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Conflict Update # 158 

August 21st, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 45,200 (+500) soldiers killed and 135,600 injured, 1,912 (+13) enemy tanks, 4,224 (+29) armored 

combat vehicles, 1,028 (+12) artillery systems, 266 (+0) RSCV systems, 141 (+0) air defense systems, 234 (+0) 

warplanes, 197 (+0) helicopters, 806 (+11) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 190 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) 

warships/cutters, 3,143 (+13) trucks and tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 99 (+6) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Russian offensive operations in eastern Ukraine have likely exhausted the limited momentum they gained at the  

end of July and are likely culminating. The Russian military has shown a continual inability to translate small tactical 

gains into operational successes, a failing 

that will likely prevent Russia from making 

significant territorial advances in the 

coming months barring major changes on 

the battlefield. 

Ukrainian military intelligence reports 

that Russia and Belarus have reached an 

“urgent” agreement for Belarus to repair 

damaged Russian aviation equipment for 

re-use in Ukraine. This agreement could be 

part of a Russian effort to use the looser 

sanctions regime on Belarus to circumvent 

sectoral sanctions on Russia. 

Russian forces attempted several 

unsuccessful ground assaults southwest 

and southeast of Izyum. 

Russian forces launched a ground 

attack southeast of Siversk and northeast 

and south of Bakhmut. 

Russian forces made limited gains 
west of Donetsk City but did not conduct 

any ground assaults on the Donetsk-

Zaporizhia Oblast administrative border. 

Russian forces attempted 

unsuccessful ground assaults southwest 

of Donetsk City and continued attacking 

settlements northwest and southwest of 

Avdiivka. 
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Russian forces conducted several assaults on the Kherson-Mykolaiv frontline and made partial advances east of 

Mykolaiv City. 

Russian forces are likely not training new recruits in discipline, creating an entitled force engaging in disorderly 

conduct in Russia and illegal conduct in Ukraine. 

Russian occupation authorities intensified filtration measures and abductions in occupied territories ahead of 

Ukraine’s Independence Day on August 24.  

Subordinate main effort—

Southern Kharkiv, Donetsk, 

Luhansk Oblasts - Russian forces 

conducted several assaults 

southwest and southeast of Izyum 

on August 21, likely in an effort to 

reverse Ukrainian counterattacks 

or  regain control over Ukraine-

liberated territories in the area. 

The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) 

reported that Russian forces 

unsuccessfully conducted a 

reconnaissance-in-force operation 

in the direction of Pasika-

Bohorodychne and launched a 

failed assault in the direction of 

Dovhenke-Dolyna, both directions 

southeast of Izyum. Russian forces 

also launched an unsuccessful 

reconnaissance-in-force attempt 

in the direction of Petropillia-

Dmytrivka and failed to advance in 

the directions of Nova Dmytrivka, 

Dibrivne, and Kranaukhivka (all 

southwest of Izyum). ISW 

previously assessed that Ukrainian 

forces liberated Bohorodychne, 

Dmytrivka, and Dibrivne, and 

Russian attacks in these directions 

may indicate that Russian forces 

are attempting to regain lost 

territories and prevent Ukrainian 

forces from advancing from these 

liberated positions further into 

Russian-held territory. 

Russian forces launched a ground 

attack southeast of Siversk but 
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failed to advance towards the settlement on August 21. UGS reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to 

advance from Berestove to Ivano-Daryivka, approximately 17km and 12km southeast of Siversk, respectively. Russian 

and Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces shelled Siversk, Hryhorivka, Verkhnokamyanske, and Ivano-

Daryivka. 

Russian forces continued to wage battles northeast and south of Bakhmut on August 21. UGS reported that Ukrainian 

forces repelled Russian ground assaults on Bakhmutske (about 11km northeast of Bakhmut) and Zaitseve (about 8km 

southeast of Bakhmut).  

 Russian forces also launched airstrikes near Zaitseve, Bakhmut, and Soledar (approximately 13km northeast of 

Bakhmut). Geolocated footage published on August 20 showed Ukrainian artillery striking Russian infantry in the 

southeastern outskirts of Soledar, which likely indicates that Russian forces are still operating in the vicinity of the 

Knauf Gips Donbas gypsum factory. The 

Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Territorial 

Defense claimed that Ukrainian forces are 

shelling Zaitseve from their positions southwest 

of the settlement, after DNR officials previously 

claimed that Russian forces seized the 

settlement on August 20. Russian and DNR 

sources have claimed to control major areas of 

Zaitseve since August 10, and ISW cannot 

independently confirm these claims. 

Geolocated footage also showed fire and smoke 

reportedly after Ukrainian forces struck an 

ammunition depot in Horlivka. 

Russian forces made limited territorial gains 

west of Donetsk City and continued attacking 

settlements northeast and southwest of 

Avdiivka on August 21. UGS reported that 

Russian forces were “partially successful” when 

advancing in the direction of Lozove-Pisky, 

12km west and northwest of Donetsk City, 

respectively. Russian forces also attempted to 

advance to Nevelske (about 18km due 

northwest of Donetsk City) but retreated.  

Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to 

improve their tactical positions in the direction 

of Novoselivka Druha-Krasnohorivka (northeast 

of Avdiivka) and conducted a failed 

reconnaissance-in-force attempt in the 

direction of Opytne (about four kilometers 

southwest of Avdiivka). Head of the Chechen 

Republic Ramzan Kadyrov claimed that Russian 

forces consolidated control over Pisky and are 

currently clearing the settlement of Ukrainian 

mines. Kadyrov also claimed that Russian forces 
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are continuing to advance with “minimal risk to civilian population and infrastructure,” despite geolocated footage 

previously showing Russian forces firing TOS-1A thermobaric artillery systems at Pisky. The Russian Defense Ministry 

has also claimed that Russian forces “fully liberated” Pisky on August 13. 

Russian forces attempted to advance southwest of Donetsk City and did not conduct offensive operations on the 

Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast administrative border on August 21. Russian forces launched unsuccessful assaults on 

Mariinka (about 24km southwest of Donetsk City) and Pobieda, approximately four kilometers west of Mariinka. 

Russian forces continued to launch airstrikes on Novomykhailivka and Pavlivka, approximately 30km and 52km 

southwest of Donetsk City, respectively. Social media footage showed the destruction of civilian infrastructure in 

Vuhledar (about 49km southwest of Donetsk City) following Russian artillery fire on the settlement. 

Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground assaults along the 

Kharkiv City Axis on August 21. UGS reported that Russian forces conducted an airstrike near Staryi Saltiv, 

approximately 45km northeast of Kharkiv City. Russian forces continued using tank, tube, and rocket artillery to shell 

Kharkiv City and settlements to the 

north, northeast, and southeast 

and conducted aerial 

reconnaissance near Velyki 

Prokhody, approximately 28km 

north of Kharkiv City. 

Supporting effort #2—

Southern axis - Russian forces 

conducted several assaults on the 

Mykolaiv-Kherson line on August 

21. Ukrainian sources reported that 

Russian forces again tried and 

failed to advance to Tavryiske, 

about 38km northwest of Kherson 

City, and to Potomkyne, south of 

Kryvyi Rih on the T2207 highway.  

UGS reported that Russian forces 

made partial advances towards 

Blahodatne, east of Mykolaiv City. 

Russian sources made various 

claims that Russian forces control 

part or all of Blahodatne. Ukraine’s 

Southern Operational Command 

reported that Russian forces struck 

industrial and military 

infrastructure in Mykolaiv City with 

S-300 anti-aircraft missiles. UGS 

reported that Russian forces 

conducted at least seven airstrikes 

along the line of contact, including 

near Lozove and Bila Krynytsia, 

likely targeting the Ukrainian 
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bridgehead over the Inhulets River. Ukrainian forces shot down three Russian UAVs in unspecified areas of Kherson 

Oblast. Russian forces continued shelling throughout the Kherson-Mykolaiv line of contact. 

Russian forces are using barges to transport equipment across the Dnipro River in occupied Kherson Oblast. Geolocated 

satellite imagery shows that Russian forces have repaired barges and are using them to transport unknown materials 

across the Dnipro River close to Kherson City, confirming ISW’s August 17 assessment. Russian forces have had to resort 

to other methods of maintaining ground lines of communication (GLOCs) across the Dnipro after consistent Ukrainian 

strikes have successfully rendered unusable both road bridges into western Kherson Oblast. These large barges likely 

require dedicated dock infrastructure to load and unload on both sides of the Dnipro River, which Ukrainian forces will 

likely target with further HIMARS strikes. 

Russian forces did not attempt any reported ground assaults in Zaporizhia Oblast on August 21. Russian forces 

conducted airstrikes on Hulyaipole and east of the city near Olhivske and Chervone. The Russian Defense Ministry  

claimed that Russian forces struck a Ukrainian ammunition depot in Charivne, southwest of Hulyaipole. Russian forces 

also targeted Nikopol, Marhanets, Vyshchetarasivka, and Illinka on the right bank of the Dnipro River, Myrivske on the 

northern outskirts of Kryvyi Rih, and the Zelendolsk and Apostolove hromadas, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast overnight on 

August 20-21 with heavy MLRS fire. Russian forces continued heavy shelling throughout the line of contact. 

Ukrainian officials expressed continued concern about a possible Russian provocation at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 

Power Plant (ZNPP) in the coming days. Ukrainian nuclear energy company Energoatom reported that Russian forces 

again shelled the ZNPP on August 20, damaging a personnel overpass into the power units. Energoatom also warned on 

August 21 that the ZNPP remains at risk of radiation leakage but stated that the plant continues to operate.  

Ukraine’s Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported that Russian occupation authorities extended a short-term 

break for Ukrainian ZNPP employees and have brought in Russian nuclear energy company Rosatom employees and 

more military equipment to the ZNPP grounds.  

GUR warned that Russian forces may be trying to disconnect the ZNPP from Ukrainian power systems, which GUR 

claims could increase the risk of a disaster at the plant. Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated on August 20 

that Russian forces transported powerlines and oil barrels to Melitopol to prepare to connect the ZNPP to the Russian 

energy system, stealing energy from Ukraine. 

Russian forces launched five Kalibr missiles toward Odesa Oblast overnight on August 20-21. Ukraine’s Southern 

Operational Command reported that Ukrainian air defenses intercepted two missiles and that the remaining three 

missiles struck open land and did not start fires. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that Russian forces struck 

complexes containing HIMARS in Maiorske, Odesa Oblast, but there is no evidence that the missiles struck military 

targets. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian military recruiters are likely allowing Russian volunteers to 

behave in a lawless and disorderly way during their training and prior to their deployment to Ukraine so as to not 

discourage the limited number of interested recruits. Russian opposition outlet Verstka interviewed 12 residents of 

Mulino, Nizhny Novgorod, and compiled social media complaints from locals who discussed volunteers' behavior 

around the town. Mulino is home to a massive Russian military training area and reportedly is the base for the new 3rd 

Army Corps.  

Locals told Verstka that ”several thousand servicemen” arrived in Mulino prior to deploying to Donbas and six groups of 

unspecified size have already rotated out of training (and presumably into Ukraine) since July. Locals stated that these 

volunteers are largely between the ages of 40 to 50, which confirms ISW’s previous observations that some recruits 

appeared to be older than the traditional age for new and raw recruits. Mulino residents reported that volunteers are 

committing robberies, harassing women, instigating fights, and heavily abusing alcohol after their training days end at 
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seven o'clock at night. Mulino authorities reportedly began patrolling the town as of last week, but residents speculate 

that the local police are likely releasing arrested volunteers because they are needed for deployment to Ukraine. One 

resident stated that these volunteers are ”meat” for deployment, while other social media users expressed concern 

that rowdy and lawless volunteers will harm Russian servicemen at the frontlines. 

Verstka’s report likely indicates that Russian military authorities are unwilling to discipline these new recruits, lured into 

service at great cost and effort. Indiscipline and de facto immunity from discipline during training will very likely 

translate into a poorly trained and entitled volunteer force that is used to committing crimes and getting away with it. 

Such behavior among volunteers may lead to conflicts with fellow Russian servicemen, disobedience, alcohol and drug 

abuse, looting, and potential victimization of Ukrainians in occupied areas. The report also further confirms that 

Russian forces have deployed some unspecified groups of volunteers to Ukraine after a short training period. The ages 

of volunteers and reported criminal and addictive behaviors also indicate that Russian military recruiters are scrambling 

for any volunteers regardless of criminal background, age, or military experience. The negative comments by locals 

about the recruits can also harm public perception of the Russian Armed Forces by Russians in the future, potentially 

further reducing the already-low proclivity to serve among Russians. 

Russian opposition outlet Novaya Gazeta reported that 33 Russian federal subjects are forming 52 volunteer battalions 

and military units. Novaya Gazeta also found that the Kremlin is forming 10 other military formations – within private 

military companies (PMC) Wagner and Redut, Cossack detachments, the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics (DNR 

and LNR), and Russian Combat Army Reserve (BARS) - that are competing for volunteers. Novaya Gazeta reported that 

the Russian Defense Ministry is overseeing the recruitment for regional volunteer battalions, the BARS program (which 

includes the units ”Rusich,” ”Imperskiy Legion,” ”Russkiy Legion,” and ”Soyuz Dobrovoltsev Donbassa”), and Redut 

(which includes the ”Veterany” Battalion and the ”Don” Cossack Brigade). Wagner is also selectively recruiting 

volunteers, while the DNR and LNR are forming the ”Sparta” Volunteer Battalion and the ”Pyatnashka” Volunteer 

Brigade. The report identified that Russian volunteer units are training in the following areas: Olgino, Severyanin, and 

Luga (all near St.Petersburg); Mulino; Kazan Higher Tank Command School training ground; southeast of Tambov; 

Totskoye; and Bambyrovo and Ussuriyskiy Zaliv (both in Primorsky Krai). PMC volunteers undergo training near Rostov-

on-Don, Molkino (Krasnodar Krai), and at the SPETSNAZ University in Chechnya. 

Russian military recruiters continued to promise extravagant rewards to men who sign military contracts to fight and 

are part of units that make territorial gains in Ukraine. Armavir City Military Recruitment Center in Krasnodar Krai 

posted an advertisement that calculated that a private could earn 1.9 million rubles (about $32,000) in one month if 

the unit he is in advances one kilometer per day in Ukraine. The recruiters promised each serviceman 50,000 rubles 

(about $840) for each kilometer that the recruit advances on the frontline. Russian federal subjects on average seek to 

recruit a volunteer unit composed of 350 people, and if the whole hypothetical unit advances by a kilometer (and 

everyone in it survives) the Kremlin would owe payment of 17.5 million rubles (about $294,000) to the entire unit. This 

ad reveals several important things about how Russia is fighting this war and seeking to find soldiers to continue doing 

so. First, it assumes daily rates of advance similar to World War I patterns -30 kilometers advance in a month is an 

incredibly slow rate of forward progress for a mechanized force, but in line with the rate of advance Russian forces 

have sustained in recent months when they have advanced at all. Second, it shows how desperately recruiters are 

trying to lure men to join volunteer units and how hard they are finding it. Third, it shows that the Kremlin is still trying 

to solve its manpower problems by throwing money at them to incentivize voluntary service rather than by considering 

coercion. 

The Big Picture – Ukraine has stopped the Russian invasion.  

Russia started out on three fronts – south, north and east, withdrew from the north when defeated there, regrouping 

in the east and south. Initially they made significant ground in these areas and re-stated their overall war objectives to 

suit these gains. 
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Russia was attacking and Ukraine was scrambling to defend whatever they could, but distinctly at a disadvantage in 

every sense. 

But then things changed. 

Ukraine now controls the war with Russia defending, a major change in balance as previously Ukraine was constantly 

reacting to Russian moves which increased war matériel wastage in second-guessing Russian moves and tactics. 

Now the shoe is on the other foot with Ukraine on the offensive and Russia trying to figure out what to do.  

Russia has had possession of Crimea since 2014 and the south eastern parts of the Donbas since a year later when they 

invaded in alignment with separatists in those areas. 

Now they are struggling to hold on to what they have, with Putin yesterday announcing he is postponing 

“referendums” in the occupied oblasts. 

With recently received NATO and US weaponry however, he is on the brink of a defeat in the Kherson area, potentially 

followed by further and other defeats, including Crimea, but Ukraine will need help in achieving this. 

Now that Ukraine is openly striking Crimea, the question to be asked is “How are the US and NATO involved?” 

Aside from providing massive amounts of launchers and ordnance, America is now providing radiation missiles and 

ScanEagle drones, amongst other matériel. These are not solely defensive weapons as the US has previously restricted 

itself to supplying. 

It is being reported that the US and NATO have OK’d Ukrainian strikes on any territory that was previously Ukrainian 

and have cajoled – or “ordered” - them into these latest spates of attacks, supporting these moves and sending in 

weaponry aligned with offensive tactics. 

In tandem with that thought, supply of radiation missiles and ScanEagle drones may also be looking north – to Belarus – 

where Russia has lately been stockpiling ground-to-air missiles in large quantities and the Belarussian army has been 

conducting military maneuvers along the Ukrainian border. 

These Russian and Belarussian moves do not look good for medium-term peace opportunities. 

Belarussian airports in close proximity to the Ukrainian border are where these stockpiles are located, which will not go 

unnoticed by Ukraine and its allies, looking north for any sign of Russia opening a new and third front. 

Russia has to do something to save face in the eyes of the Russian people who are starting to see at firsthand, Ukrainian 

strikes and offensive successes. There are increasing reports of Russian social media carrying news of setbacks and 

stories from Crimean escapees. 

It is still a crime in Russia to use the word “war,” punishable by up to 15 years in prison, but the stories are increasing, 

nonetheless. 

Ukrainian Independence Day is August 24th – this week – and it is expected that Putin is planning something dramatic 

for this Ukrainian celebration. Look north to Belarus. Russia needs a distraction from the Kherson disaster, where it 

increasingly looks as if Ukraine may encircle 20,000 to 25,000 Russian troops in a number of BTGs, cut off from supplies 

or retreat over the Dnipro River. 

Russian battalions are also seeing a dramatic rise in desertions by ground troops tired of the never-ending barrages of 

missiles with common (Russian troop) statements of “we have no idea where the Ukrainians are shooting from.” 
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In the Kherson Oblast theater, their rations are rapidly depleting, their equipment lacks maintenance, they are fast 

running out of fuel and ammunition, officers and command stations were withdrawn by helicopter to the southern 

bank of the river, and they are suffering barrage after barrage from launchers they cannot defend against. 

Small wonder they are deserting en masse. In another article further down in this Update, a Russian commander was 

heard reporting that his entire group deserted. 

As mentioned above, Ukraine has moved from defense to offense, with Russia scrambling to react and maintain and 

regain any ground it can. It is senselessly targeting civilian areas and using the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Station as a 

base from which to launch attacks against Ukraine, perhaps hoping to provoke an Eastern European catastrophe larger 

than the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, as a distraction. 

Supplies-wise, Russia is fast running out of munitions, but Ukraine desperately needs further matériel and support as 

well. Russia still outguns the Ukraine by a factor of 15:1 but their equipment is 1960’s-era and in very bad shape. 

This means that – in the present state of affairs – no large-scale war change will occur, unless Ukraine is stocked with 

the necessary supplies and support, something that looks as if it is underway.  

TOW missiles, 155mm howitzer cannons and 

thousands of rounds, used by US special 

services, such as the Carl-Gustaf system (seen 

to the right) are on their way or already in 

the hands of Ukrainian forces. Training for 

these weapons has already been completed. 

These are used in closer range combat, once 

HIMARS and other long-range artillery 

systems have prepared the ground for troop 

movement and offensive attack. 

The US is reportedly planning to send 

Excalibur precision-guided artillery munitions 

– a Raytheon product – in an upcoming package at “some point in the future.” Excalibur munitions will “give the 

Ukrainians a new precision weapons with which to target dug-in Russian positions and command posts.”  

Given the switch to offense-capable weaponry, is it a huge risk to introduce western jet fighters and ground attack 

aircraft? It will not be surprising to learn that Ukrainian fighter pilots are undergoing training in the US and UK. 

As is the case of radiation missile use, America did not announce supply of these in any way, only admitting so when 

confronted with evidence from attack debris in occupied areas. 

We have reached the point in military parlance where defense and offense can be used simultaneously to justify 

actions. 

Ukraine has the field upper hand, but it cannot mount a major counter-offensive “as is.” It needs more than HIMARS 

and other mobile weaponry, seeking a greater presence on the ground in order to take back and retain territory, and 

drive out any invading force.  

We are approaching a stand-off sans new developments.  
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Russia’s Black Sea fleet is basically out of the war. It is hiding to the east of Sevastopol, trying to stay out of range of 

British-suppled anti-ship missiles. The fleet was originally planned to provide the base for an amphibious attack on 

Ukraine’s southern shores, but this did not materialize. It is essentially a “white elephant” in this war.  

Watch for the northern front, a Zaporizhzhia nuclear disaster, increased civilian attacks by Russia, a potential (Russian) 

use of unconventional war tactics, and the price of natural gas and oil to the EU to skyrocket. 

Russia is fast running out of military options and may resort to desperate tactics. 

It is also waiting for winter to arrive in order penalize the EU through a manufactured natural gas and oil crisis, hoping 

for a main street citizen reaction.  

Russian fuel and replenishment supplies – With limited access to fuel, food and general supplies, aside from any 

mechanical maintenance requirements, Russian BTGs north of the Dnipro Rover will be “sitting ducks.” 

Their armored vehicles fire and relocate in order to escape detection. Their field kitchens and food packs feed the 

troops and as Napoleon said “An army cannot fight on an empty stomach.” Limited replenishment of any sort is 

crossing the three main bridges to the south of the river, now down to pontoon traffic and even this under fire from 

HIMARS batteries. 

This means that tanks and APVs will shortly grind to a halt and subject to attack. 

It is reported that all Russian commanders and command staff have been evacuated to the south of the river, leaving a 

reported 20,000 to 25,000 troops to their fate. (See also following article). 

Desertion mounting – A Russian commander has been “eavesdropped” reporting that his entire squadron of some 

80 soldiers has deserted the front with no-one remaining at the wheel. He himself is on the south of the river but his 

troops have decided that enough is enough. 

This is an increasing problem for Russia as it appears to be a rising “epidemic” with soldiers across the front deserting 

their posts. 

The Kremlin has been aware of this development for some weeks now and drafted the Wagner Group in to police the 

troops, detaining any deserters and moving those claiming to end their contracts to detention centers behind Russian 

front lines. 

This will explain in part the Russian scramble to enlist foreign soldiers and their frantic efforts in Central Asian countries 

to solicit contract soldiers with higher sign on bonuses and remuneration.  

Wagner HQ destroyed – Wagner, a Russian state-backed mercenary group accused of war crimes in Africa, Syria, 

and Ukraine, has – or had – its HQ in captured Popasna in southern Ukraine. 

Wagner commanders and high ranking Russian colleagues were in the HQ taking selfies and then posting these to social 

media sites. Included in the photos were Russian commanders and high ranking members of field command posts. 

In the background of these photos are address plates on the walls with exact addresses of where the photos were 

taken. 

Within hours Ukrainian commanders were made aware of these coordinates and unleashed banks of missiles into the 

HQ and surrounding buildings. 

It is now reported that nearly the entire upper Wagner Group command structure was killed with more than 100 

deaths and a further 100 injuries.  
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It was suspected that the commander of the group, Yevgeny Prigozhin - a Russian oligarch and close confidante of Putin 

- had been present but this has not been verified. Prigozhin controls a network of companies including Wagner, a 

Russian state-backed mercenary group accused of war crimes in Africa, Syria, and Ukraine; and three companies 

accused of interference in the 2016 and 2018 U.S. elections. He is known as “Putin’s chef,” as his restaurants in 

Moscow frequently catered to Putin and visiting dignitaries. 

He is also the responsible commander recently visiting Russian prisons to recruit prisoners for the Russian military in 

exchange for clemency for their crimes. 

Russia now on 'defense,' Ukraine can 'pick where they attack' - Retired US Army General Mark Hertling said 

yesterday that Russia is currently on "defense" while Ukraine is able to "pick where they attack" as the war between 

the two continues to rage on. 

"Early Russian goals were beyond their capability. Reducing the goals didn't help. Now, RU's defending in more places 

against a growing conventional Ukrainian threat & an expanded guerilla war. Ukraine has transitioned to the offense & 

can pick where they attack; Russia is now on the defense," he wrote on Twitter in a thread. 

The retired general added that Russian troops on the ground have proven to be "poorly-led, ill-trained & with low 

morale" and that they were unable to execute combined arms operations (CAO) in Ukraine. CAO's is a combination of 

infantry, tanks, offensive and defensive fire powers, aviation, and intel. 

"Russia came into this fight thinking they could execute a 'Desert Storm-like offensive' that would be completed in a 

few days. This was delusional," Hertling tweeted Saturday. "They lacked the leadership, training, equipment, to do it. 

Given RU culture & systems, they aren't capable of fixing this." 

The retired general added that Ukraine knows something that Russia doesn't, which is that "you can't *WIN* wars with 

artillery or air alone. Those may affect the outcome, or even prep the battlefield for future fights, but an force can't 

regain ground with 'fires' alone. You must do it with maneuver forces...in CAO's." 

Zelensky warns of 'particularly nasty' Russian acts during Independence Day - President Zelensky said that 

Russia could do something "particularly nasty" in the next week, as Ukraine prepares to celebrate its Independence 

Day. 

Ukraine's annual Independence Day follows months of fighting against Russian troops for control over territory. The 

holiday is set to be celebrated on August 24, exactly six months after Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered his 

invasion of the Eastern European country. Putin launched the invasion under the guise of liberating the separatist 

Donbas region and ridding the Ukrainian government of Nazis, even though Zelensky is Jewish. 

As the war rages on, fighting is concentrated in the easternmost region of Ukraine as Kyiv, bolstered by Western 

military aid, continues to hold back Russian forces. But ahead of the holiday, which commemorates the day Ukraine 

declared independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, some are warning that Russia could ramp up attacks to secure a 

military victory. 

During a national address on Saturday, Zelensky said that he's expecting Russia to do something "particularly cruel" 

either on the holiday or the days surrounding it. 

"We should be aware that this week Russia may try to do something particularly nasty, something particularly cruel," 

he said, according to Ukrainian news outlet Pravda. "Such is our enemy. But in any other week during these six months, 

Russia did the same thing all the time—disgusting and cruel." 

Zelensky's comments come after a Ukrainian intelligence warning on Thursday that said Russia is planning to attack 

Ukraine in a "massive shelling" event in the coming days. 
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"The threat of massive shelling on the territory of Ukraine with S-300 missiles is obvious. Considering the arrival of 

several trains [from Russia] before Aug. 20, it is clear that the Russians are preparing to attack Ukraine on Aug. 24," the 

Centre for Strategic Communications (StratCom), a Ukrainian NGO, wrote on its website and Telegram channel. 

Ukrainian intelligence has also said that Russia plans to display captured Ukrainian soldiers in iron cages for a "show 

trial" in Mariupol, a Russian-occupied city that has been devastated by the invasion. The soldiers displayed are 

expected to be those who were captured while defending the Azovstal steel plant earlier this year. 

Comment – Russian use of the S300 missile against ground targets smacks of military desperation. The S300 a long 

range surface-to-air missile system, armed with 50 to 300 lbs. warheads. These are designed for use against incoming 

aircraft and as such are not equipped with large warheads, just sufficient in order to bring down a jet or bomber. 

Use against ground targets, as is the use of sea-based cruise missiles, is a sign of desperation from Russia – it is running 

out of ground-to-ground missiles. 

Impacts 

Some Russian and Chinese citizens are voting with their feet - The leaders of the world's two largest 

autocracies, China and Russia, like to promote themselves by contrasting their countries with the West, declaring their 

top-down regimes superior to Western-style democracy. But, as China's Xi Jinping and Russia's Putin tighten the screws 

of repression, growing numbers of their citizens have decided they've had enough. 

The practice of "voting with your feet," or leaving the country, is telling the story for people who could go to prison for 

expressing their views openly. 

For some, escaping from autocracy is becoming more and more attractive. 

In China, the term is "run xue," or "run philosophy." The expression -- so far not blocked by Chinese web censors -- is 

drawing intense interest online. On Zhihu, a Chinese online question and answer forum, a "run xue" page received 

almost 9.2 million views. 

The most dramatic evidence of the pressure to escape is the number of applications for asylum. Most people don't take 

that route; most go through a normal process of emigration, perhaps looking for a job, applying to school or making an 

investment abroad to obtain a visa. But the last resort is the asylum process, which is complicated. 

Since Xi took power in China in 2013, the number of asylum applications has grown nearly eight times, reaching nearly 

120,000 last year, according to the United Nations Refugee Agency, with about 75% of asylum-seekers requesting to 

live in the United States. 

The overwhelming number of asylum-seekers last year was just the tip of the iceberg. Those leaving through formal 

channels are usually middle and upper class.  

Then there's Russia, led by Putin, Xi's partner in promoting authoritarianism. 

Much as the Chinese have, millions of Russians have chosen to ignore or at least tolerate Putin's repression as long as 

the economy was doing well. Putin's approval ratings, to the extent they can be believed, remain sky high. He has 

enjoyed strong -- but not absolute -- popular support, in large part because he controls the media, feeding the people a 

steady diet of propaganda. Those who have dared criticize his rule -- which, like Xi's, could continue in power for as long 

as he wishes -- have found themselves imprisoned, poisoned or both. Others have met unfortunate "accidents," such as 

falling out of windows. It's enough to make most choose to keep their noses out of politics. 
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But when Russia invaded Ukraine, repression intensified, making it increasingly intolerable for many to live under 

Putin's rules. The Orwellian rules -- such as banning the use of the word "war" to describe, well, the war -- made living 

in Russia and preserving one's integrity almost impossible for those who know the truth and reject what their country is 

doing. One woman, for example, stood in a Moscow square holding a scrap of paper that read, "Two words." The 

unuttered words, for which so many had been arrested, were probably, "Nyet voinye," or "no to war." She was arrested 

within seconds. 

After Russian troops rolled into Ukraine in February, more than 15,000 arrests were tallied by the Economist and the 

Russian human rights project OVD-Info. 

There are no precise statistics, but Google searches for "How to leave Russia," hit a 10-year high. By mid-March, one 

Russian economist calculated 200,000 people had left. A migration expert estimated that another 100,000 already 

abroad decided not to return. Up to two million are thought to have left since Putin took power. Driven by the 

troubling demographics, Putin just revived a Stalin-era award, the "Mother Heroine," rewarding women who have 10 

children with a million rubles, about $16,500. 

As attacks mount in Crimea, Kremlin faces rising domestic pressures - Nearly six months into the war, the 

Kremlin still refers to its invasion as a “special military operation” while trying to maintain a sense of normalcy at home. 

But a series of Ukrainian attacks in Crimea is puncturing that narrative. 

As Ukrainian attacks mount in the strategically and symbolically important territory, the damage is beginning to put 

domestic political pressure on the Kremlin, with criticism and debate about the war increasingly being unleashed on 

social media and underscoring that even what the Russian government considers to be Russian territory is not safe. 

Yesterday a drone slammed into the headquarters of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in Crimea, sending a plume of smoke over 

the port city of Sevastopol. Separately, in western Crimea, Russian troops launched anti-aircraft fire at unidentified 

targets, the region’s Russian governor said. 

Local Russian officials blamed the drone attack on Ukraine and urged residents and beachgoers not to panic, while 

insisting there had been no injuries and that Russian air defenses were functioning properly. 

But as images of anti-aircraft fire streaking through the blue Crimean sky ricocheted through social media, the visceral 

reality of war was becoming more and more apparent to Russians — many of whom have rallied behind the Kremlin’s 

line, hammered home in state media, that the “special military operation” to save Ukraine from Nazi domination is 

going smoothly and according to plan. 

“People are beginning to feel that the war is coming to them,” Andrei Kortunov, director general of the Russian 

International Affairs Council, a research organization close to the Russian government, said in a phone interview. “I 

think this is serious.” 

“One can literally feel in the air of Crimea that the occupation there is temporary, and Ukraine is returning,” President 

Zelenskyy of Ukraine said on Saturday in his nightly address to the nation. 

Kortunov said the Kremlin is likely to view the Ukrainian attacks not as a military threat but as “irritating,” showing 

Ukraine’s ability to threaten Russian lives deep behind the front lines. But it remained unclear how — or if — Putin 

would respond to the attacks, even as pro-Kremlin commentators called for retaliatory strikes. 

Russia continues to retain military superiority, and the recent strikes in Crimea haven’t resulted in territorial gains for 

Ukraine. But they nevertheless appear to have dealt a psychological blow to Russia, undercutting the previous 

perception of Russian invincibility in a peninsula that exerts a strong hold on the Russian psyche. 
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On the social network Telegram, one of Russia’s best-known state television hosts, Vladimir Solovyov, shared a post 

describing the attacks in Crimea and in Russian regions near the Ukrainian border as “some kind of surrealism.” 

While the military impact of the attacks may be minimal, there are mounting signs that local people are becoming 

unsettled by them, prompting officials to issue reassurances about their safety. 

“I understand that many are worried,” the Russian governor of Sevastopol, Mikhail Razvozhayev, said on his social 

media page on Saturday. “But that is exactly what the Ukrainian Reich” — a reference to Russia’s false characterization 

of Ukraine as a Nazi state — “wants to achieve.” 

In an interview over a messaging app on Saturday, one resident of Sevastopol said she had never imagined that she 

would live to see the events of the last six months — both the war and the booms of anti-aircraft fire that she said she 

had heard herself recently. She said that her solution was to try to continue living her life and to avoid the news. 

“When you read the news, chaos erupts in your head,” said the woman, Elena, 34, who requested her last name be 

withheld for her security. “You get the feeling that all around you everything is exploding and burning and that you are 

in hell.” 

Humanitarian 

Russia’s ‘most hidden crime’ in Ukraine war: rape of women, girls, men and boys - The Russian soldier 

taunted her: Your friend, he sneered, is lying on the floor, raped and naked and dead. 

S., a Ukrainian writer and government worker in her early 60s, froze at his words. Her neighbor Tetiana, a bold, dark-

haired 37-year-old widow, had quickly attracted the attention of Russian soldiers who, within days of the Feb. 24 

invasion, captured and occupied the small town of Makariv, about 30 miles west of the capital, Kyiv. 

“She would defy them,” said S., still shaken and sorrowful as she described the harrowing events of five months earlier, 

before late-winter chill gave way to spring, then high summer. “She would tell them: ‘I’m not afraid of you.’” 

On her smartphone, S. showed photos of individual soldiers sent to her by prosecutors, who for months have tracked 

the unit’s activities and obtained images of the suspects from social media and elsewhere. She recognized several, 

including ones who came regularly to her house and to Tetiana’s simple brick home next door to loot and carouse and 

threaten. She particularly feared one, a Chechen, whose erratic behavior made her think he was on drugs. 

Weeks would pass before the outside world learned of the horrors that occurred in streets and basements and back 

gardens of these once-tranquil suburbs and satellite towns, which were occupied for roughly a month before Russian 

forces in early April broke off a failed bid to seize the capital. 

Townspeople who were unable or unwilling to flee endured the first wave of what Western governments and Ukrainian 

officials would later describe as a systematic campaign of atrocities by Russian forces against civilians: torture, 

execution-style killings, starvation. 

And rape. 

Little by little, month by month, investigators have laid the groundwork for what are now more than 25,000 active 

cases of suspected war crimes, covering a wide variety of offenses. 

Investigators compile narratives from witness testimony, from forensic examinations of mutilated corpses that are still 

regularly turning up — outside Kyiv, one body was recently found stuffed beneath a manhole cover — from intercepted 

communications by Russian soldiers describing their own acts, or from surveillance cameras that before the war 

monitored traffic and deterred shoplifters. 
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As the war nears the six-month mark, however, cases involving sexual assault are proving particularly resistant to 

documentation. 

Comment – this speaks to the ongoing prosecution of the day to day conflict. It is not Putin and the Kremlin engaged in 

these acts of terrorism and horror, it is everyday Russian troops and mercenaries. One cannot continue to say it is 

“Putin’s War” without taking account the acts of brutality being committed by ground troops and their commanders. 

It is Russia attempting to reduce the Ukrainian culture by treating it with utmost contempt, that they can do whatever 

they want. The opening of this door of horror though does come from higher up command structures. In the first weeks 

of the war it was being reported that rape and theft was OK.  

“Of course it is not about sexual gratification,” said Natalya Zaretska, a military psychologist by training who is currently 

a volunteer in the Territorial Defense Forces, working with people in the formerly occupied territories in the Kyiv oblast, 

or province. “Rape is one instrument that is used to try to achieve this goal of subjugation.” 

Ukrainian officials believe a Russian campaign of terrorism against civilians was sanctioned at the highest levels. 

The widening awareness right now is that huge tracts of Russian land captured by Russia in both 2014 and now in the 

current war, have hundreds of villages and towns scattered across the landscape. How many of these Ukrainian 

women, girls and boys have been subjected to this torture and living hell? 

Intercepted communications of Russians are showing their awe at the higher standards of living in Ukraine than what 

they are coming from and accustomed to. 

Ukraine has found ways to track shipments of looted goods from Ukrainian villages to Russian areas. 

Not a good situation to behold when Ukrainian men fighting the Russians begin to hear that their wives and daughters 

have been subjected to this treatment by Russian troops.  

Ukraine slams 'genocidal language' by Russian ambassador pushing 'Final Solution' - Ukrainian official 

called out a Russian ambassador in Europe on Saturday for language that he condemned as "genocidal." 

The outcry was sparked by Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia's Permanent Representative to the International Organizations in 

Vienna, in a tweet that has since been deleted. In response to another tweet from Ukrainian President Zelensky about a 

$775 million military aid package from the United States, Ulyanov wrote: "No mercy to the Ukrainian population!" 

In response, Oleg Nikolenko, a representative for the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, called for Ulyanov to be expelled from 

Austria and said his words are advocating for genocide. 

"Russia's Ambassador Mikhail Ulyanov is calling for the elimination of the Ukrainian nation," Nikolenko wrote, 

alongside a screenshot of the deleted original tweet. "This genocidal language must not be tolerated. We call on the 

entire diplomatic community in Vienna to boycott Ulyanov, and on the host country, Austria - to declare him persona 

non grata." 

China 

Indian to develop two hydropower plants in Nepal as China abandons projects - Nepal was left in a fix after 

two Chinese companies withdrew from the projects, West Seti Hydropower Project and the Seti River Hydropower 

Project, after signing the MoUs with the government. 

The total cost of these projects is expected to be around $2.4 billion. Nepal was left in a fix after two Chinese 

companies withdrew from the projects, after signing the MoUs with the government. 
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Peace talks 

There are reports that Russia has reached out to the West, probing for a peace deal. This is not verified nor confirmed 

by reliable sources or Western posts, but the reports keep surfacing.  

Containment 

Japan may stockpile 1,000 missiles, Yomiuri reports - Japan is considering amassing an arsenal of more than 

1,000 of its planned long-range missiles, the Yomiuri newspaper reported, citing unidentified people with knowledge of 

the plans.  

The projectiles, which have a range of 500km to 5,500km, will be deployed mainly across the Nansei Islands and 

Kyushu, according to the article. By doing so, Japan is seeking to close the "missile gap" with China, which has about 

300 sea-based and 1,900 land-based missiles, according to the newspaper. 

Japan is also planning to upgrade and extend the capability of its domestically produced Type 12 surface-to-ship missile 

deployed by the Ground Self Defence Force to hit objects more than 1,000km away, Yomiuri reported. 

Comment – Will these perhaps make their way in to Ukrainian arsenals? 

Sanctions 

Wheat and the looming winter of 2022 - Wheat 

is a dietary staple for millions of people around the 

world. 

After rice and corn (maize), wheat is the third most-

produced cereal worldwide, and the second-most-

produced for human consumption. And considering 

wheat’s importance in the global food system, any 

impact on major producers such as droughts, wars, or 

other events, can impact the entire world. 

With the looming winter and supplies in both Russia 

and Ukraine drastically reduced, this doesn’t portend 

well for global supplies over the next six months. 

Which countries are the largest producers of wheat? 

This graphic by Kashish Rastogi visualizes the 

breakdown of 20 years of global wheat production by 

country. 

While more than 80 different countries produce wheat 

around the world, the majority of global wheat 

production comes from just a handful of countries, 

according to data from The Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 

 China, the world’s largest wheat producer, has yielded 

more than 2.4 billion tonnes of wheat over the last 
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two decades, making up roughly 17% of total production from 2000-2020. 

A majority of China’s wheat is used domestically to help meet the country’s rising food demand. China is the world’s 

largest consumer of wheat—in 2020/2021, the country accounted for approximately 19% of global wheat consumption. 

The second-largest wheat-producing country is India. Over the last two decades, India has produced 12.5% of the 

world’s wheat. Like China, India keeps most of its wheat domestic because of significant food demand across the 

country. 

Russia, the world’s third-largest wheat producer, is also the largest global exporter of wheat. The country exported 

more than $7.3 billion worth of wheat in 2021, accounting for approximately 13.1% of total wheat exports that year. 

Russia-Ukraine Impact on Global Wheat Market 

Because Russia and Ukraine are both significant global wheat producers, the ongoing conflict between the two 

countries has caused massive disruptions to the global wheat market. 

The conflict has had an impact on adjacent industries as well. For instance, Russia is one of the world’s major fertilizer 

suppliers, and the conflict has led to a global fertilizer shortage which could lead to food shortages worldwide. 

Putin 

Moscow car blast kills daughter of Putin's top propagandist - The daughter of a Russian "propagandist" with 

close ties to President Vladimir Putin was reportedly killed in a car explosion Saturday night in Moscow that could have 

been meant for her father. Several international media outlets and the Washington Post have reported the incident, in 

which videos show a vehicle completely engulfed in flames. 

Daria Dugin, who's the daughter of Aleksandr Dugin, was reportedly in the vehicle when the vehicle exploded Saturday 

evening. 

"A Toyota Land Cruiser Prado exploded near the village of Velyki Vyazomy in the suburbs of Moscow, as a result of 

which the driver died, law enforcement agencies informed us," Russian state media TASS reported, also cited by the 

Washington Post. 

Ukrainian media outlet Pravda said that Aleksandr Dugin has been a driving force of Russian propaganda since the 

Crimean invasion in 2014 and one of the architects of the 2022 invasion of Ukraine. 

"Dugin is on the U.S. sanctions list against persons guilty of aggression against Ukraine. Dugin is the founder of the 

ideological movement "Neo-Eurasianizm" and his political activity is aimed at creating a Eurasian superpower through 

the integration of Russia with the former Soviet republics into the new Eurasian Union," Pravda reported. "Dugin is 

considered an ideologue of "racism," called for the murder of Ukrainians. The international press calls Dugin "Putin's 

Rasputin" or "Putin's brain," who helped shape Putin's view of Russia. Dugin was also the editor-in-chief of the 

propaganda Russian TV channel Tsargrad TV." 

Aleksandr Dugin in late April said that any country providing weapons to aid Ukraine in the fight against Russia should 

be prepared for Russia to, in turn, supply weapons to any of their aggressors. 

Russian lawmaker denounces 'traitor' daughter opposing Putin, Ukraine war - Russian politician Eduard 

Isakov denounced his daughter Diana Isakova on Friday after she voiced opposition to Putin's invasion of Ukraine. 

Isakova—the 25-year-old daughter of Isakov, who serves as a senator from the Khanty-Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug—

became the latest Russian to condemn the war in an interview with the BBC published on Friday. 


