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Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 80,860 (650) soldiers killed, 2,840 (+2) enemy tanks, 5,742 (+12) armored  combat vehicles, 1,837 

(+8) artillery systems, 393 (+0) MLRS systems, 206 (+1) air defense systems, 278 (+0) warplanes, 261 (+0) helicopters, 

1,507 (+1) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 399 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 4,295 (+16) trucks 

and tankers, 4 Iskander Missile Launchers (+0), 76 fuel bowsers (+0) and 160 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key Takeaways 

Ukraine worries Russia has turned 

Kherson into a ‘city of death’ - Unlike 

previous Russian retreats that turned into 

panicked flight under Ukrainian fire, the ongoing 

withdrawal from the region of Kherson is a much 

more orderly affair. 

Russian forces are falling back to the eastern 

bank of the Dnipro River following an order from 

Russian military command, while Ukrainian 

troops carefully advance toward the city, 

capturing towns and villages on the way to 

Kherson. There’s a reason for the caution. 

Russia wants to “turn Kherson into a ‘city of 

death,’” warned Mykhailo Podolyak, an adviser 

to Ukrainian President Zelenskyy. He said 

Russian military “mines everything they can: 

apartments, sewers. Artillery on the left bank 

plans to turn the city into ruins.” 

UK's Wallace: Ukraine has momentum but 

Russia a long way from giving up - Ukraine 

has the momentum in its war with Russia but 

Moscow is a long way from giving up, British 

defense minister Ben Wallace said on Sunday. 

"Ukraine has momentum ... It's not big step 

momentum, but nevertheless, the direction of 

travel is with the Ukrainians," Wallace told Times 

Radio before cautioning that it would be foolish to see Russia's withdrawal from Kherson as the end of the war. 

"No one is underestimating Russia. Russia is a long way from giving up." 
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Eastern Ukraine: (Eastern 

Kharkiv Oblast-Western 

Luhansk Oblast) - Russian 

sources claimed Ukrainian 

forces continued 

counteroffensive operations in 

the direction of Kreminna and 

Svatove on November 12. The 

Russian MoD claimed their 

forces repelled Ukrainian 

assaults within 15km northwest 

of Svatove near Volodymyrivka 

and Kuzemivka, Luhansk Oblast 

and also that their forces 

defeated Ukrainian forces by 

artillery fire in the vicinity of 

Pishchane, Kharkiv Oblast 

(24km northwest of Svatove).  

The Russian MoD further 

reported their actions repulsed 

Ukrainian assaults towards 

Svatove and within 21km 

northwest of Kreminna in the 

direction of Ploshchanka, 

Makiivka, and 

Chervonopopivka.  

UGS reported its forces 

repelled Russian assaults within 

30km northwest of Svatove 

near Masyutivka and Orlianka 

in Kharkiv Oblast and near 

Miasozharivka and 

Novoselivske in Luhansk Oblast, 

also reporting they repelled 

Russian ground assaults within 

21km northwest of Kreminna 

near Makiivka and within 12km 

south of Kreminna near 

Bilohorivka. 

Russian forces conducted these 

counterattacks likely to 

constrain the actions of Ukrainian forces in eastern Kharkiv and western Luhansk oblasts and not to regain limited 

territory. Ukrainian sources reported that Russian forces continued routine missile and artillery strikes in eastern 

Ukraine. 
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Southern Ukraine: (Kherson 

Oblast) - Ukrainian forces continued 

to clear liberated settlements in 

Kherson Oblast on the right (western) 

bank of the Dnipro River. Ukrainian 

President Zelensky stated that 

Ukrainian forces have liberated over 

60 settlements, and UGS reported 

they continue to undertake 

stabilization measures.  

Ukrainian officials announced that 

regional military administration 

officials returned to Kherson City.  

Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command (SOC) reported that some 

advanced Ukrainian units have 

reached the right bank of the Dnipro 

River. Most Russian sources also 

acknowledged that Ukrainian forces 

are in control of the entire right bank, 

but some claimed that Russian 

artillery in Kakhovka is preventing 

them reaching the right bank.  

Ukrainian military officials noted that 

Russian forces are continuing to use 

UAVs, MLRS systems, and artillery to 

strike Ukrainian forces in liberated 

settlements and they are looking for 

Russian servicemen out of uniform 

and abandoned military equipment. 

Social media footage showed that 

Russian forces have abandoned some military equipment like helicopters and armored vehicles, despite the Russian 

Ministry of Defense (MoD) claims that Russian forces transferred 5,000 pieces of weaponry to the left (eastern) bank. 

Russian forces are continuing to engineer defensive positions on the left bank of the Dnipro River and establish logistics 

in southern Kherson Oblast. Recent Maxar Technologies and Satellogic satellite footage showed Russian forces have 

established a new base approximately 70km southeast of Kherson City, likely in an effort to protect their equipment 

from Ukrainian HIMARS strikes. Ukrainian forces continued to strike Russian positions on the left bank and reportedly 

destroyed a Russian ammunition depot in Kakhovka Raion. 

Donetsk Oblast - Russian forces conducted ground attacks near Siversk, Bakhmut, and Avdiivka yesterday.  

UGS reported its forces repelled Russian ground attacks east of Siversk near Verkhnokamianske, near Soledar, and near 

Bakhmut. A Russian source claimed that Russian forces captured the Mayorsk Rail Station south of Bakhmut. 

Geolocated footage shows Ukrainian forces storming Russian positions east of Bakhmut along the T0504 highway. 
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UGS reported they repelled Russian ground assaults 

west of Avdiivka near Pervomaiske and southwest of 

Avdiivka near Nevelske, Krasnohorivka, and Marinka. 

Russian sources claimed there was ongoing fighting 

near Pervomaiske and south of Avdiivka near Opytne. 

Russian forces made marginal gains in their offensive 

push towards Vuhledar as of November 12. 

Geolocated footage shows that Russian forces made 

marginal advances into Pavlivka. A Russian source 

claimed that Russian forces shelled Pavlivka, indicating 

that Russian forces likely do not control the entire 

settlement. UGS reported their forces repelled an 

enemy ground attack near Pavlivka. The Russian MoD 

claimed Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian ground 

attack east of Vuhledar towards Stepne and 

Volodymyrivka. 

Russian military leadership is trying and largely 

failing to integrate combat forces drawn from 

many different organizations and of many different 

types and levels of skill and equipment into a more 

cohesive fighting force in Ukraine. UGS reported 

Russian officials stopped the distribution of DNR and 

LNR documents, including those regarding 

participation of DNR and LNR forces in combat, on 

November 11.  

Russian authorities also ordered Southern Military 

District commanders to centralize payments to DNR 

and LNR fighters through Russian financial institutions and offered their soldiers the option to continue their service as 

contract servicemembers under Russian law.  

 These efforts will likely increase friction between Russian officials and LNR and DNR officials due to the exclusion of 

DNR and LNR officials from the process. Servicemembers reportedly feel pressured to accept Russian contracts and 

have expressed fears that refusal of the new Russian contracts would lead to the annulment of their documents and 

termination of DNR/LNR benefits. ISW has previously reported bureaucratic conflict between DNR, LNR, and Russian 

authorities over administrative structures in occupied areas. 

Lack of structure inherent in the combination of DNR and LNR forces, Russian contract servicemembers, Russian 

regional volunteer servicemembers, Russian mobilized servicemembers, and Wagner Group Private Military Company 

(PMC) forces creates an environment that fosters intra-force conflict. UGS reported yesterday that tense relations 

between mobilized soldiers and Chechen volunteer soldiers triggered a brawl in Makiivka that injured three. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in the direction of 

Kreminna and Svatove. 

Ukrainian forces continued to liberate settlements on the western bank of the Dnipro River in Kherson Oblast. 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the direction of Bakhmut, Avdiivka, and Vuhledar. 

Russian officials may be trying to avoid providing military personnel with promised payments. 

Russian forces and occupation officials continue to endanger residents and subject them to coercive measures.  

Russia sent their slow attack jets on virtual suicide runs – As reported yesterday Ukrainian defensive forces 

have lulled Russian command posts to send jet strikers into dangerous combat 

situations by first decimating them at high altitude 

runs, forcing them to fly lower to the ground and 

support combat brigades against Ukrainian 

counteroffensive battalions. 

That brings these fighters, normally slower in 

attack speed and now even slower because of altitude, or lack 

thereof, into the range of man pad missiles that fire much cheaper 

projectiles and easily relocated to avoid detection. 

This is a prime reason why Russian forces have been unable to gain air superiority throughout the conflict. 

Russian mobilization 

Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts - Russian military officers may be attempting to limit the cost of force 

generation by manufacturing justifications to avoid giving soldiers promised payments and benefits. Russian media 

reported on November 11 that two wounded Russian volunteer soldiers received notices of desertion and stopped 

receiving payments.  

A prominent Russian Telegram channel accused officers of intentionally labeling the wounded soldiers as deserters to 

eliminate the need to fund their benefits and medical care. The channel claimed that public outcry pushed authorities 

to correct the situation of one of the soldiers. Hospital workers allegedly threw the second soldier out on the streets, 

and he has reportedly received no response to his situation. ISW has previously reported that payments to contract 

soldiers, volunteer soldiers, and mobilized reservists place a heavy financial burden on both the Russian federal 

government and Russian regions. It remains unclear where officials will find funding to support force generation, and 

the Russian MoD has already failed to provision soldiers with basic supplies and equipment. Incentives and bonus 

payments further exacerbate financial challenges. However, officials continue to promise volunteers and mobilized 

soldiers further benefits as societal discontent with force generation grows. 

Desertion remains a challenge for Russian forces as morale continues to drop. The Ukrainian Resistance Center stated 

on November 12 that Russian commanders are actively searching occupied Horlivka for deserters who fled Ukrainian 

counteroffensives in now-liberated Kharkiv Oblast.  

Commanders reportedly issue weapons to discovered deserters, force them to purchase ammunition, and redeploy 

them to the southern front. The Ukrainian GUR released an audio intercept on November 12 in which a Russian soldier 

tells his mother that Russian commanders do not care about the lives of their personnel and that one commander told 

the rank-and-file soldiers they will all die anyway. UGS reported Russian authorities in occupied Henichesk instituted a 

prohibition on alcohol in response to deteriorating moral and psychological conditions among soldiers in occupied 

territories. 

The popularity of Wagner Group forces may have inspired the creation of further private military companies (PMCs) for 

use in the war in Ukraine. Odesa Oblast Administration Spokesperson Serhiy Bratchuk claimed that Russian officials are 
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planning the creation of an “Orthodox PMC” under the Russian Orthodox Church on November 12. Private military 

companies are illegal in Russia. 

Over 700,000 Russians enter Georgia after mobilisation announcement, 100,000 of them remain in the 

country - Around 700,000 Russian citizens have come to Georgia after the beginning of “partial mobilisation” in Russia, 

Georgia’s President Zourabichvili said on air of Radio France. 

Around 100,000 Russians remain in Georgia, while the other 600,000 could have departed for other countries. Around 

30,000 of Ukrainians that had to flee their country due to the war are also currently in Georgia.  

“From time to time, verbal exchanges take place, but in general, the Russians that came to Georgia and remain here are 

clearly people that do not want to share the fate of Putin’s belligerent Russia, that do not want to be mobilised,” the 

president adds. 

Putin 

How Putin's justification for invading Ukraine backfired – Putin's claimed protection of the Russian language 

and rights of Russian-speaking Ukrainians were his key justifications for the invasion of Ukraine. 

Yet In response, many Ukrainians in Russian-speaking regions took up arms to expel Russian tanks and soldiers from 

their land. 

For centuries, Russian has dominated Ukrainian culture: movies, music, TV shows, and politics. But recent Ukrainian 

legislation—criticized by some commentators—and a growing number of influencers increasingly seek change. 

Ukraine's 2014 Maidan Revolution—the pro-Western uprising deposing a Moscow-aligned administration—and 

subsequent Russian invasion gave fresh impetus to those advocating for the primacy of the Ukrainian language. Russia's 

February invasion may have supercharged this shift. 

A 2017 education law put Russian in a third tier of language learning. Two years later, a law to be enforced in phases 

over several years enshrined Ukrainian as the state language, obligating civil servants to use Ukrainian and Russian-

language print media to publish Ukrainian versions. 

A pro-Russian opposition group of MPs voted against the bill, claiming it would be divisive. That group was among 

those banned after Russia's full-scale invasion. The Venice Commission, the European advisory body, also expressed 

concern; while recognizing the importance of protecting Ukrainian, it feared it "raised issues of discrimination." 

In June, Ukraine's Parliament voted to ban the distribution of Russian books and the sound of Russian music by post-

Soviet-era artists. 

A poll last month, commissioned by Ukraine's state broadcaster, suggested more than half (57 percent) speak more 

Ukrainian since Russia's troops stormed over the border on February 24. 

Pop diva Olya Polyakova, who has earned fame across the post-Soviet space for her Russian-language hits, 

ceremoniously burned her trademark kokoshnik, a traditional Russian headdress, and now performs exclusively in 

Ukrainian, campaigning to advance use of the language. 

"I love challenges. I've been a fighter all my life, first to get into the spotlight and then to stick around. Time will show 

what happens next, but I'm doing this with my heart wide open," she told Newsweek. 

Ukraine has accused invading Russian troops of abuses to suppress the Ukrainian language in occupied regions. 

Ukraine's language ombudsperson, lawmaker Taras Kremin, dubbed it "linguicide." 
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"By burning our historical archives and libraries, shutting down Ukrainian TV channels, abducting teachers, and 

threatening student's parents, the Russians are trying to intimidate people into refusing their language and to hinder 

national resistance," Kremin said. 

Putin is having a harder time appeasing parts of the highly ideological pro-war constituency due to his 

military’s inability to deliver his maximalist goals of overthrowing the Ukrainian government and seizing all of Ukraine, 

as ISW has previously assessed. His nationalist-leaning propagandists such as Vladimir Solovyov are increasingly 

demanding that the Kremlin and higher military command fully commit to their goals in Ukraine, and Solovyov even 

called for full mobilization and the firing of incompetent officials following the Russian surrender of Kherson City. 

Select milbloggers have previously criticized Putin for his failure to respond to the attack on the Kerch Strait Bridge on 

October 9, while others noted that Putin has failed to uphold the ideology of Russian superiority since 2014. Direct 

criticism of Putin within the pro-war community is almost unprecedented, and Dugin’s high-profile and unhinged attack 

on Putin may indicate a shift among the Russian nationalist ideologues.  

Putin needs to retain the support of this community and has likely ordered some of his propagandists to suppress any 

critiques of the Russian withdrawal from Kherson City, since many state TV news programs have been omitting or 

downplaying the aftermath of withdrawal. Ever-increasing doubts among extreme Russian nationalists about Putin’s 

commitment to Russian ideology reduce Putin’s appeal to the nationalist community, while mobilization and high 

casualties will likely continue to upset members of Russian society. 

Wagner-affiliated channels are also turning on the Kremlin following the loss of Kherson Oblast, which may further 

elevate the influence of the siloviki faction. Some milbloggers implied that the Kremlin has betrayed Kherson City by 

“selling out,” while others noted that the Kremlin has consistently surrendered its territories without asking the Russian 

people. Other milbloggers further questioned the legitimacy of the claimed 87% support rate for the Russian 

annexation of Kherson Oblast. Wagner Group financier Yevheny Prigozhin and some milbloggers have discussed the 

possibility of “Russia’s civil society” stepping up to defend Russia. The growing criticism of the decision to withdraw 

from western Kherson contrasts with the general support for the decision among the milblogger community before 

today. 

Humanitarian 

Russian officials are increasingly normalizing the public and likely illegal deportation of thousands of Ukrainian 

children to Russia. Russian Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights Lvova-Belova publicized the illegal 

kidnapping of 52 medically fragile Ukrainian children from Kherson Oblast to an unspecified “safe” area in Russia on 

November 12, likely under a medical relocation scheme that LNR Ambassador to Russia Miroshnik confirmed had 

started on November 5.  

High level Kremlin officials, including Lvova-Belova and Russian Deputy Prime Minister Khusnullin have publicly 

acknowledged and praised the relocation of thousands of Ukrainian children to live with Russian families or in Russian 

facilities in recent weeks. Russian Zaporizhia Oblast occupation officials have made public statements in recent weeks 

about the planned forced relocation of over 40,000 Kherson Oblast children to Russia and acknowledged on November 

12 that their systems for caring for Ukrainian children are inadequate.  

Russian and Ukrainian sources have previously reported that Russian and occupation officials have deported Ukrainian 

children to Russia under education, vacation, and other schemes within the past 10 days. Such frequent and public 

acknowledgments are a stark contrast to the first Russian official confirmation of such actions on August 23, when 

Krasnodar Krai authorities deleted an announcement about the arrival of 300 adoptable Ukrainian children from 

Mariupol and denied ever issuing the statement. As ISW has noted and will continue to observe, the forced deportation 
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of Ukrainian children to Russia represents a possible violation of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of 

the Crime of Genocide. 

Impacts 

Former USSR member looks to ban Russian language in blow to Putin - Latvia, a former member of the 

Soviet Union that shares a border with Russia, could move to restrict the Russian language in workplaces in the near 

future in a potential blow to Russian President Vladimir Putin, according to the country's deputy prime minister. 

Janis Bordans, who also serves as Latvia's justice minister, told the Delfi news site in an article published Saturday that 

the Ministry of Justice was working on the Bilingualism Restriction Law. He said that the "the long-term consequences 

of Russification are such that the practice of simultaneous use of Latvian and Russian in everyday communication, 

places of service and workplaces has become entrenched," according to an English translation of his comments. 

Russia’s withdrawal from Kherson City is igniting an ideological fracture between pro-war figures and 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, eroding confidence in Putin’s commitment and ability to deliver his war 

promises. A pro-war Russian ideologist, Alexander Dugin, openly criticized Putin—whom he referred to as the 

autocrat—for failing to uphold Russian ideology by surrendering Kherson City on November 12.  

Dugin said this Russian ideology defines Russia’s responsibility to defend “Russian cities” such as Kherson, Belgorod, 

Kursk, Donetsk, and Simferopol and noted that an autocrat has a responsibility to save his nation all by himself or face 

the fate of “king of the rains,” a reference to Sir James Frazer’s The Golden Bough in which a king was killed because he 

was unable to deliver rain amidst a drought. Dugin also downplayed the role of Putin’s advisors in failing to protect the 

Russian world and noted that the commander of Russian Forces in Ukraine, Army General Surovikin was not 

responsible for the political decision to withdraw from Kherson City.  

He noted that the autocrat cannot repair this deviation from ideology merely with public appearances, noting that “the 

authorities in Russia cannot surrender anything else” and that “the limit has been reached.” He also accused the 

presidential administration of upholding a “fake” ideology because of its fear of committing to the “Russian Idea.”  

Dugin also made a reference to the use of tactical nuclear weapons, which he vaguely stated was “the end” and 

proceeded to note that overdue Russian changes to the military campaign have not generated any effect to change the 

course of the war. He also suggested, however, that Russia must commit to the Russian Idea rather than pursuing the 

“stupid” use of nuclear weapons. 

Could Turkey become a gas hub for Europe? - When Putin proposed to establish a gas hub in Turkey last month, 

Ankara spent no time accepting it. The Turkish leadership has long wished to promote itself as the ultimate centre for 

energy security and supply.  

However, experts and officials say what the Turkish government wants and what Putin wants are two different things, 

and there are a set of technical issues that are hard to resolve.  

“Putin’s proposal isn’t concrete, it seems like an idea,” says Gokhan Yardim, former general manager of Turkish oil and 

gas pipeline company BOTAS. 

“Is this a hub for players from different countries to come and negotiate and buy gas? Or is it another pipeline project 

like the TurkStream which only passes through Turkey?” 

Since the European Union decided to cut Russian gas imports by two-thirds due to the Ukraine invasion and 

unexplained explosions on the Nord Stream pipelines, effectively cutting Russia's exports to Europe, Putin has been 

looking for other ways to supply Moscow's neighbours to the west. 
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Emin Emrah Danis, an energy 

expert based in Istanbul, says 

more pipelines would be 

needed to carry the Russian 

gas to Turkey, possibly 

requiring four years of 

construction time. 

“But it will come with 

challenges,” he says. “Who is 

going to build it, since the 

companies wouldn’t want to 

be sanctioned? And who is 

going to pay for it?” 

TurkStream’s estimated cost 

was  €11.4bn, around 

$12.5bn at the time. 

Once construction is completed there are other issues to address, such as maintenance and spare parts like turbines, 

which Russia couldn’t obtain from western countries for its Nord Stream pipeline. But there could be ways to ship some 

of the gas in liquid natural gas (LNG) form without building a pipeline.  

“If it's just a lot of Russian gas shipped to Turkey, then the question is: who will be taking this 'Russian' marketed gas?,” 

asks Aura Sabadus, a senior energy journalist at Independent Commodity Intelligence Services (ICIS). “I don't see any 

European country signing long-term contracts with Russia at a time when REPowerEU [the EU Commission’s anti-Russia 

energy plan] says that Russian gas must be phased out by 2027.” 

Several Turkish officials familiar with Ankara’s energy ambitions told Middle East Eye that what Turkey envisioned is 

more sophisticated than what people believe. 

“We would like to emerge as a gas hub where multiple sources of gas are traded and sold by private entities,” one 

Turkish official said. “We don’t want to be the only transmitting country. We would like to get reselling rights for the 

Russian gas, and re-export it. We need a discount from Moscow to do it." 

Turkey wants to blend Russian gas with multiple other sources from Azerbaijan, Iran, and Iraq - maybe even Israel and 

Ankara’s own Black Sea reserves - and resell it to Europe and other buyers. 

Erdogan earlier this month said Turkey might have made a further discovery of reserves in the Black Sea, with an 

estimated additional 110 billion cubic metres of natural gas, bringing the total to 650 billion cubic metres in the area. 

Comments – (i) A convenient way for Russia to circumvent sanctions and (ii) another example of a growing Turkish 

desire to wield increased geopolitical influence. 

The New Stalin Era 

For the great-granddaughter of Nikita Khrushchev, the Kremlin today is taking the country back to the 

authoritarian nightmare of the past - Nina Khrushcheva, professor of international affairs at the New School in 

New York, back from Moscow recently on her forthcoming book, a biography of the Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev - 

her great-grandfather. Khrushchev was the first Soviet premier to visit the United States, in 1959. To many Americans, 
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he is best remembered as the leader during the Cuban missile crisis of 1962. He agreed to remove Soviet nuclear 

missiles from Cuba in exchange for President John F. Kennedy’s promise that the U.S. would not invade the island. 

In Russia today, Khrushchev’s memory has been almost completely erased from public discussion, even though he led 

the post-Stalin U.S.S.R. through what was arguably its most hopeful time. In that era, from 1953 to 1964, the Soviets 

were competing with the U.S. in the space race; Khrushchev even boasted that the U.S.S.R. was close to overtaking the 

U.S. as world leader. And a period of liberalization known as “The Thaw” seemed to consign the show trials, purges, and 

mass murder of the 1930s to communism’s dark past. Yet the Kremlin today conspicuously overlooks Khrushchev. 

Khrushcheva said she has been “missing Grandpa,” as she calls him. The Soviet premier, who was ousted in 1964, died 

in 1971, but Khrushcheva remembers him well from her youth. Born in 1963 and raised in Moscow, she came to the 

U.S. to attend graduate school at Princeton in 1991, at the very twilight of the Soviet Union. Today, she reflects on 

Khrushchev’s legacy and on Russia’s current conflict in Ukraine, which President Vladimir Putin has threatened to make 

nuclear. This is an edited and condensed transcript of our conversation. 

Sixty years ago, Khrushchev did not want a nuclear war, so he struck a bargain with Kennedy—and was later criticized 

by his politburo for making Moscow look weak in American eyes.  

He and Kennedy handled the crisis in the right way. Yet the debate in Russia today is very unsettling. Putin said, “We 

see no need” to use nuclear weapons; a few days later, the former president and Putin’s deputy chairman on the 

Security Council, Dmitry Medvedev, made a statement to the effect that if Russia faces sufficient threat as a result of 

the war in Ukraine, it will have to use nuclear weapons. Which one is Russia’s official position? 

In his memoirs, the Russian writer Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn discussed how Khrushchev kept up an appearance of sticking 

to the party line but actually kept breaking out of its dictatorial formulae. In this, he was everything that Putin is not. 

Khrushchev was chaotic and emotional. Putin sees himself as consistent and a technocrat. 

When Putin says he can’t imagine himself as Khrushchev, does it mean he wouldn’t have got into the Cuban missile 

crisis at all? Or that if a nuclear crisis does happen, he will be uncompromising where Khrushchev was flexible? So far, 

Putin has only escalated tensions, whereas Khrushchev made serious efforts to deescalate his confrontation with the 

U.S. in 1962. 

The erasure of Khrushchev that has continued under Putin started with the rise of Stalin worship in the early 2000s. 

Khrushchev’s political tragedy is that he is not democratic enough for the liberals, yet not dictatorial enough for the 

Stalinists. 

He rarely gets credit nowadays—even official references to Sputnik, Yuri Gagarin, and the Soviet space program fail to 

mention these were his achievements. Recently Putin spoke about colonialism and how the Soviet Union was the first 

to address that issue on the world stage, which makes him proud. He didn’t, of course, mention Khrushchev, but it was 

fully Khrushchev’s initiative in 1959 and 1960 to press for the rights of formerly colonized nations at the UN. 

Most likely, Putin thinks that Khrushchev was a fool, as do many hard-liners. Khrushchev asked for concessions from 

Kennedy, but he also made concessions himself. The KGB tradition doesn’t believe in concessions; it believes in victory 

at all costs. Under Khrushchev, the KGB was made subordinate to the Communist Party and lost a lot of its power. The 

agency never forgave him. Putin, a former KGB lieutenant colonel, allegedly quipped at the start of his Kremlin career, 

“The task of infiltrating the highest level of government is accomplished.” 

Khrushchev was a man who acted despotically at times—he was part of a despotic system, though he constantly tried 

to change it. And by the end of his rule, the system had changed him. Power in Russia has always been vertical, and 

Khrushchev ultimately had too much of it. My grandmother Nina used to say, “Nikita Sergeyevich of 1958 is not Nikita 

Sergeyevich of 1962.” But unlike now, there was a politburo, or the presidium, as was known at the time. There were 
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discussions, somewhat collaborative decision making, even opposition. What passes for the politburo today follows the 

vision of one KGB man at the top. 

There was a lot of absurdity in Soviet life under Khrushchev. And there were state crimes such as the massacre of 

striking workers at Novocherkassk in 1962. But Soviet life was not dystopian. Putin’s Russia is fully dystopian. Its 

absurdities are tragic, and the tragedy is on a far greater scale. Although Khrushchev came out of the Stalin era, he 

grew away from Stalinism. Putin emerged during a time of promise for Russian democracy, yet Khrushchev appears to 

have been a greater democrat than Putin is. 

Today, Russia’s problem is very clearly one of a despotic system of government that needs a security apparatus to 

preserve and defend its existence. Khrushchev tried to change it but ran out of time. He thought a new generation 

would come along and make democratic changes. He was wrong. 

Containment 

US to buy 100,000 rounds of artillery ammo from South Korea for Ukraine - The US intends to buy 100,000 

rounds of artillery ammunition from South Korean arms manufacturers to provide to Ukraine, a US official said, as part 

of a broader effort to find available weaponry for the high-intensity battles unfolding in Ukraine. 

As part of the deal, the US will purchase 100,000 rounds of 155mm howitzer ammunition, which will then be 

transferred to Ukraine through the US. 

Geopolitics 

G20 host Indonesia lobbies West to soften Russia criticism in communiqué - Indonesian President Widodo 

urges Western counterparts to show ‘flexibility’ as G20 risks going without a joint statement. 

Senior Indonesian politicians are calling on Western leaders to make concessions on how far to go in criticizing Russia 

over the war in Ukraine in a last-ditch effort to avoid leaving the G20 summit later this week without a joint 

declaration, three diplomats with knowledge of the ongoing negotiations told POLITICO. 

According to these diplomats, U.S., European, Australian, Canadian and Japanese officials are among those under 

pressure from Indonesian counterparts, all the way up to President Joko Widodo, to show “flexibility” and consider 

using less tough rhetoric in order for Moscow — represented at the Bali summit by Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov — to 

say yes to a communiqué at the end of the gathering. 

Russia’s Lavrov: Western leaders want to militarize Southeast Asia - Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 

on Sunday accused Western leaders of looking to militarize Southeast Asia to contain Moscow and Beijing’s interests in 

the region. “The United States and its NATO allies are trying to master this space,” Lavrov told reporters in Cambodia. 

He was speaking at a press conference at the end of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) summit in 

Phnom Penh, and ahead of the G20 summit in Bali later this week. 

Situation 'stable but unpredictable': Indian Army chief on Chinese activity in eastern Ladakh - Indian 

Army chief noted that there was no reduction in the number of troops of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in 

the eastern Ladakh region. 

Deeming the situation in eastern Ladakh as 'stable but unpredictable', Army Chief Gen Manoj Pande said that the 

objective of the next round of military talks would be to resolve issues at the two remaining friction points, seen as a 

reference to Demchok and Depsang in that region. 
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The development comes amid the nearly 30-month standoff between Indian and Chinese troops in the high-altitude 

region. In an address at a think-tank, General Pande said there has been no reduction in the strength of the Chinese 

troops at the Line of Actual (LAC) in the region, though there are indications of the return of some of the People's 

Liberation Army (PLA) brigades with the onset of winter as they came for collective training. 

"If I have to describe it (situation) in a single sentence, then I will say that the situation is stable but unpredictable,” 

General Pande said. 

'China making helipads, airfield & roads' 

Pande underlined that it was continuing 'unabated' that the Chinese have been constructing helipads, airfields and 

roads right up to the passes. 

“One of the notable developments has been the G695 highway, which is parallel to the LAC, which will give them the 

ability not only to move forces forward but also switch forces from one sector to another,” he said. 

“As far as our preparations are concerned, our transition to the winter posture is currently underway. But we have also 

made sure that we have adequate forces and adequate reserves to be able to deal with any contingency,” he added. 

“But in the larger context, we need to very carefully calibrate our actions on the LAC to be able to safeguard both our 

interests and sensitivities yet be prepared to deal with all types of contingencies,” the Army Chief noted. 

“You are aware of the ongoing talks right at the political, diplomatic and military levels which have been going on 

between the two sides. Because of these talks, we have been able to find resolution in five out of the seven friction 

points which were on the table,” General Pande said. 

“It is for the remaining two friction points that we are attempting to find resolution,” he noted. 

He noted that there was no reduction in the number of troops of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in the 

region. 

Asked about Chinese President Xi Jinping asking PLA troops to be vigilant enough to fight and win wars, he said that 

Indian forces need to focus on Chinese actions. 

“We all know that what the Chinese say and what they do is quite different. It is also part of their deception, or their 

nature, their character. What they say or articulate, we need to focus on Chinese actions. But perhaps we need to focus 

on their actions rather than what is there in the written text or scripts or their articulation. Perhaps, then we will not go 

wrong,” he said. 

Comment – Fighting between the two nuclear-powered 

nations in these areas is rather akin to watching a ‘Medieval’ 

battle between Chinese and Indian troops as they wield clubs 

and similar weapons against each other. 

This is because there is a “no-guns” pact in the region 

meaning troops end up having to fight with improvised 

weapons. This is to avoid the risk of any escalation leading to a 

nuclear stand-off. 

So they beat each other with spiked clubs, iron rods and 

batons wrapped in barbed wire with 27 dying in the last battle in 2021. 

The picture alongside shows the two sides battling one another in the Galwan Valley. 


