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Conflict Update # 19 

March 31st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Ukrainian forces are preparing for new 

Russian attacks in the southeast region where 

Moscow's guns are now trained after its assault 

on the capital Kyiv was repelled, President 

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said. 

Ukraine appears to have begun shelling 

Russian territory - The Ukrainian military has 

begun to take the fight to Russian territory, a 

new development in what has been a primarily 

defensive war for the country. 

Russian authorities were forced to place two 

villages under emergency orders and evacuate 

some citizens due to Ukrainian shelling in the 

area, according to reports from multiple Russian 

media outlets. 

Earlier this week a Russian military base in 

Southern Russia was hit by rocket fire from 

Ukrainian forces. 

It is being reported that Ukrainian mobile anti-

aircraft missile launchers will be deployed into 

Russia and Belarus to target jets taking off.  

Since the beginning of the invasion into 

Ukraine, Sources say Russia has lost more than 

17,000 military personnel, over 1,700 armored 

vehicles, almost 600 tanks, 300 artillery systems, 

127 planes, 129 helicopters, almost 100 rocket 

launchers systems, 54 air defense systems and 

seven ships. 

Russian efforts to redeploy damaged units from the Kyiv and Sumy axes to eastern Ukraine are unlikely to enable 

Russian forces to conduct major gains. Russia continued to withdraw elements of the 35th and 36th Combined Arms 

Armies and 76 Air Assault Division from their positions northwest of Kyiv into Belarus for refit and likely further 

redeployment to eastern Ukraine. However, these units are likely heavily damaged and demoralized. Feeding damaged 

Eastern Military District units directly into operations in eastern Ukraine—predominantly conducted by the Southern 

Military District—will likely prove ineffective and additionally introduce further command-and-control challenges for 

the Russian military. 
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Russia threatens ‘grave consequences’ over 

cyberattacks, blames U.S. - Russia signaled 

that it’s becoming increasingly aggravated by 

cyberattacks targeting the country, which have 

come from numerous directions in response to 

its unprovoked assault on Ukraine. 

In a statement, reported on by outlets including 

Reuters and the Russian news agency TASS, 

Russia’s foreign ministry pledged to uncover the 

sources of the recent “cyber aggression” and 

hold those sources responsible. 

Russia mobilizes reinforcements from Syria 

and Africa to Ukraine - Russia began a 

redeployment of Wagner private military 

contractor (PMC) units and their Syrian proxies 

from Africa and Syria to Ukraine in early 

February. These forces have not had an 

observable effect within Ukraine. Their 

redeployment has created security gaps in the 

places they have left that Russia is attempting to 

mitigate at least partially.  

Any change in the posture of Russian forces or 

pro-regime militias creates security gaps that 

anti-regime actors including Turkey, ISIS, al 

Qaeda, and Syrian opposition groups can 

exploit. It also affects core Iranian interests. ISW 

has already observed early indications of 

changes in the posture of Iranian proxy militia 

forces in Syria in reaction to recent 

developments and will publish an assessment in the coming days. 

Russian recruits - Putin signed a decree ordering 134,500 new conscripts into the army as part of Russia's annual 

spring draft, but the defense ministry said the call-up had nothing to do with the war in Ukraine. 

Russia is concealing the fact that it is mass mobilizing combat reserves and conscripting Chechen convicts to replenish 

its forces in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Intelligence Directorate (GUR) alleged on Tuesday. 

GUR asserted starting April 1, Russia will mobilize reservists throughout the federation at the same time as scheduled 

conscription, to "cover for a large number of mobilized people who will arrive at military enlistment offices." The 

directorate claimed that 100,000 Russians had signed contracts under the BARS-2021 military reserves program that 

will supposedly be utilized. 

Russia’s Military Draft—Serious Problems That Go Beyond Ukraine - Russia has always faced problems with its 

twice-a-year draft: On the one hand, young men and their families do not want to have their lives interrupted; and on 

the other hand, the loss of such a large share of the shrinking cohort of young people has a serious impact on the 

national economy. This year, those problems have been compounded for two reasons. First, many Russians fear they or 
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their sons will be sent to fight and possibly die in Ukraine. And second, the pool of potential manpower has shrunk due 

to the massive flight abroad of many young Russians, especially the most highly educated ones, whom the military 

would like to have. As a result, in the words of one Moscow-based commentator, the draft this time around “threatens 

to become a silent referendum” on public confidence in the military and in the Kremlin as well (Theins.ru, March 23). At 

a minimum, it will challenge the state’s ability to carry out the spring-time call-up; and quite possibly, it may spark new 

anger in the population—especially if the authorities try to meet their quotas by typically heavy-handed means. 

In addition, a massive outflow of immigrant workers from Russia is affecting another part of the country’s current draft-

age cohort—the less-well-educated, who are prime candidates to fill the vacated unskilled labor jobs in the economy. 

Since the start of the pandemic, more than five million foreign guest workers have left; and due to the collapse of the 

Russian ruble’s exchange rate, combined with other effects of Western sanctions, another five million are projected to 

return home in the next few months. Thus, the Armed Forces will be competing for young Russians who might assume 

those lower-skilled civilian jobs. If the military takes these men, the Russian economy will suffer (CABAR.asia, March 

22). 

Russia hands over control of Chernobyl - Russian troops are giving back control of the Chernobyl nuclear power 

plant to Ukraine, according to a letter from Russia's nuclear power company, Rosatom. 

Russian death reports to families – Russian military reports to the families of those killed in action against Ukraine 

depict the deaths as being in areas close to the hospitals or mortuaries where the bodies are located. As such, a soldier 

dying in Kharkiv and whose body is moved to another area, will have his death listed as having occurred in the area of 

the hospital or mortuary. It is believed that this is to conceal the death rate in Ukraine. 

One instance reported that a soldier died in Rostov, in Southern Russia, whereas he had been killed in the first two days 

of the invasion in the area north of Kyiv. 

His mother had spoken with him on WhatsApp just before he died, and he had told her that whole Russian battalions 

were being “wiped out” by Ukrainian forces and that it was a “bloodbath.” 

Russian hackers - Russian hackers have recently attempted to penetrate the networks of NATO and the militaries of 

some eastern European countries, Google's Threat Analysis Group said in a report. 

The Russian Air Force Is Losing Its Best Jets Over Ukraine - The Sukhoi Su-34 was supposed to change the Russian 

air force. The twin-engine, twin-seat, supersonic fighter-bomber—a highly-evolved variant of the Su-27 air-superiority 

fighter—promised to usher in a new era of high-tech, precision bombing. 

 

Instead, the Su-34s have flown into Ukraine lugging the same old dumb bombs. A lack of precision-guided munitions—

not to mention Russian doctrine that conceives of aircraft essentially as flying 

artillery—forces the $50 million warplanes to fly low through the 

thickest Ukrainian air-defenses in order to have any chance of 

delivering their bombs with any degree of accuracy.  

As a result, Su-34s are falling from the sky in numbers that must be startling for air force commanders. Their newest 

planes are suffering the same fate as their oldest. 

Russian retreat from Kyiv - The US assesses Russia will cover their retreat with air and artillery bombardment of the 

capital, one of the officials said. US officials caution that Russia could always reverse again if the battle conditions allow. 
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Mariupol casualties - Nearly 5,000 people have been killed in Mariupol, the mayor's office estimates, and about 

170,000 people remain trapped amid ruins without food, heat, power or running water. Many more have fled. Reuters 

has been unable to verify the figures. 

Putin’s Pyrrhic Victory - On March 25, the deputy chief of the Russian military declared that the main emphasis of 

Russia’s brutal one-month-old Ukraine invasion would now be in the east, where it would seek “the liberation” of the 

Donbas. To many Western observers, the aim of the statement was clear: with the Russian offensives around Kyiv, 

Kharkiv, and other major Ukrainian cities virtually stalled and Russian forces absorbing heavy losses, Moscow needed a 

way to reclaim the mission. Focusing on the Donbas—where it has long been commanding, arming, and reinforcing 

separatists in Ukraine’s Donetsk and Luhansk provinces—was a convenient way to do so. 

But from the outset of the war, the east has held a special place of importance for Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

After eight years of fighting in the area, expanding the Russian-backed Donetsk and Luhansk “People’s Republics” to the 

edges of each province has become an ideological imperative for the Russian leader. The Donbas has high rates of 

Russian language use relative to the rest of Ukraine, and when Moscow began its covert invasion of the country in 

2014, residents provided significant support. In elections since then, the area has backed Russian-sympathetic parties. 

If there was any part of Ukraine that Moscow might have been able to swiftly bring into its fold, it would seem to be 

there. 

But assumptions that Russian forces might have an easier time in eastern Ukraine were mistaken. Despite the 

aggressive assault, Moscow has not taken full control of the region’s major urban areas: Kramatorsk, Mariupol, and 

Severodonetsk. Its northern and southern invasion forces still have several lines of Ukrainian defenses and a few 

hundred kilometers of territory to cross before they can unite, and the army is fighting hard to prevent Russia from 

succeeding. And even in the places that have fallen, Russia has struggled to assert its dominance. There has been 

limited vocal support from locals; indeed, many have turned out to protest the occupation, staring down arrest, 

violence, and even forced relocations. 

Since the start of the war, Russian forces have made the seizure of Mariupol a major objective. The city, the largest in 

the government-controlled part of the Donbas, has enormous strategic importance. It is located next to the land bridge 

to Crimea. Its vast metallurgical plants have been a major source of Ukrainian GDP. And the city has enormous cultural 

importance. Mariupol’s population is overwhelmingly Russian-speaking, and in November 2020, a poll showed that a 

remarkable 83.4 percent of respondents believed Russians and Ukrainians were one people. (Foreign Affairs). 

Plan A, Plan B, Plan C and now Plan D – Interviewed, Major John Spencer, chair of Urban Warfare Studies at the 

Madison Policy Forum: I think we should all view it for what it is -- a failure of Russia to achieve what it wanted to do – 

Plan A which was from day one to quickly get into Kyiv and remove President [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy and install a new 

government to make Ukraine essentially part of the Russian Federation. 

[That failed], so Plan B was just to isolate [Kyiv] and then that failed. Plan C was to hold [the area] for a while, and that 

failed. What we're seeing now is clearly Plan D, which is to make a message saying that that was never the goal [and] 

we're going to move [and] reposition [forces] to the Donbas, which would take weeks [to do], to be honest. This should 

be viewed for what it is, which is the success of the Ukrainian people in defending Kyiv. 

You could take those forces that are in the northern part of Ukraine [and] pull them back and move them into the 

eastern front. But you can't do that next week. You can't do it two weeks from now. For one, just to drive from Kyiv to 

Luhansk or Donetsk would take you days, and your vehicles would break down and we've already seen that [the 

Russian military] is logistically incompetent. 

But these [Russian] forces have also been engaged in hard combat for a month. 
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Their casualty rates are high. Their morale is low. Their equipment is bad, they're frozen. Yes, it's possible, and this is 

not the end of this war, clearly, but that would take weeks [to do] properly. 

There are also issues with conscripts’ [timelines] running out very quickly, and the [Russian forces] will have to possibly 

integrate other conscripts [into their forces], which is a nightmare as a military organization to do. 

“Norman Move” - It’s possible that Russia could regroup, learn from its mistakes, and launch a new offensive with 

greater success — as it did after initial disasters in its 1940 invasion of Finland, for example. (A ceasefire, in this context, 

would just be an opportunity to prepare for a second round). In that case, the next cities to fall could be Ukraine’s two 

largest: the capital, Kyiv, and the country’s second city, Kharkiv, both of which are currently on the front line. While 

Russia has pledged a partial pullback around Kyiv, it may well be simply redeploying forces to the Donbas — and could 

redeploy them back once Donbas is secure. 

The Budapest Memorandum - The Budapest Memorandum on Security Assurances comprises three identical 

political agreements signed at the OSCE conference in Budapest, Hungary, on 5 December 1994, to provide security 

assurances by its signatories relating to the accession of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine to the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The memorandum was originally signed by three nuclear powers: the Russian 

Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States. China and France gave somewhat weaker individual assurances 

in separate documents. 

The memorandum prohibited the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States from threatening or 

using military force or economic coercion against Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan, "except in self-defense or 

otherwise in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations." As a result of other agreements and the 

memorandum, between 1993 and 1996, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine gave up their nuclear weapons. 

Because of this agreement, Ukraine surrendered its nuclear weapons, then the world’s third-largest stockpile. 

After the annexation of Crimea by Russia in 2014, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, and US stated that 

Russian involvement was a breach of its Budapest Memorandum obligations to Ukraine which had been transmitted to 

the United Nations under the signature of Sergey Lavrov and others, and in violation of Ukrainian sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. 

Russian president Vladimir Putin replied by describing the current Ukrainian situation as a revolution: "a new state 

arises, but with this state and in respect to this state, we have not signed any obligatory documents". 

Peace Talks 

Russian tactics - If Putin doesn’t want to be seen as having lost the war, then he must be able to claim success — not 

only in securing a Ukrainian commitment not to join NATO, but in terms of territory. 

Looking at the invasion to date, it was from the north, east and south. If, as Putin says, the Russians are achieving their 

objectives – primarily in the east and a Ukrainian commitment not to join NATO or any other alliance – then what is the 

possibility that he invaded from Belarus to the north as a ploy to gain territory and the NATO commitment after all? 

Is this why he entered Ukraine from the north – to create a diversionary tactic to nudge the Ukrainians into thinking 

that it is best to save their capitol and other large Ukrainian cities and farmlands? 

If so, then Putin underestimated the level of Ukrainian resistance in the east where he has been bogged down with 

extreme counter fighting from Ukrainian and civilian units in every battle sphere from Kharkiv to Mariupol. 



 

6 
 

But, if his primary objective was all along the seizing of land around the Sea of Azov through to the Transnistria enclave 

in Moldova, coupled with a “nice to have” Ukrainian commitment not to join NATO, then he will have succeeded should 

Ukraine agree to split the country. 

This remains to be seen, as Ukrainians of all persuasions in the east have roundly rejected any submission to a Russian 

overlord. Even those whose home language and culture are Russian have now firmly resisted the Russian onslaught. 

But should the Ukrainians submit to a split, then Putin and his henchmen will not have to open up about the damage to 

Mariupol and Kharkiv, together with areas in between It will then be part of Russia, albeit called some or other 

independent statelet. They can close off the areas and claim Russian sovereignty and get on with their business.  

Financial 

Rubles for Oil - Putin said he had signed a decree saying foreign buyers must pay in rubles for Russian gas from April 1, 

and contracts would be halted if payments were not made. Germany and France rejected the demands. 

Russian business newspaper Kommersant said Gazprom was looking into shutting off supplies to "unfriendly countries". 

Asia will become the ‘default market’ for Russian oil - Dan Yergin, vice chairman of S&P Global, said “it does look 

like Asia would be the default market for barrels of Russian oil that would have normally gone to Europe.” 

Major oil importers in Asia like China and India have been pressured by oil prices which have soared since Russia 

invaded Ukraine in late February. Besides the appeal of cheaper Russian oil, both Beijing and New Delhi have close ties 

with Moscow. 

Thai-China - Submarine Deal Runs Aground on EU Arms Embargo. China has paused construction of an attack 

submarine earmarked for Thailand's navy following Germany's refusal to export the top-end engines the plans call for, 

a Thai naval official confirmed. 

The work stoppage could strain Thailand's military relations with China, which has replaced the United States as 

Thailand's biggest arms supplier. 

Northern Sea Passage – we previously reported on the Northern 

Sea Passage via the Arctic Sea. To the right is a schematic showing 

the distinct advantage of traveling this route when it comes to time 

and cost. Now we begin to see why Russia is spending such vast 

amounts of investment in nuclear ice breaker ships.  

Widening of Conflict 

Belarus - How to Keep Belarus Out of the War - Belarus not 

only served as a staging ground for Russian troops as they prepared 

to invade Ukraine but allowed Russian missiles to be fired from its 

soil and opened its hospitals to Russian soldiers injured in combat. 

Now there are signs that Belarus could become directly involved in 

the war: Belarusian troops appear to be readying for deployment, 

and U.S. and NATO officials have warned that they could cross into 

Ukraine in a matter of days. 

Having failed to deter Russia from attacking Ukraine, the United 

States and its allies must urgently consider how to prevent Belarus 
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from becoming a full belligerent in the war. A Belarusian invasion is not a foregone conclusion. Russia claims that it is 

now focused on gaining control of the Donbas, in the east of Ukraine and far from the border with Belarus, but it is 

unclear if that is really true or if Moscow is simply regrouping for future operations. Unless Western nations impose 

harsher sanctions on Belarus, position additional NATO troops along the country’s western border as a deterrent, and 

offer Minsk a diplomatic off-ramp, Belarusian troops may soon be fighting alongside their Russian counterparts in 

Ukraine. 

In addition to imposing tougher sanctions, the United States and its allies must communicate clearly that Belarus will 

face even harsher consequences if it proceeds with an invasion. Belarus deserves condemnation for its role in the war 

so far, but it may not yet have breached the United Nations Charter or other international legal prohibitions against the 

use of force. There is therefore room for the country to redeem itself. Belarus is not Russia. It has no nuclear weapons, 

and its conventional forces are weak. Fighting alongside the Russian military, however, Belarusian troops have the 

ability to inflict additional pain on the Ukrainian people. 

Georgia - South Ossetian Leader Says Breakaway 

Georgian Region Seeks Vote To Join Russia. The leader of 

Georgia's Moscow-backed separatist region of South 

Ossetia, Anatoly Bibilov, says the de facto independent 

territory is looking to hold a referendum on joining Russia, 

a move Tbilisi called "unacceptable."  

Same story as the breakaway “republics” of Luhansk and 

Donetsk. The Russian modus operandum in such areas. 

South Ossetia, along with Abkhazia, are Russian-backed 

separatist regions that have declared independence from 

Georgia. 

A long guerrilla war is likely in Ukraine. The US must plan to help - Best case, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

takes his territorial gains so far as a pretext to declare victory and a ceasefire that gives his battered military a reprieve. 

But even this least-worst-case scenario would leave a crescent-shaped swath of eastern Ukraine in Russian hands, 

indefinitely. And even if Volodymyr Zelensky’s government accepts a ceasefire, Ukrainian irregulars may well keep 

fighting that Russian occupation, as long as it lasts. Whatever happens in the coming weeks, the US and its Western 

allies need to be committed to training and arming Ukraine for the long haul. 

Russia has resorted to indiscriminate bombardments of urban areas that will ensure lasting hatred for the occupiers. 

Conditions are so conducive to insurgency at this point that, even if Zelensky wanted to stop Ukrainians in Russian-

occupied areas from fighting — for example, as part of a peace deal — they might not listen.  

Ukraine Accuses Russia of Setting Stolen Mines Adrift in the Black Sea - The Ukrainian foreign ministry has 

accused Russian forces of setting Soviet-era naval mines adrift in order to disrupt shipping and discredit Ukraine. In 

particular, the ministry asserted, Russia has used mines that were stored in Sevastopol and were captured from Ukraine 

during the first Russian invasion in 2014. 

Containment 

North Macedonia Expels Five Russian Diplomats For 'Inappropriate' Activities - North Macedonia's foreign 

ministry said on March 28 that a note on the expulsions has been handed to Sergei Bazdnikin, the Russian ambassador 

to the Balkan country. 
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Bulgaria - Sofia Recalls Ambassador To Russia For Consultations. NATO and EU member Bulgaria says it is recalling its 

ambassador to Russia for consultations in response to "undiplomatic, sharp, and rude" comments from the Russian 

ambassador to Sofia. 

Montenegro - Russia Expels Montenegrin Diplomat In Tit-For-Tat Move - Russia's Foreign Ministry says it has 

officially informed Montenegro that it is expelling one of the country's diplomats in Moscow. 

How much can Russia take? - At a minimum, they can probably hold what they’ve seized already. That would allow 

Putin to expand the territory controlled by the puppet “people’s republics” he has recognized in the eastern Ukrainian 

provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk. With that eastern region, the Donbas, now officially the focus of the offensive, 

Putin’s domestic propaganda machine just might be able to spin this result as a victory justifying all Russia’s sacrifices 

so far, even though it leaves Ukraine with almost all its major cities. 

Israel’s Iron Dome Air Defense System – Ukraine has requested Israel 

sell it the system, a request backed by the US. Israel however is refusing 

to do so. Pictured alongside is a schematic of the system.  

Sanctions 

The Sanctions War Is Just Beginning - The international sanctions 

campaign that countries and companies have mounted against Russia in 

the wake of its invasion of Ukraine is a remarkable achievement of 

multinational diplomacy and corporate responsibility. Much of the world 

has voluntarily terminated business with Russia, severing trade ties and 

financial relationships with the country and shocking the Kremlin by 

freezing many of its foreign assets. The speed, scope, and scale of these 

punitive economic measures and the nature of their target—one of the 

world’s largest and most important economies—are all without 

precedent.  

But the effort to squeeze Moscow economically is just beginning, and it 

will become more difficult to sustain as time goes on, especially if the Kremlin’s opponents target sectors that bite 

more sharply into the global economy. Disruptions in energy, food, agricultural goods, and trade routes will generate 

friction within the sanctions coalition—which currently counts Australia, Canada, Japan, South Korea, the United States, 

and the European Union among its members—especially if the burdens seem unbalanced or unfair. Russia will seek to 

exacerbate that friction through retaliatory measures, as it did last week when it shut down a major oil pipeline that 

runs from Kazakhstan to the Black Sea, allegedly due to bad weather. The sanctions coalition will probably prove more 

durable than Russia would like, but these points of tension will make it more difficult to roll out big measures with 

regularity and will create pressure for strict enforcement to ensure that evasive behavior by China, India, and other 

countries doesn’t sap away the potency of the sanctions regime. 

Without a UN Security Council resolution to make sanctions implementation obligatory, the sanctions coalition is 

dependent on mutual goodwill, shared sacrifice, and common purpose. But such cohesion is highly vulnerable to the 

sorts of hardships that ramping up sanctions will require. 

Britain Slaps Sanctions On Putin's 'Shameless Propagandists,' Russian General - The British government has 

announced sanctions on more than a dozen Russian media personalities and organizations that it accuses of spreading 

propaganda and disinformation about Moscow's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. It also slapped restrictions on a 

Russian Colonel-General Mikhail Mizintsev, dubbed "the Butcher of Mariupol." 
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UK Detains Its First Superyacht Belonging to Russian Oligarch - British authorities yesterday detained a 

superyacht believed to be owned by a Russian oligarch before it could slip away after a London yacht event. It 

marketed the first such detention carried out by the UK following similar actions by Europeans including France, 

Germany, and Italy. 

The vessel is the 192-foot motor yacht Phi that was built by Royal Huisman in the Netherlands and completed late last 

year. According to the shipyard, it is not only the third-largest yacht they had ever built but it was developed and 

constructed below 500 GT making it by far the longest motor yacht in this category, based on current classification 

rules. 

U.S. Imposes New Round Of Sanctions Targeting Russian Technology Companies - The United States has 

slapped sanctions on several Russian technology firms, including its largest chipmaker, and people associated with 

them over Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Impacts 

US moves to shore up unhappy allies on North Africa visit - With the focus on strained relations between the 

United States and its Gulf allies, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, it has been easy to overlook that 

discontent with the Biden administration has also spread to North Africa. 

Algeria has continued to remain deeply concerned about President Joe Biden’s refusal to reverse his predecessor 

Donald Trump’s recognition of Moroccan sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara. Equally, Morocco has been 

frustrated that Biden does not intend to go beyond Trump’s “recognition.” 

EU ‘ready’ to set up fast-track trade routes for Ukraine - The European Commission is prepared to set up special 

trading routes between Poland and Ukraine to make sure food products and live animals can be moved as easily as 

possible in both directions, the EU's farm chief said. 

Ukraine has been asking Brussels to secure and ease trade flows of agri-food goods by setting up so-called green 

corridors, since most of its own vast food exports from Black Sea ports have been cut off by Russian attacks, dealing a 

blow to its economy. 

Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Ukraine and the West: ‘Don’t push us into the corner’ – the very fact of 

making such a statement reflect the success of NATO sanctions and Ukrainian supply decisions. The mere admission 

that Russia is being “pushed into a corner” concedes success of the western mission. 

Russia-Ukraine war: 'Final and complete defeat': Panic on Russian state TV over the war in Ukraine - Russian 

state television has broadcast an extraordinary rant about the state of the war in Ukraine, warning Vladimir Putin's 

regime faces "final and complete defeat". 

Yakov Kedmi, an Israeli-Russian pundit and former diplomat, is usually a reliably pro-Kremlin voice. But in an 

appearance on the prime time show Tonight with Vladimir Soloviyev, he was remarkably negative about the situation in 

Ukraine. 

Kedmi said Russia could not afford to compromise on the initial goal of its invasion, which was to take major Ukrainian 

cities, including the capital Kyiv, and overthrow the government. 

Gulf States - The Gulf States are seeking to diversify their international partnerships to compensate for the gradual US 

withdrawal from the region. Politics is a priority. In particular, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE)—two 

US allies that host major US military bases—have seen their relations with Washington sour in the past two years over 

arms deal disagreements and various legal and human rights issues (Irna, February 28). 



 

10 
 

  

The UAE, along with China and India (see EDM, March 14), notably abstained in a United Nations Security Council vote 

that called for Russian troops to leave Ukraine. As expected, Russia vetoed that joint US-Albanian resolution, while 11 

of the 15 members of the Security Council voted in favor (Al Jazeera, March 3). For the Gulf Arab states, silence in the 

face of Russian action in Ukraine is probably the best decision right now because preserving the OPEC+ agreement 

clearly tops their current agenda (Shafagna, March 12, 2022; World Oil, November 15, 2021). 

The Arab Gulf States worry that if they take a stand on Russia’s war against Ukraine, such cooperation and relations 

with Moscow will be damaged. At the same time, they seek to keep Russia inside OPEC+ because if Russia leaves the 

group, the entire agreement could fall apart (Deutsche Welle—Farsi service, February 22). 


