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Conflict Update # 290 

December 10th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses (no update)– 93,390 (310) soldiers killed, 2,937 (+2) enemy tanks, 5,912 (+3) armored  combat 

vehicles, 1,926 (+1) artillery systems, 395 (+0) MLRS systems, 211 (+0) air defense systems, 286 (+0) warplanes, 264 (+0) 

helicopters, 1,603 (+0) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 592 (+0) cruise missiles, 16 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,531 

(+3) trucks and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 164 (+0) units of equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Zelenskyy says Bakhmut is ‘destroyed’ - Russian forces have “destroyed” the eastern Ukrainian city of Bakhmut, 

President Zelenskyy has said. 

“The occupiers actually destroyed Bakhmut, another Donbas city that the Russian army turned into burnt ruins,” 

Zelenskyy said in his nightly video address. 

He did not provide further details. Some buildings remain standing in the city and residents are still milling about in the 

streets. 

Fighting heated up around Bakhmut after Ukrainian forces recaptured the southern city of Kherson nearly a month ago. 

Russia has been focusing on the eastern city in what some observers say is a display of Russian President Vladimir 

Putin’s desire for visible gains after a number of military setbacks. 

Taking Bakhmut would rupture Ukraine’s supply lines and open a route for Russian forces to press on toward 

Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, key Ukrainian strongholds in Donetsk. 

Comment – This is the only way Russia knows how to conduct war – kill thousands of innocent civilians en masse by 

bombing them into oblivion. They are very fearful of man-to-man and force-to-force warfare because they do not win 

that way, nor 

know how to 

engage other 

than attack 

defenseless 

women and 

children, the 

aged and the 

infirm. They 

instead follow 

the cowardly 

route by 

attacking from afar those who cannot fight back.  

Look at Syria, Georgia, Mariupol and WWII as examples of Russian tactics and one can see precisely how they attack 

civilian targets purposely - because they are too afraid of fighting against armed forces. Ukraine has beaten them at 
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every stage of the current war, Afghani’s beat them from behind rock outcrops, Georgians still provide resistance and 

every country to their west opted out of the Soviet Union when provided the opportunity – because they want nothing 

to do with an oppressive genocidal and phobic bully.  

One can understand Russian defensive qualms and 

phobias about sealing off gateways to Moscow for 

invaders, but their tactical and national myopia is 

astounding.  

They could engage in wealth and security generation a la 

the West, Asia and others, with peaceful and mutually 

beneficial cooperation with its neighbors, like the US, 

Canada and Mexico, but instead opt for a corrupt regime 

and using force in achieving objectives. 

For generations they used these tactics on surrounding 

satellite states such as Hungary, Czechoslovakia  and 

Poland.  

For over a century Russia has been invading and 

occupying its neighbors, and on each occasion it is due to 

their fear of being invaded themselves, their need to 

cement in place physical barriers impeding potential 

assailants.  

This tells one that if there is this fear, it is grounded on defeat, not victory, otherwise there would be no such fear. 

They are still of the mind and engaging in what was called “The Great Game” in centuries gone past.  

Russia’s primary asset is its military. It does not have any grand economy to speak about, it annual GDP being the same 

as that of Texas. This is because they engage in cronyism and corruption, and not in generating multiplier effects 

through sane and sound economic policies. The US has as its primary asset its economy, as does the EU and Asia. 

In Russia the military is #1 and the economy is #2. So it plays to the #1 option at all times.  

But not lost on the West is that #2 drives #1, and it is much easier to attack #2 than #1. 

By ignoring the typical state hierarchy of “National Need” of the economy preceding and controlling the military, and by 

Russia opting continually for #1, there is nothing left for growing with neighbors and ordinary Russian states and 

oblasts. This then reinforces their fears and phobias, leading to a permanent circular mentality of fear. 

They just don’t know any other way other than using out and out force and subjugation to have any relevance and 

significance. Poles, Hungarians, Estonians, Lithuanians and others all detest the Russians. 

The Poles have a saying – “We built warships for the Russians, and they paid us in second-hand shoes.” They have 

another saying – “We hate the German but absolutely despise the Russian.” 

Cowards every Russian one of them. 

Read an update of Putin’s statement earlier this week regarding a western fear of his nuclear arsenal as detailed below 

under “Putin.” It is clear from this statement that he is using his threat of a nuclear option as a weapon, albeit a tacit 

weapon and a means to his end – subjugation of his neighbors. 



 

3 
 

It is time for the Russian “bear” to be vacated – permanently.  

Ramp up economic sanctions, make it extremely clear to China and other BRICS members that this is going to affect his 

and any of his supporters’ economies. In short, it is going to get very ugly.  

Shut Russia out of the global system until they either conform to humane and acceptable behavior or they disintegrate 

into smaller states. 

This will require a rejig of just about every internal national individual state policy to increase pressure on Russia and its 

allies.  

Actions such as Canada increasing energy exports, US expanding Gulf LNG 

ports for loading and exporting natural gas, Australia being 

assisted in extracting gas from its vast undersea deposits in 

the waters around its western coastline – as can be 

seen in the map alongside. 

It is going to take a concerted and decisive 

series of assertive actions with one 

objective in mind – to rid the world of this 

ongoing menace. 

The Russian presence in global affairs with its disruptive 

and destructive pattern of subtle international intrigue, 

subterfuge, interfering, belligerence and  interventions needs 

to be stopped once and for all. 

Its ongoing and nonstop threatening of other 

countries, its tacit presentation of its nuclear arsenal 

as a real and constant deterrent in support of these continuing and misguided policies, its undermining of peace and 

prosperity around the world must be brought to an end. 

After more than one hundred years of their recalcitrant behavior, it is time. 

Chechnyans are refusing to fight against Ukraine –  Thousands of Chechnyans are refusing to take up arms 

against Ukraine, infuriating both Kadyrov and Putin. 

The danger for the former is this may seed a revolution in Chechnya against the Kadyrov dynasty, imposed by force by 

Russia years ago. Now that Russia is fully deployed in its illegal Ukrainian invasion, it will have no time to divert forces 

to circumvent any Chechnyan uprising. 

Casualties reported in large-scale fire incident in occupied Crimea - The Krymsky Veter channel posted a 

video from the scene of the incident. The post specifies that the fire started at around 06:00 a.m. earlier today. 

Those barracks could house from several hundred to several thousand people, Serhiy Bratchuk, an Odesa Oblast 

military administration official, wrote on Telegram. 

"At about 6 a.m. today. The barracks are on fire... There are dead and wounded people," the message reads. 

There have been no comments from the Kremlin-controlled puppet "authorities" on the temporarily occupied 

peninsula. Dmitry Peskov, the press secretary of Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, on Dec. 8 acknowledged the 

vulnerability of Crimea to attacks by the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 
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Russia inflicts heavy losses on Ukraine as battle of Bakhmut rages - Moscow's forces have inflicted heavy 

losses on Ukrainian troops in the battle for Bakhmut in eastern Ukraine, according to an assessment that comes as 

NATO warned the war could escalate into "full-fledged" conflict between Russia and the alliance. 

The ISW said on Friday that Russian forces had conducted assault operations in Bakhmut itself and to the north and 

south of the city in the Donetsk oblast, which is the center of fierce fighting. 

The ISW cited reports from Russian Telegram accounts that Ukraine's forces had "suffered heavy losses" and that 

Moscow's troops had struck forward Ukrainian positions northeast of the city. 

Donetsk's regional governor, Pavlo Kyrylenko, has said that Russian forces were pressing on Bakhmut with daily attacks, 

despite taking heavy casualties. "You can best describe those attacks as cannon fodder," he added in televised 

comments. "They are mostly relying on infantry and less on armor, and they can't advance." 

Comment – A word of caution here is to view reports in relativity as further north is where Ukrainian armed forces are 

making headway against Russian BTG’s. Reports are coming in that they have allowed Russian advances amid heavy 

fighting in order to contain them in the Bakhmut area whilst effecting a broader pincer movement. As previously 

reported and as extracted from UK MoD reports, Bakhmut is of small significance which may explain Ukrainian tactics. 

Reports are coming in of these developments. 

Russian-installed Kherson official says withdrawing hryvnia - The Russian-installed administration of Ukraine’s 

Kherson region says that it has begun changing locally circulated Ukrainian hryvnia currency into Russian roubles, with 

hryvnia circulation in Moscow-controlled areas of the region to end on January 1. 

“For the sake of the convenience of residents and to allow for a smoother integration of the region into the Russian 

economic space, this week banks in Kherson region began currency exchange operations,” said Andrei Peretonkin, the 

head of the Russian central bank’s local branch, in a video published on Telegram. 

The southern region came under Moscow’s occupation immediately after the start of the February invasion. It was then 

declared annexed to Russia in a highly condemned referendum deemed illegal by Western countries. 

In an important victory for Ukrainian forces, Russia withdrew from Kherson city last month, but it still holds control 

over most of the region. 

Comment – Use of Russian currency emphasizes on a daily basis their occupation to subjugated citizens in Kherson and 

other occupied territories. 

Russian officials strengthened existing legislation to stifle domestic dissent. 

Russian forces established defensive lines near Svatove, and Russian and Ukrainian forces conducted ground 

attacks near Kreminna. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks near Bakhmut and Avdiivka. 

Russian forces may have established positions on an island west of Kherson City in the Dnipro River. 

Ukrainian forces’ interdiction campaign against Russian military assets and logistics hubs in southern 

Ukraine has degraded Russian forces, their logistics lines, and broader Russian morale. 

Putin doubled down on claims that Russia will not conduct a second wave of mobilization amidst persistent 

concerns within Russian society. 



 

5 
 

Russian occupation authorities continued to strengthen physical, legal, and social control over occupied territories. 

Eastern Kharkiv Oblast-Western Luhansk Oblast - Russian forces continued defensive operations in the Svatove 

area. The Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) reported Russian forces are defending their positions northwest of Svatove in 

the direction of Kupyansk. A milblogger claimed that Russian forces are widely constructing defensive lines in the area.  

A social media source posted a map 

purporting to show the locations of 

extensive Russian fortifications extending 

from 55km north of Svatove toward 

Troitske and 40km south of Svatove 

toward Kreminna and a milblogger 

claimed there is a large number of Russian 

mobilized personnel operating in the 

Svatove area. Another social media source 

posted images on December 9 showing 

elements of the 1st Guards Tank Army 

operating south of Oborotnivka (19km 

northwest of Svatove), corroborating a 

December 8 report from the United 

Kingdom Ministry of Defense (MoD) 

stating that elements of the 1st Guards 

Tank Army have likely deployed along the 

defensive line near Svatove. 

Russian forces continued to conduct 

counterattacks in Kreminna while 

Ukrainian forces reportedly continued 

counteroffensive operations in the area 

on December 9. UGS reported its forces 

repelled an assault near Bilohorivka (12km 

south of Kreminna).  

The Russian MoD claimed that its forces 

continued unspecified offensive 

operations west of Kreminna in the 

direction of Lyman and milbloggers 

claimed forces are conducting offensive 

operations on the Kreminna-Makiivka 

front and making marginal advances in the 

area.  

Yet another milblogger claimed there was 

fighting between Ukrainian and Russian 

forces near Chervonopopivka (5km north 

of Kreminna) and Ploshchanka (15km northwest of Kreminna), whilst other Russian sources claimed their forces 

repelled Ukrainian assaults near Ploshchanka and west in the direction of Nevske. A milblogger claimed Russian forces 

repelled a Ukrainian attempt to break through Russian positions near Lysychansk (15km southeast of Kreminna), whilst 
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Russian sources claimed Ukrainian forces also struck a Russian rear area in Pervomaisk (50km southeast of Kreminna) 

with HIMARS rockets. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces continued 

offensive operations around Bakhmut on 

December 9. UGS reported its forces repelled 

an assault near Klishchiivka, about 7km 

southwest of Bakhmut. The Russian MoD and 

a Russian source claimed their forces 

attacked near Druzhba (18km southwest of 

Bakhmut) from the direction of Horlivka.  

Multiple Russian sources claimed their forces 

conducted assault operations in Bakhmut and 

to the north and south of Bakhmut and 

claimed that Ukrainian forces suffered heavy 

losses, also claiming their forces struck 

forward Ukrainian positions in Bakhmutske 

(10km northeast of Bakhmut) and claimed 

that Russian forces continue to push through 

Ukrainian defenses near Spirne (30km 

northeast of Bakhmut).  

A Russian source amplified claims DNR 3rd 

Motorized Rifle Battalion took control of 

Mayorsk (20km south of Bakhmut). UGS 

reported Russian forces continued routine 

shelling along the line of contact in this area. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations 

in the Avdiivka-Donetsk City area on 

December 9. UGS reported its forces repelled 

an assault near Marinka in Donetsk Oblast 

whilst multiple Russian sources also claimed 

their forces resumed an offensive against 

Marinka and stormed a fortified Ukrainian 

position in the settlement.  

A Russian source shared video footage reportedly of an unsuccessful Ukrainian attack near Pisky (5km northwest of 

Donetsk City), claiming a Ukrainian convoy moved from Pervomaiske and Vodiane (7km southwest of Avdiivka) in the 

direction of Pisky but that the 238th Artillery Brigade of the 8th Combined Arms Army of the Southern Military District 

and the DNR “Sparta” and “Somalia” battalions repelled the attack.  

Another Russian source claimed its forces entered southern Vodiane and advanced slightly in Pervomaiske. Multiple 

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces began attacking Ukrainian positions in the Novomykhailivka area (36km 

southwest of Avdiivka) and struck Ukrainian positions in Vesele (5km north of Avdiivka). Russian forces continued 

routine shelling along the line of contact in this area. Russian forces continued defensive operations in western Donetsk 

and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts on December 9. UGS reported enemy forces are defending their positions in the 

Novopavlivka (western Donetsk Oblast) direction.  
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The Russian MoD claimed its forces repelled Ukrainian forces in the direction of Volodymyrivka and Pavlivka, Donetsk 

Oblast, and Novodarivka, Zaporizhia Oblast. A social media user shared images from the Russian “Kaskad” Battalion 

purporting to show Russian forces striking Ukrainian positions near Mykilske (5km southeast of Vuhledar). Russian 

forces continued routine indirect fire along the line of contact in Donetsk and eastern Zaporizhia oblasts. 

Southern Axis - Russian forces 

may have established positions 

on an island west of Kherson City 

in the Dnipro River as of 

December 9 with unofficial 

Russian and Ukrainian sources 

claiming Russian forces landed 

on Potemkin Island (10km 

southwest of Kherson City in the 

Dnipro River) and established 

firing positions there, suggesting 

that the network of islands in the 

Dnipro River near Kherson City 

may remain contested. No 

official sources have supported 

such claims and ISW is currently 

unable to confirm their veracity. 

Russian forces continued to shell 

areas on the west (right) bank of 

the Dnipro River, including 

Kherson City and its environs. 

Ukrainian forces continued to 

strike Russian force 

concentrations in southern 

Ukraine. UGS reported that 

December 7 Ukrainian strikes 

against enemy forces near 

Berdyansk, Tokmak, Melitopol, 

Enerhodar, Dniprorudne, Polohy, 

and Vasylivka, Zaporizhia 

Oblast— all along strategic 

logistics lines – wounded 240 

personnel and destroyed three 

ammunition depots and 20 

pieces of military equipment.  

A Ukrainian source reported its forces struck Hola Prystan (on the Kherson City-Armiansk highway) and Chaplynka (on 

the Nova Kakhovka-Armiansk highway), Kherson Oblast, both areas of reported Russian defensive fortifications. 

Ukrainian forces’ interdiction campaign against Russian military assets and logistics hubs in southern Ukraine has 

degraded Russian forces, logistics lines, and broader Russian morale.  
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A milblogger claimed he spoke to Russian soldiers who have served in Nova Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast, who claim that 

Ukrainian HIMARS strikes completely destroyed military infrastructure in Nova Kakhovka, including housing, river 

crossings, and equipment concentrations, and inflicted significant manpower casualties—all of which the milblogger 

claimed significantly degraded Russian forces, adding that Russian forces have not been able to replenish their losses at 

an appropriate rate or quality.  

The milblogger continued that Russian forces in “all major cities” suffered the same results from Ukrainian strikes and 

expressed anger that Russian military leadership failed to compensate for enough of its shortcomings to win the war. 

Putin announced yesterday Russian authorities plan to reopen the road span of the Kerch Strait Bridge in March 2023 

and the bridge’s rail lines in mid-summer 2023, significant delays from previously promised dates. This announcement 

comes just days after Putin drove across the bridge as part of a likely information operation to convince the Russian 

populace that the bridge is secure and to suppress panic over a possible future Ukrainian counteroffensive. 

Nuclear 

Putin floats possibility that Russia may abandon ‘no first use’ nuclear doctrine - Putin, for the second time 

this week, floated the possibility that Russia may formally change its military doctrine of not being the first to use 

nuclear weapons in a conflict, days after he warned of the “increasing” threat of nuclear war. 

“They (the US) have it in their strategy, in the documents it is spelled out – a preventive blow. We don’t. We, on the 

other hand, have formulated a retaliatory strike in our strategy,” Putin said at a news conference in the Kyrgyzstan 

capital Bishkek. 

Even if Russia were to retaliate immediately on seeing the launch of nuclear missiles towards it, Putin said, “this means 

the fall of the warheads of enemy missiles on the territory of the Russian Federation is inevitable – they will still fall.” 

Putin said that United States’ policy was not to exclude the possibility of “disarming” nuclear strike, while Russia’s 

doctrine is to use nuclear weapons as the last resort. 

“So if we’re talking about this disarming strike, then maybe think about adopting the best practices of our American 

partners and their ideas for ensuring their security. We’re just thinking about it. No one was shy when they talked 

about it out loud in previous times and years,” he said. 

“If a potential adversary believes it is possible to use the theory of a preventive strike, and we do not, then this still 

makes us think about those threats that are posed to us,” he added. 

Biden administration officials have previously said that Moscow has been warned at the highest levels of the 

consequences for use of nuclear weapon in the war. 

On Wednesday, Putin warned of the “increasing” threat of nuclear war, while stopping short of pledging Russia would 

not be the first to resort to nuclear weapons in a conflict. 

“As for the idea that Russia wouldn’t use such weapons first under any circumstances, then it means we wouldn’t be 

able to be the second to use them either — because the possibility to do so in case of an attack on our territory would 

be very limited,” he said Wednesday. 

Putin’s comments come as the war enters winter, with Russia continuing to shell eastern and southern parts of Ukraine 

– and faces attacks on its own soil. 

Russia is expanding and modernizing its nuclear arsenal at a time when Putin has repeatedly suggested he 

could use nuclear weapons to protect Russia, US Defense Secretary Austin said Friday. 
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"As the Kremlin continues its cruel and unprovoked war of choice against Ukraine, the whole world has seen Putin 

engage in deeply irresponsible nuclear saber-rattling," Austin said. He made the comments at a ceremony for the 

incoming commander of US Strategic Command, which oversees the U.S. nuclear arsenal. 

According to a recent Pentagon policy document on nuclear arms, Russia has the largest stockpile of nuclear weapons 

in the world, with close to 6,000 warheads, according to experts. Together, Russia and the United States hold about 

90% of the world's nuclear warheads,” enough to destroy the planet many times over. Putin said Friday that Russia's 

near-total loss of trust in the West would make an eventual settlement over Ukraine much harder to reach, although 

contacts between Russian and U.S. intelligence services were at least continuing. 

Containment 

Boris Johnson sets out how Putin can be beaten in Ukraine next year in new intervention - Boris Johnson 

has urged the West to step up support for Ukraine to end the war as soon as next year. The former PM, who developed 

a close friendship with Ukrainian President Zelenskyy and is widely viewed as a hero in Kyiv, said the conflict can "only 

end one way" - with the defeat of Putin. 

Johnson argued that putting the Russian President's brutal and unprovoked invasion to a stop as soon as possible is "in 

everyone's interest, including Russia". 

Writing in the Wall Street Journal, the ex-prime minister said: "Not in 2025, not in 2024, but in 2023." 

He insisted the "world can't continue to watch" as Ukrainians are pummeled with missiles and drones, adding that 

global economic turmoil will continue as long as Putin's "senseless attacks". 

He said: "It is time to look urgently at what more the West can do to help the Ukrainians achieve their military 

objectives, or at least to kick the Russians out of all the territories invaded this year. 

"That's the only plausible basis on which a conversation about the future could begin. 

"The Ukrainians have the valor necessary to succeed. They have shown it. They just need the equipment." 

Johnson conceded that the financial commitment is "painful" in a period of fiscal restraint, but added: "Time is money, 

and the longer this goes on the more we will all end up paying in military support." 

The former PM also rejected fears about "poking the Russian bear" and suggestions that NATO provoked Putin into 

launching his invasion. 

He said: "It was decades of Western lassitude and irresolution about Ukraine's status that enticed the bully to make his 

mistake. 

"The West has atoned for this failure with a stunning display of coherence and unity since February. We must be 

stronger and bolder." 

Johnson's latest intervention comes after he insisted last month that continuing to support Ukraine is his "priority" 

after leaving No 10. 

During an interview on Sky News, he was asked by presenter Mark Austin: "Do you still harbour hopes of returning as 

Prime Minister? Is it unfinished business?" 

Johnson replied: "I harbour hopes of continuing to campaign for Ukraine and that is my priority. 
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$275 million more in US military aid to Ukraine - US President Biden authorized a new round of $275 million in 

military aid for Ukraine, offering new capabilities to defeat drones and boost air defenses, according to a memo 

released Friday by the White House. 

The package also includes rockets for High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) launchers made by Lockheed 

Martin, 80,000 155 mm artillery rounds, Humvee military vehicles and about 150 generators, according to the memo. 

Putin 

Putin calls nuclear weapons a tool of deterrence in Ukraine - Putin this week hailed annexation of Ukrainian 

territories as a major achievement and said his country’s nuclear weapons serve as a tool of deterrence in the war that 

the Kremlin calls a “special military operation.” 

Speaking with members of the presidential Human Rights Council, Putin described the land gains as “a significant result 

for Russia,” noting that the “Sea of Azov has become Russia’s internal sea.” He added that “Peter the Great fought to 

get access to the Sea of Azov.” 

Russia seized broad swaths of southern Ukraine in the opening days of its invasion of Ukraine and captured the key Sea 

of Azov port of Mariupol in May after a nearly three-month siege. In late September, Putin illegally annexed four 

regions of Ukraine: Kherson and Zaporizhzhia in the south, and Donetsk and Luhansk in the east. 

What is he saying? – Putin is relaying that whatever he does in Ukraine and elsewhere, he can do so without fear of too 

much a reaction from western alliances and countries – because he has a nuclear arsenal. This is as bad as using his 

arsenal because this is a tacit deployment of a nuclear threat. 

He is correct in his assessment as NATO and the West are fearful of entering into a nuclear conflict. And rightfully so, 

but that is precisely what bullies look for – fear to enable them to continue their morose conduct. He is depending on 

this and now has outright declared it as a means to an end – his end as defined for expansionist purposes. 

What Putin fails to seem to realize is that a Russian occupation of Ukraine will extend its arsenal up alongside western 

NATO states and not only embolden him in his belligerence, but also lead to further invasions – all based on his 

perceived western fear of prompting a nuclear confrontation. 

Putin continues to discuss negotiations with Ukraine as a means of separating Ukraine from its Western 

supporters by portraying Kyiv as unwilling to compromise or even to engage in serious talks. During a news conference 

at the Eurasian Economic Union summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, on December 9, Putin clarified his December 7 

statements wherein he suggested that Russia was preparing for a “lengthy” war and stated that he meant the 

settlement process would be protracted.  

He emphasized the settlement process will be challenging and take time, and that all participants will need to agree 

with realities on the ground in Ukraine (by which he presumably means recognizing Russian control of any territories it 

has annexed), but that at the end of the day, Russia is open to negotiations.  

He also criticized statements made by former German chancellor Angela Merkel that the 2014 Minsk Agreements were 

an attempt to “buy time for Ukraine” and accused Merkel and the West of propagating distrust in negotiating future 

settlements. Putin remarked that based on this understanding of the Minsk Agreements, perhaps Russia should have 

begun military operations earlier. Despite the constant employment of adversarial rhetoric regarding the settlement 

process, Putin continued to claim that Russia remains open to the possibility of negotiations. 
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Putin has consistently weaponized invocations of the negotiation process to isolate Ukraine from partner support by 

framing Ukraine as refusing concessions and likely seeks to use any ceasefire and negotiation window to allow Russian 

troops time to reconstitute and relaunch operations, thus depriving Ukraine of the initiative.  

A ceasefire agreement that occurs soon enough to allow Russian forces to rest and refit this winter is extremely 

unlikely, however. Negotiating a protracted, theater-wide ceasefire takes time. Russia and Ukraine are extremely far 

apart on the terms of any such agreement, and it is almost impossible to imagine a ceasefire being agreed to, let alone 

implemented, for some months, which would deprive Russia of the opportunity to pause Ukrainian winter counter-

offensives and reset before spring. 

Putin may be overly optimistic about the prospects for a more immediate cessation of hostilities, but that is also 

unlikely given his rhetoric as well as statements by Ukrainian leaders and the West, of which he is well aware. It is more 

likely that Putin is fanning discussions of a ceasefire primarily as part of an information operation designed to expand 

cleavages between Ukraine and its backers by portraying Kyiv as unwilling to talk. Putin is likely secondarily setting 

conditions for actual negotiations sometime in 2023, presumably after Russian forces have secured more of the 

territory he claims to have annexed. 

Sanctions 

UK sanctions Russians over human rights abuses - Britain has announced wide-ranging sanctions against 30 

targets worldwide, including five people from Russia and Russian-held Crimea amid the ongoing invasion of Ukraine, 

which has attracted successive waves of UK sanctions against Moscow. 

Those targeted include Russian Colonel Ibatullin for his role as the commander of the 90th Tank Division, which has 

been involved in fighting since Russia invaded Ukraine. 

The government said there had been multiple allegations made against serving members of the 90th Tank Division, 

including the conviction in Ukraine of a senior lieutenant on sexual abuse charges during the war. 

Australia sanctions Russia, Iran for rights violations - Australia will place sanctions on Russia and Iran in 

response to “egregious” human rights violations, Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong says in a statement. 

Seven Russians involved in what Wong said was the attempted assassination of jailed opposition leader Alexey Navalny 

would have human rights sanctions imposed on them. 

Australia is also placing further financial sanctions on three Iranians and one Iranian business for supplying drones to 

Russia to use in Ukraine. 

Since the start of the Ukraine war, Australia has sanctioned hundreds of Russian individuals and entities, including most 

of Russia’s banking sector and all organisations responsible for its sovereign debt. 

Geopolitics 

‘Full-fledged war is a possibility,’ NATO says - NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg says fighting in Ukraine 

could spin out of control and become a war between Russia and the Western alliance. 

“If things go wrong, they can go horribly wrong,” Stoltenberg said in remarks to Norwegian broadcaster NRK. “It is a 

terrible war in Ukraine. It is also a war that can become a full-fledged war that spreads into a major war between NATO 

and Russia. We are working on that every day to avoid that.” 
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Stoltenberg, a former prime minister of Norway, said in the interview that it was important to avoid a conflict “that 

involves more countries in Europe and becomes a full-fledged war in Europe.” 

He told Norwegian broadcaster NRK that things "can go horribly wrong" in the conflict, which could spread "into a 

major war between NATO and Russia. We are working on that every day to avoid that." 

Alarm bells - The U.S. has expressed alarm at Russia's "full-scale defense partnership" with Iran, amid reports that 

Tehran was going to supply its ally with missiles, along with the drones it gives, which are being used to target 

Ukrainian infrastructure. 

There are reports surfacing of Iran supplying Russia hundreds of ballistic missiles. Should this transpire, it will lead to a 

re-evaluation of Ukrainian defense mechanisms and supplies, ramping up chances of a wider conflict as mentioned by 

Stoltenberg above. 

Putin publicly shunned after India's Modi becomes latest leader to snub Russian president - Putin had 

been due to meet with Indian PM Modi later this month. However, in a sign of growing Russian isolation on the world 

stage, an Indian government source said the meeting has now been abruptly cancelled. The move to cancel the annual 

face-to-face meeting was taken after veiled threats by Putin to use nuclear weapons in the Ukraine war, according to 

Bloomberg News. 

Indian and Russian leaders have held face-to-face meetings every year for 21 years - except in 2020 due to Covid. 

An Indian official said a meeting with Putin would not help PM Modi's image. 

Senior US officials stated that Russia is providing an unprecedented level of military and technical 

support to Iran in exchange for Iranian-made weapons systems. NBC News reported senior US administration 

officials stated Russia may be providing Iran with advanced military equipment and components, including helicopters 

and air defense systems, in exchange for Iranian-made high-precision weapons systems that Russia has used and 

intends to use in the war in Ukraine. The officials specified that Russia may send Iran Su-35 aircraft within the next year 

and is possibly seeking to establish a joint Russian Iranian production line for drone systems in the Russian Federation. 

US intelligence officials stated on November 19 Russian and Iranian officials finalized a deal in early November to 

manufacture Iranian drones on Russian territory. A Russian milblogger claimed on December 9 that air traffic monitors 

show that Iranian Air Force cargo planes resumed flights to Moscow on December 8 following a short break in such 

flights.  

ISW assessed Russian Deputy Defense Minister Colonel General Fomin met with Iranian Armed Forces General Staff 

Chief General Bagheri in Tehran on December 3, likely to further discuss the sale of Iranian drones and missiles to 

Russia for use in Ukraine. ISW has previously assessed that the Russian military is increasingly reliant on Iranian-made 

weapons systems due to the depletion of its arsenal of high-precision weapons systems. 

Comment – Israel will be watching this with increasing alarm and strategies for circumventing any Iranian access to 

advanced weaponry, as will Saudi Arabia and other non-Iran friendly Middle Eastern states. 

Any Iranian capability of launching ballistic missiles into Israel will see them (Israel) immediately take preventive action, 

no matter the cost or international fallout.  

Peace Talks 

Ukraine can’t achieve peace by ‘laying down its arms’: Rights group - Ukraine cannot achieve peace by 

“laying down its arms” against Russia, said Oleksandra Matviichuk as she accepted the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of 

Ukraine’s Centre for Civil Liberties at a ceremony in Oslo. 
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“The people of Ukraine want peace more than anyone else in the world. But peace cannot be reached by a country 

under attack laying down its arms,” Matviichuk said. “This would not be peace, but occupation.” 

Separately, the wife of the jailed Belarusian Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Byalyatski said Russia wants to turn 

Ukraine into a “dependent dictatorship” like Belarus, as she received the award on his behalf. 

“I know exactly what kind of Ukraine would suit Russia and Putin — a dependent dictatorship. The same as today’s 

Belarus, where the voice of the oppressed people is ignored and disregarded,” Natallia Pinchuk said, quoting her 

husband. 

Putin ‘does not want negotiations’: Matviichuk - Putin “does not want negotiations,” says Oleksandra 

Matviichuk from the Ukrainian Centre for Civil Liberties. 

“Putin will stop only when he wants to stop. What he calls negotiations, and some ‘political’ compromise means the life 

of our [Ukrainian] people because when we sent mobile groups to Bucha … We found civilian bodies scattered around 

the streets until liberation. 

“It is occupation; we have the names of the things they are. Ukraine will never compromise with the lives of our 

people,” she said. 

Russian Mobilization 

Putin doubled down on claims Russia will not conduct a second wave of mobilization amidst persistent concerns within 

Russian society, stating during the Eurasian Economic Union summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, that there are not any 

“factors” present now that would require the Kremlin to reinstate partial mobilization.  

Putin further reiterated that 150,000 mobilized men of the mobilized 300,000 are currently undergoing training, while 

another 77,000 have entered the combat zone as part of combat units, adding that the remaining 73,000 mobilized 

men are performing territorial defense duties on the second and third defensive lines. He vaguely responded to a 

question regarding rotations of mobilized personnel, noting that such procedures depend on the situation on the front 

lines, adding rotated units will also receive veteran status, further committing the Kremlin to a long-term financial 

responsibility to mobilized personnel.  

The Kremlin continued to set legal conditions that would ease mobilization proceedings and maintained its crypto 

mobilization campaign despite Putin’s assurances in Bishkek. Russian state news wire TASS stated the Russian Ministry 

of Education clarified Russian men can only defer from mobilization once while being a student in a higher education 

institution.  

The ministry stated that Russian mobilization law allows Russian students to retain the deferment right from the start 

of their first higher education until graduation. The ministry noted students will not receive a second deferment from 

mobilization if they enroll in a higher education institution for a second time. Russian opposition outlets noted 

instances of Russian officials using this provision to mobilize three students, despite these students indicating that they 

qualify for deferment. UGS also noted Samara Oblast continues to deliver summonses to men of military age, while 

some Russian regions have maintained their mobilization efforts Luhansk Oblast. 
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