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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 54,810 (+160) soldiers killed, 2,216 (+4) enemy tanks, 4,724 (+4) armored  combat vehicles, 1,323 

(+10) artillery systems, 318 (+6) MLRS systems, 168 (+0) air defense systems, 252 (+1) warplanes, 217 (+0) helicopters, 

925 (+5) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 238 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,587 (+6) trucks and 

tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers, 76 fuel bowsers and 125 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Urgent discussion on September 19 among Russia’s proxies of the need for Russia to immediately annex Luhansk 

and Donetsk oblasts (much of the latter of which are not under Russian control) suggests that Ukraine’s ongoing 

northern counter-offensive is panicking proxy forces and some Kremlin decision-makers. 

Ukrainian counter-offensive successes are degrading morale among Russian units that were regarded as elite 

prior to the invasion of Ukraine. 

Ukrainian forces are likely continuing limited and localized offensive operations across the Oskil River and along 

the Lyman-Yampil-Bilohorivka line. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks south of Bakhmut. 

Ukrainian forces are continuing to strike Russian military, transportation, and logistics assets in Kherson Oblast. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources identified three areas of kinetic activity on September 19: northwest of Kherson City, 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets River, and in northern Kherson Oblast near Olhine. 

The size of volunteer units Russia can generate is likely decreasing.  

Ukrainian counter-offensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) - Eastern 

Ukraine: (Vovchansk-Kupyansk-Izyum-Lyman Line) - Ukrainian forces continued to consolidate gains on the 

eastern bank of the Oskil River.  

A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian troops destroyed a Ukrainian grouping in Dvorichne, a settlement on the left 

bank of the Oskil River near the Kharkiv-Luhansk border and approximately 40km south of the Russian border. Another 

Russian source similarly noted that Russian forces destroyed a Ukrainian pontoon crossing near Dvorichne and that 

Russian sabotage and reconnaissance groups are operating in the area. These unconfirmed Russian claims suggest that 

Ukrainian troops have continued limited and localized operations to cross the Oskil River and threaten Russian 

positions on the opposing bank.  

A Russian source additionally noted that Ukrainian troops are strengthening their grouping in Kharkiv Oblast using 

captured Russian T-72 tanks, suggesting that the initial panic of the counter-offensive led Russian troops to abandon  
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higher-quality equipment in working order, rather than the more damaged equipment left behind by Russian forces 

retreating from Kyiv in April, further indicating the severity of the Russian rout. 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations 

along the Lyman-Yampil-Bilohorivka line 

yesterday. Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Head 

Denis Pushilin claimed that fighting is ongoing in 

Yarova, 20km northwest of Lyman, confirming 

that Ukrainian troops likely advanced eastward 

from previously captured positions in Sviatohirsk.  

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces are 

still in control of Yampil and Lyman, but that 

Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups 

are operating along the entire Lyman-Yampil-

Bilohorivka line. Geolocated combat footage 

confirms that Ukrainian troops have retaken 

Bilohorivka, which lies along the Donetsk-Luhansk 

Oblast border and within 20km of the 

Lysychansk-Severodonetsk area. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - 

Ukrainian military officials maintained their 

operational silence regarding the progress of 

Ukrainian operations in southern Ukraine on 

September 19, noting Russian forces continued 

efforts to improve their defensive positions. 

Ukrainian sources reported on continued 

Ukrainian strikes on Russian rear areas and lines 

of communication. Ukraine’s Southern 

Operational Command reported Ukrainian forces 

destroyed Russian ammunition depots in 

Mykolayiv Oblast (likely near frontline positions), 

two unspecified command posts, and a Russian 

electronic warfare system in Kherson City.  

Geolocated social media footage confirmed a 

Ukrainian missile strike against a Russian barracks 

in Kherson City on September 18. Odesa Military Administration Spokesman Serhiy Bratchuk reported that Ukrainian 

forces destroyed two Russian ammunition depots in Blahodatne (northwest of Kherson City) and in Kherson City itself 

on September 18. 

Satellite imagery and local reporting confirmed continued Russian efforts to repair damage to ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) inflicted by Ukrainian strikes. Satellite imagery released on September 19 depicted Russian 

operations to repair damage to the Nova Kakhovka dam from September 16-18, after Ukrainian strikes partially 

collapsed the bridge over the dam on September 2. 
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Ukrainian and Russian sources identified three areas of kinetic activity on September 19: northwest of Kherson City, 

near the Ukrainian bridgehead over the Inhulets River, and in northern Kherson Oblast near Olhine. Russian milbloggers 

reported that the frontline did not change northwest of Kherson City on September 19, and Ukrainian official sources 

reported that Ukrainian forces consolidated their tactical positions along the front.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Shchaslyve and Bezimenne (in the 

Davydiv Brid bridgehead), but ISW cannot verify these reports. A Russian milblogger also claimed that high water levels 

in the Inhulets River due to Russian strikes on dams upriver are impeding Ukrainian forces' ability to support forward 

positions. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian reconnaissance 

groups in the Arkhanhelske (northern Kherson Oblast) region. Geolocated social media footage separately confirmed 

the presence of Wagner private military company fighters in Arkhanhelske on September 19. 

Russian subordinate main effort—Donetsk 

Oblast - Russian forces continued ground attacks 

south of Bakhmut  yesterday. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported that Ukrainian troops 

repelled Russian attacks around Mykolaivka 

Druha (18km south of Bakhmut), Kurdyumivka 

(20km southwest of Bakhmut), Zaitseve (12km 

southeast of Bakhmut), and Vesela Dolyna (8km 

southeast of Bakhmut).  

Russian sources claimed that Wagner Group 

fighters took control of the Donbasskaya 750 

electrical substation, about 12km southeast of 

Bakhmut, although ISW cannot independently 

verify these claims. Russian forces additionally 

fired on Ukrainian positions along the Bakhmut 

and Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontlines.  

Several Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian 

troops are conducting counter-offensive 

operations southwest of Donetsk City near the 

border with eastern Zaporizhia Oblast.[28] ISW 

cannot independently confirm claims of Ukrainian 

counterattacks in western Donetsk Oblast but 

growing concern amongst Russian sources 

regarding Ukrainian actions may prompt Russian 

forces to reallocate forces to this area. 

Supporting effort- Southern Axis  - Russian 

forces did not conduct any ground attacks in 

Zaporizhia Oblast west of Hulyaipole and 

continued routine shelling against Ukrainian 

positions on September 19.  

Ukraine’s Zaporizhia Regional Military Administration reported that Russian forces shelled critical infrastructure and 

residential areas across the oblast. Ukrainian Zaporizhia Regional State Administration head Oleksandr Starukh 

reported that Russian S-300 missiles struck a transformer substation and several villages in central Zaporizhia Oblast. 
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Official Ukrainian forces reported several Russian strikes on Mykolayiv City and the surrounding areas on September 

19. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command reported that six S-300 missiles and three Smerch (MLRS) rockets struck 

industrial and civilian facilities in Mykolayiv City on September 19. Local city authorities reported that the Russian 

strikes damaged several buildings and a segment of the city tram network. 

“Irreversible momentum for Ukraine” – says U.S. Lieutenant General (Ret.) Ben Hodges. Hodges, who served as 

commander of U.S. Army Europe from 2014-2017 and has helped train Ukrainian soldiers, said the operation ended 

“the mythology of Russia’s inevitable victory.” 

“Now people around the world, in Europe and U.S., start thinking — wow, Ukraine can win,” he told the Kyiv 

Independent. 

To achieve that victory, however, Ukrainians will need to keep the pressure up and deprive Russia of the chance to 

regroup. That won’t be easy. 

“Those Ukrainian soldiers are exhausted right now, but they're not as tired as the Russians,” Hodges said. 

First, of course, it’s too early to be planning the victory parade. There's still a lot of fighting to do. But I do believe that 

we have reached the point of irreversible momentum for Ukraine. 

Secondly, this was not a miracle. This was the result of several things that came together. Number one, very thorough 

planning and preparation by Ukrainian General Staff. A very good deception plan. Disciplined performance by Ukrainian 

soldiers and leaders at all levels. Skillful employment of Western-provided weapons — the way that Ukrainians use 

them to hit ammunition and headquarters and so on, and then what we call OpSec, operational security. We knew 

more about what the Russians were doing than we did (about) Ukrainians, which is as it should be. 

All of that was against a Russian force that did not have the will to fight. They don't want to fight, they're exhausted, 

and their logistics are exhausted. And so the General Staff picked the right time and place to concentrate — and so you 

get this result. 

Ukraine finds new tank graveyard packed with wrecked Russian vehicles near Izyum massacre as 

Putin’s soldiers flee - Ukraine has found a new tank graveyard packed with wrecked Russian vehicles near the Izyum 

massacre site as Vladimir Putin's troops flee for their lives. 

Putin’s 'impressive' military kit lay in waste near bushland after Ukraine took new territory during its lightning counter-

offensive. 

A recording uploaded to Reddit shows a number of burnt-out tanks and military vehicles rusted over in a quagmire of 

mud. 

It comes as Ukrainian fighters have captured their first 

village in Luhansk and show no sign of slowing down. 

President Vladimir Zelensky's brave men regained 

control of Kreminna and the village of Bilohorivka 

close to the city of Lysychansk. 

The strategically important city fell in July and its 

recapture is being seen a step towards "de-occupying" 

Luhansk region from invading Russian troops. 
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Ukrainian forces re-enter Luhansk region - Captured Russian tanks abandoned in panic by Vladimir Putin’s troops 

are being used by Kyiv’s forces to push 

forward into Moscow-occupied territories in 

Ukraine. 

They have been using stranded Russian T-72 

tanks to try and push further into Russian-

occupied region of Luhansk, the Institute for 

the Study of War said. 

“The initial panic of the counter-offensive 

led Russian troops to abandon higher-

quality equipment in working order, rather 

than the more damaged equipment left 

behind by Russian forces retreating from 

Kyiv in April, further indicating the severity 

of the Russian rout,” the institute said, 

citing a Russian claim. 

Ukrainian forces said they now control the eastern bank of the Oskil River in the Kharkiv region, cementing strategic 

gains as part of a rapid counteroffensive and putting them closer to the Russian-held cities of Donetsk and Luhansk, 

while Moscow continues to launch attacks against civilian infrastructure in Ukraine following its military setbacks in the 

country’s east. Ukraine has recaptured a village in the Luhansk region in their bid to take back control in the whole 

province which was fully occupied by Russian forces until now. 

Unverified footage on social media showed Ukrainian forces in the village of Bilohorivka, only 10 km west of the city of 

Lysychansk, which fell to the Russians after weeks of grinding battles in July. 

The regaining of the village is a symbolic victory for Volodymyr Zelensky’s forces as it means Moscow can no longer 

claim full control over Luhansk. 

“There will be fighting for every centimeter,” Luhansk governor, Serhiy Gaidai, wrote on Telegram. “The enemy is 

preparing their defence. So we will not simply march in.” 

Russia willing to end the conflict in Ukraine 'as soon as possible': Putin tells Erdogan - Erdogan, the 

Turkish President, has revealed that Russia is willing to end the war with Ukraine as Turkey makes efforts to mediate 

and normalize the situation, reports Yuvraj Tyagi of RepublicWorld.com. 

President of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdogan has revealed that Russia is willing to end the Ukraine war as soon as 

possible. When asked during an interview with PBS on how soon he sees the conflict ending, Erdogan established that 

Russia's attitude will be “very, very important” to put an end to the Russia-Ukraine war. 

In the midst of the Samarkand summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the President of Turkey held a private 

meeting with Putin on 16 September. Erdogan revealed that he had an extensive discussion with Putin regarding the 

ongoing war in Ukraine. According to Erdogan’s claims in the context of his discussion with the Russian President 

regarding the Russia-Ukraine war, Putin had expressed to him "that he's willing to end this as soon as possible."   



 

6 
 

'We weren't really expecting that': Ukrainian troops amazed by rapid advance - Ukraine’s rapid advance in 

the east of the country did not 

just take Russian forces by 

surprise – jubilant Ukrainian 

soldiers are also amazed by the 

speed of their counter-attack. 

As Ukrainian troops restore 

abandoned enemy vehicles for 

their own future use, one 

soldier could not contain his 

incredulity about how quickly 

they retook territory: “We 

went on the attack and took 

one of their positions. We 

occupied it, fortified it,” he 

recounted. “Three days later 

the front moved on and they all 

started to scram. We were 

ready to fight but for them to 

just abandon the whole frontline, we really weren’t expecting that.” 

Ukraine’s spectacular success is in large part down to a strong disinformation campaign, said special forces commander 

Andriy Malakhov, who is recovering from gunshot wounds sustained in the fight against the Russians: “I led the assault: 

my main maneuver was a decoy attack south of Balakliya,” he said. “The main thrust actually came from the West. 

“Our intelligence spread information that the attack would come from the South. They sent lots of troops there, when 

the attack started we killed two hundred of them on the first day and blocked their counter-attacks. They won’t be 

forgetting that.” 

Panicky proxy Russian forces - The surprise success of Ukraine's recent counteroffensive near Kharkiv "is panicking 

proxy forces and some Kremlin decision-makers," and now several of those officials have announced what are likely to 

be sham referendum votes to annex Ukraine's Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts, as well as Kherson and Zaporizhzhia, 

according to analysts at the Institute for the Study of War. Occupation officials in Luhansk and Donetsk want their votes 

to happen as soon as Friday; it's unclear just yet exactly when the other two regions could proceed, according to 

Reuters.  

One notable complication: "Russian forces do not control all of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts," ISW warns. And this 

suggests Russian officials could soon find themselves "in the strange position of demanding that Ukrainian forces leave 

'Russian' territory" after the sham votes, "and the humiliating position of being unable to enforce that demand," 

according to ISW. 

Three things come to mind right away. Number one, obviously, big parts of Ukraine have been liberated, and there's a 

momentum they can keep going. 

The second consequence is that now people around the world, not just in Ukraine, but in Europe, and the U.S., start 

thinking — wow, Ukraine can win. I've never doubted it. But now, I think, for more and more people, all of a sudden, 

the mythology of Russia's inevitable victory is gone. This is a very important consequence. And I think other nations will 

start saying — hey, we want to help. 
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The third consequence is Crimea. I think this will change how a lot of people think about Crimea now. All of a sudden, it 

looks achievable (to liberate Crimea). That is from Kherson and down towards Donetsk as they start approaching 

Crimea.  

Soon, they will be able to hit Russian targets in Crimea. And then when they do that every day, it’s just a matter of time. 

I think people in Crimea are already starting to leave. They're going across that bridge, getting out of there. And I think 

it’s a good thing that they leave that escape route for them to get out, for now. 

I don't think Russia will mobilize, because then the Kremlin would really have to do some fairy-tale production for it to 

make sense after the last six months or a year. And you hear every now and then that “Oh, this is really NATO against 

Russia” — that's part of the preparation. But I don't think they'll do it because it'll be a disaster. People will not show 

up. They can’t even fill all of their units now.  

And let's just say that Russia said — “No, this is so important, we're going to declare mobilization.” And 100,000 people 

show up. They don't have equipment for them. It'd be months before they could be trained and put in where it would 

make a difference. Of course, they could be sent to the front immediately where most of them would be killed or would 

desert. But that would not change the outcome. 

Regarding use of nuclear weapons, Hodges thinks it's more than a thin thread - But of course, we are making an 

assessment of the situation. Of course, people who have real responsibility, like my president and your president, have 

to think about the possibility (of a nuclear weapon being used), no doubt. 

But the reason that I think it's unlikely — not impossible, but unlikely — is because there's no advantage for Russian 

forces to do that. It won’t, all of a sudden, change the conflict because they have nothing with which to exploit. 

If they used it against, God forbid, Kharkiv or somewhere and killed lots of people, there's no Russian force that can 

then come in and go to Kyiv or whatever. So there's no advantage. 

Number two, if they use it, I believe that the United States would have to become directly involved. It cannot ignore 

that Russia used a nuclear weapons. Because if they did, then the North Koreans, the Chinese, the Iranians will think — 

we could use a nuclear weapon. That's the reason it is so unlikely, because if the U.S. did become involved, then it 

would be devastating for Russian forces. I’m sure that the Russians don’t want to have the U.S. involved here, especially 

now that we see how rotten, rotten they are.  

And then, of course, the third reason is that I don't believe that Putin or his circle are crazy. They're evil, but they're not 

crazy. 

Hodges – “Believes that the U.S. would have to respond to the use of a nuclear weapon. That does not mean that U.S. 

troops are going to come to Ukraine. I don't know this, of course, but I believe that the Pentagon’s duty would be to 

draw up a list of options for the president that would say, depending on what Russia does — where, what type of 

target, was it a demonstration or did it hit a city — there would have to be a response of some sort to signal to the 

Chinese and the North Koreans and the Iranians that you cannot use nuclear weapons. And that's what I mean that the 

U.S. would have to be involved.” 

The response could be nuclear, but I think more likely would be a non-nuclear response inside Ukraine, most likely not 

inside Russia. 

Oskil River update - Ukraine's military said its troops had established a bridgehead over the Oskil River in their 

counteroffensive in the northeastern Kharkiv region. Experts suggest the foothold on the Oskil could threaten Russian 

troops in the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine. 
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Retrieving The Fallen In Ukraine - Amid the jubilation of recent Ukrainian advances, sobering images highlight the 

grim discoveries being made on former battlefields in the Kharkiv region. 

Russia experiencing trouble with its wounded in Ukraine – Russia seems to be having trouble treating its 

wounded soldiers from the Ukraine front, according to Mark Krutov of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Krutov on 

Monday found that employees of Russian energy giant Gazprom "are being forced to chip in at least RUB 1000 (17 US 

dollars) each to buy medications for Russian soldiers wounded in Ukraine—due to the 'catastrophic lack of supplies in 

hospitals.'" In case you're curious, "this is not the first 'crowdfunding' attempt of a kind" for Gazprom employees; but it 

is "the first mandatory one," Krutov reported. "Everyone in the chat is obliged to provide proofs that they've sent 

money," he tweeted. 

Ukraine pushes 'pace,' stabilization in eastern offensive to deny Russia 'any foothold' - Ukrainian officials 

have announced efforts to urgently stabilize recently retaken eastern territory and stressed the need for rapid gains in 

order to deny Russia "any foothold on Ukrainian soil" with Russia's invasion nearing the seven-month mark. 

The rapid gains of recent weeks as Russian forces abandon occupied areas particularly in the region east of Kharkiv 

have left Ukrainian troops approach parts of the Donbas region long held by Kremlin-backed separatists as Kyiv seeks 

more Western arms to wage its defense. 

Ukrainian President Zelenskiy said in his nightly video address on September 19 that Kyiv's forces in the Kharkiv region 

were "stabilizing the situation [and] holding our positions...so firmly that the occupiers are clearly panicking." 

"We are now confident that the occupiers will not have any foothold on Ukrainian soil," he said. 

"The pace is very important now," Zelenskiy said amid rapidly falling temperatures in the region and concerns about 

the basic needs of residents who have remained. "The pace of stabilization in the liberated areas. The pace of 

movement of our troops. The pace of restoration of normal life in the liberated territory." 

Zelenskiy said last week that around 150,000 Ukrainians had lived under Russian occupation in the Kharkiv region for 

the past five months. 

U.K. Says Russia relocated black sea 

submarines as 'threat level' rose 

from Ukrainian attacks - British 

defense intelligence has said in its latest 

assessment that it believes Russia's Black 

Sea Fleet has moved submarines (pictures 

in Sevastopol to the right) from their 

home port on the annexed Crimean 

Peninsula to southern Russia in a sign of 

the increased threat to Russian forces of 

Ukraine's "long-range strike capability." 

The British Defense Ministry said in its 

intelligence update that the Black Sea 

Fleet's command "has almost certainly relocated its KILO-class submarines" from the waters off Sevastopol to 

Novorossiisk in the Krasnodar region. 

"This is highly likely due to the recent change in the local security threat level in the face of increased Ukrainian long-

range strike capability," it said. 
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It cited attacks in the past two months on the Russian fleet's headquarters and its main naval-aviation airfield. 

The British update said Russian President Vladimir Putin had thus undercut one of his main "motivations" for occupying 

and annexing Crimea from Ukraine in 2014 -- to provide a safe base for the fleet. 

"Base security has now been directly undermined by Russia's continued aggression against Ukraine," the ministry said. 

Impacts 

Russia's State Duma approved a bill toughening punishments for desertion, damage to military property, looting, 

defection, and insubordination if committed during military mobilization or combat situations. 

Sanctions 

Russian singer Pugacheva speaks out against Ukraine war, says Russia now a 'pariah' nation - Famed 

Russian singer Alla Pugacheva has spoken out against her country's war in Ukraine, saying it has made it a "pariah" 

nation and that the deaths in the conflict "weigh heavily" on Russian citizens. 

Pugacheva made the remarks in an Instagram post on September 18 in which she also said she wanted to be placed on 

Russia's "foreign agent" list two days after her TV presenter/comedian husband was designated as such by Moscow. 

The 73-year-old Pugacheva, who has been an iconic singer since the 1970s, remains popular throughout the former 

Soviet Union. 

She joins a small but growing number of Russian citizens who have spoken out against Russia's unprovoked February 24 

invasion of Ukraine, a conflict in which Russia has suffered heavy losses and has so far failed to accomplish most of its 

stated goals. 

This is causing a stir in Kremlin circles as Pugacheva is well-known throughout Russia and carries immense weight in 

public opinion. 

Russia's early resilience to sanctions is fading - its economy is on the back foot and Moscow could soon lose its 

place among the world's energy superpowers . 

Russia has stood up fairly well to sanctions so far this year, initially surprising experts and observers. But all of its 

maneuvering to isolate itself from the West amid measures to throttle the Kremlin's war financing could leave the 

country much worse off in the long run. 

Earlier in the year, Moscow's resilience in the face of sanctions had surprised analysts, but now experts say Russia's 

isolation from the West is setting up a disaster for its economy. 

In retaliation of Western sanctions, Moscow moved to shut out trade partners in the west, instead working exclusively 

with "friendly" nations that can stomach doing business with a pariah state. 

Under Putin's guidance, Russia has halted gas flows to Europe via the Nord Stream 1 pipeline and sold huge amounts of 

fuel supplies to China and India, causing EU policymakers to accuse Moscow of weaponizing energy. Official customs 

data showed China spent a record-breaking $8.3 billion importing Russian oil products, gas, and coal in August. 

But experts believe that, underneath that defiance, Russia's economy is withering.  

"What they propose to do is a recipe for long-term stagnation," Yuriy Gorodnichenko, a UC Berkeley economist, told my 

colleague, drawing comparisons to other isolated nations like North Korea, Afghanistan, and Cuba. 
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The International Monetary Fund forecasted that Russia's GDP will drop by 6% this year, as oil and gas sales made up 

nearly half of its GDP in 2021. 

Plus, Russia's "boycotting" of the dollar — which accounts for 88% of global foreign exchange transactions — means it 

limits the markets it can operate with.  

"What happens is that [isolationism] reduces the number of products that [Russia] can buy," Jay Zagorsky, a markets 

professor at Boston University, told Insider. "It can only buy Indian agricultural goods, it can only buy Chinese 

manufactured goods, that sort of thing. And when you limit yourself to one particular country you often end up not 

getting the highest quality, or the best price." 

As of September, Russian seaborne oil exports hit their lowest level in a year, with discounted crude becoming a less 

attractive option for Asian customers in yet another sign of economic calamity. 

And once the EU embargo kicks in this December, Russia's energy sector could be left with an extra 2.2 million barrels 

per day of spare oil to hand off. 

Putin 

WW3 fears as Putin prepares to go all in on Ukraine: Russia paves the way for conscription and scrambles to 

annex Ukrainian territories, warning the West 'all forces' will be used to defend them. 

Putin will address Russia tonight after 

day of quick-fire developments. 

Puppet leaders in occupied Ukraine 

vowed to hold referendums on 

becoming part of Russia later this 

week, with sham votes expected to 

easily pass. 

Putin ally warned 'all forces of self-

defense' will then be used to protect 

them Rubber-stamp parliament passed 

law paving war for official declaration 

of war. 

Putin appeared poised to go all-in on 

his war in Ukraine today, sparking 

fears of an escalation in fighting that 

could drag in NATO and spark World 

War Three. 

In a day of rapid-fire developments, 

Kremlin stooges in Ukraine's Luhansk, 

Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson 

regions simultaneously announced 

referendums on becoming part of 

Russia between September 23 and 27, 

with the sham votes expected to pass. 
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Dmitry Medvedev, a staunch Putin ally, then vowed 'all forces of self-defense' will be used to protect what he called 

'Russian territory' - teeing up a new phase in the conflict involving weapons and tactics the Kremlin has so-far held in 

reserve. 

Underlining that point, Moscow's rubber-stamp parliament passed new laws paving the way for Putin to end his 'special 

military operation' and officially declare a war, allowing him to mobilize Russia's massive population into the army. 

It comes after Ukraine humiliatingly routed Putin's forces to the east of Kharkiv and recaptured a swathe of territory, 

with the despot's allies, propagandists and political hardliners calling for an escalation amid calls for the president to 

resign. 

Putin was said to be preparing an address to the nation tonight, Russia's national broadcaster reported, without giving 

any further details.  

The White House this afternoon called the referendums 'an affront to principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity' 

and warned the US would never recognize Russia's claims to any annexed parts of Ukraine. 

NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg warned the sham votes were yet another 'escalation in Putin's war'. 

Olaf Scholz, the Chancellor of Germany, was also among the first Western leaders to react - saying the referendums are 

a 'sham' that must be rejected by world powers. 

'It is very, very clear that these sham referenda cannot be accepted and are not covered by international law,' Scholz 

said ahead of the UN General Assembly summit in New York, where leaders are gathered to discuss Ukraine 

Zelensky is due to give a virtual address to the summit after an emergency motion was granted. 

Asked about the referendums today, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said: 'From the very start of the 

operation... we said that the peoples of the respective territories should decide their fate, and the whole current 

situation confirms that they want to be masters of their fate.'  

It comes after Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan - who has played a careful middle-ground between Russia and 

Ukraine during the war - said that Putin is trying to end the war 'as soon as possible'. 

Erdogan, who spoke face-to-face with Putin during a summit in Uzbekistan last week, said: 'He is actually showing me 

that he's willing to end this as soon as possible. 

'That was my impression, because the way things are going right now are quite problematic.'  

Russian propagandists hailed news of a possible escalation in the war, with RT chief Margarita Simonyan saying: 

'Judging by what is happening and what is about to happen, this week marks either the eve of our imminent victory or 

the eve of nuclear war. I can't see any third way.' 

Hardline MP Leondid Slutsky welcomed the move, saying 'mobilization is timely and necessary'. 

'It is not Kiev and the Ukrainian people who are at war, but the puppet regime of the NATO bloc and the US president.' 

Putin has held off from declaring mobilization, apparently fearing the wrath of ordinary Russians who have so-far 

ignored the war or voiced support while knowing they had nothing to lose from it. 

It also comes against the backdrop of a growing number of politicians and public figures calling for him to resign over 

the military failings. 

The rout in Kharkiv handed Ukraine some 3,000 square miles of territory back and has split Russian forces across the 

Donbas and Kharkiv front, with Putin lacking the manpower to defend both simultaneously. 
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Putin's commanders are now trying to reinforce and push the Ukrainians back, while Zelensky's men hold the new line, 

probe defences, and advance where possible. 

Summing up the situation overnight, Zelensky said: 'We are stabilizing the situation, holding our positions. Firmly. So 

firmly that the occupiers are panicking tangibly. 

'We warned the Russian soldiers in Ukraine that they have only two options: Flee our land or surrender. 

'Thanks to the Security Service of Ukraine, we are now confident that the occupiers will not have any foothold on 

Ukrainian soil.' 

Serhiy Gaidai, governor of the occupied Luhansk region, said soldiers had pushed into the village of Bilohorivka - the 

first in Luhansk to be recaptured. 

It will provide the jumping-off point for an assault on the wider region with the aim of returning it to Ukrainian control, 

he added. 

However, he warned that Russia is preparing its defenses and 'we will not simply march in' - seeking to dampen 

anticipation of another Kharkiv-style rapid advance. 

Ukraine is also attacking towards the south, in Kherson, where its forces sank a Russian pontoon bridge transporting 

weapons and troops across the Dnipro River on Monday. 

'The situation remains tense, but under our control,' a spokesman for Ukraine's southern command said. 

Luhansk and the neighboring province of Donetsk comprise the industrialized eastern region of Donbas, which Moscow 

says it intends to seize as a primary aim of what it calls the 'special military operation' in Ukraine. 

Ukrainian troops have begun to push into Luhansk since driving Russian forces out of northeastern Kharkiv province in a 

lightning counter-offensive this month. 

In a sign of nervousness from a Moscow-backed administration in Donbas about the success of Ukraine's recent 

offensive, its leader called for urgent referendums on the region becoming part of Russia. 

Denis Pushilin, head of the Moscow-based separatist administration in Donetsk, called on his fellow separatist leader in 

Luhansk to combine efforts toward preparing a referendum on joining Russia. 

The Ukraine general staff said on Monday that fighting had been limited to the Donetsk region. 

Political expert Dmitry Oreshkin said: 'It is obvious that the words about mobilization uttered by [Communist Gennady] 

Zyuganov, [LDPR Leonid] Slutsky and [Just Russia Sergei] Mironov will inevitably be followed by 'some organizational 

steps'. 

'The Kremlin does not want to say this word, but instructs deputies appointed from the Kremlin to say it,' Oreshkin said 

in an interview with Vozdukh. 

'What is happening in Ukraine is unequivocally interpreted as a military defeat. 

'Holes need to be filled, and if so, then you need more cannon fodder. 

'The regime cannot do without mobilization in one form or another.' 

He warned: 'The 'Putin majority', 75%, who allegedly support the military operation, support it theoretically, as long as 

they can watch it on TV, lying on the couch, and as long as it does not concern them personally [...]. 
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'The problem is that this TV picture is increasingly at odds with reality. 

'The second problem is that a crawler sofa with a long-range weapon begins to crawl out from under the viewer's ass. 

'Either he can be called, or his son can be called, and in return he can get a bag of bones. 

'Then it's a completely different feeling. 

'People like to fight and win, but not at their own expense,' the political scientist concludes.' 

Powerful Putin ally Radyrov, the Chechen leader, said a week ago in words that now seem prophetic: 'If you ask me, my 

opinion as Ramzan Kadyrov, I will declare martial law, I will declare mobilization. 

Comment – It is obvious that Putin is humiliated by recent Ukrainian successes, marginal as they may be. It sidelined his 

original referendum plans, which are now reportedly being brought back into focus. It indicates a Kremlin panic with 

sudden decisions to conduct referendums in each of the four Oblasts. 

From what is being reported, there is now a heightened possibility of conflict escalation.  

Putin and the Kremlin do not have an easy escalation policy, given the drubbing they have faced and the now-apparent 

sanctions effect with Russia unable to arm itself, replenish its stocks and train an army sufficient in size and threat to 

re-take lost territory, never mind the whole of Ukraine. 

This must now be pretty clear to Putin and his colleagues. 

There now exists a heightened danger of escalation beyond just the Ukraine-Russian front. 

Containment 

US weighs escalation risk as Ukraine asks for longer-range missiles - While top U.S. administration and 

military officials praise Ukraine’s use of Western missiles, officials are showing no sign of fulfilling Kyiv’s requests for 

longer-range precision fires. The reason has to do with the Biden administration’s approach to escalation and even 

Russian threats. 

Ukraine has captured the “strategic initiative” in its effort to retake key terrain and turn the tide of war, Gen. Mark 

Milley, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told reporters traveling with him to Europe and the Middle East on 

Friday. Last week in Germany, Milley highlighted how well Ukraine was using U.S.-supplied HIMARS launchers and 

almost half a million rounds of 155mm ammunition, as well as Guided Multiple Launch Rocket System, or GMLRS, 

rockets. 

But Ukraine has been asking for the MGM-140 Army Tactical Missile System, or ATACMS, since February, a senior 

Ukrainian military official confirmed to Defense One. The missile, which can hit targets more than 185 miles away, 

would enable Ukraine to strike key supply lines inside  Russia or on the annexed Crimean peninsula. 

Last Friday, Milley declined to say why U.S. officials have so far declined to provide ATACMS.  

“The U.S. military are always evaluating various options and providing the President and Secretary of Defense with our 

estimates of the strategic operational and tactical cost, benefits and risks of approving any given weapons system. And 

we do that today. I would prefer not to discuss any kind of decisions that are currently under consideration,” he said. 

It took ‘couple of months’ to put US anti-radiation missiles on Ukrainian fighters, USAF reveals - It took 

only a “couple of months” for defense contractors to equip the Ukrainian air force’s Soviet-era MiG-29 and Su-27 

fighters with American-made AGM-88 High Speed Radiation Missiles, the head of US Air Forces in Europe said today. 
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“It was quite the effort,” said Gen. James Hecker during a roundtable at the Air Force Association’s Air, Space Cyber 

conference. “We have some early smart contractors that were able to make this happen. Now, is it as integrated as it is 

on an F-16? Of course not. So it doesn’t have all the capabilities that it would on an F-16.” 

On the battlefield, Russia is able to thwart the use of HARM missiles by turning off its radars. But that can benefit 

Ukraine as well, Hecker said. “Even though you don’t get a kinetic kill … you can get local air superiority for a period of 

time where you can do what you need to do.” 

Slovenia giving Ukraine 28 M-55S tanks - Prime Minister Robert Golob announced the transfer Monday, which 

includes the involvement of Berlin's military. "In exchange, Slovenia will receive 40 German military transport vehicles, 

namely 35 heavy 8x8 loading trucks and 5 heavy 8x8 water tanks," Golob's office said in a statement. 

GeoMilitary 

NATO 'Ready to act' in Kosovo if tensions with Serbia escalate - A deputy commander of NATO's 

peacekeeping mission in Kosovo says the alliance is "ready to act" and even prepared to increase troop numbers if 

trouble erupts amid a vehicle-licensing standoff between Kosovo and Serbia. 

Brigadier General Luca Piperni told journalists at the Kosovo Force (KFOR) headquarters in the Kosovar capital, Pristina: 

"We are vigilant and ready to act...if we have an increase of tensions, but we can also draw on reserve forces...that we 

can call in at short notice." 

Serbia doesn't recognize its former province Kosovo as an independent state, and 10 years of EU-mediated talks aimed 

at normalizing diplomatic and other mutual relations have so far failed. 

Kosovo's government has set a date of October 31 for imposing "reciprocal" local-registration requirements on vehicles 

crossing the Kosovar-Serbian border similar to those already required by Serbian authorities. 

Comment – Watch carefully for a feint by Putin in order to distract NATO and Western attention away from Ukraine. 

Serbia and Putin are closely allied and aligned. 

Air Force Secretary: ‘China would be making an enormous mistake to invade Taiwan’ - One day after 

President Biden said the U.S. would defend Taiwan militarily, his Air Force secretary issued a stern warning to Beijing: 

Don’t do it. 

Frank Kendall said Chinese leaders should look no further than Russia’s botched attempt to take over Ukraine to see 

why an invasion of Taiwan would not be easy and would have severe consequences. 

“China would be making an enormous mistake to invade Taiwan,” Kendall told reporters Monday at the Air and Space 

Forces Association’s Air, Space & Cyber conference.  

Kendall, has been sounding the alarm about China’s efforts to modernize since his time as the Pentagon’s top weapons 

buyer during the Obama administration, said there is “no evidence that there's an imminent invasion of Taiwan 

intended by anybody.”  

Kendall pointed to three miscalculations Russia made by invading Ukraine: 

• “The economic consequences of an act of aggression like that can be very significant,” 

• “What your military is telling you about how good it is, may not be true,” and 

• "The short war you imagine may not be the war you get.” 
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President Biden on Sunday told 60 Minutes that U.S. troops would help defend Taiwan from an invasion. It’s the third 

time since becoming president in January 2021 that Biden said the U.S. would help defend Taiwan. The White House 

said the U.S. official position of strategic ambiguity has not changed, despite Biden’s comments. 

“I believe that the Taiwanese people would fight, and I believe that we would assist them in some form,” Kendall said. 

Since Becoming Air Force secretary in July 2021, Kendall has worked to prioritize weapons programs that counter 

China’s military modernizations. He’s regularly said his top three priorities are “China, China, China”—a phrase Patrick 

Shanahan often used during his six months as acting defense secretary, during the Trump administration. 

“My job [and] our job in the Air Force certainly, is to have our forces be as capable, and as ready as they can be at any 

time,” Kendall said. “I see the risk...increasing over time as China modernizes.” 

The U.S. military must stay ahead, Kendall said. In recent years the Pentagon has prioritized the development of new 

weapons, including hypersonic missiles and a new generation of warplanes. 

“The United States is the most powerful military in the world,” Kendall said. “It is going to stay the most powerful 

military in the world.” 

Russia increasing aggression over Syria as Ukraine losses mount - Russian military leaders have responded to 

losses in Ukraine by escalating the air campaign over Syria.  

“Some of the personalities of Russian leadership that [are] in Syria right now, some of those Russian general officers 

frankly failed in Ukraine,” said Lt. Gen. Alex Grynkewich, commander of the 9th Air Force, which includes Central and 

Southwest Asia.  

“Now they are in Syria, and my assessment is they are trying to make a name for themselves again and regain favorable 

standing within the Russian armed forces,” Grynkewich said at the annual Air, Space & Cyber Conference. “Frankly it’s a 

bit concerning where we have forces on the ground and armed Russian aircraft that fly over them.”  

The U.S. has about 900 troops still in Syria, and they are in contact with the Russian military “every single day, 

intercepting them, escorting them, and making sure our forces on the ground remain safe,” he said.  

Russia’s increased aggression in Syria has included incursions into the airspace near the U.S.-operated An-Tanf garrison 

near the Iraq border. For previous flights, Russia notified the U.S. and deconflicted the moves, Grynkewich said.  

“They stopped giving us that phone call,” he said. 

Humanitarian 

Izyum's residents describe desperate life under Russian occupation - Russian forces terrorized residents 

throughout their six-month occupation of Izyum, a strategic hub in northeast Ukraine, with witnesses and victims this 

week recounting the torture, killings and forced disappearances that soldiers carried out. 

A Ukrainian man said 62 people hid in a basement used as a bomb shelter during World War II. Izyum was captured by 

Russian forces in March and retaken by the Ukrainian Army in early September. A local woman said that for much of 

the occupation, people stayed hidden underground as Russian troops went door-to-door with lists of people they were 

hunting. 

The stench of death hangs over a small forest in northeastern Ukraine. 

Already, hundreds of bodies have been retrieved, including those of children, Ukrainian forensic technicians here say. 
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In Izyum, one of 20 towns and cities liberated in the recent surprise Ukrainian counteroffensive, investigators are 

struggling to keep count of the bodies being recovered from beneath the forest floor. 

More than a dozen sweat-soaked workers, wearing bulletproof vests and helmets under their biohazard suits, exhumed 

bodies from a makeshift gravesite over the weekend, taking frequent cigarette breaks. A worker was seen dry-heaving 

multiple times. 

On Friday, police found a mass grave with the bodies of 17 Ukrainian soldiers. Many had broken bones, hands tied 

behind their backs and other signs of torture. But civilians have been buried here, too. 

GeoPolitics 

Four Russia-occupied regions announce referendum plans - Moscow-installed leaders in occupied areas of 

four Ukrainian regions plan to hold referendums on joining Russia in coming days, a challenge to the West that could 

sharply escalate the war and drew condemnation from Ukraine and its allies. 

"The Russians can do whatever they want. It will not change anything," Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba said 

on Tuesday in response to reporters' questions at the United Nations. 

In the apparently coordinated move, pro-Russian figures announced referendums for Sept. 23-27 in Luhansk, Donetsk, 

Kherson and Zaporizhzhia provinces, representing around 15% of Ukrainian territory, or an area about the size of 

Hungary. 

Russia already considers Luhansk and Donetsk, which together make up the Donbas region Moscow partially occupied 

in 2014, to be independent states. Ukraine and the West consider all parts of Ukraine held by Russian forces to be 

illegally occupied. 

Some pro-Kremlin figures framed the referendums as an ultimatum to the West to accept Russian territorial gains or 

face an all-out war with a nuclear-armed foe. 

"Encroachment onto Russian territory is a crime which allows you to use all the forces of self–defence," Dmitry 

Medvedev, a former Russian president and now hawkish deputy chairman of President Vladimir Putin's Security 

Council, said on social media. 

Margarita Simonyan, editor-in-chief of the pro-Kremlin RT TV station, wrote: "Today a referendum, tomorrow 

recognition as part of the Russian Federation, the day after tomorrow strikes on Russian territory become a full-fledged 

war between Ukraine and NATO and Russia, untying Russia's hands in every respect." 

Comment – We have been highlighting this possibility since the second month of Russia’s invasion. This may the only 

way for them to legitimately (under Russian Constitutional Law) declare war and mobilize. 

Western leaders dismiss referendums planned in Russian-controlled areas of Ukraine as illegitimate - 

Western leaders have rejected plans by authorities in the Russian-occupied territories of Ukraine to hold referendums 

in the coming days on joining the territories to Russia. 

U.S. national-security adviser Sullivan said Washington rejected any such referendums "unequivocally," while German 

Chancellor Scholz and French President Macron both used the word "sham" to describe the referendums that pro-

Moscow separatists said would be held starting on September 23 in four territories occupied by Russia. 

"This has no legal standing," Macron said on September 20 before addressing the UN General Assembly in New York. 

"The very idea of organizing referendums in territories that have experienced war...is the sign of cynicism." 
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Russian news agencies reported earlier on September 20 that the so-called public council in Ukraine's Kherson region -- 

large parts of which have been under Moscow's military control since March -- urged the Russian-imposed authorities 

to "immediately" hold a vote on the region joining the Russian Federation. 


