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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses ς 59,610 (+530) soldiers killed, 2,354 (+16) enemy tanks, 4,949 (+17) armored  combat vehicles, 1,397 

(+6) artillery systems, 336 (+3) MLRS systems, 176 (+0) air defense systems, 264 (+0) warplanes, 226 (+1) helicopters, 

1,009 (+6) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 246 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,786 (+18) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Lyman in Eastern Ukraine - Russia has withdrawn its troops from Lyman, leaving Ukrainian troops to now move on 

to the main arterial supply route running from Russia through  

 ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ϦƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘϦ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƴŜǘǎƪ ǊŜgion and encircled 

thousands of Russian soldiers. 

Referring to the map, updated from three days ago, the shaded blue area the operating area captured by Ukraine, 

wherein are an estimated 5,000 to 5,500 Russian soldiers. 

The Ukrainian spokesman said that some 

Russian troops tried to unsuccessfully break 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ōŀǊǊƛŎŀŘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 

while others had begun to surrender. 

Taking Lyman is a significant strategic win for Ukraine, but the fight to fully liberate the city was not over. 
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Lyman has served as a major logistics and transport hub for Russian forces and its operations in northern Donetsk, 

reported Reuters. 

Securing the city is the biggest battlefield win for Ukraine since it forced Russian troops to withdraw from roughly the 

entire Kharkiv region in a major counter-offensive last month. 

Ukrainian forces will now move toward the strategic cities of Severodonetsk and Svatove, in red circles and straddling 

as they do the north-south Russian re-supply line. Capturing this seeΩs Russian battalions in the northern Luhansk 

Oblast and Donetsk Oblast deprived of essential supplies and troop rotation.  

Two senior Putin commanders killed ς Two senior Russian commanders have been killed by Ukraine in the past 10 

days. General Katrinichev, second-in-command of all Russian troops in Kherson Oblast, was killed hours ahead of 

PutinΩs annexation notice in the oblast when two Ukrainian HIMARS missiles struck the house in which he lived. 

Commander Nagin, commander of the Wagner Group, a mercenary outfit, was killed in Bakhmut on September 20th. 

Nagin was very experienced and served in Chechnya, Syria, Libya, Crimea and now in Donbas. 

Both were closely aligned with Putin and Katrinichev was an instrumental planner in the February 14th invasion. 

Annexation ς the new άRed Lineέ 

The new άRed Lineέ -  By annexing 

the four oblasts into Russia and by his 

statements regarding them being 

άRussian forever,έ Putin and the 

Kremlin have drawn their άRed Lineέ in 

the sand. 

By direct implication, any Ukrainian 

entrance into this new άNovorossiaέ 

will be viewed as an entry into Russia 

itself and subject to άwhatever 

counter-measures we deem suitable.έ 

There are a number of complications 

with this Russian statement of intent. 

First, looking at the map alongside, 

Russia does not command 100% of all 

the territories in each oblast. 

In Luhansk they have just lost Lyman, referred to in the preceding article, in Donetsk, they command just over ½ the 

oblast, in Zaporizhzhya they command around ¾ of the territory, excluding the nuclear power station in the north of 

the oblast and in Kherson they are under siege in the area north of the River Dnipro. 

These άUkrainianέ areas are denoted in blue in the map above and Ukraine is certainly not going to cede these 

territories to Russia. In Russian eyes, this is a casus belli for introducing more dangerous weaponry should they be 

unable to occupy the real estate between them and the red line. 

Second, Putin has yet to clearly define the lands annexed. Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov declined to specify the 

borders of the newly annexed territories. Putin rushed the annexation before making even basic administrative 
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decisions on boundaries and governance. Russian officials have therefore not set clear policies or conditions for proper 

administration. 

Third, their military prowess is waning and extremely short on expertise and modern weaponry. Ukraine has destroyed 

and continues to destroy Russian entrance ways and supply lines with clinical accuracy. This ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ portend well for 

Russian forces in that existing positions are prone to encirclement and defeat. How fast and how far they ceded 

territory is purely a subject of how much armor Ukraine can muster in the right battle areas. 

Fourth, the annexation is contrary to all international laws and in contravention of explicit treaties and agreements 

concluded between Russia and Ukraine decades ago. The world has expressed outrage and a UN Resolution was passed 

yesterday, albeit with abstention votes by India, China and Brazil, three members of the BRICS alliance. South Africa ς 

the άSέ - is not represented on the Security Council where the vote was held. 

China will need to balance its position as it has clearly stated its preference for respect of national sovereignty of other 

countries. It remains to be seen whether this is their medium to long term position.  

Brazil is headed into an election tomorrow and the opposition leader, Workers' Party candidate and former Brazilian 

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, leads in the latest polls according to pollster Datafolha, with such a commanding lead 

that could give him a first-round victory without any need for a runoff. 

Lula said in a May 2022 interview with Time magazine that Russia never should have invaded Ukraine. But he also said 

Ukrainian President Zelenskiy is as much to blame for the war as Russian leader Vladimir Putin. So we ŘƻƴΩǘ know 

where Brazil as a nation will land post-election, but his opponent and reigning Brazilian president, Bolsonaro, has yet to 

even signify any negative comment on either Putin or Russia. 

Fifth, the US and NATO will now substantially increase aid to Ukraine and are on the verge of providing even more 

advanced weaponry, such as anti-aircraft batteries and Abrams Mk1 tanks. This signifies a longer-term conflict, drawn 

almost certainly into 2023 and perhaps into 2024. 

Sixth, Putin is headed to inserting hundreds of thousands of ill-trained soldiers into these annexed areas, 

predominantly as canon fodder in order to contain Ukrainian advances. He has been panicked into this by recent 

Ukrainian successes in Kherson and Luhansk Oblasts where they are pushing Russian troops out of occupied territories. 

He will almost certainly not be able to further invade Ukraine, and almost as certainly will be unable to occupy the blue 

zones in the map above. 

Lastly, organizing governance for these four forcibly annexed oblasts would be bureaucratically challenging for any 

state after Russian forces systematically killed, arrested, or drove out the Ukrainian officials who previously ran the 

regional administrations.  

And ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YǊŜƳƭƛƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƳŜƴ 

suggests that Russian bureaucrats will similarly struggle to establish governance structures over a resistant and 

unwilling population in the warzone that is Russian-occupied Ukrainian territory. 

Expect also to see ongoing assassinations of Russian-installed officials from now on. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) Ukrainian military officials are maintaining operational silence on progress of 

the Ukrainian counteroffensive in southern Ukraine. Their Southern Operational Command (SOC) reported that their 

forces continue to force Russian troops to defend their positions. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) added that Russian 

forces are continuing to evict civilians in Kherson City to quarter additional Russian reinforcements. They also noted 

that Russian forces are attempting to restore the operations of the Antonivsky Bridge and are bringing additional 

construction materials and repair equipment to the bridge. 
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Ukrainian forces continued their interdiction 

campaign over the past two days, primarily 

striking Russian ground lines of 

communications (GLOCs), positions, and 

ammunition depots in northern and central 

Kherson Oblast. The SOC stated that their 

forces struck Russian military convoys in Nova 

Kakhovka, a command post in Beryslav Raion, 

and six Russian concentration areas in Kherson 

City, Nova Kakhovka, Dariivka, and Nova 

Kardashinka. 

Ukrainian military officials added that their 

forces targeted an UAV control center in 

Davydiv Brid on the eastern bank of the 

Inhulets River. Local Telegram channels 

reported witnessing explosions in Nova 

Kakhovka, and Ukrainian strikes on the 

Elektromash factory in Nova Kakhovka and the 

area of the Kherson City shipyard. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources identified two 

areas of kinetic activity: south of the Kherson-

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border and around the 

Ukrainian bridgehead over Inhulets River. The 

SOC reported that their forces discovered and 

repelled a small Russian sabotage and 

reconnaissance group in Osokorkivka (on the 

T0403 highway in northern Kherson Oblast), 

and the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) 

claimed that Russian forces continued to strike Ukrainian positions in Osokorkivka. The SOC also noted conducting 

ǳƴǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ έǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 5ŀǾȅŘƛǾ .ǊƛŘ ŀƴŘ that Ukrainiŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ άǎǳǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘΣέ 

but this language is vague and can mean that Ukrainian troops conducted a ground attack in the area or inflicted 

bombardment damage on Russian positions.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces conducted a spoiling attack in anticipation of a Ukrainian attack on 

Davydiv Brid. UGS also reported Ukrainian forces repelled a Russian assault on Bezimenne. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued ground attacks in Donetsk Oblast yesterday but did not make any 

confirmed territorial gains. UGS reported that their forces repelled Russian ground assaults northeast of Bakhmut near 

Bakhmutske and south of Bakhmut near Vesela Dolyna (6km southeast of Bakhmut), Zaitseve (8km southeast of 

Bakhmut), Odradivka (9km south of Bakhmut), and Mayorsk (20km south of Bakhmut).  

Russian sources also claimed that Russian forces conducted ground attacks in Bakhmut itself and near Soledar. 

Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces continued routine artillery, air, and missile strikes throughout the line of 

contact in Donetsk Oblast. 
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Supporting EffortτSouthern Axis - 

Russian forces continued artillery, air, and 

missile strikes west of Hulyaipole, and in 

Mykolaiv and Dnipropetrovsk Oblasts on 

September 30. Ukrainian and Russian sources 

reported that Russian forces yesterday struck 

Mykolaiv City, Zaporizhzhia City, Dnipro City, 

Nikopol, and Kryvyi Rih.  

Ukrainian sources also reported that Russian 

forces fired Smerch multiple launch rocket 

system (MLRS) rockets near Ochakiv, 

Mykolaiv Oblast. UGS reported that Ukrainian 

forces struck and destroyed a Russian 

command post and a Russian S-300 system in 

Melitopol and struck Russian positions in 

Tokmak on September 30. 

Russian forces continued to use Iranian-made 

drones to target Ukrainian positions and 

cities in Southern Ukraine on September 30. 

¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ {OC reported that Russian forces 

conducted two Shahed-136 drone attacks on 

an administrative building and a critical 

infrastructure facility in Mykolaiv City. They 

also reported that Ukrainian air defenses shot 

down three Russian Shahed-136 drones in 

Mykolaiv Oblast and two unspecified loitering 

munitions in Odesa Oblast. 

See article below for efficacy of the Iranian-made UAVs, a number of which have been shot down by Ukrainian anti-

aircraft batteries since being deployed. 

Russia deploying ill-trained recruits to Ukraine - Russian authorities are continuing to deploy mobilized 

personnel to Ukraine without adequate training or equipment. A Russian source reported that mobilized personnel 

ŦǊƻƳ {ǾŜǊŘƭƻǾǎƪ hōƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

indicate if these personnel would receive further training.  

Russian authorities will likely redeploy personnel from border regions to areas in Ukraine as Russian efforts to advance 

and Ukrainian counteroffensives shift over time.  

Russian military authorities detained a Russian soldier who posted footage showing mobilized personnel from Perm 

Krai camped in a field in Volgograd Oblast without equipment necessary to weather the outdoors, but that Russian 

officials denied the detention. Russian sources posted footage of mobilized personnel at training centers in occupied 

Donetsk Oblast with Soviet-era weapons and equipment.  

¢ƘŜ ¦Y aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜl 

already in Ukraine is worsening and assessed that Russian forces likely have poor awareness of medical and first-aid 

training, exacerbating low Russian morale. 


