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Conflict Update # 95 

June 19th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Concentrated Russian artillery power 
paired with likely understrength infantry 

units remains insufficient to enable Russian 

advances within Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces continued to prepare 
to advance on Slovyansk from southeast of 

Izyum and west of Lyman. 

Russian forces are focusing on 

strengthening defensive positions along 

the Southern Axis due to recent  successful 

Ukrainian counterattacks along the 

Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border. 

Successful Ukrainian counterattacks 
in the Zaporizhia area are forcing Russian 

forces to rush reinforcements to this 

weakened sector of the front line. 

Russian forces are likely conducting 

false-flag artillery attacks against Russian-

held territory to dissuade Ukrainian 

sentiment and encourage the mobilization 

of proxy forces. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Concentrated Russian artillery power paired 

with likely understrength infantry units 

remains insufficient to enable Russian 

advances within Severodonetsk, as Russian 

troops continued to fight for control of the 

city but made few gains on June 19. Russian 

forces continued efforts to encircle the remaining Ukrainian troops in the Azot industrial plant.  

Russian Telegram channels additionally claimed that Russian forces are advancing on Lysychansk from the south and 

fighting in Berestove, Spirne, Vovchoyarivka, and the Lysychansk Oil Refinery. They conducted airstrikes around 

Severodonetsk and Lysychansk and strengthened their grouping to the south of the area around Orikhove and Toshkivka.  
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Russian forces likely seek to levy their attempts to interdict 

the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway to support 

offensive operations in Lysychansk. 

Their forces continued to prepare for offensive operations 

toward Slovyansk from southeast of Izyum and west of 

Lyman but did not make any confirmed advances in either 

direction on June 19. Russian forces conducted 

reconnaissance and artillery strikes against Ukrainian 

positions southeast of Izyum around Dibrove, Virnopillya, 

Kurulka, Bohorodychne, and Dolyna, as well as to the west 

of Lyman. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations to the east of 

Bakhmut to interdict Ukrainian lines of communication along 

the T1302 Bakhmut-Lysychansk highway on June 19. Russian 

forces reportedly fought around Nyrkove, Mykolaivka, and 

Berestove and conducted air, artillery, and missile strikes 

against Ukrainian positions east of Bakhmut and near the 

T1302. Russian forces will likely continue efforts to gain 

access to the T1302 in order to support operations in 

Severodonetsk and Lysychansk, especially as fighting in the 

area has largely stalled and Russian forces are increasingly 

unable to consolidate control of the city, even with 

artillery superiority. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces 

focused on maintaining their occupied frontiers north of 

Kharkiv City and fired at Ukrainian positions in northern 

Kharkiv Oblast on June 19. The Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) reported that Russian troops unsuccessfully 

attempted reconnaissance-in-force operations in 

Rubizhne (in Kharkiv, not Luhansk Oblast), and Russian 

forces are likely fighting for more advantageous positions 

along the entire frontline north of Kharkiv City. Russian 

forces additionally continued artillery strikes on Kharkiv 

City and surrounding settlements. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Recent 

Ukrainian counterattacks have forced Russian troops to 

focus on  maintaining their defensive positions along the 

Southern Axis on June 19. UGS reported that Russian 
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forces in Kherson Oblast are strengthening their air-defense systems in the area, likely in response to continual, successful 

Ukrainian aviation attacks against Russian forces south of Davydiv Brid. Mayor of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov claimed that 

Ukrainian troops are approaching the Kherson Oblast. While ISW cannot independently confirm the current positions of 

Ukrainian troops, it is likely that localized Ukrainian counterattacks continue to push back Russian forces, especially along 

the Kherson-Mykolaiv Oblast border, and Ukrainian forces may be able to further threaten Kherson City in the coming 

weeks. 

Russian forces are continuing to accumulate equipment and manpower in central Zaporizhia Oblast, specifically along 

the Dniprorudne-Vasylivka-Orikhiv line, likely in response to Ukrainian counterattacks. Fedorov stated that Ukrainian 

forces pushed the Zaporizhia Oblast frontline 10 km south. Ukrainian officials have previously reported that the 

Zaporizhia frontline shifted five to seven kilometers south and it is unclear whether Ukrainian forces have advanced 10 

km in total or in addition to these earlier advances. Ukraine’s Zaporizhia Regional Military Administration stated that 

Russian troops are moving equipment and vehicles from Crimea through Melitopol toward the Vasylivka and Polohy 

areas and that Russian sabotage groups clashed with Ukrainian troops near the Zaporizhia-Donetsk Oblast border on 

June 19. Russian forces are likely accumulating troops in Zaporizhia Oblast to defend against ongoing Ukrainian 

counterattacks towards Melitopol that could threaten Russian control of the city. 

Russian forces continued missile and artillery strikes against various locations in Kherson, Zaporizhia, Dnipropetrovsk, 

Mykolaiv, and Odesa Oblasts. Although Ukrainian air defense intercepted missiles before they struck Odesa directly, 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command noted that Russian forces likely targeted Odesa and other areas that are not 

experiencing direct hostilities to exert psychological pressure on the population and undermine local economies. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command additionally reported that Russian forces are restructuring their naval 

grouping to include more submarines, which is a likely response to successful Ukrainian attacks on Russian naval assets 

in the Black Sea. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Russian forces are likely employing false-flag artillery strikes against 

infrastructure in Russian-held areas of Donetsk Oblast in order to dissuade pro-Ukrainian sentiment and encourage the 

mobilization of proxy forces. Open-source Twitter accounts confirmed ISW’s previous assessment that artillery attacks 

against Donetsk City were likely conducted from within Russian-held territory, refuting accusations made by Russian 

authorities that blamed Ukrainian troops for the attacks. Such false-flag attacks are likely being propagated by Russian 

authorities to create hostility toward the Ukrainian military. 

Russia claims Ukrainian generals killed in missile - Russian officials claim dozens of Ukrainian officers, including 

generals and members of Ukraine's high command, were killed in a missile strike. NATO chief Stoltenberg said the war 

"could take years." 

Russian forces targeted a Ukrainian command post while senior Ukrainian military officers were holding a meeting, 

Russian Defense Ministry said. Moscow said they used sea-launched "Kalibr" rockets in the attack on the site near Dnipro, 

Ukraine's fourth-largest city. 

"Over 50 generals and officers of Ukrainian military were eliminated in the strike" including members of the high 

command, said Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Igor Konashenkov. 

The spokesman also said Russia destroyed a tank repair plant in Kharkiv as well as 10 howitzers and up to 20 military 

vehicles in Mykolaiv in separate missile strikes. 

Morale of Russian forces likely to be 'troubled': UK military intelligence - Russian troops invading Ukraine are 

probably suffering from "especially troubled morale" amid high casualties, combat stress, pay problems and perceived 

poor leadership, according to an intelligence update from the British Ministry of Defence. 
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"Cases of whole Russian units refusing orders and armed stand-offs between officers and their troops continue to occur," 

the update said. It added that Russian authorities could have difficulties in penalizing any dissension in the ranks owing 

to Moscow's definition of its invasion as a mere "special military operation" rather than a war. 

Artillery bombardments by both sides were ongoing in the contested Donbas region as Russian forces focus on the region 

around Sievierodonetsk, the update said, adding that there had been little change in the front line. 

It said Ukrainian forces are likely experiencing "variable" morale and desertions as well. 

Two Azovstal commanders transferred to Russia for investigation: TASS - Two leading commanders in 

Ukraine's efforts to defend the Azovstal steel plant in the southeastern port city of Mariupol have been taken to Russia 

to undergo "investigative activities," Russia's state news agency TASS reported. 

Svyatoslav Palamar, a deputy commander of the Azov battalion, and Serhiy Volynsky, the commander of the 36th Marine 

Brigade of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, were transferred to Russia from the separatist-held Ukrainian province of 

Donetsk, the agency said, citing an unnamed Russian law enforcement source. 

TASS said other Ukrainian officers were also transferred to Russia. 

Hundreds of Ukrainian fighters were captured by Russian forces in May after a monthslong brutal siege of the plant, 

whose underground bunkers and tunnels became the last stronghold for defenders of the city. The fate of the fighters 

has been uncertain, with Moscow saying at the time that they had been taken to the self-styled Donetsk and Luhansk 

people's republics. 

Kyiv wants all the fighters handed over in a prisoner swap with Moscow, but some Russian lawmakers want some of the 

fighters put on trial. 

The UK Ministry of Defense assesses that the Kremlin’s continued framing of its invasion of Ukraine as a “special 

military operation” rather than a war is actively hindering Russian force generation capabilities. They reported on June 

19 that Russian authorities are struggling to find legal means to punish military dissenters and those who refuse to 

mobilize because the classification of the conflict in Ukraine as a “special military operation” precludes legal punitive 

measures that could be employed during a formal war. ISW has previously assessed that the Kremlin’s framing of the war 

as a “special operation” is compounding consistent issues with poor perceptions of Russian military leadership among 

Russian nationalists, problems with paying troops, lack of available forces, and unclear objectives among Russian forces. 

The Kremlin is continuing to attempt to fight a major and grinding war in Ukraine with forces assembled for what the 

Kremlin incorrectly assumed would be a short invasion against token Ukrainian resistance. The Kremlin continues to 

struggle to correct this fundamental flaw in its “special military operation.” 

Russian authorities likely seek to use war crimes trials against captured Ukrainian servicemen, particularly troops 

that defended Mariupol, to advance its narratives around the war. 

Russian sources reported that the authorities of the DNR plan to hold war crimes tribunals until the end of August 2022 

and that at least one of these tribunals will be held in Mariupol. These tribunals will reportedly be judged in accordance 

with DNR legislation (which notably allows capital punishment, unlike Russian law) and be modeled on the Nuremberg 

format for war crimes trials. The trials are a sham attempt to try lawful prisoners of war as war criminals and support the 

Kremlin’s false framing of its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine as a ”de-Nazification” operation. Despite the fact that DNR 

authorities plan to try Ukrainian servicemen in the DNR, a source in Russian law enforcement told state-owned media 

outlet TASS that the deputy commander of the Azov Regiment and the commander of the Ukrainian 36th Marine Brigade 

will both be transferred to Russia for investigation and trial. Russian authorities will likely use these trials to strengthen 

legal controls of occupied areas and further demoralize Ukrainian defenders by setting a harsh legal precedent during 

preliminary tribunals, as well as advancing the Kremlin’s false narrative of invading Ukraine to “de-Nazify” it. 
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Sanctions 

Oligarchs are 'no less' than Putin's agents, says Russia's one-time richest man - Mikhail Khodorkovsky, once 

Russia's wealthiest business figure, said oligarchs are "no less" than agents of Vladimir Putin in an interview with the 

Financial Times.  

"Abramovich and others you call oligarchs in the west: I see them as Putin's agents, no more than that, but no less." 

The businessman-turned-philanthropist, who has been living in the UK since 2015, said oligarchs might not hold influence 

over the Russian president, but that he can use them to "influence public opinion" as well as western politics. 

Oligarchs were hit with sanctions by a host of western countries including the US and UK following Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine earlier this year. 

Moscow calls Kaliningrad rail restrictions 'illegal' - A leading Russian policy figure has slammed Lithuanian 

restrictions on rail transport between the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad and the rest of Russian territory, calling them an 

"incipient blockade." 

"As an EU member state, Lithuania is violating a whole series of legally binding international legal acts," wrote Konstantin 

Kosachev, who is deputy head of Russia's Federation Council, in a Telegram post. As an example, he cited the partnership 

agreement between the European Union and Russia, which includes guarantees of non-interference in each other's 

transport networks. 

Since Saturday, Lithuania has banned the rail transport of goods subject to Western sanctions through its territory to 

Kaliningrad, which lies between Lithuania and Poland. 

The governor of Kaliningrad, Anton Alikhanov, has said what he called an "illegal" ban affected 40-50% of all transit goods, 

such as building materials and metals. 

In recent weeks, there have been several calls on Russian state television for a "corridor" to be set up to facilitate access 

between the main territory of Russia and Kaliningrad. Establishing such a zone would, however, imply a Russian attack 

on Latvia and Lithuania, both NATO states. 

Russia to temporarily suspend gas supply via Turkish Stream pipeline - Russian gas giant Gazprom announced 

yesterday it will stop gas delivery via both strings of the Turkish Stream pipeline from June 21 to June 28 due to scheduled 

annual maintenance. 

The suspension was agreed in advance by all interested parties, Gazprom said in a statement. 

The Turkish Stream pipeline via the Black seabed consists of two strings, with one supplying gas to Turkish consumers 

and the other delivering energy to countries in southern and southeastern Europe. 

The pipeline began operation in January 2020 with a total capacity of 31.5 billion cubic meters annually. 

Earlier this week, Gazprom said it would significantly reduce gas delivery to Europe via the Nord Stream 1 pipeline to no 

more than 67 million cubic meters per day, citing the failure of Siemens, the manufacturer of the gas turbine engines, to 

provide the overhaul service in time.  

Zelensky Adviser Explains How Ukraine Can End War Within 'Months' - Ukrainian presidential advisor Mykhailo 

Podolyak has linked the end of the war in his country to the immediate supply of western weapons to Kyiv. 
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In an interview with France 24, Podolyak was asked for his prediction on how long the war would last in Ukraine, following 

Russia's full-scale invasion on February 24. 

"It's impossible to say this in a few words but we have a consensus in Ukraine on this issue," he said. "If we receive heavy 

weapons fairly quickly, the war shouldn't take more than another three or six months, and if all conditions are met we 

hope to take back our territories." 

"If it turns out this way, Russia will no longer be in a position to threaten Europe and be disruptive." 

Earlier this month, Podolyak gave specific demands to the west, saying that Kyiv's forces needed 1,000 howitzers, 500 

tanks and 1,000 drones, among other heavy weapons. 

This week, Ukraine's deputy defense minister Hanna Maliar said her country's forces have only "about 10 percent of what 

we need" and said that "without the help of Western partners we will not be able to win this war." 

Which Ports are Receiving the Most Russian Fossil Fuel Shipments? - As the invasion of Ukraine wears on, 

European countries are scrambling to find alternatives to Russian fossil fuels. 

An estimated 93% of Russian oil sales to the EU are due to be eliminated by the end of the year, and many countries have 

seen their imports of Russian gas plummet. Despite this, Russia earned €93 billion in revenue from fossil fuel exports in 

the first 100 days of the invasion. 
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While the bulk of fossil fuels travel through Europe via pipelines, there are still a number of marine shipments moving 

between ports. The maps below, using data from MarineTraffic.com and Datalastic, compiled by the Centre for Research 

on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), are a look at Russia’s fossil fuel shipments during the first 100 days of the invasion.  

Russia’s Crude Oil Shipments 

Much of Russia’s marine shipments of crude oil went to the Netherlands and Italy, but crude was also shipped as far away 

as India and South Korea. 

India became a significant importer of Russian crude oil, buying 18% of the country’s exports (up from just 1%). From a 

big picture perspective, India and China now account for about half of Russia’s marine-based oil exports. 

It’s important to note that a broad mix of companies were involved in shipping this oil, with some of the companies 

tapering their trade activity with Russia over time. Even as shipments begin to shift away from Europe though, European 

tankers are still doing the majority of the shipping. 

Russia’s Liquefied Natural Gas Shipments 

Unlike the gas that flows along the many pipeline routes traversing Europe, liquefied natural gas (LNG) is cooled down to 

a liquid form for ease and safety of transport by sea. Below, we can see that shipments went to a variety of destinations 

in Europe and Asia. 

Fluxys terminals in France and Belgium stand out as the main destinations for Russian LNG deliveries. 

Russia’s Oil Product Shipments 

For crude oil tankers and LNG tankers, the type of cargo is known. For this dataset, CREA assumed that oil products 

tankers and oil/chemical tankers were carrying oil products. 

Containment 

Zelenskyy Asks Ukrainian Army To Check Readiness For Re-invasion Risk From Belarus - In the latest 

development pertaining to the Russia-Ukraine war, Ukrainian President Zelenskyy has instructed the appropriate state 

bodies to check readiness for a possible re-invasion by Russian troops from Belarus in four regions in the war-torn nation, 

said Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council Oleksiy Danilov, as per Interfax report. On the air of the 

program ‘The Great Lviv,’ on Thursday, the Ukrainian official informed of a meeting which took place where the “issue of 

Belarus” was discussed under Zelenskyy’s control.  

"As for the direction from Belarus: I want to inform you that in addition to the NSDC, there is the Supreme Commander-

in-chief's rate. Yesterday there was a meeting. They [meetings] take place, we do not make them public when they take 

place ... the issue of Belarus was discussed at the meeting yesterday. All our bodies involved in this gave an assessment 

– what is happening there [in Belarus], what state the Belarusian army is in today, how many Russian military are there, 

what plans. All this is under the control of our president," Danilov said on the air of the program The Great Lviv is Speaking 

on Thursday. 

"As a result, there is an instruction [from the president]. Now there will be a check in four areas of the state of 

preparation, if there are repeated calls for our country [from Belarus], " he added. At the same time, the NSDC secretary 

did not specify the name of specific areas.  

Zelensky vows to retake south, NATO chief warns of long war - Zelensky vowed Sunday that his forces "will not 

give away the south to anyone" after his first visit to the southern frontline, as NATO's chief warned the war in Ukraine 

could last "for years". 
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Making a rare trip outside Kyiv, where he is based for security reasons, Zelensky travelled to the hold-out Black Sea city 

of Mykolaiv and visited troops nearby and in the neighboring Odessa region for the first time since the Russian invasion. 

"We will not give away the south to anyone, we will return everything that's ours and the sea will be Ukrainian and safe," 

he said in a video posted on Telegram as he made his way back to Kyiv. 

He said he talked with troops and police during his visit. "Their mood is confident and looking into their eyes it is obvious 

that they all do not doubt our victory," he said. 

While Zelensky remained defiant, NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg warned that "we must be prepared for this 

to last for years." Speaking to German daily newspaper Bild, Stoltenberg said "We must not weaken in our support of 

Ukraine, even if the costs are high — not only in terms of military support but also because of rising energy and food 

prices." 

Russian forces have directed their firepower at the east and south of Ukraine in recent weeks since failing in their bid to 

take the capital Kyiv after the lightning February 24 invasion.  

"The losses are significant. Many houses were destroyed, civilian logistics were disrupted, there are many social issues," 

Zelensky said. 

"I have commissioned to make assistance to people who have lost loved ones more systemic. We will definitely restore 

everything that was destroyed. Russia does not have as many missiles as our people have the desire to live." 

Mykolaiv is a key target for Russia as it lies on the way to the strategic Black Sea port of Odessa.  

Zelensky surveyed the city's badly damaged regional administration building and met officials in what appeared to be a 

basement where he handed out awards to soldiers, in a video released by his office. 

Luhansk governor calls for quick delivery of long-range weapons - Serhiy Haidai, the governor of Luhansk, asked 

the West for additional weapons as Russia pounds his region with artillery. There are "no safe places left," he said. 

Haidai called for a quick delivery of long-range weapons before Russians can encircle the city of Lysychansk, cutting it off 

from Ukrainian supply lines. 

G7 will support Ukraine 'for as long as necessary' - German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said the Group of Seven nations 

will underline their commitment to support Ukraine "for as long as necessary" at their upcoming summit in the Bavarian 

village of Elmau. 

In an interview with Germany's dpa news agency published Saturday, Scholz said he wants to use next week's meeting 

with fellow G-7 leaders to discuss Ukraine's long-term prospects. 

"We will continue to support Ukraine for as long as necessary," Scholz was quoted as saying. "We want to make sure that 

Russian President (Vladimir Putin's) calculations do not work out." 

"Putin obviously hopes that everything will fall into place once he has conquered enough land and the international 

community will return to business as usual," he added. "That is an illusion." 

He also praised his predecessor Angela Merkel's diplomatic overtures towards Russia while remaining critical of her 

energy policy for emphasizing Russian suppliers rather than diversity of supply. 

New UK Army commander tells soldiers 'get ready to fight Russia in World War 3' - Britain must have a 

military capable of fighting in Europe and defeating Russia, the new head of the British army Patrick Sanders was quoted 

as telling troops by local media. 
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According to the i newspaper, Sanders, who took command of the British army this month, told British troops: "I am the 

first Chief of the General Staff since 1941 to take command of the Army in the shadow of a land war in Europe involving 

a continental power." 

"Russia's invasion of Ukraine underlines our core purpose — to protect the UK by being ready to fight and win wars on 

land," Sanders said. 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has ruled out sending British troops to help Kyiv but warned that London would have 

to show support for the long haul. 

In an editorial for The Sunday Times, Johnson called on Ukraine's allies to have "the strategic endurance to survive and 

eventually prevail." 

Saunders has told every serving soldier they must prepare to fight the Russian army in a potential World War Three. 

He warned troops they must be ready "to fight in Europe once again" as Russia's invasion of Ukraine has led to a "new 

era of insecurity". 

According to The Sun, the warning came in his first speech since he became Chief of the General Staff this month, taking 

overall control of the British Army. 

“There is now a burning imperative to forge an Army capable of fighting alongside our allies and defeating Russia in 

battle. 

“We are the generation that must prepare the Army to fight in Europe once again.” 

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine underlines our core purpose — to protect the UK by being ready to fight and win wars on 

land.” 

Impacts 

Businesses crippled by soaring cooking oil prices - Small businesses in Gauteng in South Africa say they are 

suffocating over the increasing cost of oil and margarine. Over the last 12 weeks, the price of oil alone has almost doubled 

leaving them with little profit from their sales. 

Top UN food official issues call to 'end the damn war' in Ukraine or risk famines and 'hell on earth' - The 

UN has warned that there could be "hell on earth" due to the global economic impacts of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.  

The Guardian reports that David Beasley, director of the UN World Food Programme (WFP), has said that the war has 

been "devastating" in conjunction with various other factors. 

He said, "Even before the Ukraine crisis, we were facing an unprecedented global food crisis because of Covid and fuel 

price increases. Then, we thought it couldn't get any worse, but this war has been devastating." 

Beasley said there would be "famine, destabilization of nations and mass migration" if the crisis were not addressed. 

Putin 

Putin ‘orders up to 50 sleeper agent spies hiding in Britain to prepare to launch cyberattacks against UK 

- Putin has ordered up to 50 sleeper agents in Britain to prepare to strike against the UK, it has been claimed. 

MI5 believes the Russian leader has instructed the undercover agents to be ready to launch cyberattacks amid soaring 

tensions with Moscow over the war in Ukraine. 
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Intelligence chiefs fear that agents will also try to steal military information and target Ukrainian activists and Russian 

dissidents. 

Sources have told the Mirror that Russian spies have infiltrated all parts of British society, including top public schools 

and the civil service. 

A senior intelligence insider said: “We have to assume Russia is now active at all levels of British society. 

"They scoop up all forms of intelligence and pass it back to the Kremlin through handlers. 

Taiwan 

China to strike US bases in Indo-Pacific, aircraft carriers in war over Taiwan - Every Pentagon war game has 

shown the PLA beating America with its biggest arsenal of longest-range missiles. 

The sabre-rattling and muscle-flexing between the People’s Republic of China and the United States over Taiwan reached 

boiling point in the last few weeks. 

After US President Joe Biden said in Japan on 23 May that America would militarily intervene if China tried to annex the 

island country by force, a furious Beijing shot back within hours warning America to be “cautious in words and deeds” 

and asking it to “earnestly follow the ‘One China principle”. 

The White House immediately denied any change in its ‘Once China’ policy — i.e. that the Republic of China, or Taiwan, 

is part of China. 

The very next day, while Biden was attending a Quad summit in Tokyo, four Chinese and two Russian strategic bombers, 

Xian H-6s and Tu-95s, and an Il-20 electronic intelligence aircraft conducted a joint patrol over the East China Sea and the 

Sea of Japan for several hours in a show of strength. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping has often said that Beijing could use military force for an “unavoidable” reunification with 

Taiwan, whose “independence is a reversal of history and a dead-end road.” 

Chinese defense minister Wei Fenghe reiterated Xi’s stand during a meeting with his US counterpart Lloyd Austin at the 

Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore on 10 June. Warning the US defense secretary that China would “not hesitate to start a 

war,” he said, “Taiwan is China’s Taiwan... If anyone dares to split Taiwan from China, the Chinese Army will definitely 

not hesitate to start a war no matter the cost.” In an aggressive speech delivered to the summit on 12 June, Wei repeated 

China’s determination to “fight to the very end” to stop Taiwanese independence. 

By the time the Russia-Ukraine War gets over, Beijing will have gained sufficient knowledge from the military mistakes 

of Moscow, its logistical nightmare and lack of coordination in the initial phase of the war, how to prevent them and plan 

a fool-proof attack on Taiwan — like it did after the two Iraq wars. 

Why Russia has been unable to defeat Ukraine despite gaining enough combat experience in Georgia, Chechnya, Syria 

and Crimea will be a valuable lesson for China. In fact, according to reports, Chinese military experts are discussing the 

reasons for the initial Russian setbacks and offering suggestions. 

Geopolitics 

Maintaining good relationship between India and China meets interests of both countries, says Chinese 

defense minister - Addressing the Shangri-La Dialogue, Chinese Defence Minister General Wei Fenghe also called for 

peaceful means for settling territorial disputes including those in the South China Sea. 
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China and India are neighbors and maintaining a good relationship meets the interests of both countries, Chinese Defence 

Minister General Wei Fenghe said on Sunday, stressing that the two nations are working together for peace along the 

Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

On a question about conflict on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) with India, Wei said, “We have had 15 rounds of talks at 

commander level with the Indians and we are working together for peace in this area." 

Wei was responding to a question by Dr Madan, director of The India Project at the Brookings Institution, a US think tank. 

Madan had asked the minister to explain why the People's Liberation Army (PLA) two years ago had unilaterally moved 

to change the status quo at multiple points at the LAC with India, reasons that led to a military clash, the first in 45 years 

between the two countries, and steps that were in violation of agreements that Beijing-Delhi had carefully negotiated 

over 25 years. 

Indian and Chinese troops have been locked in a tense border standoff in eastern Ladakh since 5 May 2020, when a 

violent clash between the two sides erupted in the Pangong lake area. 

China has also been building bridges and constructing other infrastructure such as roads and residential units in the 

border areas with India. 

Each side currently has around 50,000 to 60,000 troops along the LAC in the sensitive sector. India has been consistently 

maintaining that peace and tranquillity along the LAC were key for the overall development of the bilateral ties. 

EU Commission Recommends Ukraine is Given Candidate Status - The EU Commission signaled on Friday its 

support for Ukraine’s long-desired quest to join the European Union, paving the union’s way deeper into former Soviet 

Union territories. 

In a news conference, the European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced that “Ukrainians are ready 

to die for the European perspective.” Wearing Ukrainian colors, she stressed, “We want them to live with us the European 

dream.” 

Ukraine applied to join the EU 4 days after Russian troops invaded in February. Although this would be a lengthy process, 

the EU’s support puts the realization of this goal on a course that would have been beyond reach just months ago. 

In a summit next week, EU leaders are expected to recommend Ukraine’s candidacy into the Union. The leaders of 

Germany, France, and Italy conveyed their solidarity by visiting Kyiv on Thursday, June 16th. 

The application of Ukraine to join the EU triggered the contention of other smaller ex-Soviet states, such as Moldova and 

Georgia, four days later, contending with nationalist regions occupied by Russia. 

If seconded, Ukraine would be the largest country in the EU by area with the 5th largest population in the EU. 

All three ex-Soviet hopefuls are far poorer than any existing EU members and have recent histories of volatile politics, 

domestic unrest, entrenched, organized crime, and unresolved conflicts with Russian-backed separatists proclaiming 

sovereignty over territory protected by Moscow’s troops. 

Moscow works on UN resolution condemning Israel for Damascus airport strike - Draft memo says the attack 

was against international law. Russia is reportedly preparing a proposal for a UN Security Council resolution condemning 

Israel for a recent attack on Damascus airport.  

Israeli officials told Kan that Moscow was working on the resolution that blamed Israel for violating international law and 

Syrian sovereignty, as well as undermining stability in the region. Israel hasn’t confirmed it was behind the attack that 

was carried out over a week ago. 


