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Conflict Update # 80 

June 4TH, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Ukrainian forces conducted successful 

local counterattacks in Severodonetsk and 

Russian progress in direct assaults on the 

city and wider operations to encircle it 

remain slow. Ukrainian defenses in eastern 

Ukraine remain effective. 

Russian forces launched a series of 

unsuccessful offensive operations 

southwest of Izyum and in the Lyman area. 

Russian forces continued to defend 
previously occupied positions around 

Kharkiv City and launched missile and 

artillery strikes against Ukrainian 

defenders. 

Russian forces did not attempt to launch 

assaults on settlements in Kherson and 

Zaporizhia Oblast but continued to fire at 

Ukrainian positions throughout southern 

Ukraine. 

The Kremlin faces rising partisan 
activity in southern Ukraine despite Russian 

efforts to restrict movement and 

telecommunications access. 

Ukrainian officials are continuing 

negotiations for a prisoner exchange of the 

captured Mariupol defenders. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 
Russian forces carried out limited assault 

operations southeast of Izyum and near Barvinokove (southwest of Izyum) but did not make any territorial gains on June 

4. Kharkiv Oblast Administration Head Oleg Synegubov reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to seize 

Virnopillya, approximately 20km southwest of Izyum. They continued to launch unsuccessful assaults on Bohorodychne 

in a likely attempt to link up with units attempting to seize Sviatohirsk from the east—two settlements approximately 

25km southeast of Izyum. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported that Russian forces continued to shell Sviatohirsk 
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and its surroundings. Ukrainian officials reported that 

Russian artillery fire started a fire that destroyed the 

Sviatohirsk Lavra (monastery) of the Moscow Patriarchate, 

but ISW cannot independently verify this claim. The 

Russian Defense Ministry blamed the fire on Ukrainian 

forces and claimed that Russian forces did not launch 

assaults on Sviatohirsk. Russian Telegram channels 

claimed that Russian forces seized Sosnove just north of 

Sviatohirsk and Brusivka, approximately 9km southwest of 

Lyman. UGS reported that Russian forces are still 

attempting to secure the eastern bank of the Siverskyi 

Donets River in Staryi Karavan, approximately 1km 

northeast of Brusivka. 

Ukrainian and Russian sources confirmed that Ukrainian 

forces conducted a successful counterattack in 

Severodonetsk on June 3. Luhansk Oblast Administration 

Head Serhiy Haidai reported that Ukrainian forces 

recaptured 20% of Severodonetsk from Russian forces and 

inflicted significant casualties against Chechen units. Some 

Russian milbloggers reported that Chechen units likely 

thought that they had successfully secured Severodonetsk 

and were unprepared for the counterattack. The Russian 

Defense Ministry did not comment on the counterattack 

and falsely claimed that Ukrainian units are retreating to 

Lysychansk due to high losses of up to 90% of personnel. 

UGS reported that Russian forces continued street fights in 

Severodonetsk and reinforced their units with reserves 

mobilized from the Luhansk People’s Republic’s (LNR)  2nd 

Army Corps on June 4. Haidai reported that Russian forces 

continued to target the remaining bridges in Severodonetsk 

to cut off Ukrainian logistics routes to Severodonetsk. 

Russian forces also reportedly launched an unsuccessful 

offensive operation on Ustynivka, approximately 16km 

southeast of Severodonetsk, likely in an effort to secure 

positions on the western Siverskyi Donets Riverbank. 

Ukrainian forces continued to repel Russian offensive 

operations around Popasna and defended Ukrainian 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs) between Bakhmut 

and Lysychansk. UGS reported that Russian forces launched 

missile and air strikes on settlements in Bakhmut’s vicinity. 
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Their forces also reportedly performed demonstrative actions to distract Ukrainian defenders in the Avdiivka area but 

did not launch assaults in western Donetsk Oblast.  

The UK Defense Ministry reported that Russian forces have improved their combined use of air and artillery strikes in 

Donbas compared to the first two months of the war. Russian milblogger and Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 

serviceman Maksim Fomin (Vladelen TatarZkiy) claimed that Russian infantry is still unable to successfully maneuver 

because Russian forces have not fully suppressed Ukrainian artillery. Fomin added that Russian forces struggle to locate 

Ukrainian artillery due to a lack of necessary equipment (such as radar and drones) and poor communication between 

Russian artillery and reconnaissance units. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces did not conduct offensive operations in the Kharkiv City direction 

and continued to defend their previously occupied positions on June 4. UGS reported that Russian forces continued to 

shell Ukrainian positions northeast of Kharkiv City and launched a missile strike on a transportation infrastructure facility 

near Mokhnach, approximately 36km southeast of the city. Pro-Russian Telegram channel Rybar claimed that Ukrainian 

engineering elements reached Khotomlya, approximately 46km east of Kharkiv City and on the eastern bank of Pechenihy 

Reservoir, and are operating in the area, but have not regained full control over the territory. Ukrainian officials and 

media sources have not shown any evidence that Ukrainian defenders crossed the Pechenihy Reservoir, but such an 

advance would threaten Russian ground lines of communication (GLOCs) in northern Kharkiv Oblast. UGS reported that 

Russian forces continued to deliver ammunition to frontline units and withdrew up to 100 unspecified items of damaged 

military equipment via GLOCs in northern Kharkiv Oblast on June 4. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - Russian forces 

continued to undertake defensive measures and conducted 

missile, air, and artillery strikes throughout southern Ukraine 

on June 4. The Zaporizhia Oblast Military Administration 

reported that small-scale fighting continued on the line of 

contact but that Russian forces did not conduct offensive 

operations. Russian forces continued to generate forces in 

Vasylkivka, approximately 45km south of Zaporizhia City. UGS 

reported that Russian forces fired at Ukrainian positions in 

central Zaporizhia Oblast and launched an airstrike on a 

Kamianske just north of Vasylkivka. Russian forces launched 

missile strikes on Odesa and Mykolaiv Oblasts and continued 

to shell Mykolaiv City and Kherson Oblast. 

Activity in Russian-occupied areas - Putin falsely denied 

that Russia is blocking Ukrainian seaports and inhibiting grain 

exports on June 3, despite Russian forces reportedly 

continuing to loot Ukrainian agribusiness. Ukrainian 

Ambassador to Turkey Vasyl Bodnar reported that Russian 

forces are exporting stolen grain from Kherson Oblast to 

Turkey and other unspecified countries. 

Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) reported that Ukrainian 

authorities are working with an unspecified international 

coalition to negotiate a prisoner exchange of the Mariupol defenders. The SBU noted that the unspecified international 

coalition guaranteed the return of the Mariupol defenders, possibly implying that Russian and Ukrainian forces reached 

a conditional agreement upon the Ukrainian surrender of the Azovstal Steel Plant in Mariupol. The SBU added that the 
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Red Cross bears the responsibility for all surrendered Mariupol defenders. The SBU noted that the Kremlin seeks to put 

Mariupol defenders on a demonstrative trial but did not specify how Russian sentencing could impact the prisoner 

exchange. Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian and Russian forces evenly exchanged bodies of deceased servicemen 

on June 4. 

Russian occupation authorities are unable to entirely suppress Ukrainian partisan activity, despite ongoing efforts to 

restrict movement and telecommunications in occupied territories. Mariupol Mayor’s Advisor Petro Andryushenko 

claimed that Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) officials agreed to strengthen filtration processes and restrict civilian 

movement between districts in Mariupol due to growing dissatisfaction among remaining residents and persistent 

information leaks to the Ukrainian authorities. UGS reported that Russian occupation authorities in Kherson Oblast 

enhanced their security and began wearing bulletproof vests and driving in armored vehicles due to Ukrainian resistance. 

Some Ukrainian partisans have reportedly started offering payments in cryptocurrency for the destruction of Russian 

military equipment. 

Ukraine says Russian troops are pushed back in key eastern city - Kyiv said on Saturday, June 4, it was pushing 

back Russian troops in Sievierodonetsk as intense fighting raged around the industrial city, the focus of a Russian offensive 

to take the eastern Donbas region. 

Serhiy Gaidai, governor of Luhansk province, said Russian forces had suffered severe defeats and were blowing up bridges 

across the Siverskyi Donets river to prevent Ukraine from bringing in military reinforcements and delivering aid to civilians 

in Sievierodonetsk.  

“Right now, our soldiers have pushed them back, they (the Russians) are suffering huge casualties,” Gaidai said in a live 

TV broadcast on Saturday. 

Ukrainian forces are successfully slowing down 

Russian operations to encircle Ukrainian positions in 

Luhansk Oblast as well as Russian frontal assaults in 

Severodonetsk through prudent and effective local 

counterattacks in Severodonetsk and their defense of the 

western Siverskyi Donets riverbank.  

Ukrainian officials reported on June 3 that Ukrainian 

defenders pushed back against Russian advances in 

Severodonetsk and are actively hindering Russian 

advances on Lysychansk from the southwest. Luhansk 

Oblast Administration Head Serhiy Haidai disagreed with 

the UK Defense Ministry forecast on June 3 that Russian 

forces will seize the remaining 10% of the oblast in the next 

two weeks, claiming that Ukrainian forces have enough 

reinforcements and equipment to conduct further 

counterattacks and defend their positions. Haidai noted 

that Russian forces wrongfully believe in their own 

successes, enabling Ukrainian defenders to inflict high 

losses against unsuspecting Chechen units.  

Pro-Russian milblogger Voenkor Kotyenok Z claimed that 

Russian forces are unlikely to break through Ukrainian 

defenses in Lysychansk from Severodonetsk (through 
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continued frontal assaults and an opposed crossing of the Siverskyi Donetsk River) and will likely need to complete the 

drive from Popasna if they hope to capture Lysychansk. Voenkor Kotyenok Z claimed that Ukrainian forces could prevent 

Russian river crossings from Severodonetsk and highlighted that Russian forces have not yet secured access to two key 

highways to Lysychansk.  

The Ukrainian government and military are furthermore discussing the battle of Severodonetsk in increasingly confident 

terms and are likely successfully blunting the Russian military’s major commitment of reserves to the grinding battle for 

the city. While Russian forces may still be able to capture Severodonetsk and Lysychansk and Ukrainian forces are likely 

more degraded than Haidai’s statements imply, Ukrainian defenses remain strong in this pivotal theater.  

The Russian military has concentrated all of its available resources on this single battle to make only modest gains. The 

Ukrainian military contrarily retains the flexibility and confidence to not only conduct localized counterattacks elsewhere 

in Ukraine (such as north of Kherson) but conduct effective counterattacks into the teeth of Russian assaults in 

Severodonetsk that reportedly retook 20% of the city in the last 24 hours. The Ukrainian government’s confidence in 

directly stating its forces can hold Severodonetsk for more than two weeks and willingness to conduct local 

counterattacks, rather than strictly remaining on the defensive, is a marked shift from Ukrainian statements as recently 

as May 28 that Ukrainian forces might withdraw from Severodonetsk to avoid encirclement. 

Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov reiterated on June 3 that Russia will continue its “special military operation” in 

Ukraine until it achieves all of its objectives. He noted that Russia has already “liberated” many settlements since the 

start of the operation.  

Kremlin officials have begun steadily returning to their original claims about the successes of the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine in contrast to previous statements in late May explaining the slow pace of the war. Russian Defense Minister 

Sergey Shoigu also claimed on June 3 that Russian forces are adopting new unspecified tasks to accelerate the progress 

of the war. The Kremlin is likely setting conditions to announce some sort of victory in eastern Ukraine while preparing 

for a protracted war. The Kremlin has not abandoned its maximalist political goals for Ukraine even though it has been 

forced to revise downward its immediate military objectives. 

Impacts 

We must stop Russia’s land bridge to Crimea — and destroy the Kerch Strait bridge now - The culmination 

of the Donbas battle is near. For the first 

time in this war, the pendulum starts 

swinging in Russia’s favor. By summer’s end, 

it’s possible that Moscow will fully secure its 

land bridge to Crimea. This would have 

catastrophic consequences. 

The Russian land bridge would enable 

Putin’s control of the Black Sea coast from 

Crimea all the way to Georgia. The Ukrainian 

military must destroy the bridge. But it can 

only do so if Ukraine’s allies themselves 

ready to finally and properly stand up to 

Russia. 

Why are things turning in the Donbas? The 

West is still far too slow in getting heavy 
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weapons to the frontline. Ukrainians continue to fight ferociously, to be sure; but they remain overmatched in military 

capability. 

Ukrainians slow down the invaders, yet Russia keeps making progress, killing as many as 100 Ukrainians every day. 

Industry is decimated; critical infrastructure is being torn up. Refugees are on the run. Moscow now occupies 20% of 

Ukraine. 

Russia’s overarching aim remains the same: the destruction of Ukraine. We’re seeing that blocking the country’s capacity 

to export vital agricultural and industrial goods is but one element of the Russian strategy. 

A fifth of Ukrainian territory occupied should remind us that in 2008, Russia occupied 20% of Georgian territory. After 

that, it settled into a ceasefire and has maintained its occupation ever since. 

In Ukraine, Russia adjusted its war objective from the destruction of the capital to the obliteration and occupation of the 

Donbas. But we shouldn’t jump to conclusions: Kyiv is not off the hook. Since it lost the first battle of Kyiv, Moscow has 

been building up with its proxy in Belarus. From the border to Lviv is fewer than five hours by tank. 

The point is, Russian President Vladimir Putin may be proving wilier and more capable of adapting than some had 

originally imagined. 

In the south, Russia’s aim is to establish a land bridge that connects the illegally annexed and occupied Crimean peninsula 

to the mainland. With the land bridge, Moscow can steadily resupply forces and launch attacks into western Ukraine. 

This land bridge through the Donbas will also enable Russia to finally take Odessa. 

Odessa is the last key port that in Russian hands will cut Ukraine from Black Sea access and crucial export capacities. 

Odessa is also key to completing the land bridge to Transnistria and Moldova. The result would be Novorossiya — “New 

Russia.” This is part of the imperial vision that comes from Putin’s personal ideologist, Aleksandr Dugin. 

Up until now, the Kremlin has suffered myriad setbacks. But Putin may be regrouping. Western sanctions are starting to 

bite. Moscow is signaling its willingness to negotiate over the Donbas. This is rubbish. Its negotiating position will not be 

acceptable to either Ukraine or the West. 

Kyiv needs Multi Launch Rocket Systems with long-range rockets.  

What can be done to prevent Russia from securing the Crimean land bridge? A start would be the destruction of the 

Kerch Strait bridge connecting Russia with Crimea. 

This, Europe’s longest bridge, was constructed after Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014. Putin drove a truck 

across the bridge to open it in 2018. Ukrainians have struggled to bring the bridge down. 

Oil Sands Crude Prices Nosedive as Russian Bans Upend Market - Canadian heavy crude prices have collapsed 

as the European war upends global market flows and makes oil sands crude less valuable. Western Canadian Select’s 

discount to benchmark West Texas Intermediate grew $1.70 to $20.80 a barrel in Alberta on Friday, the widest in almost 

seven months, data compiled by Bloomberg show. The growing discount has muted the benefits to oil sands producers 

such as MEG Energy Corp. and Cenovus Energy Inc. from the surge in benchmark oil prices above $100 a barrel. Soaring 

energy costs prompted the Biden administration to tap US strategic petroleum reserves, nearly all of which is similar in 

grade to oil sands crude. As many as 39 million barrels of these sour barrels will be released this summer. 

Putin's State-Run Media Admits Russian-Speaking Ukrainians Fighting Back - Pundits on the Kremlin's state-

run television admitted that Russian-speaking Ukrainians are fighting back against Moscow's aggression, despite Russian 

President Vladimir Putin and other top officials claiming they were invading Ukraine to liberate that segment of the 

Eastern European nation's population. 
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Enemy tongue: eastern Ukrainians reject their Russian birth language - Back in 2014, there were separatist 

rumblings in Kharkiv, with some people looking to the swift annexation of Crimea and wondering if all of eastern Ukraine 

might not be better off inside Russia. But eight years of observing the miserable conditions in the Russian proxy states of 

Donetsk and Luhansk dampened those feelings, and Russia’s invasion has almost entirely extinguished them. 

Russia’s war on Ukraine has pushed people in this neutral category more firmly into the patriotic camp, creating a much 

broader and more passionate pro-Ukrainian base than ever existed previously, particularly in the east of the country. 

“There were a lot of neutral people here, but as soon as it came to the war, a lot of them decided to fight,” said Vsevolod 

Kozhemyako, a businessman who runs an agricultural company and once featured on the Forbes list of the 100 richest 

Ukrainians. 

Kozhemyako was skiing in Europe when the war began and left his family to return to Ukraine and set up a volunteer 

battalion. His unit has been based close to the frontline outside Kharkiv, in settlements that have come under relentless 

Russian fire. 

Three out of four of Kozhemyako’s grandparents were Russian, and during the Soviet era his passport listed his nationality 

as Russian. However, he said that ever since the Orange Revolution of 2004 he had been a strong Ukrainian patriot and 

rejected the influence of Russia in Ukraine. 

“Russians and Ukrainians are absolutely different. I am Russian-speaking, I think in Russian, and I have three-quarter 

Russian blood, but the part of Ukrainian blood in me made its mark,” he said in an interview in Kharkiv city centre, where 

he now allows himself the occasional day away from his unit. 

Chernobyl scarred by Russian troops' damage and looting - Ukraine says the Russian army looted or damaged 

more than 1,000 computers at the Chernobyl nuclear power station and stole trucks and radiation dosimeters. 

Chernobyl's information director Vitaliy Medved said nuclear equipment was not damaged and "regarding radiation 

safety everything is OK". 

The losses caused by the Russian occupation - now ended - are put at more than 1.6bn hryvnia (£44m; $54m). 

The decommissioned plant, north of Kyiv, lies near the Belarus border and was quickly occupied by Russian troops after 

their 24 February invasion. 

Russian forces controlled the plant for five weeks before withdrawing on 31 March. 

Putin 

After West blames him for gas price hike, Putin hits back - After the US blamed Putin for the ongoing gas price 

inflation in the country, the Russian president blamed the West for the emerging global food and energy crises and 

repeated his government's offers of safe passage for ships exporting grain from Ukraine if mines are removed from the 

waters. 

Putin pledged that if the waters were demined, Russia wouldn't attack grain shipments and suggested they could be 

made from the Ukrainian port of Berdyansk or other countries, such as Belarus. Berdyansk is under Russian occupation. 

Sea mines are what is keeping the Russian naval fleet out of Ukrainian waters, and should the straits be demined, Ukraine 

fears that, as previously, Russia will renege on any agreement it enters, and use the demined waters to attack Odessa. 
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Putin Fires Five Top Russian Generals - Amid huge casualties on the Russian side of the invasion of Ukraine, and the 

unexpected inability to conquer key areas like the capital city of Ukraine, Putin has axed five top military generals and 

one police colonel in an attempt to reshuffle some of the leadership responsible for actions in Ukraine. 

The five Major Generals who were fired, according to a report by the state newspaper Pravda, were Vasily Kukushkin, 

Alexander Laas, Andrey Lipilin, Alexander Udovenko and Yuri Instrankin. Police Colonel Emil Musin was also let go from 

his position as deputy head of the Forensic Expert Center in the Ministry of Internal Affairs. All of the generals had various 

department head positions at this Ministry as well, which is the law-enforcement body of the country. 

Two other generals responsible for key strategic failures on the ground in Ukraine were also fired several weeks ago, so 

the Russian President clearly isn’t pleased with the military leadership on display right now. Along with devastating losses 

among Russian soldiers that still haven’t been fully tallied, hundreds of Russian soldiers have even reportedly left their 

posts and abandoned the invasion. Over ten Russian generals have been killed in action as well. 

Macron warns against humiliating Russia - French President Emmanuel Macron has offered to mediate between 

Russia and Ukraine after Vladimir Putin "isolated himself" on the world stage. 

"We must not humiliate Russia so that the day when the fighting stops we can build an exit ramp through diplomatic 

means," he said in an interview with regional newspapers that was published on Saturday. 

France has supported Ukraine with money and weapons but has also maintained a line of communication with the 

Russian president. 

Macron added: "I think, and I told [Putin], that he is making a historic and fundamental mistake for his people, for himself 

and for history." 

Humanitarian 

European prosecutors join forces to bring justice for Ukraine - From Kyiv to The Hague to national jurisdictions: 

Legal cooperation across courts and borders aims to put Kremlin decision-makers in the dock to face charges of war 

crimes and other aggressions committed in Ukraine. 

More than 15,000 suspected war crimes, with hundreds more thought to be happening every day. 

And Iryna Venediktova is keeping score. "We all know who is responsible for this war, for these deaths, for everything 

that is going on in Ukraine, of course," Venediktova, the first woman to serve as Ukraine’s prosecutor general, told DW. 

"The president of the Russian Federation and his team, who actually started this war, to kill civilians, to rape civilians, 

torture civilians."  

That's also the aim of a new Joint Investigation Team (JIT) headquartered in The Hague, in the Netherlands, with 

coordination and funding from the European Union's judicial cooperation agency Eurojust, the participation of the 

International Criminal Court(ICC) for the first time, and an increasing number of individual governments, which plan to 

pursue cases themselves under the legal principle known as "universal jurisdiction." 

Russia and Ukraine exchange bodies of hundreds of dead soldiers - Kyiv on Saturday announced that Ukraine 

and Russia exchanged the bodies of 320 soldiers — 160 each — on June 2. The exchange took place at the front in the 

southeastern Ukrainian region of Zaporizhzhya. 

Ukraine has repeatedly called on Moscow to take possession of the bodies of its fallen soldiers and to give them a 

dignified burial. Kyiv accuses the Kremlin of using its young as "cannon fodder" to be simply left to rot on the battlefield 

after they are killed.  
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Authorities in Kyiv say representatives from its intelligence services and armed forces leadership were on hand for the 

exchange.  

Vocal parent of missing Russian conscript questioned by security services - The outspoken father of a missing 

Russian conscript has said he was questioned by the country's security services, reports The Moscow Times.  

Dmitry Shkrebets is the father of 20-year-old Yegor Shkrebets, a Russian conscript who is believed to have been killed in 

the sinking of the Moskva in April.  

Shkrebets was one of the first and most vocal parents of the Moskva crew to search for answers about their sons’ fate 

after the warship sank and they were declared missing.  

Writing on the Russian social media platform VK, Shkrebets said agents from an unidentified security agency came to his 

apartment and questioned him about alleged bomb threats.  

"It seemed to someone that the tragic death of my son did not shock me enough, not enough grief, not enough trouble," 

he wrote on the online platform Thursday. "Someone wanted to make me a "frostbitten" terrorist." 

Russia has remained tight-lipped about what happened to the crew, many of whom are still unaccounted for, although 

it did publish a video which purportedly showed them safe and well at a military parade. 

Containment 

Ukraine Wants MQ-1C Gray Eagle Drones With Hellfire Missiles - In May, rumors began circulating that the US 

was preparing to transfer missile-armed combat drones to Ukraine, supplementing the RQ-20A Puma surveillance drones 

and Switchblade kamikaze drones already committed by the United States. 

Finally, on June 1, Mike Stone of Reuters reported they were 

preparing to request selling four MQ-1C Gray Hawk 

medium-altitude long-endurance drones to Ukraine. 

Besides substantial spying capabilities, it can be armed with 

up to four Hellfire anti-tank missiles.  

The plan will require congressional and possibly State 

Department authorization, particularly as U.S. laws 

ordinarily greatly restrict sales of armed drones to all but 

the closest allies like the U.K. and France. So far, the MQ-1C 

has yet to be exported abroad. 

According to Stone’s sources, Gray Eagle operators normally undergo months of training to operate a Grey Eagle, but the 

Pentagon is planning a crash course for Ukrainian operators that would take only a few weeks. Even then, that implies 

an expedited sale would not result in operational missions until July at the earliest. 

If Ukraine successfully integrates MQ-1Cs into service, though, it seems likely the White House may arrange delivery of 

additional MQ-1Cs to grow the fleet beyond four aircraft. The U.S. has taken a similar start-small-then-go-big approach 

to other weapons transfers, such as Javelin missiles and M777 howitzers. 

Gray Eagle vs. Bayraktar 

As a medium-altitude long-endurance Unmanned Combat Air Vehicle (MALE UCAV), the Gray Eagle is broadly comparable 

to the Bayraktar TB2. Ukraine has employed with remarkable success in the war. Both can fly above the maximum altitude 

of short-range air defenses while lobbing precision-guided munitions at targets below. 
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However, the MQ-1C is a step-up in capability—as it should be costing roughly four times as much, about $20 million per 

aircraft. It can carry more weapons sensors, and fly faster, higher, over longer distances for more hours. 

That is partly thanks to the Centurion 1.7 165-horsepower piston engine turning the Gray Eagle’s pusher propeller. That’s 

because it can burn energy-rich heavy jet fuel, resulting in lower overall fuel consumption and greater endurance. And 

should the U.S. enable it, the MQ-1C’s modem can receive commands and transmit video feeds via satellite-link and can 

therefore stay connected to the operator across great distances. 

Four B-1B Bombers Appear At Andersen AFB In Guam - B-1B bombers are back in Guam as tensions with China 

and Russia grow and as North Korea may be on the verge of a provocative weapons test. 

A quartet of B-1B Bone bombers just arrived at 

Andersen Air Force Base on the island of Guam 

today. It isn't clear if the bombers will be 

staying as part of the now sporadic bomber 

presence deployments to the Indo-Pacific 

region or if they are there to take part in a 

major exercise, or both. Valiant Shield, a series 

of large multi-domain wargames is getting 

underway in the region.  

There have also been some rumors that a B-1 

deployment was imminent as a deterrent and 

hedge against North Korean actions, including 

a potential nuclear test. 

U.S. Warship Arrives in Stockholm for Military Exercises, and as a Warning - Aboard U.S.S. Kearsarge, in the 

port of Stockholm — If ever there was a potent 

symbol of how much Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine has altered Europe, the sight of this 

enormous warship, bristling with 26 

warplanes and 2,400 Marines and sailors, 

moored among the pleasure craft and tour 

boats that ply this port, would certainly be it.  

“No one in Stockholm can miss that there is 

this big American ship here in our city,” said 

Micael Byden, the supreme commander of the 

Swedish Armed Forces, standing on the 

amphibious assault ship’s deck in the shadow 

of an MV-22 Osprey under a clear sky on 

Saturday. “There are more capabilities on this 

ship,” he marveled, “than I could gather in a 

garrison.” 

In this perennially neutral country that is suddenly not so neutral, the U.S.S. Kearsarge, which showed up just two weeks 

after Sweden and Finland announced their intention to seek membership in NATO, is the promise of what that 

membership would bring: protection if President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia turns his ire toward his Nordic neighbors. 
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But the ship is also a warning to Sweden and Finland of their own potential obligations should a conflict arise, as Gen. 

Mark Milley, America’s most senior military commander, made clear during a visit Saturday. 

How Ukraine’s new weapons reflect a very different battlefield - Long-range missiles from the US head to the 

sluggish, brutal war in the Donbas. 

The four M142 HIMARS, high mobility artillery rocket systems, and associated ammunition, in this case the Unitary guided 

multiple launch rocket system or GMLRS, will supplement the shorter-range howitzers that the US, France, Britain, and 

Germany have sent to Ukraine in recent months and allow the Ukrainian armed forces to better keep the Russian military 

at a distance. 

Rita Konaev, deputy director of analysis at Georgetown University’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology, said 

“It’s increasingly clear that no one side is winning the war,” as opposed to the fast-moving initial weeks of the invasion, 

when outsiders thrilled to the idea of the scrappy Ukrainian forces dealing blow after surprising blow to the bigger, better-

kitted Russian forces. But the fight for the Donbas has become “a war of a mile a day,” she said, a back-and-forth battle 

over territory more like World War I than the fast-paced campaigns of February and March. 

“That phase of the war is over,” Konaev said. “This phase is more grinding, piecemeal.” Because of the radical shift in the 

nature of the battlefield, the weapons on offer have to change dramatically, too. 

“I think the impetus for sending the HIMARS is twofold,” she told Vox. First, she said, the new weapons systems provide 

“greater standoff capabilities” — the ability to keep battlefield distance between two forces — about double that of the 

howitzer. Second, HIMARS represent “a massive upgrade in firepower,” she told Vox, adding that when used strategically, 

the “impact is similar to airstrike lethality.” 

The Russian military has its own MLRS, but as John Spencer, the chair of urban warfare studies with the Madison Policy 

Forum and author of Connected Soldiers told Vox, “our weapons are farther reaching, more accurate” than the Soviet-

designed systems. 

But as of now — without the advanced weapons systems the US has promised Ukraine — Russia has some clear battlefield 

advantages, Konaev said. 

“It’s not that Russia has gotten better,” she said, “it’s just a concentrated force [in an area] more amiable to Russian 

strengths.” Because the fighting is much closer to Russia’s territory, “there are shorter supply lines, and limited airstrikes 

used more effectively — they can run these quick ops and head back to base,” with a lower-risk, higher-reward calculus. 

“In Donbas, the battles are happening at greater distances,” Spencer explained. Right now, Ukrainian troops “are really 

hampered in terms of range,” he told Vox. “If you know where a target is, you have to be able to reach it.” In other words, 

Ukraine may have the intelligence about where a crucial Russian target is, but a howitzer just can’t get there without 

putting Ukrainian troops at increased risk. 

“At this moment in the war, this makes the most sense,” Spencer said of sending the HIMARS. 

Here’s how the HIMARS could help shift Ukraine’s advantage 

The new systems aren’t immediately going to win the war for Ukraine. “I don’t think these [HIMARS] will provide 

overnight change,” Spencer told Vox, but once they get on the battlefield, the four systems could help Ukrainian troops 

“regain momentum,” he said. Konaev agreed, telling Vox, “we won’t see the impact for at least another month.” 

Although the Pentagon would not disclose whether the systems had yet been delivered to Ukraine, citing “operational 

security reasons,” Pentagon spokesperson Marine Corps Lt. Col. Anton Semelroth confirmed that, “We did pre-position 

the HIMARS systems in Europe to ensure that they can be rapidly delivered.” 
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After the weapons do make it to Ukrainian troops, it will take around three weeks for them to be trained on the systems, 

before they’re put to use on the battlefield against Russian forces. On Friday, it appeared that moment couldn’t come 

quickly enough, as Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu threatened to “accelerate” Russia’s “special military 

operation,” in a meeting with Head of the Chechen Republic Ramzan Kadyrov. According to a briefing from the Institute 

for the Study of War, Shoigu didn’t provide specifics but in their assessment, Russian forces will likely be unable to launch 

more advanced operations given the enormous investment in equipment and troops it would take. 

Geopolitics 

AU Chair Sall Aims To Shake Up African Relations With The West - Senegalese President and African Union 

Chair Macky Sall strode into a meeting and shook a smiling Vladimir Putin's hand before taking a seat next to him to 

discuss the war in Ukraine. 

In a notable reversal of typical roles, Sall led an African delegation to Russia to hold talks with the Russian president over 

the European war. 

The apparently cozy scene -- which took place in the southwestern city Sochi on the 100th day of Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine -- marked a significant step forward in Sall's efforts to boost Africa's global political standing. 

"A large part of humanity is very attentive to what is happening" in Ukraine, Sall said, raising the need to free up cereal 

and fertiliser stocks for export. 

"I came to see you to ask that you be aware that our countries, though they are far from the theatre [of war], are the 

victims of this crisis on an economic level," he said. Cereal prices in Africa, the world's poorest continent, have surged, 

sharpening the impact of conflict and climate change and sparking fears of social unrest. 

Senegal on March 2 abstained from a UN General Assembly vote to demand "that Russia immediately cease the use of 

force against Ukraine." 

It did vote for a second resolution on March 24 demanding that Russia stop the war immediately. 

Nearly half of the African countries abstained or did not vote in both votes. 

Russia has been making inroads in Africa in recent years through military alliances and arms deals. In 2019, Putin hosted 

dozens of African leaders in Sochi in a bid to reassert Russia's influence on the continent. 

US, Russian Forces Mobilize in NE Syria - In northeastern Syria, US and Russian forces mobilized with the aim to 

deter Turkey from carrying out a new attack against the Arab-Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). While US forces 

moved on the ground, Russian warplanes scrambled in the air. 

A prominent Kurdish official in northern Syria revealed that Kurdish forces are in intensive contact with the countries 

involved in the Syrian crisis, especially those in the Arab world. 

The official explained that they are looking to put an end to Turkish interference in Syrian affairs. 

The civil and military administration in the city of Manbij in the eastern countryside of Aleppo governorate has 

documented the outcome of the attacks on its areas of influence, warning that the Turkish operation will lead to the 

displacement of the indigenous population and the city’s religious, sectarian and ethnic components. 

Turkey’s armed incursion into Syrian territory “will prolong the Syrian crisis and increase its complexity, in addition to 

destabilizing areas and giving an opportunity for ISIS cells to reorganize themselves again,” Abdulkarim Omar, head of 

the Kurdish department of foreign relations, told Asharq Al-Awsat. 


