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Conflict Update # 271 

November 23rd, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 85,410 (410) soldiers killed, 2,897 (+2) enemy tanks, 5,832 (5) armored  combat vehicles, 1,887 (+5) 

artillery systems, 395 (+2) MLRS systems, 209 (+0) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 1,537 

(+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 480 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,396 (+3) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 161 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

EU parliament declares Russia 'state sponsor of terrorism' - The European Parliament has recognised Russia as 

a "state sponsor of terrorism", accusing its forces of carrying out atrocities during its war on Ukraine. 

The move by the European legislators is a symbolic political step with no legal consequences, but MEPs urged the 

governments of the 27-nation EU to follow their lead.  

"The deliberate attacks and atrocities carried out by the Russian Federation against the civilian population of Ukraine, 

the destruction of civilian infrastructure and other serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian 

law amount to acts of terror," a resolution approved by EU lawmakers said.  

Britain says Russia has nearly exhausted current stock of Iran-made weapons - Russia has likely launched a 

number of Iranian-manufactured un-crewed aerial vehicles (UAVs) against Ukraine since September, Britain's Ministry 

of Defence said on Wednesday. 

It's also likely that Russia has nearly exhausted its current stock of Iran-made weapons and will seek resupply, the 

ministry said in its daily intelligence update posted on Twitter. 

Ukraine says seized 'pro-Russian literature' from monasteries - Ukraine's security service said it seized "pro-

Russian literature" and cash and interrogated dozens during raids of several Orthodox monasteries that spurred a 

backlash from the Kremlin. 

The Ukrainian security service on Tuesday conducted raids at several locations including the 11th century Pechersk 

Lavra monastery in the capital Kyiv, a UNESCO Heritage site, over suspected links to Russian agents. 

After searches in more than 350 church-linked facilities, the SBU said Wednesday it had turned up "pro-Russian 

literature, which was being used in seminary and parish schools, including for 'Russian world' propaganda". 

Moscow says on alert after Crimea hit by ‘drone attack’ - Ukraine’s Russian-annexed Crimean peninsula was 

targeted by a drone attack on Tuesday (22 November), Kremlin-installed authorities said, adding that Moscow’s forces 

there were “on alert.” 

The strike came as Kyiv claimed another territorial victory and just days after Moscow said it was strengthening its 

position on the Crimean peninsula. 
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“There is an attack with drones,” the governor of the Sevastopol administrative region in Crimea, Mikhail Razvozhayev, 

said on Telegram. “Our air defence forces are working right now.” He said two drones had “already been shot down.” 

Comment – As mentioned in yesterday’s Update, damages to Russian vessels has occurred but unconfirmed by Russian 

naval sources, which is the usual response. 

Russia launches new missile 

strikes in western Ukraine - 

Russia has launched new missile 

strikes on western Ukraine, 

hitting at least one critical 

infrastructure target in Kyiv as 

explosions echoed across the 

capital. Three people were killed 

and six injured in Kyiv, according 

to city officials. 

The western city of Lviv was left 

completely without power, 

according to its mayor. "The 

whole city is without power. We 

are waiting for additional 

information from energy 

experts," said Lviv Mayor Andriy 

Sadovyi on social media, warning 

that there may also be 

interruptions to the city's water 

supply. 

The Kremlin may be setting 

information conditions for a 

false-flag attack in Belgorod 

Oblast. 

The Russian military has 

significantly depleted its arsenal 

of high-precision missiles but will 

likely still threaten Ukrainian 

infrastructure. 

These ridiculous speculations about a fantastical Ukrainian invasion of Russia may also be part of the Kremlin’s 

effort to acknowledge and appease the Russian pro-war nationalist community. Russian milbloggers have repeatedly 

accused the Kremlin and the Russian MoD of failing to defend Russia, including the newly annexed territories. The 

Kremlin, however, will unlikely to be able to reinvade Kharkiv Oblast as demanded by these nationalist figures. 

The Russian military is likely struggling to replenish its arsenal of high-precision weapons systems. 

The Belarusian prime minister traveled to Iran to discuss economic cooperation and possible security ties. 
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Russian military movements suggest that Russian forces are likely reinforcing positions in eastern Zaporizhia and 

western Donetsk oblasts. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations along the Svatove-

Kreminna line. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations around Bakhmut and Avdiivka. 

Crimean occupation officials demonstrated heightened unease—likely over Ukrainian strikes on Russian ground 

lines of communication (GLOCs) in the peninsula and ongoing military operations on the Kinburn Spit. 

The Kremlin continues to 

deflect concerns about 

mobilization onto the Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD). 

Russian sources continue to 

tout the forced adoption of 

Ukrainian children into Russian 

families. 

Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast-Western 

Luhansk Oblast) - Russian 

sources claimed Ukrainian forces 

continued counteroffensive 

operations along the Svatove-

Kreminna line and Ukrainian 

officials reported bad weather 

continues to slow down Russian 

operations on the Svatove-

Kreminna line.  

The Russian MoD claimed its 

artillery units repelled Ukrainian 

forces attempting to advance in 

the direction of Novoselivske 

(23km northwest of Svatove). 

Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast 

Administration stated Russian 

forces conducted defensive 

operations and continued artillery 

fire in the areas of  Novoselivske, 

Stelmakhivka, Ploshchanka, and 

Makiivka, all west of the N26 and 

R66 highways. 

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 
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reported home forces repelled a Russian assault near Stelmakhivka (16km northwest of Svatove), while the Russian 

MoD claimed that Russian forces stopped a Ukrainian attempt to seize the settlement. 

LNR Deputy Interior Minister Vitaly Kiselev shared video footage purporting to show the aftermath of a Ukrainian 

attempted offensive near Orlianka (22km east of Kupyansk). A Russian source claimed their forces repelled a Ukrainian 

assault on Kuzemivka (13km northwest of Svatove), and Ukrainian attacks in the direction of Holykove (17km north of 

Kreminna) and Chervonopopivka (6km northwest of Kreminna). 

UGS reported that Russian forces continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in eastern Kharkiv and 

western Luhansk oblasts. 

Ukrainian forces continued to repel Russian assaults west of Lysychansk. Luhansk Oblast Administration Head Serhiy 

Haidai reported that Ukrainian forces repel Russian attacks on Bilohorivka (15km northwest of Lysychansk) daily. A 

Russian source claimed that Russian forces are highly active in the vicinity of Verkhnokamianka (17km southwest of 

Lysychansk) and stated that Ukrainian forces are firing artillery at Russian equipment in this area. 

Donetsk - Russian forces continued to 

conduct offensive operations in the 

Bakhmut and Avdiivka directions on 

November 22. UGS reported their forces 

repelled Russian assaults on Bakhmut; 

within 30km northeast of Bakhmut near 

Spirne, Bilohorivka, Yakovlivka, and 

Soledar; and within 4km south of 

Bakhmut near Opytne. 

UGS also reported their forces repelled 

Russian assaults within 8km northeast of 

Avdiivka near Kamianka and Vesele, and 

within 37km southwest of Avdiivka near 

Pervomaiske, Krasnohorivka, Marinka, 

and Novomykhailivka. 

DNR People’s Militia posted a video on 

November 22 purporting to show the 

100th Brigade of the DNR People’s 

Militia conducting an assault near 

Ukrainian positions within 16km 

southwest of Avdiivka, near Nevelske. 

Several Russian sources claimed that 

Russian forces made advances in 

Marinka and that Ukrainian forces 

suffered heavy losses and are slowly 

retreating from positions in the city. 

Russian milbloggers claimed their forces 

have also cut two of three supply roads 

into Marinka. A Russian source claimed 
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on November 21 that Russian aviation regularly strikes the positions of Ukrainian forces in Marinka. A Russian 

milblogger claimed that Russian advances in the area of Marinka are slow because the surrounding landscape is mainly 

comprised of open fields with little cover. 

Russian forces conducted defensive operations in western Donetsk on November 22. UGS reported enemy forces are 

defending captured lines in western Donetsk Oblast. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces repelled 

Ukrainian counterattacks on Russian positions in Pavlivka (53km southwest of Donetsk City) on November 20 and 21.  

A Georgia-based open-source intelligence group suggested that Russian forces may be waiting for drier weather to 

restart offensive operations in the directions of Hulyaipole, Vuhledar, and Marinka. UGS reported that Russian forces 

continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in eastern Zaporizhia and Donetsk oblasts. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces 

continued conducting defensive 

measures and establishing 

fortifications in Kherson Oblast south 

of the Dnipro River on November 22. 

UGS reported enemy forces also 

continued to shell Ukrainian positions 

on the right (west) bank of the Dnipro 

River.  

A Russian source claimed that Russian 

artillery repelled a Ukrainian 

reconnaissance group that attempted 

to cross the Dnipro River by boat but 

did not provide any evidence for this 

claim. Ukrainian Center for Strategic 

Communications and Information 

Security also reported that Ukrainian 

forces are continuing to carry out 

unspecified operations on the  Kinburn 

Spit but specified that Russian forces 

are still holding positions at the spit. 

Russian forces continued routine 

shelling in Southern Ukraine on 

November 22. 

The Russian MoD continued to accuse 

Ukraine of provoking a man-made 

disaster at Zaporizhzia Nuclear Power 

Plant (ZNPP) on November 22 and 

accused Ukrainian forces of shelling 

the ZNPP on November 21, stating that 

Ukraine threatened to stage a 

catastrophe at the ZNPP.  
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The Russian MoD and another Russian source claimed Russian forces destroyed the Ukrainian artillery systems in 

Marhanets, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, that were responsible for the shelling of ZNPP. Dnipropetrovsk Oblast officials 

reported Russian forces shelled Marhanets and surrounding settlements from the direction of Enerhodar.  

ISW has previously assessed that these accusations are likely a continuation of Russian information and false-flag 

operations to consolidate control of the plant and an effort to portray Russian control of ZNPP as an essential condition 

for avoiding a man-made nuclear or radiological disaster. Some Russian sources speculated that Russian occupation 

authorities will hand over the ZNPP to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and Ukrainian authorities due to 

the perceived increased instability at ZNPP. The Kremlin will likely continue to assert control over the ZNPP as a tool for 

international leverage, however.  

Crimean occupation officials demonstrated heightened unease on November 22, likely over Ukrainian strikes on 

Russian GLOCs on the peninsula and ongoing military operations on the Kinburn Spit. Russian sources shared footage of 

their air defenses activating yesterday, claiming they shot down multiple Ukrainian drones over Crimea.  

Crimea occupation head Sergey Aksyonov subsequently announced that the island is raising its terrorist threat level to 

high (yellow) until at least December 7. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian authorities are preparing for an 

evacuation of administration officials and military equipment in Armyansk (about 100km southeast of Kherson City) 

due to the threat of Ukrainian strikes on northern Crimea.  

A milblogger claimed he helped conduct the evacuation, while another milblogger claimed women and children are 

already evacuating from Armyansk. Aksyonov denied evacuation claims, and some milbloggers claimed that Armyansk 

occupation authorities conducted evacuation exercises.  

ISW is unable to confirm the veracity of these claims. The Ukrainian Resistance Center also reported enemy forces are 

planning to expand a road on the Arabat Spit (45km from Dzhankoy) to transfer military equipment in an effort to 

relocate the GLOC from Armyansk.  

ISW assesses that Ukrainian forces are unable to conduct an immediate attack on Armyansk, but these claims likely 

indicate that Russian authorities are exhibiting a level of worry close to panic. 

Putin 

Russians grow more critical as Putin’s military operation drags on and sanctions take a toll - November 

and December are known as the most depressing months in Moscow. The days are short and dark, and the weather is 

too cold and wet to be outdoors much but still too warm and rainy to enjoy the real Russian winter. 

This year, the feeling of melancholy is increased by the sight of shuttered shops on many of the capital’s streets, as 

businesses face the economic fall-out from massive Western sanctions in response to the war in Ukraine, which Russian 

officials still call the “special military operation.” 

“The mood in Moscow and the country is now extremely gloomy, quiet, intimidated, and hopeless,” said 34-year-old 

Lisa, who declined to give her last name and said she was a film producer. “The planning horizon is as low as ever. 

People have no idea what might happen tomorrow or in a year.” 

While the shelves in most stores remain well stocked, Western products are becoming increasingly scarce and very 

expensive, further driving prices that are already hammering many Russian households. 

“Familiar goods disappear, starting from toilet paper and Coca-Cola, ending with clothes,” said Lisa. 
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“Of course, you can get used to all this, this is not the worst thing at all,” she said. But she also took a jab at Western 

governments and companies that have left the Russian market in response to the invasion of Ukraine. “I do not really 

know how this helps resolving the conflict, because it affects ordinary people, not those who make decisions,” Lisa said. 

Economists state Russia will face growing economic hardship and a population that will grow increasingly critical of the 

“special military operation” amid mounting defeats such as seen in Ukraine’s southern city of Kherson, where a 

determined Ukrainian offensive forced a Russian withdrawal. 

Sergey Javoronkov, a senior researcher at the Gaidar Institute for Economic Policy, says the mood is already more 

critical than it was, thanks to “both the economic price and the dissatisfaction with the task not being solved,” contrary 

to the expectations created by the Kremlin. 

“We were supposed to win. Officials promised to capture Kyiv in three days but, as we see, it turned out to be foolish,” 

he told CNN. 

“In his February 24 speech, Putin stated military operations would be conducted only by professional troops. But in 

September a partial mobilization was declared – another unpopular measure: those who do not want to fight are being 

recruited. 

“It is a known effect: a short victorious war may provoke enthusiasm, but if the war lasts endlessly and does not lead to 

the desired outcome, then comes disappointment.” 

A 30-year-old PR manager who gave her name only as Irina disagrees, saying she believes the situation is stabilizing 

after an initial exodus of Russians fleeing not only Western sanctions but also possible conscription following Putin’s 

September 21 announcement of a nationwide partial mobilization. 

“The first wave of panic has already passed, everyone has calmed down a little. Many have left, but many remain. I am 

pleased with the people who stay and support Russia,” Irina told CNN. 

At the same time, she emphasized that she is opposed to the war in Ukraine, as it is beginning to sink in for her, as for 

many Russians, that the fighting may go on for a very long time. This is especially the case since Ukraine’s forces 

managed to take back the major city of Kherson from the Russian military – an area Russia had annexed in September 

and which Putin had said would remain part of Russia “forever.” 

“I have a negative attitude. Any aggression or war are evil. And to say that if we wouldn’t attack them, they would 

attack us is of course absurd,” Irina said, referring to Putin’s repeated claim that Russia is acting in self-defense in its 

invasion of Ukraine. 

Comment – Once again Russians showing dissent regarding the war situation do so because of personal angst and fear, 

and not because of the war itself. This is communal guilt and Russia, and Russians are collectively responsible for war 

crimes and the suffering of an independents state’s fight to protect its freedom from invasion. 

Putin has a problem: Russia is angry over his Ukraine war - Russians are starting to question the Ukraine war 

more and more: In recent years, the Russian film industry has produced a number of World War II-themed epics that 

often cast the Soviet Red Army in an extremely positive light. Even in defeat, the Soviet soldiers were shown to be 

brave men and women – ready to die for the motherland in what Russia calls the Great Patriotic War. 

Western depictions of the Soviet Red Army have been a bit different; take as an example the opening scenes of the 

2001 film Enemy at the Gates, which focused on a fictional dual between a Soviet peasant sniper and his highly trained 

German counterpart. In the film, Soviet soldiers are seen being sent into a hopeless charge – many without even a rifle. 



 

8 
 

When the inevitable Hollywood film is made about the current war in Ukraine from the Russian perspective, it might 

depict an even more hopeless situation. Vladimir Putin’s conscripts are receiving little training, equipment that dates 

from the Cold War, and antiquated small arms. 

Stories are now common of men who are being called up and deployed straight into the fight in the eastern Donbas 

region of Ukraine, having received no training at all. It is easy to see how after just nine months of fighting, the Kremlin 

has lost more than 83,000 men killed, and at least that many wounded. To describe Ukraine as a meat grinder of the 

Russian Army is an understatement. 

The populace isn’t staying silent about this state of affairs. Whereas in World War II, the Soviet Union was able to 

conceal early losses from the population, the media blackout in modern Russia has been far less successful. 

There are reports of women with small children now sharing their stories on social media, and many are even posting 

complaints in online forums run by Moscow. Among the tales are those of families scraping together the last of their 

savings to purchase better protective gear, including body armor, as well as winter clothing such as thermal underwear 

and warm socks to send to the men on the front lines. 

Demand is reportedly soaring for bullet-proof vests and ballistic helmets. Troops aren’t being issued body armor, while 

the steel helmets they often receive are the SSh-68 pattern, which dates back to the Brezhnev era. Equipment is in 

short supply, and families are forced to pay a premium. 

It isn’t just the families back home that are voicing their complaints. In the social media era, when even average 

Russians own smartphones, it has been impossible for the Kremlin to keep a tight lid on what is posted on Telegram 

and other platforms. 

Many of the complaints aren’t that different from the usual grumbling of soldiers over the past eons. They include 

accounts of hunger, cold, poor weapons, and poorer morale. Moscow has largely looked away, unless the complaints 

overly criticize Putin or the government. Even then, it could be impossible for Moscow to rein in all of the soldiers. 

Social media has simply changed the way soldiers can share their despair. 

The Russian people are already discovering that the war – which was proclaimed to be a necessary “special military 

operation” to denazify and demilitarize Ukraine – isn’t going as planned. It has drained Moscow’s coffers, resulted in a 

death toll higher than the decade-long Afghanistan War, and it has made their country a pariah state. 

Russia’s economy is now in recession, and the war shows no signs of ending. 

At some point, Russia will have had enough of Putin’s pointless war. 

Impacts 

Ukrainian Consequences: American Strategy – Peter Zeihan 

Anyone remember that famous Napoleon quote - "Never interrupt your enemy when he is making a mistake." Well, if 

there was a time in history when that quote rang true, it would be right now, watching the war in Ukraine unfold. 

Let me take a step back to give you some more context. The United States has only ever faced 3 countries that 

presented significant threats: the UK, Mexico and Russia (aka the Soviet Union). The first 2 gave familial and neighborly 

fights, but Russia presented a new kind of threat...one of national survival. 

Fast forward to the Ukraine War, and the United States has been given a golden opportunity - to let former Soviet 

citizens drive the stake through the heart of the only power in history to challenge the US economically, strategically 

and ideologically. 
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Too dear a friend - How the war in Ukraine changed the attitudes of Bulgarians toward Russia and Putin - Russia has 

been commonly seen in Bulgaria as an elder sister since the second half of the 19th century, when Emperor Alexander II 

liberated the Slavic nation from the Ottoman rule.  

Socialist Bulgaria that emerged following WWII even sought to join the USSR as the 16th republic. The years went by, 

but the country that joined the European Union and NATO in the 2000s still loved not only Russian culture but also 

Vladimir Putin, who was seen as a champion of traditional Orthodox values.  

The war changed everything: Putin’s popularity ratings, which reached 70% at times, plummeted immediately. The 

country that always completely depended on Russian gas refused to pay Gazprom in rubles in April, and the latter cut 

off gas supply. Journalist Ilya Azar travelled to Sofia and Varna to see how Moscow managed to alienate not only the 

Bulgarian authorities but also the local public known for its Russophile sentiments. 

“When we say that Bulgaria should be de-Putinized, we mean three things simultaneously. Firstly, of course, this 

concerns the Kremlin’s instruments of direct influence, and secondly, the eradication of corruption. From our 

viewpoint, corruption and the Kremlin’s influence are interrelated very closely. Thirdly, it’s about trends toward 

authoritarianism and concentration of power,” says Hristo Ivanov from Democratic Bulgaria, which is supported by 

urban intellectuals and the middle class. 

And yet the fact is that, from the start of the war up to November, Bulgaria refused to officially supply weapons to 

Ukraine, confining itself merely to providing “military-technical assistance.” On September 29, acting Bulgarian Defence 

Minister Dimitar Stoyanov reiterated in reply to a request for arms supplies from the Ukrainian ambassador that this 

would not happen. 

Members of the parties making up the government coalition heaped all the blame on the Socialist Party, claiming that it 

threatened to quit the coalition, which would lead to the government’s resignation. As a result, the only party at the 

Bulgarian parliament that supported arms supplies to Ukraine was GERB, which had previously been accused of a pro-

Russian course. Borisov might have possibly realised that supporting Ukraine rather than Russia is more beneficial in 

2022, although journalist Djamdjieva, who called the Pumpkin the most pro-Ukrainian politician in Bulgaria, suggested 

that he “really thinks this way now”. 

It is at the initiative of GERB (and Democratic Bulgaria) that the parliament voted in favour of official shipments of 

weapons to Ukraine. 

Anyway, Bulgarian weapons had reached Ukraine even before that. Euroaktiv reported on October 31 that Bulgaria 

supplied Ukraine with weapons worth 1 billion euros. 

“Bulgaria is one of the largest exporters of ammunition and military equipment to Ukraine. They are simply shipped not 

directly but via Poland and Romania,” Smilov tells me. 

Rumen Ovtcharov, Bulgaria’s energy minister in 1996–1997 and economy minister in 2005–2007, insists that the 

government cannot prohibit private contracts of weapons manufacturers. 

Pope says Ukrainians suffering 'martyrdom of aggression'; recalls 1930s famine - Pope Francis said on 

Wednesday that Ukrainians today were suffering from the "martyrdom of aggression" and compared the war to the 

"terrible genocide" of the 1930s, when Soviet leader Josef Stalin inflicted famine on the people there. 

He was speaking at the end of his general audience before thousands of people in St. Peter's Square. 

Coming from a period of no comments, the Papal Office now makes frequent statements on Ukraine’s suffering. This is 

highly unusual in that the Office very rarely makes or states any opinion in such matters. 
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Russian Mobilization 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - The Kremlin continues to deflect mobilization concerns onto the 

Russian MoD. Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov stated yesterday the Kremlin is not discussing the possibility of a 

new mobilization wave but noted that he is “unable to speak for the Russian MoD.”  

Lower-end Kremlin officials are also beginning to address the Kremlin regarding the duration of mobilization and its 

problems. A member of the Yabloko party of the Karelia legislative assembly, Emilia Slabunova, recorded a video appeal 

with another parliamentarian demanding that Putin issue a decree legally announcing the end of mobilization.  

Yabloko members added Russian officials are continuing to mobilize men regardless of Putin’s, the Russian MoD’s, and 

Peskov’s announcements regarding the end of mobilization. Putin is unlikely to issue such an order, however, since 

ending the mobilization period officially would require demobilizing servicemen in accordance with the Russian 

mobilization law. Putin is also unlikely to sign a decree that specifies that Russia will not mobilize additional men while 

maintaining already-mobilized men on the frontlines because the Kremlin is interested in continuing its crypto 

mobilization campaign. 

Russian recruitment officials are continuing to carry out crypto mobilization procedures in Russia and occupied 

Ukrainian territories. Wagner Group financier Yevheny Prigozhin subtly implied that he “was near” Kuzbass, Kemerovo 

Oblast, when responding to a question about prisoner recruitment in the region. Prigozhin later shared a video 

response reportedly from Kuzbass Wagner recruits claiming that they are currently undergoing training.  

Zaporizhia Oblast occupation head Yevgeniy Balitsky published footage of the ”Sudoplatov” volunteer battalion in 

occupied Zaporizhia Oblast that had reportedly recruited residents of Zaporizhia and Kherson oblasts, Crimea, the 

Urals, and unspecified Russian regions. 

More troops but more problems - As Putin prepares to mobilize even more troops in a second draft, the Kremlin 

should be ready for even more problems. More troops who are untrained and ill-equipped add up to just more mouths 

to feed. Likewise, some experts have suggested that increased conscription will likely strain an already overburdened 

Russian force generation apparatus. 

This could lead to even lower quality training for both mobilized recruits as well as coming conscripts, as they must 

compete for limited and wholly insufficient training capacity. A wave of even more poorly trained troops is likely to do 

little to turn the tide in Ukraine. It will mostly result in suffering for those on the frontlines and worry for their families 

back home. 

It could also push some in the general populace to a breaking point. 

Geopolitics 

Chechens fighting for Ukraine see chance to 'free' their homeland - Speaking amid the boom of artillery on 

Ukraine's frontlines, the masked soldier said his ultimate goal was to liberate a land farther east - the Russian republic 

of Chechnya. 

Maga, his nom-de-guerre, is part of a unit of Chechen fighters helping Ukraine battle Russian troops in eastern Ukraine. 

Many of his kinsmen also famously support the other side - powerful Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov calls himself 

Putin's "foot soldier" and sent members of his personal army to Ukraine to fight for the Russians. 

Kadyrov has also been a vocal critic of Russia's performance in the conflict so far and said Moscow should consider 

using a low-yield nuclear weapon in Ukraine, setting alarm bells ringing in the West. 
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For Chechens under Ukrainian military command, the hope is that a victory in the war could spark political crisis in 

Russia and, with it, the downfall of Kadyrov, who some governments including the United States have accused of 

human rights abuses. Kadyrov has denied the charges. 

"We're not fighting just for the sake of fighting," said Maga, who declined to give his real name for security reasons. 

"We want to achieve freedom and independence for our peoples," he added, referring to Chechens and other ethnic 

minorities in the Caucasus region. 

His unit is one of several battalions of ethnic Chechens that have joined forces with Kyiv, some of them since 2014 

when Moscow-backed separatists seized territory in eastern Ukraine. 

Most of the fighters are from Europe, where they or their relatives sought refuge during the two Chechen wars that 

followed the Soviet Union's collapse. 

Younger members are children of those who fought or were killed in the conflicts, Maga said, while older ones have 

direct combat experience. 

Uzbekistan wants new trade relationship with US to compensate for Russia sanctions - What did Russia 

lose this year, China risks losing, and Uzbekistan wants? It’s most favored nation trade status, best known as 

Permanent Normal Trade Relations. Russian sanctions have hurt Uzbekistan, and as they’re just getting started on a 

path to a more modern economy, the land-locked, low-income Central Asian nation says it faces collateral damage 

caused by the sanctions regime. 

A most-favored-nation (MFN) clause requires a country providing a trade concession to one trading partner to extend 

the same treatment to all. Used in trade treaties for hundreds of years, the MFN clause and its principle of universal, 

equal treatment underpin the World Trade Organization. For the U.S., such status is only given to WTO members. 

Uzbekistan is not a member yet. It has only relatively recently opened up to the world, after many years of living in an 

autarky, with borders closed and non-convertible currency under former President Islam Karimov until 2016. Since 

then, the current President Shavkat Mirizyoyev has been successfully playing catch up. Covid and sanctions against 

Russia have put up detours. 

The Uzbek government created a Working Group to get into the WTO in June after first engaging with the body back in 

the late 1990s. It is rare that a non-WTO member will ever get preferential trade treatment with the U.S. China got it 

only once becoming a WTO member was a sure thing. Russia lost it this year as punishment for its war with Ukraine. 

However, the war in Ukraine, U.S. competition with China, and U.S. interests in Central Asia may allow Washington to 

accelerate Uzbekistan’s access to WTO and grant it PNTR sooner rather than later. But this is the best-case scenario. 

“(We are) fully focused on delivering a program of reforms that will usher in a new era of macroeconomic stability and 

prosperity for all Uzbeks,” says Jamshid Kuchkarov, Deputy Prime Minister. 

Putin touts Russia’s ‘Arctic power’ with new nuclear icebreaker - Putin on Tuesday touted Russia’s Arctic 

power at a flag-raising ceremony and dock launch for two nuclear-powered icebreakers that will ensure year-round 

navigation in the Western Arctic. 

Presiding via video link from the Kremlin at the launch ceremony in St Petersburg in northern Russia, Putin said such 

icebreakers were of strategic importance for the country. 

“Both icebreakers were laid down as part of a large serial project and are part of our large-scale, systematic work to re-

equip and replenish the domestic icebreaker fleet, to strengthen Russia’s status as a great Arctic power,” Putin said. 
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The Arctic is taking on greater strategic significance due to climate change, as a shrinking ice cap opens up new sea 

lanes. 

Vast oil and gas resources lie in Russia’s Arctic regions, including a liquefied natural gas plant on the Yamal Peninsula. 

The Kremlin chief pledged to develop his country’s nuclear fleet despite current difficulties in Russia’s economy and 

production, in an apparent reference to Western sanctions over Moscow’s offensive in Ukraine. 

“We will increase the capabilities of our nuclear icebreaker fleet,” Putin said. 

He said this should be achieved “using domestic equipment 

and components.” 

The Russian leader added that 

Moscow was “open to 

cooperation with our 

partners” and that 

“despite the 

current 

difficulties, we will definitely implement everything we planned.” 

Putin smiled as the Yakutia nuclear icebreaker was launched into the water at the docks and stood as the Russian 

national anthem graced the raising of the Russian flag on the Ural icebreaker, which will begin work in December. 

Two other icebreakers in the same series, the Arktika and the Sibir, are already in service, and another, the Chukotka, is 

scheduled for 2026. 

Putin said a super-powerful nuclear 209-metre icebreaker known as “Rossiya”, with a displacement of up to 71,380 

tonnes, would be completed by 2027. It will be able to break through ice four metres thick. 

Comment – As mentioned in previous Updates, Russia’s Arctic nuclear-powered icebreaker fleet is more than double 

the size of the rest of the Arctic fleets combined. Putin continues to lay keels for his expanding fleet of nuclear-powered 

icebreakers, consistent with an aggressive approach to this strategic area. What Russia reportedly does not possess is 

an Arctic reaction and recovery ability. Vessels stranded or in trouble are literally left to their own devices in that no 

rapid emergency response capability exist. For this same reason it is highly improbable that the northern passage will 

see initiation. Shippers will not travel in unprotected waters. 
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Containment 

UK provides Ukraine with advanced laser-guided missiles - The UK has provided Ukraine with advanced laser-

guided missiles capable of traveling as far as double a previous model's range, a report says. 

The British RAF is supplying Ukraine with Brimstone 2 

missiles, whose previous model had been delivered to 

Kiev some six months ago, the Daily Telegraph 

reported on Monday. 

According to the daily, the missiles are said to be able 

to hit targets by tracking a laser mark set by ground 

forces, aircraft, or vehicles. It can alternatively scan 

the battlefield and pick up targets from a pre-

programmed list through the use of a radar. 
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Developed by MBDA Systems, the Brimstone 2 missile is available in three versions of air-launched, ground-launched, 

and ship-launched. 

The Ukrainian military has managed to modify trucks to be used as mobile launch platforms for the Brimstone missiles. 

The UK has previously supplied Kiev with various weapons, including the NLAW anti-tank missile launcher. 

UK to send helicopters to Ukraine for 'first' time - Britain is to send helicopters to Ukraine for the first time since 

Russia's invasion said the British defence ministry. 

Ten crews of Ukrainian service personnel and engineers underwent a six-week training programme in the UK, as part of 

the "first helicopter capability the UK has donated to Ukraine," the ministry said. 

In addition to the three former British military Sea King helicopters, the first of which has already arrived, the UK will 

also supply an additional 10,000 artillery rounds. 

US approves additional $400 million in military aid to Ukraine - The United States has authorized an 

additional $400 million in military aid to Ukraine that will include weapons, munitions and air defense equipment, 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken has said. 

"The artillery ammunition, precision fires, air defense missiles, and tactical vehicles that we are providing will best serve 

Ukraine on the battlefield," Blinken said in a statement. 

The White House said the new package of aid will be provided through presidential drawdown authority, which allows 

the Pentagon to take weapons from its own stock and quickly ship them to Ukraine. 

Russia And Putin Won’t Like It: HIMARS Heading To Poland And Lithuania – The Lockheed Martin M142 

High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) has been used to devastating effect by the Ukrainian military in 

its recent offensive against Russia in the Donbas region. The mobile launcher, which was developed in the 

1990s, was originally intended for use by U.S. Army airborne troops and United States Marines. The HIMARS 

is able to provide 24-hour, all-weather, lethal, close- and long-range precision rocket and missile fire 

support for joint forces, early-entry expeditionary forces, contingency forces, and field artillery brigades 

supporting Brigade Combat Teams. 

The HIMARS has been used to target multiple Russian command posts, ammunition storage depots, and 

concentrations of troops and armored vehicles. In addition, the mobile rocket launcher – 

which can move into position, launch its rockets and move again before the enemy can 

return fire – has been used to destroy multiple bridges, slowing Russian 

advances. 
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Moscow has voiced numerous objections over Washington’s decision to supply Kyiv with the weapon, and now comes 

word that the HIMARS could be deployed to Poland and Lithuania. Each of the two NATO member nations will be 

receiving a number of mobile launchers and accompanying ordnance. 

Poland’s Minister of Defense Mariusz Błaszczak announced this month that Warsaw will receive its first U.S.-made 

HIMARS next year. In 2018, Poland ordered twenty HIMARS, including eighteen combat and two training rocket 

launchers, to be delivered by 2023. The deal was worth a reported $635 million. 

Lithuania, which neighbors Russia and Kremlin ally Belarus, has increased its defense spending in reaction to Moscow’s 

invasion of Ukraine, and last week announced that it would seek to buy eight HIMARS in a deal worth $495 million. 

Russia's Black Sea Fleet in jeopardy after Ukraine strike - UK – Any demonstration of Ukraine's ability to 

threaten the port of Novorossiysk in southern Russia is likely to place Russia's Black Sea Fleet in jeopardy, according to 

an assessment by Britain's defense ministry. 

In its daily intelligence update on the Ukraine war, the U.K.'s defense ministry referenced an apparent attack on 

Novorossiysk in the 

Krasnodar region it says 

was reported by 

multiple Ukrainian 

and 

Russian media outlets on November 18. 

Putin was forced to move his Black Sea Fleet from the annexed Crimean Peninsula to 

Novorossiysk in the Krasnodar region after Ukrainian attacks deep into the peninsula, the British MoD 

previously assessed in September. 

The ministry said Monday that Russian commanders will likely be concerned about threats to the Novorossiysk-based 

amphibious landing ship flotilla. 

"These vessels are relatively vulnerable without escorts and have assumed a more important role in supplying Russian 

forces in Ukraine since the Kerch Bridge was damaged in October," the U.K's intelligence update noted. 
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It was referring to an explosion last month that caused the partial collapse of a key bridge connecting Russia to Crimea. 

The attack damaged an important supply route for Russia's forces. Ukrainian officials celebrated the explosion but did 

not claim responsibility. 

US Sending Ukraine 200 Generators, Anti-Drone Machine Guns - After Russian attacks cause rolling blackouts, 

the West rushes backup energy, ammunition, and counter-drone tech. 

With Ukraine’s electrical grid hobbled by Russian drone strikes, the United States is rushing 200 generators to the 

beleaguered country—along with thermal-sighted machine guns to shoot down the next wave of 

drones, Pentagon officials announced Wednesday. 

The new military aid package, valued at more than $400 million, also includes:  

• More rockets for the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile Systems, or 

NASAMS, and High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems, or 

HIMARS. 

• 200 precision-guided 155mm artillery rounds and spare 

parts for howitzers.  

• 10,000 120mm mortar rounds. 

• High-speed anti-radiation missiles, or HARMs.  

• 150 High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled Vehicles and 

more than 100 light tactical vehicles. 

More electrical gear will come from European Union countries, which on 

Wednesday announced a new “Generators of Hope” effort. “Ten million Ukrainians are 

currently without electricity as a result of Russia's attacks on the critical, civilian- targeted 

infrastructure such as electricity transmission networks,” said Dario Nardella, the mayor of Florence and president of 

the EU Eurocities initiative. 

Humanitarian 

Half of Moldova without power after Russian strikes on Ukraine - The Russian missile strikes on Ukraine's 

energy infrastructure have caused blackouts across half of neighboring Moldova, says the country's deputy PM.  

"Massive blackout in Moldova after today's Russian attack on Ukraine's energy infrastructure," Andrei Spinu, who also 

serves as infrastructure minister, said on Twitter. 

"Moldelectrica, TSO (transmission system operator), is working to reconnect more than 50% of the country to 

electricity." 

Power outages were also reported in the unrecognized, Russian-backed breakaway region of Transnistria, the local 

interior ministry said in a statement. 

'Invincibility centers' to help provide heat and water, says Zelenskyy - Ukrainians needing basic services if 

Russia knocks out power stations and other facilities this winter can turn to special "invincibility centres," said President 

Zelenskyy. 

Thousands of centres spread across the country will offer electricity, heat, water, internet service, mobile phone 

connections and a pharmacy, free of charge and around the clock. 
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"If massive Russian strikes happen again and it's clear power will not be restored for hours, the 'invincibility centers' will 

go into action with all key services," Zelenskyy said in a nightly video address. 

Russian attacks have knocked out power for long periods to up to 10 million consumers at a time. Ukraine's national 

power grid operator said on Tuesday the damage was colossal. 

War Crimes 

Zelensky accuses Russia of 'terror and murder' after maternity strike - President Volodymyr Zelensky has 

accused Russia of bringing "terror and murder" to Ukraine after a strike on a maternity ward killed a newborn baby in 

the southern Zaporizhzhia region. "The enemy has once again decided to try to achieve with terror and murder what it 

wasn't able to achieve for nine months and won't be able to achieve," Zelensky said on social media. 

"Instead, it will only be held to account for all the evil it has brought to our country," he added. 

Putin’s dwindling group of Allies 

Putin’s dwindling supply of allies is descending into ‘civil war,’ according to leaked letters from a whistleblower. 

Putin’s disastrous war has torn Russia apart, at least financially speaking, and it looks like the same is about to happen 

for the Russian president’s remaining allies. He’s already been the subject of a reported plot by his inner circle, who 

have been planning for his succession. And his soldiers sure don’t want to keep risking life and limb, even though an 

astounding number of them continue to perish as this dismal war drags on. The war began in late February, but before 

long, as a whistleblower revealed to Newsweek, infighting in Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) began, and there’s 

no signs of it slowing down. In fact, it’s getting worse. 

The report seems like a natural progression from word that Putin’s inner circle has privately admitted that the war is 

already an embarrassing loss, and now, an agent that identifies as Wind Of Change (you can hear that Scorpions song in 

your head, right?) has passed on correspondence to Vladimir Osechkin, a Russian dissident, who relays letters that 

began early March and grew graver in tone through November. Via Newsweek, here a detailing of the devolution, 

including how war-weary Russians will soon “descend into the abyss of terror” and more: 

“Believe me–that is far more terrifying. I assert, and this is by no means the solitary private opinion of one simple 

(FSB) employee: we have f***ed up the country. We (FSB) screwed up the country not on February 24, when this 

whole affair began, but much earlier, when February 24 became possible in principle.” 

“Chaos, civil war, collapse–yes, it’s all ahead of us. It is inevitable,” the FSB agent said. “Too many in Russia have 

crossed the point of no return. They plan to be little czars in the areas they manage to capture. At least, that’s 

the way they are thinking.” 

This kind of talk actually seems tame if one considers the carnage that’s taking place in Ukraine. Even after Putin’s 

massive draft, companies are running at staggeringly low numbers and don’t even have access to medical care to treat 

their injuries. Tampons are pretty much the extent of bullet hole treatment, and it truly seems like only a matter of 

time before the army fully folds, no matter what Putin orders them to do. Sure, he can send in private mercenaries (as 

he’s already been doing), but if his allies fully turn on him, he’ll be cornered and talking about nukes again until he’s 

removed from power. 

 


