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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 57,200 (+500) soldiers killed, 2,290 (+15) enemy tanks, 4,857 (+25) armored  combat vehicles, 1,369 

(+1) artillery systems, 330 (+2) MLRS systems, 172 (+2) air defense systems, 260 (+1) warplanes, 224 (+4) helicopters, 

970 (+4) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 241 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,711 (+10) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 130 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – Referring to the numbers above it appears that increasing contact is being made between the sides 

with 500 Russian soldiers reported killed and thrice that number injured. There is also an increase in the number of 

Russian helicopters downed and another fighter jet as well. 

This seems to be consistent with a southward move by Ukrainian forces into the Donetsk and Kherson Oblasts together 

with added and improved anti air weaponry. 

Fierce fighting – Ukrainian President Zelenskiy said late yesterday that there was fierce fighting taking place on the 

front lines, but that Kyiv was seeing "positive results." 

Over a thousand Russian vehicles, weapon systems seized during Kharkiv counterattack - Ukraine’s 

successful counterattack in Kharkiv was important in many ways. 

The armed forces liberated a vast territory, inflicted serious damage to Russian formations there, and sent Russian 

morale plummeting, as Ukrainian spirit soared. 

But it also brought a big haul of Russian vehicles and weapon systems, which will make a noticeable difference in the 

battles ahead, military analysts told the Kyiv Independent.  

“That's certainly way more than whatever Ukraine has lost at this offensive,” said Kirill Mikhailov, an expert with the 

Russia investigative project, the Conflict Intelligence Team. “So finishing the offensive with a net positive of vehicles is 

like, wow.” 

Russia being Ukraine’s top military donor is not just a meme. By sheer number of vehicles, Russia’s contribution is 

impressive. Since the large-scale invasion began, Ukraine has captured 392 Russian tanks, 178 armored fighting 

vehicles, 421 infantry fighting vehicles, and 400 trucks, vehicles, and jeeps, according to the open-source investigative 

project Oryx. Ukraine also got many different support, command, artillery, and anti-aircraft vehicles. Because Oryx only 

publishes visually confirmed data, those numbers may actually be higher. 

“When it comes to command-staff vehicles, what’s interesting is the software, the algorithms that simplify combat 

actions,” said Zgurets. This can be useful to develop ways to combat them. However, he added, Ukrainian forces have 

been getting their hands on these kinds of vehicles since the earliest phases of the war.  
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Western intelligence gains haven't stopped there. Ukrainian forces captured an intact jamming pod, part of the SAP 

518-SM Regata electronic warfare suite from a Russian Su-30SM jet. This allows intelligence analysts to look at the 

electronics within, see how it's made and whether it contains any useful data. 

The fire control vehicles can also go with the self-propelled artillery that the Russian forces have abandoned. Ukraine 

has captured three dozen 152-millimeter artillery pieces of various sorts and more than a dozen Grad multiple rocket 

launchers.  

Janovsky said that the artillery could be used to replace some Ukrainian losses. "But since Ukraine has a shortage of 

Soviet-standard artillery ammo, captured ammo is likely to be a lot more useful to Ukraine.” 

Russian President Vladimir Putin is unlikely to overcome fundamental structural challenges in 

attempting to mobilize large numbers of 

Russians to continue his war in Ukraine. 

The “partial mobilization” he ordered on 

September 21 will generate additional 

forces but inefficiently and with high 

domestic social and political costs. The 

forces generated by this “partial 

mobilization,” critically, are very unlikely 

to add substantially to the Russian 

military’s net combat power in 2022. Putin 

will have to fix basic flaws in the Russian 

military personnel and equipment systems 

if mobilization is to have any significant 

impact even in the longer term. His actions 

thus far suggest that he is far more 

concerned with rushing bodies to the 

battlefield than with addressing these 

fundamental flaws. 

The Russian Armed Forces have not been 

setting conditions for an effective large-

scale mobilization since at least 2008 and 

have not been building the kind of reserve force needed for a snap mobilization intended to produce immediate effects 

on the battlefield. There are no rapid solutions to these problems. 

Putin has already conducted at least four attempts at mobilization in the last year, likely draining the pool of available 

combat-ready (and willing) reservists ahead of the “partial mobilization.” 

• The Russian military launched an initiative called the Russian Combat Army Reserve (the Russian acronym is 

BARS) in fall 2021 with the aim of recruiting 100,000 volunteers into an organization that would train them and 

keep them combat-capable while still in the reserves. This effort largely failed, generating only a fraction of its 

target by the time of the Russian invasion in February 2022. 

• The Russian Armed Forces then conducted an involuntary mobilization of part of its regular reserve in 

preparation for the invasion and in parallel with the BARS effort. Details about the pre-invasion call-up are 

scarce, but Western officials reported that the Russian military had recalled “tens of thousands” of reservists to 

fill out units before rolling into Ukraine. 
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• A third, smaller mobilization wave followed the invasion itself, as reports emerged of thousands of reservists 

being called up to make good Russian losses in early March 2022. 

• Putin launched a fourth effort at mobilizing his population for war in June 2022, accelerated in July, with a call 

for the formation of “volunteer battalions.” This undertaking was an ad hoc attempt at crypto mobilization. The 

Kremlin directed all of Russia’s “federal subjects” (administrative units at the province level on the whole) to 

generate at least one volunteer battalion each and to pay enlistment and combat bonuses out of their own 

budgets. This effort has generated a number of volunteer battalions, some of which have fought in Ukraine, 

albeit poorly. 

Russia will mobilize reservists for this conflict. The process will be ugly, the quality of the reservists poor, and their 

motivation to fight likely even worse. But the systems are sufficiently in place to allow military commissars and other 

Russian officials to find people and send them to training units and thence to war.  

But the low quality of the voluntary reserve units produced by the BARS and volunteer battalion efforts is likely a 

reliable indicator of the net increase in combat power Russia can expect to generate in this way. This mobilization will 

not affect the course of the conflict in 2022 and may not have a very dramatic impact on Russia’s ability to sustain its 

current level of effort into 2023.  

The problems undermining Putin’s effort to mobilize his people to fight, finally, are so deep and fundamental that he 

cannot likely fix them in the coming months—and possibly for years. Putin is likely coming up against the hard limits of 

Russia’s ability to fight a large-scale war. 

Retired U.S. General outlines 3 consequences' of Ukraine counteroffensive - Ukraine's counteroffensive in 

Kharkiv has forced Russian troops to withdraw from the region, and the impact of the victory is expected to reverberate 

across the globe, according to a retired U.S. general. 

U.S. Lieutenant General Ben Hodges, who served as the commander of U.S. Army Europe from 2014-2017, said that 

there are three consequences that "come to mind right away" when he thinks about the most recent developments in 

Ukraine. 

• "Number one, obviously, big parts of Ukraine have been liberated, and there's a momentum they can keep 

going," Hodges told the Kyiv Independent on Monday. 

• "The second consequence is that now people around the world, not just in Ukraine, but in Europe, and the 

U.S., start thinking—wow, Ukraine can win," he said. 

Hodges said while he had never doubted the Ukrainian forces' ability to combat the Russian invasion, the idea that 

Moscow would see an "inevitable" win will no longer persist. 

"I think other nations will start saying, hey, we want to help," added Hodges, who has trained Ukrainian soldiers. 

The news out of Kharkiv marked a significant achievement for Ukraine, liberating a reported 3,000 square miles that 

had been occupied by Russia since the Kremlin launched its offensive there in April. 

Over the course of withdrawal from Kharkiv, Russia has lost more than 50 percent of its military personnel and more 

than 200 pieces of equipment, according to the General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

• On Monday, Hodges said the third consequence of the Ukrainian counteroffensive is how the world will change 

its views on Crimea, which is officially part of Ukraine but a center of pro-Russia sentiment. 

"All of a sudden, it looks achievable [to liberate Crimea]," the retired general said. 
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"Soon, [the Ukrainians] will be able to hit Russian targets in Crimea," he added. "And then when they do that every day, 

it's just a matter of time. I think people in Crimea are already starting to leave. They're going across that bridge, getting 

out of there. And I think it's a good thing that they leave that escape route for them to get out, for now." 

He added that in the meantime, he thinks Ukraine should wait to target the bridge because it still serves as an escape 

route for civilians and can be used as leverage for the military. 

Putin’s top cheerleaders panic over Russian army ‘mutiny’ - Russia’s “partial mobilization” cast another 

shadow on the already dire situation its Armed Forces are facing in Ukraine. The situation is so grotesque that even 

Putin’s biggest cheerleaders find themselves trashing the way the mobilization is being conducted. 

Top pro-Kremlin propagandist Vladimir Solovyov and head of RT Margarita Simonyan spent much of the broadcast of 

the state TV show, Sunday Evening With Vladimir Solovyov, by complaining about the issues with the mobilization. 

Solovyov said, “There are panicked calls on my phone, on Margarita’s phone, which shows that a number of people 

involved have forgotten how to do their jobs.” 

Simonyan added that after listening to Putin’s announcement and the follow-up message from Russia’s Defense 

Ministry, she was under the impression that only people with prior military experience were subject to mobilization—

but that’s not what happened. RT’s head said that she knows many people with prior combat experience, but none of 

them received any call-up notices. 

She angrily recounted numerous instances where the new recruits included students, those outside the age limit, 

people with serious illnesses, barbers, teachers, musicians and a single mother of two young children. Among the 

people swept up in the mobilization efforts, Solovyov and Simonyan recounted seeing information about draftees as 

old as 62 and 59 years of age. 

Solovyov brought up another egregious instance, where a severely ill musician was mobilized in Novosibirsk, prompting 

Senator Alexander Karelin to intervene. The recruiter explained that he drafted the musician, because he previously 

made some sort of a complaint against him. The host also mentioned the instance of rusty automatic weapons being 

distributed to new recruits, angrily questioning why that was done. Simonyan chimed in to say that these “small things” 

have a major impact on people. 

Solovyov pointed out: “All of them have phones and they won’t stay silent. If they’re being handed rotten things, if they 

have no helmets, no body armor, no one is going to hide it... I will tell you very politely: don’t play games with people… 

This isn’t some liberal riff-raff, these are our people and I refuse to be silent about it.” Continuing with the same theme, 

Simonyan cautioned: “Comrades Commanders, this is not the time for this... don’t anger the people!” The head of RT 

urged those involved in the process of mobilization to remember the story of the mutiny that occurred on the 

battleship Potemkin, sparked by the crew being fed maggot-infested meat. Simonyan exclaimed: “Let me remind you 

that in 1905, small things like these led to the first mutiny of an entire military unit in the history of our country. Is that 

what you want?” She starkly warned: “You’re toying with armed people.” 

Solovyov bitterly pointed out the split in Russia’s society: “Now we see that we have two sides. One side is being sent 

off as heroes to a people's war, while others are cowardly looking where and how to buy a ticket.” With unconfirmed 

reports claiming that over a quarter of a million Russians have left the country since the mobilization was announced 

last week, Simonyan had a message for those who left: “Good riddance... Just remember, no one is waiting for you 

there. Your money will run out and then you’ll have to come back.” Solovyov revealed that approximately 300 people 

called asking him for advice as to whether they’ll be able to leave the country after September 27, when Russia may 

officially start preventing people of the draft age from departing. There are reports that such measures are already 

being implemented at some international airports and border crossings. 
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Key inflections in ongoing military operations on September 25 - ISW identified three small changes in control 

of terrain in the past 24 hours: 

• Ukrainian forces likely liberated the town of Shevchenko in Donetsk Oblast. 

• Ukrainian forces likely control Maliivka in Kharkiv Oblast. 
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Referendum in four oblasts 

Russia may introduce martial law after sham referendums in Ukraine - Russia may impose martial law in its 

border regions after pseudo-referendums in the occupied territories of Ukraine to stop Russian men from leaving the 

country, LRT reported on Sept. 26, citing Lithuania's Defense Minister Arvydas Anusauskas.  

The day before, Russian news outlet Meduza also reported that Russia might close the borders for draft-age men on 

Sept. 27-28, when Russia's proxies reportedly plan to announce the results of pseudo-referendums on joining Russia in 

Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia oblasts. The sham referendums started in these oblasts on Sept. 23. 

On Sept. 24, Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielus Landsbergis said that his country would not grant asylum to Russian 

men fleeing mobilization. 

Russian collaborator: After 'annexation,' Russia to send Ukrainians from occupied territories to war - 

Russian-installed proxy in the occupied parts of Zaporizhzhia Oblast Yevhen Balytskyi said on Sept. 26 that local 

"volunteers" will join the Russian army in its fight against Ukraine following the sham referendum on joining Russia. 

Along with the mobilization that was 

announced in Russia on Sept. 21, Russian 

occupiers boosted the conscription of 

Ukrainians in the occupied parts of 

Ukraine.  

Russia's proxies in the occupied parts of 

Ukraine's Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and 

Zaporizhzhia oblasts are holding sham 

referendums on joining Russia on Sept. 23-

27, pictured to the right. 

Russia pressing men in occupied 

areas of Ukraine into fight against 

Ukrainian forces - Reports say Russia has 

already begun rounding up men in 

occupied parts of southern and eastern 

Ukraine to compel them to fight their 

countrymen seven months into the Russian invasion in a widely anticipated move that Kyiv has warned is a breach of 

international law. 

The Geneva Conventions forbid occupation forces from compelling the local population to enlist in the occupier's 

armed forces. 

RFE/RL's Ukrainian Service quoted the Moscow-installed leader of annexed Crimea, Sergei Aksyonov, as saying on 

September 25 that his authorities had already delivered 1,200 troops to mainland Ukraine in response to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin's partial-mobilization order on September 21. 

Russian ally Kazakhstan says it won't recognize referendum results from Ukraine - Kazakh Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Aibek Smadiyarov said on September 26 that Astana's attitude to the ongoing referendums in parts of 

Ukraine's Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhya regions, which are under at least the partial control of Russian 

troops, is based on "the principle of countries' territorial integrity." 
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Smadiyarov stressed that Kazakh President Qasym-Zhomart Toqaev had explicitly expressed the Central Asian nation's 

position on the parts of Ukraine's Luhansk and Donetsk regions that have been under Russia-backed separatists' control 

since 2014, as well as in the districts of Ukraine's Zaporizhzhya and Kherson regions, parts of which have been under 

the control of occupying Russian troops since March this year. 

Balkan ally Serbia says it won't recognize Russia's staged votes in occupied Ukraine - Russian ally Serbia 

has said it won't recognize the current votes in Russian-held parts of Ukraine that Kyiv has called "sham" referendums, 

dealing another international blow to the Kremlin's hastily organized effort at consolidating early gains in its 7-month-

old invasion. 

Foreign Minister Nikola Selakovic said on September 25 in Belgrade that "Serbia cannot accept these results" due to its 

commitment to the UN Charter and respect for international law, among other things. 

Doing so "would completely violate our national and state interests, the preservation of sovereignty and territorial 

integrity, and the inviolability of borders," he said. 

Putin 

Putin has ‘unleashed forces’ now that are going to ‘result in his downfall’ - Republican strategist John 

Jordan says Russian President Putin has “unleashed forces” now that are going to result in his downfall. 

“The timing and the form that takes are still unknown right now, but it’s hard to see how he gets out of this,” he told 

Sky News Australia. 

Russian support for Putin is eroding, says Brookings Institution’s Michael O’Hanlon -  

Reaction to Putin’s mobilisation shows Ukraine war ‘not too popular’ among Russians - Curtin University 

political analyst Professor Joe Siracusa says the reaction to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s ordering a partial 

mobilisation shows the Ukraine war is “not too popular” among the “rank and file” Russians. 

“This is typical of calling up tens of thousands of young men, and of course, they are reserving the right to call up 

people up to the age of 35,” Prof Siracusa told Sky News Australia. 

“Some of the governors of these states who are in charge of implementing the call-up have sent out papers to people 

who are 40 years old, so a lot of those people are quite unhappy.” 

Officials say Putin is ‘struggling badly’ based on Russia’s latest actions - US officials said Russia is showing 

signs of “struggling” in its war against Ukraine, evidenced by President Vladimir Putin’s latest nuclear threats, attempts 

to annex parts of the neighboring country, and calls to round up hundreds of thousands of civilians as reservists. 

“What you see inside Russia right now, this call-up of troops, the sham referenda that they’re trying to run in the 

occupied territories ― these are definitely not signs of strength or confidence,” Sullivan said on Sunday. “Quite the 

opposite: They’re signs that Russia and Putin are struggling badly. 

“It will be the Russian people, ultimately who make the determination about how Russia proceeds and the extent to 

which that there is resistance pushback to what Vladimir Putin has tried to do, calling up these hundreds of thousands 

of young men,” he continued. 

Sullivan also said that the US has warned Moscow there would be “catastrophic consequences” if Russia used a nuclear 

weapon in its war against Ukraine, telling Chuck Todd on NBC’s “Meet the Press” that Russia is very aware of what the 
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US would do in response to nuclear weapon use. The White House is taking the threat seriously, according to Sullivan, 

who added that this is not the first time Putin has made a nuclear threat in the current conflict. 

The Russian economy will ‘die by winter’ because of the ‘catastrophic consequences’ of the military 

mobilization, a top Russian economist warns - In the seven months since Russia invaded Ukraine, some have 

argued that the international sanctions levied against Russia weren’t strong enough as Russians continued to travel, 

shop, party—and generally lead a normal life. 

Now, Putin could be the catalyst that brings the war home to Russians and plunges the economy into real catastrophe. 

Last Wednesday, he announced a “partial” mobilization—Russia’s first mobilization decree since World War II—

ordering 300,000 able-bodied men aged 18 to 30 in the military reserves to fight in Ukraine, sparking widespread 

protests across the country.  

Now, Russian economist Vladislav Inozemtsev, the director of Moscow-based think tank the Center for Research on 

Post-Industrial Studies, is warning that Putin’s mobilization will have “truly catastrophic consequences,” including the 

death of the Russian economy and the downfall of Putin’s regime. 

“The Russian economy is going to die by winter, I wrote in early March. Now I was right. The mobilization announced 

on Sept. 21 was a milestone that really divided Russian history into ‘before’ and ‘after’—an event that began the final 

countdown of Putin’s era,” the economist wrote on Sunday for Russian publication The Insider. 

Prior to Putin’s mobilization decree, Inozemtsev agreed with predictions that Russia’s GDP would drop around 4–5% 

this year. But now he believes that Russia’s GDP will drop that much in October alone, and the “next months will only 

consolidate the trend. Now my spring forecast for a 10% fall seems almost too optimistic,” he said. 

The Kremlin’s exclusive focus on mobilization and war efforts means that government funds will be directed to these 

initiatives at the expense of investment in business and the economy, the economist predicts. 

Investments in business will begin to decline sharply, and the Moscow Stock Exchange could dip below 1,500 points 

before year’s end, Inozemtsev wrote.  

“And all this doesn’t take into account…the inevitable new wave of [Western] sanctions that will be announced in the 

near future. We are talking about a much more radical-than-expected displacement of Russia from energy markets and 

a new wave of restrictions on the supply of critical [imports] for the country,” he said.  

The “financial effects of mobilization—in the medium-term—will be significantly greater than the consequences of…the 

war in Ukraine,” Inozemtsev said.  

In Russia’s poorer regions like Buryatia, the economic consequences will be disastrous, as “thousands of families will be 

left without income, and local medium and small businesses will simply die out,” Inozemtsev wrote. 

Russia will also lose at minimum hundreds of thousands of men to the war’s frontline, and 3 to 4 million more will 

“disappear” from the labor market,” he wrote. In Russia’s wealthier cities like Moscow and St. Petersburg, residents 

generally have more resources to leave the country. But Inozemtsev predicts that army officers in the next few days will 

start serving recruitment papers at people’s workplaces, leading many to quit, or simply not show up at their offices, to 

avoid getting a summons. 

“This will be the strongest blow to the economy. Several million people will prefer to quit their jobs so as not to [serve] 

in the army. Meanwhile in large cities… the loss of even a few employees can cause disproportionate damage to the 

economy. Russia is the economy of large cities and companies,” he said. 
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Sanctions 

The UK announced 92 new sanctions in response to Russia-backed authorities imposing "sham 

referendums" in four regions of Ukraine - The British Foreign Office said in a statement on September 26 that the 

referendums, which began last week and run until September 27, are a "desperate attempt to grab land and justify 

their illegal war." 

The statement said that among those hit by the new sanctions are top Russian officials involved in enforcing the votes. 

"Sham referendums held at the barrel of a gun cannot be free or fair and we will never recognize their results. They 

follow a clear pattern of violence, intimidation, torture, and forced deportations in the areas of Ukraine Russia has 

seized," Foreign Secretary James Cleverly said in the statement. 

Seven more crop laden ships leave Ukrainian ports - Seven more ships laden with agricultural produce left 

Ukrainian ports on Sunday, the country’s infrastructure ministry said, bringing the total to 218 since a U.N.-brokered 

corridor through the Black Sea came into force at the start of August. 

Ukraine, a major agricultural producer, was left unable to export through the Black Sea after Russia’s invasion on Feb. 

24 until the agreement of the grain deal, which promises safe passage for ships carrying crops. 

A total of 211 ships with 4.7 million tonnes of agricultural products on board have left Ukraine so far under a deal 

brokered by the United Nations and Turkey to unblock Ukrainian sea ports, the Ukrainian infrastructure ministry said 

on Saturday. Ukraine, as a grain exporter shipped up to 6 million tonnes of grain per month before the war. 

Russian MOEX continues to fall crashing 50% in 2022 - Increased risk of additional sanctions from Western 

countries due to Russia’s ongoing invasion of Ukraine has seen Russian stocks plunging on September 26. Notably, the 

Russian MOEX index fell below 2,000 points for the first time since late February. 

High volatility seemed to be a 

hallmark of Russian stocks in the last 

week as president Putin proclaimed a 

partial mobilization of troops, further 

escalating the conflict in Ukraine. On 

the other hand, diplomats in the EU 

looked to cap oil prices, which have 

since fallen due to demand 

destruction caused by high inflation 

and a growth scare.  

Notable market analysts, like 

Christophe Barraud, Bloomberg’s top 

forecaster, took to Twitter to share 

the pain seen in the Russian MOEX, 

which shed 10% during the early 

trading hours of Monday, September 26. 

Germany proposes ban on EU citizens accepting high-ranking positions in Russian state corporations. 
Berlin has distributed the proposal to EU governments, calling on the EU to add it to its eighth sanctions package, 

reports Süddeutsche Zeitung newspaper. If implemented, the move would mitigate Russia’s “political influence” in EU 
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countries and prevent involvement by EU politicians, such as former Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, in Russian state-

owned businesses. 

Mobilization 

Russia desperately tries to sell its Ukraine war draft as citizens flee - Russia’s recently announced “partial 

mobilization” of men for the Ukraine war brought turmoil to the home front, where everyday citizens were suddenly 

greeted by a conflict many perceived as another country’s problem. Thousands have been detained in anti-mobilization 

protests across the country, including Dagestan and the Sakha Republic, which are among the regions that have been 

heavily targeted for mass recruitment. 

Most state TV programs are promoting the idea that the mobilization is a necessary measure, unconvincingly claiming 

that it’s welcomed by the Russians at large. However, cracks are forming just beneath the surface, since even the most 

enthusiastic pro-Kremlin cheerleaders are unwittingly revealing too much to the alarmed Russian population. 

On Thursday, one day after Russian President Vladimir Putin announced the partial mobilization, Colonel Rustem 

Klupov, a retired military intelligence agent, appeared on the show Full Contact, hosted by Russia’s top propagandist 

Vladimir Solovyov. The host immediately asked Klupov whether he was ready for the mobilization, and he 

enthusiastically confirmed: “Yes, I took out my uniform and ironed it, got it all squared away, got my rapid deployment 

knapsack ready and bought two cans of Spam.” 

Ready, (Un)Steady, Off You Go - The wife of a man mobilized from Lipetsk, Tatyana Dotsenko, cried that her 45-

year-old husband Andrei Kozyrev received his call-up notice on September 22. He was sent to the Belgorod region on a 

bus, was issued a bulletproof vest and a helmet, underwent one day of military exercises and then was told he is going 

to the frontline, having been assigned to the 237th tank regiment. She added: “There were 1,000 of them, and no 

medical examination.” 

Gunman opens fire at Russian draft office, another sets himself on fire in protests against mobilization 

A gunman was detained after opening fire at a military draft office in Russia’s Irkutsk region on Monday, the local 

governor said. Separately, local media reported that a man attempted to set himself on fire at a bus station in the city 

of Ryazan, about 185 km (115 miles) southeast of Moscow, shouting that he did not want to fight in Ukraine. He was 

taken away in an ambulance. 

The man shot a military commissioner at an enlistment center in Siberia who was recruiting soldiers amid rising 

tensions over the Kremlin's unpopular partial military mobilization to support Russia's ongoing unprovoked invasion of 

Ukraine. 

The governor of the Irkutsk region, Igor Kobzev, said on September 26 that the military commissioner, who was shot in 

the city of Ust-Ilimsk, is in grave condition at a local hospital. 

Media reports identified the shooter as having being called to report for mobilization that day. 

Draft offices being attacked by Russian citizens - A number of draft offices have been attacked since Russian 

President Vladimir Putin declared a partial mobilization last Wednesday to bolster Russian forces in Ukraine. 

Protests against the draft took place over the weekend in the regions of Dagestan and Yakutia, both of which have 

supplied disproportionate numbers of soldiers for the war. 

Russians fleeing to Georgia share their experiences of getting out – Sold out flights. Border crossings backed 

up for kilometers. For Russians fleeing President Vladimir Putin's partial military mobilization, it's not so easy to get out. 
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Georgia remains one of the few exits left, with long 

lines of cars stretching for kilometers at the only 

crossing from Russia into Georgia.  

Getting past the Russian border guards is no easy task, 

according to a Russian who made the journey 

successfully. "Regarding the border, it depends on the 

person who you get at passport control. I wasn't asked 

anything. But in the next window, [an official] was 

coming up with lots of questions and insulting 

[travelers], accusing them of leaving the homeland at a 

tough time. They didn't let a few people go on to 

Georgia -- according to my observation, every 20th person was sent back," an unidentified Russian wrote in the 

Telegram chat. 

But many Georgians have little sympathy. "You are only worried about not being killed in Ukraine. You had seven 

months to speak out against the war, but until they knocked on your door, you supported Putin," one person posted in 

the chat group. 

Russia continues crackdown on spreading anti-mobilization protests as draft criticism grows - The 

number of people detained in Russia for protesting against the country's partial military mobilization has risen to nearly 

2,500 people across the country, as prominent pro-Kremlin voices have begun questioning the way the draft is being 

conducted. 

OVD-Info, a human rights group that 

monitors political arrests in Russia, said 

that 2,353 people had been detained as 

of September 25, and at least 141 new 

detentions had been recorded on 

September 26. 

The highest one-day number of 

detentions came on September 21, when 

protests were held in 43 cities 

immediately after the draft was 

announced. 

Kremlin says no decision to close 

borders as many flee Russia to 

avoid military mobilization - Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov says the government does not plan to seal off 

borders as tens of thousands of cars with fleeing Russians, mostly men, cross into Georgia, Finland, Kazakhstan, and 

Mongolia after President Vladimir Putin announced a partial military mobilization to support the ongoing war in 

Ukraine. 

While answering a question about rumors of a possible closure of the borders at a press conference in Moscow on 

September 26, Peskov said, "I am not aware of anything like that." 
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More than 260,00 young Russians have reportedly left Russia in the past few days - Russians continue to 

leave the country in droves, with some local media outlets saying that more than 260,000 have fled since the Kremlin 

announced the partial mobilization last week. 

Previous Mongolian President issues statement - Over the weekend, Mongolia's former president, Tsakhiagiin 

Elbegdorj, issued a video statement on YouTube, calling on Russian citizens of Tyvan, Buryat, and Kalmyk origin to flee 

Russia instead of "killing Ukrainians." 

"I know that since the start of this bloody war, ethnic minorities who live in Russia have suffered the most. The Buryat 

Mongols, the Tyva Mongols, the Kalmyk Mongols have suffered a lot. They have been used as nothing more than 

cannon fodder. Hundreds of them are wounded, thousands of them have been killed. We the Mongols, will meet you 

with open arms and hearts," the former president said. 

Elbegdorj also called on Russian President Vladimir Putin to immediately end the war, saying that Ukraine has a right to 

exist as a free nation. 

Russian military recruitment offices come under attack after draft order - Multiple military recruitment 

offices in Russia have been attacked in the days since Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a "partial 

mobilization" of an estimated 300,000 Russian citizens for the country's war in Ukraine. 

There have been 17 attacks on military recruitment centers and administrative buildings since the mobilization's 

announcement on Wednesday, and 54 such attacks since the start of the war in February, according to Russian 

independent news outlet Mediazona. 

Impacts 

OECD says war in Ukraine to have greater impact on global economy than expected - The Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) says Russia's war in Ukraine, now in its eighth month, will have a 

greater impact on the global economy than previously expected. 

The OECD said on September 26 that it had slashed its growth forecast for the global economy to 2.2 percent in 2023 

from a previous estimate of 2.8 percent. 

"The world economy is paying a high price for Russia’s unprovoked, unjustifiable, and illegal war of aggression against 

Ukraine," the OECD said in a regular report updating its economic outlook. 

"With the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic still lingering, the war is dragging down growth and putting additional 

upward pressure on prices, above all for food and energy. Global GDP stagnated in the second quarter of 2022 and 

output declined in the G20 economies," it added. 

The report said that high inflation is persisting for longer than expected and that in many economies, inflation in the 

first half of 2022 was at its highest since the 1980s. 

"With recent indicators taking a turn for the worse, the global economic outlook has darkened," the OECD said. 

Containment 

Russia’s draft, setbacks mean it’s time for more advanced weapons - Putin’s decision to call up 300,000 

reservists should prod the West to send the longer-range artillery and more technologically advanced weapons that 

Kyiv will need to press its advantage in the harsh winter months ahead, Ukraine’s deputy defense minister said 

Wednesday. 
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Volodymyr Havrylov’s list is topped by the ATACMS, a missile that can outrange the artillery rockets Ukraine is currently 

using, and fighter jets, which Washington has been reluctant to provide out of fear that Russia would escalate the 

nearly seven-month-old war. 

“If we had a capability to destroy the targets of the depots to 60 miles [away], it would be a total disaster for Russia,” 

he said. “That’s why we’re asking for ATACMS,” which has a published range of 180 miles. 

U.S. officials worry that Ukraine would use long-range artillery to strike inside of Russia, which Moscow has said would 

draw escalation. Ukrainian officials have said they need the longer-range missiles to liberate their own territory 

occupied by Russian forces. 

US to speed up nuclear submarine deal with Australia - The US is discussing accelerating the production of 

nuclear submarines to bolster Australia’s defense capabilities in an effort to counter China’s growing military influence 

in the Asia Pacific region, the Wall Street Journal reported. 

Under the plan, the US would provide Australia with the “first few” nuclear subs by mid-2030s to tide Australia over as 

it continues to develop its own production capabilities, the newspaper said, citing Western officials. The proposal — 

not yet approved — is one of several being considered as a means of more quickly securing a nuclear-powered fleet for 

Australia, according to the report. 

In first, Ukraine said to receive Israeli technology via 

Slovenian tanks - Even indirectly, this marks the first time that 

Ukraine will receive IDF technology since the beginning of the 

Russian invasion in February 2022; experts believe the deal won't 

trigger a Russian reaction against Israel. 

Slovenia announced that it will transfer the tanks to Ukraine as 

part of an armament swap with Germany earlier this week. The 

vehicles were built in the 1960s by the Soviet Union, and, according 

to Israeli media reports, were improved in the 1990s by Elbit. 

Even before the Russian invasion of Ukraine started in February, 

Israel’s Defense Ministry prevented the country’s military industries from selling heavy weaponry to Ukraine in an 

effort to avoid antagonizing Russia, an important factor in Israeli security in the Middle East. 

Uzi Rubin, former director of the Israeli Defense Ministry’s Missile Defense Organization, added that in general, foreign 

countries who buy Israeli defense systems and armaments are required to get permission from the Israeli Ministry of 

Defense before selling or transferring the equipment purchased in Israel to third parties. 

U.S. Congress negotiators set $12 bln for new Ukraine aid - Negotiators to a stop-gap spending bill in the U.S. 

Congress have agreed to include about $12 billion in new aid to Ukraine in response to a request from the Biden 

administration, a source familiar with the talks said on Monday. 

The source, asking not to be identified, said the measure will also include resettlement funding for Afghan refugees. 

Earlier this month, U.S. President Joe Biden asked Congress to provide $11.7 billion in new emergency military and 

economic aid for Ukraine. 
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Lithuania delivered 50 M113 armored personnel carriers to Ukraine - 50 M113 armored personnel carriers 

donated by Lithuania have already arrived in Ukraine, and when considering further military support, it will be 

necessary to consult with NATO allies, Lithuanian Defense Minister Arvydas Anusauskas said . 

"As for the military support of Ukraine, Lithuania has 

supported and will continue to support it. Let me 

remind you that literally three days ago our armored 

vehicles, which we sent, reached Ukraine, and now 

50 M113 armored personnel carriers have been 

transferred to this country," Anusauskas told 

reporters following the meeting of the State Defense 

Council (DSO) on Monday. 

The minister also stressed that Lithuania is 

considering further possible support for Ukraine in 

consultation with NATO partners, as the country also 

needs to fulfill its obligations to the Alliance to 

ensure the safety of military personnel stationed in Lithuania. "Our army is a NATO army, its combat effectiveness is 

also important for our allies who are here. As a result, every discussion, if it concerns a reduction in potential, recoil, we 

have to discuss how we will compensate, and with the allies. There are many questions that are not can be resolved 

very quickly," the minister said. 

Netherlands will increase military support to Ukraine, PM says - Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte said that 

his country will increase its support to Ukraine while also backing new sanctions against Russia. 

“More weapons, more sanctions, more isolation of Russia,” Rutte wrote on Twitter. 

“Because of Russia’s mobilization and mock referendums. Protecting Europe is crucial to our security,” he added. 

Ukraine says US decision to provide NASAMS air-defense systems 'Already made' - Ukrainian President 

Zelenskiy has said that the US administration had already decided to provide Ukraine with sophisticated air-defense 

systems known as NASAMS as Kyiv fights off a seven-month-old Russian military invasion, pictured below. 

It is thought to be the first public acknowledgement 

by either side that Ukraine was being given the 

National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile System. 

There was no immediate confirmation from U.S. 

officials of the decision, which reportedly came in 

late August. 

"We absolutely need the US to show leadership and 

give Ukraine the air-defense systems. I want to 

thank President Biden for a positive decision that 

has been already made," Zelenskiy said yesterday. 

Ukrainian officials have reportedly been lobbying for the NASAMS. 

US, partners meeting on Sept. 28 on industrial strategies for arming Ukraine - US and foreign armament 

directors will meet on Sept. 28 to discuss how the international community can keep weapons flowing to Ukraine, 
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including how to mitigate production constraints that have surfaced since Russia invaded Ukraine in February, a senior 

US defense official said today 

Bill LaPlante, the US undersecretary of defense for acquisition and sustainment, will lead the first meeting of national 

armament directors in Brussels, with more than 40 members of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group. Other US officials 

from the Joint Staff, US European Command and the Pentagon’s policy shop will also be in attendance. 

The meeting “will include a call for production support for things like gun barrels, ball bearings, and steel casings,” as 

well as obsolescent parts and microchips, the official said. Both the US and other partner nations have previously 

identified shortfalls in those areas, and the upcoming meeting could provide a venue for countries to discuss potential 

suppliers or joint procurement of such matériel. 

Aside from discussing ongoing production efforts, the official named two other major priorities: 

The need for “Interchangeable systems”—a term the Defense Department is using to describe off-the-shelf systems 

that can be modified in some way to meet Ukrainian capability gaps. 

A long-term sustainment strategy for ensuring that Ukrainian equipment stays in good working order as the war 

proceeds 

“We will also discuss what capabilities Ukraine is likely to need in the future, like long range fires and air defense, and 

how to posture the broad industrial base of the contact group to meet those needs,” the official said. The official 

declined to comment on specific technologies that could be proposed in those categories. 

GeoPolitics 

Kazakhstan to Europe: Let’s be friends - Kazakhstan is pitching itself as the top Eurasian partner for Europe now 

that Russia has become a pariah state. 

Despite having friendly relations with Moscow, the Central Asian country is careful to avoid being seen as purely a 

Russian ally and wants to let the West know that it's open for business. 

“Kazakhstan is tied to Russia by millions of human ties and by very strong commercial, economic and political ties,” 

Deputy Foreign Minister Roman Vassilenko told POLITICO. “At the same time, Kazakhstan has maintained relations with 

Ukraine.” 

Since the war broke out, Kazakhstan has had to delicately balance its relationship with Moscow and Europe, risking the 

ire of both. 

Lukashenka reportedly in Russia to meet Putin - Local media are reporting that Belarus's authoritarian leader, 

Alyaksandr Lukashenka, has flown to Russia to meet with President Vladimir Putin. 

No details of the September 26 meeting were given. 

Belarus has been a close ally of Russia during its war in Ukraine. 

Lukashenka has allowed Putin to use Belarusian territory to stage attacks on Ukraine since the Kremlin launched its 

invasion on February 24. 

Comment – The question is “What is he doing in Moscow?” Putin may be exerting extreme pressure on him to advance 

into Ukraine from the north so as to divert Ukrainian forces away from Russian fronts further south. 
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Russia’s FSB reports to have detained Japan’s Consulate General Consul ‘while he was receiving 

information of restricted distribution’ - Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) has said to have detained the 

Consul of Japan’s Consulate General in Vladivostok Motoki Tatsunori “while he was receiving information of restricted 

distribution,” reports Russia’s state news agency TASS, citing FSB. 

According to FSB, the consul was detained “while he was receiving information of restricted distribution about the 

current aspects of Russia’s cooperation with one of the countries of the Asia-Pacific region and the impact of the 

Western sanctions policy on the economic situation in the Primorsky region in exchange for money.” The Japanese 

diplomat admitted his guilt.  

The Russian side lodged a protest with the Japanese side through diplomatic channels, while the consul was declared 

persona non grata, TASS adds. 

Nuclear 

US warns Russia of 'Catastrophic' consequences of nuclear strike - The US has warned Russia privately of 

"catastrophic" consequences if it uses nuclear weapons as part of the Ukraine invasion, top US officials said. 

Putin made a thinly veiled threat to use nuclear arms in a speech Wednesday in which he announced the mobilization 

of reservists following Ukrainian gains on the ground. 

Secretary of State Blinken, in an interview broadcast Sunday, confirmed reports that the United States has sent private 

warnings to Russia to steer clear of nuclear war. 

"We have been very clear with the Russians publicly, and, as well as privately, to stop the loose talk about nuclear 

weapons," Blinken told the CBS News program "60 Minutes" in New York on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly. 

"It's very important that Moscow hear from us and know from us that the consequences would be horrific. And we've 

made that very clear," Blinken said. 

"Any use of nuclear weapons would have catastrophic effects for, of course, the country using them, but for many 

others as well." 

Jake Sullivan, President Joe Biden's national security advisor, said in a separate interview Sunday that the United States 

has warned Russia at "very high levels" of "catastrophic consequences" for using nuclear arms. 

The United States and its allies would "respond decisively," Sullivan said on CBS's "Face the Nation." 

"We have been clear and specific about what that will entail." 

Comment – We can be sure that China, the UK and the EU, among others, have similarly but quietly impressed upon 

Putin the folly of any nuclear talk and especially use thereof. 

The Kremlin says it is in sporadic contact with Washington over nuclear issues - The Kremlin said it was in 

“sporadic” contact with Washington on nuclear issues after the two traded threats concerning the use of nuclear 

weapons, Reuters reported. 

Washington over the weekend warned of “horrific consequences” and a decisive U.S. response if Putin were to make 

good on his threat of using nuclear weapons to defend Russian territory. That territory, in Putin’s eyes, may soon 

include areas of Ukraine occupied by Russian forces, where Moscow is now staging highly-criticized referendums to join 

the Russian Federation. 
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Ukrainian and Western officials are deriding the votes as a sham with a pre-determined outcome in favor of Russia, 

which they warn could give Putin a pretext to use nuclear weapons in order to attack forces trying to retake them for 

Ukraine. 

Preventing a nuclear launch 39 years ago - On September 26, 1983, the planet came terrifyingly close to a 

nuclear holocaust. 

The Soviet Union’s missile attack early warning system displayed, in large red letters, the word “LAUNCH;” a computer 

screen stated to the officer on duty, Soviet Lt. Col. Stanislav Petrov, that it could say with “high reliability” that an 

American ICBM had been launched and was headed toward the Soviet Union. First, it was just one missile, but then 

another, and another, until the system reported that a total of five Minuteman ICBMs had been launched. 

“Petrov had to make a decision: Would he report an incoming American strike?” my then-colleague Max Fisher 

explained. “If he did, Soviet nuclear doctrine called for a full nuclear retaliation; there would be no time to double-

check the warning system, much less seek negotiations with the US.” 

Petrov did not report the incoming strike. He and others on his staff concluded that what they were seeing was a false 

alarm. And it was; the system mistook the sun’s reflection off clouds for a missile. Petrov prevented a nuclear war 

between the Soviets, who had 35,804 nuclear warheads in 1983, and the US, which had 23,305. 

Comment – We mentioned in yesterday’s Update about this incident. 

Petrov was not the only Russian official who’s saved the world. On October 27, 1962, Vasili Arkhipov, a Soviet navy 

officer, was in a nuclear submarine near Cuba when US naval forces started dropping depth charges (a kind of explosive 

targeting submarines) on him. Two senior officers on the submarine thought that a nuclear war could’ve already begun 

and wanted to launch a nuclear torpedo at a US vessel. But all three senior officers had to agree for the missile to fire, 

and Arkhipov dissented, preventing a nuclear exchange and potentially preventing the end of the world. 

Even more recently, on January 25, 1995, Russian early warning radars suggested that an American first strike was 

incoming. President Boris Yeltsin was alerted and given a suitcase with instructions for launching a nuclear strike at the 

US. Russian nuclear forces were given an alert to increase combat readiness. Yeltsin eventually declined to launch a 

counterstrike — which is good, because this was another false alarm. It turns out that Russian early warning systems 

had picked up a Norwegian-US joint research rocket, launched by scientists studying the northern lights. 

There is hope! 


