have been efforts to “physically transfer the zone of hostilities to the temporarily 

occupied territory” of Crimea, most notably through a series of missile strikes “on the enemy’s Crimea-based air bases, 

first of all, the Saki airfield.” 

They said that should the war continue into 2023, the aim will be to “make these experiences even sharper and more 

tangible for the Russians and for other occupied regions, despite the massive distance to the targets.” 

Jeffrey Edmonds, a former CIA analyst and current Russia expert at the Center for Naval Analyses, previously told 

Insider that the nature of the damage at the base looked like a missile strike and said that if Ukraine had carried out a 

long-range strike deep behind the lines, it indicated that rear positions were no longer safe havens. 

The attacks brought the war to what Russia considers to be Russian territory, making it real for people far from the 

front lines. 

“The picture of that is the people on the beach in Crimea, the large explosion behind them,” he told Insider on 

Wednesday, referring to the above image that the Ukrainian military highlighted afterwards, among others. 

Edmonds added that this kind of capability, which may still be very limited if it’s a new Ukrainian-developed capability, 

will likely impact Russian morale if Ukraine develops an ability to strike areas from which Russia could previously 

operate with impunity. 

Ukraine will retake Crimea within a year, former US Europe General says - As Ukrainian precision-guided 

rockets continue to bombard Russian supply lines to the southern city of Kherson, while Ukrainian ground forces make 

gains in the northern Kharkiv region, there is growing optimism that the Russia-Ukraine war will ultimately end in an 

outright military victory for Kyiv. 

It remains less clear how far away that end might be, and at what cost it will be achieved. 

"The Ukrainians saved their country," Ret. General Ben Hodges, former commanding general of the United States Army 

Europe, told Newsweek on the sidelines of the Tbilisi International Conference of the McCain Institute this week. 

"They've set the conditions where they can restore full sovereignty, to include Crimea, I think, within the next year," he 

added. Such a prediction would have been all but unimaginable a mere six months ago, when Russian forces were still 

physically present within striking distance of the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv. Those Russian forces began to withdraw in 

late March, however, and since mid-summer, Russian advances in the eastern Ukrainian Donbas region have also 

stalled. 
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"Here we are, half a year after the start of the full scale Russian invasion, and the supposed second-best army in the 

world is now the second-best army in Ukraine," Hodges said. "After all this time, Russia still controls less than 20% of 

Ukraine's territory, and their ability to conduct further offensive operations has been all but exhausted." 

Hodges says that it's past time for Ukraine's Western partners to provide the Kyiv government with the material and 

moral support it will need in order to achieve a full military victory. 

An explosion rocked the headquarters of a pro-Russia movement in the Russian-occupied Ukrainian city of 

Melitopol amid reports of attacks against officials appointed by Moscow in the southeast of the country. 

A member of the Russian-imposed administration of the Zaporizhzhya region, Vladimir Rogov, said on September 7 that 

the headquarters of the We Are Together With Russia movement was hit by an explosion the previous day. 

Belarus starts unannounced military exercises near EU border - Belarusian defense officials have announced 

the start of military exercises near the Russian ally's western border with EU member Poland and farther east. 

The Defense Ministry said on September 8 that its troops would train for "liberating territory temporarily seized by the 

enemy" and retaking control over border regions. 

It said the maneuvers would take place at military training grounds in Brest, near the western border with Poland, as 

well as in areas around the capital, Minsk, and Vitebsk, in northeastern Belarus. 

The ministry didn't say how many soldiers are involved but said the "number of troops participating in the command 

and staff exercise, the involved weapons and military equipment does not exceed the level subject to mandatory 

notification in accordance with the Vienna Document 2011." 

Comment – Putin and the Kremlin desperately need a diversion of Ukrainian forces away from the three fronts they are 

engaged in. Belarus will provide such a diversion. The problem for Belarussian President Lukashenko though is that his 

vulnerable underbelly – Belarussian domestic resistance – will be exposed and untethered, leading to a civil war of 

unrest in his home state. 

Zelenskyy confirms recapture of towns in northeast as referendum rescheduled in occupied southern 

regions - Ukrainian President Zelenskiy says Ukrainian troops have recaptured several settlements in the Kharkiv 

region in the country's northeast. 

"This week we have good news from Kharkiv region," Zelenskiy said in his nightly address on September 7, noting that 

Ukrainians probably had already seen reports about the activity of Ukrainian forces. 

He added that "now is not the right time" to name the settlements that have been recaptured, but he thanked the 

military units "for their bravery and heroism during combat missions" in restoring the Ukrainian flag. 

Breakthroughs by Ukrainian forces in the Kharkiv region had been reported in recent days, with videos and photos of 

Ukrainian soldiers in recaptured villages around the town of Balaklia in the Kharkiv region circulating on social media. 

But there had been no confirmation from Ukrainian officials, and it was not possible to verify the reports. 

Ukraine has also claimed the recapture of several villages in the south of the country, where it has been waging a 

counteroffensive. 

Map reveals just how much territory retaken in counteroffensive - Ukraine's forces have recaptured a swath 

of territory in the Kharkiv region as a counteroffensive against Russian troops continues, with a map shared on social 

media purportedly depicting the "liberation" of seven towns. 
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U.S. think tank the Institute for the Study of War [ISW] said that Ukraine had captured up to 150 square miles in the 

eastern region on Tuesday and Wednesday, and advanced at least 13 miles deep into Russian-controlled territory north 

of Izyum toward Kupyanskisk. 

The gains follow Russia sending troops to counter the Ukrainian offensive in the southern Kherson region, whose 

Russian-occupied capital is a strategic prize for both sides. 

Ukraine blows up Russian HQ plotting 'fake' elections - The headquarters of a pro-Kremlin group was blown up 

in the Russian-occupied city of Melitopol in southern Ukraine on Wednesday evening, ahead of a planned "sham 

referendum" in the region, officials said. 

Ivan Fedorov, the mayor of Melitopol in Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia region, said on Telegram that explosions destroyed the 

headquarters of We Are Together With Russia, an organization that represents Russia's ruling political party, United 

Russia. 

'Total mess here'—Russian soldier reveals Kherson chaos in intercepted call - Ukrainian intelligence 

published audio of what it claimed was an intercepted call of a Russian soldier allegedly telling his wife about the losses 

Russia has sustained in Kyiv's counteroffensive to retake the southern Kherson region. 

On Tuesday, the Defence Intelligence of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine released audio of a call it said was between 

a Russian soldier and his wife discussing Ukraine's push to recapture the region, which was seized by Russian forces in 

March, shortly after the invasion began. 



 

8 
 

The soldier talked to his wife about the losses Russia is currently sustaining in the Kherson region, detailing strikes by 

Ukraine's Armed Forces, and subsequent casualties. 

"We already have 300's [wounded] here. They f***ed us up. Next to us were boys from Belogorsk, from the 165th 

Brigade," the soldier reportedly said. "Shrapnel hit the hit time, f**k...they laid under the tank, it hit the tank. Boys 

didn't have trenches or anything." 

Some Russian troops were struck in the arms and legs, while some were hit in the back, the audio from the call claimed. 

"F***ing HIMARS s**t. They are long-range and our tank was hit too....," the soldier allegedly said, referring to the U.S.-

supplied M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems—known as HIMARS—that has been credited with turning the 

tide of the war. 

"Our fighter jet took off and never returned. It must have been downed. We were hit two times after they tracked my 

phone signal. As twelve vehicles were being moved by pontoon crossing, everyone there got hit badly. This Dnipro 

River is now full of corpses," the serviceman said on the released audio. 

The soldier also said that all bridges in the Kherson region have been damaged by Ukrainian shelling. 

"All the bridges are destroyed, we're in a total mess here," he added. "The boys can only move around on ferries." 

Russian troops likely encircled in Ukraine, ex-Russian military leader says - Russian troops may be encircled 

in Balakliya, an occupied town near Kharkiv, a former Russian military leader has said, amid reports of a Ukrainian 

counteroffensive in the region. 

Igor Girkin, who prefers to go by Igor Strelkov, published his assessment of the situation on his Telegram channel as 

reports emerged that Ukraine's armed forces had launched an unexpected offensive on the Kharkiv front on 

Wednesday. 

Putin 

Russian ‘referendums’ delayed - Russia has missed the September 11 target date for staging annexation 

“referendums” in Ukraine’s occupied Kherson and Zaporyzhzhia provinces. Moscow and the local authorities it installed 

in both regions waited until early September 2022 to acknowledge the failure and to consider some later dates for 

these referendums (TASS, September 5, 6, 7). 

September 11 is the date of Russia’s own countrywide regional and local elections this year. Annexation referendums in 

Kherson and Zaporyzhzhia on this day would have added some shine to the Kremlin’s otherwise anodyne electoral 

spectacle. More than six months into the war, Moscow needs to show practical results in “gathering Russian lands” 

from Ukraine, a declared war aim from the outset (see EDM, February 25). 

The occupying power has not yet established the prerequisites for holding trouble-free referendums in these two 

regions. Multiple political, organizational and ultimately military factors preordained missing the target date and 

compelled Moscow to postpone staging the referendums. The Ukrainian army’s counterattacks in Kherson region since 

late August 2022, along with local Ukrainian armed resistance intensifying in both regions, are among the most 

compelling factors (see EDM, Part Two). 

Putin's next new strategy: Try to stall until 2023 - Russia's progress on the frontline has stalled. But without 

weapons promised by the West, Ukraine has not been able to carry out decisive counteroffensives. The West's 

indecisiveness risks the war being dragged out until next year — which is exactly what Putin wants. 
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Impact 

‘We have already lost’: far-right Russian bloggers slam military failures - “The war in Ukraine will continue 

until the complete defeat of Russia,” Igor Girkin, a far-right nationalist, grumbled in a video address to his 430,000 

followers on Telegram on Monday. “We have already lost, the rest is just a matter of time.” 

Girkin, a former Russian intelligence colonel who became a commander of the pro-Russian separatist forces in 2014, is 

arguably the most prominent voice within an increasingly loud and angry group of ultra-nationalist and pro-war 

bloggers who have taken to berating the Kremlin for its failure to achieve its tactical objectives as the fighting in 

Ukraine has entered its seventh month. 

After Ukraine’s latest counter-offensive in the south and the north-east of the country, these bloggers – who have so 

far been granted a public platform denied to many – have intensified their criticism of the Kremlin, slamming the 

army’s inadequate performance in the war and urging Putin to declare a full-scale mobilization. 

Comment – Igor Girkin, and other bloggers like him, display limited, if any, knowledge of Putin’s dilemma in not only 

declaring war in order to mobilize, but also the massive impact that will have on the average Russia. 

St. Petersburg officials demand Putin be tried for Treason in letter - Several municipal lawmakers in St. 

Petersburg are calling on Russia’s State Duma to charge Putin with treason, according to a local lawmaker. Dmitry 

Palyuga, a deputy with the Smolninskoye municipal council, announced the news on Twitter late Wednesday, sharing a 

copy of the letter he said had been prepared for Russian lawmakers. “The decision [to send the request to the State 

Duma] was supported by the majority of deputies present,” he wrote, without specifying exactly how many lawmakers 

had voted in favor of the move.  

The letter notes that the lawmakers in Putin’s hometown want him removed from power for his “special military 

operation” against Ukraine, which they said constitutes high treason. In addition to scores of Russian troops getting 

killed in the war, the letter notes, “Russia’s economy is suffering” as a result of foreign companies leaving and a huge 

segment of the population fleeing. NATO is also “expanding” as a result of Putin’s war, despite his declared goal being 

to stop the alliance from growing, the letter says, adding that the Russian leader’s “demilitarization of Ukraine” has also 

backfired spectacularly as the West provides more weapons.  

“We believe that President Putin’s decision to begin the [special military operation] is harming Russia’s security and its 

citizens,” the letter reads. Notably, the lawmakers made no mention of Putin’s senseless motivations for the war, 

though they had previously sent him an open letter condemning his “historical fantasies” and demanding he stop the 

“bloodshed” in neighboring Ukraine. 

Containment 

US trained Ukrainian missileers who sunk Russian warship - Ukrainian forces who sank a Russian warship with 

Harpoon missiles in June were trained by the US, the Pentagon’s top weapons buyer said. 

That key detail of the strike and a few others were disclosed Wednesday by Bill LaPlante, defense undersecretary for 

acquisition and sustainment, during a conference panel hosted by Defense News near the Pentagon. 

LaPlante said the U.S. “brought the Ukrainians to train on [the Harpoon] over Memorial Day weekend, in our country, 

over Memorial Day weekend.” 
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A spokesperson for LaPlante said the undersecretary did not mean that the Ukrainians received training in the United 

States. Instead, she said, he meant that the weekend the Ukrainians received training is called Memorial Day in the 

United States. 

“We got them off the ship, put them on some flatbed trucks, put the Harpoons, the modules on the flatbed truck, and 

then a different flatbed truck for the power source, connected a cable between it, figured out was exportable, brought 

the Ukrainians to train on it over Memorial Day weekend, in our country, over Memorial Day weekend, and the next 

week two Russian ships were sunk with those Harpoons,” he said. 

The U.S. was part of a coalition team that did the training, a U.S. defense official said later. A "vendor" trained the 

Ukrainians, the official said. 

HIMARS Launch Rocket System 

 

As he arms Ukraine, Biden readies new weapon pipelines for Eastern Europe - Top U.S. officials on 

Thursday unveiled $2.8B in new military and humanitarian aid for Ukraine and Eastern European allies, marking a shift 

from just-in-time weapons transfers to Ukraine to a longer-term effort to equip nations all across NATO’s eastern front. 

The announcements came as Secretary of State Blinken arrived in Kyiv for his second trip since the start of the war, 

while Defense Secretary Austin and Joint Chiefs Chair Gen. Milley huddled at Ramstein Air Base in Germany to discuss 

the war in Ukraine with dozens of their counterparts from around the world. 

The immediate aid for the Ukrainian military comes in the form of a new $675 million transfer of U.S. stocks, including 

more ammunition, armored vehicles and anti-armor weapons. But the more expansive $2.2 billion military financing 
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package will be split in half, with roughly $1 billion going to Ukraine and $1 billion spread between 18 of Kyiv’s regional 

neighbors extending from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, cutting a wide swath along Russia’s entire western border. 

“There is a bigger issue now that will be important for the next three to five years, which is the defense of NATO and 

NATO countries from a Russia that is not backing down,” said Seth Jones, director of the International Security Program 

at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

“This is the administration recognizing that this is a bigger problem than just Ukraine, and that there are huge 

challenges right now in other countries in NATO, their capability to defend themselves,” he added. 

The move marks a major shift in policy more than six months after the war in Ukraine began. Pulling ammunition and 

equipment from U.S. stockpiles in Europe and at home has represented the vast majority of American aid for Ukraine 

thus far and has seen close to 1 million artillery rounds and dozens of howitzers and guided rocket launchers make their 

way to the front lines. 

The US is sending quite a bit more artillery to Ukraine's military. It's part of the new $675 million package of arms. The 

new weaponry includes ammunition for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems; four howitzers and 36,000 rounds of 

ammo for them; an unspecified number of additional High-speed Anti-radiation missiles; a thousand Remote Anti-

Armor Mine System rounds; 100 more Humvees; night-vision devices; at least 5,000 unspecified anti-armor systems; 

grenade launchers; 1,500,000 rounds of small arms ammunition; and more. 

The 18 nations the State Department believes Vladimir Putin may choose to invade next include Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Greece, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia. 

Most-accurate US artillery shell is added to Ukraine’s arms - The Pentagon has sent 

Ukraine its most accurate artillery shell, the GPS-guided Excalibur, according to budget 

documents that confirm the previously unannounced addition to the arsenal assembled 

to combat the Russian invasion. 

 A plan to replenish the US stock of Excalibur’s acknowledges for the first time 

that the Pentagon has been supplying Ukrainian forces with the shell. Officials 

have sidestepped questions about the Excalibur despite reports that planning was 

underway to provide it and then that it was already in use in Ukraine.  

A satellite-guided weapon that can hit within seven feet (two meters) of its target, the Excalibur was first 

used in Iraq in 2007 in the high-profile killing of al-Qaeda leader Abu Jurah and associates. 

The Defense Department will spend $92 million in congressionally approved supplemental funds “for procurement of 

replacement M982 Excalibur munitions transferred to Ukraine in support of the international effort to counter Russian 

aggression,” according to a budget document last month that wasn’t previously disclosed. 

Used in 155mm howitzers -- the Army’s workhorse field artillery -- the projectile was co-developed by Raytheon 

Missiles and Defense and BAE Systems Bofor. The precision-guided Excalibur lets battlefield commanders zero in on 

targets more precisely. It has a range of 25 miles (40.5 kilometers), according to the documents. 

The Excalibur’s demonstrated accuracy “enables a first-round effect on target, reducing the number of rounds required 

while reducing collateral damage,” according to Army budget documents. 

Based on its capabilities, the weapon probably has been used sparingly to surgically destroy Russian command posts 

and command-and-control centers as Ukraine troops engage in artillery duels with the invaders in the eastern regions. 



 

12 
 

Battlefield latest: Ukraine says its troops have advanced 50 kilometers inside occupied territory around Kharkiv, in 

northeast Ukraine. That's according to a statement from Brig. Gen. Oleksiy Gromov on Thursday, and it followed an 

advance retaking approximately 400 square kilometers of ground in the region on Wednesday, according to the 

Institute for the Study of War, which called that operation "an opportunistic yet highly effective counteroffensive 

northwest of Izyum."  

Otherwise, a vast array of strikes and counterstrikes took place across the east and the south in the past 24 hours; and 

those are enumerated in greater detail by the Ukraine military's general staff. 

Belarusian women train as soldiers in Poland, amid plan to 'liberate' their country – A number of 

Belarusian women have started military training in Poland, organized by former members of the Belarusian security 

forces who have turned against authoritarian ruler Alyaksandr Lukashenka and now aim to liberate their country. Three 

women spoke to RFE/RL during training about their motives. 

Ukraine’s supporters aim to create long-term aid mechanisms - Leaders from NATO, the U.S., and others will 

gather to discuss ideas on Thursday. 

Urgent needs and long-term support for Ukraine will be on the agenda at a Thursday meeting of the NATO secretary 

general, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and officials from various countries supporting Kyiv, two senior defense 

officials said. according to two senior defense officials here. 

“You're going to hear about a [United Kingdom]-created…donor fund so that countries that want to execute 

procurement contracts to support Ukraine long term will have access to a pool of money, and the Ukrainians will have 

access to a pool of money for that longer term procurement. And you're going to also hear from NATO, thinking about 

longer-term sustainment for a country that is a NATO partner,” one of the officials told reporters. 

Ukraine’s military chief warns of ‘direct threat’ of Russian nuclear weapons - Ukraine’s top military leader 

yesterday warned that the “direct threat” of Russia’s nuclear weapons remains a major factor in its decision-making 

amid conflict in the country. 

Gen. Zaluzhnyi, commander in chief of Ukraine’s armed forces, and Lt. Gen. Zabrodskyi said in an article published in 

state news outlet Ukrinform that the possibility of world powers engaging in “limited” nuclear warfare cannot be ruled 

out. “It is hard to imagine that even nuclear strikes will allow Russia to break Ukraine’s will to resist,” they said. “But the 

threat that will emerge for the whole of Europe cannot be ignored.” 

Zaluzhnyi and Zabrodskyi said any Russian attempt at taking steps toward using nuclear weapons should be preempted 

by world powers “employing the entire arsenal of means” at their disposal. 

the UK’s Type 23 frigates, HMS Westminster, HMS Lancaster, and HMS Richmond tracked Slava-class cruiser, Marshal 

Ustinov, and Udaloy-class destroyer, Vice-Admiral Kulakov, plus their tanker Vyazma. 

Sanctions 

Poland joins Baltic pledge to ban most Russians by late September - Poland and the three Baltic states have 

announced a "common approach" to ban access to their countries for most Russians with EU visas from later this 

month, moving all four beyond the curbs recently agreed by all 27 EU members. 

A joint statement on September 8 by Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland cites increasing security and other concerns 

over a "substantial and growing influx" of Russians amid the fallout from Moscow's ongoing unprovoked invasion of 

Ukraine. 
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"Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland have agreed on a common regional approach and hereby express their political 

will and firm intention to introduce national temporary measures for Russian citizens holding EU visas in order to 

address imminent public policy and security threats and restrict the entry into the Schengen area for the Russian 

citizens traveling for tourism, culture, sport and business purposes," it reads. 

China has secured Russian gas at a 50% discount until the end of this year - China continues to ramp up 

imports of Russian natural gas, recently securing a deal for supplies from the Sakhalin 2 operator at a 50% discount 

until the end of the year, according to a report from Bloomberg.  

They imported 29% more Russian liquefied natural gas in the first half of the year than in 2021, and imports soared to 

their highest level since 2020 in August, according to Bloomberg data. That's cemented its spot as one of Russia's 

largest energy customers since the invasion of Ukraine, snapping up crude and natural gas at hefty discounts while the 

West attempts to pull back from the consumption of Russian energy commodities.  

China's appetite for Russian energy isn't showing signs of ebbing, as the country has recently struck a deal with Russia's 

Sakhalin-2 LNG plant to purchase natural gas supplies at half the current spot price, traders familiar with the matter 

told Bloomberg on Wednesday. 

Sony Music fully exits Russia, 6 months after suspending operations in country - Sony Music Group has 

become the first major record company to fully exit Russia, six months after suspending operations in the isolated 

nation in response to its military invasion of neighboring Ukraine. 

In a statement sent to Billboard on Wednesday (Sept. 7), Sony Music Group said it has “made the decision to exit the 

Russian marketplace completely and transfer the Russian company and its local roster to local management.” 

“As the war continues to have a devastating humanitarian impact in Ukraine, and sanctions on Russia continue to 

increase, we can no longer maintain a presence in Russia, effective immediately,” the statement says. 

GeoMilitary 

UK shadows Russian warships returning from Black Sea 

- The U.K’s Royal Navy reports that it is keeping a watch on the 

movement of Russian warships as they sail close to the country 

and transit British waters. The Royal Navy has noted an increase 

in spotting reporting several instances recently, including the 

movement of the sistership to the ill-fated Moskva, which sunk 

in the Black Sea in April. 

In the most recent reported situation, three Royal Navy 

warships have been on a concerted operation shadowing a 

Russian Navy task force in waters close to the UK. Three of 

Geopolitics 

Washington hits back at ‘desperate’ Putin after he slammed US ‘dictatorship’ - The White House hit back at 

Russian President Putin after he repeatedly slammed the U.S. and Western world in a wide-ranging speech. 

He claimed international sanctions imposed on Russia following its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine were a “danger” to 

the world. He added that the U.S. was willing to sacrifice Europe, which is experiencing a cost-of-living crisis as energy 

prices soar as the war continues, in order to preserve what he called its global “dictatorship.” 
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Speaking at the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok on Wednesday, Putin slammed the collective West, singling out 

the U.S. to blame it for the economic pain that sanctions on Russia are causing Europe and beyond as global energy and 

food prices soar. 

Washington defended its stance toward Russia, a country widely condemned by the West for its continuing war on 

Ukraine, with a State Department spokesperson telling CNBC in emailed comments that “sanctions and export controls 

are working, and President Putin is desperate to convince the world otherwise.” 

“Despite President Putin’s comments at the Eastern Economic Forum, Russia is paying a heavy price for his full-scale 

war on Ukraine, which continues to result in climbing costs – tens of thousands of Russian soldiers killed, 14 million 

Ukrainian citizens forced to flee their homes, historic cities pounded to rubble – all because Putin is determined to 

conquer another country,” the official added. 

Croatia to ban gas exports, ups ante with Hungary - Croatia plans to ban exports of locally produced natural 

gas, Economy Minister Filipovic said on Wednesday, raising the stakes in the already tense relations with neighboring 

Hungary. 

Croatia and Hungary’s MOL jointly own one of the biggest Croatian utilities, oil and gas concern INA, and have already 

fiercely clashed over management rights and strategy. 

“The message I have also sent to the representatives of MOL is that INA plans to produce 703 cubic million of natural 

gas in 2022, and all that gas produced in Croatia should go to Croatian citizens, institutions, hospitals, kindergartens at 

an acceptable price,” the minister said after meeting with MOL representatives in Zagreb, state broadcaster HRT 

reported. 

“The government will next week take a decision whereby Croatian gas will go to Croatian companies and citizens,” the 

minister said. 

Asked if that meant Zagreb would effectively ban its natural gas export, Filipovic explained that the government would 

formally order INA to sell all gas produced in Croatia to Croatian citizens, institutions, and companies. 

Armenian PM raises fears of destabilization amid Ukraine War - Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan has 

raised “fears” that the situation in Ukraine could lead to destabilization in South Caucasus. 

Pashinyan made the remarks at the plenary session of the 7th Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok yesterday.  

“When the attention of the entire global community and especially Armenia’s strategic security partner Russia is 

focused on the situation around Ukraine, there are concrete fears that this could lead to destabilization of the situation 

in our region,” Pashinyan said. 

He said that the situation in the region is not particularly stable. 

“We went through war in 2020, and the situation is similar in that when Azerbaijan started this war, all the attention of 

the international community, including Russia, was focused on problems associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. We 

hope that in close cooperation with Russia and our partners, we will be able to manage this situation and keep the 

regional situation under control,” he said, noting that it was important including for global security. 

Humanitarian 

US, UN demand access to Russian 'filtration' sites in Ukraine amid war-crimes fears - The US has accused 

Russia of war crimes through the forcible transfer of millions of Ukrainians to Russian-controlled territory in the current 

conflict, prompting senior UN officials to demand international access to the so-called filtration camps. 
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Moscow denied the charge and said millions of Ukrainians had chosen to go to Russia or Russia-controlled areas and 

were "living freely and voluntarily" there. 

The US ambassador to the UN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, told a UN Security Council meeting late on September 7 that 

Russia and its proxies were inflicting "a series of horrors" in a process overseen by officials from President Vladimir 

Putin's office. 

"The forcible transfer or deportation of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the 

occupier...constitutes a war crime," Thomas-Greenfield said. 

The U.S. envoy said official Russian sources suggest that its authorities or allied Ukrainian separatists have 

"interrogated, detained, and forcibly deported" between 900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrainians to Russia since the Russian 

invasion in late February. 

Comment – The bigger problem for Putin and Russia is that, should they lose their war against Ukraine, it will lay bare 

the catastrophic damage and death tolls they have caused in areas that fell under their control. A devastated city like 

Mariupol will be exposed to the world at large. 

This will be akin to the Allies becoming aware of horrific Nazi atrocities in 1945. Putin cannot afford such exposure, but 

it may be the best disinfectant for future acts of Russian aggression. 

Russian soldier describes atrocities in Ukraine - A severed ear. An order to "destroy everything you see." Houses 

looted or pulverized by Russian tanks and armored personnel carriers. 

Twenty-one-year-old Russian soldier Stanislav Shmatov had no idea the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) was recording 

his conversations when he contacted family back in Russia this spring from northeastern Ukraine's Kharkiv region. 

Like other Russian military personnel in Ukraine in the first months after the February 24 invasion, he spoke freely. 

On April 15, in intercepted cell-phone calls with his 51-year-old father, Aleksandr Shmatov, and an apparent female 

relative, Irina Zheleznikova, Shmatov -- who identifies himself in phone recordings as an armored vehicle driver with 

Russia's 15th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade -- described the torture and abuse of a Ukrainian prisoner, as well as 

looting and indiscriminate, heavy shelling of a village in Kharkiv Oblast, home of Ukraine's second-largest city and a 

conduit to the critical Donbas region to the south and east. 

In a separate August 16 phone call with Schemes, the investigative unit of RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service, Shmatov, a native 

of the village of Novotulka, near the Volga River in Russia's Samara region, also passed on information about the 

alleged killing of a man during a separate operation shortly after the February 24 invasion. 

In a call to a man Schemes determined to be his father -- among other ties, they share an address in Russia -- Shmatov 

said his brigade attacked a village with missiles from Grad multiple-rocket launchers and machine-gun fire and used 

armored personnel carriers to surround it on three sides. 

"We were shooting at everything -- at houses, cars, everything. We…ripped apart all the houses with tanks and APCs," 

the voice Schemes identified as Stanislav Shmatov's said, using expletives frequently. 

"We took two prisoners. Took away their AK-47, their rifle, their SVD [sniper rifle]," he said. "Cut off one of their ears." 

"What for?" his father, Aleksandr Shmatov, asked, according to the recording. 

"He didn't want to talk, so his ear was cut off," came the reply. 

The elder Shmatov said this sounds "tough," but his son disagreed. 
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"It's not like he got a bullet in the forehead or was quartered by an armored personnel carrier, so it's still fine, mild," 

the voice attributed to Stanislav Shmatov said. 

In his April 15 conversation with Zheleznikova, the apparent female relative, Shmatov described what he falsely termed 

the Russian "liberation" of the village from "Nazis" actually entailed and indicated that a commanding officer gave the 

order to destroy the village's buildings. 

"Your commander gave the order?" the voice identified as Zheleznikova's asked. 

"Well, yeah," the voice attributed to Shmatov responded. "The battalion commander, the brigade commander, the 

deputy brigade commander. He says, ‘Take out all the f****** buildings, damn it, as soon as you see them. To f*** 

with all the buildings.'" 

Comment – As mentioned in a previous Update, Putin and the Kremlin have started, authorized and guided this war, 

but everyday Russian soldiers and their local commanders have pulled the triggers and personally participated in acts 

such as these. This is a Russian war of aggression, and all guilty parties and participants should be held accountable. 

 

 


