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Conflict Update # 183 

September 15th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 53,850 (+200) soldiers killed, 2,193 (+13) enemy tanks, 4,682 (+17) armored  combat vehicles, 1,295 

(+5) artillery systems, 311 (+0) MLRS systems, 167 (+0) air defense systems, 250 (+4) warplanes, 215 (+0) helicopters, 

908 (+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 215 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,522 (+19) trucks and 

tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 114 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Ukrainian forces continued 
counteroffensive operations in eastern 

Ukraine. 

The Kremlin is responding to the 

defeat around Kharkiv Oblast by 

doubling down on crypto-mobilization, 

rather than setting conditions for 

general mobilization. 

The Kremlin has almost certainly 

drained a large proportion of the 

forces originally at Russian bases in 

former Soviet states since Russia’s full-

scale invasion of Ukraine began in 

February, likely weakening Russian 

influence in those states. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources 

reported Ukrainian ground 

attacks northwest of Kharkiv City, 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over 

the Inhulets River, and south of the 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border. 

Russian-appointed occupation 

officials and milbloggers claimed 

that Ukrainian forces conducted a 

landing at the Kinsburn Spit (a narrow 

peninsula of the Crimean Peninsula). 

Russian forces conducted limited 

ground assaults and are reinforcing 

positions on the Eastern Axis. 
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The Russian proxy Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) is likely attempting to stop its administrators from fleeing 

ahead of the Ukrainian counteroffensive, demonstrating the bureaucratic fragility of the DNR. 

Ukrainian counteroffensives - Eastern Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman line) - Ukrainian 

forces continued counteroffensive operations in eastern Ukraine, setting conditions to drive deeper into the Russian 

rear in eastern Kharkiv and western 

Luhansk oblasts.  

A Russian source claimed that Ukrainian 

forces expelled Russian forces from 

Sosnove on the north bank of the Siverskyi 

Donets River and are fortifying positions at 

the settlement. The source also reported 

that Russian forces may have pulled out 

from Studenok immediately west of 

Sosnove to avoid encirclement. Official 

Russian and Ukrainian sources reported 

that Russian forces reinforced Russian 

positions in Lyman.  

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that the heavily reduced 

remnants of the Luhansk People’s Republic 

(LNR) 2nd Army Corps 202nd and 204th 

Motorized Rifle Regiments were 

disbanded into reserves, possibly meaning 

that the remnants of these reduced 

elements reinforced the Russian Combat 

Army Reserve (BARS) elements fighting in 

Lyman. 

Ukrainian forces are reportedly advancing 

across the Oskil River in northern Kharkiv 

Oblast. A Russian source claimed that 

Ukrainian forces are establishing bases 

and artillery positions throughout Kharkiv 

Oblast, including emplacing artillery in 

Hryanykivka on the east bank of the Oskil 

River near the R79 highway.  

A confirmed Ukrainian position in 

Hryanykivka would indicate that the 

Russian frontline east of the Oskil River is 

weak and/or that Russian forces’ lines in 

this area are farther east of the Oskil River than previously assessed. ISW will continue collecting and reconciling data to 

refine our control of terrain assessment. A Russian source reported that Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups 

occasionally cross the Oskil River in unspecified areas. 
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Ukrainian forces continued operations to disrupt Russian logistics in eastern Ukraine and pin Russian forces away from 

the frontlines. Ukrainian forces reportedly struck rear areas in occupied Luhansk Oblast, including Lysychansk, 

Svitlodarsk, Perevalsk, and Kadiivka, all situated along major Russian GLOCs. Imagery shows the aftermath of a 

Ukrainian strike on a Russian base in Lysychansk. Russian and Ukrainian sources engaged in artillery duels across the 

Kharkiv-Belgorod Oblast border. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson 

Oblast) - Ukrainian military 

officials are continuing their 

operational silence regarding the 

progress of the southern 

counteroffensive, noting that 

Ukrainian forces are continuing to 

improve their tactical positions and 

are engaged in positional battles. 

Ukrainian local sources stated that 

there is no official confirmation 

that Ukrainian forces have 

liberated Kyselivka northwest of 

Kherson City but noted receiving 

local reports that Russian forces 

are mining all of the roads in the 

settlement. Ukrainian officials did 

not report changes in Russian 

troop composition, but social 

media footage showed a Tuva 

Oblast flag in Beryslav, which likely 

indicates that Russian forces are 

continuing to reinforce northern 

Kherson Oblast with regionally 

formed volunteer units. 

Conventional Russian military units 

typically do not fly republic or 

federal subject flags. 

Ukrainian military officials stated 

that Ukrainian forces are 

continuing their interdiction 

campaign, targeting Russian 

ground lines of communication 

(GLOCs) across the Inhulets and Dnipro Rivers. Ukrainian military officials noted that Russian forces are continuing to 

transfer equipment across the Dnipro River, however. Ukrainian forces reportedly struck areas of Russian manpower 

and equipment concentrations in the Kherson City suburbs and in Krynychanka (about 21km southeast of the Ukrainian 

bridgehead over the Inhulets River).  

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command noted that Ukrainian forces damaged Russian ammunition depots in 

Sadove (about 15km southwest of Snihurivka) and Mykolaiv and Kherson raions and struck the unmanned aerial vehicle 

(UAV) control center in Komyshany, northwest of Kherson City. Ukraine’s Department of Strategic Communications 
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(StratCom) reported that Ukrainian forces destroyed a Russian military base in Nova Kakhovka, and local footage and 

reports corroborated StratCom’s information. Other social media reports noted Ukrainian strikes on Russian positions 

in Oleshky, on the left bank of the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources indicated three areas of kinetic activity on September 15: northwest of Kherson City, 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets River, and south of the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border west of 

Vysokopillya.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that one Ukrainian reconnaissance and sabotage group drove down 25km southeast of 

the bridgehead to Charivne in a car without encountering any obstacles. The milblogger added that Russian shelling 

decreased in Sukhyi Stavok (about 12km southeast of the bridgehead) and that Ukrainians are operating helicopters in 

the area, which may indicate that Russian forces have pulled back further from the bridgehead area. The milblogger 

noted that Russian forces continue to repel Ukrainian counterattacks on Davydiv Brid on the T2207 highway.  

The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults from 

Arhanhelske on Ivanivka (west of 

Vysokopillya), while Russian milbloggers 

claimed that Russian airborne troops repelled 

Ukrainian counterattacks on Kostyrka and 

Novopetrivka.  

Kherson Oblast Head Yaroslav Yanushevych 

stated that Ukrainian forces conducted 

evacuations from Myrolyubivka (southeast of 

Vysokopillya), which could indicate that 

Ukrainian forces have advanced to the 

settlement. Both the Russian Defense Ministry 

and UGS reported that Russian forces 

launched missile strikes at Ukrainian positions 

on the Kherson Oblast border. 

Russian-appointed occupation officials and 

milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces 

conducted a landing at the Kinsburn Spit (a 

narrow peninsula of the Crimean Peninsula 

southwest of Kherson City) on September 14 

but offered differing accounts. Several 

milbloggers amplified the claims of a single 

source that suggested Ukrainian forces 

conducted an unsuccessful amphibious 

landing at the Kinsburn Spit with five boats. 

The source also claimed that there was an 

unconfirmed report of a heliborne landing at 

the Iron Port in Lazurne, about 60km 

southwest of Kherson City.[36] Deputy Head 

of the Russian occupation administration in 

Kherson Oblast Kirill Stremousov claimed that 

Russian forces repelled the attempted landing 

and killed over 120 Ukrainian airborne troops 
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at the Kinsburn Spit.  

Another milblogger criticized Stremousov and pointed out that his sources within Russian units in the area did not 

witness or repel any Ukrainian landing attempts and that Stremousov did not present any visual evidence supporting 

his claim. 

Eastern Ukraine - Russian subordinate main effort—Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces conducted limited 

ground assaults across the Eastern Axis and continued routine fire along the line of contact on September 15. Both 

Ukrainian and Russian official sources confirmed fighting in Spirne (east of Siversk) and Mayorsk (south of Bakhmut). 

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces captured Mayorsk, though ISW cannot verify this claim. UGS also reported 

that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground assaults against Mayorsk, southeast of Bakhmut, and southwest of 

Donetsk City. 

Russian forces are reinforcing positions along the Eastern Axis, likely due to extensive combat losses. UGS reported that 

Russian forces are moving reserves from 3rd Army Corps volunteer battalions and remnants of units previously 

operating in Kharkiv Oblast to reinforce the Donetsk and Zaporizhia Oblast frontlines.  

UGS also reported that the Russian 137th Airborne Regiment (subordinate to the 106th Airborne Division) sustained 

significant combat losses in the Bakhmut area 

and cannot continue combat operations 

without additional unspecified measures (likely 

meaning reconstitution). 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to strike Ukrainian 

hydraulic structures in Kryvyi Rih and other 

infrastructure in Ukraine on September 15. 

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast officials reported that 

Russian forces again targeted unspecified 

hydraulic structures in Kryvyi Rih, and Russian 

sources published footage of smoke claiming 

that Russian strikes damaged an unspecified 

dam on the Inhulets River on September 15.  

Russian forces are likely continuing to strike 

Ukrainian dams on the Inhulets River to raise 

flood levels in an effort to disrupt the 

Ukrainian bridgehead over the river in 

northern Kherson Oblast and threaten 

Ukrainian logistics lines in the same way that 

Ukrainian forces are targeting Russian 

crossings of the Dnipro River. Russian 

milbloggers amplified footage of large-scale 

explosions in the cities of Uman, Zaporizhia, 

and Vinnytsia, as well as in Odesa Oblast.  

Russian forces also launched an Onyx cruise 

missile from a Bastion coastal missile complex 



 

6 
 

and a Kh-59 missile fired from an Su-35 aircraft at an open area in Mykolaiv Oblast. Social media users reported 

witnessing the activation of Russian air defense systems in Yevpatoria, Crimea. 

Ukrainian forces consolidating gains but little movement in lines since the day before, says ISW - The 

latest maps based on assessments by the Institute for the Study of War shows marginal gains for Ukraine, but also 

counterattacks by the Russians.  

 

ISW confirmed that up to 3pm yesterday, in the northern Kharkiv region, Ukrainian forces captured Sviatohirsk, south 

of Izyum on Monday, and Bilohorivka in Luhansk region on Saturday.  

Meanwhile, Russian forces claimed to have captured Mykolaivka, south of Lysychansk, and are still in control of Oskil 

village, despite having largely pulled back beyond the Oskil river on Tuesday.  

In Kherson region, reports of live fire on Wednesday indicate that the Ukrainians have advanced near Mala 

Seiemminukha and Novohredneve, north of Nova Kakhovka, which analyst Michael Clarke said on Wednesday would be 

one of their targets. Also, Ukrainian forces reportedly liberated Oleksandrivka on Tuesday and Kyselivka on Wednesday, 

both between 12 and 23 miles (19 and 37km) of Kherson city. 

Some Russian units 'fled in panic' during retreat from Kharkiv region, says MoD - The UK Ministry of 

Defence, in its daily intelligence assessment of the situation in Ukraine, says that some Russian units retreated in good 

order and others "fled in panic". 

The Defence Intelligence update said on Twitter: "Ukrainian forces continue to consolidate their control of newly 

liberated areas of Kharkiv Oblast. 

"Russian forces have largely withdrawn from the area west of the Oskil River. "The way in which Russian forces have 

withdrawn in the last week has varied. "Some units retreated in relatively good order and under control, while others 

fled in apparent panic. 
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"High-value equipment abandoned by retreating Russian forces included capabilities essential to enable Russia’s 

artillery-centric style of warfare. "Amongst these are at least one ZOOPARK counter-battery radar and at least one IV14 

artillery command and control vehicle. 

"Such abandonment highlights the disorganized retreat of some Russian units and likely localized breakdowns in 

command and control." 

Behind Russia's abandoned lines, ammunition, scattered clothes and wrecked vehicles found - The 

Ukrainian soldier stooped over an ammunition box and picked up what looked like a giant, metal cork. "Russian 

landmine," he said. 

He walked to another discarded crate inside a large warehouse. 

"This is a mortar," the serviceman, 39, said, holding up the deadly weapon, which was the shape of a stretched, grey-

colored balloon. 

The haul was part of a stockpile of ammunition found at a sprawling, mud-splattered repair yard, which Russian soldiers 

had apparently used as a base on the edge of the Ukrainian city of Izyum. 

It had been left behind, along with shabby-looking bits of body armour, boots and jars of food - signs of a hasty Russian 

retreat in the face of a Ukrainian offensive to take the city back. 

Inside one enormous hanger, were two Russian military trucks. At least one had the tell-tale letter 'Z' daubed in white 

paint on a door. Russian troops used the place to repair their military vehicles, the Ukrainian soldier said. 

His side appeared to have been aware. A giant hole in the roof marked the point where a projectile looked to have 

struck the site, presumably as part of Ukraine's offensive. 

Pock marks caused by shrapnel dented the walls and twisted pieces of metal littered the floor. 

The soldier was scathing about the quality of the Russian military. "Their army is not big and powerful," he said. 

"It is a big fake. They create this fake [impression of strength] to make other countries afraid. But in reality there is no 

one to fear them." 

Putin's forces may have 'advantages' after Kharkiv withdrawal - Retired Air Vice Marshal Sean Bell says there 

are some strategic military advantages from the Russian withdrawal in the Kharkiv region. 

Ukraine President Zelenskyy says his country's forces have taken around 8,000 sq km (3,088 sq miles) of territory in the 

last few weeks, as they have pushed forward, and the Russians have retreated. 

But Air Vice Marshal Bell, who worked for the Chief of Air Staff on RAF strategy, says the pull-back should also be 

viewed from the perspective of what Russia gets out of it. 

He says that pushing forward so quickly actually makes Ukrainian forces vulnerable and prone to counter-attack. Air 

Vice Marshal Bell said: "They are at the most vulnerable at the moment. 

"Taking ground is one thing. Holding it is quite another. 

"Some in the West have seen this great advance as being a sign of things to come, that they'll suddenly rampage 

through the Russian positions. The military assessment is that's not the case at all. 

"Russia's plan was originally to take the whole of Ukraine, that failed. Secondly to take Kyiv, that failed. Now they are 

absolutely focused on the Donbas region. 
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"(The Kharkiv region) was an area that they took early on in the campaign. But now that the Ukrainians have pushed 

back, the Russians are faced with a choice: do you either stay there and risk losing soldiers, particularly around Izyum, 

or you do withdraw and focus on your actual priorities? 

"And so therefore, the order was given to withdraw. 

"Now, admittedly, some of the forces do not seem to have conducted an orderly withdrawal, but that was undoubtedly 

the reason why they pulled away. 

"That creates some advantages for Russia as well. Now, there's a smaller front line, a shorter front line, higher density 

forces for the Russians, which means that they're more able to focus on their strategic priorities. So there are some 

benefits from a military perspective." 

Dam burst causes flooding after missile strike - The city of Kryvyi Rih was targeted by eight cruise missiles, 

causing the Inhulets River to break through, flooding 112 homes. President Zelenskyy says striking targets with no 

military value is a reason Russia will lose the war. 

The strikes hit the Karachunov reservoir dam, Mr Zelenskyy said, and the water system had "no military value" other 

than providing hundreds of thousands of civilians with water. 

Attack coming now as winter is on the way, says Ukrainian MP - Ukrainian MP Kira Rudik has told Sky News 

the reason the Ukrainian advance has come now is to take as much territory as possible before the winter comes. 

She said the arrival of winter - when temperatures in central and northern Ukraine frequently fall as low as -18C - will 

mean that fighting effectively stops. 

Pity the Russians who get assigned to the ill-fated 90th tank division in Ukraine - There are a lot of unlucky 

assignments for Russian soldiers in Ukraine these days. But few unluckier than posting with the 90th Tank Division, a 

formation with a recent history of repeated, decisive defeat. 

The 90th TD, with its three tank regiments and single motorized infantry regiment, on paper possesses nearly 300 T-72 

tanks plus BMP-2 and BTR-82 fighting vehicles and self-propelled artillery, all manned by around 10,000 people. 

In concept it’s a powerful unit. In practice, in Ukraine, it mostly has rolled from disaster to disaster. Most recently, 

several battalion tactical groups from the division deployed around Kharkiv, in northeastern Ukraine, in a failed effort 

to stop a determined Ukrainian counteroffensive that kicked off on Sept. 6. 

It wasn’t long before the 90th TD’s battalions had joined the wider Russian retreat from Kharkiv Oblast—a retreat that 

arguably has reshaped the 200-day war. 

But that wasn’t the first embarrassment to befall the division, normally based in Chebarkul in southwestern Russia. In 

early March, the 90th TD was part of the Russian offensive aiming to capture Kyiv and dismantle the Ukrainian 

government. 

On the evening of March 9, a column from the 90th TD—dozens of T-72s, BMPs and BTRs in orderly straight lines—

rolled into the town of Brovary, adjacent to Kyiv on the left bank of the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian artillery targeted the vehicles at the front and rear of the column, striking several of them and forcing the 

Russians to retreat. Fighting raged for three weeks around Brovary until the 90th TD joined the rest of the Russian force 

in a hasty retreat from around Kyiv. One of the 90th TD’s regimental commanders reportedly died in the long battle. 
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In the months between Kyiv and Kharkiv, the 90th TD gained a handful of Russia’s rarest and best BMP-T fighting 

vehicles and fought alongside airborne forces around the city of Lysychansk, in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas region. The 

Donbas fighting is the brightest chapter in the 90th TD’s tragic recent history. 

With its retreat from Kharkiv, the 90th TD now has a one-for-three record in Ukraine. One somewhat successful 

campaign and two decidedly unsuccessful ones. 

It’s not alone, of course. The 3rd Army Corps—a reserve formation made up of middle-aged men, drunks and ex-

prisoners—had its baptism of fire around Kharkiv and also got beat, making it zero for one. 

Of course, better units with better records also suffered humiliation as a dozen eager Ukrainian brigades punched 

through Russian lines east of Kharkiv last week. The 1st Guards Tank Army, arguably the best of Russia’s conventional 

formations, lost half its T-80 tanks in the counteroffensive. 

Sanctions 

United States imposes new sanctions on Russians - The United States has imposed further sanction on Russians 

who have facilitated the war in Ukraine.  

The new sanctions target 22 individuals and two entities that advance Moscow's objectives in the country before and 

after the invasion began in February, the Treasury Department said.  

In a statement, it added that the penalties were being imposed in coordination with the Commerce Department, which 

is imposing new export controls on Russia.  

As well as the State Department, which is targeting Russia's defence and high-technology industries.  

"As Ukraine presses forward with defending its freedom, today we're taking steps to further degrade Russia's ability to 

rebuild its military, hold perpetrators of violence accountable, and further financially isolate Putin," Treasury Secretary 

Janet Yellen said. 

Ukraine visit – The leader of the European Union visited Ukraine's capital city Thursday, and that's the third time 

Commission President Ursula von der Leyen has visited Kyiv since the Russian military invaded in late February. Her 

goals for the day and the next few weeks include "getting our economies and people closer while Ukraine progresses 

towards accession," she tweeted Thursday morning, one day after her third annual address as leader of the 27-member 

bloc. (By the way, it took the last three nations that joined the EU at least 10 years, according to the BBC.) 

"I want to make it very clear, the sanctions [against Russia] are here to stay," von der Leyen told the European 

Parliament in Strasbourg, France, on Wednesday—clad in the blue and yellow colors of Ukraine's flag. "This is the time 

for us to show resolve, not appeasement," she declared.  

"Fifteen years ago, during the financial crisis, it took us years to find lasting solutions," von der Leyen said Wednesday. 

"A decade later, when the global pandemic hit, it took us only weeks. But this year, as soon as Russian troops crossed 

the border into Ukraine, our response was united, determined and immediate. And we should be proud of that." 

"The Russian military is taking chips from dishwashers and refrigerators to fix their military hardware because they ran 

out of semiconductors," she told the parliament. "We have cut off three-quarters of Russia's banking sector from 

international markets. Nearly one thousand international companies have left the country. The production of cars fell 

by three-quarters compared to last year. Aeroflot is grounding planes because there are no more spare parts…It is the 

Kremlin that has put Russia's economy on the path to oblivion." 
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"This is not only a war unleashed by Russia against Ukraine; this is a war on our energy, a war on our economy, a war 

on our values and a war on our future," she continued. "This is about autocracy against democracy. And I stand here 

with the conviction that with courage and solidarity, Putin will fail, and Europe will prevail." Catch the full, nearly hour-

long address, here; or read a transcript, here. 

BP-linked Russian oil giant posts 13% rise in profits, despite sanctions regime - Russian oil producer Rosneft 

has posted a 13% rise in half-year net profit to 432bn roubles (£6.27bn), despite the sanctions regime that Russian 

firms face. 

Chief executive Igor Sechin, a close ally of Vladimir Putin, admitted: "Rosneft was under an unprecedented pressure of 

adverse external factors and unlawful sanctions."  

But he added: "Thanks to high operational efficiency and appropriate management decisions, we were able to ensure 

business continuity and demonstrate stable results." 

Sales in the period from January-June increased by 5.7% year on year, while its debt dropped by 12% compared to the 

beginning of the year, the company added. 

BP announced in February it was abandoning its 19.75% stake in Rosneft. 

Rosneft previously accounted for around half of BP's oil and gas reserves and a third of its production. 

In June, Mr Sechin said BP still remained its largest private shareholder despite the pledge to withdraw from the 

partnership. 

He said at the time that BP's dividend would be transferred to special accounts, without going into details. 

Impact 

Ukraine’s Western Arms Have Inflicted ‘Significant Damage’ On Russian Supply, Communications Lines, 

Top US Officer Says - HIMARS alone has been used to hit more than 400 targets, Gen. Milley said at a meeting of 

Kyiv’s international supporters. 

The Ukrainian military has performed well with the weapons that the United States and other nations have provided 

for them, the top U.S. military officer said Thursday. 

Using the High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or HIMARS, that the United States and other countries have provided, 

Ukrainian forces have done “significant damage” to “Russian supply lines and ammunition supply points and command 

and control nodes as they as they continue to shape the battlefield to be able to maneuver to retake some of their 

sovereign territory,” Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said Thursday during a meeting here of 

the Defense Contact Group of nations supporting Ukraine.   

Such successes make it easier for the U.S. and other countries that support Ukraine to make the case for continuing 

that support, even as observers predict the fight against Russian invaders to stretch at least into the next year.  

Milley said the United States had sent the beleaguered country 16 HIMARS launchers, thousands of Guided Multiple 

Launch Rocket System, or GMLRS, rockets, and almost half a million rounds of 155mm ammunition, thousands of anti-

tank missiles, anti-aircraft weapons, small arms and other pieces of equipment. 

“We are seeing real and measurable gains from Ukraine in the use of these systems,” he said, offering that Ukrainian 

forces have used HIMARS to hit more than 400 targets. 
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In the past few days, Ukraine has expanded its counteroffensive to retake territory around both Kharkiv and Kherson. 

Does Milley think this effort is spreading the Ukrainian forces too thin? “No, I don’t,” he said, describing the moves as 

“a very deliberate offensive operation that is calibrated to set conditions and then seize their objectives.” 

Comment – It is prudent to assume that the Ukrainian counter-offensive was planned and gamed in minute detail and 

in conjunction with US and NATO battle groups. Intelligence, partisan behind the scene information, satellite imagery 

and battle interpretation and appreciation will have been discussed and planned in union.  

Ukraine War Offers Clues to Future War, Joint Chiefs Chairman Says - The future of warfare will look smaller, 

faster, more urban, and more precise than many Western military planners are anticipating, Gen. Mark Milley, the 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told military officers from more than 22 nations here on Wednesday.  

The notion that wars will increasingly be fought in cities is neither new nor universally accepted, but Milley said the 

conflict in Ukraine shows urban warfare done both right (Ukraine’s defense of Kyiv) and wrong (Russia’s leveling of 

Mariupol).The point of urban warfare, Milley said, is to capture key physical infrastructure nodes and population 

centers. If you destroy the infrastructure and kill or expel the population, then you’ve destroyed the very thing you 

need to win.  

“If you accept that war is the conduct of politics by violent means in order to impose your political will on your 

opponent…then it stands to reason that politics is all about people and power and the distribution of goods and 

services, etc, then it stands to reason that decision in war will occur where people are, where the distribution of goods 

and services” is, he said That means cities. 

Better operations in such environments will make use of the growing precision and range of weapons, coupled with the 

growing abundance of digitally-sensed information from consumer electronics and other means, he said. Instead of 

capturing swaths of terrain, militaries will seek to control key infrastructure. 

But he said most militaries have not been “optimized” to fight in cities. “In fact, we've been taught don't, you know, go 

into urban areas, because it's highly consuming,” he said.  

The ubiquity of sensed information, often emerging directly from people’s phones onto social media, will also make 

every target easier to see and hit. In the leadup to Russia’s invasion, Milley said, there were “young people in their 20s, 

running around with iPhones, [collecting and sharing] videos of Russian forces massing on the Ukrainian border. Those 

weren't spies—Ukrainian spies, American spies, French or British spies. Those were just citizens out there with cameras 

taking videos of Russian mechanized vehicles, infantry fighting vehicles and tanks, driving down roads, going to 

assembly areas, etc.”  

All this information made it easy to deduce Russia's intent, the size of its force, and its possible attack routes. 

In a world of ubiquitous sensors, militaries must move away from large, conspicuous force deployments toward smaller 

units that change location rapidly and don’t attract notice.  

“Your concealment, the size of your force, and the speed at which you move around a battlefield will contribute directly 

to your survivability on a future battlefield that is highly lethal,” Milley said. 

Perhaps the most important lesson to come out of the war for future military planners is that small unit commanders 

and non-commissioned officers must be empowered by their superiors to make more decisions themselves rather than 

rely on higher authorities elsewhere.  

“You're seeing a very different type of leadership coming out of the Ukrainian military…at the small-unit level, tactical 

level, but also at the operational and strategic level,” he said, and it’s a key to Ukrainian success. 
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UN nuclear watchdog passes resolution calling on Russia to leave power plant in Ukraine - The UN 

nuclear watchdog has passed a resolution calling on Russia to leave the Zaporizhzhia power plant in Ukraine.  

The biggest nuclear power plant in Europe has fast become a focal point in war, with officials recently finding its 

"physical integrity" had been "violated" amid weeks of fighting nearby.  

Controlled by Russian forces, the building has continued to be operated by Ukrainian staff who, the head of Ukraine's 

nuclear power industry claimed, had been tortured.  

At a meeting of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 35 nations agreed on the resolution which calls on Moscow to 

"immediately cease all actions against, and at, the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant and any other nuclear facility in 

Ukraine".  

It was passed with 26 votes in favour, two against and seven abstentions, diplomats said, adding that Russia and China 

were the countries that voted against. 

Hundreds of seafarers still stuck in Ukraine - despite grain corridor opening - More than 400 seafarers are 

still stuck around Ukrainian ports, despite a shipping corridor opening, industry officials have said.  

Around 82 ships are also unable to leave the war-torn country, officials added.  

A UN-backed sea corridor to ship grain out of Ukraine was opened in July, after an agreement was reached to help 

alleviate global food shortages.  

However, the initiative only involved dry bulk ships around three Ukrainian ports, with dozens of other vessels not able 

to access the corridor.  

Instead, they have been awaiting approval to leave while waterways remain controlled by Russia and other ports are 

blocked by Ukraine. 

According to analysis by the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS), six ships, which had been stuck since Russia's 

invasion began, had been able to leave Ukraine before the corridor was announced in July. 

"The corridor was made only for the purpose of loading the grain to leave," ICS chairman Emanuele Grimaldi told a 

news briefing. 

"You can understand they (Ukraine) are at war and there are mines around." 

At the start of the conflict, around 2,000 seafarers from all over the world were stranded aboard up to 94 vessels in 

Ukrainian ports. 

Humanitarian 

Liberated but still desperate - Balakliya freed from the Russian yoke but left with nothing - The residents of Balakliya 

cheered the sudden banishing of the Russian soldiers from their town. But life, they say, is still hard because they have 

no power, buildings are destroyed, landmines litter the streets - and the school is gone. 

A scrum of desperation surged around the Ukrainian relief truck in a town that was liberated from Russian control just 

days earlier. 

"Please give me an aid parcel son, I have a walking stick," said one tiny, old woman, crushed up against the back of the 

vehicle as others tried to grab for help over her head. 
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The residents of Balakliya cheered the sudden banishing of the Russian soldiers from their streets. But they said life is 

still hard because the town is without power, many buildings have been destroyed and there are landmines littering the 

ground in surrounding fields. 

One man, his face drawn, said a farm that kept cows had been badly damaged in shelling during the past nearly seven 

months of war. "The cows were able to wander off, but they are being killed because they step on the mines," he said. 

GeoPolitics 

Ukraine making 'impressive' progress towards joining European Union - Ukraine is making "impressive" 

progress towards joining the EU, the European Commission president has said. 

The country began its application for European Union membership five days after Russia invaded, but the joining 

process can take years to complete.  

All existing EU members must agree before a new country can become a candidate, and if successful, the nation must 

adopt all the union's laws and regulations.  

However, speaking at a news conference on Thursday, Ursula von der Leyen said she was impressed with the speed at 

which Ukraine is proceeding in its bid to become a member.  

"The accession process is well on track. It's impressive to see the speed, the determination, the preciseness with which 

you are progressing," she said.  

Ms Von der Leyen, who arrived in Kyiv on Wednesday to meet with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, added 

that the EU needs to do as much as possible to ensure Ukraine has "more business, more income".  

Russia – China Talks - Russia's autocratic leader spoke with his Chinese counterpart today in the Uzbek city of 

Samarkand. It was the first time that Xi Jinping has traveled outside of China since the pandemic began more than two 

years ago. Putin, for his part, appeared to be on the defensive because of his Ukraine invasion, based on public 

statements in both state-run media TASS and according to Reuters.  

Said Putin: "We highly value the balanced position of our Chinese friends when it comes to the Ukraine crisis," the KGB 

veteran said in his opening remarks at their Samarkand meeting. "We understand your questions and concern about 

this. During today's meeting, we will of course explain our position." 

Said Xi: "We are ready to team up with our Russian colleagues to set an example of a responsible world power and to 

play a leading role in putting a rapidly changing world on the track of sustainable and positive development," according 

to a readout provided to TASS.  

Bigger picture: Russia's "outlook remains bleak, economists say, as sanctions on critical imports and an exodus of 

Western companies are expected to degrade the long-term potential of the economy," the Wall Street Journal reports. 

Meanwhile, "China has walked a careful line in its dealings with Moscow to avoid being ensnared in any potential 

sanctions and alienating other countries, such as those in Central Asia, where China is building economic ties." 

Of interest: While Xi has now met Putin in person 39 times since becoming China's president in 2013, he has yet to 

meet Joe Biden in person since the latter became U.S. President in 2021," Reuters reports from Samarkand. Read more 

via the Associated Press, also reporting from Uzbekistan. 

Putin unrepentant but Xi more careful - Before the talks got under way, Mr Putin blasted what he called an "ugly" 

effort by the United States and its allies to maintain their perceived global domination. 
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Xi, however, was more careful in his choice of words. 

Putin said: "Attempts to create a unipolar world have recently taken an absolutely ugly shape. "They are absolutely 

unacceptable for the vast majority of countries on the globe." 

Xi said that together with Russia, China was ready to "set an example of a responsible world power and to play a 

leading role to take the rapidly changing world on a track of sustainable and positive development". 

As we said earlier, behind the scenes the conversations between the two authoritarian leaders - who share an enmity 

of the US but different strategic outlooks - may be different, with China expected to ask "hard questions" of Russia, 

amid Moscow's failures on the battlefield in Ukraine. 

Xi likely to ask 'hard questions' of Putin, as Russian losses putting a lot of strain on China - A military 

analyst says he expects Chinese President Xi Jinping to ask a lot of "hard questions" of Putin in their face-to-face 

meeting at a summit in Uzbekistan, due to the Russians "losing on all fronts". 

China will be getting very frustrated with Russia, because the country and Chinese companies are taking a lot of risks, 

albeit in a "clandestine" way. China would have been aware of Russia's plan to invade Ukraine before it happened 

because Putin flew to China and met with Xi in early February.  

The two leaders met on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in Uzbekistan on Thursday in 

their first face-to-face meeting since before in invasion on 24 February. 

Publicly, Russia said Putin told Xi that Moscow backs Beijing's One China policy, opposes "provocations" by the United 

States in the Taiwan Strait, and said Russia values China's "balanced position" on Ukraine, adding he understood that Xi 

had questions and concern about the situation in Ukraine and would "of course explain our position". 

But behind the scenes, the conversations may be different. 

We can imagine Xi's frustration now, over 200 days after the so-called special military operation, that is Russia's 

aggression against Ukraine, started. Russia is effectively losing on almost all fronts. 

This puts a lot of strain on China, especially in terms of the prospects post war, in the context of all the sanctions: China 

and Chinese companies are risking a lot by extending support, albeit clandestine, to the Russian leadership in the 

course of this unsuccessful war. 

The conversation will not be very pleasant for all the above reasons. And the Chinese... will be quite realistic in terms of 

assessing Russia's chances... which are almost non-existent at this point. 

On the surface, of course, publicly, from what we've seen recently, they're trying to assert, maintain the position that 

China has its own interests, and it wants to maintain good relations with Russia, but we can sure that under the surface 

and in the context of the meetings between Putin and Xi there will be a lot of hard talk and many questions asked on 

the part of Beijing. 

Despite the hard talk, Mr Putin will be desperate for Chinese help. 

White House calls on China not to back Russia's war in Ukraine - The White House has urged China not to 

back Moscow in its war against Ukraine, as Putin meets Xi Jinping.  

The Biden administration says the whole world should be aligned against Moscow's aggression in Ukraine and not 

remain on the sidelines. 
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Putin and Xi are meeting on the fringe of a summit to discuss Asian security, that aims to act as a counterweight to US 

influence. It also includes India, Pakistan and four ex-Soviet nations in Central Asia. 

White House spokesman John Kirby told CNN in an interview on Thursday: "We don't think anybody should be on the 

sidelines. The whole world should be lined up against what Mr Putin is doing. 

"This is not the time for any kind of business as usual with Mr Putin." 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit in the Uzbek city of Samarkand is Mr Putin and Mr Xi's first face-to-face 

meeting since Russian troops invaded Ukraine in February. 

Ticking timebomb as Russia continues to occupy swathes of Chinese territory - Since the start of the 

invasion China has paid lip service to Russia’s propaganda, while never endorsing it, and calling for “respect of 

sovereignty.” Beijing has also refused overt military support of Russia’s war efforts. 

Doing so might “trigger secondary sanctions against China,” according to Tsang, something Beijing is not willing to 

contemplate. 

The result is “an almost absurd situation in which both Russia and China talk about a strategic partnership. But Russia, 

while short of weapons, cannot get resupplies from China and is buying them from North Korea". 

Friendship turned sour 

An article on the website of the official Chinese paper Nanfang Daily refers to the first foreign trip Xi made when he 

became China’s supreme leader in 2013. Destination: Moscow. 

Xi chose the Russian capital, according to the newspaper, to “show the great importance that China attaches to the 

development of Sino-Russian relations.” 

As a gift, Putin offered Xi a copy of the USSR’s Communist mouthpiece Pravda of 14 February 1950, when then Chinese 

leader Mao Zedong and the Soviet Union's Joseph Stalin signed their ill-fated Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship. 

But after Stalin’s death, relations between China and Russia deteriorated quickly. Mao hated Moscow’s de-Stalinization 

- which he saw as a direct attack on his own personality cult - and the Soviets did not understand why China focused on 

the peasantry instead of the urban proletariat to advance socialism. 

The result was a massive ideological rift that led to deadly border skirmishes which were resolved only after the fall of 

the Berlin Wall, lengthy border negotiations and a series of demarcation treaties. 

The relationship improved after the start of China’s Open-Door policy in 1978 and the visit of Soviet leader Michael 

Gorbachev in 1989. 

But in that same year, the ultimate demise of European communism started, leading to the fall of the Soviet Union 

itself, something for which Beijing blamed Gorbachev. 

Today, the two countries find common ground in their shared regret of the fall of the USSR, their dislike of the US, and 

the eastward expansion of NATO. 

But the current love affair between China and Russia has all the elements of a marriage of convenience. 

'Vladivostok' or 'Haishenwai'? 

“There are structural problems in the relationship between Russia and China,” says Tsang. 
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Probably the largest elephant in 

the room is a swathe of some 

600,000 square kilometres north 

of China’s Heilongjiang province, 

an area currently called 

“Primorsky Krai”, which has the 

port town of Vladivostok as its 

administrative center (circled in 

the map to the right). 

Vladivostok was once a Chinese 

city known as Haishenwai and 

was part of China's Qing dynasty. 

It was annexed by Russia in 1860 

after China's defeat by the British 

and French forces in the Second 

Opium War. The area has been 

administered by Russia ever 

since. 

Today, in spite of the numerous 

treaties that have defined the border between China and Russia, the idea that the vast area surrounding Vladivostok is 

Chinese is still strongly present among Chinese commentators. 

The issue flared up in 2020, when the Russian embassy to China published a tweet celebrating Vladivostok's 160th 

anniversary.  

According to the Russian embassy, the history of Vladivostok - which means Ruler of the East - is from 1860 when 

Russia built a military harbour. 

But commentator Shen Shirwei says "the city was Haishenwai as Chinese land before Russia annexed it via [the] 

unequal Treaty of Beijing". 

The stretch of land became part of the Qing empire in 1689, under the Treaty of Nerchinsk, the first ever treaty 

between Tzarist Russia and the Qing. The 1860 Peking Treaty reversed the Nerchinsk document and granted the area to 

Russia.  

"It provides a basic limit to how closely Russia and China will work together," according to Tsang.  

For now, Beijing does not seem inclined to criticize Russia in the way it has been relentlessly attacking the UK for 

imposing "150 years of shame" on China - the period covering Britain's colonization of Hong Kong. 

But, according to Tsang, Moscow knows, and the issue will continue to hang dangerously over relations between the 

two countries. 

Putin 

Putin’s diplomats warn the U.S. risks crossing Moscow's "red line" if it chooses to send "longer-range 

missiles to Kyiv," Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Thursday in Moscow. It's worth noting, 

however, that Russian officials said the same thing about Western allies sending Multiple Launch Rocket Systems to 
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Ukraine back in May, and about Sweden and Finland wanting to join NATO—and all three of those things happened 

anyway.  

Putin 'calling on state-run companies to raise mercenary units to fight in Ukraine' - Mark Voyger, the 

former special advisor for Russian and Eurasian affairs to the commanding general of US Army Europe, has told Sky 

News that Putin has been calling on state-run companies to recruit mercenaries to fight in Ukraine in a bid to hold the 

lines until winter, so his forces can be rebuilt. 

Voyger says the plan will fail because the people being recruited "are not real soldiers", but the plan will continue 

anyway. 

There are reports that some Russian soldiers fled in panic from the Kharkiv region after Moscow gave the order to 

withdraw, abandoning equipment after causing widescale destruction. 

Pro-war Russian TV pundits have been untypically expressing concern in the last few days over the fallback, with some 

calling for mass mobilization to prevent further defeat. 

So far, the Kremlin has publicly resisted, but a number of analysts have said it has been stepping up recruitment in 

Russia's outlying provinces.  

Mr Voyger said: "In terms of recruiting soldiers, Putin has promoted the idea of state-run corporations actually 

organizing their own mercenary units - that is, paying mercenaries so they can be sent to Ukraine, because he's still 

very reluctant to announce a mass mobilization which would have a dramatic negative impact for him, especially if he 

starts drawing from Russia proper, the areas of Moscow and St Petersburg. 

"So he's still resorting to recruiting from the poorest areas in Russia and trying to bring (in) mercenaries. 

"This, of course, will fail. These are not real soldiers. 

"But his plan is to continue with this hybrid aggression of sorts and then probably freeze the current conflict until the 

winter, so that he can rebuild his forces and then relaunch an attack at a later date." 

Russian discontent with the war, and Vladimir Putin, is growing - Since the outbreak of the Ukraine war, 

voices have been growing, even within Russia, against continuing what Vladimir Putin labelled a 'special military 

operation'. Could the resentment be so intense that the country will soon be governed by a different president? 

In the interview, Vladimir Ashurkov, a close friend of Putin's critic Alexei Navalny, talked about a 'growing discontent' 

within the Russian population. He explained that this was due to two factors: fewer and fewer people understood why 

the war, which he himself described as 'unjustified and unprovoked,' was being waged at all. 

In addition, the economic situation brought by the war is responsible for the lack of understanding among the country's 

population: 

“People don't understand what this war is really for, it was really uncalled for, unprovoked so you don't see any 

visible signs, but the discontent is growing and i see that this war has made Putin regime more fragile rather 

than stronger.” 

Weakened regime 

The people under the kremlin regime clearly expressed their dissatisfaction with their leader. Although earlier when the 

war broke out, there were thousands of people who took the streets to protest. However, around 15,000 people were 

arrested and put into prisons. Which discouraged the citizens from protesting against the war.  
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Containment 

Germany to supply Ukraine with two more multiple rocket launcher systems - Germany has said it will 

supply two more multiple rocket launchers to Ukraine. 

Defence minister Christine Lambrecht said the training of 

the Ukrainian operators was expected to start in 

September. 

She said: "We have decided to deliver two more MARS II 

multiple rocket launchers including 200 rockets to Ukraine. 

"On top of this, we will send 50 Dingo armored personnel 

carriers to Ukraine." 

Dingo’s are vehicles used extensively by the German 

military during NATO's military operation in Afghanistan. 

She added that a deal on a swapping of infantry fighting vehicles with Greece and Ukraine was almost complete, so that 

Germany would soon hand over 40 Marder IFVs to Greece while Greece, in return, would pass on 40 of its Soviet-built 

BMP-1 IFVs to Ukraine.  

It comes after Ukraine made sweeping gains in the northern Kharkiv region and was said to be putting Russian forces 

under pressure elsewhere because of the effectiveness of Western-supplied missile systems at impacting Moscow's 

supply lines. 

Russia says longer-range U.S. missiles for Kyiv would cross red line - Russia's Foreign Ministry said today that 

if the United States decided to supply Kyiv with longer-range missiles, it would cross a "red line" and become "a party 

to the conflict". 

In a briefing, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova added that Russia "reserves the right to defend its 

territory". 

Washington has openly supplied Ukraine with advanced GMLRS rockets, fired from HIMARS launchers, that can hit 

targets up to 80 km (50 miles) away. 

Empires – Turkish ambitions amid Russian demise 

The success of Ukrainian forces against Russian troops over the last week is forcing a series of reevaluations of Russian 

capabilities--especially in the places most of us might not yet be thinking about. There's been a lot of focus on whether 

or not Russian threats have teeth. But what of Russian promises of support?  

For a certain swathe of the world, particularly those countries hostile or indifferent to the US-led Order, Russia was 

about as good or proximate a neighbor as they could hope for. With Russian capabilities under serious scrutiny, 

countries from Armenia to Belarus to Syria to Mongolia and Moldova are going to see their strategic environments 

change rapidly.  

There is an elephant in the room in many of these scenarios... and that's Turkey. Whatever their current economic 

headaches, the Turkish state under Erdogan has maintained a constant march toward realizing a populist, Islamist-

tinged, pan-Turkic nationalism that has played out in several ways.  
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One of the most recent has been Turkey's arming and 

not-so-tacit support of Azerbaijani aggression against 

Armenia. Even with Turkey's erstwhile EU aspirations 

and current NATO membership, Ankara has been equally 

at ease in pursuing its own priorities during the bloc's 

conflict with the Russians over Ukraine. 

But perhaps nowhere will see the full unfurling of 

Turkish geopolitical ambition in the wake of Russian 

strategic senescence more than Syria. The Alawite 

regime in Damascus relies (relied?) heavily on its Russian 

and Iranian backers, and with Moscow out of the way 

Ankara faces little opposition. Squashing Kurdish 

ambitions, redrawing borders, setting up a puppet state, 

coordinating with Israel to counter Iran--all are on the 

table for a would be neo-Ottoman Turkey without strong 

pushback from Russia and Iran. 

Comment – Turkish leadership has a huge geopolitical challenge in that, since the post-WWI dissection of the Ottoman 

Empire, the Kurdish people have not had a state of their own, something that plagues Turkey as Kurds form a large 

element of the overall Turkish state.  

An error of huge future political import in that it created an ongoing ethnic battlefield which now see’s Turkey with the 

upper hand in a post-Russian influenced scenario in the Asian nationalistic theater. 

There are Kurdish people spread across the entire sub-continent and Turkey, now with potentially unfettered access to 

Kurds outside their borders, has already classified these people as “terrorists,” planning to militarily advance against 

their establishment as a nation. 

Turkey fears this and is intent on taking 

preventive action sooner rather than later. 

NATO, of whom Turkey is a member in a vital 

and strategic location, will need to make and 

execute strategic decisions in this regard – in 

the not too distant future.  

Watch this space as such a conflict will attract 

international attention and action. 

 

 


