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Conflict Update # 119 

July 13th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

The Kremlin likely ordered Russian 
“federal subjects” (regions) to form 

volunteer battalions to deploy to Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted failed 
ground assaults north of Slovyansk and 

around Bakhmut. 

Russian forces continued air and 

artillery strikes around Siversk and west 

of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces continued targeting 

Ukrainian rail lines on the Eastern Axis. 

Russian forces attempted limited and 

unsuccessful ground assaults north of 

Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces prioritized defensive 
operations on the Southern Axis as 

Ukrainian forces continued targeting 

ammunition depots. 

Russian occupation authorities are 

increasing financial incentives for civilians 

working in occupied Ukraine. 

Russian occupation authorities may 

be setting conditions to forcibly relocate 

Ukrainian children in occupied territories 

to Crimea. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued artillery and air strikes as well as limited ground 

assaults but failed to gain territory north and east of Slovyansk on July 13. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces repelled Russian advances towards Ivanivka, Dolyna, and Dovhenke northwest of Slovyansk near the 

E40 highway. Russian forces struck the Slovyansk-Lyman rail and road bridges near Raihorodok, northeast of Slovyansk 

on the T0514 highway. Russian combat footage appears to show at least one of the two bridges destroyed. It is unclear 

whether Russian forces fully destroyed both bridges as of this publication. These bridges—if intact—could have allowed 
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Russian forces to advance on Slovyansk from the 

northeast as well as from the north and 

northwest.  Their destruction would indicate the 

Russians have abandoned the idea of such an 

advance for reasons that are not clear.  Russian 

forces may strike these bridges to prevent 

Ukrainian forces from using the bridges to 

conduct a counterattack on Lyman, but such a 

decision would reflect a surprisingly defensive 

mindset on the axis that is the current main 

offensive operation of the Russian military in 

Ukraine. Russian forces conducted an airstrike 

near Mazanivka northwest of Slovyansk. Russian 

forces continued shelling areas to the northwest 

and northeast of Slovyansk, including Dolyna, 

Krasnopillia, and Donetske. 

Russian forces continued artillery strikes near 

Siversk but did not attempt any ground assaults 

in this area on July 13. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Russian forces shelled areas 

including Siversk, Serebryanka, and Ivano-

Darivka and conducted airstrikes on 

Verkhnokamyanske and Spirne. Luhansk 

People’s Republic (LNR) Assistant to Interior 

Minister Vitaly Kiselyov amplified the UK 

Defense Ministry’s assessment that Russian 

forces intend to seize Siversk within the coming 

week, which may indicate that such is indeed the 

Russian intent, although Kiselyov is not an official 

or reliable spokesman for Russian military 

operations. Contrarily, Russian military 

correspondent Boris Rozhin claimed that fighting is ongoing near Serebryanka northeast of Siversk and that Russian forces 

intend to bypass Siversk from the north. While ISW cannot verify these claims, they indicate if true that Russian forces 

intend to advance from Hryhorivka west to Serebryanka before advancing on Siversk. 

Russian forces conducted failed ground assaults east of Bakhmut on July 13. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 

Ukrainian forces repelled Russian ground assaults towards Yakolivka northeast of Bakhmut and Vesela Dolyna and 

Vershyna to the southeast. Ukrainian forces also forced a Russian reconnaissance-in-force group to withdraw near 

Pokrovske. Kiselyov claimed that Russian forces reached the outskirts of Soledar northeast of Bakhmut and west of the 

Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway, but ISW has not been able to independently verify these claims. 

Russian forces continued firing on Ukrainian rail networks on the Eastern Axis on July 13. Russian forces shelled Raiske, 

situated along the Ukrainian railway connecting Kramatorsk, Chasiv Yar, and Bakhmut to central Ukraine. Russian forces 

reportedly shelled the Stupky Rail Station on the northern outskirts of Bakhmut. Russian forces likely intend to interdict 

Ukrainian rail networks to set conditions for an eventual assault on Slovyansk and Kramatorsk. 
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Russian forces continued firing on Ukrainian positions west of Donetsk City on July 13. The Ukrainian General Staff 

reported that Russian forces continued to shell with less intensity than usual along the line of contact west of Donetsk 

City, including Avdiivka, Mariinka, and Novomykhailivka. Russian forces also conducted airstrikes on Avdiivka, Kamyanka, 

and Novomykhailivka. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - 

Russian forces continued to conduct limited and 

unsuccessful ground assaults northwest of 

Kharkiv City on July 13. The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 

another Russian attack on Dementiivka and 

noted that units of the Western and Eastern 

Military Districts continue to maintain defensive 

positions on the Kharkiv City axis.  

The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that 

Russian forces neutralized a Ukrainian sabotage 

and reconnaissance group in the area of 

Dementiivka, but ISW cannot independently 

verify if Russian forces recaptured territory in 

Dementiivka’s vicinity. The Ukrainian General 

Staff also stated that Russian helicopters 

launched airstrikes on Petrivka and Verkhniy 

Saltiv, both northeast of Kharkiv City. Russian 

forces continued to shell Kharkiv City and 

settlements northeast, northwest, and 

southeast of the city. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces continued to undertake 

defensive operations across the Southern Axis 

amidst Ukrainian strikes on Russian ammunition 

depots.  

The Kherson Oblast Administration reported 

that local residents observed Russian forces 

fortifying the Antoniv Bridge over the Dnipro 

River, just east of Kherson City, which may 

indicate Russian preparations for Ukrainian 

counteroffensives all the way to Kherson City.  

Russian forces will likely attempt to defend the 

bridge to preserve their access to the western bank of the Dnipro River. Geolocated footage showed that Russian forces 

deployed Tochka-U tactical ballistic missile systems to Melitopol, reportedly in response to the increase of Ukrainian 

strikes on occupied territories. 

Ukrainian forces continued to target Russian ammunition depots along Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) 

on the T2207 highway on July 12 and July 13. The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian 

aircraft struck a Russian ammunition depot in Novopetrivka (near the Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast border) and 
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launched missile strikes on a Russian 

manpower concentration point in 

Chkalove (approximately 65km northeast 

of Kherson City), both settlements situated 

along the T2207. The Ukrainian Southern 

Operational Command also reported that 

Ukrainian forces again struck a Russian 

ammunition depot in Chornobaivka. 

Russian forces continued to shell Ukrainian 

positions along the Kherson-Mykolaiv and 

Kherson-Dnipropetrovsk Oblast borders 

and settlements on the Zaporizhia Oblast 

frontline. Russian forces reportedly 

launched missile strikes onto an industrial 

facility in Zaporizhia City, a farm in Odesa 

Oblast, and social infrastructure in the 

Bereznhuvatskyi district in Mykolaiv 

Oblast.  

Dnipropetrovsk Oblast Administration 

Head Dmytro Reznichenko also reported 

that Russian MLRS struck Nikopol, 

Chervonohryhorivka, and Myrove, all 

situated on the northern side of the 

Kakhovske Reservoir. 

Mobilization and Force Generation 

Efforts - Russian forces continued to 

recruit and form additional regional 

volunteer battalions throughout Russia on 

July 13.  

Kazan regional news outlet Biznes Online reported that the Republic of Tatarstan established and dispatched the “Alga” 

volunteer battalion for a month-long training program before committing it to the “special military operation” in Ukraine. 

The Republic will deploy two volunteer battalions in total and pay servicemen 2,000 rubles (approximately $34) per day 

in addition to a one-time 260,000 ruble payment (approximately $4,450) for enlisting out of the republic’s budget.  

The Russian Defense Ministry will reportedly pay servicemen a starting monthly salary of 170,000 rubles (approximately 

$2,900). Biznes Online estimated that each battalion will have over 400 servicemen, and reported that 300 to 350 men 

already have already passed the selection process for the second volunteer battalion “Timer.” Russian opposition outlet 

Meduza reported that Moscow officials began recruitment for the newly-established “Sobyanskiy Polk” regiment on July 

1 and are offering over 200,000 rubles per month (approximately $3,400) to volunteers out of the Moscow City budget.  

Meduza noted that men from regions other than Moscow City predominantly registered for the “Sobyanskiy Polk” as of 

July 13. Meduza stated that former commander of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Militia Roman Vysotsky is one of 

the recruiters for “Sobyanskiy Polk,” but it is unclear if the regiment will merge with DNR forces. Ukraine’s Conflict 

Intelligence Team (CIT) obtained a document stating that Krasnoyarsk Krai allocated 120 million rubles (approximately 

two million dollars) to recruit 400 servicemen from the region. 
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Activity in Russian-occupied - Russian occupation authorities are increasing financial incentives for Russian civilians 

working in occupation governments in Kherson and Zaporizhia Oblasts.  

The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported today that Russian authorities now recognize civilians who deployed to 

occupied territories as veterans, entitling them to pensions, in order to draw more civilians into working in occupied 

Ukraine. The report additionally stated that Russian occupation authorities are importing Russian infrastructure workers 

to Mariupol due to personnel shortages. ISW cannot independently verify these claims. However, if true, this report 

indicates that Russian occupation authorities are facing issues recruiting civilians to work in occupied southern Ukraine 

severe enough to warrant paying out long-term pensions for short-term deployments. 

Russian occupation authorities may be setting conditions to forcibly transport Ukrainian children in occupied territories 

to Crimea to coerce Ukrainians into collaborating with the occupation government. The Ukrainian Kherson Oblast 

Administration reported that the Russian-backed government in occupied Kherson Oblast will only open 20% of available 

schools for the school year starting on September 1, 2022, and that occupation authorities will transport Ukrainian 

children to the Nakimovsky Naval School in Sevastopol, Crimea for education instead of schools in occupied Kherson. 

 While ISW cannot verify these claims, separating children from their parents (likely involuntarily) would allow Russian 

occupation authorities to threaten to harm the children if the parents do not cooperate. The report also states that the 

Russia-backed government forced Kherson Oblast teachers to travel to Crimea for training, likely to further increase 

civilian compliance with the occupation government in Kherson.  

The Ukrainian Resistance Center also reported that Russian occupation authorities in Kherson Oblast are considering 

further delaying the referendum for Russian annexation because the lack of local cooperation prevents the occupation 

authorities from gathering enough data to launch the referendum. 

Russian forces continue to face desertion and morale problems. The Ukrainian Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration 

reported that about 60 Russian servicemen deserted due to fear of Ukrainian artillery strikes on Zaporizhia Oblast and 

noted that the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) is searching for deserters in occupied settlements in the region. 

Russian outlet Baza reported that an unknown man threw two Molotov Cocktails at a military recruitment center in 

Mozhaysk, Moscow Oblast on July 13. 

Ukrainian forces strike Russian depot in Kherson region - Kyiv launched artillery barragesthat destroyed a 

Russian arms depot in Ukraine's southern Kherson region, Ukrainian military officials said. 

Officials said that Ukraine carried out a "special operation" to free military captives in the region, which is under Russian 

control. The strikes destroyed artillery, armored vehicles and a "warehouse with ammunition in the town of Nova 

Kakhovka, the officials said. 

Russian-backed authorities in the occupied Kherson region accused Ukrainian forces of damaging civilian infrastructure 

and killing at least seven people. 

"Warehouses were hit, as were shops, a pharmacy, petrol stations and even a church," the head of Moscow's civilian-

military administration in the Kherson region, Vladimir Leontiev, said on Telegram. 

The deputy head of the Russian-backed administration in Kherson, Ekaterina Gubareva, said Kyiv had used US-supplied 

long-range, precision artillery systems in the strikes on Nova Kakhovka. 

"The occupiers have already felt very well what modern artillery is and they will not have a safe rear anywhere on our 

land," Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in his evening address, referring to heavy weaponry supplied by the 

West. 
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Ukrainian forces target separatist stronghold with US weapons - Ukrainian forces shelled the pro-Russian 

separatist stronghold of Luhansk using US-supplied weapons, a separatist representative said. 

The shelling with the high mobility artillery rocket system (HIMARS) launcher was confirmed by separatist representative 

Andrey Marochko on the Telegram news channel and by the Ukrainian military. 

The head of the Ukrainian military administration for the Luhansk region, Serhii Haidai, said the attack was concentrated 

on pro-Russian separatist military depots. 

There were no immediate reports of casualties. 

With US warning about Iranian-Russian drone sales, Ukraine conflict comes to the Middle East - As much 

as Washington has wanted to put the Middle East to the 

side in recent years, geopolitics always seem to bring 

things back to the region. 

The latest: just as President Joe Biden is traveling to Israel 

and Saudi Arabia, US National Security Advisor Jake 

Sullivan told press that Iran is preparing to send 

“hundreds” of military drones to Russia to help Moscow 

continue its invasion of Ukraine. 

“Our information indicates that the Iranian government 

is preparing to provide Russia with up to several hundred 

UAVs, including weapons-capable UAVs on an expedited timeline,” Sullivan said Monday, adding that Iranian forces could 

begin training Russians within the month on the capabilities. More details — such as what systems Iran could be sending 

and how many could end up in Russian hands quickly, versus down the road — were not provided by the White House. 

Israeli defense sources say the Iranians will have to tap into operational stocks to give that quantity of systems to the 

Russians; while that could mean a slow-down in regional operations for Iran, the Israeli sources believe Iran sees this as 

an “investment” in relations with Russia, that might benefit Iranian operations in Syria in the future.  

Effectiveness of Ukraine's HIMARS Fuels Concern in Russia - Pro-Kremlin figures have expressed rare public 

concern after Western-supplied weapons allowed Ukraine to carry out a series of successful attacks on Russian targets 

far behind the frontlines. 

The M142 High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems (HIMARS), which the United States started sending to Ukraine last 

month, appear to have been most effective at damaging Russian military positions.    

Russia has suffered “large losses in both men and equipment” in less than a week, according to Igor Girkin, a former 

commander of separatist forces in eastern Ukraine.   

“The Russian air defense systems… turned out to be ineffective against massive strikes by HIMARS missiles,” Girkin, who 

also goes by the alias Strelkov, wrote on messaging app Telegram on Sunday. 

Alexander Sladkov, a prominent war correspondent for state-run broadcaster Rossia 1, said Monday that Ukraine had 

successfully attacked Russian command centers.  

“Ukrainian missiles and artillery have struck decision-making centers several times. With results. The centers are small 

but important,” Sladkov said on Telegram. 
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HIMARS can hit targets up to 70 kilometers away, meaning Ukrainian troops can deploy the wheeled, high-tech 

lightweight rocket launcher outside the range of most Russian artillery.  

Reports from authorities in separatist- and Russian-occupied areas of Ukraine also indicate that attacks are becoming 

both more frequent, and more deadly. 

Russia Is Sending Untrained Reserve to Fight in Ukraine - As Russia's invasion of Ukraine begins to approach its 

fifth month, it has shown no signs of winding down or becoming any less resource-consuming for either Russia or Ukraine.  

Recent British intelligence reports that Russia is assembling large quantities of reserve forces near Ukraine to support its 

future operations has raised questions outside of Russia as to what reserve forces Russia can draw upon at this stage of 

its invasion, and what the quality of such forces might actually be. 

Impacts 

Ukraine's harvest becomes the new battlefield, as fires blacken its arable heartlands - Across Ukraine, in 

the shimmering heat, one sight is becoming familiar this summer: Combine harvesters sweeping across fields of grain in 

a race against fast-spreading fires. 

The conflict's front lines straddle some of Ukraine's richest farmland. Whether caused by accident or intention, the fires 

darkening the summer sky are eating into a harvest that was always going to be tough to collect and even tougher to 

export. 

Pavlo Serhienko is in the crosshairs of this battle. The 24-year-old is the third generation of his family to run a farm in the 

Vasylivka district of Zaporizhzhia. Since his father died from coronavirus, Serhienko is managing the 3,000-hectare farm 

on his own. 

But nearly half the land is now too dangerous to cultivate, he told CNN on Saturday. 

"We can't even get there. It is either mined or near the occupied territories, literally the front line. We had occupiers on 

part of the fields." Serhienko has literally seen his family's business go up in smoke. 

"For the last four days, all our knees are covered in blood, we are extinguishing [fires in] the fields. They [the Russians] 

especially hit the fields -- fields with wheat and barley -- every day." 

He said in the past few days he had lost 30 hectares of wheat, and 55 hectares of barley. And "those 1,200 hectares I 

can't reach are also burning. But what can I do? I won't even go there." 

The sowing season was just as dangerous. "We sowed a field of 40 hectares. We had to leave the field four times to finish 

it. Every time we left, they shelled the place instantly. Once there were 23 mortar hits." 

Ukrainian officials are in no doubt that part of Russia's strategy is to destroy Ukraine's agricultural wealth. 

Last week, police in the southern Kherson region, one of Ukraine's most productive arable areas, opened criminal 

proceedings over "the purposeful destruction" of crops by the Russian military. 

The police accused Russian forces of "shelling agricultural land with incendiary shells. Large-scale fires occur every day, 

hundreds of hectares of wheat, barley and other grain crops have already burned." 

"In order to save at least part of the harvest, the villagers work on machinery next to a wall of fire," the police said. 
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Ukraine hopes to increase grain exports via Danube - Kyiv says it could increase grain exports by 500,000 tons by 

reopening the Bystre river mouth after recapturing Snake Island. Ukraine is discussing increased crossings with Romanian 

officials. 

EU refuses to recognize new Russian passports for Ukrainians - The European Union will continue to not 

recognize new Russian passports issued to Ukrainians, the bloc's top diplomat Josep Borrell said on Wednesday. 

Borrell said on Twitter the move "is yet another flagrant violation" of Ukraine's sovereignty. 

On Monday, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a decree to expand eligibility rules for Russian passports to residents 

living in all parts of Ukraine. Previously this was limited to breakaway regions in eastern Ukraine controlled by Moscow-

backed separatists, in a policy dating back to 2019. 

Anti-Russian sentiment predicted to rise in occupied Ukraine - Ukrainians living under Russian occupation have 

been pushing back, and their resistance is likely to increase, according to British intelligence. 

"Anti-Russian sentiment in occupied Ukraine is leading to Russian and pro-Russian officials being targeted," the UK 

defense ministry said in its daily update on the war. 

"The Russian-appointed administration in Velykyy Burluk [near Kharkiv] acknowledged that one of its mayors was killed 

on 11 July 2022 by a car bombing," the UK Defense Ministry said. "The targeting of officials is likely to escalate, 

exacerbating the already significant challenges facing the Russian occupiers and potentially increasing the pressure on 

already reduced military and security formations." 

The ministry also pointed to the recent fast-track process for Ukrainians to become Russian citizens, and a new scheme 

to establish sister cities between Ukraine and Russia, as evidence of Russian administrators "[seeking] to undermine the 

legitimacy of the Ukrainian state." 

Freighters Arrive in Ukrainian Ports to Begin Shipping Grain - Sixteen empty container ships docked at Ukrainian 

ports south of Odesa on Tuesday, part of the country’s and western allies’ effort to transport agricultural goods stockpiled 

due to Russia’s naval blockade of the Black Sea coast, Ukraine’s Ministry of Infrastructure said. 

The 16 vessels had navigated the Danube River from inland Europe and entered the Black Sea through Romania, the 

Infrastructure Ministry said in a statement on its Facebook page. Another 90 ships were awaiting in Romania. 

Ukrainian ports along the Black Sea have been essentially idle since Russia’s invasion began on Feb. 24. 

Peace Talks 

Ukraine seeks 'full liberation' of Russian-occupied cities, won't trade territory for peace - Ukrainian Foreign 

Minister Dmytro Kuleba said the military is "planning and preparing for full liberation" of Russian-occupied cities near the 

country's Black Sea coast. 

"We are fighting for our freedom, for our territorial integrity, and we want peace," Kuleba told the Associated Press in 

Istanbul, ahead of a much-anticipated meeting regarding grain shipments. "This war was imposed on us. This was not our 

choice." 

"The objective of Ukraine in this war... is to liberate our territories, restore our territorial integrity, and full sovereignty 

in the east and south of Ukraine," he told reporters, ruling out that Kyiv would cede territory to Russia as part of a peace 

deal. 
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Kuleba also accused Russia of attempting to annex key port cities like Mariupol and Kherson by imposing its own school 

curriculum, circulating the ruble, and offering Russian passports to civilians in those areas. 

"I’m pretty confident that once these territories are liberated, the vast majority of people will burn their Russian 

passports quietly in their fireplaces," he said. 

German foreign minister: Negotiations with Russia not an option now - German Foreign Minister Annalena 

Baerbock said she does not currently see peace talks with Moscow as an option to end Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

"What can you negotiate about with someone who is not even ready to agree with the International Committee of the 

Red Cross to let civilians flee?" she said in an interview with Stern magazine. 

Baerbock rejected calls from a group of high-profile Germans in a recent open letter for an immediate ceasefire and talks. 

"If I were a Ukrainian, I would find that letter naive, disturbing and arrogant," she said. "What right does the German 

foreign minister have to decide for Ukraine which part of their country they should please give up, how many millions of 

their citizens to submit to Russian rule?" 

Baerbock added that she has not had direct contact with her Russian counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, since Russia began its 

war against Ukraine. 

Lavrov and Baerbock both attended the G20 foreign ministers' conference in Balilast week, but he left without listening 

to Baerbock's speech. 

Sanctions 

Russia launches new chartered ships to trade commodities with China and India as wartime sanctions 

block typical supply chains - Russia is set to smooth out trade with India and China as some Russian companies have 

launched chartered ships to ferry commodities between the countries, according to a report from the Economic Times.  

Russia and India have launched the cargoes for easier delivery of critical raw materials, the report said, as wartime 

sanctions from the West have blocked the typical supply chains.  

Additionally, China-based Swift Transport Group and Russian cargo company Inteco have collaborated on a shipping 

service between ports in Russia's far east and China, sources told the Economic Times. 

Western sanctions against Russia have dissuaded some countries from doing business with Moscow, and some 

companies are self-sanctioning. 

Russia is seeking to boost alternate trade partners. And during a speech at the Caspian Summit in June, Russian President 

Vladimir Putin said Russia is pushing into the Caspian region with new port infrastructure. 

Putin 

Putin cronies fed up with him, weighing replacements - Putin’s closest Kremlin cronies are said to have lost 

confidence in the strongman and are discussing among themselves who will replace him, according to a new bombshell 

report. 

The Kremlin cabal has already drawn up a list of potential candidates to replace Putin, including former President Dmitry 

Medvedev, Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin, and Sergei Kirienko, the president’s deputy chief of staff, the Russian-English 

news website Meduza reported, citing several sources close to the leader’s regime. 
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As of late, Kirienko has been in constant communication with Putin about the situation in Ukraine’s hotly contested 

Donbas region and the economy, and he is widely considered to be a member of the president’s “inner circle.” 

This regime-change talk comes against the backdrop of persistent — yet unconfirmed — rumors that Putin has terminal 

cancer and a host of other serious illnesses. 

Another source claimed that three months into Russia’s war with Ukraine, the dissatisfaction with Putin is growing among 

the country’s moneyed elites, who have been hit hard by five consecutive rounds of sanctions, with a sixth on the way. 

“Almost no one is happy with Putin,” the source told the outlet. “[The business community] and many members of the 

government are unhappy that the president started the war without considering the scale of the sanctions.” 

Humanitarian 

Is Putin provoking a mass exodus towards the EU? - Although the Kremlin hasn't said as much, it's safe to assume 

that Putin sees the end of aid deliveries as a means of putting pressure on EU states as well as Turkey. What do people 

do when they face possible starvation? They flee, and they flee to where they can expect help. As things stand, that's 

Turkey to a degree, but above all the onus is on the EU. 

For Turkey, whose economy is being battered by soaring inflation, as well as for the EU states, which have been squeezed 

in many respects by the Ukraine war — and who have not always seen eye to eye on refugee policies — the scenario of 

taking in millions of additional refugees is the stuff of nightmares. 

The EU just about coped with the refugee situation in 2015, but a further surge could have devastating consequences 

politically, especially with the expected resurgence of right-wing populist parties. Their renewed strengthening in Europe 

would be the perfect scenario for Putin. After all, their leaders feel a strange fascination and fixation with the politics of 

cold power — witness their barely veiled expressions of understanding toward Moscow. 

US calls for immediate halt to Russian deportations in Ukraine - The United States called on Russia to 

immediately release Ukrainians it has forced out of their home country and allow outside observers. According to reports, 

Moscow was putting Ukrainian children up for adoption and "disappearing" thousands of others. 

"The unlawful transfer and deportation of protected persons is a grave breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention on the 

protection of civilians and is a war crime," US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said. 

"Estimates from a variety of sources, including the Russian government, indicate that Russian authorities have 

interrogated, detained and forcibly deported between 900,000 and 1.6 million Ukrainian citizens, including 260,000 

children, from their homes to Russia — often to isolated regions in the Far East," Blinken said. 

The 1949 Geneva Conventions, which define international legal standards for humanitarian treatment in conflict, prohibit 

mass forcible transfers of civilians during 

Russia, Ukraine To Hold More Talks Next Week Over Grain Exports - Military delegations from Russia and 

Ukraine have made enough progress in talks on resolving their dispute over blocked grain exports to hold new talks in 

Turkey next week, the Turkish defense minister said. 

Hulusi Akar said in a statement on July 13 after the talks that they agreed on "joint controls" at ports and on ways to 

"ensure the safety of the transfer routes" across the Black Sea. 

After the meeting next week in Turkey, "all the details will be reviewed once again and the work we have done will be 

signed," Akar said. 
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The Russian and Ukrainian military delegations held the meeting in Istanbul in an attempt to break an impasse over grain 

exports that has helped send global food prices soaring. 

Containment 

Switchblade: A Quick, Lethal Kamikaze Drone Going To War In Ukraine - The AeroVironment Switchblade 

drone comes in two different variants. The more common variant is the 300, and its heavier counterpart is the 600. The 

300 is extremely portable, measuring two feet and just six pounds; it launches from a tube with compressed air. The 

Switchblade 300 is so small and lightweight that a single infantry troop can carry it in his pack. Transportable and quite 

easy to launch, the Switchblade 300 has proved its value as a tool for troops engaging with long-range targets or needing 

to quell enemy fire. 

While most call the Switchblade a drone, the system is officially referred to as a loitering munition because, unlike a 

drone, the Switchblade is unrecoverable. It is really a kamikaze device. 

An Unrecoverable Missile 

Once launched, a weapon has a range of 6.2 miles and an operating window of 10 minutes. These limitations make the 

Switchblade ill-equipped for use in a scouting role. Its only purpose is to act as an unrecoverable missile. “Through the 

Switchblade’s color camera and GPS, a human operator uses a Ground Control Station to select and engage targets,” I 

wrote in May. “Alternatively, the Switchblade can be pre-programmed to conduct a mission on autopilot, although the 

preset detonation can be called off within four seconds of impact.” 

Comment – We have reported on existing switchblade loitering munitions in previous Updates as to their supply into 

Ukraine and their effective use by the Ukrainians. 

More than 40 nations call on Russia to stop war in Ukraine - At the UN, dozens of countries from around the 

world called on Russia to halt the war in Ukraine. These included the United States, members of the European Union and 

countries in Asia. 

In a statement, these 40 countries said they supported Ukraine's proceedings before the International Court of Justice 

seeking "to establish that Russia has no lawful basis to take military action in Ukraine on the basis of unsubstantiated 

allegations of genocide." 

This alludes to Russia's stated justification early in the war that it invaded to halt what it called a "genocide" in pro-

Russian areas of eastern Ukraine. 

"We reiterate that Russia must be held accountable for its actions. In this regard, we consider that Russia's violations of 

international law engage its international responsibility," the statement said. 

It also added that "the losses and damage suffered by Ukraine as a result of Russia's violations of international law require 

full and urgent reparation by Russia." 

EU agrees on €1 billion in Ukraine support, €8 billion to go - Two months after the European Commission 

proposed urgent macro-financial assistance of up to €9 billion to keep the Ukrainian state solvent, EU finance ministers 

on Tuesday (12 July) gave the go-ahead for €1 billion in financial help that is backed by the EU budget. 

The rest of the macro-financial assistance that was originally proposed in May remains a subject of discussion and may 

not be decided until autumn of this year. 

“The continuation of material and financial aid is not an option, but our duty,” said Zbyněk Stanjura, the Czech minister 

of finance who presided over the EU finance ministers’ meeting for the first time on Tuesday. 
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US announces additional $1.7 billion aid to Ukraine - The United States Treasury announced it will send an 

additional $1.7 billion (€1.7 billion) in economic aid to Ukraine to help continue funding the country's "essential services," 

such as paying the healthcare workers' salaries. 

"This latest contribution of economic assistance for Ukraine is part of President Biden's commitment to support the 

Government of Ukraine as it defends Ukraine's democracy against Russia's unprovoked and unjustifiable war," Treasury 

Secretary Janet Yellen said in a statement. 

The payment, part of the $7.5 billion (€7.5 billion) aid package signed by President Joe Biden in May, is set to be made 

through the World Bank. 

Geopolitics 

PLA remarks on US destroyer's trespassing China's territorial waters off Xisha Islands on July 13 -  "On July 

13, the guided-missile destroyer USS Benfold (DDG-65) trespassed into China's territorial waters off Xisha Islands without 

Chinese government's permission. The Chinese PLA Southern Theater Command organized naval and air forces to 

conduct tracking and monitoring on the US destroyer and warned it off," said Air Force Senior Colonel Tian Junli, 

spokesperson for the Chinese PLA Southern Theater Command, in a written statement on Wednesday. 

The spokesperson pointed out that the US military's move has seriously violated China's sovereignty and security, 

severely undermined peace and stability in the South China Sea, and breached international law and norms governing 

international relations. This is yet another irrefutable proof of the US attempt to militarize the South China Sea through 

maritime hegemony. 

"Facts have once again proved that the US is nothing but a 'security risk maker in the South China Sea' and a 'destroyer 

of regional peace and stability'," the PLA spokesperson remarked, adding that the troops of the PLA Southern Theater 

Command will always stay on high alert and resolutely safeguard national sovereignty and security as well as peace and 

stability in the South China Sea. 

Putin is exploiting the plight of Syria's displaced - Russia 

is refusing to allow further aid into Syria. If no agreement is 

reached behind the scenes at the UN soon, the only remaining 

access point into northern Syria — Bab al-Hawa, near the 

Turkish city of Iskenderun — will be cut off from international 

aid supplies. 

As things stand, some 4 million displaced people in the north 

of the country, who have so far relied on aid for the most basic 

supplies, will have to help themselves in other ways. The 

question is how? And does Putin even care? If his attack on 

Ukraine is anything to go by, it's fair to assume that he doesn't. 

As a result, those 4 million Syrians will also become a pawn in 

Putin's plans. The Russian argument that the aid supplies must 

be controlled by the Syrian government is cynical in view of the 

atrocities the regime has committed over the past 11 years; in 

view of the hundreds of thousands of dead; the displacement 

and flight of millions; the torture cellars and all those who were 

murdered in them. 
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Poland's message to the world: Putin wants more than just Ukraine. "Russia will continue the war against Ukraine 

and will remain a country that is aggressive towards states that it treats as its zone of influence," Polish intelligence 

officials announced in a statement Wednesday. After the present operational pause, "the Kremlin will presumably begin 

another phase of war," the spokesman for Poland's Minister-Special Services Coordinator said, and emphasized, "There's 

no indication that Russia's war against Ukraine is about to end. There's no sign that Russia wants to resign its objective, 

which is to destroy Ukraine in its present form." 

"A strategic objective of the Kremlin is to destroy or completely humiliate the [NATO] alliance," Warsaw says—echoing 

one of several points recently articulated by historian Anne Applebaum. "The aim of Russia's operations is still to blur the 

Kremlin's responsibility for the attack against Ukraine, to distort the perception of war, to cover up Russian crimes and 

losses, as well as to destabilize western countries that are engaged in helping Ukraine." That includes lifting sanctions on 

Moscow and stopping military assistance to Kyiv. 

The way forward, according to the nation both Hitler and the Soviets invaded in 1939, is to stay united as an alliance, and 

to continue arming and helping Ukraine at every available opportunity. "Only with maintaining unity and common 

assessment of threats coming from the east, will we be able to stop Russian aggression," the spokesman said, calling 

Russia's Ukraine invasion "only a transit stop" for Putin and officials in the Kremlin. More to that message, here. 

The British military largely concurs, and says in its latest Ukraine update that, "Russia continues to seek to undermine the 

legitimacy of the Ukrainian state and consolidate its own governance and administrative control over occupied parts of 

Ukraine. Recently this has included an initiative to twin Russian and Ukrainian cities and regions to develop post-conflict 

administrations and a decree to make it easier for Ukrainians to obtain Russian citizenship," which we flagged in Monday's 

newsletter. 

Stay away from China-backed $14bn Colombo port city project — India’s message for private sector - 

India is not keen to get involved in the China-backed $14-billion Port City Colombo (PCC) project and wants to convey to 

Indian private stakeholders that “any involvement” will be viewed “adversely”, ThePrint has learned. 

Coming up on 269 hectares of land reclaimed from the Indian Ocean, the PCC is being developed as an extension of 

Colombo’s Central Business District. Unveiled during a visit by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2014, it’s the single largest 

foreign direct investment in Sri Lanka. 

According to the official website of CHEC Port City Colombo Private Limited, the project is envisioned as South Asia’s 

premier residential, retail, and business destination. It will comprise five different precincts — “the financial district, 

central park living, island living, the marina, and the international island.” 

Senior government officials told ThePrint that the project came up for discussion in a high-level inter-ministerial meeting 

chaired by Deputy National Security Advisor Vikram Misri on 1 July. 

The meeting — convened to look into opportunities for enhancing economic linkages with Colombo —  took a strong 

view that if private stakeholders decide to get involved in the PCC in any way, they would “essentially be on their own,” 

according to government officials familiar with the decision. 

Russia Says It Will Deepen Defence Cooperation With Myanmar - Russia and Myanmar are to deepen their 

defence cooperation after a meeting in Moscow between Myanmar's military leader, Min Aung Hlaing, and top Russian 

defence officials, Russia's Defence Ministry said on Tuesday. 

The New Mideast Strategic Alliance Worries Iran and Russia -  A day before U.S. President Joe Biden was slated 

to land in Israel, Russia announced that its own president, Vladimir Putin, will hold a summit next week with Iranian 

President Ebrahim Raisi and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. The timing of this statement was not accidental. 
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On Friday Biden is slated to go to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on the Red Sea coast, for another summit to be attended by the 

leaders of Gulf States Egypt, Iraq and Jordan. This meeting is intended to lay the cornerstone for regional defense 

cooperation against common threats to the alliance’s members 

North Macedonia is at a crossroads as it debates negotiations for EU membership - After 17 years of 

candidate status, North Macedonia has received an invitation to start negotiations with the European Union. 

But there are still many hurdles for the small country, including demands from Bulgaria, which has veto power as a current 

member of the EU. Bulgaria is demanding that North Macedonia recognize its Bulgarian minority and also acknowledge 

that its language has Bulgarian roots. 

Last month, France drafted a proposal for a compromise to address Bulgaria’s concerns. 

One of the conditions in the negotiations is the inclusion of the Bulgarian minority into the Constitution of North 

Macedonia, which would require a two-thirds majority in parliament to pass. In fact, a change to the constitution would 

require votes from the ethnic Macedonian opposition parties to pass, which will be a challenge. 

India is set to surpass China in 2023 as the world’s most populous nation - The year 2023 is when India is likely 

to surpass China as the world’s most populous country, the UN has said. 

In 2021, India’s population was 1.412 billion, compared to China’s 1.426 billion and by 2050, it’s expected to increase at 

a much higher rate. 


