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Conflict Update # 85 

June 9th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian officials are increasingly taking over 

governmental positions in occupied Ukrainian 

territory, advancing the Kremlin's likely efforts to 

annex occupied areas of Ukraine into Russia as an 

okrug (federal district). 

Russian forces continued to fight for the Azot 

industrial zone in Severodonetsk under the cover of 

heavy artillery fire. 

Russian forces made marginal gains north of 

Slovyansk but are likely to face difficulties assaulting 

the city itself because of the tactical challenges posed 

by crossing the Siverskyi Donets River. 

Russian forces made incremental advances to 

the east of Bakhmut and will continue efforts to cut 

Ukrainian lines of communication to the northeast of 

Bakhmut. 

Russian forces are likely engaged in limited 

fighting along occupied frontiers in northern Kharkiv 

Oblast. 

Russian forces continue to focus on 

strengthening defensive lines along the Southern Axis 

and are intensifying ground attacks in northeastern 

Zaporizhia Oblast with the support of troop and 

equipment rotations. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces continued to attack 

Ukrainian positions in Severodonetsk under the cover of heavy artillery fire on June 9. Ukrainian and Russian sources 

confirmed that Russian forces control all residential sectors of the city and that fighting is ongoing for the Azot industrial 

zone, where Ukrainian forces are embedded. Russian forces continued unsuccessful efforts to take control of Toshkivka 

to drive north toward Lysychansk and avoid crossing the Siverskyi Donets River from within Severodonetsk. Russian forces 

conducted heavy air and artillery strikes in and around Severodonetsk to support ground operations in the city. 

Russian forces continued efforts to advance on Slovyansk from the southeast of Izyum and made marginal territorial 

gains north of Slovyansk on June 9. Russian forces are likely seeking to leverage their control of the area around 

Sviatohirsk to move southwards toward Slovyansk, but are unlikely to have seized the settlement as of June 9 due to 
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Ukrainian resistance in the area and Russian milblogger 

Swodki claimed that Russian forces captured Pryshyb and 

Tetyanivka (both about 20 km north of Slovyansk) on June 

9, though ISW cannot confirm this claim. Russian efforts 

to move toward Slovyansk are likely hindered by the 

Siverskyi Donets River, which they will have to successfully 

cross to the north (around Sviatohirsk-Tetyanivka) and 

east of Slovyansk (around Raihorodok) in order to push 

toward the city.  

Russian forces continued ground, air, and artillery attacks 

east of Bakhmut and made incremental gains on June 9. 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian troops 

had partial success in Komyshuvakha (northeast of 

Bakhmut) and Roty (southeast of Bakhmut). Russian 

forces additionally continued unsuccessful attacks on 

Nahirne and Mykolaivka. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

continued to defend their occupied frontiers and fire on 

Ukrainian positions in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 9. The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces are 

focusing on engineering, fortification, and mining to 

strengthen their defensive lines north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian Telegram channels additionally claimed that Russian 

troops re-took control of Ternova and Varvarivka, both 

settlements northeast of Kharkiv City near the international 

border. While ISW cannot independently confirm the status 

of Ternova or Varvarivka, these claims indicate that Russian 

forces are still engaged in fighting along the frontline in 

northern Kharkiv Oblast. Certain Russian sources indicated 

that Ukrainian forces may be conducting limited 

counterattacks in this area, which is consistent with Russian 

reports of continued positional battles in this area. 
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Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces focused on strengthening 

their defensive lines and firing on Ukrainian 

positions along the Southern Axis on June 9. 

Deputy Chief of the Main Operations 

Department of the Ukrainian General Staff 

Oleksiy Gromov stated that Russian forces 

are conducting a positional defense in 

Zaporizhia and Mykolaiv Oblasts (using 

fortifications and attempting to hold all of 

their captured terrain). Head of the 

Zaporizhia Regional State Administration 

Oleksandr Starukh reported that Russian 

forces in Zaporizhia have received 80 new 

tanks over the last month and that 

Rosgvardia units rotated out of the area and 

were replaced with forces from the Donetsk 

People’s Republic (DNR). Russian troop 

rotations are likely meant to support 

operations in northeastern Zaporizhia 

Oblast along the Orikhiv-Huliapole line, 

where Russian troops have been conducting 

ground attacks and escalating hostilities to 

push toward the Zaporizhia-Donetsk Oblast 

borders. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - 

Russian authorities are escalating efforts to 

consolidate governmental control of the 

Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics 

(DNR and LNR) and other occupied 

Ukrainian territories. Independent Russian news source Meduza cited unnamed Kremlin officials and claimed that the 

Kremlin hopes to unite the DNR, LNR, and occupied Kherson and Zaporizhia into a singular Russian okrug (federal district).  

Meduza’s statement is consistent with reports that an increasing number of former Russian officials are ascending into 

senior positions within the governments of the DNR and LNR, including a former governor of Russia’s Kurgan Oblast 

taking on the role of first deputy chairman of the LNR and a former Russian transportation official ascending to the role 

of deputy prime minister of the DNR. New Prime Minister of the DNR Vitaly Khotsenko, who was appointed to the position 

on June 8, announced that his government will synchronize DNR legislation with Russian legislation and Head of the DNR 

Denis Pushilin announced the DNR has partnered financially with Russia's state-owned Promsvyazbank. Russian 

authorities likely established a civil-military administration in occupied parts of Kharkiv Oblast, which is analogous to the 

current Russian-backed military administrations in Zaporizhia and Kherson Oblasts. Such efforts to consolidate 

governmental control of occupied areas through the direct installation of Russian leadership is a major indicator that the 

Kremlin is attempting to unify efforts to annex occupied regions directly into the Russian Federation. 

Russian forces are continuing to deploy outdated military equipment to Ukraine to replace losses. The 

Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on June 9 that Russian forces are mining Kherson Oblast with 
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mines from the 1950s to defend against recent Ukrainian counterattacks in northwestern Kherson Oblast. The GUR stated 

that Russian forces moved these mines from Russia’s Rostov Oblast to the Kherson area despite the fact the mines were 

meant to be destroyed. The GUR claimed that some of the mines detonated during the transportation processes and 

killed Russian sappers from the 49th Combined Arms Army. The GUR’s report is consistent with previous statements that 

Russian forces are moving old and obsolete equipment to Ukraine to make up for equipment losses, including deploying 

T-62 tanks to the Melitopol area and pulling MLRS and 152mm howitzers from storage in Irkutsk, Siberia.  

Russian military command continues to face pervasive issues with force generation. The Ukrainian Resistance 

Center reported that Russian officials in Luhansk Oblast have had to reduce their mobilization efforts due to widespread 

protests against aggressive mobilization efforts that have taken a toll on the labor market in Luhansk. Attacks on Russian 

military recruitment offices are additionally continuing. An unidentified assailant threw a Molotov cocktail at the military 

commissariat in Vladivostok, which is the eighteenth such reported attack on Russian territory since the beginning of the 

war. As Russian officials escalate mobilization efforts over the background of continued losses in Ukraine, they will 

continue to run the risk of instigating public dissent and pushback against such recruitment practices. 

Impacts 

Ukrainian journalist confronts Russia’s Sergei Lavrov with grain theft claim - Unscripted question appears to 

catch foreign minister off guard in Turkey, where he was discussing plans for a grain export corridor from Ukraine. 

A Ukrainian journalist took advantage of a visit to Ankara by the Russian foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, to confront him 

with an unwanted question about grain exports from Ukraine, amid fears of world hunger if the issue is not resolved. 

Lavrov was in Turkey on Wednesday to discuss the establishment of secure corridors for Ukrainian grain exports. 

But the news conference by Lavrov and his Turkish counterpart, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, was coming to an end without Muslim 

Umerov having been able to ask his question, despite repeated attempts. 

So the journalist stood up and addressed Lavrov directly. 

“I am from Ukrainian public television, I absolutely want to ask a question!” he said. 

Lavrov appeared embarrassed by the unscripted question, after the news conference’s carefully worded exchanges. 

“Apart from cereals, what other goods did you steal from Ukraine and who did you sell them to?” the journalist asked. 

Lavrov, smiling, replied: “You Ukrainians are always worried about what you can steal, and you think everyone thinks 

that way.” 

From Chips to Commodities, Ukraine War Challenges Globalization - As experts examine the charred remains 

of Russian missiles that have slammed into Ukrainian apartment blocks and strategic sites, they report one frequent 

common detail: the carefully scored out manufacturer names and codes on microchips, deliberately leaving their origin 

at least initially concealed. 

Now more than 100 days, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine both highlights and threatens what for the first part of the century 

was a largely unquestioned path towards industrial, economic and supply chain globalization – but which now faces stark 

and savage headwinds. 

Already, the conflict has upended worldwide food and fuel supplies, seen the world’s most established firms quit Russia 

following Western sanctions and Moscow and NATO states blame each other for a looming global food crisis. But it has 

also supercharged a growing global contest over the manufacture of the chips at the heart of modern technology. 
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It is part of a trend seen during the COVID-19 pandemic vaccine race and since intensified. Major nations and blocs look 

to swap decades of dependence on global supply networks beyond their control for tighter sources that they trust, a 

process which brings its intrinsic challenges and new problems. 

At the United Nations Security Council last month, Ghanaian Foreign Minister Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey warned the war 

was impacting lives around the world on a scale not seen since World War Two, when a sudden realigning of global supply 

routes triggered shortages that killed between 2 and 4 million people in the Indian state of Bengal alone. 

In the short term, the centrality of both Russia and Ukraine to global and regional food and energy supplies has emerged 

the primary challenge to Western efforts to freeze Russia from the global economy, with Russian oil, gas and grain 

continuing to reach international markets, albeit at a discount. 

That offers something of a lifeline to the Kremlin. On Friday, Senegalese President and African Union chair Macky Sall 

met with Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, calling for an end to Western sanctions even as the United States and the 

European Union blamed Russia’s invasion and de facto blockade of Ukraine’s Odesa port for slashing its exports and 

“weaponizing” food. 

Complex networks 

The importance of access to globalized networks, however, cuts both ways – and nowhere is this truer than technology. 

In the years that followed the fall of the Berlin Wall and Soviet Union collapse, it was frequently predicted that the growth 

of a globalized capitalist economy should make war harder, potentially bringing with it a global trend towards free-market 

democracy. At the very least, the position of Western states, particularly the United States, at its heart was seen giving 

them an edge in inflicting sanctions and hardship on those perceived to break the rules. 

The Ukraine war – as well as Western efforts to pressure China over human rights and Iran over its atomic programme – 

have shown remaining truth in that. Russia finds itself cut from huge swathes of the global economy, with the threat of 

savage U.S. penalties deterring even many Chinese firms from closer involvement – particularly when it comes to 

rearming the Kremlin. 

Russia is believed to have used up a significant quantity of chips needed for its precision long-range munitions – with 

Taiwan amongst those imposing an embargo as soon as the invasion launched. 

The Kremlin, it is now increasingly clear, has been heavily reliant on Western and Western allied manufacturers for chips 

for its precision weapons and major industries, including in the oil and gas sector. China has similar worries, and like 

Russia finds itself increasingly fenced off from chips from Taiwan, the world’s largest provider of semiconductors. 

A long war of attrition in Ukraine will have huge global consequences - The Russian invasion of Ukraine is 

transforming into a grinding war of attrition that portends months of more human carnage and will transmit shockwaves 

from Putin's onslaught to millions of people across the globe. 

Rapid reassessments of the duration, character and costs of the war are being prompted by Russia's strategic shift away 

from a bogged down attempt to take Kyiv and topple the government to a refocusing of military force in southern and 

eastern areas. 

In the early days of the war six weeks ago, it seemed possible a Russian blitzkrieg could quickly storm the country and 

seize the capital. But fierce Ukrainian resistance, backed by Western arms, and heavy Russian casualties has led to a 

change of plan by Moscow. 
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Yet the redeployment, which allowed a horrific trail of atrocities to be unveiled to the world, doesn't mean a vicious war 

that Putin cannot afford to lose is anywhere near over. In fact, it ensures that economic, political and international forces 

unleashed by the conflict will last for months and exact a deeper toll. 

Andrzej Duda -- the President of Poland, which borders Ukraine -- said in an interview with CNN on Wednesday that 

Putin's aim was clear. 

"The fact that civilian inhabitants of Ukraine are being killed shows best what the goal of [the] Russian invasion is," he 

told CNN's Dana Bash through a translator. "The goal of that invasion is simply to extinguish the Ukrainian nation." 

The consequences of Russia's ruthless mission will not be contained in Europe. 

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, for instance, on Wednesday warned of "enormous repercussions" of the invasion for 

global food stocks and energy supplies. That in turn will create a chain of political consequences in the US and Western 

capitals. 

Most immediately in the US, the war's jolt to gasoline and grocery prices -- which had already risen on a tide of high 

inflation -- could have political implications, including for President Joe Biden's Democrats in the looming midterm 

elections. 

A prolonged war will also have horrific humanitarian consequences, given Putin's strategy of razing cities and the 

apparent atrocities committed by his troops. 

While the world has been revolted by images of dead civilians, some apparently executed in areas vacated by Russian 

troops, the horror unfolding in besieged southern and eastern cities may be on an even more vicious scale but will be 

harder for Ukrainians and foreign journalists to expose. This raises the prospect of impunity for some of the worst war 

crimes committed on the European continent at least since the Bosnian war, and possibly dating back to World War II. 

A long war will also provide a grueling test of NATO unity, following surprisingly strong resolve shown by the Western 

alliance. 

It would also enshrine a second prolonged geopolitical joust between Moscow and the West. Putin will look for openings 

to open new divides between NATO partners as he seeks to bite off land in the east to fuel a claim of victory back home. 

"The first part of the war is over, which Putin lost, much to his chagrin," said Steve Hall, a former CIA chief of Russia 

operations, on CNN on Wednesday. 

"We are going to be in this for the long run and this is going to be war of attrition. It is going to be very hard on Ukraine." 

"This war could continue for a long time, but the United States will continue to stand with Ukraine and the Ukrainian 

people in the fight for freedom," Biden told building trades unions in Washington. 

Putin still wants 'the whole of Ukraine' 

Warnings that the Ukraine war is now likely to be a semi-permanent crisis looming over the West were first amplified on 

Wednesday by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg. The former Norwegian Prime Minister said that Putin's 

redeployment didn't mean he had given up his long-term goal of capturing Kyiv. 

"We have seen no indication that President Putin has changed his ambition to control the whole of Ukraine and also to 

rewrite the international order, so we need to be prepared for the long haul," Stoltenberg said. "We have to be realistic 

and realize that this may last for a long time, for many months or even years." 

The NATO chief was speaking ahead of a meeting on Thursday in Brussels at which alliance ministers will discuss their 

next steps in arming Ukraine. President Volodymyr Zelensky has asked for tanks and heavy weapons. So far, Western 
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nations have mainly sent anti-tank and anti-aircraft weapons to Ukraine that have been effective in helping to repel the 

Russian advance. 

But now the question is whether to send armaments Ukraine could use to push Russia out of the country, a decision that 

could further drag the West into the war. Biden has already blocked a plan by Poland to send Soviet-era jets to the 

Ukrainian air force. 

"What NATO is doing is certainly not enough," retired Maj. Gen. Dana Pittard told CNN's John King on "Inside Politics" on 

Wednesday. 

"The goal should be for Ukrainian forces to actually win. In order to do that, they'll need more than just tanks here, drones 

there, Javelin missiles. They need systems, they need training, they need assistance," Pittard said. 

Then there are the broader questions that allied leaders may face about the need to further deter Putin in Eastern Europe, 

amid the constant fear that the war could spill over into a direct clash between the West and Russia. 

British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss late Wednesday called for a rethink of the Western security posture 

"The age of engagement with Russia is over. We need a new approach to security in Europe based on resilience, defense 

and deterrence", Truss said in Brussels. 

The US is heavily reliant on China and Russia for its ammo supply chain. Congress wants to fix that - The 

United States has relied almost entirely on China — and to a lesser extent Russia — in recent years to procure a critical 

mineral that is vital to producing ammunition. 

The mineral antimony is critical to the defense-industrial supply chain and is needed to produce everything from armor-

piercing bullets and explosives to nuclear weapons as well as sundry other military equipment, such as night vision 

goggles. 

Antimony is now on the front lines of recent congressional efforts to shore up the strategic reserve of rare earth minerals, 

known as the national defense stockpile. The stockpile includes a multitude of other minerals critical to the defense-

industrial supply chain such as titanium, tungsten, cobalt and lithium, but lawmakers expect will become insolvent by 

fiscal 2025 absent corrective action. 

After Japan cut off the U.S. supply of antimony from China during World War II, the United States began procuring the 

mineral from ore in an Idaho goldmine. However, that mine ceased production in 1997. 

“There is no domestic mine for antimony,” according to a 2020 report from the U.S. Geological Survey, a government 

agency. “China is the largest producer of mined and refined antimony and a major source of imports for the United 

States.” 

The report noted that China is “losing market share with Russia, the world’s second-ranked producer,” with Tajikistan 

gaining ground in the global market as the world’s third-largest supplier of antimony. 

Lawmakers’ recent interest in shoring up the national defense stockpile of strategic minerals marks a significant about-

face for Congress, which had repeatedly authorized multimillion-dollar sales of the reserve over the past several decades 

to fund other programs. 

Putin 

Putin's campaign a 'big failure' as he fails to justify war, expert claims - Putin's narrative to justify the Ukraine 

war as a "denazification" operation to rid the country of its Nazi overlords has failed, according to a state media expert. 
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During the first months of the invasion, Putin and his Russian propagandist cronies claimed the Ukrainian public was in 

peril and being routinely oppressed by its fascist dictators without a shred of evidence to prove their wild theory. 

The Kremlin and its media apparatus then started pumping out the word "denazification" through their channels to justify 

Moscow's full-scale invasion, which it called a "special military operation" to liberate the former Soviet territory. 

But the media campaign didn't have the desired effect, largely because the Russian public didn't understand the word, 

one expert believes. 

Eto Buziashvili, a Research Associate analyzing Russian state propaganda for the Atlantic Council, believes Putin's 

denazification "narrative was a big failure". 

She told The Mirror: "On the one hand they have the information that it’s not a special military operation, that many 

Russians have died. 

"But interestingly the denazification narrative was a big failure." 

By analysing Russian state media, Ms Buziashvili found mentions of the word "denazification" dropped dramatically at 

the start of May. 

The term had been fluctuating up until the beginning of this month when it dropped so low it was rarely mentioned in 

the media. 

The same findings can be seen on Google Trends, where keyword searches for the fabricated word also fell off during 

this period. 

Putin Resorting to Drafted Soldiers in Ukraine Could Come at a High Price - The longer the war in Ukraine 

drags on, the more likely it becomes that Putin may eventually resort to using conscript soldiers. But experts say that 

doing so could prove to be a very unpopular move among the Russian people, as well as come at a cost to the Russian 

military's strength. 

"Russia has a serious manpower problem," Michael Kimmage, a history professor at the Catholic University of America 

and former member of the secretary's policy planning staff at the State Department, told Newsweek. "The attrition from 

the war has so far been very serious on the Russian side." 

Since the beginning of Putin's invasion in late February, multiple reports have claimed Russia's military is suffering from 

low morale within its ranks. There have also been indications that Putin has turned to outside help for his invasion. In 

late March, an intelligence report from the United Kingdom said Russia had sent 1,000 mercenaries from the private 

Wagner Group into eastern Ukraine, and Ukraine's General Staff of the Armed Forces said last week that Russia has been 

conducting "forced mobilization" of troops in areas it occupies in the Donetsk region. 

"Russia has gone to great lengths to avoid using conscripts in this campaign, for both political and organizational reasons," 

Yuri Zhukov, an associate professor at the University of Michigan, explained to Newsweek. 

"Misinformation, lies, confusion when it comes to using conscripts in the early stages of the war is more than possible; it 

is probable. Putin set unachievable goals for his military." 

Another scenario in which enlisting more conscripts could result in a youth backlash in Russia. 

Putin does not want young people in Moscow and Saint Petersburg to feel like they could get drafted. That might push 

them into active opposition to the war. 



 

9 
 

He still has other options before he might feel compelled to deploy drafted soldiers. The Russian president could turn to 

reservists or try to lure retired personnel back to the battlefield. Larger financial incentives could also be offered in an 

effort to restock the ranks. 

Sanctions 

China steering away – Early in the Ukrainian war sanctions were applied against Russian air industry operators. Russia 

retaliated by seizing all leased aircraft, rendering them illegal in international aviation circles and global legal fields. 

China knows this, and as a signatory to international protocols and agreements, including Interpol, it is bound by 

agreements and policies regarding criminal enterprises and activities. 

China last week banned all Russian flights involving leased aircraft seized by Russia as mentioned above.  

This is a logical (political) move by China, as by refusing entry of these planes into its airspace, it avoids having to impound 

the aircraft, effectively avoiding a tacit element of sanctions.  

Russia Continues to Cut Gas Supplies to EU countries - Russia has ceased gas supplies to Ørsted and Shell Europe 

as a result of increasing tensions. 

This is a sanction imposed by Russia against countries that have been “unfriendly” after Russia’s war campaign in Ukraine, 

namely the countries of the European Union, which had applied economic sanctions against Russia in the previous 

months. 

The total suspension of supplies to these two companies was confirmed on June 1, as they both refused to pay for fuel 

in rubles, as demanded by Russia. 

Premier League suspended a six-year £43m TV rights deal with Russian broadcaster Match TV in 

response to Putin's war on Ukraine - Russian broadcaster Match TV has had its Premier League rights deal shelved 

At the league's AGM on Thursday, clubs were informed of the Match TV decision. The deal, worth £43m, was due to start 

in August but has now been suspended. Match TV has links to the Russian government, with the channel personally 

opened following a presidential decree by Putin three years ago. 

All 20 clubs met at the league's annual general meeting on Thursday and were informed the deal has been shelved due 

to ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine. 

Humanitarian 

Sexual Violence by Russian Troops in Ukraine “Chronically Underreported,” U.N. & Amnesty Int’l Find - 
The United Nations is demanding an independent investigation into charges of rape and sexual assault committed by 

Russian soldiers in Ukraine since the start of the invasion. Pramila Patten, the U.N.’s special representative on sexual 

violence in conflict, who is just back from Ukraine and told the Security Council Monday about multiple shocking reports 

of rape and assault — all of which Russia has since denied. “We are dealing with a crime which is chronically 

underreported,” says Patten, who emphasized the need to establish safe spaces for victims to come forward and ensure 

no perpetrators be granted amnesty through a potential ceasefire or peace agreement. We also speak with Oksana 

Pokalchuk, executive director of Amnesty International Ukraine, whose organization is investigating the alleged war 

crimes. 

We have all heard the accounts of horrific acts of sexual violence, reports of gang rape, rape in front of family members, 

sexual assault at gunpoint, women who have become pregnant as a result of rape, as well as the reports of refugee 



 

10 
 

women and children being exploited by traffickers and predators who view this turmoil not as a tragedy but as an 

opportunity to abuse the vulnerable. 

We have debunked the insidious myth that sexual violence in conflict is inevitable. Now we must demonstrate, through 

proactive protection and empowerment efforts, that it is indeed preventable. 

It is time to move from best intentions to best practice to catch the women and girls who may otherwise fall through our 

safety nets. Let us not forget that while the eyes of the world are on the Ukrainian women and girls who are caught in 

the crossfire, who are living in terror in occupied territories, and who have been deported or forced to flee their homes 

and homeland, they are looking to us. We must not and cannot fail them. 

This is Vassily Nebenzia, Russia’s ambassador to the U.N. 

 

“The ratcheting up of accusations of Russian service personnel committing crimes of a sexual nature since 

the very beginning of our special military operation in Ukraine has become a favorite tactic of the Kyiv 

regime and our Western colleagues. We all recall how in the Ukrainian and Western media, and also in this 

room, our soldiers were repeatedly accused of sexual violence with reference to certain reports containing 

allegedly reliable data. However, no evidence was provided.” 

It was only a few days after the Russian invasion of Ukraine that the first reports of sexual violence began to 

surface. And as the conflict passes the 100-day mark, unfortunately, we continue to receive reports of sexual 

violence. 

Credible reports — from civil society organizations and also from government officials, like the Office of the 

Prosecutor General or the vice prime minister, Olha Stefanishyna, with whom a framework of cooperation was 

signed with the UN, shared a lot of information about brutal sexual violence being committed, significantly 

against women and girls, but also against men and boys. 

Containment 

UkraineX: How Elon Musk’s space satellites changed the war on the ground - Every time Oleksiy and his fellow 

artillerymen hit a Russian target, they have one person to thank: Elon Musk, the world’s richest man. 

Embedded in a frontline hot zone just south of the strategic town of Izyum in Ukraine’s war-ravaged east, Oleksiy — who 

declined to give his last name for security reasons — is now a power-user of Starlink, a satellite communication system 

owned by Musk’s SpaceX. 

When planning a counterattack or artillery barrage, he dials up his superiors for last-minute orders via a rectangular 

white-and-gray Starlink satellite receiver concealed in a shallow pit in the garden of an abandoned cottage. The high-tech 

equipment is wired to a noisy generator that runs half of the day. 

It’s not just about military communications. Others in Ukraine’s 93rd mechanized brigade let friends and family know 

they are safe through daily encrypted satellite messages after the local cellphone network was severed weeks ago during 

heavy shelling. 

In their downtime, Oleksiy and his comrades keep tabs on the latest developments in the war via Starlink’s internet 

connection and — when there’s a lull between artillery duels — play “Call of Duty” on their smartphones while sheltering 

in bunkers and standing by for orders. 
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“Thank you, Elon Musk,” said Oleksiy soon after logging on through Starlink’s satellites to discover the Biden 

administration would be sending long-range rockets to the Ukrainian army in its fight with the Russians. 

The United States, European Union and other NATO countries have donated billions of dollars in military equipment to 

Ukraine since the war began in late February. But Musk’s Starlink — based on a cluster of table-sized satellites flying as 

low as 130 miles above Ukraine and beaming down high-speed internet access — has become an unexpected lifeline to 

the country: both on the battlefield and in the war for public opinion. 

Ukrainian drones have relied on Starlink to drop bombs on Russian forward positions. People in besieged cities near the 

Russian border have stayed in touch with loved ones via the encrypted satellites. Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the country’s 

president, has regularly updated his millions of social media followers on the back of Musk’s network, as well as holding 

Zoom calls with global politicians from U.S. President Joe Biden to French leader Emmanuel Macron. 

All told, Starlink — and Ukraine’s use of the satellite network, both for its military and civilians — has thwarted Russia’s 

efforts to cut the Eastern European country off from the outside world, giving Kyiv a much-needed victory against 

Moscow in a conflict that shows no sign of ending. 

“The strategic impact is, it totally destroyed [Vladimir] Putin’s information campaign,” said Brig. Gen. Steve Butow, 

director of the space portfolio at the Defense Innovation Unit, the Pentagon’s Silicon Valley tech outpost. “He never, to 

this day, has been able to silence Zelenskyy.” 

The conflict in Ukraine also has provided Musk and SpaceX’s fledgling satellite network with a trial-by-fire that has 

whetted the appetite of many Western militaries. Commanders have been impressed by the company’s ability, within 

days, to deliver thousands of backpack-sized satellite stations to the war-torn country and keep them online despite 

increasingly sophisticated attacks from Russian hackers. 

“We’ve got more than 11,000 Starlink stations and they help us in our everyday fight on all the fronts,” Mykhailo Fedorov, 

Ukraine’s vice prime minister, told POLITICO. “We’re ready, even if there is no light, no fixed internet, through generators 

using Starlink, to renew any connection in Ukraine.” 

Western Arms Would End Severodonetsk Fight 'In 2-3 Days' - Western long-range artillery would enable Ukraine 

to beat back Russian forces and capture Severodonetsk within days, a regional Ukrainian official said on Thursday. 

"As soon as we have long-range artillery to be able to conduct duels with Russian artillery, our special forces can clean 

up the city in two to three days," Lugansk regional governor Sergiy Gaiday said in an interview distributed on his official 

social media channels. 

Moscow's forces are concentrating their firepower on the strategically important industrial hub as part of efforts to 

capture a swathe of eastern Ukraine. 

Zelensky late on Wednesday described the battle as "one of the most difficult" since the start of the war. 

Gaiday said on Thursday that Ukrainian forces in the city remained "highly motivated" and "everyone is holding their 

positions". 

"Russia is constantly shelling areas controlled by Ukrainians with artillery," he added. 

Geopolitics 

Lloyd Austin travels to Singapore this week - This week, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin travels to Singapore to 

attend the Shangri-La Dialogue, a longstanding security summit hosted by the International Institute for Strategic Studies 

featuring high-level defense officials and leaders from Asia and beyond. He will then visit Thailand for bilateral meetings. 
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This trip, the secretary’s fourth to the region, takes place shortly after President Joe Biden’s visit to South Korea and 

Japan and the two-day U.S.-ASEAN Summit hosted in Washington, DC. Secretary Austin’s itinerary in Singapore and 

Thailand is meant to reinforce the United States’ commitment to the Indo-Pacific as a priority theater amid the Biden 

administration’s global security priorities. 

As War Rages in Ukraine, Turkey Expanding Its Soft Power in North Caucasus - Although Turkey is no longer 

as dramatically active in the North Caucasus as during the 1990s, when it backed Chechen aspirations for independence, 

Ankara is quietly expanding its use of soft power mechanisms there. As Russian analyst Andrey Areshov writes, these 

overtures toward the region—increasingly apparent in the wake of the Azerbaijani-Armenian war of 2020 and even more 

since the start of Russia’s so-called “special military operation” in Ukraine—encompass relationships with the numerous 

and active North Caucasian émigré groups in Turkey. Such links expand Turkish influence in the North Caucasus and 

undermine Russia’s control; but unfortunately, Areshov says, the Kremlin is distracted by other concerns and has failed 

to recognize what is going on. Because Russia’s government has not taken the necessary steps to counter what Turkey is 

doing, a branch of the “Turkic World” is now at risk of growing inside the current borders of the Russian Federation, the 

analyst contends. 

The Turkish government is working hard to involve young people from the North Caucasus and their diasporas into its 

orbit in what Areshov describes as “a war in the shadows.” As evidence, the Russian analyst specifically points to the 

activities of Gulenist groups, which Ankara ostensibly opposes but sometimes makes use of, the work of Turkey’s 

directorate for religion and its Agency for Cooperation and Coordination (TIKA), and, especially, projects carried out by 

the TUGWA youth group, which is closely tied to Erdoğan. 

Stop militarizing Aegean islands, Turkey’s Erdogan tells Greece - Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 

demanded Greece stop arming Aegean Sea islands that have non-military status and abide by international agreements 

in remarks that could inflame long-standing disagreements between the two countries. 

“I warn Greece to avoid dreams, acts and statements that will result in regret. Come to your senses,” Erdogan said on 

Thursday in a televised speech made as he observed large-scale Turkish military drills near Izmir, on the country’s western 

coast. 

“Turkey will not renounce its rights in the Aegean and will not back down from using rights that are established by 

international agreements when it comes to arming islands.” 

Turkey alleges Greece has been building a military presence on Aegean islands – many of which lie close to Turkey’s coast 

– in violation of treaties that determine they must remain unarmed. It argues the islands were ceded to Greece on the 

condition that they be kept demilitarized. 

For its part, Greece claims Turkey has deliberately misinterpreted the treaties regarding armed forces on its eastern 

islands and says it has legal grounds to defend itself in the face of what it describes as “hostile actions” by Ankara. 

Welcome to Bulgaria, where the Ukraine war is NATO’s fault - NATO is to blame for provoking the “special 

military operation,” as Vladimir Putin called his invasion of Ukraine. Washington helped Kyiv build secret biological 

weapons labs. Ukraine is defended by Nazis and the world supports Moscow’s efforts to liberate the country from a 

fascist regime.  

These false narratives and conspiracy theories — designed to bolster support for Putin’s war — are to be expected inside 

Russia and from pro-Kremlin trolls online.  

But while the threat from fake news is global, Bulgaria has become ground zero for how such disinformation continues 

to proliferate largely unchecked inside the European Union. 


