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Conflict Update # 208 

October 11th, 2022 

Back issues at www.accgroupco.com 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 63,110 (+240) soldiers killed, 2,504 (+9) enemy tanks, 5,162 (+13) armored  combat vehicles, 1,496 

(+10) artillery systems, 353 (+0) MLRS systems, 181 (+0) air defense systems, 268 (+1) warplanes, 235 (+0) helicopters, 

1,114 (+17) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 295 (+46) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 3,916 (+8) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 136 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

By the numbers – From the above, one can see the number of cruise missiles shot down by Ukrainian air defenses. 

These missiles were fired from the Russian Black Sea fleet, some of which crossed Moldovan air space, triggering a 

formal protest from the Moldovan government. 

Ukraine is reporting daily downing of Russian jet fighter aircraft, indicating both a closer proximity to Russian air space, 

from where Russia has been keeping its planes and from a Ukrainian access to improved NATO anti-aircraft weaponry. 

From the number though, it appears to be the lull before a storm. 

Russia launches new wave of air strikes in Ukraine - Russia has launched a fresh wave of missile strikes on 

several regions of Ukraine, a day after bombing multiple cities, including Kyiv, and killing at least 19 people as reprisals 

for a blast at the weekend that destroyed the only bridge between Moscow-annexed Crimea and mainland Russia. 

Following the latest escalation in Russia's unprovoked war in Ukraine, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy asked the leaders 

of the Group of Seven (G7) major industrialized countries in a video meeting to urgently provide Kyiv with anti-aircraft 

weapons to defend itself from Russian missiles. 

Ukrainian media reported that 20 rockets landed on the morning of October 11. 

The authorities in Ukraine's southern region of Zaporizhzhya reported 12 rocket attacks, while blasts were also 

reported near Kyiv and the western city of Khmelnytskiy. 

Comment – Russia is using up their stocks of precision missiles in targeting Ukrainian cities and infrastructure. This is a 

measure of their desperation and cowardice as they are not confronting Ukrainian troops and battalions, rather striking 

at civilians from afar. 

In wake of Russian missile attacks, Germany says it will 'quickly' deliver air-defense system to Ukraine 

Germany says it will deliver the first of four IRIS-T SLM air defense systems to Ukraine "in the next few days," after 

Russian rockets pounded several cities across Ukraine, killing several civilians. 

"The renewed rocket fire on Kyiv and the many other cities makes it clear how important it is to deliver air defense 

systems to Ukraine quickly," German Defense Minister Christine Lambrecht said in a statement on October 10, just 

hours after the attacks. 
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"Russia's missile and drone attacks primarily terrorize the civilian population. That is why we are now supporting them 

with anti-aircraft weapons in particular," she added. 

US promises Ukraine ‘advanced air defense systems’ after Russian missile strikes - President Biden spoke 

with Ukrainian President Zelensky yesterday, condemning the strikes and pledging continued US security assistance 

“including advanced air defense systems.” 

During the call, a White House statement 

said, Biden “expressed his condemnation of 

Russia’s missile strikes across Ukraine, 

including in Kyiv, and conveyed his 

condolences to the loved ones of those 

killed and injured in these senseless attacks. 

President Biden pledged to continue 

providing Ukraine with the support needed 

to defend itself, including advanced air 

defense systems.” 

The White House did not specify which air 

defense systems Biden discussed with 

Zelensky, but the United States previously 

committed to providing Ukraine with 

National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile 

Systems. NASAMS would be capable of 

engaging Russian cruise missiles. 

Ukrainian artillery pounds Russian 

military targets in Donbas - As Russia 

bombed cities across Ukraine yesterday, 

fighting continued to rage along the front 

lines in the east of the country. Artillery 

battles erupted in the hotly contested 

Donetsk region near Bakhmut, a strategic 

city in the Donbas. Russian forces have been 

focused on capturing Bakhmut in recent 

weeks. 

Ukraine denounces Russia as 'Terrorist 

state' at emergency UN meeting following deadly missile strikes - Ukraine's ambassador to the United 

Nations has denounced Russia as a "terrorist state" during an emergency meeting of the UN General Assembly that 

came just hours after Ukrainian cities were struck by a wave of deadly missile strikes. 

"Russia has proven once again that it is a terrorist state that must be deterred in the strongest possible ways," said 

Ambassador Serhiy Kyslytsya. 

The October 10 Russian attacks wasted some of Russia’s dwindling precision weapons against civilian 

targets, as opposed to militarily significant targets. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces successfully 

completed the mission of striking Ukrainian military command centers, signal infrastructure, and energy systems in 

Ukraine. Social media shows that Russians instead hit a children’s playground, a park, a German consulate, and a 
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business center among other non-military targets. Ukrainian air defenses also shot down half of the Russian drones and 

cruise missiles. Russian attacks on the Ukrainian energy grid will not likely break Ukraine’s will to fight, but Russia’s use 

of its limited supply of precision weapons in this role may deprive Putin of options to disrupt ongoing Ukrainian 

counter-offensives in Kherson and Luhansk Oblasts. 

Russian and Belarusian forces remain unlikely to attack Ukraine from the north despite Belarusian President 

Lukashenko's announcement yesterday that Belarus and Russia agreed to deploy the Union State’s Regional Grouping 

of Forces (RGV) —a strategic formation of Russian and Belarusian units tasked with defending the Union State. 

Lukashenko stated that he and Russian President Vladimir Putin agreed on October 7 on an unspecified “deployment” 

of the Russian-Belarusian RGV in “connection with the escalation on the western borders of the Union State” but did 

not clearly define the deployment’s parameters.  

Lukashenko stated that over a thousand Russian personnel will deploy to Belarus and that a Russian-Belarusian group 

began forming on October 8. The Russian component of any RGV formations in Belarus will likely be comprised of low-

readiness mobilized men or conscripts who likely will not pose a significant conventional military threat to Ukraine. 

The Russian component of the RGV is comprised of elements of the 1st Guard Tank Army, 20th Combined Arms Army, 

and airborne units– formations that have all sustained heavy combat losses in Ukraine and have a severely reduced 

combat capacity. A Kyiv Post reporter claimed that Russian soldiers are deploying to Belarus en masse via cattle railcars 

without mechanized equipment yesterday — a characterization consistent with ISW's assessment.  

ISW has previously assessed that Ukrainian reports from late September of Belarus preparing to accept 20,000 

mobilized Russian men indicate that Russia hopes to use Belarusian military facilities and infrastructure to hold and 

potentially train newly mobilized Russian forces, but that it remains exceedingly unlikely that these are leading 

indicators of imminent Belarusian involvement in Ukraine on Russia’s behalf.  

The Kremlin may seek to use additional Russian forces in Belarus to lock in Ukrainian forces near Kyiv and prevent their 

redeployment elsewhere to participate in counter-offensives. ISW has previously assessed that Lukashenko cannot 

afford the domestic ramifications of Belarusian involvement in Ukraine.  

ISW also assesses that Russia does not have the ability to form a ground strike force from scratch or from existing units 

in Belarus quickly. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that it has not observed indicators of Russian forces forming 

offensive groups in Belarus and explicitly stated “there is no threat of an attack from the territory of the Republic of 

Belarus as of October 10.” 

Kerch Bridge - Sofia 'indisputably' rejects Russian claim that truck in Crimean blast came from Bulgaria 
- Sofia has rejected Russian claims that a truck suspected of blowing up a key bridge linking the country to the Russia-

occupied Crimean Peninsula traveled through Bulgarian territory. 

"It has been indisputably established that the truck that blew up on the Crimean bridge was never on the territory of 

the Republic of Bulgaria, which [Moscow has] indicated as the starting point for its route," a statement from Bulgaria's 

Council of Ministers said today. 

Ukrainian Counter-offensives (Ukrainian efforts to liberate Russian-occupied territories) - Eastern 

Ukraine: (Oskil River-Kreminna line) - Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Luhansk Oblast 

east of the Oskil River in the direction of Svatove and Kreminna and have likely liberated over 200 square kilometers of 

territory in western Luhansk Oblast as of October 10.  
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They captured Stel'makhivka (17 

kilometers west of Svatove) on October 9, 

and Luhansk Oblast Administration Head 

Haidai confirmed that they have liberated 

several settlements on the Oskil River-

Kreminna Line including Novolyubivka, 

Nevske, Hrekivka, Novoiehorivka, Nadiia, 

and Andriivka.  

Geolocated combat footage posted shows 

them destroying a Russian tank in 

Novoselivske 15 km northwest of Svatove 

on the Svatove–Kupyansk highway. The 

Russian MoD reported that Ukrainian 

forces unsuccessfully attempted to ford 

the Zherebets River near Makiivka and 

Raihorodka (approximately 12 km 

southwest of Svatove) yesterday. 

 A Russian milblogger claimed that 

Russian forces counterattacked and 

recaptured Terny on October 10, though 

ISW cannot verify this claim. ISW’s 

assessment of Ukrainian forces’ front line 

places Ukrainian forces within 20 km of 

Svatove’s western side. 

Russian forces are likely preparing 

defenses in Starobilsk and Svatove in 

response to Ukraine’s northern counter-

offensive. A Russian milblogger reported 

that the Wagner Group deployed 

approximately 1,000 personnel to the 

Russian grouping in Lysychansk to 

reinforce the Luhansk sector and establish a defensive line that will run from Lysychansk along the Seversky Donets 

River back to Russian’s internationally recognized borders on October 9.  

Social media video reportedly shows Russian forces in Starobilsk forcing students to dig trenches on October 9. Haidai 

reported that Russians blew up railway and bridge crossings near Svatove, are laying mines, and continued to prepare 

defenses in the area on October 10. 

Southern Ukraine: (Kherson Oblast) - Russian forces continued their unsuccessful attempts to regain lost positions 

in northern and northwestern Kherson Oblast. Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command stated that Russian forces up 

to the size of a motorized rifle platoon unsuccessfully attempted to attack Ukrainian positions in the direction of 

Davydiv Brid on the eastern bank of the Inhulets River.  

Ukrainian military officials noted that Russian forces focused most of their airstrikes on Davydiv Brid and struck 

Ukrainian positions with kamikaze drones in Dudchany (on the western bank of Dnipro River) and other liberated 

settlements.  
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Russian sources claimed that Davydiv Brid “is 

a grey zone” and stated that their forces are 

clearing the forest belt south of Davydiv Brid, 

however. The Russian MoD also claimed 

repelling Ukrainian counter-offensives on 

settlements in the vicinity of Davydiv Brid. 

Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 

forces attempted to launch a counterattack 

on Ternovi Pody, approximately 33km 

northwest of Kherson City. 

Russian forces are maintaining their efforts to 

reinforce positions with hastily mobilized and 

damaged units in northern Kherson Oblast. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

reported that enemy forces transferred an 

additional 200 servicemen and up to 300 

units of military equipment to reinforce areas 

of Ukrainian counter-offensives, but these 

forces are likely not sufficient for Russian 

forces to regain lost positions in northern 

Kherson Oblast.  

Russian sources also reported that mobilized 

men from Volgograd Oblast and the Republic 

of Kalmykia arrived in Kherson Oblast. The 

Ukrainian General Staff (UGS) claimed that a 

battalion tactical group (BTG) of the 150th 

Motorized Rifle Division that operates in the 

Kherson direction had over 520 servicemen 

killed in action, which would be more than 

half of the nominal complement of personnel in a motorized rifle BTG.  

The report noted that the BTG largely consists of mobilized men, which is likely, considering that ISW has previously 

reported that 150th Motorized Rifle Division had suffered serious losses during the Battle of Mariupol. UGS reported 

that the Donetsk People’s Republic‘s (DNR) 127th Rifle Regiment of the 1st Army Corps has suffered critical losses after 

serving on the first line of combat in Kherson and Mykolaiv Oblasts, and that their families complained to Russian law 

enforcement about failures by the Russian military command to support them and about their poor living conditions. 

UGS also noted that an unspecified commander of the Russian 49th Combined Arms Army formed the 127th Rifle 

Regiment without necessary preparation or proper equipment. ISW previously reported that this unit is composed of 

forcefully mobilized men and has previously refused to fight due to lack of such basic supplies as water in early 

September. 

Ukrainian forces continue to conduct an interdiction campaign in Kherson Oblast. Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command reported that its forces destroyed three ammunition warehouses in Kherson and Beryslav Raions, and one 

control point in Kakhovka Raion.  
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Odesa Oblast Military Administration Spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk also insinuated that Ukrainian forces destroyed a 

Russian warehouse with military equipment in Hola Prystan (about 14km southwest of Kherson City), and social media 

footage showed fire and smoke in the settlement on October 9. 

Russian subordinate main effort—

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces 

continued to conduct ground assaults in 

Donetsk Oblast. UGS reported that its 

forces repelled Russian assaults near 

Bakhmut; north of Bakhmut near 

Bakhmutske and Soledar; and south of 

Bakhmut near Mayorsk, Ozaryanivka, 

Ivanhrad, and Niu York.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Russian forces fully occupied and 

cleared Zaitseve on October 9, also 

claiming that Russian forces entered 

the southern outskirts of Opytne and 

Ivanhrad, although ISW cannot 

independently verify his claims.  

Russian sources also reported that 

fighting in and around Bakhmut is more 

intense than usual and that Ukrainian 

artillery attacks intensified to a level 

unseen since summer 2022. UGS 

reported that its forces repelled Russian 

ground attacks north of Avdiivka near 

Kamianka, and south of Avdiivka near 

Pervomaiske, Nevelske, Pobieda, and 

Opytne on October 9 and 10.  

Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Russian forces launched assaults near 

Pisky and Marinka over the past three days. The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attempted 

to attack Russian positions near Oktyabirske, Neskuchene, and Yehorivka on October 9.  

Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic Denis Pushilin stated yesterday that Russian forces in the Vuhledar and Marinka 

directions are making progress, but not as quickly as commanders had hoped. Russian forces continued routine indirect 

fire along the line of contact in Donetsk Oblast on October 9 and 10. 

Supporting Effort—Southern Axis - Russian forces continued routine artillery, air, and missile strikes west of 

Hulyaipole, and in Dnipropetrovsk and Mykolaiv Oblasts. Ukrainian sources reported that enemy forces struck 

Zaporizhia City, Mykolaiv City, Ochakiv, and Nikopol.  

Ukrainian sources also reported that Russian forces conducted cruise missile strikes on Zaporizhzhia City on October 9, 

killing at least 12 civilians. 
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Ukrainian forces continue to strike Russian positions and destroy Russian drones in southern Ukraine and shot down 

Russian UAVs, including Shahed-136s, in Mykolaiv and Odesa Oblasts on October over the past two days.  

Ukrainian and Russian sources reported that Ukrainian forces struck Russian positions near Tokmak over the past three 

days, destroying a Russian manpower concentration, a railway connection, and infrastructure facilities.  

The Mayor of Melitopol Ivan Fedorov reported yesterday that Russian forces are increasingly transporting military 

equipment through Zaporizhia Oblast following the explosion on the Kerch Strait Bridge, reportedly moving from 

Mariupol through Berdyansk to Melitopol, a route more vulnerable to Ukrainian strikes than the supply line across the 

Kerch Strait Bridge. 

China and India, two of Russia's biggest allies, call for de-escalation in Ukraine - China and India have both 

called for de-escalation between Russian and Ukrainian forces after deadly missile strikes occurred Monday across 

Ukraine, per the New York Times. 

Driving the news: China and India are two of Russia's biggest allies, and both have refrained from criticizing the Russian 

invasion since it began in February. However, neither statement about the long-range missile strikes contained strong 

criticism of Russia's actions. 

• Mao Ning, a spokesperson for China's Foreign Ministry, said at a press briefing that "all countries deserve 

respect for their sovereignty and territorial integrity" and that "support should be given to all efforts that are 

conducive to peacefully resolving the crisis," per the Times. 

• Arindam Bagchi, a spokesperson for India’s Ministry of External Affairs, said "India is deeply concerned at the 

escalation of the conflict in Ukraine, including [the] targeting of infrastructure and deaths of civilians," the 

Times reported. 

• The statements are the latest indicator that both countries are continuing to distance themselves from Russia 

as the war in Ukraine drags on. 

Background: China's President Xi Jinping met with Vladimir Putin last month in their first in-person encounter since 

Russian forces launched their Feb. 24 invasion of Ukraine. 

• The meeting marked a show of diplomatic support for the Russian president, even as Putin acknowledged that 

Beijing may have "questions and concerns" regarding the war, Axios' Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian reports. 

Meanwhile, India, one of the U.S.'s most valued partners, has until now taken a neutral position on Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine, Axios Dave Lawler writes. 

Of note: Belarus President Aleksandr Lukashenko announced Monday that his country would embark on a "joint 

regional group of troops" with Russia in an effort to counter “possible aggression against our country." 

• The announcement comes after Lukashenko attended a weekend meeting in St. Petersburg with Putin, the 

Times reports. 

• While it's unclear if Belarus will also send troops into Ukraine to fight alongside Russians, Lukashenko indicated 

to senior military officials it would be "more than" a thousand Russian soldiers stationed in the country, the 

state-run news agency Belta reported. 

• Belarus was previously a staging area for thousands of troops during Russia's attack on Kyiv, which ultimately 

was unsuccessful. 
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Putin 

Putin’s endgame? Kremlin infighting spills into the open - Insiders are publicly jockeying to take 

advantage of shifting Kremlin power dynamics as Putin’s war against Ukraine turns against him - Putin 

was master of all he surveyed; then he invaded Ukraine.  

For the first time in two decades, the Russian president’s opponents think it more likely than not that he will depart in 

the near term, although they disagree about how the endgame might play out, who might replace him, and when. 

Much depends on the course of a war that is turning against him and undermining his air of invincibility.  

In the past few weeks, Kremlin infighting has spilled into the open, with insiders publicly criticizing each other and 

Moscow’s top-level military command as demoralized Russian forces are forced to retreat after humiliating defeats in 

Ukraine, and a bungled, unpopular mobilization backfires on the home front. 

Top officials now appear to be jostling to take advantage of the shifting political landscape. Kremlin watchers argue the 

flashes of public dissent from members of Russia’s elite — including Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov and paramilitary 

boss Yevgeny Prigozhin — are unprecedented. 

Mikhail Kasyanov, Putin’s prime minister from 2000 to 2004, predicts that the president’s grip on power could slip 

suddenly. “In three or four months, I believe there will be a crucial change,” Kasyanov, who now lives in exile, told Sky 

News on September 30. 

Other Putin opponents aren’t so definitive about timing but, with recriminations flying and criticism of Russia’s military 

commanders increasing, they sense the war marks a turning point, hoping for the beginning of the end for Russia’s 

latter-day czar. 

“Can he wiggle out, I don’t know,” Russian exile and prominent Putin critic Mikhail Khodorkovsky told POLITICO. Thanks 

to Ukraine’s resistance and Russia’s missteps and inept battlefield tactics, Kremlin insiders and other big political 

players appear to be considering life after Putin, he added. 

The war party 

Khodorkovsky believes that explains why some Kremlin insiders are seeking the political spotlight — notably Kadyrov 

and Prigozhin, normally close allies of the Russian leader. They’ve been launching broadsides against Russia’s military 

commanders, men they disdain as “peacetime generals.” 

As leaders of a “war party” they have been urging for more ferocious action in Ukraine. Both men are being careful to 

appear loyal, but Khodorkovsky suspects they’re playing a double game. “Prigozhin is under the control of Putin today,” 

Khodorkovsky said. “But he’s also getting ready for life for after Putin. And he’s building a relationship with Kadyrov,” 

he adds. 

Prigozhin has altered his modus operandi. In late September, for the first time he acknowledged he founded the 

Wagner Group, the Russian paramilitary outfit accused of committing gross human rights abuses in Africa, Syria, and 

Ukraine on behalf of the Kremlin. That’s a surprising admission considering he has sued media outlets in the past for 

naming him as Wagner’s boss.  

Now he’s presenting himself as someone who should be taken seriously as a military commander, and in the face of 

Ukraine’s counteroffensives around Kharkiv and Kherson has been applauding Kadyrov for his demands on social media 

for “more drastic measures,” including a declaration of martial law in Russia’s border areas and “use of low-yield 

nuclear weapons.”  
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Prigozhin has also endorsed Kadyrov’s call for hapless commanders to be punished, stripped of their rank and medals, 

and sent to the front. “Beautiful, Ramzan, keep it up,” Prigozhin chorused in a social media post. “These thugs should 

be shipped to the front barefoot with machine guns,” he added. 

Crucially, both have avoided direct censure of Putin. That may be serving Kremlin’s interests — blaming the military and 

deflecting anger away from Putin, say Russian exiles and Western analysts. And Putin has not held back himself from 

criticizing the defense ministry — last week upbraiding it for mishandling his mobilization order and drafting students.  

Noticeably, the Kremlin hasn’t rebuked either Prigozhin or Kadyrov, who last week gleefully announced he’d been 

promoted to the rank of colonel general. After Kadyrov’s demand for escalation, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 

mildly noted to reporters in Moscow that “the heads of regions have the right to express their point of view.” 

Careful who you criticize 

There is some suspicion that it is useful for Putin to have Kadyrov and Prigozhin calling for ever more extreme action to 

keep Western leaders worried with the unsaid subtext being, be careful what you wish for — a Russia without Putin 

could mean a Russia of Kadyrov and Prigozhin. Leonid Volkov, chief of staff to Alexei Navalny, the jailed opposition 

leader, describes Prigozhin as “the most dangerous criminal in Putin’s entourage.” 

Waiting in the wings 

Other key players have been quiet and tellingly absent publicly. 

These include the director of Russia’s domestic FSB intelligence agency Alexander Bortnikov and Viktor Zolotov, head of 

the National Guard and one of the country’s most powerful siloviki, or “strongman” security officials. The National 

Guard comprises hundreds of thousands of troops, including special police units and rapid response forces. Zolotov and 

Putin worked together in St. Petersburg in the 1990s, but Zolotov is also known to be close to Kadyrov. Why they have 

been staying out of the spotlight isn’t clear; some analysts wonder if they are “keeping their powder dry.” 

Earlier this year, the Ukraine intelligence service claimed the FSB spymaster might be part of a group plotting a coup. 

But some analysts are skeptical Putin’s hold on power is slipping away. “I do think there’s an element of wishful 

thinking,” says Emily Ferris, a Russian specialist at Britain’s Royal United Services Institute. “It would be prudent. But I 

don’t know really the extent to which they’re able to make plans,” Putin has “always encouraged rivalry” — a divide-

and-rule strategy, she adds. 

Exhausted Russia awakening to Putin's flaws—British intel chief - People in Russia are noticing how Putin has 

"misjudged" his invasion of Ukraine, a U.K. intelligence chief will say on Tuesday. 

Jeremy Fleming, director of the British GCHQ (Government Communications Headquarters) intelligence agency, is to 

say he believed the mobilization, which has caused an exodus of hundreds of thousands, was part of a picture of the 

Russian president's "flawed" decision-making. 

In a lecture to the London think tank, the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), which has been provided to the media, 

Fleming is to say on Tuesday that Putin's botched draft of 300,000 reservists "speaks of a desperate situation." 

Russians can now see "just how badly Putin has misjudged the situation," according to Fleming. "[T]they’re fleeing the 

draft, realizing they can no longer travel." 

"They know their access to modern technologies and external influences will be drastically restricted," Fleming will say, 

according to the BBC. "Russian commanders on the ground know that their supplies and munitions are running out." 
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"With little effective internal challenge, his decision-making has proved flawed," he will say, adding that Russian forces 

are "exhausted" and that the costs to Russia in both troops and equipment has been "staggering." 

This "high stakes strategy" is leading to "strategic errors in judgment," he will add. Fleming also told the Today program 

on BBC's Radio 4 it was "pretty clear Russia and Russia's commanders are worried about the state of their military 

machine" and "the word I've used is desperate." 

Comment – As we have previously mentioned in our Updates – The Russian cat is out of the bag. 

Putin’s blunder means Moscow is running out of weapons, says U.K. spy chief   - Months of crippling 

economic sanctions is eroding Russia’s ability to wage war against Ukraine, with stockpiles of weapons, ammunition, 

and heavy ordnance like the cruise missiles that hit Kyiv Monday running low. 

In an address the director of a U.K. intelligence agency best known for cracking Nazi Germany’s Enigma encryption 

machine says he believes Putin has committed “strategic errors in judgment” that have imposed a “staggering” cost in 

people and equipment. Diminished capabilities to wage war could shorten the conflict, now running for nearly eight 

months. 

“We know—and Russian commanders on the ground know—that supplies, and munitions are running out,” Sir Jeremy 

Fleming will say during a lecture at a U.K. security think tank, according to a speech provided in advance to Fortune.  

He heads the Government Communications Headquarters, or GCHQ, which forms the backbone of the country’s 

intelligence services together with MI5 and MI6—the U.K. equivalent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 

Central Intelligence Agency, respectively. 

The attacks on Ukrainian civilian targets appear to have calmed the hardline domestic audience. Members of Putin’s 

inner circle including Margarita Simonyan, the editorial head of RT television, celebrated the retaliation. 

Ramzan Kadyrov, the warlord running Russia’s republic of Chechnya, posted he was “one hundred percent satisfied” 

following the destruction raining down on playgrounds, universities, and even a German consulate building. 

It comes however at a cost. Forbes’ Ukraine staff estimated the price tag of the heavy ordnance to be anywhere 

between $400 million to $700 million. 

Putin's war is deepening Russia's religious divide - Putin's mobilization drive is massively unpopular, and has 

prompted a veritable exodus of Russians, numbering nearly three-quarters of a million people, since it was announced.  

But it is also exacerbating sectarian cleavages within Russia itself - between the country's Slavic majority and its 

swelling Muslim underclass. 

To understand why, it's first necessary to grasp Russia's deeply troubled demographics.  

The country has been on a path of protracted population decline for decades, with fertility well below 

"replenishment"—or just over two children per woman, on average. It has stayed that way despite assorted initiatives 

by the Kremlin designed to boost the national birth rate. 

This decline isn't uniform, however. Parts of the country's population are faring comparatively well—Russia's Muslims 

most of all. They rank as Russia's fastest growing minority, with birth rates significantly outpacing the national norm. As 

a result, by 2034, Muslims are now projected to make up 30 percent of the Russian national population. 

But their place in society is precarious. Over the past dozen years, under Putin's watchful eye, the country has trended 

in an increasingly authoritarian, ultra-nationalist direction— one that has little tolerance for citizens of differing 
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ethnicities or faiths. Xenophobia has surged domestically as a result, leading to a sense of alienation among Russia's 

Muslim communities.  

Meanwhile, Moscow's policies in the Middle East, in particular its military intervention in support of the Syrian regime, 

has helped radicalize a significant portion of this cohort. For instance, at the height of the Islamic State's power half-a-

decade ago, the Soufan Center, a leading counterterrorism think tank, estimated that Islamic extremists of Russian 

origin made up the single largest segment of foreign fighters active in Iraq and Syria. 

Now, Putin's Ukraine war is making matters much worse. The Kremlin's "partial mobilization," is in theory intended as a 

limited call-up of reservists, irrespective of ethnicity. In practice, however, the country's minorities— especially its 

Muslim ones—are bearing the brunt of Russia's war effort (and suffering disproportionate casualties as a result). 

"The majority of those mobilized are representatives of the Muslim world," Oleksiy Danilov, the secretary of Ukraine's 

National Security and Defense Council, has observed. "It so happened that they were born on the territory of the 

Russian Federation, especially in Tatarstan, Dagestan, and other Muslim communities." 

All of which is beginning to generate a major backlash, both from Russia's Muslim minority itself and from co-

religionists in the region. The majority-Muslim North Caucasus republic of Dagestan, for example, has been the site of 

some of the largest protests to date against Putin's mobilization order.  

Clerics in the former Soviet republic of Uzbekistan have barred Muslims from participating in Russia's conflict, despite 

Moscow's offers of sweeteners like "fast-track citizenship" in the Russian Federation. And there are even signs that 

discontent over the Ukraine war may be stoking long-simmering secessionist tendencies in the mostly-Muslim republics 

of the North Caucasus. 

In other words, in his efforts to solve one problem—boosting morale and manpower for his Ukraine campaign - Putin 

has managed to create another. His policies are helping to deepen the internal divide between the Russian government 

and the country's fastest-growing minority. Where that leads, only time will tell. (Ilan Berman is senior vice president of 

the American Foreign Policy Council in Washington, D.C.). 

Sanctions 

Russia's seaborne oil shipments to Europe have plunged 60% since the war in Ukraine began - Russian 

seaborne crude oil shipments to Europe have plummeted 60% since the February invasion of Ukraine, according to data 

collected by Bloomberg.  

Crude shipments from Russia to Europe moved at an average of 630,000 barrels per day for the four week period 

ending October 7, according to Bloomberg. Overall crude oil shipments out of Russia were higher, though, and barrels 

sent to Asia increased for a fourth-straight week.  

As the EU's latest swath of sanctions take hold in eight weeks' time, the European market will essentially completely 

vanish for the Kremlin. The forthcoming penalties, implemented in response to Moscow's war campaign on Ukraine, 

ban any Russian crude oil from being transported on EU tankers. Bringing crude to India, for example, will take roughly 

ten times as long as before due to the sanctions. 

The move will make it exceedingly difficult for Russia to move crude to other buyers and threatens a key source of 

revenue for Moscow as the Ukraine war extends into its eighth month. The European sanctions have also been further 

ratified to include a key provision championed by the US, which imposes a price cap on Russian crude. Under the 

revised sanctions, Russian crude oil can be transported on EU tankers, but only if the barrels are priced below a specific 

ceiling from Dec. 5 onward. 



 

12 
 

Japanese carmaker Nissan joins Toyota, Renault in leaving Russia - Japanese car manufacturer Nissan has 

become the latest major multinational corporation to exit Russia, joining dozens of others in an exodus over Moscow's 

unprovoked invasion of Ukraine launched in late February. 

Nissan said on October 11 that its executive committee had approved the sale of its factory and R&D facilities in St. 

Petersburg, and its sales and marketing center in Moscow, to Russia’s Central Research and Development Automobile 

and Engine Institute (NAMI). 

Impacts 

Putin emphasized that he would conduct proportional escalation in any future retaliatory actions - He 

stated that if Ukraine continues to carry out “terrorist attacks against [Russian] territory, then Russian responses will be 

harsh, and their scale will correspond to the level of the threat to the Russian Federation.” This declaration of 

proportionality suggests that Putin intends to continue climbing the escalation ladder rung by rung and cautiously 

rather than jumping to more dramatic measures such as the use of nuclear weapons. Putin may also mean to message 

the Russian pro-war camp that they should manage their expectations of an ongoing daily bombardment of Ukraine 

similar to the one conducted today.  

Russian milbloggers, for their part, have overwhelmingly welcomed the strikes and amplified Deputy Chairman of the 

Russian Security Council Dmitry Medvedev’s statement that more attacks against Ukraine will follow soon. Ukrainian 

and Western intelligence have previously reported that Russia has spent a significant portion of its high-precision 

missiles, and Putin likely knows better than Medvedev or the milbloggers that he cannot sustain attacks of this intensity 

for very long. 

Comment – Is this Putin showing a fear of looming and potentially far-reaching Ukrainian attacks on the four territories 

he recently illegally annexed? 

He may be signaling that attacks against these oblasts, where Ukraine appears set to recover vast swathes of occupied 

land, will be met with strikes against Ukrainian civilian targets.  

This may be indicative of a sharply increasing Russian inability to defend occupied territories against these Ukrainian 

counterattacks, man-to-man and tank-to-tank, so to even the battle, he elects to attack soft targets instead. 

This may be all he and the Kremlin can do. 

If this is the case, then Putin knows much more about Russian defensive frailties than do we. 

Billionaire investor Yuri Milner renounces Russian citizenship - Yuri Milner, a Moscow-born billionaire venture 

capitalist who's invested in companies including Facebook and Twitter, announced Monday he's renounced his Russian 

citizenship. 

Driving the news: "My family and I left Russia for good in 2014, after the Russian annexation of Crimea," tweeted 

Milner, who became an Israeli citizen in 1999. "And this summer, we officially completed the process of renouncing our 

Russian citizenship." 

The big picture: Milner made the announcement hours after Putin ordered scores of missile strikes in Kyiv and other 

key Ukrainian cities. (Comment – It is well reported that the missile strikes against Ukraine were ordered well before 

the Kerch Bridge blast on the 8th so Milner’s statement may well have been made hours after the strikes commenced 

but not after the order to strike was made).  
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Background: Milner founded internet investment company DST Global, which states on its website that 97% of his 

personal wealth "was created outside of Russia" and stresses that he "has never met" Putin. 

GeoPolitical 

Moldovan president urges extra powers for police amid ongoing pro-Moscow disturbances - Moldovan 

President Maia Sandu has called on the government to give special powers to security forces to crack down on an 

ongoing street protest that she said was aimed at installing a pro-Russian leadership. 

The protests that started on September 19 are organized by the Russian-friendly Shor Party, whose wealthy populist 

leader Ilan Shor fled the country in 2019 following fraud and money-laundering convictions two years earlier. 

Some of the protesters have set up tents outside parliament and the presidential residence, demanding the resignation 

of Sandu's pro-Western government and voicing their professed anger over rising prices. 

Sandu asked the government on October 11 to amend legislation to give more powers to law enforcement agencies, 

accusing "some actors from within the local administration of sabotaging the country's stability," an apparent reference 

to Chisinau Mayor Ion Ceban, a member of Russian-backed ex-President Igor Dodon's Socialist Party. 

Why Russia sees itself as much more than just a nation - An excerpt from Russia: Myths and Realities, written 

by Rodric Braithwaite and published by Pegasus Books. Russia is a country with an unpredictable past. — Popular 

Russian saying. 

These stories have deep roots. They feed our patriotism. They help us understand who we are, where we come from, 

where we belong. Our rulers believe them no less than we do. They hold us together in a ‘Nation’ and inspire us to 

sacrifice our lives in its name. 

The British have their ‘Island Story’ of undeviating progress from Magna Carta towards power, freedom and democracy, 

punctuated by shining victories over the French: Winston Churchill wrote it up in his grandiloquent “A History of the 

English-Speaking Peoples.” The English acquired, exploited and then lost three empires in 600 years. The descendants 

of their imperial subjects think of them as greedy, brutal, devious and hypocritical. That is not at all how they think of 

themselves. 

But the ‘Nation’ is a slippery thing. Nations are like amoebas. They emerge from the depths of history. They wriggle 

around. They split by binary fission, recombine in different configurations, absorb their neighbors or are absorbed by 

them, and then disappear. War, politics, dynastic marriage, popular referendums shift provinces from one side of a 

frontier to the other. Ordinary people can be born in one country, grow up in another and die in a third, all without 

leaving their home town. Ask a Frenchman who was born in Alsace-Lorraine in 1869. Ask an Austrian Jew who was born 

on the border of Slovakia and Hungary in 1917. Ask a Pole who was born before the Second World War in what is now 

the Ukrainian city of Lviv, which since its foundation as Levhorod in the thirteenth century has been known to its Polish, 

Austrian, German and Russian rulers as Lwów, Lemberg and Lvov. 

Everyone has a national narrative, constructed from fact, fact misremembered and myth. People tell themselves stories 

about their past to give some meaning to the confusions of their present. They rewrite their stories from generation to 

generation to adapt them to new realities. They omit, forget or wholly reinvent episodes that are uncomfortable or 

disgraceful. 

Few of the states in today’s Europe existed before the First World War. When Columbus discovered America, Germany, 

Italy, Russia and even France and Britain were still fragmented, and the Polish-Lithuanian Union was on the way to 

becoming the largest state in Europe. 
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The idea of ‘Europe’ is itself largely an artificial construction, an attempt to bring under one roof a collection of 

countries at the western end of the Euro-Asian land mass, each very different from the others, ranging from Iceland to 

Romania, from Norway to Greece, from Spain to Estonia, loosely bound together by a tradition of Christianity and a 

murderous record of domestic persecution, bloody rebellion and violent religious conflict at home, endless war for 

power and loot, genocide, slavery and imperial brutality abroad. 

By those depressing standards Russians have as good a claim to be European as anyone else. Partly because of its huge 

extent eastwards into Asia, both Russians and foreigners nevertheless wonder whether Russia is part of Europe at all.  

Many of their immediate neighbors consider them Asiatic barbarians and point angrily to the sufferings that the 

Russians have inflicted on them over the centuries. Napoleon was right, they think, when he allegedly said, ‘Scratch a 

Russian and you’ll find a Tartar.’ More than a thousand years ago a people arose on the territory of today’s Russia 

whose origins are disputed. They adopted the Orthodox version of Christianity from Byzantium, thus irrevocably 

distinguishing themselves from those elsewhere in Europe who chose Roman Catholicism. They developed their own 

Slavonic language. They created ‘Kievan Rus,’ which for a while was the largest and one of the most sophisticated, if 

also one of the most ramshackle, states in Europe. It is from here that today’s Russians, Ukrainians and Belarusians 

trace their origins. 

But Kievan Rus was invaded and destroyed in the thirteenth century by the Mongols. Its splintered fragments were 

reassembled over the following centuries under the name of Muscovy by the hitherto insignificant northern city of 

Moscow. The new state was struck down by internal strife, economic disaster and Polish invasion. It recovered, and 

Peter the Great and his successors transformed it into an imperial Great Power, a dominant force in European politics. 

In the nineteenth century Russia helped to define the nature of modern European culture. 

Russia’s existence was again seriously challenged by Napoleon, by the Germans and as a result of the wounds the 

Russians inflicted on themselves in the twentieth century.  

Stalin put Russia back on the map, transformed the economy and won the war against Germany, all at a horrendous 

human cost. Then in 1991 the empire flew apart. Russia collapsed again into poverty, incoherence and international 

irrelevance. For many Russians it was Vladimir Putin, whom they elected president in 2000, who saved them from 

unbearable humiliation and restored Russia to something like its rightful place in the world. 

Edward Gibbon said that ‘History is little more than the register of the crimes, follies and misfortunes of mankind.’ 

Russians, like the rest of us, prefer to believe that their history has progressed in a straight and positive line. They 

explain away troubling events – such as the brutal reigns of Ivan the Terrible or Stalin – as necessary stages on the path 

to greatness. 

The Russians are fascinating, ingenious, creative, sentimental, warm-hearted, generous, obstinately courageous, 

endlessly tough, often devious, brutal and ruthless. Ordinary Russians firmly believe that they are warmer-hearted than 

others, more loyal to their friends, more willing to sacrifice themselves for the common good, more devoted to the 

fundamental truths of life. They give the credit to the Russian soul, as broad and all-embracing as the Russian land 

itself. Their passionate sense of Russia’s greatness is paradoxically undermined by an underlying and corrosive 

pessimism. And it is tempered by resentment that their country is insufficiently understood and respected by 

foreigners. 

Russian reality is colored by the disconcerting and deeply rooted phenomenon of ‘vranyo.’ This is akin to the Irish 

‘blarney’ but lacks the overtone of roguish charm. Individuals, officials, governments tell lies if they believe it serves 

their interests, or those of their bosses, their organization or the state. They were doing it in the sixteenth century, 

when English traders advised their colleagues to deal with Russians only in writing, ‘For they bee subtill people, and do 

not alwaies speake the trueth, and think other men to be like themselves.’ They are doing it today. They are little 
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concerned if their interlocutor is aware that they are lying, though that does not stop Russian governments from 

punishing those who challenge their veracity. Ordinary Russians may find it easier to believe what their government 

says. But there are limits. Disgust with the entangling lie drives many of the characters in Dostoevsky’s novels to 

extravagant confession. The systematic mendacity of Soviet officials and ideologists was a constant theme of dissident 

writers such as Alexander Solzhenistyn. 

As repugnance grew among ordinary people too, it helped to bring down the Soviet regime. 

Churchill remarked that Russia is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma. That has become an excuse for 

intellectual laziness. But understanding Russia is a challenge, and you have to start by trying to disentangle the facts 

from the myths created both by the Russians themselves and by those who dislike them.  

Encyclopædia Britannica described Russia in 1782 as a ‘very large and powerful kingdom of Europe, governed by a 

complete despotism and inhabited by vicious and drunken savages’. The Marquis de Custine, a French reactionary 

deeply at odds with his own society, visited Russia briefly in 1839. The book he wrote, La Russie en 1839, was highly 

intelligent, perceptive, witty, biased and profoundly superficial. He saw little of Russian society apart from the 

aristocracy, who he concluded had just enough of the gloss of European civilization to be ‘spoiled as savages’ but not 

enough to become cultivated. They were like ‘trained bears who made you long for the wild ones.’ Custine’s book was 

compulsory reading in the US embassy in Moscow in the 1960s. It reflects the attitudes of many foreign observers 

today. It is not the best starting point for any attempt to understand the country. 

Some argue that there was never anything as coherent as a Russian national state. Most Russians, though, seem to 

have little doubt. Whatever is meant by a ‘nation’, they believe that theirs is exceptional, chosen by God or History to 

bring enlightenment to a benighted world. This Messianic sense of mission was born out of Orthodoxy in medieval 

Muscovy and has survived ever since. It was promoted by Dostoevsky and a host of others in the nineteenth century. In 

the twentieth century the Bolsheviks shared the sense of mission, although for them God was replaced by History 

working its way through the instrument of Communism. But their Brave New World began to look suspiciously like the 

old Russian empire under another name. 

Russians and those who wish them well can be forgiven for despairing at the disasters they so regularly inflict on others 

and on themselves. After the Soviet collapse they returned to the idea that modern Russia had an exclusive claim to the 

inheritance of the Orthodox state of Kievan Rus. Vladimir Putin was consumed by the idea that ‘our great common 

misfortune and tragedy’ was the division since 1991 between Russia and Ukraine, between the parts of what he called 

‘essentially the same historical and spiritual space’. The obsession fueled his invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 

(Extraction published in “Big Think” by Rodric Braithwaite and published by Pegasus Books.) 

GeoMilitary 

US Army brigade in Africa seeks to ward off Chinese, Russian influence - The U.S. Army’s 2nd Security Force 

Assistance Brigade is training militaries throughout Africa to woo countries away from Chinese and Russian influence on 

the continent. 

“As the Army refocuses on China — our pacing challenge — as well as the acute threat posed by Russia, it’s important 

to recognize that both countries are actively competing in Africa,” Maj. Gen. Todd Wasmund, the commander of 

Southern European Task Force, Africa, said Monday at the Association of the U.S. Army’s annual conference. 

“China and Russia understand very well Africa’s strategic significance,“ he added. “They are seeking to influence events 

on the continent in their favor using political influence, disinformation, economic leverage and malign military activity. 

We also know that violent extremist organizations are a persistent threat.” 
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Wasmund’s remarks indicate how the brigade has turned largely toward great power competition as it bolsters U.S. 

military ties in Africa, similar to its counterpart — the 5th SFAB in the Indo-Pacific region — which often finds itself 

training Asian militaries alongside Chinese advisers. 

The Army hopes the 2nd SFAB can ultimately help integrate African partners with NATO forces. But Chinese and 

Russian activities have complicated that task, Wasmund said, noting the Russian mercenary firm Wagner Group and its 

activities in Mali have made it hard for the U.S. to operate there. 

Humanitarian 

AN reaction to Russian attacks against civilian targets: "We have to stress that intentionally directing attacks 

against civilians and civilian objects, that is, objects which are not military objectives, amounts to a war crime," U.N. 

human rights spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani told reporters Tuesday. "We have seen the story of elderly people 

trapped in their homes. People with disabilities were also unable to flee. I mean, this is unconscionable," she said.  

Expel Russia from UNESCO - Ukraine’s president has urged the U.N. cultural agency to expel Russia because Russian 

military strikes have damaged hundreds of cultural sites around Ukraine. 

In a speech today to UNESCO, Ukrainian President Zelenskyy also announced that Ukraine has nominated the 

embattled Black Sea city of Odesa to be inscribed on the agency’s World Heritage list. 

Zelenskyy said 540 “objects of cultural heritage, cultural institutions and religious buildings” in Ukraine have been 

damaged or destroyed since Russia invaded Feb. 24. 

He asked: “Why are representatives of Russia still among you? What are they doing at UNESCO?” 

Russia currently holds the rotating presidency of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee, which Zelenskyy said 

“devalues the institution itself -- its significance, its reputation.” 

Russian mobilization 

Everyone's drunk, no uniforms, no food inside the confusion greeting some of Russia's newly mobilized 

troops – Russia is continuing to ramp up its mobilization efforts, a massive campaign aimed at shoring up the faltering, 

seven-month war in Ukraine and, by extension, the credibility of the Kremlin. Tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of 

Russians are being called up under the process. 

By all accounts, the process has been chaotic and haphazard. 

Newly mobilized soldiers -- known colloquially in Russian as mobiki -- have reported being left without food and water 

while awaiting orders; videos have shown logistics officers telling new conscripts to buy their own equipment or take 

first-aid supplies from their own home medicine cabinets -- or even their wives' personal sanitary supplies. Soldiers 

have taken to posting videos on Russian social networks complaining about the conditions and disorganization. 

The process has also seen a small but growing number of fatalities. At least 16 people have died, according to news 

reports and activists, since Putin made the announcement on September 21. 

Many of the deaths have been reported as suicides. Others are unexplained, and relatives fear they will never find out 

how they died. 
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Gudo, a Russian mother said her son Koltun brought 7,000 rubles (about $112) with him to Novosibirsk, the staging 

post, but when he called on October 2, he no longer had any money. He said that at the staging grounds, unidentified 

people were selling "bad" vodka, that the conscripts were drinking heavily. She said Koltun told her he wasn't. 

Influx of Russians fleeing mobilization increasingly alienating central Asians - More than half of the 

estimated 700,000 Russians who have fled since Putin declared partial mobilization have mainly gone to four countries 

in Central Asia—Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan—among the relatively few places Russians can still 

enter freely without visas (Forbes.ru, October 4).  

Most of these arrivals plan to move on to other countries—and indeed, many already have—or ultimately return to 

Russia after Putin leaves the scene. But, at the moment, both those in transit and those who stay for a longer period 

are creating problems for national citizens and governments, exacerbating tensions between the titular nations and 

ethnic Russians in each state and between the governments of these countries and the Russian Federation. 

The influx of Russians into Georgia (53,000) and EU member countries (66,000) has attracted more attention with 

regard to both the problems they have created for the host nations and the anger of local populations and actions of 

officials in both places to restrict such immigration (Fontanka.ru, September 27; T.me/Bbcrussian, September 27; 

Novaya gazeta, October 5).  

But numbers flowing into Central Asia have been far larger—over 200,000 into Kazakhstan, just under that figure into 

Uzbekistan and much smaller flows into Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. (Turkmenistan, as in almost all cases, remains largely 

closed to this flow.) Many of these Russians are moving on: The Kazakhstani government says that almost 75 percent of 

those who have entered since September 21 have since done so (Kommersant, October 4). Even so, large numbers 

remain and are creating serious problems. 

Many Central Asians initially welcomed the influx of Russians opposed to the war in Ukraine, seeing them as allies 

within Russia against any plans by Putin to attack or absorb their countries in the future. Yet, from the outset, some 

officials in many of these countries feared that the more independent-minded Russians who have arrived could cause 

problems for their authoritarian regimes in the future (Forbes.ru, October 4). And some in the population and 

government welcomed those with money to spend and with skills the Central Asian economies need.  

But these positive feelings disappeared quickly, with many Central Asians upset by the sharp increase in inflation 

brought by the Russians’ arrival, the loss of jobs in some cases for locals and the new arrivals’ attitudes toward local 

laws and customs (Cabar.asia, October 6). All this has led to demands that either Russians be blocked from entering the 

region altogether or that those who do come be confined to refugee camps so they cannot harm the rest of the 

population with their money and attitudes (Abai.kz, September 30; Caravan.kz, October 3; Forbes.ru, October 4). 

Such public feelings concern Moscow, which views them as a manifestation of rampant Russophobia (QMonitor, 

October 6; Stan Radar, October 7). But Russian authorities undoubtedly are more concerned about how the Kremlin’s 

actions in Ukraine and the resulting influx of Russians into Central Asia are affecting government attitudes in the region, 

all of which face enormous pressure to follow Russia’s line but have increasing reason to oppose what Moscow is doing 

in Ukraine.  

Central Asian governments are anything but enthusiastic backers of Putin’s war against Ukraine (K-politika.ru, October 

3). But they are, if anything, even more worried by the impact of Russian efforts to force them to return the recent 

Russian arrivals, who for example in Tajikistan, have been harassed by Russian forces and who elsewhere have been 

checked by local police at the Kremlin’s insistence, actions that undermine these countries’ independence (Eurasia 

Today, September 29; Stan Radar, October 7). 
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The arrival of large numbers of Russians has thus put Central Asia governments in a difficult position. They welcome the 

influx of Russian money, which has helped their economies rebound faster than most expected and are no doubt happy 

to show the West that they are opposed to Putin’s war in Ukraine.  

But they are also concerned about the growth of anti-Russian attitudes that the war and the arrival of ethnic Russians 

are provoking, sentiments that could deepen ethnic divides within their own countries and produce instability. Indeed, 

this cold reception has already alarmed Moscow and led the Kremlin to be even more demanding in its dealings with 

these regimes (QMonitor, October 6; Stan Radar, October 7).  

The Central Asian governments are thus likely to take steps that will quietly encourage the recent Russian arrivals to 

move on to other countries rather than remain—in hopes that this problem will go away on its own. But whether that 

will be enough for either the indigenous populations or for Moscow remains an open question. 

Local populations, accustomed over recent decades to the outflow of ethnic Russians, are unlikely to be happy if the 

number of ethnic Russians among them increases as it did in Soviet times. And they could become radicalized as a 

result (Mk.ru, September 3, 2021). As such, the Kremlin is certain to be alarmed and might even take more aggressive 

action against the governments in the region—especially since many in Moscow are already talking about the 

possibility that Kazakhstan is on its way to becoming “a second Ukraine,” with all the ensuing consequences 

(Svpressa.ru, September 3, 2021). Both these risks make the fate of the recent Russian arrivals in Central Asia far more 

critical to regional security than a more superficial glance might suggest. (Eurasia Daily Monitor). 


