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Conflict Update # 117 

July 11th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko 
is likely continuing to allow Russia access to 

Belarusian airspace to indicate support to Russian 

President Vladimir Putin without risking the 

consequences of direct Belarusian military 

involvement in Ukraine. 

Russian forces conducted limited and 

unsuccessful ground assaults northwest of 

Slovyansk and west of Donetsk City. 

Russian forces continued air and artillery 

strikes around Siversk and Bakhmut. 

Russian forces conducted localized ground 

assaults northwest of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces continued to focus on defensive 

operations along the entire Southern Axis. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

conducted a limited ground assault northwest of 

Slovyansk and otherwise fired heavily on Ukrainian 

positions in the vicinity of the E40 Izyum-Slovyansk 

highway on July 11.  

Russian forces reportedly conducted an 

unsuccessful attack on Krasnopillya, a settlement 

directly along the E40 highway within 20km northwest of Slovyansk. Luhansk People‘s Republic (LNR) Deputy Internal 

Minister Vitaly Kiselyov claimed that Russian troops took control of Bohorodychne, but Ukrainian sources continued to 

indicate that the settlement is under heavy artillery fire and that Russian forces have yet to fully capture the village.  

Russian forces conducted air and artillery strikes on areas northwest of Slovyansk including Dolyna, Dibrovne, Mazanivka, 

Adamivka, and Kurulka, and struck Cherkaske to the northwest of Kramatorsk. They will likely continue to strike the 

Slovyansk-Kramatorsk area from positions to the northwest along the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border to prepare for 

eventual assaults on both Slovyansk and Kramatorsk. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations west of the Luhansk Oblast border around Siversk on July 11. The Ukrainian 

General Staff (UGS) noted that Russian forces did not conduct any active ground assaults around Siversk, but Russian 

Telegram channels reported that Russian forces are fighting around Ivano-Darivka (less than 10km southeast of Siversk) 
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in order to advance to Vyimka and gain access to the T0513 

highway that runs northward into Siversk. While ISW 

cannot independently confirm Russian claims of ground 

attacks to the south of Siversk, Russian troops are likely 

continuing various offensive operations, including intensive 

shelling, in the area in order to prepare to advance on the 

city. Russian forces additionally shelled Zakitne, 

Serebryanka, Hryhorivka, Bilohorivka, Verkhmokamyanske, 

and Zvanivka. 

Russian forces conducted artillery and airstrikes to the 

west, south, and east of Bakhmut on July 11. UGS reported 

that enemy forces shelled Chasiv Yar (10km directly west of 

Bakhmut), Klishchiivka (10km southwest of Bakhmut), and 

Zaitseve (20km south of Bakhmut). They also shelled areas 

to the northeast of Bakhmut, including Spirne, Berestove 

and Pokrovske. 

Russian forces conducted a limited and unsuccessful ground 

attack west of Donetsk City on July 11. The Ukrainian 

General Staff stated that Russian forces retreated after a 

failed attack on Mariinka, about 20km west of Donetsk City.  

Russian forces also continued artillery strikes along the 

Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline and seemingly intensified air 

and artillery operations in the direction of the Donetsk-

Zaporizhia Oblast border. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

continued to conduct localized ground assaults northwest 

of Kharkiv City on July 11. The Derhachi City Council 

reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian assaults 

towards Tsupivka, Dementiivka, Velyki Prokhody, and the 

Zolochiv-Kozacha Lopan direction. Russian forces continued 

air, artillery, and missile strikes on Kharkiv City and 

settlements to the north, northeast, and east of Kharkiv 

City. 
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Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces did not launch offensive 

operations on the Southern Axis on July 11 and 

focused on maintaining defensive positions, but 

continued air, artillery, and missile strikes along 

the entire Southern Axis line of contact.  

Ukrainian sources reported that Russian fighter 

jets launched four Kh-31 missiles at an 

unspecified coastal settlement and three Kh-31 

missiles at an unspecified agricultural area in 

Odesa Oblast from positions over Crimea, likely 

aiming at production and other critical 

infrastructure. 

Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian 

ammunition depots and command points in 

Kherson and Zaporizhia Oblast on July 11. 

Advisor to Kherson Oblast Military 

Administration Head Serhiy Khlan reported that 

Ukrainian forces struck a Russian command 

center and equipment concentration in Tavriisk 

(approximately 62km east of Kherson City).  

Khlan stated that Russian forces moved a 

military equipment unloading site from Oleskhy 

(5km southeast of Kherson City) to Radensk 

(25km southeast of Kherson City), likely in 

response to increased Ukrainian strikes on 

Russian military infrastructure in and around 

Kherson City.  

Khlan also stated that Russian forces are preparing for urban warfare in case a Ukrainian counteroffensive does reach 

Kherson City and have strengthened security and filtration measures around the city. Ukrainian Strategic 

Communications Center noted that Ukrainian forces also struck a Russian ammunition depot in Tokmak, approximately 

50km northeast of Melitopol on July 11. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian forces continue to face desertion and personnel shortages. 

Pro-Russian Telegram channel Moscow Calling published an image of a billboard listing 300 servicemen of the 205th 

Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade of the 49th Combined Arms Army who refused to participate in the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine. 

UGS had previously reported that the 205th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (based in Budyonnovsk, Stavrolpol Krai) 

was deployed to Mariupol and Zaporizhia Oblast efforts on March 3. The billboard further supports the UGS report that 

Russian forces are seeing increasing cases of disobedience and desertion within Russian forces. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Ukrainian partisans continued to target Russian collaborators and Russian 

occupation authorities yesterday and today. The Ukrainian Resistance Center and Russian Telegram channels confirmed 

that unknown assailants killed Russian-appointed Head of Velyky Burluk (northeastern Kharkiv Oblast) Yevgeniy Yunakov 
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by planting an explosive device on his car. The attack happened only four days after Russian occupation authorities 

announced the creation of the Russian occupation administration in occupied settlements of Kharkiv Oblast.  

Russian milblogger Yuri Kotyenok also reported that unknown assailants (presumably Ukrainian partisans) attempted to 

assassinate Russian-appointed Kherson Oblast Military-Civil Administration Head Vladimir Saldo by planting an 

improvised explosive device along his drive. Russian media also reported that “Ukrainian regime militants” attempted to 

kill Melitopol District Head Andrey Sigutu on July 11. 

The Kremlin continues to set annexation conditions for Ukrainian territories outside of Donbas. Putin signed a decree 

that simplifies the process for all Ukrainians to obtain Russian citizenship. The law had previously simplified passport 

distribution in the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR and LNR), Kherson, and Zaporizhia Oblasts, and may 

indicate the Kremlin’s intention to annex other occupied territories like Kharkiv Oblast. LNR Ambassador to Russia Rodion 

Miroshnik also claimed that 20 occupied Luhansk Oblast settlements paired with separate administrative districts and 

oblasts in Russia. 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko is likely continuing to grant Russian forces access to Belarusian 

airspace to demonstrate at least nominal support to Russian President Vladimir Putin without risking direct military 

involvement of Belarusian Armed Forces in operations in Ukraine.  

Deputy Chief of the Main Operational Department of the Ukrainian General Staff Oleksiy Gromov previously reported on 

July 7 that the Belarusian government transferred use of the Pribytki airfield in Gomel Oblast to Russia. Independent 

Belarusian monitoring organization The Hajun Project similarly reported on July 11 that a Russian Airborne Warning and 

Control System (AWACS) aircraft flew into Belarusian airspace for the first time since April 4.  

The Hajun Project noted that the Belarusian government introduced new airspace restrictions along the border with 

Ukraine where the AWACS aircraft patrolled between July 10 and 11. Taken together, these data points likely indicate 

that Lukashenko is attempting to provide support to Putin's war in Ukraine short of direct Belarusian military intervention 

in an effort to respond to the pressure Putin is likely putting on him.  

As ISW has previously assessed, the likelihood of direct Belarusian involvement in the war in Ukraine remains low due to 

the effect that might have on the stability and even survival of Lukashenko’s regime. 

Russian military strikes are gradually widening across Ukraine's Donetsk region as Moscow's invading forces 

continue to flatten and prepare to occupy more land. It's day 138 of Vladimir Putin's Ukraine invasion, and his patchwork 

of soldiers are temporarily exhausted, but their officers show no signs of stopping the wider war anytime soon. Indeed, 

Putin just signed a decree on Monday fast-tracking Russian citizenship to all Ukrainians, not just those living in currently 

occupied lands like the Luhansk oblast and the Crimean peninsula, according to Russian state-run media TASS.  

Disinfo watch: "I know there's been some Russian reports that they have destroyed Ukrainian HIMARS systems; [but] 

that is not correct," a Pentagon official said Friday. "And the ones that have already been provided are fully accounted 

for, the Ukrainians are still using them in the fight." With this latest addition of four more HIMARS systems, the U.S. will 

have sent a dozen units to Kyiv's forces; eight are already in-country. 

The Pentagon's message to Moscow: "If the Russians think they can outlast the Ukrainians, they need to rethink 

that," a defense official said last Friday, "because this effort—we are already pivoting towards thinking about what the 

Ukrainians will need in the months and years ahead."  

Another Pentagon official told reporters the flow of U.S. arms to Ukraine "is a steady drumbeat now and it is a long-term 

commitment…So we'll be ready for whatever the experts tell us is required for the battlefield. And if there is a peak or 

an ebb or flow I'm sure we'll work that in." 
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Clearance of Snake Island Opens Route to Ukraine's Danube River Ports - Ukraine is working to revive long-

idled inland ports along the northern edge of the Danube River Delta, and with the removal of Russian forces from Snake 

Island, it may be able to increase their potential. The Reni port complex on the Ukrainian side of the Danube (pictured 

below). Reni, Izmail and Kiliya now have improved access to the Black Sea 

The northernmost branch of the Danube delta 

follows Ukraine's southern border, and it is lined 

with a series of small riverine ports. These might 

not have merited global attention in years past, 

but with Russia blockading all of Ukraine's 

coastline, they have taken on a new importance.  

Odesa and Mykolaiv have historically handled a 

massive share of the nation's grain exports, but 

these seaports and terminals are cut off from 

global commerce by the Russian Navy. This leaves 

Ukraine with very few options for exporting its 

crops, and some 25 million tonnes of grain are 

currently sitting in storage. Road and rail transport are not up to the task of carrying this much grain overland into 

neighboring countries. 

However, some of the ports on the Danube are taking up part of the load. The port at Reni, about 50 nm upriver on the 

northern branch of the Danube, has been underutilized but is now undergoing reactivation. Alla Stoyanova, head of the 

Odesa region's department of agricultural policy, told the Guardian that the Reni port complex can't replace Odesa, but 

it can contribute. 

Impacts 

Eastern Europe supply chain regroups to aid Ukraine cargoes - Ports in Eastern Europe have identified 

alternative export routes to help boost Ukraine’s cargoes, as the war with Russia rages on. Ukraine closed all its ports on 

24 February, when the Russian invasion started. 

With Russia and Ukraine together supplying about 30 per cent of the world’s grain, it has become increasingly urgent to 

identify alternative ways to export Ukraine’s agricultural goods as well as improve import supplies to keep its economy 

running as normally as possible. 

The Port of Costanta has proved vital since the start of the war serving as key hub for Ukraine cargoes. However, 

increasing congestion at the port prompted carrier Maersk to adopt emergency measures to keep supply chains moving 

as much as is operationally feasible. 

To alleviate the congestion, Maersk decided to activate its Safiport terminal in Turkey. 

Meanwhile, Romania has recently reopened a Soviet-era rail link connecting its Danube River Port of Galati to Ukraine – 

a month earlier than originally planned. Transport Minister Sorin Grindeanu made the announcement on social media 

channels on 7 July. 

According to reports, Romania has already facilitated the export of more than 1 million tons of Ukrainian grain since the 

war began. 
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Since Russia’s invasion, the Port of Giurgiulesti in Moldova has also been helping get grain and fuel in and out of 

neighboring Ukraine. 

The port, located at the confluence of Danube and Prut rivers, has witnessed an astonishing surge in cargo volumes as it 

became a key supplier for war-torn Ukraine: volumes more than doubled in the first half of this year.  

“Today, not only does Giurgiulesti Port safeguard supply chains for Moldovan importers and exporters, but since the start 

of the war on Ukraine it has also played a key role in helping to uphold supplies to and from Ukraine,” said Alain Pilloux, 

Vice-President at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

The Ports of Varna in Bulgaria together with other facilities in Poland and Lithuania are also developing transit corridors 

from Ukraine, which only recently regained control of the key outpost on Snake Island as its port operations could now 

possibly resume. 

Snake Island is strategically located south of Ukraine’s major Port of Odessa in the Black Sea. 

Ukraine War and Food Prices 

 

Turkey's Erdogan Speaks With Putin, Zelenskyy About Ukrainian Grain Exports - Turkish President Erdogan 

has discussed Ukrainian grain exports in separate phone calls with Russian President Putin and Ukrainian President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

Ukraine and its allies have pushed for the reopening of Ukraine's Black Sea ports, which Kyiv says are shut because of a 

Russian blockade. Western countries have increased their demands for the reopening of the ports to allow shipments of 

grain, especially to countries in the Middle East and Africa that depend on Ukrainian grain to feed their populations. 

Erdogan told Putin that it is time to take action regarding a UN plan to establish safe corridors in the Black Sea for grain 

exports. He also reiterated that a lasting and just peace should be negotiated to end the war, according to a statement 

from the government communications office quoted by the state news agency Anadolu. 
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Zelenskyy said on Twitter that he appreciated Erdogan's help on resuming grain exports and added that Russia also must 

be stopped from taking Ukrainian grain from occupied territories. 

Erdogan, who has offered to mediate on the grain issue, also discussed the situation with Putin. 

The Kremlin said that the two leaders also discussed economic cooperation and a planned "Russian-Turkish meeting at 

the highest level" in the near future. No further details were provided. 

The Ukrainian Navy, meanwhile, said it had begun helping to facilitate the export of Ukrainian agricultural products. The 

navy said in a statement that eight foreign ships had arrived at Ukrainian ports. 

It said the assistance was possible because Ukraine managed to retake Snake Island, a strategic outpost in the Black Sea. 

The statement, which was posted on Facebook, also notes that currently most Ukrainian ports remain blocked, and some 

are occupied. 

Moscow said it would allow Ukrainian ships loaded with food products to leave if Ukraine's military demined the waters 

off Odesa and other ports. 

But Ukraine says it cannot demine the coast because Russia would "use grain corridors to attack southern Ukraine." 

Russian Assault on World Order Falters and Fails - Russia’s attack on Ukraine has clearly lost momentum, but the 

intensity of its multi-prong confrontation with the West keeps rising. Russian military command announced an 

“operational pause” in Donbas after the hard battles for Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, implicitly admitting that a 

regrouping of battalions, which have not been rotated in four months of fighting, is necessary before the push to 

Slovyansk.  

This inability to sustain offensive operations contrasts sharply with Putin’s words that “we have not even started anything 

in earnest” in Ukraine. Putin’s boasting departs only slightly from the usual assurances that the “special military 

operation” is going perfectly according to plan, which in retrospect appears strategically incomprehensible. Attempts to 

pin blame for the war on the collective West also fit the Kremlin’s usually embellished discourse, but the idea that the 

West-enforced world order has been decisively broken from day one of Russia’s military operation rings more discordant 

than most harangues about a multipolar world. 

Putin appears to believe deeply in the global and historical impact of his decision to invade Ukraine, so much so, that the 

failure to crush a neighboring state he perceives as an artificial construct is camouflaged by the presumed breakdown of 

Western influence over the world order.  

He is conveniently blind to the paradox that aggression driven by imperial ambitions is supposed to reinforce the anti-

Western and anti-imperial aspirations in the Global South. The Russian leader’s resort to brutal force according to the 

old-fashioned exploitation of war as an instrument of policy may answer some deep concerns in Russian public opinion, 

but it certainly alarms most non-Western audiences that traditionally support Russia’s bold stance against the collective 

West. The Russia Federation’s assault on the basic rules of the international order reverberates strongly in energy 

markets and imperils global food security. But in reality, the transformation of the world order proceeds more 

constructively and less chaotically than the Kremlin imagines. 

The meeting of G20 foreign ministers in Bali, Indonesia, in early July illustrated this unsteady process and showed that 

Moscow has little influence on the world order’s course. Furthermore, the G7 has strengthened its profile because of 

regained unity in recent months.  

Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov had little to contribute to the discussions on matters of global concern and focused more 

on countering the Western boycott against him. He sought to lay the groundwork for Putin’s participation in the future 

G20 summit scheduled for mid-November 2022, but the possibility of Putin’s in-person presence does not look probable. 
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Big and small states of the disunited and disconcerted Global South may show little interest in joining the sanctions 

regime against Russia and even try to benefit from buying Russian oil at a discount, but these nations are certainly not 

ready to express any solidarity with Moscow’s brutal aggression. The meeting ended without a joint statement and group 

photo, and Lavrov’s scorn regarding UK Prime Minister Jonson’s resignation did not earn him any diplomatic points.  

Perhaps the most consequential meeting on the sidelines of the G20 gathering was between US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi; Moscow has good reason to follow this dialogue with especially keen 

attention. 

 Russian policymakers have worked on the assumption that the fundamental conflict between the United States and 

China is the main driver in the breakdown of the international order, and the escalation of this clash—seen as inevitable—

will divert Western attention from the Ukraine war and grant Russia an opportunity to escape from the deadlock in 

Donbas.  

Russian leaders are therefore not overly upset about the lack of material support from Beijing in the current conflict and 

seek to boost ties with India and Vietnam (which Lavrov visited on his way to Indonesia) to reduce dependency on the 

Russian Federation’s neighbor. China demonstrates indifference to these activities and tends to shrug off Russian 

overtures to expand the United Nations Security Council by reserving a permanent seat for India, instead generally 

inclining to accept Moscow’s subordinate position. 

The region that best illustrates Russian perceptions regarding the world order is the Middle East, but Moscow is worried 

about the fast decline of its capacity for manipulating local conflicts there. The notorious Wagner Group, for example, is 

presently focusing on recruiting criminals in Russian prisons for fighting in Donbas rather than sustaining its activities in 

Libya.  

Syria serves as Russia’s main anchor to the Middle East, and the Kremlin is trying its best to dissuade Turkey from 

launching another land-grabbing offensive and exploiting the reduction of Russian military presence in the country.  

Seeking to assert its key role, Russia opted to veto the UN Security Council resolution that would have secured the 

continuation of the flow of humanitarian aid into rebel-controlled Idlib province, much to Turkey’s chagrin. Growing 

tensions in the Middle East severely affect Russian interests regarding the fluctuation of oil prices, and the forthcoming 

visits of US President Joe Biden to Israel and Saudi Arabia are being watched with increased anxiety. 

The worldview from Moscow is increasingly distorted by the Ukraine war, but the high-risk decision to start this ill-

planned invasion was shaped by the perception of a collapsing world order. Thus, at the time, the re-invasion of Ukraine 

was deemed the best option for Russia to accelerate this catastrophic process rather than wait for its consequences. Yet, 

this preemptive strike has instead yielded results opposite of the quasi-apocalyptic expectations (perhaps influenced by 

the COVID-19 pandemic), as the collective West has restored its solidarity under re-energized US leadership.  

India and Turkey may prefer to collect benefits from staying neutral, but China—which did not want the war to spread 

and now does not want Russia to be defeated—is gradually coming to the conclusion that a gradual reconstruction, rather 

than a complete breakdown, of the evolving global system is in its best interest.  

This leaves Russia not in the vanguard of a presumed historic process but on a collision course with it. Even so, it will take 

plenty more resistance from a defiant Ukraine to ensure such an outcome. 

Widening of conflict 

The war in Ukraine has increased tensions between Kosovo and Serbia - Long before the conflict in Ukraine 

escalated into a full-scale war by Russia, tensions existed in the Western Balkans, as did Russia's interest in the Western 

Balkans remaining a troubled area within Europe and being used as a threat, whenever deemed useful to its interests. 
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Not more than six years ago, the involvement of the Russian secret service in a failed coup in Montenegro was confirmed. 

This was at a time when Montenegro was concluding the procedures for NATO membership, and this certainly did not 

suit Russia.  

Ever closer relations were also seen between the Prime Minister of Northern Macedonia, Nikola Gruevski, and Russian 

Putin — relations that clearly hindered the progress of the Macedonian state towards NATO membership. On the other 

hand, the close relations that the representative of the Republika Srpska in Bosnia and Herzegovina Milorad Dodik 

cultivated with Putin gave a clear signal of Russia's motives and interests in this part of Europe.  

And finally, sustaining tense relations between Kosovo and Serbia, turns out to be a well-thought-out strategy of the 

Russian Federation to cement its influence in the region. 

Aware of increased Russian interest in the Balkans, Kosovo has been committed and has taken appropriate action to 

thwart any destabilizing efforts in the country. In this sense, last year, the Government of Kosovo declared non-grata two 

Russian diplomats who operated in Kosovo, on the grounds that they posed a threat to the national security of Kosovo. 

However, after the Russian attack on Ukraine, the alarm was raised about the possibility of escalating the conflict in the 

Western Balkans because of the unresolved issue between Kosovo and Serbia and the fragile political situation in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina.  

However, despite increased attention in Ukraine, the US and the EU rebalanced their focus on the Western Balkans. A 

senior US delegation visited the region, where the main demand was to end the “status quo” between Kosovo and Serbia. 

On the other hand, since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, the EU has been more vocal in calling for Serbia to side 

with the West in imposing sanctions on Russia. 

Incidents in northern Kosovo 

Two attacks on police in northern Kosovo in April, which it is not clear who carried them out, but which the Kosovo 

government has described as an attempt to destabilize from the outside, brought back mutual accusations between the 

parties. Although the case is under investigation, the Kosovo government described it as a terrorist attack, claiming that 

bullets fired at police vehicles were fired from Serbian territory. 

Minister of Internal Affairs Xhelal Sveçla and Police Director Samedin Mehmeti said in a joint press conference that the 

border police officers were attacked for three days in a row, during the shifts at the border point with Serbia- Jarinje. 

According to Svecla, the first attempted attack was carried out by placing metal hedgehogs on the national road, “in 

order to disable the work of the Kosovo Police and at the same time endanger the lives of police officers.” In the second 

attack, stones were thrown at the Kosovo Police. 

The third attack was carried out with firearms near the checkpoint set up in order to prevent the use of illegal roads. 

Albanian and Serb police officers were traveling in the police vehicle. 

Despite reaching some agreements in the past that also deal with the security aspect in the north, they have not 

contributed to maintaining calm. In some cases, Kosovo's own officials have reiterated that Serbia continues to keep the 

parallel structures in the north alive, aiming to create tensions whenever Belgrade demands it.  

Attacks like these in the north have often served to create a new situation on the ground, after which negotiations have 

begun. Since the post-war period, the so-called “Civil Protection” structure has operated in the north through 

intimidation and blackmail as a means to maintain the presence of the state of Serbia in this part of the territory. The 

attempt of Kosovo institutions to extend sovereignty to the north has usually met with resistance from Serbs. This has 

been accompanied by roadblocks and attacks on police. 
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It is worth mentioning that Kosovo and Serbia have signed an agreement to dismember the “Civil Protection” and the 

former members of this structure — 483 are integrated in Kosovo central institutions. 

Unstable “status quo” 

US Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs Karen Donfried said that this situation suits only Russia, 

which is interested in expanding the conflict. Thus, concrete steps were demanded towards reaching a final agreement 

which would include all unresolved issues between the two parties 

Nearly 10 months after the last Kurti-Vucic meeting, they were invited to an informal dinner in Berlin hosted by the EU's 

special envoy for dialogue, Miroslav Lajçak. Earlier, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz met separately with Vucic and Kurti, 

who sought the commitment of both to reach a final solution. 

But the parties have not given clear signals that they will change their positions. While Kurti insists that mutual 

recognition must be at the center of the agreement, Vucic has ruled it out, demanding that Kosovo meet its obligation to 

establish an Association of Serb-Majority Municipalities. 

Putin compares Kosovo with the regions in Ukraine and the Caucasus 

The case of Kosovo has continued to be mentioned by Kremlin officials to justify the annexation of territories in Ukraine. 

After meeting with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Putin said he had personally read the ICJ ruling on Kosovo, 

according to which the implementation of the right to self-determination for the territory of a given part does not oblige 

it to request permission to declare sovereignty from the country from which it secedes. 

“This is written in relation to Kosovo and this decision has been supported by all. If this is the case, then the Republic of 

Donbas and the Republic of Donetsk have the same rights to not implement Kyiv’s central authority when declaring their 

sovereignty, as the precedent exists,” said Putin. 

Russia's interest in linking its political and military actions to the Balkans is longstanding but has intensified after the 

attack on Ukraine. 

Sanctions 

Germany shut down the Nord Stream 1 Pipeline today for a pre-scheduled 10-day maintenance period. Whether 

or not Russian natural gas will resume westward flows to Germany after repairs are made is anybody's guess.  

The 55 bcm/yr pipeline is a key component of the energy détente forged between Germany--the economic and 

manufacturing heart of Europe--and post-Cold War Russia. It has also inculcated a German dependency on Russian gas 

that has shaped German economic and security policy (and, by extension, Europe's) since the project first entered the 

planning phase over 20 years ago. 

Canada Sends Nord Stream 1 Turbine To Germany - Canada will return a repaired turbine to Germany that is 

needed for the Nord Stream 1 gas pipeline and could help to ensure continued flows of energy until Europe can end its 

dependency on Russian gas, Canada’s minister of natural resources said. 

The Canadian government said in a statement on Saturday it was issuing a “time-limited and revocable permit” to exempt 

the return of turbines from its Russian sanctions and also announced new measures against Moscow in response to its 

invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24. 

Russia last month cited the delayed return of the turbine, which Germany’s Siemens Energy ENR1n.DE, SIEGn.DE has 

been servicing in Canada, as the reason behind its reduction of flows to 40% of capacity through the Nord Stream 1 gas 

pipeline to Europe. 
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Lithuania imposes more traffic restrictions on Kaliningrad despite second thoughts - Lithuanian customs 

have imposed a ban on the transit of Russian cement, alcohol and other products on their way to Kaliningrad by rail. The 

restrictions came into force on Sunday, 10 July, after a lengthy consultation period with the European Union.  

The ban came into force after the expiry of the transitional period provided for in the fifth package of the European 

Union’s (EU) restrictive measures against Russia. This is the second round of restrictions imposed by Lithuania on 

Kaliningrad transit. On 17 June, the Baltic state banned the rail transit of steel and ferrous metals to the Russian exclave. 

In response, Russia threatened to retaliate, accusing Lithuania of breaking international agreements. 

Humanitarian 

Russian War Crimes in Ukraine Are Backfiring - Putin’s tactic of targeting civilian populations has finally backfired. 

Instead of demoralizing war-weary Ukrainians it has galvanized its European neighbors and re-invigorated NATO. 

This comes as two Russian missiles hit a crowded shopping center in the city of Kremenchuk, killing over 20 people and 

injuring 59. The number of casualties is expected to rise in the coming days. Ukrainian President Zelenskyy has labelled 

the attack “one of the most daring terrorist attacks in European history” and claimed that it was timed to cause as many 

casualties as possible. 

Before Kremenchuk it was Mariupol that bore the brunt of Putin’s attacks on civilians. Russian forces conducted both 

targeted and indiscriminate attacks on the city, including apartment blocks, hospitals, schools and civic buildings. The 

city’s mayor, Vadym Boichenko, has claimed that approximately 21,000 civilians have been killed. 250 Ukrainian soldiers 

eventually surrendered what remains of the city to Russian forces in May after holding out for weeks in the Azovstal 

steelworks. Mariupol is now in ruin. 

The abhorrent attack on civilians in Mariupol reached its peak when Russian forces bombed a theatre, killing at least a 

dozen people. The word ‘children’ had been written in large letters outside the building. 

These tactics were also used on Kharkiv and Chernihiv. Amnesty International documented numerous indiscriminate 

attacks in Kharkiv, with buildings destroyed and at least nine people killed in one attack. In Chernihiv, 47 civilians were 

killed when Russian airstrikes hit two schools and several apartment blocks. 

Russia has form here, with Putin targeting civilian populations as a well-worn tactic to demoralize communities and 

achieve his strategic goals. The targeting, terrorizing, and killing of civilians was used to horrific effect in Syria from 2015.  

In partnership with Syrian government forces, Russian forces besieged and attacked civilian areas, including hospitals and 

schools. This included the use of ‘barrel’ bombs and chemical weapons, costing the lives of thousands of innocent people 

and causing untold misery. 

Let’s be clear, both the indiscriminate and deliberate targeting of civilians constitutes war crimes. The president of the 

United States, Joe Biden, has publicly accused Putin of being a war criminal and the International Criminal Court is 

conducting an investigation over alleged war crimes committed by Russian forces. 

But Putin’s tactics have finally backfired. 

NATO, Russia’s biggest adversary, has been horrified by the attacks on civilians this close to its borders. At the recent 

NATO summit in Madrid, President Biden announced the United States would significantly increase its military 

deployments in Europe. This includes establishing a permanent headquarters in Poland, deploying 5,000 troops to 

Romania, and increasing deployments to the Baltics. 
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The alliance also announced plans to increase the number of forces at high readiness to over 300,000, a dramatic increase 

from the existing 40,000. Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary general of NATO, said that the increase is a direct response to 

Russian actions in Ukraine. Stoltenberg also announced that the alliance would alter its official stance on Russia, from a 

‘strategic partner’ to posing ‘a direct threat to our security, to our values, to the rules-based international order.’ 

This represents the biggest increase in NATO defenses since the end of the Cold War. 

Russia’s neighbors have also sought closer ties with the West in response Putin’s atrocities. Finland and Sweden are now 

joining NATO, representing a huge pivot for two countries that long prided themselves on neutrality. Moldova and 

Georgia have also applied for membership to the European Union, a previously unthinkable step for two countries with 

such a strong connection with Russia. 

The re-invigoration of NATO, through enlargement and increased military capabilities, is the opposite of what Putin 

intended when his forces invaded Ukraine. 

Instead of a divided, indecisive NATO, Russia is now economically crippled and hemmed in on all sides. Furthermore, 

countries in its perceived sphere of influence have used Russian aggression as the final straw to seek closer ties with the 

West, finally leaving Russia’s orbit. 

This has revealed Russia for what it really is: a diminished power with nothing to offer except aggressive nationalism and 

terror. 

The hope now is that a weakened Russia spells the end of civilians as targets. It is up to the international community to 

ensure that this is the case. 

Containment 

RAF fighter aircraft deploy to Finland and Sweden for joint training - The Royal Air Force has deployed Typhoon 

FGR4 and F-35B Lightning jets to Finland, and Typhoon FGR4 jets to Sweden, for integrated fighter aircraft training as 

part of an increased presence in the region. 

The deployments, which took place over the last month at the request of the host nations, allowed the partner air forces 

to develop their joint tactics and strengthen their ability to operate alongside each other. 

Two F-35Bs and four Typhoons conducted high-end warfighting training with Finnish F-18 Hornets and Swedish Grippen 

aircraft, underlining the UK's commitment to strengthening our collective defence capabilities. 

The deployments are a practical demonstration of the mutual security assurance declarations that the UK signed with 

these nations in May, as they progress their respective applications to join NATO. All three nations already work together 

through the UK-led Joint Expeditionary Force, which is a coalition of 10 member nations who cooperate to maintain the 

security of Northern Europe. 

Geopolitics 

BRICS: China Remains the Primary Challenge for India - With the world’s attention focused squarely on Ukraine, 

the leaders of the five BRICS nations – Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa – met virtually at the 14th Summit, 

hosted by Chinese President Xi Jinping. While some of the focus of the meeting was centered on the possibility of 

expanding the group into Iran, Argentina, and/or Pakistan, India was able to steer clear of the rancor raised by their 

Chinese and Russian counterparts at Western countries, instead focusing mainly on the humanitarian situation unfolding 

in Ukraine. 
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Modi, who met with G7 leaders in southern Germany, managed to avoid the diplomatic pitfalls that would have been 

injurious to India’s relationship with the United States. Likewise, refraining from joining the Western chorus on Russia 

while knowing Moscow would be the principal target of criticism at the G7 allowed India to balance two delicate bilateral 

relationships. 

For several weeks, the focus of the Summit was oddly centered on whether the Summit would be held in person, as 

delicate opportunities for negotiation could have taken place, something China was banking on. India and China remain 

in a tense standoff in Eastern Ladakh, where China remains on the other side of the Line of Actual Control.  

Chinese refusal to make a withdrawal in advance of the BRICS Summit may have dissuaded Modi from an in-person visit. 

Furthermore, India and China have not been able to agree on the next level (16th round) of corps commander-level talks, 

after the 15th round was held in March this year. The military and diplomatic level talks between the two sides have 

failed to make any progress as fundamental disagreements continue between the two sides. 

These persistent differences are now playing more openly in impacting bilateral and multilateral meetings between India 

and China. On issues of counterterrorism, maritime rights, sovereignty, and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), differences 

between China and India tend to get starker. Most prominently, the recent step by China to block a joint proposal by 

India and the US to designate Pakistan-based top LeT militant Abdul Rehman Makki as a global terrorist under the UN 

sanctions committee loomed large over any effort to further counterterrorism cooperation through the BRICS.  

With discussion of a possible expansion of BRICS, set to include Iran and Pakistan, the counterterrorism agenda within 

BRICS is unlikely to come to fruition. Additionally, India’s growing counterterrorism commitments within the Quad will 

provide New Delhi with stronger rationales to chart a different course on cooperation on fraught issues which have 

differentiated positions among the BRICS member states. 

India had been making a point of reminding Beijing of its commitments to international law, as External Affairs Minister 

S. Jaishankar pointed out in May that “BRICS has repeatedly affirmed respect for sovereign equality, territorial integrity, 

and international law. We must live up to these commitments.” China had been keen to downplay events along the 

border with Western China, with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) mouthpiece Global Times noting that “China and 

India should not let the border issue define or affect the overall development of the bilateral relationship.” 

Frustrated with the lack of progress and coordination ahead of the virtual Summit, China proposed a widening of the 

bloc, with Pakistan at the top of the list. China invited Pakistan to attend the “High Level Dialogue on Global 

Development,” but India blocked their attendance, to the dismay of the Chinese. Modi has made delaying China’s effort 

to expand BRICS a priority, suggesting instead that the group first define the qualifications for new members first.  

On Monday, Iran applied for membership, a proposition that might intrigue New Delhi, particularly after Iran-India ties 

warmed after Iranian Foreign Minister Dr. Hossein Amir-Abdollahian paid an official visit to India in early June, meeting 

with Jaishankar. 

Although India is not against BRICS expansion if the idea furthers the true spirit of multilateralism, the possible inclusion 

of states like Iran and Pakistan to the BRICS may narrow India’s choices and maneuverability within the group. An 

expanded BRICS then would include four states which either remain opposed to the West or are drawing closer to China: 

China, Iran, Pakistan and Russia.  

For India, squaring its participation in the BRICS with its participation in West-led groups like the G7 within a week last 

month perhaps depicted a subtle challenge that lies ahead for India. As the fault lines in the global political, economic 

and military order get starker – with the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war possibly precipitating such exigencies – BRICS as 

well as its expanded form in the future may come to be a much-constricted space for exercising India’s global and regional 

choices. 
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Lastly, China’s tendency to drag bilateral issues into multilateral mechanisms like the SCO and BRICS may help it shape 

larger geopolitics in the future, but it does not augur well for the healthy functioning of the multilateral organization. As 

such, India’s ability to cooperate with the West-led groups blunts Chinese designs. (Mark S. Cogan is Associate Professor 

of Peace and Conflict Studies at Kansai Gaidai University in Osaka, Japan). 

US Lawmakers Want to Give India a Pass For Buying Russian Missiles - Bipartisan lawmakers want to give India 

more leeway to buy Russian weapons in the short term to strengthen the security partnership between the United States 

and India in the long term.  

New Delhi buys the vast majority of its military equipment from Russia, which quickly became a global pariah following 

its invasion of Ukraine in February. Even as countries seek to cut ties with Moscow, lawmakers argue exempting India 

from secondary sanctions will give it time to end its dependency on Russia and strengthen the security partnership 

between Washington and New Delhi.  

“They have so much of a legacy that it will take time for them to move away,” Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., told Defense One. 

“Sanctions would really push India further into the arms of Russia and halt the efforts that are ongoing to get India to be 

more aligned with the United States.” 

Khanna introduced a bipartisan amendment to the House’s fiscal 2023 National Defense Authorization Act that would 

waive the sanctions on India’s purchase of Russian-built military equipment, a plan he developed after close consultation 

with former Defense Secretary Jim Mattis—who served in the Trump administration after more than four decades in the 

Marine Corps—as well as experts from multiple think tanks. 

In addition, the amendment urges the administration to “encourage” India to quickly end its use of Russian-made 

weapons, “while strongly supporting India’s immediate defense needs.” 

“While India faces immediate needs to maintain its heavily Russian-built weapons systems, a waiver to sanctions under 

the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act during this transition period is in the best interests of the 

United States and the United States-India defense partnership to deter aggressors in light of Russia and China’s close 

partnership,” the amendment says. 

The Trump administration in 2020 sanctioned Turkey, a NATO ally, for buying S-400 missile interceptors from Moscow. 

The U.S. canceled Ankara’s F-35 stealth fighters orders and removed hundreds of Turkish-made parts from the jet. 

India is unique in that it shares a common adversary, China, with the United States. For more than a decade, the U.S. has 

courted India, wanting to deepen defense ties. Since 2017, the U.S. has approved more than $10 billion in arms sales for 

India, according to the Forum on the Arms Trade. Those deals include P-8 submarine-hunting planes, and MH-60 sub-

hunting helicopters, Apache attack helicopters, and Harpoon anti-ship missiles. Earlier, the Obama administration 

approved sales of C-17 and C-130 cargo planes to India. 

India plans to buy more than 100 new fighter jets. U.S. defense firms Lockheed Martin and Boeing are both competing 

for the $15 billion deal. India also wants to co-produce many weapons and systems as part of its “Make in India” initiative. 


