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Conflict Update # 164 

August 27th, 2022 

Conflict Assessment 

Russian losses – 46,500 (+250) soldiers killed and 140,000 injured, 1,939 (+3) enemy tanks, 4,251 (+6) armored  

combat vehicles, 1,045 (+5) artillery systems, 274 (+2) MLRS systems, 148 (+0) air defense systems, 234 (+0) warplanes, 

202 (+0) helicopters, 836 (+2) UAVs of the operational-tactical level, 196 (+0) cruise missiles, 15 (+0) warships/cutters, 

3,165 (+3) trucks and tankers, 76 fuel bowsers and 99 (+0) units of specialized equipment. 

Key takeaways 

Volunteer battalions that comprise Russia’s 

3rd Army Corps are likely being prepared to 

attempt offensive  combined arms operations 

but will likely lack sufficient combat power to 

make a material difference on the battlefield. 

Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command stated that a 10-person Russian 

sabotage and reconnaissance group 

attempted assault operations in Kherson 

Oblast, indicating that Russian offensive 

capabilities in Kherson Oblast have degraded 

further. 

Russian forces conducted a limited ground 

attack north of Kharkiv City. 

Russian forces conducted limited 

ground attacks southwest of Izyum, 

northeast of Siversk, northeast and south of 

Bakhmut, and west and southwest of Donetsk 

City. 

Ukrainian forces targeted Russian 

airborne command-and-control elements in 

western Kherson Oblast. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources traded 

accusations of shelling the Zaporizhzhia 

Nuclear Power Plant. 

Russian military leadership may be shifting to a new phase of mobilization in central Russia and have likely 

exhausted pools of potential recruits in more peripheral and disenfranchised regions. 

Russian authorities are intensifying law enforcement operations in occupied areas.  
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Subordinate main effort—Southern 

Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk Oblasts - 

Russian forces conducted a limited 

ground attack southwest of Izyum on 

August 27. The Ukrainian General Staff 

(UGS) reported that Russian troops 

attempted to advance in the direction of 

Brazhkivka, about 15km southwest of 

Izyum. Russian forces additionally 

continued artillery strikes and aerial 

reconnaissance along the Izyum-

Slovyansk line and conducted a rocket 

strike directly on Slovyansk.  

 Russian forces conducted a limited 

ground attack northeast of Siversk on 

August 27. UGS reported that Russian 

troops attempted to launch an offensive 

towards Siversk from the area of 

Hryhorivka, about 10km northeast of 

Siversk. 

The UK Ministry of Defense additionally 

noted that Russian forces have engaged 

in heavy fighting around Siversk in the 

past week as part of intensified offensive 

operations in Donetsk Oblast. Russian 

troops continued air and artillery strikes 

on Siversk and its surrounding environs. 

Russian forces continued ground attacks 

northeast and south of Bakhmut on 

August 27. UGS stated that Ukrainian 

troops repelled Russian assaults in 

Soledar, 10km northeast of Bakhmut. 

Russian troops also reportedly 

attempted to advance from Mayorske and Zaitseve on the outskirts of Horlivka, about 20km southwest of Bakhmut.  

UGS noted that “separate elements” (”Окремі підрозділи” - a term meaning elements at an echelon at or below a 

battalion) are active in the overall Bakhmut area, which suggests that Russian forces are operating in piecemeal sub-

battalion formations around Bakhmut. This report is consistent with previous reporting that advances towards 

Bakhmut are being led by elements of proxy and Wagner Group forces, as opposed to larger and more coherent 

battalion-level groups. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks near the western outskirts of Donetsk City on August 27. UGS stated 

that Russian troops attempted to advance on Nevelske (10km northwest of the outskirts of Donetsk City) and towards 

Oleksandropil (15km northwest of the outskirts of Donetsk City). Footage taken by a Russian military correspondent 

indicates that Russian troops have likely advanced into the outskirts of Krasnohorivka, 8km north of Avdiivka, which 



 

3 
 

indicates that Russian forces are continuing efforts to flank Avdiivka from the north. Russian forces continued firing on 

Ukrainian positions along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City frontline. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on August 27. UGS reported that Russian 

troops launched ground assaults towards Prechistivka and Pavlivka, about 40km southwest of Donetsk City in the 

Vuhledar area. Russian troops continued air and artillery strikes between Donetsk City and the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 

Oblast border. 

Supporting effort #1—Kharkiv City - Russian forces conducted a limited ground attack north of Kharkiv City on 

August 27. UGS reported that Russian troops attempted an assault in the area of Dementiivka, about 20km north of 

Kharkiv City. Russian forces conducted a missile strike against the center of Kharkiv City and shelled surrounding 

settlements in northeastern Kharkiv Oblast. 

Supporting effort #2—Southern Axis - 

Ukrainian forces targeted Russian military 

command-and-control (C2) elements in 

northwestern Kherson Oblast, likely as part of 

the campaign to degrade Russian military 

capabilities on the right bank of the Dnipro 

River. Ukraine’s Southern Operational 

Command reported that Ukrainian forces 

struck C2 points of Russian battalion tactical 

groups (BTGs) of the 11th and 83rd Separate 

Airborne Brigades in Novovoznesenske (just 

south of Vysokopillya) and Dudchany (on the 

right bank of the Dnipro River 27 kilometers 

southwest of Osokorovka).  

 Ukraine’s Southern Operational Command 

reported that damage to the Antonivsky and 

Darivka bridges into western Kherson Oblast 

have made them impassable for heavy 

equipment. Satellite imagery and footage of 

the Antonivsky and Kakhovka Hydroelectric 

Power Plant dam road bridges shows 

significant damage that will likely make 

repairing them difficult. 

Russian forces attempted a limited ground 

assault in Kherson Oblast on August 27. UGS 

reported that Ukrainian forces repelled a 

Russian reconnaissance-in-force attempt near 

Potomkyne in northwestern Kherson Oblast. 

The Russian Defense Ministry claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian ground assault to cross the Inhulets 

bridgehead near Lozove, Kherson Oblast, but Ukrainian forces most likely control the bridgehead. Russian forces struck 

Mykolaiv City with Smerch rockets and continued shelling throughout the line of contact. 

Russian and Ukrainian sources again traded accusations of shelling the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant (ZNPP) on 

August 27. Ukraine state nuclear energy agency Energoatom stated that Russian forces have repeatedly shelled the 
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ZNPP over August 26-27, resulting in numerous fire and radioactive safety risks. The Russian Defense Ministry (MoD) 

claimed that Ukrainian forces shelled the ZNPP grounds near nuclear storage facilities. The Russian MoD still has not 

provided photographic or video evidence of damage at the ZNPP to support its claims that Ukrainian forces are striking 

the ZNPP. Russian authorities should be able to provide such evidence as Russian forces currently control the ZNPP’s 

territory. 

Russian authorities at the ZNPP are reportedly intimidating Ukrainian ZNPP personnel into silence about current 

working conditions at the plant. Pro-Kremlin Russian news outlet RIA Novosti reported on August 24 that Rosgvardia 

forces have arrested ZNPP employees for allegedly collaborating with the Ukrainian military, and that Russian 

authorities have arrested 26 people for claimed access control violations since Russian forces took control of the plant 

on March 4.  

The Telegraph reported on August 25 that undisclosed ZNPP personnel have told The Telegraph that Russian 

authorities are arresting and torturing ZNPP personnel to prevent them from disclosing safety violations to 

International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors and that Russian authorities want to reduce the presence of Ukrainian 

personnel at the ZNPP. The Telegraph also reported that Russian forces are restricting Ukrainian workers from 

monitoring the conditions of the ZNPP by prohibiting movement and parking military equipment in turbine halls to 

prevent passage through them. Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada Commissioner for Human Rights Dmytro Lubinets stated 

that Ukrainian ZNPP personnel perform essential tasks in ensuring the safety of the ZNPP and that Russian detention of 

these personnel places the ZNPP at further risk of disaster. 

Russian forces did not conduct any confirmed ground assaults in Zaporizhia Oblast on August 27. Ukrainian Zaporizhia 

Oblast Head Oleksandr Starukh stated that Russian forces struck Zaporizhzhia City overnight on August 26-27 with 

unspecified rounds, likely rocket artillery or missiles. Russian forces conducted rocket strikes against Nikopol, 

Marhanets, and Chervonohryhorivka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast on the north bank of the Dnipro River, likely from 

positions around Enerhodar. The Russian Ministry of Defense claimed that Russian forces destroyed a Ukrainian 

HIMARS and M777 artillery ammunition depot near Preobrazhenka, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. Russian forces conducted 

tube artillery and airstrikes on settlements cross the line of contact. 

Russia continues to transit equipment to staging areas through Crimea. Recently geolocated footage shows Russian 

trains transporting heavy equipment into Crimea, including engineering and sapper equipment, tanks, and armored 

personnel carriers. 

Satellite imagery shows Russian forces transporting an S-300 air defense system from Maysaf, Syria to Novorossiysk, 

Russia. Russia may deploy the S-300 elements to Crimea. Russian forces pulling military assets from Syria for use in 

Ukraine indicates that Russian forces are facing challenges sustaining or improving their air defense capabilities using 

equipment in Russia. 

Mobilization and force generation efforts - Russian military leadership may be shifting to a new phase of 

mobilization after having exhausted recruitment efforts and sources of combat power on Russia’s geographic and 

socioeconomic periphery. Spokesperson for the Ukrainian Main Intelligence Directorate (GUR) Vadym Skibitsky stated 

on August 27 that the Moscow, Leningrad, and St. Petersburg areas are increasingly generating forces, whereas 

previously the onus for volunteer mobilization largely has fallen on more economically depressed and peripheral 

regions in eastern Russia.  

The GUR similarly reported that the Kremlin has effectively exhausted mobilization potential in Tuva, Buryatia, 

republics of the Caucasus, and other ethnic minority enclaves that ISW has previously assessed were bearing the brunt 

of mobilization efforts.[The GUR noted that the Kremlin has directed the heads of Russian federal subjects (regions) in 

more western and well-off regions to lead regionally based recruitment campaigns and that the majority of recruits in  
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Moscow Oblast are contracting into the 1st Guards Tank Army. As the onus of partial mobilization shifts to more 

economically advantaged, densely populated, and better-educated regions of Russia, domestic opposition to 

recruitment efforts will likely grow. Recruitment drives in western Russia remain unlikely to generate significant 

increases in combat capability. 

Russian federal subjects (regions) 

are continuing efforts to incentivize 

and train new recruits for service in 

Ukraine. Social media footage 

posted on August 27 indicates that 

the Bashkortostan's “Shaimuratov” 

volunteer battalion likely deployed 

to Ukraine between August 25-27.  

The “Shaimuratov” Battalion 

announced it was ready to deploy to 

Ukraine on August 25 and received 

protective blessings from Russian 

clergy on August 26. Norwegian 

outlet The Barents Observer 

reported that the northwestern 

Russian Republic of Karelia is now 

offering up to 250,000 rubles 

($4,146) per month to recruits.  

A Russian milblogger reposted a 

recruitment ad for the “Avanguard” 

OMON battalion and stated that the 

starting salary is 75,000 to 80,000 

rubles ($1,243-$1,327) per month OMON is a system of specialized police units within Rosgvardia that typically requires 

more specialized recruitment, so the advertisement suggests that law enforcement bodies are also struggling to recruit 

and are broadening their mobilization aperture. Russian outlet News29RU reported on August 26 that veterans 

established a training center for future soldiers in Arkhangelsk Oblast, which indicates that Arkhangelsk likely lacks the 

formal infrastructure to facilitate the training of new recruits and relies on informal sources, such as veterans' 

organizations, to build out combat capacity. 

Putin sends scores of armored vehicles including T80 and T72 tanks and self-propelled howitzers to 

Crimea – Dozens of Russian tanks and armored cars were seen arriving in Crimea on Russian trains as Putin prepares 

to send more troops into Ukraine via the region. Fighting in the crucial Donbas region has intensified in recent weeks as 

Moscow has sought to gain control of eastern Ukraine. 

But a series of Ukrainian strikes on valuable Russian fighter jets and ammunition warehouses in Crimea has reportedly 

forced Putin to change tack. 

The eerie footage recorded yesterday shows scores of T-80 and T-72 tanks as well as howitzer rocket launchers and 

armored cars close to Taman in mainland Russia. 

He is moving trainloads of tanks and a number of BTGs into Kherson Oblast in order to prevent Ukraine from recovering 

this area. 
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Other weaponry on the train included 152mm 

self-propelled Msta-S launchers and the 

122mm regimental self-propelled 2S1 

Gvozdika.  

This indicates the seriousness of Russian 

views regarding Ukrainian successes in this 

region. 

Although Ukraine has stopped Russian 

advances and is striking at Russian targets, it 

is geared to preventing enemy 

replenishments and troop movement, as 

opposed to pushing them back. 

To completely repel Russian forces and force them back into and beyond Crimea, Ukraine will require huge increases in 

military equipment and manpower. This will take months to accomplish. 

It does not appear though this is in their battlefield tactics, rather showing their preventing Russian regrouping and 

eastward movement. 

These moves and counter moves on both sides seems to indicate a protracted battle ahead. 

Russian ship destroyed? – Reports are coming in of another Russian ship being hit by Ukrainian anti-ship missiles. 

Confirmation of these reports is awaited by news media outlets and will be reported on as and when verified. 

Russia pulls its ‘Syrian’ S-300 missile battery, ships it to Black Sea - Satellite imagery confirmed Russia 

redeployed an S-300 surface-to-air missile (SAM) system from Syria, and observers believe the battery is already in 

transit through the Black Sea to support Russia’s war in Ukraine.  

This battery, in particular, arrived in 2018 and was something of a gift to Syrian strongman Bashar Al Assad. It was 

declared a much-needed upgrade of Syria's ancient, and in some cases dangerous, air defense system. It was not 

located at Russia's airbase south of Latakia or its prized naval port in Tartus, multiple advanced air defense systems 

remain at these locations protecting Russian interests. Instead, it sat inland and was supposed to protect critical Syrian 

targets. While it was claimed to be a Syrian system, in the years that have passed, it became clear that Russia retained 

control of it. Now Moscow appears to have taken its 'gift' back and shipped it off to the Black Sea. 

This re-deployment indicates Russia’s awareness of successful Ukrainian air strikes against Kherson targets. 

Russian recruiting – Russian plans are for 400 fighters to be recruited in each of its 85 “Regions,” making for around 

34,000 additional troops. They are offering higher monthly wages and other incentives in order to attract further 

volunteers. They are naming these newly-created BTGs “Volunteer BTGs.” 

“The frontlines have remained remarkably static since Ukraine began fielding HIMARS in early July, with 

almost no Russian gains since,” writes Ukraine-watcher Nathan Ruser, who has produced some of the most detailed 

maps of the conflict since its initial days in late February. 

Russia withdrawing jets from Crimea amid attacks from Ukraine - Russia is withdrawing fighter jets from 

Crimea after multiple suspected Ukrainian attacks, according to a NATO report. 

The war between Ukraine and Russia has recently passed the six-month mark with no clear end in sight. 
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However, according to a Business Insider Germany report that has been translated into English, Russia has already 

moved 10 of its fighter jets from Crimea back to Russia. 

According to the NATO documents, "Russia is very likely to disperse its air forces in Crimea to prevent further attacks by 

Ukraine." 

The report adds that the 10 jets that have allegedly been moved to Russia include six SU-35S fighter jets and four MiG-

31BM interceptors. 

An estimated 32 Russian fighter jets remain stationed there, most of these being SU-27 fighters. 

Ukraine’s strikes are setting the stage for a rough Russian winter - Many have speculated that recent strikes 

on Russian bases in Crimea are the start of a much-anticipated Ukrainian counter-offensive aimed at regaining territory 

lost since the February invasion. But experts say the attacks are more likely a bid to prevent Russian forces from 

resupplying or further advancing. 

A series of Aug. 9 explosions at Saki Air Base and Aug. 20 strikes on the Russian Navy’s Sevastopol homeport seemed to 

mark a new phase of the conflict as Russian forces re-oriented to focus on the Donbas and southern Ukraine. “Ukraine’s 

long-awaited southern counteroffensive begins with a bang in Crimea,” Politico said. 

But one military analyst specializing in Eastern Europe said Ukraine’s aims were likely more modest.  

“They're not trying to take out the Black Sea Fleet,” said the analyst, who wished to remain anonymous citing 

continuing work with the U.S. government. “They're trying to take out the air support that's operating out of Crimea to 

support the Russian southern front. And they are trying to take out the main rail links from Crimea into Kherson,” a 

Ukrainian city currently under Russian control.  

Even the fighting around Kherson doesn’t necessarily herald an imminent push into the city, the analyst said. “There 

doesn't look to be any preparations there for an offensive and there isn't substantial troop movement there. They're 

trying to isolate Russian forces in Kherson’s upper region. And the reason they're striking these areas is because there 

are three main bases from which Russia is providing air support from Crimea. And they're trying to degrade the ability 

of these bases. None of this is anything that Russia can't recover from. But it'd be a real problem in the coming weeks.” 

Former Navy SEAL Charles Pfarrer said that the current efforts appeared to be aimed at softening and isolating the 

Russian forces in Kherson to force Russian commanders into a difficult position: attempt to hold territory with little 

hope for relief or reinforcement or plot an exit before it’s too late. 

“Ukraine has managed to cut every river crossing between Kherson and Nova Kakhovka. That is constricting the lines of 

communication and supply to those north bank forces,” Pfarrer said.  

The United States continues to supply Ukraine with ammo—mostly bullets and unguided mortar rounds, but some 

laser-guided munitions that are helping Ukraine’s outnumbered artillery fire for greater effect.  

Pfarrer said Ukraine’s targets hint at its strategy: “They're striking ammunition depots; they're striking fuel; they're 

striking important supplies. If you have a soldier in the field and he doesn't have any ammunition and he doesn't have 

any food he's not a soldier. He's a hobo.” 

That suggests that Ukraine is taking a patient approach and looking to make life much more difficult for Russian forces, 

especially once the weather turns cold.  

“Everything they've done to exacerbate the logistical conditions now in the summer, those are going to be 10 times 

worse for those Russian soldiers in the winter. They're not just going to be thirsty. They're going to be cold and 

hungry,” said Pfarrer. 



 

8 
 

“I think what the Ukrainians have in mind is interrupting Russia's ability to sustain its...course. They're taking out 

ammunition, fuel, logistics, bridges, rail lines...going after Sevastopol a little bit.”  

In particular, the former official said, the recapture of Snake Island in June “interferes with Russia's ability to sustain its 

military offensives” by boosting Ukraine’s control of the sea route between Odesa and Romania, making resupply by 

sea for Russian forces more difficult. 

If Ukraine wants to make a real play for command headquarters it will need a lot more firepower, said the former State 

official.  

“What I was told about the existing artillery shells we're giving them is that, yes, they are doing pretty well at hitting 

ammunition depots and fuel supplies. But when it comes to hitting Russian command posts, [those] are defended with 

a type of air defense system that can take out the missiles. So the only way to take out the command post is to 

overwhelm the air defense system” with a lot more rockets, he said.  

The other pressure Ukraine is facing is time. While the onset of winter may make life difficult for Russian soldiers in 

country, European and U.S. politicians may want to see some results from the aid they have been providing before the 

first snow falls. The analyst said that the real risk Ukraine faces is not an offensive that fails militarily but one that 

doesn’t sufficiently impress Western audiences. “People looking at it may assume that that's the best Ukraine can do 

with Western equipment and ammunition” so why give them more? the official said. 

Ukraine is using resistance warfare developed by the US to fight back against Russia - As the war in 

Ukraine has passed the six-month mark, US and European officials say Ukraine has successfully used a method of 

resistance warfare developed by US special operations forces to fight back against Russia and bog down its vastly 

superior military. 

The Resistance Operating Concept was developed in 2013 following Russia's war with Georgia a few years earlier but its 

value was only realized after Russia's invasion of Ukraine's Crimean peninsula in 2014. It provides a blueprint for 

smaller nations to effectively resist and confront a larger neighbor that has invaded. 

Russia's nearly bloodless takeover and annexation of the occupied territory stunned Ukraine and the west, intensifying 

a study of how to build a plan for total defense that included not only the military, but also the civilian population. 

But Putin's wider war on Ukraine launched in February has been its proving ground. 

The doctrine, also known as the ROC, provides an innovative and unconventional approach to warfare and total 

defense that has guided not just Ukraine's military, but also involved the country's civilian population as part of a 

concerted resistance against Russia's army. 

"It's all hands on deck in terms of the comprehensive defense for the government of Ukraine," said retired Lt. Gen. 

Mark Schwartz, who was commander of Special Operations Command Europe during the doctrine's development. 

"They're using every resource and they're also using some highly unconventional means by which to disrupt the Russian 

federation military." 

Planning a national resistance 

Outnumbered, outgunned, and outmanned, Ukraine has nevertheless fought back against a Russian military that 

thought it would romp through the vast majority of the country within a matter of weeks, if not days. 

"This is a way to turn the tables on a first world power," said Schwartz. "It's just incredible to watch that despite the 

unbelievable loss of life and sacrifice, what the will to resist and the resolve to resist can do." 
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In a series of recent attacks and explosions at Russian positions in Crimea, Kevin D. Stringer, a retired Army Colonel who 

led the development team for the resistance concept, sees signs of its use. 

"Since you can't do it conventionally, you would use special operations forces, and those [forces] would need resistance 

support -- intelligence, resources, logistics -- in order to access these regions." 

Resistance in Ukraine 

Early in the conflict, the Ukrainian government created a website that explains different ways to resist. The site 

describes ways of using of nonviolent actions, including boycotting public events, labor strikes, and even how to use 

humor and satire. The goal is to disrupt the ability of pro-Russian authorities to govern while reminding the population 

of Ukraine's rightful sovereignty. The resistance doctrine suggests violent actions as well, including using Molotov 

cocktails, deliberately starting fires and putting chemicals in gas tanks to sabotage enemy vehicles. 

Russian soldier defects, tells CBS News he and his comrades were "lied to," and soon realized Ukraine 

"war was wrong" - Six months into his war on Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir Putin is calling for his nation to 

build a bigger army. He has ordered an increase of 137,000 troops, starting in January. 

But if CBS News correspondent Debora Patta's rare, candid conversation with a Russian paratrooper is anything to go 

by, Putin's plans may come up against a growing sense of resentment among the young men sent across Russia's 

border to wage the leader's war in Ukraine. 

Paratrooper Pavel Filatyev told Patta that he was so disgusted with the war that he defected and decided to tell his 

story — despite it putting him at great personal risk. His account is all the more remarkable as he's the first Russian 

soldier to break ranks and publish an inside account of what it's like to fight in Putin's war. 

As missiles rained down on Ukraine in the early hours of February 24, it became impossible to ignore that Vladimir 

Putin had planned something truly awful. Astoundingly, many Russian soldiers on the front lines had no idea they had 

just invaded Ukraine. They hadn't even been told what to do. 

"We just started moving forward," Filatyev told CBS News. "When the shelling began, we thought it was NATO 

approaching us, not Ukraine."   

He told Patta that he served in Russia's 56th air assault regiment, which was sent across the border to capture the 

southern region of Kherson early in the conflict. 

"It was only 10 days later when I realized, there is no NATO here, it's only Ukrainians," he said. 

Patta asked the Russian soldier if he felt deceived. 

"I know that we have been tricked for many years, and everything shown on [Russian] state TV has nothing to do with 

reality," he said. "Every person in Russia knows this. We have been lied to for many years and, unfortunately, now the 

same thing is happening in the war." 

Filatyev provided documents that appear to verify his credentials and support his claim to have served in the regiment, 

but CBS News could not independently verify his account. 

With outdated weapons and no food, water or blankets in the freezing early days of the spring, Filatyev said he and his 

fellow soldiers were forced to steal supplies, but he said many went too far. 

"There was a lot of looting of laptops and cell phones. I understand why — not only are they paid very little, but when 

they think they might die tomorrow, human greed takes over," he said. 
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Filatyev said he and the other Russian soldiers' phones were confiscated by commanders during combat, which is why 

he has no video or photos of the fighting. 

As for the war crimes Russia stands accused of committing in places like Bucha and Irpin, Filatyev said he only learned 

of the allegations when he left the fighting and finally got access to the internet. He insisted that he did not witness any 

atrocities himself. 

As the terrible, ugly truth began to sink in, Filatyev said many of his comrades went to extreme lengths to avoid fighting 

against Ukraine. 

"They would deliberately shoot themselves in the legs and pretend it was an accident, so that they would be sent home 

and given a huge compensation," he told Patta. 

Asked what made him decide to take the risk of coming forward to tell his story, Filatyev said it was "because if nothing 

is done, there will be nuclear war, or our government will turn Russia into North Korea." 

Filatyev fled Russia after coming forward to tell his story, which he first published in a 141-page memoir detailing his 

role in the invasion of Kherson. But while he managed to escape, he's not revealing his location. He now essentially 

lives in hiding, fearful for his own safety. 

Rival Chechen fighters take war to battlefields of Ukraine - Fighters from Chechnya, the war-scarred republic 

in southern Russia, are participating on both sides of the conflict in Ukraine. 

Pro-Kyiv volunteers are loyal to Dzhokhar Dudayev, the late Chechen leader who headed the republic’s drive for 

independence from Russia. They form the “Dudayev Battalion” and are the sworn enemies of Chechen forces who back 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and joined Russia in the months-long siege of Ukraine’s key port of Mariupol and other 

flashpoints in eastern and southern Ukraine. 

One group of new Chechen arrivals, many of whom live in Western Europe, was being trained at a makeshift firing 

range outside Kyiv before heading east. At a training session Saturday, the new recruits ‒ all Muslim men ‒ shouted 

“Allahu akbar!” (“God is great!”), holding their rifles in the air before being handed military ID cards that are issued to 

volunteers. 

Ukrainian officials say the Chechen battalion currently numbers several hundred who fight alongside the country’s 

military but are not formally under the national command. 

Instructors teach the new battalion members combat basics, including how to use a weapon, assume a firing position 

and how to work in teams. Trainers include veterans of wars in Chechnya that ended in 2009, some joining up in 

Ukraine after the fighting against Russia-backed separatists started in Ukraine in 2014. 

Tor, a volunteer who asked only to be identified by his battlefield nickname, said he sees no difference between the 

two conflicts. 

“People have to understand we don’t have a choice,” he said speaking in English and with his face covered. “If they 

(Russian forces) win this war, they will continue. They never stop. I don’t know. The Baltic countries will be next, or 

Georgia or Kazakhstan. Putin openly, absolutely, says he wants to rebuild the Soviet empire.” 

Russian force won't return from mission fearing Ukraine deployment - Russian troops in Kazakhstan are 

refusing to return to Russia because they do not want to be deployed to the war in Ukraine, Ukrainian intelligence 

officials said Saturday. 
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There are roughly 1,000 Russian troops in Kazakhstan according to Ukraine's Main Directorate of Intelligence of 

Ukraine's Ministry of Defense. The directorate says that the military contingent stationed in the country "does not want 

to replenish the composition of the occupation contingent" in Ukraine, according to a translation of a post on 

Telegram. 

However, it also said that the "formal reason for the refusal is the lack of special air transport, which is fully engaged in 

the war with Ukraine." 

The claims about Russia's troops in Kazakhstan come as Russian President Vladimir Putin has called for his military to 

add additional troops amid the ongoing war. Putin has ordered the military bring on 137,000 new troops, which would 

bring the total number to 1.15 million, by January 1. 

Putin 

Putin's inner circle targeted by string of deadly car bomb attacks - At least four members of Vladimir Putin's 

inner circle have been assassinated in recent weeks, and now attention is turning to who could be next on the bloody 

hit list. 

Last weekend, Darya Dugina – the 29-year-old daughter of Putin's so-called "spiritual guide" Alexander Dugin – died in a 

fiery car bomb in Moscow which many believe was intended for her ultranationalist father, described as a mastermind 

of the Ukraine invasion. 

Days after the young journalist's death, the Russian leader publicly declared it to be a "vile, cruel crime" against a 

"patriot of Russia", and rumors began swirling that Ukraine had orchestrated the blast – a claim furiously denied by 

Kyiv. 

Then, just days later, a top pro-Putin official was killed in another car bomb. 

Ivan Sushko, a 40-year-old married father of one who served as an official in the occupied Zaporizhzhia region of 

Ukraine, also died after a blast ripped apart his car. 

Sushko was the head of the Mykhailivka – Russia's military-civilian administration – in the area, which houses Europe's 

biggest nuclear plant. 

His death was confirmed by fellow senior official Vladimir Rogov, who revealed Sushko was killed by "saboteurs", with 

an investigation now under way. 

"An explosive device had been placed under his car seat," he said, pointing the finger at Ukrainians and claiming 

Russian officials were in the area to "help improve the lives of ordinary people". 

Just one day before Sushko's death, another Russian leader narrowly survived a near-identical attempt on his life. 

On Monday, the deputy head of domestic policy for occupied Kherson, Igor Telegin, was rushed to hospital after his car 

was targeted by a radio-controlled roadside bomb, although he is reportedly recovering despite sustaining extensive 

injuries. 

And in recent weeks, at least two other Russian officials have been killed in Ukraine in similar circumstances, including 

Vitaly Gura, who was gunned down on August 6, and Dmitry Savluchenko, who died after a car bombing in late June. 

Elites spooked by killings 

The string of assassinations has reportedly rocked Russia's elites, who believed they and their loved ones would be safe 

as the Ukraine war raged. 
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However, despite the deaths making global headlines, the mystery of who was behind the attacks is yet to be solved. 

But in the wake of Dugina's death, Ilya Ponomarev – a former Russian MP who was expelled for anti-Kremlin activities – 

has come forward to claim an underground group known as the National Republican Army (NRA) may actually have 

been responsible. 

According to Ponomarev, the Russian partisans are operating on home soil and are on a mission to topple Putin – and 

his supporters. 

Appearing on the Russian-language television channel February Morning a day after Dugina's assassination, Ponomarev 

read parts of the NRA's manifesto, claiming it proved the group was planning more attacks against Putin's 

"accomplices". 

"We declare President Putin a usurper of power and a war criminal who amended the Constitution, unleashed a 

fratricidal war between the Slavic peoples and sent Russian soldiers to certain and senseless death," the manifesto 

states. 

"Poverty and coffins for some, palaces for others – the essence of his policy. We believe that disenfranchised people 

have the right to rebel against tyrants. 

"Putin will be deposed and destroyed by us … Those who do not resign their power will be destroyed by us." 

It comes amid ongoing allegations that Putin's health is declining, and as Britain's Ministry of Defence offered a new, 

damning summary of Russia's operations in Ukraine. 

"Operationally, Russia is suffering from shortages of munitions, vehicles and personnel. Morale is poor in many parts of 

its military and its army is significantly degraded," the Ministry of Defence declared in its most recent assessment. 

Containment 

UK Has just committed to a new arms package for Ukraine - totaling around £54 million and featuring 

“unmanned surveillance and anti-tank loitering munitions,” according to 10 Downing Street, whose outgoing Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson visited Kyiv on Wednesday. This new batch contains “850 hand-launched Black Hornet micro-

drones, which are specifically designed for use in towns and villages, and are deployed to detect approaching enemy 

forces,” Johnson’s office said in a statement. 

Norwegian-developed drone to Ukraine - 

Norway and Great Britain are joining forces to 

acquire the Norwegian micro-drone Black Hornet as 

a donation to Ukraine. 

The cost will be up to NOK 90 million. The package 

includes Black Hornet units, spare parts, 

transportation and training. This will be financed by 

the British-led fund to which Norway has contributed 

NOK 400 million. 

Ukrainian authorities have asked for this type of 

equipment in the fight against the Russian invasion. 

The drone is a global market leader. It is used in a 

number of allied countries, including the United States and Great Britain, and is used for reconnaissance and target 
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identification. It is easy to operate, robust, difficult to detect and particularly well suited for combat in urban areas, says 

Norway's Defence Minister Gram. 

The micro drone is pocket-sized and as seen in the picture above, is minute, flying almost invisibly and taking images, 

recording movements and relaying these back to its base. 

The micro-drone will be acquired from Teledyne Flir, as a call-off on a framework agreement that The Norwegian 

Defence Material Agency has. Procurement, training and delivery of the material is done in collaboration with and 

coordinated by the British authorities. 

Close cooperation with the defence industry will be crucial to continued key deliveries of military equipment to Ukraine 

in the future. This cooperation also ensures that Ukraine has more modern and efficient weapons and systems. 

The donation marks that we stand by our commitment to continue supporting Ukraine, but it also entails a new 

direction for how Western countries support their fight. Until now we and our allies have mostly donated from our own 

stocks, says Gram. 

Taiwan to supply 800 Revolving 860 

drones to Ukraine? – Reports of Taiwan 

supplying these extremely effective drones to 

Ukraine are circulating but there are as many 

denials. Viewed as being highly sensitive with 

respect to Chinese potential engagement should 

the transaction continue, these units are 

“bombing drones.”   

They carry 8 mortar bombs which can be 

dropped singularly or in a mass drop, are guided 

and have a range of 20 kilometers (16 miles) 

which it can cover in 40 minutes. 

The mortar bombs are dropped through a 

revolving cylindrical magazine. 

Lethally effective they are designed to destroy tanks and armored equipment. 

Advanced HIMARS ammunition being provided to Ukraine – Advanced MGM140 projectiles are being sent to 

Ukraine providing for enhanced striking capability from these launchers. 

The ATACMS (Army TACtical Missile System) is a US short-range ballistic missile system and is the only weapon of this 

type still operational in the US military. It is also designated M39 by the US Army, and its DoD designation is MGM-140. 

This weapon complements the US military's rocket artillery systems, effectively closing the gap between artillery 

systems used by ground forces, and the aircraft and cruise missiles used by air and naval forces.  

There is no dedicated launch platform for the ATACMS. It is instead launched from either the M270 MLRS or the M142 

HIMARS, from which the more familiar 6-cell 227 mm rocket launcher is replaced with a single launch tube for the 

missile. The MLRS can carry a single ATACMS and 6 227 mm rockets, or two ATACMS missiles, while the HIMARS' 

launcher only has enough space for either a 6-cell 227 mm rocket launcher or a single ATACMS. See the pages on the 

MLRS and the HIMARS for more details. 

Three different types of warheads are used on the operational models of the ATACMS.  
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1. The MGM-140A contains 950 M74 APAM (Anti-Personnel Anti-Material) 

submunitions, which are scattered in mid-air during the final stretch of the 

missile's terminal phase. Depending on how far from the target the missile is set 

to release its submunitions, they can potentially saturate an area of up to 33 000 

m2, with each submunition having a casualty radius of 15 m.  

2. The MGM-140B disperses the same M74 submunitions but carries roughly one-

quarter as many.  

3. The MGM-168A carries a large unitary warhead designed to greatly increase 

damage to point targets, while minimizing collateral damage.  

All three of these warheads are most effective when employed against soft targets. They 

have 1,200 lb. bombs that release 950 combat elements designed to destroy a wide area 

around impact detonation. They are too fast to detect and strike before defense tracking stations realize they have 

been struck. 

With a maximum range of 300 kilometers (190 miles), they are lethal in Ukrainian tactics of striking well behind Russian 

front lines. 

GeoMilitary 

Taiwan’s president is pitching a nearly 14% increase in defense spending this upcoming year, to just over 

$19 billion, Reuters reported Thursday from Taipei. That’s a major spike compared to previous years; defense spending 

growth has been below 4% since 2017. 

GeoPolitics 

Japan vows billions for Africa amid rising Chinese influence - Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has 

pledged $30 billion in an effort to counter China's influence on the continent as Tunisia hosted the eighth Tokyo 

International Conference on African Development. 

Kishida said Tokyo was prepared to finance up to $5 billion alongside the African Development Bank. 

Of the funds, $300 million will co-finance the African Development Bank to boost food production as global supplies of 

grain and wheat fall well short of demand due to the war in Ukraine. 

Another $100 million was earmarked for the host country, Tunisia, to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic. 

Kishida also spoke of the need to protect the rules-based international order after Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

Weakened Russia could see democracy replace Putin regime—Estonia - The West must intensify pressure on 

Russia for at least as long as its troops remain on any Ukrainian soil, Estonian Foreign Minister Eva-Maria Liimets has 

said, suggesting the Kremlin's subsequent weakness may open the door to democratic revolution. 

"I truly hope that this international pressure that is in place at the moment to condemn Russia's aggression in Ukraine 

would lead to the weakening of the regime so that they are no longer able to attack Ukraine or other neighbors," 

Liimets told Newsweek on the sidelines of the Lennart Meri Conference in Tallinn, Estonia. 

"And of course, then we truly hope that democracy would come back to Russia like we saw in the 1990s." 


