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Conflict Update # 116 

July 10th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Key Takeaways 

Russian forces are conducting a theater-

wide pause in Ukraine and engaging in 

operations for future offensives. 

Russian forces conducted limited 
probing operations northwest of Slovyansk. 

Russian forces are likely intensifying 

artillery and missile strikes west of Bakhmut 

in order to isolate the city from critical 

ground lines of communication (GLOCs). 

Russian forces conducted a limited and 

unsuccessful ground attack north of Donetsk 

City. 

Russian military leadership continues to 

form ad hoc volunteer units and private 

military company combat organizations 

partly comprised of older men and criminals 

to support operations in Ukraine. 

Russian milblogger Rybar provided 
more evidence of tensions between the 

Russian military command and Russian war 

correspondents. Russian war correspondents 

include journalists operating at the frontlines 

and Russian milbloggers commentating on 

information available in the open-source 

(and likely also drawn from friends in the 

military). Rybar noted that Russian military 

commanders responsible for wartime information operations are attempting to silence Russian milbloggers and war 

correspondents to conceal the Russian military’s blunders during the invasion of Ukraine. Rybar noted that Russian 

military commanders remain shaped by negative experiences during the Chechnya wars when war correspondents 

exposed problems at the frontline to the Kremlin and embarrassed Russian officers. 

Rybar also stated that the Russian Defense Ministry and possibly actors within the presidential administration 

are actively attempting to silence unofficial coverage of the Russian war in Ukraine. Rybar expressed support for a 

Telegram article by Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) Deputy Information Minister (and milblogger) Daniil Bezsonov that 

criticized the Kremlin's apparent effort to promote self-censorship among war correspondents. Rybar noted that Adviser 
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to the Russian Defense Minister Andrey Ilnitsky called for such self-censorship on May 26 and had encouraged Russian 

war correspondents to report on the war only from an ideological standpoint without getting into operational details 

Rybar speculated that the presidential administration or other Russian officials ordered Ilnitsky to promote censorship 

among war correspondents who publish frontline updates in real-time 

Rybar noted that the relationship between the Russian military command and war correspondents 

particularly soured after Russian President Vladimir Putin met with war correspondents during the St. Petersburg 

Economic Forum on June 17. Rybar claimed that two prominent war correspondents told Putin about the “mess” at the 

frontlines during the closed-door meeting, effectively bypassing the Russian Defense Ministry in presenting their negative 

views directly to the commander in chief. The event Rybar is describing likely occurred: Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry 

Peskov announced on June 12 that Putin would hold a largely closed-door meeting with Russian war correspondents, and 

Russian propagandist Margarita Simonyan confirmed that Putin had a “candid” and long conversation with frontline 

journalists after the event. Rybar noted that Russian Defense Ministry began to identify war correspondents as a “threat” 

after this engagement whereas previously it had perceived them as a “poorly controlled problem.” 

Putin likely held the June 17 meeting to defuse milblogger discontent, which had become evident and dramatic after the 

disastrous failed river crossing attempt at 

Bilohorivka in mid-May. If that was his aim, he failed 

to win them over, as the milbloggers have remained 

staunchly critical of the way the Russian high 

command is waging the war ever since. But Putin 

may also have obtained a more unvarnished view 

of what is occurring on the frontlines than he was 

getting from the chain of command. 

Subordinate Main Effort—Southern Kharkiv, 

Donetsk, Luhansk - Russian forces conducted 

limited probing operations northwest of Slovyansk 

near the Kharkiv-Donetsk Oblast border on July 10. 

UGS reported that Russian troops conducted 

unsuccessful reconnaissance operations in Dolyna 

and Mazanivka, both within 20 km northwest of 

Slovyansk and also conducted artillery strikes 

southeast of Izyum and around Barvinkove. The UK 

Ministry of Defense stated that Russian forces are 

concentrating artillery fire along the E40 Izyum-

Slovyansk highway to secure ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) through Donetsk Oblast. 

Russian forces continued to conduct artillery strikes 

near Siversk on July 10 but attempted no ground 

assaults in this area. UGS reported that Russian 

forces are concentrating troops in the Bilohorivka 

area, likely to consolidate control of the Luhansk 

Oblast border and prepare for westward advances. 

Russian forces shelled Hryhorivka, 

Verkhmokamyanske, Serebryanka, Bilohorivka, 
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Pereizne, Vyimka, and Ivano-Darivka in addition to Siversk. 

Russian forces intensified artillery and missile strikes west of Bakhmut but did not conduct any confirmed ground attacks 

near Bakhmut on July 10. They conducted a missile strike against a residential area of Chasiv Yar, 10 km directly west of 

Bakhmut along the T0504 highway. Their forces have previously shelled a railway station in Chasiv Yar on July 9, 

suggesting that they are targeting transportation infrastructure around Bakhmut. UGS reported that Russian forces also 

shelled Kurdyumivka and Shumy, both within 25 km southwest of Bakhmut near critical roadways into the city. 

Russian forces likely seek to isolate Bakhmut from 

Ukrainian lines of communication to the west and 

south, supporting their ongoing effort to interdict 

Ukrainian lines of communication along the 

Bakhmut portion of the E40 highway. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground attack 

north of Donetsk City on July 10. UGS reported 

that Russian troops attempted to improve their 

tactical position in Novoselivka Druha, about 25 

km due north of Donetsk City. Russian forces 

continued to fire along the line of contact in the 

Avdiivka-Donetsk City area. 

Supporting Effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian 

forces did not conduct any ground assaults north 

of Kharkiv City on July 10, instead continuing air, 

artillery, and missile strikes on Kharkiv City and the 

surrounding settlements. UGS reported that 

Russian forces continue to focus on restraining 

Ukrainian assaults on the front line. 

Supporting Effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Russian forces conducted air, artillery, and missile 

strikes along the Southern Axis on July 10, and 

shelled points in northwestern Kherson Oblast and 

eastern Mykolaiv Oblast and conducted a Ka-52 

helicopter strike on Plotnytske, a small settlement 

in Kherson Oblast near Davydiv Brid. Their forces 

also hit the Kryvyi Rih region with Kalibr missiles.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

notably stated that Russian forces conducted a 

massive missile strike with S-300 anti-aircraft 

missiles on ground targets in Mykolaiv and 

Kherson Oblasts. The use of anti-aircraft missiles 

in such a manner is inefficient, as such missiles carry small payloads and are optimized for destroying fragile aircraft in 

flight rather than ground targets.  

The reported Russian use of S-300 missiles in a ground attack role is also notable because of reports and indications that 

the Russians are having difficulty defending against Ukrainian manned air operations and missile strikes in the Southern 



 

4 
 

Axis area. The decision to use S-300 missiles in this 

role in these circumstances may indicate that Russia 

is running out of surface-to-surface missiles or that it 

is running low on parts needed for the missiles’ air-

to-air guidance or communications systems. 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - 

Russian military leadership continued to intensify 

recruitment measures to support force generation 

efforts on July 10. Ukraine’s Main Intelligence 

Directorate (GUR) reported that private military 

companies (PMCs) are escalating recruitment drives 

to compensate for personnel losses among 

conventional forces fighting in Ukraine.  

The GUR noted that PMCs are actively recruiting 

prisoners due to a lack of other volunteers, which is 

consistent with previous reporting that the Wagner 

Group PMC has been recruiting prisoners from the IK-

7 Yablonevka and IK-6 Obukhovo penal colonies in St. 

Petersburg. The GUR claimed that PMCs are 

recruiting prisoners irrespective of the nature of their 

crimes in exchange for full amnesty after serving time 

on the frontline. 

Governor of Russia’s Primorsky Krai, Oleg 

Kozhemkayo, announced on July 9 that Russia is 

forming the “Tigr” volunteer naval infantry battalion 

to participate in combat in Ukraine. Kozhemkayo said that not all volunteers have prior combat experience and that they 

will undergo 30 days of training prior to deployment. Social media users noted that footage of the “Tigr” battalion shows 

that the recruits are older than traditional military age and are likely in their 50s to 60s. ISW has previously reported that 

Russian military leadership will continue to constitute such ad hoc, oblast, and regionally-based volunteer units as losses 

among professional troops mount. 

Activity in Russian-occupied Areas - Nothing significant to report. 

Russia desperate to recruit troops - The Main Intelligence Directorate of the MoD noted in its report on Sunday that 

Russia has intensified recruitment for private military companies due to "significant losses" in the war. 

Newsweek previously reported that Russian prisoners in St. Petersburg are being offered freedom and money if they 

participate in the war. 

According to independent investigative Russian language outlet iStories, relatives of prisoners serving sentences in the 

city said that the notorious Russian mercenary Wagner Group is offering to pay 200 thousand rubles ($3,446), and an 

amnesty, for six months of "voluntary" service in the Donbas region—if the prisoners return alive. 

Convicts serving sentences in IK-7 "Yablonevka" and IK-6 "Obukhovo" in St. Petersburg were also reportedly offered a 

five million rubles ($85,873) compensation for their families in the event of death. 
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Russia Resorting to Soviet-Era Anti-Aircraft Missiles to Hit Land Targets - Russian forces are reportedly relying 

on Soviet-era munitions for certain tasks as the invasion of Ukraine labors on. 

The Russian government has, in recent weeks, increasingly ordered its forces in Ukraine to repurpose outdated anti-

aircraft and anti-ship missiles for use on land-based targets, according to a Tuesday report from iNews. 

In Mykolaiv, a city in Southern Ukraine, six strikes over the last weekend have been attributed to Russian S-300 missiles, 

anti-aircraft munitions introduced roughly 40 years ago with a range of 75 miles. Two Kh-32 missiles, originally designed 

to sink aircraft carriers, were also credited with the strike on a Kremenchuk shopping center that killed 20 people last 

month. A slightly older version of the same missile was also used to strike an Odessa apartment complex last week, killing 

18 people. 

Russia assembling reserves near Ukraine for future offensive, says U.K. military intelligence - Russia is 

moving reserve forces from across the country and assembling them near Ukraine for future offensive operations, British 

military intelligence said on Saturday. 

A large proportion of the new Russian infantry units are probably deploying with MT-LB armoured vehicles taken from 

long-term storage as their primary transport, Britain's Ministry of Defence tweeted in a regular bulletin. 

Ukraine’s 40th Artillery Brigade destroys Russian tanks in Kharkiv - Video footage from Ukraine’s 40th Artillery 

Brigade shared online last week shows Russian armored vehicles being destroyed by indirect fire in Kharkiv Oblast. The 

incidents occurred in a region just west of Luhansk Oblast, the self-styled people’s republic that Russia declared 

independent at the beginning of the invasion. 

As fighting in Luhansk Oblast intensified in recent months, and as Russia took full control of the region last weekend, 

fighting has continued to the west. 

The footage shows how two BMP-1/2 infantry fighting vehicles and two T-72B series tanks were destroyed, as well as an 

additional, unidentified armored vehicle. 

Impacts 

Putin Ally Lukashenko Faces Revolt From Officers Against Ukraine War - Belarusian President Lukashenko 

might be bracing for a revolt from his own military officers after they recently expressed their opposition to the Russian 

war in Ukraine. 

Senior officers from the fifth brigade of the Special Forces warned in an open letter to Lukashenko, who is a close ally of 

Putin, against sending troops to fight in Ukraine, describing that such decision is "pure suicide," the Express reported.  

"By entering the war against Ukraine, Belarus will be evicted from the community of civilized states and will be an 

international outcast for many years to come," the military officers wrote. 

Some members of the Belarusian army denounced the war and said in the letter to Lukashenko: "Russia's occupation of 

the internationally recognized territory of Ukraine, which is [a] friend of our state, and its attempt to pull Belarus into a 

completely unprovoked war against a sovereign state can only be seen as the destruction of the sovereignty of Belarus." 

They continued: "At the present moment officers from the fifth brigade of the Special Forces have observed the most 

serious infringement of Clause One of the Belarus Constitution by Russia's highest political leadership. According to this 

Clause, the Belarus Republic maintains supremacy and full authority on its own territory. It also enjoys independence 

over its internal and foreign politics." 
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Belarusians also don't support the war in Ukraine, according to a new poll that was published by the Chatham House. 

The poll found that in June only 23 percent of people supported Russia, compared to 28 percent in March. Meanwhile, 

only 5 percent of the population think that Belarusian soldiers should join Russia to fight in the war, according to Rygor 

Astapenya, who is the director for Chatham House's Belarusian Initiative. 

Defiant Czechs seek to harden EU stance towards Russia - The measure of success for the Czech government as 

it steers the European Union presidency for the next six months will be how much it helps Ukraine to “win” the war 

against Russia, its ministers have declared. 

Czechia, one of the top donators of military aid to Ukraine since the invasion, has set the strengthening of EU defence as 

one of its highest priorities as it takes up the role of chairing EU councils, brokering agreements, and driving the union’s 

policy agenda. 

“The European Union is standing behind Ukraine, and we will do our maximum to see Ukraine win in its fight against 

Putin’s Russia,” defence minister Jana Černochová told journalists in an event marking the start of the presidency. “It is 

in the interest of us all that the war ends as soon as possible, and that Ukraine is victorious.” 

In a visible expression of solidarity, Ukrainian flags adorn windows and balconies across the Czech capital and are flown 

from official buildings including the foreign ministry, alongside the Czech colors of blue, red, and white. 

The country has registered 400,000 Ukrainian refugees since February 24th — some 4 per cent of its prior population — 

and officials are braced for a difficult winter as the population faces inflation, strained school capacities, and potential 

energy shortages if Russia cuts crucial pipeline gas supplies to the landlocked country that threw off totalitarian 

communist rule in 1989. 

The centre and centre-right coalition government of prime minister Petr Fiala, which has steered the country onto a pro-

EU and pro-western course after ousting the populist Andrej Babiš last year, says it is determined to push back against 

any creeping “Ukraine fatigue,” whether among its population or other EU governments. 

Russia Putting Families of Killed Soldiers Under Surveillance - Russia is surveilling the families of soldiers killed 

while fighting Putin's war, in case they voice public opposition to the ongoing conflict, according to Ukrainian military 

intelligence. 

In a report published on Sunday, Ukraine's military intelligence directorate said Russia's Federal Security Service (FSB) for 

the western Kostroma region put in a request to monitor certain individuals who may be "prone to committing crimes" 

under stringent new laws that crackdown on dissent. 

The FSB, Kremlin's principal security agency, asked the head of the Vohomsk municipal district to provide background 

information on persons who may violate laws on "public dissemination of false information and actions to discredit the 

Armed Forces of the Russian Federation and their participation in aggression against Ukraine," according to the report 

by the Main Intelligence Directorate of the Ministry of Defense. 

Russia's parliament in March passed legislation imposing a jail term up to 15 years for intentionally spreading "fake" news 

about Russia's army. The Kremlin has used the law to crack down on those who veer from Putin's narrative of the war. 

"When collecting such information, special attention is paid to close relatives of servicemen who died on the territory of 

Ukraine or participated in the war," Ukraine's military intelligence directorate said. 

Anxiety grows for Ukraine’s grain farmers as harvest begins - Oleksandr Chubuk’s warehouse should be empty, 

awaiting the new harvest, with his supply of winter wheat already shipped abroad. Instead, his storage bins in central 

Ukraine are piled high with grain he cannot ship out because of the war with Russia. 
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The green spikes of wheat are already ripening. Soon, the horizon will look like the Ukrainian flag, a sea of gold beneath 

a blue sky. Chubuk expects to reap 500 tons, but for the first time in his 30 years as a farmer, he’s uncertain about what 

to do with it. “Hope is the only thing I have now,” he said. 

The war has trapped about 22 million tons of grain inside Ukraine, according to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, a growing 

crisis for the country known as the “breadbasket of Europe” for its exports of wheat, corn and sunflower oil. 

Before Russia’s invasion, Ukraine could export 6 million to 7 million tons of grain per month, but in June it shipped only 

2.2 million tons, according to the Ukrainian Grain Association. Normally, it sends about 30% of its grain to Europe, 30% 

to North Africa and 40% to Asia, said Mykola Horbachov, head of the association. 

With Russia’s blockade of Ukraine’s Black Sea ports, the fate of the upcoming harvest in Ukraine is in doubt. The U.N. 

Food and Agriculture Organization says the war is endangering food supplies for many developing nations and could 

worsen hunger for up to 181 million people. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said his country is working with the U.N., Ukraine, and Russia to find a 

solution, offering safe corridors in the Black Sea for wheat shipments. 

For now, Ukraine is trying less-effective alternatives to export its grain, at least to Europe. Currently, 30% of exports go 

via three Danube River ports in southwestern Ukraine. 

The country also is trying to ship grain via 12 border crossings with European countries, but trucks must wait in line for 

days, and Europe’s infrastructure cannot yet absorb such a volume of grain, Horbachov said. 

“It’s impossible to build such infrastructure in one year,” he told The Associated Press. 

Russia’s invasion also caused transportation costs to soar. The price to deliver this year’s harvested barley to the closest 

Romanian port, Constanta, is now $160 to $180 per ton, up from $40 to $45. And yet a farmer selling barley to a trader 

gets less than $100 per ton. 

Without money coming in for grain, future harvests are challenging. “Farmers need to purchase fertilizers, seeds, diesel, 

pay the salary.” 

Russia is now bombing grain fields and storage facilities, targeting Ukraine’s agricultural output – deliberately. 

Further evidence that a global “Food War” is looming ever faster. 

Challenges to Russian Arms Resupply: Tanks, Combat Aviation, Artillery Ammunition - On the eve of its re-invasion 

of Ukraine, Russian Armed Forces possessed an estimated 3,300 battle tanks, 1,900–2,000 of which were modernized or 

produced in 2011–2021, and no fewer than 16,000 armored vehicles of different types, a quarter of which were 

modernized or produced over that same decade (The Military Balance, 2022). Before 2011, Russia relied mostly on tanks 

and armored vehicles built in the Soviet era and had not invested much into rearmament. 

Prior to February 24, the total number of modernized and newly manufactured tanks and armored vehicles stood at 650 

(Mil.ru, 2017). No more than 160–170 improved T-72B3/B3M tanks entered service annually during 2011–2020; whereas 

in 2021, the military procured only 34 of these modernized versions of the T-72 (TASS, January 20, 2022). In turn, 45–50 

upgraded T-80BVM tanks were added every year between 2017 and 2021 (Rostec, August 3, 2021). Annual production 

of the relatively advanced T-90M tanks was insignificant during this period—about ten units. And plans to upgrade T-90A 

tanks (built mostly in the first two decades after the breakup of the Soviet Union) to the T-90M version were delayed 

(Vedomosti, February 13, 2020). Consequently, even a conservative estimate of Russian main battle tank losses implies 

that Moscow will need at least four years to replace all of them. 
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However, there is another, often underappreciated problem: tank engines. The envisioned operational life of the V-84 

and V-92 diesel engines used in T-72 tanks and the GTD-1000/GTD-1250 gas turbine engines used in T-80s is usually no 

more than 1,000 hours before they need a full overhaul. This means that most of the Russian tanks deployed in Ukraine 

today will need replacement engines by the end of 2022. However, for more than a decade, tank engine manufacturing 

in Russia has been heavily dependent on imported industrial equipment (VPK-News, July 16, 2013). The current Western 

embargo, thus, makes the prospects for this domestic production highly uncertain. The same kinds of issues affect the 

production and repair of Russian armored vehicles. 

By February 24, 2022, Russia wielded around 900–1,000 combat aircraft and about 400 attack helicopters. These numbers 

included 130 Su-30M2/SM, 97 Su-35 and 124 Su-34 fixed-wing aircraft, as well as 130 Ka-52, more than 100 Mi-28 and 

over 60 Mi-35 rotorcraft, all of which were produced during the 2010s (The Military Balance, 2022). Based on these 

figures, Russia’s average annual manufacturing capabilities at this time were apparently limited to 30–35 combat jets and 

25–30 combat helicopters. 

For 2021–2027, Moscow had planned to purchase 150 new aircraft of all types, including 76 Su-57 fifth-generation fighter 

jets and at least 20 additional Su-34s (Vedomosti, August 11, 2021). Serial manufacturing of the Su-57’s engines will start 

no earlier than in 2025, however; and today, Russia’s most modern jets use engines designed for the previous generation 

of combat aircraft (TASS, August 9, 2021). Therefore, Russia needs to decide between following its original plan or, in 

light of battlefield losses and despite the Western embargo, trying to revise that plan upward in order to more quickly 

replace all of its lost and damaged aircraft and helicopters. 

Commodity prices from copper to wheat are collapsing - and that could flip global inflation into 

deflation, says SocGen - From oil to metals to wheat, prices for natural resources have slumped from this year's highs 

and the fast deceleration will likely lead what's been a hot inflationary environment into a deflationary period in the 

coming months.  

That's the view from Societe Generale's co-head of global strategy Albert Edwards who in a note published Thursday 

looked at the "stunning collapse" in the commodities complex over the past two weeks. 

Copper, serving as a bellwether for economic health, tipped into a bear market in late June, highlighting fears that the 

global economy is heading into a recession.  

The industrial metal has tumbled more than 20% since a recent high in May at around $4.35 a pound, and "also most 

surprisingly," agricultural prices have been part of the commodities rout, Edwards said. Corn prices have lost close to 

30% from May's high which touched $813 per bushel. Soybean and wheat have fallen by about 16% and 35%, 

respectively, in about two months. 

"The long and the short of it is that US CPI food price inflation is set to collapse into [year over year] deflation, just as it 

did in 2008/9," Alberts wrote in a Thursday note. "The same thing should happen with oil if there is a global recession 

despite the war in Ukraine."  

"And that will be the big surprise in the next six months. As commodity prices slump - reflecting the unfolding global 

recession - headline CPIs will collapse around the world, and with them the inflation narrative (although the reprieve 

might prove temporary)," he said. Such a move would likely trigger a drop in the US 10-year Treasury yield back below 

1%. The yield was at 2.9% on Friday. 

Commodities are a fixed source of foreign exchange for many 3rd World economies. A collapse here will, atop the food 

shortages soon set to increase across importing 3rd World countries, see these areas and economies collapse into 

immediate protest and upheaval. 
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We can expect to see governmental changes, general population disturbances and wide-spread system collapses as food 

shortages and general financial malaise’ spread across the geopolitical terrain.  

Widening of conflict 

'Dream Come True' for Putin as Secessionist Threat Rattles Bosnia - Ivana Stradner, adviser to the Foundation 

for Defense for Democracies, pointed out yesterday that secessionist threats by Bosnian Serb leader Milorad Dodik is a 

"dream come true" for Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

"Russia is undermining Bosnia's stability by working with Serbia to exacerbate ethnic divisions between Croats, Bosniaks, 

and Serbs," Stradner told Express in an interview published Saturday. "Dodik's secessionist threats are a dream come 

true for Putin, who promised him that 'we are not leaving our friends.” 

Her remarks come after Dodik said in June, according to the Associated Press, that Serbia would "wait for the appropriate 

global circumstances" to achieve its plan of seceding from Bosnia. 

Deployment of NATO troops to the Western Balkans – The report of the potential secessionist threat in Bosnia 

also comes amid fears of instability in the Western Balkans, potentially fueled by the Russian war in Ukraine, which 

prompted Germany to plan to deploy troops with the European Union's peacekeeping mission in Bosnia, Al Jazeera 

reported last month. 

"What we see in the Balkans is the same playbook Putin is using in Georgia and Moldova, weaponizing secessionist 

movements and exploiting frozen conflicts," Stradner told Express. 

Dodik, a Putin supporter who serves as the Serb member of Bosnia's tripartite presidency, previously blamed the war in 

Ukraine for delaying Moscow-backed plans to withdraw from Bosnia's national institutions, Reuters reported last month. 

Dodik's goal to break apart half of Bosnia and unite it with neighboring Serbia has led the United States and the United 

Kingdom to impose sanctions against him earlier this year over attempts to fuel conflict and destabilize Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. 

Putin 

Why Russia is in no hurry to replace Putin - Bing Chiu (“It’s hard to talk about dreams now,” June 26) will 

undoubtedly agree that the largest democracy in the world is India. But this is how the Indian writer Khushwant Singh 

describes in his book The Sunset Club an election in his country: “One party of corrupt politicians loses, another party of 

corrupt politicians wins.” 

Russians generally think that those in office are ousted, like Mikhail Gorbachev in 1991, only when their shops are empty. 

As of now they are full, and we see no reason to replace Vladimir Putin and his team – the generally prevailing opinion in 

Russia. 

The Chinese have a saying: horses grazing on oats don’t flee from the oats, people when prosperous don’t seek 

prosperity. Hong Kong after being governed by the UK must have adopted quite an opposite attitude best expressed in 

John Milton’s 1637 poem Lycidas: Tomorrow to fresh woods, and pastures new. 

The English have a saying “Better the devil you know than the one you don’t.” 

There are increasing signs of senior Russian military commanders and Duma members demanding a wider theater of the 

Ukrainian war, a mobilization, use of wea[ons of mass destruction and of advancing higher threats against other Western 

nations. 
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Sans Putin, these belligerent officials may come to rule, leading to a path of mass upheaval and conflict.  

Better to defeat the threat with Putin at the head than to enter into the strategic unknown. Better yet to create the 

situation of Russia being changed from within. 

Putin's lies about the bombing of Ukraine - Thousands of Ukrainians have been killed since neighboring Russia 

invaded on February 24. Every day brings new images of destruction and the desperation of the Ukrainian people. 

Yet Russian President Vladimir Putin and his government continue to insist that they don't attack civilian targets. But 

journalists, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and political organizations have consistently proven otherwise. 

Hard evidence of Russian attacks on civilian targets 

The United Nations (UN) has documented 4,731 Ukrainian civilian dead and 590 injured between February 27 and June 

27, though the organization says real fatality numbers are likely to be much higher. 

The international research collective Bellingcat has also been documenting Russian attacks in Ukraine since the start of 

the war. "We have seen large numbers in terms of destruction of civilian infrastructure, and of injured and dead civilians," 

Nick Waters, head of justice and accountability investigations at Bellingcat, told DW. 

In short, organizations and journalists have delivered clear evidence that Russian forces have directly attacked civilian 

infrastructure in Ukraine. DW has put together a list of several thoroughly investigated and well-documented incidents. 

Sanctions 

Canada targets oil and gas manufacturing in new Russian sanctions - Canada is targeting Russia's oil and gas 

sector as part of a new round of sanctions announced Saturday. 

The federal government announced that in an effort "to help deplete [Russian] President Vladimir Putin's war chest" and 

limit Russia's ability to wage war in Ukraine, Canada will expand existing sanctions on the country's oil, gas and chemical 

industries by including industrial manufacturing. 

A statement released by Global Affairs Canada says the new measures will prohibit Canadian services from contributing 

to the production of goods made by these sectors. 

"Canada is unwavering in its support of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity. Putin's unjustifiable war has 

affected millions in Ukraine and across the world. That is why we will continue to target the Russian regime's coffers," 

Foreign Affairs Minister Melanie Joly said. 

Containment 

It’s time to open a new front against Putin inside Russia - During May, President Biden spoke to the Russian 

people about the war in Ukraine. “You are not our enemy,” he told them. This is a powerful truth which should be 

followed by an aggressive program to separate the Russian people from Putin. 

It’s time the U.S. reached out directly to the citizens of Russia. For two decades, Vladimir Putin has waged an information 

war of lies and deceit among his own people and against liberal democracy everywhere. We must launch a counter-

offensive, based on truth, fact, and democratic values. 

As chair of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Joe Biden was one of the strongest supporters of the Voice of 

America. He guarded its budget and prevented it from being taken over by the State Department. In 2002, he reminded 

the Senate, that “No matter how powerful our military, we will not be able to achieve all our foreign policy objectives if 
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we lose the war of ideas… we must use our most powerful tools: Truth, creditability, and openness [and] reach out to 

people in their own language…” 

Messaging of Soviet citizens by the U.S. Information Agency played an important part in the West’s victory in the Cold 

War. But in 1999, Congress disestablished the Agency, and since then the U.S. has been without an effective voice in 

advocating for freedom and the rule of law in countries ruled by despotic governments, including Russia. 

News delivered by the Voice of America is vitally important, but news is not advocacy. Advocacy marshals truth and fact 

to influence thinking and behavior. Advocacy in Russia to its people would describe Putin’s crimes, his corruption, and 

his mismanagement. Advocacy will persuade the Russian people they deserve peace, not war; they deserve 

grandchildren, not sons coming home in coffins; they deserve honest government, not kleptocracy; they deserve to live 

as well as Westerners, not as increasingly impoverished subjects of Putin. And advocacy will inspire the Russian people 

to fight for all that they deserve. 

We can reach the Russian people directly using the multitude of popular social media sites and messaging services already 

there. More than 35 million Russians now use the encrypted app, Telegram. Younger Russians especially, are using the 

internet for news and information from outside of Russia, and this is the demographic we need to reach. (Joe Lieberman 

represented Connecticut in the U.S. Senate, 1989-2013, and is founding co-chair of No Labels. Gordon Humphrey 

represented New Hampshire in the U.S. Senate from 1979-1990). 

Even more US weaponry to Ukraine - This week the Pentagon announced it was sending even more advanced 

munitions to Ukraine’s military. The $400 million package strengthens its artillery capabilities, as the war in Ukraine is 

increasingly looking like a conflict from the past. Despite the advanced missile systems pouring into the country, the two 

armies are fielding old tanks, beaten up cars mounted with new cannons and deploying tactics from the early 20th 

century, not the 21st. That weaponry and armor have become more important than ever since the initial Russian push 

failed and the war has turned into artillery slugfests and trench warfare. 

Ukraine has received a steady stream of ever-more-advanced weaponry from NATO member states. Those started with 

Javelin and Stinger anti-air and anti-tank missiles, to large 155mm howitzer cannons, to most recently the high mobility 

artillery rocket systems, or HIMARS, drastically increasing Ukraine’s ability to meet the larger Russian army in battle. 

This past week the United States announced it was sending four more HIMARS, a 50 percent boost from eight to 12. The 

U.S. has stressed that the HIMARS aren’t being used to strike inside of Russia, just at Russian forces in Ukraine’s territory. 

The weapons were already a game changer – as the name suggests, they can fire multiple rockets in one salvo, but the 

platforms are also highly maneuverable allowing them to relocate and attack quickly. Ukraine quickly put them in the 

field once they arrived late last month. 

Geopolitics 

Protestors storm Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s residence - President Gotabaya Rajapaksa has 

agreed to resign in the coming days, the speaker of Sri Lanka's Parliament said on a tumultuous Saturday that also saw 

the prime minister say he would step down and the storming of both leaders' residences by protesters angry over the 

nation's severe economic crisis. 

"Today in this country we have a fuel crisis, a food shortage, we have the head of the World Food Program coming here 

and we have several matters to discuss with the IMF," government spokesman Mohan Samaranayake said. "Therefore, 

if this government leaves there should be another government." 
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Rajapaksa appointed Wickremesinghe as prime minister in May in the hope that the career politician would use his 

diplomacy and contacts to resuscitate a collapsed economy. But people's patience wore thin as shortages of fuel, 

medicine and cooking gas only increased and oil reserves ran dry. Authorities have also temporarily shuttered schools. 

Sri Lanka announced in April that it was suspending repayment of foreign loans due to a foreign currency shortage. Its 

total foreign debt amounts to $51 billion, of which it must repay $28 billion by the end of 2027. 

Russian grain blockade may have impacted Sri Lanka unrest — Blinken - Russia's restrictions on Ukrainian 

grain exports may have contributed to the unrest in Sri Lanka, according to US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who 

expressed concern that they could trigger other crises. 

"We see the impact of this Russian aggression showing up everywhere. It may have contributed to the situation in Sri 

Lanka. We are concerned about the implications around the world," Blinken told a news conference in Bangkok. 

Repeating a request he has made several times, Blinken called on Russia to let about 20 million tonnes of grain leave 

Ukraine, which Moscow invaded in February. 

"We are seeing growing food insecurity around the world which has been greatly exacerbated by the Russian aggression 

against Ukraine," Blinken said. 

He added that there was also an impact in Thailand where fertiliser prices had "skyrocketed" due to the blockade. 

China used 'debt trap diplomacy' to gain control over Sri Lanka - China employed its devious 'Debt Trap 

Diplomacy' to gain a strategic edge over Sri Lanka, an independent foreign policy think tank said yesterday after Sri Lankan 

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe resigned making way for an all-party cabinet to assume control of the country. 

"In response to Sri Lanka's financial crisis, China employed its devious 'Debt Trap Diplomacy' to gain a strategic edge over 

the nation and hold its economy hostage. The port cities of Hambantota and Colombo have been leased to China for 100 

years. China is now the second largest lender to Sri Lanka, holding more than 10 per cent of Sri Lanka's outstanding 

foreign debt in 2019," Red Lantern Analytica said in a statement. 

It added that Sri Lanka has fallen apart as a country because of the economic disaster caused by the poor governance, 

lack of transparency, the Chinese debt trap, and corruption. 

Sri Lanka's GDP-to-Debt ratio has been continuously increasing since 2010, when the island nation's financial downward 

spiral began, the statement said, adding that an increase in the current account deficit and a steep decline in exports 

precipitated a full-blown economic crisis in 2019. 

However, when China took advantage of the situation to increase Sri Lanka's debt burden, India gave a helping hand by 

offering financial packages consisting of a $500 million credit facility for gasoline imports and a $1 billion credit facility 

for imports of critical products from India, the think tank asserted. 

Additionally, India has sent $2.4 billion through currency swaps, loan deferrals, and other credit lines. However, it was 

unable to save Sri Lanka, which was entirely enslaved by Chinese debt and ultimately succumbed to it, added the 

statement. 

The think tank also said that China's economic help to Sri Lanka was mostly a plan to get political and security leverage 

against India and move forward with its expansionist goals along the Indian Ocean Rim. 

"The nations of the world must learn from the fall of Colombo and avoid falling into China's debt trap. In addition, other 

major powers must devise development plans and infrastructure projects for underdeveloped nations to halt the 

expansion of China's BRI," the statement noted. 
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Turkish Map Shows Greek Islands, Crete Belonging to Turkey - Far-right nationalist Turkish politician and 

Erdogan ally Devlet Bahçeli released a map that indicates that the Greek islands in the Aegean and even Crete belong to 

Turkey. 

Bahçeli is one of the founders of The Grey Wolves, a nationalist, Islamist, and fascist group that is considered a terrorist 

organization across much of the world. Throughout the 1970s, the Grey Wolves conducted guerilla attacks against 

minorities, artists, and leftists in Turkey. 

In June, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned Greece to demilitarize its islands in the Aegean, saying he was 

“not joking.” He spoke during Turkish military exercises near the islands, including an amphibious landing scenario. 

“I warn Greece to avoid dreams, acts and statements that will result in regret….[and to] come to your senses,” he said. 

“Turkey will not renounce its rights in the Aegean and will not back down from using rights that are established by 

international agreements when it comes to arming islands,” he said. 

BRICS has no place for anti-West agenda. India must not let China hijack it - The Brazil, Russia, India, China 

(BRIC) forum included South Africa in 2010 and became a pluralistic organization. In the 14 years of its existence, it has 

developed into a formidable trade block to tap the economic potential of Asia, Africa and Eurasia. Accounting for nearly 

30 per cent of the world GDP, the total trade value of intra-BRICS countries stood at more than $600 billion in 2017, an 

increase of 20 per cent since its inception.  

The collective market potential and intra-BRICS trade prospects were expected to create the right atmosphere for greater 

cooperation between the member countries. China’s production capabilities, South Africa’s resources and gateway to 

the rest of Africa’s rich and diversified mineral resources, Russia’s energy strength and India’s expanding consumer base 

and increasing technological prowess were some of the reasons for creating the perception that BRICS would be a game 

changer in international trade. It is understandable that such trade bodies are more important for collective bargaining 

and securing national interests through negotiating as a block. 

China’s BRICS plan unfolding 

Although the collective trade of BRICS should have increased manifold, many factors such as the bilateral FTAs and 

national interests prevailed, resulting in the bilateral trade becoming far more than the collective trade engagement. 

Besides, by the end of the last century, China realised the potential of ‘economies of scale and imperfect competition’ as 

envisaged by Paul Krugman in his “NTT Toolbox.” The Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) overshadowed the collective trade 

principles and has nearly made BRICS into a subsidiary forum of the powerful BRI mechanism. 

Eventually, the proverbial cat seems to be out of the bag and Beijing’s strategy of seeking to turn BRICS into a strategic 

forum of emerging economies as a forum against the West is unfolding gradually. 

The idea of converting BRICS into an anti-West forum could have its origins in Beijing’s strategy to challenge the trade 

potential of the US. It would be naïve on the part of China to assume that all the member countries would consider the 

US as their main challenger, especially when it comes to trade.  

Notwithstanding the troubled relations between the US and Russia over the Ukraine crisis, even Moscow may not want 

a forum like BRICS to be turned into an anti-US body. But pushed to the wall and finding itself isolated in its conflict with 

Ukraine, Russia finds a willing and useful partner in China.  

The Beijing-Moscow axis to turn a trade body into a security and strategic forum to hit the West led by the US, especially 

at a time when the US and the EU countries are facing an emerging energy crisis, is to say the least, an extension of the 

Cold War. Making no secret of his intensions, Xi Jinping warned the BRICS partners of the world being overshadowed by 
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the dark clouds of Cold War mentality and without naming the US called upon the member countries ‘to unite against 

coercing countries to take sides and pursuing unilateral dominance.’ 

The original mandate 

BRICS is essentially a trade forum that seeks to derive maximum common benefit for member countries. But any attempt 

to convert it into a soft power tool and strategize to make it a security and foreign policy group will weaken its trade 

aspects and defeat its very founding purposes. 

For India, BRICS is an important forum that gives ample opportunities and accords equal status when it comes to making 

investment rules. India has always supported the expansion of trade bodies to include emerging economies and extend 

the benefits of the commonwealth to developing countries. The BRICS Civil Society Forum held in 2021 clearly sent out 

the message that New Delhi would like to advance the objective of building a new international multilateral order. 

But such an expansion should fall within the ambit of rules-based inclusive order where ‘economic hegemony’ and anti-

West agenda should have no place. While New Delhi can continue to be part of the positive aspects of BRICS, it should 

exercise its influence and prevail upon the trade forum to confine its activities to commerce instead of competition and 

work towards establishing a robust cooperative framework through independent and sustainable institutionalized supply 

chain mechanism. 

Meanwhile, it is important for New Delhi to focus urgently on the working of the India, Brazil, South Africa Dialogue 

Forum (IBSA) initiative and BIMSTEC — the Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand grouping. 

IBSA represents three democracies on behalf of Asia, South America and Africa, promoting South Cooperation (SSC) and 

has become instrumental in forging closer cooperation on global issues. (Anurag Chaubey). 


